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DISTRICT  OP  NEW-YORK,  »§, 

Bk  it  rkmsmbkred.  That  on  the  thirtieth  day  of  December,  in  the  thirty-fourth  year  of  the  Inde- 
pendence of  the  United  States  of  America,  William  Johnson,  of  the  said  district,  hath  deposited  m 
this  office  the  title  of  a  book,  the  right  whereof  he  claims  as  author,  in  the  words  following',  lo  wit : 

"  Reports  of  Cases  aipied  and  determined  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  Judicai«i«,  and  in  the  Court  for 
the  Trial  of  Impeachments  and  the  Coirection  of  Enron,  in  the  State  of  New- York.  Bv  Williani  John- 
son, Counsellor  at  Law.    Vol.  IV." 

In  confbrmity  to  the  act  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  entitled,  **  An  Act  fdr  the  encouragement 
of  '«*aniio|i  by  securing  the  copies  of  maps,  charts,  and  books,  to  the  authors  and  proprietors  of  such  copies, 
duriic  tne  tiroes  therein  mentiooed  ^*  and  also  to  an  act,  entitled,  **  An  Act  supplementary  to  an  act, 
enutteO  An  Act  for  the  encouragement  of  learning,  by  securing  the  copies  of  maps,  charts,  and  books,  to 
the  autoors  and  proprietors  of  such  copies,  during  the  times  thmn  mentiootKl,  and  extending  the  benefits 
thereof  to  the  arts  of  designing,  engraving,  and  etching  historical  and  other  prints." 

CHARLES  CLINTON, 
Clflfk  of  the  District  of  New-Yoriu 
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AROUEP  AND  DBTERMTNED 

IV  TMX 

S^tiiitfitfe  eotttt  nf  3nlfit9tnv$ 

OF  THE 

STATE  OF  NEW-YORK, 

IN  FBBRVABT  TERM,  IN  THE   THIRTT-THIRD  TEAR  OF  OUR 
INDEPENDENCE. 


Pitcher  against  Livingston. 

THIS  was  an  action  of  covenant.  The  declaration  contain-  in  an  actiod 
ed  two  counts ;  the  first  was  for  a  breach  of  the  covenant  of  JjJ  covenant  of 
stisiHy  the  second  for  a  breach  of  the  covenant  for  quiet  enjoy-  snsm  and  for 
menty  contained  in  a  deed  from  the  defendant  to  the  plaintiff,  g*^  d^ST^ 
dated  the  17th  Jiina,  1801  ^  for  certain  lands  in  Queemburvy  in  piainUff  can  re- 
the  county  of  Washington.  The  cause  was  tried  at  the  fvash"  ^^^^iJ^ 
kigton  circuit,  before  Mr.  Justice  Hiompiony  -and  a  Verdict  taken  money  paid, 
for  the  plaintiff,  for  2,521  dollars  and  75  cents.  The  cove-  ^Juie^^i 
nants  were  proved  to  have  been  broken,  and  two  questions  qectment  He 
were  raised  at  the  ^ial ;  1.  Whether  the  plaintiff  was  enti-  [  *  2  ] 

tied  to  recover  interest  on  the  consideration  money  ;  ^^^  T^tlhe 

2.  Whether  he  was  entitled  to  recover  damages  for  the  m-  impr^naus 
provements  made  by  the  plaintiff,  and  for  the  increased  valu?  of  ^  ^  i£^ 

the  land.  enasedvaltu  of 

The  judge  was  in  fitvop-of  the  plaintiff  on  the  first  question ;  ^  ^^^-^ 
but  gave  no  opinion  on  the  second.     It  was  agreed,  that  a  ver-    t  sea  wm-  r 
diet  should  be  taken  for  the  plaintiff;  and,  if  the  court  should  ^^^^jSi, 
be  of  opinion  that  the  plaintiff  was  not  entitled  to  interest,  ft^j^^f**^ 
that  then  the  sum  of  183  dollars  and  75  cents  should  be  de-  "mm.  j^u'sql 
ducted  fitHn  the  amount  of  the  verdict ;  and  that,  if  the  court 
should  be  of  opinion  that  the  plaintiff  was  not  entitled  to 
recover  for  the  improvements,  then  the  further  sum  of  925  dol- 
lars should  be  deducted  fi'om  the  verdict ;  and,  if  the  court 
should  be  of  opinion  that  the  plaintiff  was  not  entitled  to 
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recover  any  thing  for  the  increased  ncJue  of  the  land,  that  then 
the  further  sum  of  750  dollars  should  be  deducted  from  the 
verdict. 

Footy  for  the  plaintiff.  I  shall  contend  that  the  plaintiff  is 
entitled  to  recover  the  improved  value  of  the  land  at  the  time 
of  eviction.  In  the  case  of  Staati  v.  The  Executors  of  Ten 
Eyckj  (3  Caines,  111.  See  also  2 Mass.  Rep.  433. and  4  Dal- 
las ^  441.  Bender  v.  Fromberger.^  this  point  was  not  decided, 
but  still  remains  open  for  tliscussion. 

[Thompson,  J.  In  that  case,  the  court  decided,  that  the 
plaintiff  could  not  recover  the  increased  value  of  the  land. 
Nothing,  however,  was  said  as  to  the  improvements  made  by 
the  purchaser.] 

The  action  of  covenant,  and  a  writ  of  warrantia  charta^  are 
different.  The  latter  had  reference  to  the  time  of  the  war- 
ranty made,  and  the  compensation  consisted  in  giving  to  the 
feoffor,  lands  of  the  warrantor,  equal  in  value  to  those  from 
which  the  feoffee  was  evicted.  Where  the  feoffee  could  have 
the  benefit  of  the  writ  of  warrhntia  charta^  no  action  of  cove- 
nant would  lie.  ( Comyny  Cor.  A.  4.)  The  covenant  of  seisin 
and  for  quiet  enjoyment  are  distinct :  the  one  relates  to  *the 
title ;  the  other  to  the  possession.  For  a  breach  of  the  former, 
the  proper  measure  of  damages  is  the  consideration  or  value 
expressed  in  the  deed ;  but,  in  regard  to  the  latter,  the  cove- 
nant cannot  be  said  to  he  broken,  until  the  grantee  is  evicted, 
and  the  damage  which  he  sustains  is  the  value  of  the  property 
at  the  time  he  is  turned  out  of  possession. 

In  the  case  of  Staats  v.  2%e  Executors  of  Ten  Eyck^  the 
plaintiff  was  allowed  to  recover,  in  addition  to  the  money  paid, 
the  interest,  and  costs  of  defending  the  action  of  ejectment, 
including  counsel  fees.  Beneficial  improvements  arise  from 
the  money  laid  out  on  the  land  by  the  purchaser ;  and  he  is 
as  justly  entitled  to  recover  for  money  so  laid  out,  as  for  money 
paid  to  counsel  for  defending  the  action.  The  increased 
value  of  the  farm  will  also  arise  from  the  labor  and  agricultu- 
ral improvements  of  the  grantee.  The  labor  bestowed  by  him 
is  equivalent  to  money  laid  out  on  the  property  in  any  other 
way.  By  compensating  him  for  the  money  he  has  expended, 
in  proper,  reasonable,  and  substantial  meliorations,  he  will  re- 
ceive nothing  for  any  fanciful  or  ornamental  improvements,  or 
for  any  extraordinary  rise  in  the  value  of  the  land. 

A  court  of  chancery  will  compel  the  specific  performance 
of  a  covenant  or  agreement  so  as  to  render  complete  justice 
to  the  party ;  and,  by  analogy,  a  court  of  law  ought  to  render 
the  same  justice,  by  compensating  the  party  in  damages  for 
the  non-performance  of  the  covenant.  In  the  case  of  Toy* 
hr  V.  Debar,  {1  Ck.  (k.  S74.  2  Ch.  Ca.  212.)  where  there  was 
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a  coTehant  for  further  assnraiice,  the  Tendor  having  sold  a  bad 
title,  he  was  decreed  to  convey  a  good  title,  which  he,  after- 
wards, had  acquired,  by  the  payment  of  a  sum  of  money,  from 
the  king. 

The  covenant  for  quiet  enjoyment  was  not  broken  until  the 
eviction,  and  the  true  rule  of  damages  is  the  value  of  the 
thing  at  the  time  the  contract  is  broken. 

Slosam,  contra.  The  plaintiff,  in  this  case,  claims,  besides 
the  consideration  money,  the  interest,  compensation  for  the 
improvements,  and  the  increased  value  of  the  land.  The 
qoestion  is  of  great  importance  to  the  community,  and  ^it 
was  thought  to  have  been  settled  by  the  case  of  Staats  v.  The 
Eaeecuton  of  Ten  EyeTc.  I  shall  endeavor  to  show,  from  au^ 
thority  and  reason,  that  the  true  and  only  measure  of  damages 
is  the  consideration  money. 

It  is  not  pretended  that  there  was  any  fraud  or  concealment 
on  the  part  of  the  vendor.  If  there  had  been,  the  vendee 
might  bring  an  action  on  ^  the  case,  in  the  nature  of  an  action 
of  deceit  (Cruue,  tit.  38.  c.  5.  s.  57.  1  Inst.  384.  a.  n.  1.  2 
Cotnef,  193.;  In  an  action  of  covenant,  the  plaintiff  cannot 
recover  damages  for  a  deceit. 

The  covenant  of  seisin  extends  to  the  whole  title,  and  is 
paramount  to  the  other  covenant,  for,  if  the  title  fails,  the  pos* 
session  vnll  be  lost  also.^  The  covenant  of  seisin  draws  after 
it  the  covenant  for  quiet  enjoyment.  Omne  mqjus  continet  in 
$e  mtnuf.  The  covenant  must  be  construed  according  to  the 
state  of  things  at  the  time  it  was  made.  The  grantor  cov- 
enants that  be  is  seised  of  the  land  then  sold,  and  that  the 
grantee  shall  enjoy  it  as  then  conveyed.  The  parties  agree 
on  the  value  of  the  land  at  the  time,  and  the  covenant  extends 
to  the  value,  as  well  as  to  the  subject  matter,  at  the  time  of 
sale.  The  subsequent  alterations  or  improvements  which  the 
grantee  may  think  proper  to  make,  form  no  part  of  the  sub- 
ject matter  of  the  contract.  The  covenant  cannot  extend  to 
the  houses  and  fences  he  may  erect,  or  to  the  dykes  and  ditches 
which  he  may  make  on  the  land.  If  a  slave  has  been  sold 
for  a  certain  price,  and  after  the  vendee  has  clothed  him  in  a 
sumptuous  livery,  the  true  owner  should  reclaim  and  take  the 
slave,  can  the  vendee  recover  any  thing  for  the  livery  ?  The 
subsequent  additions  or  improvements  form  no  part  of  the  sub- 
ject of  the  contract  of  sale. 

In  Davenant  v.  The  Bishop  of  Sarum,  (2  Lev.  68.  S.  C.  1 
Fent.  223, 224.  Bac.  Ahr.  Cov.  F.)  a  covenant  to  pay  all  taxes 
during  the  term,  was  held  not  to  extend  to  any  new  tax  created 
by  parliament,  but  to  such  taxes  only  as  were  then  in  use ;  yet 
this  covenant  was  prospective. 

In  ^eake  v.  SpeaJce^  (1  Vem.  217.)  where  the  husband  cov- 
enanted that  the  lands  settled  as  a  jomture,  were  of  a  specific 
value,  and  the  court  decreed  that  the  covenant  should  be  per- 
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fonned  in  specie^  the  value  of  the  lands  wa&  eatkuated  kathej 
were  at  *the  time  of  the  settlement,  and  not  according  to  their 
value  at  the  time  of  the  decree. 

In  Berty  v.  Derrnor,  (12  Mod.  526.)  Lord  Holt  says  that  if 
lands. to  the  value  of  £100  a  year  be  devised  to  another, 
'^  the  best  rule  of  valuation  is  to  estimate  them  at  the  vahio 
they  were  at  the  time  of  the  death  of  the  devisor." 

Where  a  man  made  a  feoffment  in  fee,  to  hold  on  the  ser- 
vice of  paying,  at  a  certain  time,  the  value  of  the  annual  profits* 
of  the  land,  the  court  held,  that  the  value  should  be  intended 
to  be  the  value  at  the  time  the  feofiment  was  made,  and  not  as 
it  was  improved  by  succession  of  time.  (2  Leo.  147.  3  Leo* 
1 14.)  This  was  a  covenant  in  regard  to  annual  profits,  and  sev- 
eral hundred  years  had  intervened  between  the  time  of  the 
feoffment  and  that  of  bringing  the  action,  and  the  annual  value 
had  greatly  increased.  The  court  very  properly  looked  to  the 
state  of  things  at  the  time  of  the  feoffment,  widiout  regaxding 
any  subsequent  fiuctuations  in  the  value. 

The  ancient  distinction  between  a  covenant  and  a  writ  of 
warrantia  qhartay  arose  from  the  little  value  of  money  at 
that  time  compared  with  land,  and  when  money  was  regard*- 
ed  as  no  equivalent  for  land.  It  cannot  apply  at  the  present 
day,  when  real  estate  is  less  respected,  and  the  party  is  allow- 
ed a  compensation  in  money.  In  case  of  a  warranty,  the  ten- 
ant was  to  receive  lands  of  the  warrantor  equal  in  value  at 
tiie  time  the  warranty  was  made.  (Glanv.  lib.  3.  c.  4.  FU- 
ta^  lib.  6.  c.  23.  s.  2.)  And  where  he  had  no  lands  in  the 
same  county,  an  extent  issued  to  ascertain  the  value.  {FleiOj 
lib.  6.  c.  23.  s.  3, 4.)  The  point  was  expressly  decided  in  the 
Year-BookySO  Ed.  III.  14  b.  that  where  a  person  enters  into  a 
general  warranty,  he  shall  recover  in  value,  according  to  the 
value  at  the  time  he  entered  into  the  warrahty.  (2  Roll.  Abr. 
772.  (T)  773.  (U)  19  JETen.VI.  46. 61.)  The  same  principle  was 
recognized  in  Humphrty»  v.  Knight.  ( Cro.  Car.  456. J  It  is 
also  to  be  found  in  6  ±ld.  II.  187.;  and  the  decision  us  com- 
mented upon  by  Mr.  Justice  Livir^stony  in  giving  his  opinion 
in  Staats  v.  Ten  EycJCj  and  such  has  been  the  uniform  rule  in 
England  since  the  reign  of  Henry  II. 

if  any  one  ought  to  pay  for  the  increased  value  of  the  land, 
or  the  improvements,  it  should  be  the  person  who  ^recovers 
the  possession,  for  he  alone  is  benefited.  The  covenantor, 
who  has  acted  innocently  and  bona  fide^  ought  not  to  be  made 
liable  beyond  the  consideration  money,  or  the  value ^  at  the 
time  of  the  conveyance.  Any  argument  derived  from  the 
hardship  of  the  case,  is  as  strong  in  &vor  of  the  grantor  as 
the  grantee.  If  all  improvements  are  to  be  paid  for,  there 
can  be  no  certain  measure  of  damages,  nor  any  limitation  as 
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to  the*  extent.  The  mle  of  the  civil  law,  which  limited  the 
recovery  to  double  the  value  of  the  land,  was  manifestly  ar- 
bitrary and  unjust.  To  adopt  any  other  rule  than  the  one 
taken  by  the  court  in  the  case  of  Stcmis  v.  Ten  Eycky  would 
prove  ruinous  in  the  extreme. 

Van  Ness,  J.  Although  it  is  not  expressly  stated  in  the 
case,  I  shall  assume  the  foct  to  be,  that  the  declaration  con- 
tains an  averment  that  the  plaintiff  had  been  evicted,  in  con- 
sequence of  a  total  failure  of  the  title  derived  to  him  under 
the  deed  from  the  defendant.  This  fact  being  assumed,  there 
is  no  difference  between  the  present  case  and  that  of  Stoats 
V.  TTu  Executors  of  Ten  EycJcy  (3  Cainesj  111.)  except  that, 
in  this  case,  beneficial  improvements  have  been  made  by  the 
plaintiff  upon  the  property,  the  value  of  which  he  contends 
he  is  entitled  to  recover.  The  case  just  mentioned  is  among 
the  most  important  and  interesting  of  any  that  have  ever  been 
brought  before  this  court  for  decision ;  and,  accordingly,  it 
appears  to  have  received  the  most  deliberate  consideration. 
I  not  only  submit  to  the  authority  of  that  case,  but  I  take  this 
occasion  to  express  my  perfect  acquiescence  in  the  reasons 
upon  which  the  determination  of  it  appears  to  have  proceed- 
ed. The  covenants  upon  which  the  breaches  were  assigned 
in  that  case,  were  the  same  as  in  the  present,  viz.  the  cove- 
nant of  seisin,  and  for  quiet  enjoyment.  The  court  decided, 
that  the  damages,  which  the  plaintiff  was  entitled  to  recover, 
were  to  be  limited  to  the  consideration  expressed  in  the  deed, 
with  the  interest  thereon,  and  the  costs  of  suit  attending  the 
eviction.  But  in  addition  to  the  sum  which  the  plaintiff, 
according  to  this  rule,  would  recover,  he  contends  that  the 
defendant  is  *bound  to  indemnify  him  for  the  loss  of  his  im- 
provements. These  are  estimated  at  925  dollars;  and  the 
only  point  left  open  to  discussion,  is,  whether  he  has  a  legal 
right  to  demand  this  simi. 

In  Stoats  V.  TTie  Executors  of  Ten  Eyck^  the  court  deter- 
mined that  the  plaintiff  was  not  entitled  to  recover  any  dam- 
ages on  account  of  any  increased  value  of  the  land.  Here  a 
distinction  is  attempted  to  be  made  between  an  appreciation 
of  the  land  itself,  and  that  appreciation  of  it  which  is  pro- 
duced by  the  erection  of  buildings,  or  the  labor  bestowed  upon 
it  in  clearing  and  cultivating :  a  very  nice,  and,  as  I  appre- 
hend, a  speculative  distinction,  to  which  it  would  be  difficult, 
if  not,  in  most  cases,  impossible,  to  give  any  practical  effect, 
without  danger  of  the  most  flagrant  injustice.  The  reason- 
ing of  the  judges,  whose  opinions  are  reported  in  the  case 
alluded  to,  goes  very  far,  if  not  conclusively,  to  prove,  that  such 
a  distinction  is  utterly  without  foundation.*  The  admission 
that  it  might  possibly  exist,  has  probably  given  rise  to  this 
action,  which,  otherwise,  I  believe,  would  not,  after  that  de- 
cision, have  been  brought.    One,  and  perhaps  the  principal 
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reason,  why  the  increased  value  of  the  land  itself  cannot  be 
recovered,  is  because  the  covenant  cannot  be  construed  to  ex- 
tend to  any  thing  beyond  the  subject  matter  of  it,  that  is,  the 
land,  and  not  to  the  increased  value  of  it,  subsequently  arising 
from  causes  not  existing  when  the  covenant  was  entered  into. 
For  the  same  reason,  the  covenantor  ought  not  to  recover  for 
the  improvements ;  for  these  are  no  more  the  subject  matter 
of  the  contract  between  the  parties,  than  the  increased  value 
of  the  land.  The  doctrine  contended  for  by  the  plaintifPs 
counsel  is,  that  the  damages  sustained  by  the  covenantee  at 
the  time  of  the  eviction,  ought  to  be  the  measure  of  compen- 
sation. Most  clearly,  then,  the  increased  value  of  the  land  is 
as  much  within  the  reason  of  this  rule  as  the  improvements  ; 
and  upon  the  same  principle  that  the  covenantee  is  entitled  to 
the  one,  he  is  to  the  other. 

*But  if  the  value  at  the  time  of  eviction  is  to  be  the  meas- 
ure of  damages,  upon  what  principle  is  the  consideration  and 
interest,  as  such,  recoverable  in  addition  to  the  improvements  ? 
These  must  be  laid  out  of  view ;  and  the  then  value  be  ascer- 
tained without  reference  to  them.  Besides,  if,  in  determining 
the  rule  of  damages,  the  increase  of  value  is  to  be  taken  into 
view,  by  parity  of  reasoning,  it  would  be  proper,  and  what 
would  be  required  by  a  just  reciprocity,  to  take  into  consider- 
ation any  contingent  dzmintition  of  value.  {Ersk.  Inst.  206.) 
But  this  has  never  been  heard  of,  nor  pretended.  No  such 
principle  is  to  be  found  in  the  common  law,  notwithstanding 
these  covenants  have  been  in  use  upwards  of  two  hundred 
years.  I  think  this  circumstance  affords  an  argument  against 
the  measure  of  damages  insisted  upon  by  the  plaintiff,  and 
which,  of  itself,  is  nearly  decisive,  that  the  rule  is  without 
legal  foundation. 

In  illustration  of  my  opinion  on  this  part  of  the  argument, 
I  will  state  a  case.  A.  gives  a  conveyance,  containing  cove- 
nants of  seisin  and  for  quiet  enjoyment,  of  a  house  and  lot 
The  house  constitutes  two  thirds  of  the  whole  value.  The 
house  is  afterwards  burnt.  Then  the  grantee  is  evicted  for  a 
failure  of  the  grantor's  title.  He  then  resorts  to  both  his  cov- 
enants, which,  of  course,  are  broken,  for  indemnity.  What 
would  be  the  measure  of.  damages  .'^  the  value  of  the  lot  at 
the  time  of  eviction,  being  one  tnird  of  what  the  whole  cost 
him ;  or  the  value,  as  ascertained  and  agreed  upon  by  the 
deed  itself.^  No  doubt,  the  latter.  Whenever  the  grantee's 
title  has  proved  to  be  entirely  defective,  and  there  is  an  evic- 
tion consequent  thereon,  the  graittee  has  a  right  to  rescind 
the  contract,  and  then,  as  in  other  cases  depending  on  the 
same  principle,  he  recovers  back,  upon  his  covenants,  what 
he  has  paid,  with  the  interest.  (1  H.  Bl.  17.  Fielden  v.  Star" 
kin.     2  fV.  Bl.  1078.  Flureau  v.  TTiomhUl.) 

In  the  case  just  put,  I  have  supposed,  that  both  the  cove- 
nants of  seisin  and  for  quiet  enjoyment  were  broken,  and  that 
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breaches  for  both  were  duly  assigned  ;  and  I  have  shown  that, 
if  the  value  of  the  property  at  the  time  of  ^eviction  is  to 
be  the  measure  of  damages,  it  necessarily  follows,  that  such 
diminished  value  is  all  which  ought  to  be  recovered.  It  is 
conceded,  that,  upon  the  covenant  of  seisin  only,  the  recov- 
ery is  to  be  confined  to  the  consideration  and  interest.  On 
the  covenant  for  quiet  enjoyment,  therefore,  the  plaintiff  must 
rely,  to  recover  compensation  for  his  improvements.  Let  us, 
then,  examine  whether,  consistently  with  certain  fixed  legal 
principles,  the  covenantee  can  recover  a  greater  sum  of  dam- 
ages in  any  case  under  the  covenant  for  quiet  enjoyment,  than 
under  the  covenant  of  seisin. 

An  eviction  must  be  shown  before  a  suit  can  be  maintained 
on  the  former  covenant.  Not  so,  however,  as  to  the  latter ; 
for  that  is  broken,  if  the  grantor  has  no  title,  the  moment  the 
deed  is  delivered ;  and  the  grantee  has  an  immediate  ri^ht  of 
action.  Whenever  the  eviction  is  occasioned  by  a  total  want 
of  title  in  the  grantor,  then  both  the  covenants  of  seisin  and 
for  quiet  enjoyment  are  equally  broken  ;  and  the  grantee  has 
his  remedy  on  both.  If  he  proceeds  upon  the  first,  he  shall 
recover  the  consideration  expressed  in  the  deed,  and  the  inter- 
est. But  if  he  proceeds  upon  the  last,  it  is  said  he  shall  recover 
according  to  the  value  at  the  time  of  eviction ;  and,  as  I  have 
before  remarked,  he  must  be  content  to  recover  according  to 
the  then  value,  even  though  it  amounts  to  one  half  only  of  the 
consideration  expressed  in  the  deed. 

The  case  would  then  stand  thus.  When  the  deed  contains 
both  these  covenants,  if  the  property  at  the  time  of  eviction 
be  worth  one  half  of  the  consideration  and  interest,  the  grantee 
may,  notwithstanding,  upon  the  covenant  of  seisin,  recover 
the  whole  consideration  and  interest.  But  if  the  property  hap- 
pen to  be  worth  double  the  consideration  money  and  interest, 
by  reason  of  the  improvements  made  thereon,  he  may  waive 
the  covenant  of  seisin,  and  resort  to  the  covenant  for  quiet  en- 
joyment ;  and  thus  recover  the  whole  amount.  Can  this  be 
poesible  ?  It  appears  to  me,  *that,  to  give  such  an  effect  to 
these  covenants,  is  not  reconcilable  with  any  principle  of  law 
or  justice. 

My  understanding  of  the  nature  of  these  covenants,  when 
both  are  contained  in  the  same  deed,  is  this :  That  the  cove- 
nant of  seisin,  which  relates  to  the  title,  is  the  principal  and 
superior  covenant,  to  which  the  covenant  for  quiet  enjoyment, 
which  goes  to  the  possession,  is  inferior  and  subordinate.  And 
I  am  nof  aware  that  a  case  can  possibly  occur,  where  the  gran- 
tor can  recover  a  greater  amount  in  damages  for  the  breach 
of  the  latter,  than  of  the  former;  though  there  are  many  cases 
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where  he  may  recoTer  less.  The  suit  here  is  brought  upon 
both  coYenants ;  and  both,  in  consequence  of  the  total  failure 
of  the  defendant's  title  and  the  eviction,  have  been  broken. 
The  plaintiff,  accordingly,  has  a  right  to  recover  on  both ;  but 
as  the  amount  of  the  recovery  would,  according  to  my  ideas, 
be  the  same  on  each,  he  must  elect  on  which  of  them  he  means 
to  rely,  and  take  nominal  damages  on  the  other.  The  plain- 
tiff is  entitled  to  but  one  satisfaction,  and  he  has  his  remedy 
on  either  of  the  covenants,  at  his  election,  to  obtain  it.  It  will 
hardly  be  said,  that  he  can  have  judgment  for  the  same  sum  on 
both  the  covenants. 

The  covenant  against  encumbrances  stands  upon  a  different 
footing,  and  is  governed  by  different  principles.  That  is  strict- 
ly a  covenant  of  indemnity ;  and  the  grantee  may  recover  to 
the  full  extent  of  any  encumbrances  upon  the  land,  which  he 
shall  have  been  compelled  to  discharge.  But  even  there  it  will 
be  found,  that  the  same  rule  prevails,  in  fixing  the  amount  of 
damages,  as  in  actions  upon  tlie  covenants  of  seisin  and  for 
quiet  enjoyment :  that  is,  the  party  recovers  what  he  has  paid, 
with  the  interest,  and  no  more. 

But  I  consider  the  question  arising  in  this  cause  as  set- 
tled by  authority;  and  that,  according  to  established  rules 
of  law,  the  plaintiff  is  not  entitled  to  any  thing  more  than 
the  value  of  the  land,  as  settled  by  the  consideration  in  the 
deed. 

*In  suits  upon  the  ancient  covenant  of  warranty,  beyond  all 
dispute,  the  recovery  was  restricted  to  the  value  of  the  land 
at  the  time  of  making  the  covenant.  Cases  have  occurred, 
in  which  the  value  of  the  land  has  been  enhanced  by  subse- 
quent beneficial  improvements ;  but  the  rule  as  to  the  extent 
of  satisfaction,  has  continued  inflexibly  the  same,  without 
regard  to  the  increased  value,  by  whatever  cause  it  may 
have  been  produced.  A  personal  action  will  not  lie, 
on  the  covenant  of  warranty,  upon  the  eviction  of  the  free- 
hold; (Bac.  Abr.  tit.  Cav.  C)  and  for  which  reason, 
upon  tne  introduction  of  alienations  by  bargain  and  sale, 
new  covenants  were  devised,  but  solely  for  the  purpose  of  se- 
curing to  the  bargainee  the  personal  responsibility  of  the  bar- 
gainor, in  case  of  a  failure  of  his  title.  I  think  I  am  warrant- 
ed in  saying,  that  it  never  was  designed,  by  the  insertion  of 
these  covenants,  to  establish  any  other  rule  of  damages  than 
what  previously  existed ;  because  there  is  nothing  in  Uie  terms 
of  the  covenants,  from  which  an  intention  to  extend  the  liabil- 
ity of  the  covenantor  can  be  inferred ;  but  the  contrary  is  to 
be  presumed,  as  not  a  single  case  is  to  be  found  where  such  a 
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construction  of  these  covenants,  which  were  in  a  great  meas- 
ure substituted  for  the  covenant  of  warranty,  has  ever  obtain- 
ed. The  covenant  for  quiet  enjoyment,  as  I  have  before  re- 
marked, is  that  upon  which  compensation  for  the  improvements 
is  to  be  recovered,  if  at  all.  This  covenant  has  a  more  strict 
analogy  to  the  ancient  covenant  of  warranty,  than  any  of  the 
other  modern  covenants.  If,  then,  on  the  covenant  of  war- 
ranty, the  satisfaction  recovered  in  land  was  to  be  equivalent  to 
the  value  of  the  lands  granted,  as  it  existed  at  the  time  when 
the  covenant  was  made,  I  do  conceive,  that  we  are  bound  to 
adopt  a  correspondent  rule,  when  satisfaction  is  sought  to  be 
recovered  in  money,  in  a  personal  action,  on  the  covenant  for 
quiet  enjoyment. 

Such  a  rule,  moreover,  I  consider  to  be  conformable  to  the 
intention  of  the  parties.  I  question  if  one  grantor  out  of  ten 
thousand  enters  into  these  covenants  with  the  remotest  belief, 
that  he  is  exposing  himself  and  his  posterity  *to  the  ruinous 
consequences,  which  would  result  from  the  doctrine  contend- 
ed for  by  the  counsel  for  the  plaintiff.  By  giving  this  doc- 
trine our  sanction,  we  should,  in  my  apprehension,  create  a 
most  unexpected  and  oppressive  responsibility,  never  contem- 
plated by  the  parties,  and  inflict  an  equally  unmerited  punish- 
ment upon  grantors  acting  with  good  faith,  and  having  a  per- 
fect confidence  in  the  validity  of  their  title  to  the  land,  which 
they  have  transferred  for  what  it  is  reasonably  worth. 

If  any  imposition  is  practised  by  the  grantor,  by  the  fraudu- 
lent suppression  of  truth,  or  suggestion  of  falsehood,  in  relation 
to  his  title,  the  grantee  may  have  an  action  on  the  case,  in  the 
nature  of  a  writ  of  deceit ;  and  in  such  action  he  would  re- 
cover to  the  full  extent  of  his  loss.  (Har.  and  But.  Notes  to  Co. 
Litt.  384.  a.  tit.  Warranty.  1  Fonb.  Eq.  366.  1  Com.  Dig.  236. 
A.  O.J 

I  am  aware  that  it  is  difficult  to  lay  down  any  general  rule  on 
this  subject,  wholly  free  from  objection.  This  is  a  difficulty 
which  has  been  felt  by  the  profoundest  jurists  in  all  ages.  I 
think,  however,  that  the  rule  of  the  common  law,  which  obliges 
the  grantor,  when  he  believes  he  has  a  valid  title,  and  acts  with- 
out fraud,  to  refund  what  he  has  received,  with  the  interest,  is  as 
equitable  as  any  that  has  ever  been  established ;  and  that  this 
is  all  which,  upon  principles  of  the  most  rigorous  justice,  ought 
to  be  exacted  fi^om  him. 

My  opinion,  therefore,  is,  that,  in  this  case,  the  plaintiff  is 
entitled  to  recover  the  consideration  money  expressed  in  the 
deed,  with  the  interest,  and  the  costs  of  suit  following  the  evic- 
tion, and  no  more. 


ALBANY, 

Feb.  1809. 

Pitcher 

V. 
LlTINOSTOM. 


[•121 


Spencer,  J.  It  is  submitted  to  the  court,  by  the  case  made 
and  argued  in  this  cause,  what  is  the  correct  rule  of  damages, 
upon  covenants  of  seisin  and  for  quiet  enjoyment,  contained  in 
a  deed  conveying  lands,  in  a  case  where  the  grantee  has  made 
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improvements,  and  where  the  value  of  the  land  has  appreciat- 
ed. It  is  also  made  a  question,  whether  *the  plaintifl'  is  enti- 
tled to  recover  interest  on  the  consideration  money  paid  for 
the  lands. 

It  is  to  be  regretted,  that  the  case  is  so  loose  in  several  re- 
spects. It  is  fair,  however,  to  infer  from  the  case  as  it  stands, 
and  as  it  was  argued,  that,  in  point  of  feet,  both  covenants  were 
broken ;  that  the  plaintiiBT  was  evicted  for  defect  of  title  in  the 
defendant,  and  that  the  plaintiff  had  made  improvements,  in 
the  usual  course  of  agriculture,  on  the  lands  conveyed  by  the 
defendant  to  him,  of  a  substantial  kind,  to  the  value  of  925 
dollars. 

The  case  of  Staats  v.  The  Executors  of  Ten  Eyck  (3  Caincsy 
112.)  decides  two  of  the  questions  which  arise  out  of  this  case. 
In  that  case,  though  the  value  of  the  land  had  increased  by  ex- 
trinsic causes,  the  plaintiff  was  allowed  to  recover  only  the  con- 
sideration paid,  with  the  interest,  costs,  and  counsel  fees.  The 
interest  was  allowed,  because  the  purchaser  was  subject  to  an  ac- 
tion for  the  mesne  profits ;  and  in  the  present  case  it  is  to  be 
intended,  that  the  plaintiff  is  liable  to  pay  them  to  the  person  who 
has  the  title,  and  consequently  it  is  to  be  allowed.  It  will  be  seen, 
that  these  two  questions  have  received  a  similar  determination 
in  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court  oi Massachusetts.  (2  Mass.  Rep. 
433.  Marston  v.  HobbsA  In  the  case,  before  cited,  of  Staats 
V.  The  Executors  of  Ten  EycTCy  the  court  expressly  reserved 
its  opinion,  upon  a  case  like  the  present,  where  beneficial  im- 
provements have  been  made  on  the  premises  after  the  purchase. 
It  was  then  considered,  that  there  might  be  a  difference  be- 
tween the  case  of  the  rise  in  value  by  the  natural  apprecia- 
tion of  lands,  depending  in  a  great  measure  on  ideal  worth, 
and  the  case  of  improvements  of  a  beneficial  kind. 

This  question  I  do  not  think  has  been  settled  in  the  English 
courts.  It  has  never  been  decided  in  our  own,  and  consequent- 
ly it  appears  to  me,  that  we  are  at  fiill  liberty  to  fix  a  rule, 
which  shall  bear  analogy  to  other  cases,  and  attain  complete 
justice  between  the  parties.  I  cannot  pretend  to  say,  that  the 
rule  which  I  shall  lay  down  will  be  free  from  objection,  when 
applied  to  all  cases ;  and  I  am  not  sensible  that  any  general 
rule,  in  almost  any  given  case,  will  invariably  *be  free  from  ex- 
ception. It  is  the  very  nature  of  general  rules,  sometimes  to 
operate  harshly  ;  but  the  necessity  of  a  fixed  standard  of  justice 
is  of  more  importance  to  the  interests  of  men,  than  one  that  is 
capricious  and  fluctuating. 

It  has,  I  think,  been  erroneously  said,  that  the  defect  of  title  is 
a  case  of  mujtual  error ;  on  the  contrary,  fix)m  my  observation 
and  knowledge  of  the  sale  of  lands,  I  think  the  defect  of  title 
is  a  matter  generally  and  almost  universally  in  the  peculiar 
knowledge  of  the  vendor.  It  is  a  rare  case  for  a  purchaser  to 
investigate  the  seller's  title ;  and  in  most  cases,  it  is  impossible. 
The  buyer  relies  on  the  allegations  of  the  vendor,  on  his  appa- 
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rent  responsibility  to  reimburse  in  case  of  eviction,  upon  his 
possession  of  the  property,  and  emphatically  on  his  covenants 
-  of  title  and  for  quiet  enjoyment.  These  covenants,  whenever 
they  occur  in  a  deed,  seem  to  me  to  indicate,  beyond  all  ques- 
tion, that  the  purchaser  did  not  mean  to  rely  on  the  title  of  the 
vendor  alone,  but  that  he  meant  to  have  his  personal  liability 
as  his  guaranty.  The  language  of  the  vendor  corresponds  with 
that  of  the  purchaser,  and  holds  out  the  idea  that  he  had  sold 
the  land  at  his  own  peril,  and  that  he  would  warrant  it  to  be 
his.  Extravagant  cases  have  been  put  hypothetically,  to  show 
the  enormous  injustice  of  the  rule,  that  the  vendor  must  be  an- 
swerable for  improvements.  It  has  been  asked,  if  a  piece  of 
land  thus  sold,  with  covenants,  should  become  the  site  of  a 
flourishing  city,  what  fortune  could,  under  a  rule  allowing  for 
improvements,  withstand  ruin  ?  It  maybe  retorted  to  such  a  ques- 
tion. What  is  to  become  of  the  industrious  ciUzen  or  mechanic, 
who  has  spent  his  hard  earnings  in  erecting  his  little  house  or 
workshop,  relying  on  the  covenant  in  his  deed,  if  he  can  only 
get  back  his  purchase-money  and  interest  ?  It  is  not  fair,  how- 
ever, to  test  a  rule  by  extreme  cases.  To  settle  a  general  rule 
wisely  and  equitably,  we  should  have  an  eye  to  cases  which 
generally  occur,  and  not  be  startled,  on  the  one  hand  or  the 
other,  by  those  occurrences  which  are  rare  and  few.  lA  gene- 
ral, the  defect  of  title  happens  in  sales  between  man  and  man, 
♦where  the  improvements  are  of  the  ordinary  and  beneficial 
kind.  If  the  improvements  are  merely  to  gratify  the  eye  of 
the  individual,  and  to  pamper  his  vanity  and  pride,  a  jury  would 
be  warranted  to  take  those  things  into  consideration  in  their 
assessment  of  damages. 

I  lay  it  down  as  a  rule,  which  cannot  require  much  illustra- 
tion to  enforce  it,  on  the  score  of  analogy  and  justice,  that,  in 
actions  for  a  beach  of  covenant,  the  damages  are  to  be  esti- 
mated according  to  the  value  of  the  thing,  when  the  covenant 
was  broken.     Thus,  in  a  covenant  for  the  delivery  of  specific 

Eroperty  at  a  given  day,  in  case  of  a  failure,  the  rule  invaria- 
iy  is,  to  allow  in  damages  the  value  of  the  thing  on  the  day 
it  ought  to  have  been  delivered,  and  when  the  covenant  was 
broken*  So,  also,  on  contracts  for  the  delivery  of  stock,  the 
value  at  the  time  it  ought  to  have  been  delivered,  and  even  at 
the  time  of  trial,  has  b^n  the  criterion  of  damages.  (2  Burr. 
1010.  1  Sir.  406.  2  East,  211.)  (a)  In  the  present  case,  the 
defendant  covenanted  that  the  plaintiff  should  quietly  enjoy  the 
land  sold.  This  covenant  was  violated,  when  the  plaintiff  was 
evicted  ;  and  he  has  lost,  by  the  breach  of  the  covenant,  not  only 
the  quiet  enjoyment  of  the  land ,  but  the  usufruct  of  those  erections 
and  improvements,  without  which,  it  is  &ir  to  say,  that  the  land  it^ 
self  could  not  have  been  enjoyed,  agreeably  to  the  intention  of  the 
parties.  It  necessarily  follows  that,had  the  defendant  kept  his  cove- 

(a)  7  Cow.  Rep,  687.  Sh^herd  r.  Hany^Um,  3  Wheat,  Rep,  200.  Douglass  r. 
iTdflOtfter,  5  CWmdk,  296. 
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nant  and  allowed  the  plaintiff  to  enjoy  the  premises  sold,  he 
would  not  have  been  deprived  of  those  improvements  made 
on  the  thing  itself,  the  making  of  which  was  an  inducement  to 
the  purchase.  How  it  can  be  called  a  severe  doctrine  to  com- 
pel the  vendor  to  respond  in  damages  for  ordinary  and  neces- 
sary improvements,  I  confess  myself  incapable  of  perceiving, 
when  he  has  undertaken,  for  a  price  paid,  to  assure  to  the  ven 
dee  the  validity  of  his  title.  Very  often,  and  perhaps  gene- 
rally, there  is  a  want  of  due  caution  on  the  part  of  a  vendor, 
who  sells  without  title ;  and  not  unfrequently  there  is  a  mix- 
ture of  fraud,  which  sets  detection  at  defiance.  The  rule  I  have 
advanced,  whilst  it  will  restore  to  the  innocent  *vendee  no 
more  than  he  has  actually  lost,  will  induce  greater  caution  in 
sellers,  who,  if  responsible  only  for  the  principal  and  interest, 
will  find  the  selling  of  land  without  title  an  easy  and  excellent 
method  of  raising  money,  instead  of  resorting  to  borrowing. 

It  follows,  from  the  view  I  have  taken  of  this  question,  that 
the  plaintiff,  under  the  covenant  for  quiet  enjoyment,  may  re- 
cover the  improvements ;  and  that  under  the  covenant  of  seisin 
he  could  not,  unless  the  grantee  was  seised  by  virtue  of  the 
deed,  and  has  been  evicted  under  a  title  paramount.  I  have 
not  entered  into  any  examination  of  the  ancient  method  of  pro- 
ceeding under  the  warrantia  charta,  and  the  rule  which  ob- 
tained in  such  case,  under  the  writ  of  cape  ad  valentiam ;  be- 
cause the  covenants  of  warranty  were  then  considered  as  real 
covenants  binding  only  on  tlie  grantor  and  his  heirs.  It  has, 
however,  been  urged  that  the  introduction  of  the  covenants  of 
seisin  and  for  quiet  enjoyment,  were  substitutes  for  the  cove- 
nant of  warranty,  and  that  the  same  rule  ought  to  follow  the 
substituted  covenants.  It  appears  to  me  much  more  proper 
to  consider  the  intr^xluction  of  personal  covenants  in  the  alien- 
ation of  real  property,  as  imm^iately  assimilating  themselves 
to  other  personal  covenants  and  contracts,  and  as  subject  to 
the  same  rules  of  construction,  and  the  same  rule  of  damages, 
whenever  they  are  broken.  If  so,  the  covenant  for  quiet  en- 
joyment was  not  broken  until  the  eviction,  and  the  rule  of 
damages  would  be  the  property  lost  at  the  time,  which  would 
include  the  price  paid  for  the  land,  and  the  value  of  those 
erections  and  improvements  which  had  been  added  at  the 
plaintiff's  expense.  It  is  supposed,  that  though  the  covenants 
of  seisin  and  for  quiet  enjoyment  are  distinct,  and  regard  dif- 
ferent objects,  yet  that  where  the  first  fails,  the  latter  is  merged 
in  it.  This  pnnciple  strikes  me  as  illogical,  and  unfounded 
in  authority. 

There  are  authorities  {Freem.  450.  pi.  612.  6  Vin.  426.  pk 
20.  Ibid.  476.  pi.  4.)  which  show,  that  where,  in  a  deed,  a 
man  covenants  that  ne  hath  a  good  right  to  convey,  &c.,  and 
that  the  party  shall  quietly  enjoy,  one  covenant  goes  to  the 
title,  and  the  other  to  the  possession.  And  why  a  person  who 
[*  17  ]  has  broken  two  distinct  agreements,  should  protect  ''^himself 
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from  a  responsibility  on  both,  and  be  liable  only  on  the  least 
extensiye  one,  surpasses  my  powers  of  comprehension.  A  case 
has  been  menti<Mied  as  decided  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  Penn* 
iylvamoy  (4  Dal.  436.)  as  bearing  on  the  present ;  it  will  be 
found  to  have  been  on  the  mere  covenant  of  seisin,  and  power, 
&c.  to  convey  in  fee.  The  rule  I  have  adopted  meets  that 
case,  and  is  reconcilable  with  it;  for  there  the  covenant  was 
broken  as  soon  as  it  was  made,  imd  the  damages  then  sustain- 
ed were  the  consideration  money  and  interest 

KuNT,  Ch.  J.  The' declaration  in  this  case  is  upon  two  dis- 
tinct covenants  in  the  deed,  to  wit,  the  covenant  of  seisin,  and 
the  covenant  for  quiet  enjoyment;  and  the  verdict  was  taken 
for  the  plaintijBT,  subject  to  the  opinion  of  the  court,  as  to  the 
rule  of  damages.  We  must  take  it  for  granted  upon  this  case, 
and  so  it  seems  to  have  been  understood  and  admitted  upon 
the  ai^ument,  that  both  covenants  were  broken,  and  the  ques- 
tion, then,  is.  What  is  the  measure  of  damages,  when  the  two 
covenants  are  the  subject  of  one  action,  and  a  breach  of  each 
has  been  duly  assigned  and  proved.'^ 

The  case  of  Stoats  v.  The  Executors  of  Ten  Eyck  goes  very 
&i  towards  a  decision  of  this  question.  That  was  a  suit  upon 
the  same  covenants,  and  a  breach  of  both  was  admitted.  The 
point  submitted  was  the  rule  of  damages,  ''under  the  cove- 
nants mentioned  in  the  deed.  The  court  adjudged  that  the  rule 
of  damages  was  the  consideration  money  and  interest ;  and  I 
observed,  in  giving  my  opinion  in  that  case,  that  the  covenant 
for  quiet  enjoyment  could  have  no  greater  operation,  as  to  dam- 
ages, than  tne  covenant  of  seisin.  Mr.  Justice  lAviwstonj  who 
also  gave  his  opinion,  was  silent  upon  that  point ;  out  it  was 
a  necessary  consequence  of  the  judgment  of  the  court,  that 
the  increased  value  of  the  land  could  not  be  recovered  under 
either  of  those  covenants.  The  doctrine  that  the  measure  of 
damages,  under  the  covenant  for  quiet  enjoyment,  is  to  *be 
computed  from  the  time  of  eviction,  and  to  include  the  then 
▼ahie,  even  when  the  title  has  totally  failed,  and  the  covenant 
of  seisin  broken,  cannot  possibly  be  reconciled  with  that  decis- 
ion. I  do  not  wish,  however,  to  rest  my  opinion  in  this  case 
8(dely  upon  that  authority.  As  the  question  is  of  great  impor- 
tance, I  am  content  to  re-examine  it  at  large. 

What  would  be  the  rule  of  damages  under  a  covenant  for 
quiet  enjoyment,  if  a  breach  of  that  covenant  was  shown  which 
did  not  amount  to  a  breach  of  the  covenant  of  seisin,  or  if  that 
covenant  stood  alone  in  a  deed,  unaccompanied  with  the  cov- 
enant of  seisin,  is  not  a  point  at  present  before  us.  If,  how- 
ever, it  stood  alone  in  a  deed,  I  should  think,  as  at  present  ad- 
vised, that,  upon  a  total  failure  of  title,  the  damages  would  be 
the  same  as  in  the  covenant  of  seisin,  and  no  more ;  for  the 
analogy  is  very  close  between  that  covenant  and  the  ancient 
warranty.     But  when  the  covenant  for  quiet  enjoyment  follows 
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a  coyenant  of  seisin  in  the  same  deed,  the  intent  of  the  instru- 
ment, taken  together,  appears  manifestly  to  be,  that  the  one 
covenant  is  merely  auxiliary  to  the  other,  as  the  one  covenant 
relates  to  the  title,  and  the  other  refers  to  the  future  enjoy- 
ment of  that  title.  The  covenant  for  quiet  enjoyment  re- 
spects the  possession  merely,  and  it  would  seem  to  be  un- 
reasonable and  very  inconsistent,  for  the  plaintiff  to  recov- 
er under  one  covenant  the  whole  value  of  the  estate,  as  it 
was  intended  to  be  conveyed,  and  under  another  covenant  in 
the  same  deed,  distinct  and  increased  damages,  because  he  was 
not  permitted  to  enjoy  that  estate.  These  covenants  must  be 
taken  in  connection,  to  ascertain  their  import.  The  covenant 
for  further  assurance  is  one  of  these  secondary  covenants,  and 
if  the  grantor  had  no  title,  and  the  value  of  the  land  was  re- 
covered back  by  the  grantee,  he  could  not  be  called  upon  in 
damages  for  further  assurance.  This  would  be  very  idle  when 
it  had  been  ascertained  bv  the  recovery  under  the  principal 
covenant  that  he  had  nothing  to  assure.  If  the  grantee  recov- 
ers what  is  to  be  deemed,  upon  established  principles,  tlie  value 
of  the  land,  under  the  covenant  of  *title,  it  amounts,  in 
effect,  to  a  satisfaction  and  extinguishment  of  the  covenants  rela- 
tive to  the  possession,  and  the  grantee  cannot  receive  any  thing 
more  than  nominal  damages  under  those  covenants.  There  is 
no  precedent  to  authorize  any  greater  recovery,  under  the  cov- 
enant for  quiet  enjoyment  than  under  the  covenant  of  seisin ;  and 
the  universal  silence  in  the  books  on  a  point  which  so  frequently 
gives  occasion  for  litigation,  is  a  strong  argument  to  prove 
that  no  such  rule  exists  as  that  contended  for  by  the  plaintiff. 
I  believe  it  has  never  been  the  received  opinion  with  us,  that  in 
a  deed  containing  the  usual  covenants,  viz.  the  covenant  of  title 
or  seisin,  and  the  covenant  relative  to  the  possession,  the  latter 
covenants,  in  a  case  of  no  title,  and  consequently  of  a  breach 
of  the  covenant  of  title,  would  become  paramount  covenants, 
and  afford  a  larger  claim  for  damages.  The  latter  construction 
would  not  only  introduce  a  rule  hitherto  undiscovered  in  the 
common  law  of  Englandy  but  a  rule  of  great  moment  in  its  im- 
mediate consequences  to  the  community ;  and  I  must  be  thoi- 
oughly  persuaded  of  the  soundness  of  the  construction,  either 
upon  authority  or  principle,  before  I  can  consent  to  adopt  it. 
When,  therefore,  there  is  no  authority  for  such  a  construction 
to  be  met  with  in  the  decisions  at  Westminster  Hall,  and  it  ap- 
pears to  be  repugnant  to  the  natural  and  reasonable  interpret- 
ation of  the  covenants,  as  found  in  connection  in  the  same  deed, 
I  must  adhere  to  the  opinion  which  I  gave  in  tjie  case  of  Staatg 
V.  The  Executors  of  Ten  Eyck^  and  which  must,  from  a  view 
of  that  case,  have  been  also  the  unanimous  opinion  of  the  court. 

The  case  before  us,  then,  resolves  itself  into  this  question. 
What  is  the  extent  of  the  rule  of  damages  on  a  breach  of  the 
covenant  of  seisin  i 

Three  points  are  submitted  by  the  case : 
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1.  Whether  the  plaintiff  can  recover  interest  on  the  consid- 
eration paid ; 

2.  Whether  he  can  recover  for  the  increased  value  of  the 
land;  and 

*3.  Whether  he  can  recover  for  his  beneficial  improvements. 

The  two  first  points  were  settled  in  the  case  ofStaats  v.  Ten 
Eyck^  and  need  not  again  be  examined.  Nothing  has  been 
shown  which  affects  Sie  accuracy  of  that  decision  on  those 
points,  and  it  deserves  notice  as  being  of  ^eat  weight  in  support 
of  that  decision,  that  in  the  states  o{  Jmtssachtisetts  and  Penn- 
sylvania^ the  same  rule  of  damages  is  established  in  an  action 
tor  the  breach  of  the  covenant  of  seisin.  The  third  point  was 
reserved  in  the  consideration  of  the  former  case,  and  no  opin- 
ion expressed  upon  it.  It,  therefore,  remains  open  for  discussion. 

I  must  own  that  I  never  perceived  any  ground  for  a  distinc- 
tion as  to  the  damages,  between  the  rise  in  the  value  of  the 
land,  and  the  improvements.  There  is  no  reason  for  such  a 
distinction,  deducible  from  the  nature  of  the  covenant  of  seisin. 
Improvements  made  upon  the  land  were  never  the  subject 
matter  of  the  contract  of  sale,  any  more  than  its  gradual  in- 
crease or  diminution  in  value.  The  subject  of  the  contract 
was  the  land  as  it  existed,  and  was  worth,  when  the  contract 
was  made.  The  purchaser  may  have  made  the  purchase  under 
the  expectation  of  a  great  rise  in  the  value  of  the  land,  or 
of  great  improvements  to  be  made  by  the  application  of  his 
wealth,  or  his  labor.  But  such  expectations  must  have  been 
confined  to  one  party  only,  and  not  have  entered  as  an  ingre- 
dient into  the  bargain.  It  was  the  land  and  its  price,  at  the 
time  of  the  sale,  which  the  parties  had  ih  view,  and  to  that 
subject  the  operation  of  the  contract  ought  to  be  confined. 
The  argument  in  favor  of  the  value  of  the  land,  and  the  im- 
provements as  they  exist  at  the  time  of  eviction,  has  generally 
excepted  cases  of  extraordinary  increase,  and  of  very  expen- 
sive improvements.  It  seems  to  have  been  admitted,  that, 
without  such  a  limitation  to  the  doctrine,  it  could  not  be  en- 
dured. But  this  destroys  every  thing  like  a  fixed  rule  cm  the 
subject,  and  places  the  question  of  damages  in  a  most  inconve- 
nient and  dangerous  uncertainty.  We  have  a  striking  illustra- 
tion of  this  in  the  French  law;  The  rule  in  France^  upon  bona 
*fide  sales,  according  to  Pothier^  {TraiU  du  Conirat  de  Vente^ 
No.  132  to  No.  141.)  is  to  make  the  seller,  on  eviction  of  the 
buyer,  refimd  not  the  only  original  price,  but  the  increased  value 
of  the  land,  and  the  expense  of  the  meliorations  made.  He  ad- 
mits, however,  that  the  intention  of  the  parties  is  to  be  the  rule  in 
the  assessment  of  damages,  and  that,  in  the  case  of  an  immense 
augmentation  in  the  price  of  the  land,  or  in  the  value  of  the 
improvements,  the  seller  is  to  answer  only  for  the  moderate  dam- 
ages which  the  parties  could  be  supposed  to  have  anticipated 
when  the  contract  was  made.  It  is  plainly  to  be  perceived, 
that  there  is  no  certainty  in  such  a  loose  application  of  the  rule, 
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and  that  it  leares  the  damages  to  an  arbitrary  and  undefined 
discretion,  and  so  it  appears  to  have  been  understood ;  for  in 
the  "  Institution  eu  Droit  Franpois^^'  by  M.  Argau,  (liv.  ^,  c 
23.)  it  is  laid  down,  that  "  the  question  of  damages,  beyond  the 
price  paid,  is  with  them  very  arbitraryJ*^  This  is  not  conso- 
nant to  the  genius  of  our  law,  nor  does  it  recommend  itself 
well  for  our  adoption.  On  a  subject  of  such  general  concern, 
and  of  such  momentous  interest,  as  the  usual  covenants  in  a 
conveyance  of  land,  the  standard  for  the  computation  of  dam- 
ages, upon  a  failure  of  title,  (whatever  that  standard  may  be,) 
ought,  at  least,  to  be  certain  and  notorious.  The  seller  and 
the  purchaser  are  equally  interested  in  having  the  rule  fixed. 
I  agree,  that  the  contract  is  to  be  construed  according  to  the 
intention  of  the  parties ;  but  I  consider,  that  the  intention  of 
the  covenant  of  seisin,  as  uniformly  expounded  in  the  English 
law,  is  only  to  indemnify  the  grantee  for  the  consideration 
paid.  This  was  the  settled  rule  at  common  law,  upon  the  an- 
cient warranty,  of  which  this  covenant  of  seisin  is  one  of  the 
substitutes ;  and  all  the  reasons  of  policy  which  prevent  the 
extension  of  the  covenant  to  the  increased  value  of  the  land, 
apply  equally,  if  not  more  strongly,  to  prevent  its  extension 
to  improvements  made  by  the  purchaser.     A  seller  may  be 

C resumed,  at  all  times,  able  to  return  the  consideration  which 
e  actually  received ;  but  to  compel  him  to  pay  for  expensive 
improvements,  of  the  extent  *of  which  he  could  have  made 
no  calculation,  and  for  which  he  received  no  consideration,  may 
suddenly  overwhelm  him  and  his  family  in  irretrievable  ruin. 
The  common  law  never  left  the  vendor  in  such  a  state  of  un- 
certainty ;  and  it  made  no  distinction  between  the  natural  rise  - 
of  the  land,  and  its  increased  value,  by  buildings,  or  other  im- 
provements.* The  feoffor  was  still  to  answer  only  for  the  value 
of  the  land,  as  it  was  worth  when  the  feoffment  was  made. 
This  was  the  amount  of  the  decision  in  the  Year-Book,  30  Ed. 
ni.  14.  b.  A  man  had  a  wardship,  and  granted  it  over,  with 
warranty,  and,  afterwards,  the  grantee  was  impleaded,  and 
vouched  the  grantor.  Now  the  wardship  was  of  more  value 
at  the  time  of  the  voucher,  than  it  was  at  the  time  of  the  grant, 
with  warranty,  by  reason  of  other  lands  descending,  afterwards, 
or  by  buildings  or  otherwise,  and  it  was  held,  that  the  vouchee 
could  take  protestation  of  this  matter  when  he  entered  into 
the  warranty,  i.  e.  when  he  was  admitted  to  defend,  instead  of 
the  original  tenant.  And  Burton  laid  this  down  for  law,  that 
if  land  be  better  after  the  feoffment  made  by  buildings  or 
otherwise,  he  who  receives  in  value,  receives  but  according 
as  the  land  was  worth  at  the  time  of  the  feoffinent,  and  not 
more.  The  same  rule  was  laid  down  for  law  by  Newton,  J.,  in 
the  Year-Book,  19  H.  VI.  46.  a.  and  again,  in  61.  a.  and  he 
says  it  had  been  so  adjudged,  and  he  refers  to  the  decision  in  30 
Ed,  III.  which  he  said  was  not  controverted.  This  rule,  upon 
the  sanction  of  these  authorities,  has  been  incorporated,  as 
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good  law,  into  the  abridgments  of  Fitzherbert,  Brooke,  and 
lioUe.  But  the  case  of  BaUet  v.  Ballet,  (Godb.  151.)  in  the 
time  of  Ja.  I.  is  a  much  more  modern  determination  upon  the 
same  point.  That  was  a  case  of  a  writ  of  warraniia  charta, 
and,  upon  demurrer,  the  court  held,  that  if  there  be  new  build- 
ings, of  which  the  warranty  was  demanded,  which  were  not  at 
the  time  of  the  warranty  made,  and  the  deed  is  shown,  the  de- 
fendant ought  not  to  demur,  but  to  show  the  special  matter, 
and  enter  into  the  warranty  for  so  much  as  was  at  the  time  of 
the  making  of  the  deed,  and  not  for  the  ^residue.  Indeed,  the 
point  is  too  clear  to  admit  of  doubt,  that  the  increased  value  of 
the  land  by  buildings  or  other  improvements,  made  no  alteration, 
at  common  law,  in  the  rule  of  damages ;  and,  for  the  reasons 
given  in  tlie  former  case  of  Staats  and  Ten  Eyck,  (a)  it  can 
make  no  alteration  in  the  covenant  of  seisin,  which,  as  to  the 
rule  of  compensation,  is  commensurate  only  with  the  ancient 
warranty. 

I  am,  therefore,  of  opinion,  in  this  case,  that  the  sum  al- 
lowed for  the  increased  value  of  the  land,  and  the  sum  allowed 
for  improvements,  be  deducted  from  the  verdict,  and  that  judg- 
ment be  entered  for  the  residue  only. 

Thompson,  J.,  and  Yates,  J.,  concurred. 

Judgment  accordingly.' 
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KiP'sAdm'rs.  £    ^^^  q    jj^^^^  AdministratOFs  of  S.  Kip',   against 
^*'^"'«--  D.  Deniston. 

Where  two  THIS  was  an  action  for  money  had  and  received,  brought 
saie^.^  w[  ^  against  the  defendant,  as  survivor  of  Isaac  Van  Vlcck,  to  re 
tale  joined  in  cover  the  intestate's  proportion  of  moneys  raised  by  the  sales 
and*^  b!J>tJI*"ac-  ^f  Certain  lands,  and  alleged  to  have  been  received  by  the  de- 
knowiedged  ihe  fehdant  and  Van  Vhck,  under  an  authority  vested  in  them,  and 
TOusSlraUon  ^^'^  Other  persons,  under  the  following  circumstances : 
money,  bui  the  By  an  indenture,  dated  the  6th  January,  1795,  to  which  the 
to^Sf/Ss^^f  intestate,  the  defendant  and  other3  were  parties,  it  was  agreed, 
one  of  the  trus-  that  the  parties  were  entitled  to  lands  therein  mentioned,  (of 
ihS''*thr^er  which  the  lands,  by  the  sale  of  which  the  money  in  question 
was  not  answer-  vvas  raised,  Were  parcel,)  in  the  proportions  specified,  and, 
money  °so  r^  among  Others,  that  the  intestate  and  three  other  persons  were 
ceived  by  his  entitled  to  two  eighth  parts  as  tenants  in  common,  and  in  par- 
mUappi^ed.  ^  ticular  the  intestate  to  one  sixth  of  the  two  eighths ;  that  by 
[  *  24  1  ^^®  deed  the  parties  agreed  *that  partition  should  be  made, 
and  that  the  two  eighth  parts,  when  ascertained,  should  be 
sold,  and  the  money  distributed  according  to  their  interests; 

Sd  for  that  purpose  the  defendant  and  Isaac  Van  Vleck,  and 
.  If.  Kip,  and  S.  Breese,  all  parties  to  the  deed,  and  inter- 
ested in  the  two  eighths,  or  any  two  of  them,  were  by  the  deed 
empowered  to  make  the  sales  and  to  pay  the  moneys  into  one 
of  the  banks  for  distribution. 

All  the  parties  to  the  deed  derived  title  from  Sarah  JKer- 
sted,  and  the  intestate  from  Catharine,  his  mother. 

A  partition  of  the  lands  was  made  according  to  the  agree- 
ment. Two  sales  were  made  by  the  persons  authorized,  of 
the  parts  wherein  the  intestate  was  interested.  The  proceeds 
of  the  first  sale  were  distributed,  and  the  intestate  received 
his  share.  The  second  sale  took  place  on  the  I7th  June, 
1800,  after  the  death  of  H,  H.  Kip  and  S.  Breese,  but  in  the 
life-time  of  the  defendant  and  Isaac  Van  Vleck,  and  was  made 
by  them  as  survivors,  and  the  intestate's  share  of  the  proceeds 
amounted  to  343  dollars.  The  defendant  joined  in  the  sales 
and  conveyances,  in  which  the  consideration  money  was  ac- 
knowledged. The  money  raised  by  the  second  sale  was  not 
deposited  in  the  banks,  but  went  into  the  hands  of  Isaac  Van 
Vleck.  The  defendant  never  received  any  part  of  it,  unless 
the  receipt  in  the  conveyances  is  to  be  considered,  in  law,  as 
a  receipt  by  the  defendant,  or  by  him  and  Van  Vleck.  The 
share  of  the  intestate  was  never  paid  to  him  or  the  plaintiffs. 
Van  Vleck  died  before  the  commencement  of  this  suit. 

The  intestate's  share  of  the  moneys  raised  by  the  second 
sale  was  withheld  in  consequence  of  a  claim  to  it  by  Abraham 
S.  Van  Vleck,  one  of  the  parties  to  the  deed  of  January,  1795 ; 
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and  the  defence  set  up  was,  that  the  right  of  the  intestate  de- 
scended from  his  moUier,  Catharine,  who  was  the  wife  of  Ja- 
cobus Kip;  and  that  Jacobtts  and  his  wife,  on  the  1st  of  Sep-  Kip'sXdm'n. 
tember,  1736,  by  a  deed-poll,  discovered  since  the  execution 
of  the  deed  of  6th  January,  1795,  had  sold  the  share  of  CatA- 
arint  to  Abraham  Van  Vltckj  father  of  Abraham  S*  Van 
Vleck,  in  fee.  This  deed  of  1736  was  offered  *in  evidence, 
but  it  did  not  appear  to  have  been  acknowledged  or  proved. 
It  was  objected  to,  but  admitted,  reserving  -the  exception.  It 
purported  to  be  a  bargain  and  sale  of  the  share  of  Catharine 
in  the  lands  comprised  in  the  deed  of  January,  1795,  to  the 
said  Abraham  Van  Vleck  in  fee,  for  the  consideration  of  23/. 
It  did  not  appear  that  Abraham  Van  Vleck  was  in  possession 
at  the  date'  of  the  deed,  or  at  any  time  after ;  but  at  the  date 
of  the  deed  he  was  seised  of  one  sixth  of  the  same  lands ;  and 
he,  with  Jacobus  Kip  and  Catharine,  his  wife,  in  right  of  Cath- 
arine  and  several  others,  were  tenants  in  common  thereof. 
There  was  no  adverse  possession  to  that  of  the  tenants  in  com- 
mon ;  but  the  premises  were  in  the  actual  possession  of  the 
corporation  of  New-York,  or  of  others,  not  holding  under 
Abraham  Van  Vleck,  or  any  of  the  tenants  in  common,  nor 
claiming  adversely  to  them,  and  so  they  continued  until  Janu- 
ary, 1795. 

The  jury  gave  a  verdict  for  the  plaintiffs  for  487  dollaijp, 
subject  to  the  opinion  of  the  court  on  the  above  case. 

The  following  points  were  stated,  and  submitted  to  the 
court  without  argument : — 

The  plaintiffs  contend, 

1.  That  the  receipt  of  the  money,  as  stated,  was  in  law  the 
receipt  of  both  the  defendant  and  yan  Vleck,  though,  by  con- 
sent of  the  defendant,  it  went  into  the  hands  of  Van  Vleck. 

2.  That  the  defendant  was  bound  to  see  the  money  paid  to 
one  of  the  banks  for  distribution. 

3.  That  the  intestate's  share  is  recoverable  in  this  action. 

4.  That  the  deed  of  1736  was  not  admissible,  because  not 
proved,  and  because  the  deed  of  6th  January,  1795,  conclud- 
ed the  defendant  and  Abraham  S.  Van  Vleck,  as  to  the  inter- 
est of  the  intestate  in  the  premises. 

•5.  That  the  deed  of  the  6th  January,  1795,  concludes  the        [  *  26 
parties  as  to  the  rights  designated  therein,  and  estops  them 
from  setting  up  any  title  inconsistent  with  it. 


The  defendant  contends, 

That  the  plaintiffs  cannot  recover  in  the  equitable  action  for 
money  had  and  received,  but  must  resort  (if  he  can  recover  at 
all)  to  an  action  of  covenant  upon  the  indenture  of  6th  Janu- 


ary, 


1795. 
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Per  Curiam.  There  is  no  pretence  to  charge  the  defendant 
in  this  case.  His  counsel,  by  the  points  which  they  hare 
raised  and  submitted  to  the  court,  have  properly  omitted  to 
urge,  as  a  ground  of  defence,  the  deed  of  1736.  The  indent- 
ure of  1795  concludes  the  parties  from  setting  up  any  right 
under  that  old  dormant  deed,  if  it  was  (and  which  we  do  not 
admit)  admissible  in  evidence  as  an  ancient  deed  without 
proof.  But  the  true  and  solid  ground  of  defence  is,  that 

if  two  trustees  for  the  sale  of  an  estate  join  in  the  conveyance, 
and  that  conveyance  includes  a  receipt  for  the  consideration 
money,  one  trustee  is  not  answerable  for  the  money  which 
goes  into  the  hands  of  the  other,  and  is  by  him  misapplied. 
Their  joining  in  the  conveyance  and  receipt  was  necessary. 
This  point  is  abundantly  settled  by  the  authorities.  ( Cro.'^Car. 
312.  I  Eq.  Ca.  Abr.  398.  I  Aik.  89.  SAtk.5e3.  2Vem. 
515.  AffU).  218.  Free,  in  Chaiic.  173.  4  Ves.  jun.  596.) 
The  defendant  is,  therefore,  entitled  to  judgment. 

Judgment  for  the  defendant. 


I  *27]  *S.  Thompson  against  Robertson  and  Browne. 


The  person  to  THIS  was  an  actiou  brought  by  the  plaintiff,  as  endorsee 
rw^iuedbiJJa"  ^^  holder  of  a  bill  of  exchange,  against  the  defendants,  as 
ment  of  a  pre-  payees  and  immediate  endorsers  to  the  plaintiff.  The  decla- 
cannot,  in  aule  "ition  was  on  the  secoud  of  the  set  of  exchange,  dated  at  J?ar- 
of  a  protest,  re-  badocs,  9th  July^  1804,  for  700/.  drawn  by  Law  Mudie  on 
JSrcenJ.*^^  PAy7*  Ltglis  Sf  Co.,  London,  at  60  days'  sight  The  biU  wai 
•get  from  the  endorsed  by  the  defendants  in  blank,  after  which  was  the  fol- 
Iw'iiOTitted  by  lowing  endorsement :  "  Pay  to  Jamts  Palmer,  to  be  placed  to 
A.  to  B.,  in  pay-  the  Credit  of  John  MCdU,  or  order.     Jame$  Thompson.^'    The 

■~»"'  of  a  pre-  •* 


cedent  debt,  and 

was  speciaUy  endorsed  to  B.  The  bill  having  been  protested  for  non-payment,  B.  aAerwardt  endorsed  it 
to  G.,  who  paid  him  the  amount.  C.  struck  out  all  the  intermediate  enoorscmcnls  on  tlie  bill,  and  brought  his 
action  as  a  first  endorsee  against  the  first  endorsers,  to  recover  the  amount,  with  damages.  It  was  held, 
that  aAer  the  protest,  B.  was  the  mere  agent  of  A.,  in  regard  to  the  bill,  and  ought  to  nave  retuined  it  to 
him :  that  G.,  having  taken  the  bill  with  a  full  knowledge  of  the  situation  of  B.,  must  stand  in  his  place, 
and  oe  entitled  to  tl^  same  rights,  and  no  more ;  and  could  not,  therefore,  recover  the  SO  per  cent,  dam- 
ages ;  and  that  A.,  the  person  who  remitted  the  bill,  was  the  only  person  entitled  to  damages.  Where  a 
bul  is  first  endorsed  in  blank,  anH  afterwards  specially  endorsed,  whether  the  subsequent  hiHder  can  strilM 
out  the  special  endorsement,  ajid  bring  his  act*on  as  a  first  endorsee     Q^tert, 
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cause  was  trie^  at  the  sittings  in  Ntw-Torky  in  December ^ 
1806,  before  Mr.  Justice  Livingston.  It  was  admitted,  by  a 
written  agreement  between  the  parties,  that  the  principal  of 
the  bill  had  been  paid  by  the  defendants  to  the  plaintiff,  with- 
out prejudice  to  either  party,  as  to  the  question  of  damages,  to 
recover  which  was  the  only  object  of  the  present  suit.  The 
first  of  the  set  of  exchange  was  protested  for  non-payment, 
and  due  notice  of  the  non-acceptance  and  non-payment  of  the 
bill  was  given  to  the  defendants.  At  the  time  of  the  protest 
for  non-payment,  the  bill  was  held  by  James  Palmer,  who  after- 
wards endorsed  it,  but  his  name  was  erased  on  the  bill  pro- 
duced. At  the  trial,  the  plaintiff  read  in  evidence  the  first  of 
exchange,  on  which  were  the  same  endorsements  as  on  the 
other ;  all  of  which  were  erased  except  the  first  made  by  the 
defendants  to  the  pla'mtiff. 

It  was  proved  by  the  defendants,  (though  the  evidence  was 
objected  to,  but  admitted,)  that  in  February,  1804,  and  before 
that  time,  John  MCall  was  a  merchant  in  London,  and  held  a 
correspondence  with  James  Thompson,  of  New-  York,  and  was 
in  the  habit  of  receiving  and  executing  orders  ^given  to  him 
for  merchandise,  and  that  prior  to  Tebruary,  1804,  in  the  usual 
course  of  business,  he  received  orders  from  J.  Thompson,  to 
ship  to  him,  for  his  account  and  risk,  a  quantity  of  hosiery ; 
that  JtfCa//,  declining  to  execute  the  order,  delivered  it  to 
James  Palmar,  a  merchant  in  London,  to  be  executed ;  that 
Palmer,  in  pursuance  of  the  order,  shipped  to  /.  Thompson  the 
goods  desired,  which  were  received  by  MCall,  who  fut  them 
on  board  a  ship  for  Netv^York,  and  forwarded  the  invoices  to 
J.  Thompson,  with  a  letter  of  advice  to  him,  to  remit  the 
amount  to  Palmer.  The  goods  were  shipped  by  Palmer  on 
the  credit  of  /.  Thompson,  and  an  account  between  them,  with 
a  balance  stated,  was  exhibited  in  evidence.  In  a  letter, 
dated  the  20th  August,  1804,  Palmer  pressed  J.  Thompson  for 
the  payment  of  the  balance  due  on  the  goods.  On  the  31st 
October,  1804,  Palmer  wrote  to/.  Thompson,  acknowledging 
the  receipt  of  the  bill  of  exchange  for  700/.  which  he  agreed 
to  place  to  the  credit  of  /.  Thompson,  when  paid,  mentioning 
that  it  was  not  accepted,  and  that  the  drawees  desired  it  might 
be  presented  again,  after  the  next  packet  arrived.  On  the 
30th  April,  1805,  Palmer  wrote  to  /.  Thon^son,  that  being 
put  to  inconvenience  on  account  of  the  non-payment  of  the 
bill,  he  had  disposed  of  it  to  a  gentleman  in  London,  and  that, 
as  /.  T%ompson  would  not  suffer  any  more  inconvenience  firom 
this  dispossd  of  it,  than  if  it  had  been  a  good  bill,  he  could 
not  complain,  &c. 

The  judge  charged  the  jury,  that  the  plaintiff  was  not  enti- 
tled to  recover  the  damages  on  the  bill  fi'om  the  defendants, 
that  the  bill  having  been  remitted  by  /.  Thompson,  to  Palmer, 
in  pajrment  of  a  precedent  debt,  and  he  having  refiised  to 
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ought  to  have  returned  it  to  him,  as  soon  as  it  was  dishonored ; 
that  Pahner  having  negotiated  Uie  bill  after  it  was  protested 
for  non-pajonent,  the  plaintiff  had  no  other  rights  than  Palmer 
[*29]  possessed  when  the  bill  fell  due  in  his  ^hands.  The  jury, 
therefore,  found  a  verdict  for  the  defendants. 

The  plaintiff  moved  to  set  aside  the  verdict,  for  the  misdi- 
rection of  the  judge. 

D.  A.  OgdeUj  for  the  plaintiff.  This  is  a  suit  against  the 
first  endorsers,  not  against  the  remitter.  Though  the  bill  was 
limited  by  the  endorsement  of  J.  Thompson^  yet  the  first  en- 
dorsement being  in  blank,  the  fair  holder  may  strike  out  all 
the  intermediate  endorsements,  and  recover  as  the  erfidorsee  of 
the  first  endorser.  (Chiity,  103.  261.  Kyd.  296.  4  Esp.  Rep. 
211.  Peake's  N.  P.  225-5  Admitting,  then,  that  /.  Thomp' 
son  remitted  the  bill  to  Palmer,  in  payment  of  a  precedent 
debt,  it  cannot  vary  the  right  of  the  present  plaintiff  to  the 
•damages,  which  necessarily  follow  his  right  to  recover  as  the 
first  endorsee  of  the  bill.  The  plaintiff  had  a  right  to  pay  the 
bill  after  the  protest.  Any  person,  a  mere  stranger,  may  pay 
a  bill  supra  protest,  for  the  honor  of  any  party  to  the  bill,  and 
will  thereby  become  entitled  to  all  the  rights  of  the  holder. 
(CA%,  202.  230.) 

Colden  and  Hoffman,  contra.  As  the  bill  was  in  the  hands 
of  Palmer  when  it  became  due,  whoever  received  it  afterwards 
must  take  it  subject  to  all  the  equity  against  the  holder.  He 
substitutes  himself  in  the  place  of  the  holder.  (1  Caines,  258. 
2  Caines,  372.  7  Term  Rep,  423.  3  Term  Rep.  82.  2  Johns. 
Rep.  306.  3  Caines,  279.)  The  plaintifi"  can  have  no  right 
to  recover,  if  Palmer  had  none,  and  Palmer  cannot  maintain 
a  suit  against  James  Thompson,  or  either  of  the  parties,  for  he 
received  the  bill  not  as  an  endorsee  in  the  course  of  business, 
but  as  a  mere  agent  for  James  Thompson,  to  whom  he  was 
•  bound  to  return  the  bill. 

Again,  there  was  a  special  endorsement  to  Palmer,  who  had 
no  power  to  transfer  the  bill.  Though  a  person  who  receives 
a  note  before  it  is  due,  may  strike  out  the  intermediate  en- 
dorsements, he  cannot  do  so,  when  he  takes  it  after  it  has  be- 
come due. 
[  *  30  ]  ^Admitting  that  the  plaintiff  might  recover  on  the  bill,  still 

he  is  not  entitled  to  the  20  per  cent,  damages. 

In  Kenworthy  v.  Hopkins,  (1  Johns.  Cos.  107.  1  Dallas, 
261.  4  Dalku,  155.)  it  was  decided  that  where  a  bill  is  re- 
mitted to  a  person  to  discharge  a  precedent  debt,  he  cannot 
recover  the  damages,  in  case  of  a  protest.  The  creditor  to 
whom  the  bill  is  remitted  must  recover  interest  on  his  debt, 
and  he  ought  not  to  recover  the  damages  also. 
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When  a  bill  is  paid  $upra  protest,  the  person  paying  it  must 
always  show  for  whose  honor  it  was  paid.  As  no  person  is 
designated,  it  may  be  presumed  to  have  been  paid  for  the 
honor  of  the  defendants.  If  so,  the  plaintiff  cannot  recover 
damages  of  them. 

HaruoUj  in  reply,  observed,  that  whatever  may  be  the  rela- 
tive rights  between  Jarnes  Thompson  and  the  holder  of  the 
bill,  the  defendants  cannot  make  any  objection ;  for  they  are 
liable  at  all  events,  and  must  pay.  The  principal  cannot  be 
recovered  of  one  person,  and  tne  damages  of  another.  One  is 
the  inseparable  incident  of  the  other ;  they  cannot  be  severed. 
The  case  of  Kenworthy  \.  Hopkins  appUes  only  in  the  case 
where  the  person  to  whom  a  bill  is  remitted  for  a  precedent 
debt,  brings  his  aetion  against  the  remitter.  It  is  not  applica- 
ble where  a  third  person  is  the  holder  of  the  bill. 

Spencer,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court.  The  case 
of  Kenworthy  v.  Hopkins  is  an  authority  for  saying,  that  the 
person  to  whom  a  bill  is  remitted  for  the  purpose  of  paying  a 
precedent  debt,  cannot  recover  against  the  remitter,  the  20  per 
cent,  damages.  I  am  satisfied  that  this  decision  is  correct,  be- 
cause in  such  case,  as  the  bill  never  was  taken  in  the  usual 
course  of  trade,  the  right  of  the  party  to  whom  the  bill  was 
remitted,  extended  only  to  the  receiving  the  money  due,  or; 
in  case  of  non-payment,  of  returning  the  bill.  It  was  not  his 
but  for  special  qualified  purposes.  *In  the  present  case  the 
suit  is  not  against  the.  remitting  merchant,  but  the  objection 
comes  firom  endorsers. 

This  case,  then,  must  turn,  not  upon  any  right  which  the 
defendants  have  to  make  the  objection  to  the  payment  of  the 
damages,  but  upon  the  plaintiff's  title  to  them,  as  against  the 
defendants.  The  bill  in  question  having  been  remitted  at  the 
risk  of  James  Thompson,  I  consider  him,  in  law  and  justice, 
as  entitled  to  the  damages,  he  having  encountered  all  the 
hazard  and  inconvenience  of  the  remittance.  There  is  no 
doubt  that  on  the  protest  of  a  bill  for  non-payment,  it  may  be 
paid  by  any  one,  supra  protest,  for  the  honor  of  the  drawer 
or  endorser,  and  such  person  thereby  acquires  all  the  rights 
that  the  proprietor  of  the  bill  had.  (Uhitiy,  230.)  According- 
ly it  was  ruled  by  Lord  Kenyon,  in  tne  case  of  Mertens  v.  Win- 
nington,  (1  Esp.  Rep.  113.)  that  where  a  bill  is  so  taken  up, 
the  party  who  does  so,  is  to  be  considered  an  endorsee  paying 
full  value  for  the  bill,  and  as  such  is  entitled  to  all  the  reme- 
dies to  which  an  endorsee  would  be  entitled,  that  is,  to  sue  all 
the  parties  to  the  bill.  In  the  present  case,  James  Thompson, 
the  remitter  of  the  bill,  made  a  special  endorsement,  by  which 
he  directed  the  bill  to  be  paid  to  James  Palmer,  to  be  placed 
to  the  credit  of  John  MCall  or  order.    This  endorsement  the 
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plaintiff,  vfho  came  by  the.  bill  by  endorsement  from  James 
Palmer,  and,  after  it  was  protested  for  non-payment,  struck 
out,  and  thereby  sets  up  a  title  as  the  immediate  endorsee  of 
tne  defendants,  whose  endorsement  was  in  blank.  When  the 
plaintiff  took  this  bill,  he  must  have  seen  that  it  was  in  the 
possession  of  Palmer,  merely  as  agent  for  James  ThompsoH, 
and,  in  fact,  that  Palmer  had  no  right  to  negotiate  it.  With- 
out giving  any  opinion  upon  the  question,  whether  a  person 
who  gets  possession  of  a  bill,  at  first  endorsed  in  blank,  and 
afterwards  specially  endorsed,  may  strike  out  such  special  en- 
dorsement, it  appears  very  evident  in  this  case,  that  the 
plaintiff  came  to  uie  possession  of  this  bill  collusively,  and 
with  full  knowledge  that  Palmer  had  no  right  to  raise  money 
on  it :  and  it  is  very  certain,  that  the  plaintiff  paid  the  bill  ipr 
the  honor  of  no  one.  Under  these  circufhstances,  we  are 
satisfied,  that  the  plaintiff  has  *received  all  that  he  is  entitled 
to  on  the  bill ;  and  that,  with  regard  to  the  20  per  Cent.,  the 
plaintiff  has  shown  no  right  to  those  damages,  his  payment 
not  being  the  ordinary  payment  of  a  bill  supra  protest,  for  the 
honor  of  the  parties  on  the  bill,  but  evidently  in  concert  with 
Palmer  to  gain  a  right  to  the  damages.  We,  therefore,  refuse 
a  new  trial. 

New  trial  refused. 


Warne  against  Constant,  Sheriff,  &c, 

A  prisoner  in      THIS  was  an  action  of  trespass  and  false  imprisonment.    The 
execution,  hav-  .    ,  ,        ,    .    ■*    .      -.t-   •'  -rr    i  i       a  %^    t 

inic  given  secu-  causc  was  tncd  at  the  sittings  m  rtew-  York,  on  the  4tn  June, 

^Jo*^.^  1806,  before  Mr.  Justice  Thompson. 

wiUi  ills  family      The  plaintiff  proved,  upon  the  trial,  that  between  February 

MmiuLand  Savl  *"^^  ^^l/y  1804,  having  been  arrested  by  the  defendant  on  a 

ing  afterwards  ca,  sa,,  at  the  suit  of  ouc  Frederick  De  Peyster,  he  executed  a 

^^^^rsede^  ^^^>  accordiug  to  law,  for  the  gaol  liberties,  and  resided  with 

which  Mras  de- 
livered to  the  sberiflT,  demanded  bis  discharge,  which  was  refined  by  the  sheriff,  unless  his  ^poundage 
fees  were  paid.  He  afterwards  continued  to  reside  within  the  limits  ft>r  two  or  three  months,  and 
brought  his  action  for  false  imprisonment  against  the  sheriff.  It  was  held,  that  after  the  supersedeaSf  no 
formal  discharge  from  the  sheriff  was  necessary,  and  that  the  party  haviug  continued  within  the  limits 
voltmtarily,  under  a  mistaken  apprefaeosion  that  tiicb  a  discharge  was  requisite,  no  action  would  Up 
against  thie  sheriff. 
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his  &niily  within  the  limits.  The  defendant  returned  the  plain- 
tiff in  custody  on  the  ca.  sa.  On  the  1 1th  of  May,  1804,  a 
supersedeas  to  that  writ  from  this  court  was  delivered  to  the 
sheriff,  and  a  discharge  of  the  plaintiff  requested,  which  the  de- 
fendant refused,  unless  the  poundage  fees,  on  the  ca.  sa,y  were 
paid  to  him.  On  the  12th  of  May,  this  court  awarded  a  writ 
of  habeas  corpus^  on  an  affidavit  that  the  plaintiff  was  not  dis- 
charged on  the  supersedeas.  To  this  habeas  corpus  the  defend- 
ant returned,  on  the  I5th  oi  May^  that,  on  the  Idth  of  Febru- 
ary y  the  plaintiff  had  been  committed  to  his  custody  by  a  ca. 
sa.y  and  that  he  still  remained  in  his  custody,  for  his  fees  due 
on  the  said  execution.  The  court,  upon  reading  the  return, 
ordered  the  plaintiff  to  be  discharged.  The  plaintiff,  after  this 
order,  remained  in  the  limits,  with  his  family,  for  two  or  three 
months,  and  he  never  personally  demanded  *his  discharge, 
though  it  was  demanded  by  his  attorney  on  record.  The  coun- 
sel for  the  defendant  objected,  that  an  action  of  trespass  and 
fiJse  imprisonment  would  not  lie,  but  that  if  any  suit  could  be 
maintained,  it  must  be  trespass  on  the  case. 

The  judge  ruled,  that  the  plaintiff,  being  upon  the  limits,  at 
Uberty  to  go  at  large  if  he  chose  to  risk  a  suit  upon  his  bond, 
and  subject  to  no  other  restraint,  could  not  maintain  this  action, 
and  ordered  the  plaintiff  to  be  nonsuited.  A  motion  was  made 
to  set  aside  the  nonsuit. 

The  cause  was  submitted  to  the  court  without  argument. 

Yates,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court.  The  only 
question  presented  for  the  consideration  of  the  court  is,  wheth- 
er the  situation  of  the  plaintiff,  while  thus  residing  with  his 
family  within  the  liberties  of  the  gaol,  can  be  deemed  such  a 
restraint  as  to  constitute /a&e  imprisonment ysndy  consequently, 
enable  him  to  sustain  this  action. 

The  bond  given  by  him  for  the  gaol  libertiesy  under  the  stat- 
ute, (a)  could  only  continue  operative,  so  long  as  the  authority, 
by  virtue  of  which  he  was  at  first  confined,  and  on  which  the 
bond  is  grounded,  remained  in  force.  The  delivery  of  the  su- 
persedeas to  the  defendant  destroyed  the  further  operation  of 
the  ca.  sa.y  and  with  it,  the  necessity  for,  or  further  effect  of, 
the  security,  so  that  the  plaintiff  was  thereby  virtually  and  le- 
gally discharged  from  imprisonment,  and  mi^t,  immediately 
thereafter,  have  left  the  FaoZ  liberties,  without  nsking  any  thing, 
bad  he  been  so  disposed,  nor  could  the  sheriff  legally  have  pre- 
vented his  departure. 

It  must  be  presumed,  that  the  plaintiff  applied  for  the  super- 
sedeas to  the  court,  and,  consequently,  knew  when  it  issued. 
With  full  notice  of  his  situation,  he  now  seeks  damages  fr6m 
the  sheriff,  for  ignorantly  continuing  within  the  gaOl  liberties. 

*It  does  not  appear,  that,  durii^  this  time,  he  attempted  to 


(•)  3Aeo.aM.433,49l.    1  Aeo.  L.  429.  §  6. 
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leave  the  liberties^  but  continued  there  under  the  mistaken  im- 
pression that  he  could  not  depart  without  a  formal  discharge 
from  the  defendant,  as  sheriff.  Had  such  an  attempt  been 
made,  and  frustrated  by  violent  measures  on  the  part  of  this 
officer,  such  conduct  would  have  subjected  him  to  the  respon- 
sibility now  sought  for,  and  the  present  action  might  then, 
perhaps,  have  been  properly  sustained ;  but,  as  nothing  more 
appears  than  a  refusal  bv  the  sheriff,  on  the  application  of  the 
attorney,  to  give  him  a  discharge,  which  was  not  necessary,  from 
a  confinement,  without  any  violence  oi*  coercion  to  detain  him, 
•and  merely  ideal^  we  are  of  opinion,  that  the  judge  properly 
ruled,  that  this  restraint,  under  all  the  circumstances,  was  not 
sufficient  to  sustain  the  action,  and  th^t  a  judgment  of  nonsuit 
must  be  entered. 

Judgment  of  nonsuit. 


Grant  and  Swift  against  M^Lachlin. 


vwwriwir*^  THIS  was  an  action  of  trover  for  a  vessel  called  the  WiUianiy 
uired  by  a  of  Hallowell,  Kennebeck.  The  cause  was  tried  at  the  sittings 
Sr^n^^l!;!"  in  Neio-York,  on  the  24th  December,  1807,  before  Mr.  Justice 

ried  mto  Porto  iSpencer.  . 

Bieo,^8paf.uh  j^  ^jj^  autumn  of  the  year  1804,  the  plaintifls  were  owners 
^  Vf  ^^  ^®  vessel  in  question,  and  in  November,  1804,  *sent  her  on 
^ce"°io  Sa-  a  voyage  from  the  United  States  to  the  fVest  Indies.  Stvift, 
mona,  where  she  one  of  the  plaintiffs,  was  master.  During  the  voyage,  the  ves- 
^tion  by  Um  scl  was  capturcd  by  a  French  privateer,  and  carried  into  Porto 
French  govern-  Rico,  a  Spanish  port.  It  appeared,  from  the  testimony  of  the 
^^*£!rr<uVa,  uiatc,  that  the  Spanish  government  refused  to  take  any  steps 
J***'*  ij*d  ^  ^^^  ^*^  ^^^  condemnation  of  the  vessel.  The  mate  went 
abonSowed.  *°  aflcrwards  to  St.  Domingo,  and  there  made  protest  against  the 
Thevewei^av-  captors.  The  govemor-gcjieral,  Ferrand,  declared,  that  the 
the  beach,  wm°  vcssel  should  be  delivered  up  within  three  days  after  her  arrival 
*>«»«n>j>^af-  there.  The  captors  took  the  vessel  to  Samana,  a  small  island 
UonbytbeTOm-  ou  the  N.  E.  sidc  of  St.  Domingo^ihen  under  the  French  gov- 
TSi'*^  **^^d  ^'*'^™^'^^»  *^^  there  discharged  her  cargo.  The  vessel  was  put 
purchaSwrbyan  in  requisition  by  the  French  government,  to  carry  140  passen- 
^«i«rfc^who,  gers  to  Barracoa,  where  she  arrived  in  February  or  March, 
paired  ber,  ^  1805,  in  a  dismantled  condition,  under  the  command  of  a  cap- 
p«aj  c«p«»«»  tain  Lannois.     About  two  months  afler  her  arrival,  she  was 

and  broagnt  her 

to    Neto-Yorkf 

where  she  was  claimed  by  the  original  owner.    In  an  action  of  trocerf  brought  bv  the  original  owner,  it 

was  held,  that  the  vessel  being  abandoned,  and  a  wreck,  and  having  been  sold  by  the  government  at 

Barraeoaj  according  to  the  laws  of  fi|pam,  in  cases  of  wreck  or  derelict,  the  property  was  transferred  by 

the  sale  to  the  purchaser,  who  therebv  acquired  a  valid  title  against  all  the  world. 
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abandoned  by  Laimois,  who  went  to  sea  in  a  French  privateer. 
The  veseel  lay  9  or  10  months,  without  any  person  on  board ; 
all  her  sails,  rigging,  blocks,  masts,  and  spars,  except  the 
bowsprit,  were  taken  away,  and  she  was  used  as  a  hulk  by 
which  to  heave  down  vessels.  Her  cables,  having  become  rot- 
ten, parted,  and  she  was  driven  on  shore,  where  she  lay  with 
four  feet  of  water  in  her  hold,  at  high  water. 

The  defendant,  in  November^  1805,  purchased  the  vessel  at 
'Barracoaj  for  54  dollars,  where  she  was  sold  by  order  of  the 
Spanish  commissary,  with  several  other  old  vessels,  at  auction ; 
she  was  got  off  and  repaired,  and  arrived  afterwardis  at  the  port 
of  NeW'  iTork,  having  changed  her  name,  where  the  plaintiffs 
found  and  demanded  her  of  the  defendant,  who  refused  to  de- 
liver her  up.  It  appeared  from  the  testimony,  that  50  dollars 
was  the  value  of  the  vessel,  at  the  time  she  was  sold  at  auc- 
tion ;  and  that  the  defendant  laid  out  near  2,000  dollars  in 
repairing  her.  Several  witnesses,  who  had  been  at  Barracoa^ 
and  professed  to  be  acquainted  with  the  laws  there,  testified, 
that  by  the  laws  of  Spain,  any  vessel  which  had  been  aban- 
doned, and  ^*become  derelict,  might,  in  24  hours  after,  be 
sold  by  the  king's  agent  and  commissary,  as  a  droit  of  the 
^ing. 

The  defendant's  counsel  produced  a  certificate  in  the  Span^ 
ish  language,  which  was  objected  to  on  the  part  of  the  plain- 
tiffs ;  but  a  translation  of  it  was  read,  by  consent,  reserving  all 
questions  as  to  its  admissibiUty.     It  was  as  foUows : 

''  I,  Louis  Anne  de  Aleivar,  lieutenant  in  the  royal  marine, 
military  commandant  of  this  city  and  its  jurisdiction,  king's 
port  captain,  certify,  that  the  register  of  the  port  proceedings 
m  my  charge,  records,  that,  on  the  17th  day  of  March,  last 
year,  there  arrived  at  this  port  from  Samana,  in  the  island  of 
St.  Domingo  J  the  American  schooner  William,  having  on  board 
140  passengers,  black  and  white,  with  some  plank  and  staves ; 
and  that  the  captain  and  supercargo,  John  Joseph  Lannois, 
abandoned  the  huU  of  the  said  vessel,  leaving  it  stript,  wanting 
cables,  and  funds  to  meet  the  expenses,  as  he  declared  the  same, 
at  this  office,  having  sold  the  Uttle  that  remained  of  the  sails, 
cordage,  and  other  effects  of  the  said  schooner ;  and  that  it 
may  have  faith  before  whomsoever  it  may  be  brought,  I  grant 
tlie  present  declaration  to  Captain  P.  ISTLachlin,  who  has  sat- 
isfied me  in  paying  to  this  office  54  dollars  for  the  purchase  of 
the  said  hull  of*^  the  said  vessel,  so  abandoned  and  stranded  on 
the  beach  of  this  port.  City  of  our  Lady  of  Assumption, 
Barracoa,  8th  January,  1806. 

Signed  "Louis  Anne." 

To  this  paper  was  attached  the  certificate  of  a  notary  at 
Barracoa, 
The  Spanish  consul  at  New-Torky  and  the  American  consul 
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at  the  Havanaj  were  caUed  as  witnesses,  and  testified,  that  hy 
the  laws  of  Spcdfij  which  have  equal  force  in  the  Spanish  cok>- 
nies,  a  vessel  found  stranded  and  deserted  on  the  coast  might 
be  sold  for  the  benefit  of  the  owners,  and  the  proceeds  carried 
to  the  royal  treasury,  and,  if  not  claimed  in  a  certain  time,  be- 
longed to  the  crown ;  that  the  proper  officer  may  sell  at  public 
auction,  without  any  other  *proceeding  than  two  or  three  days' 
notice  of  the  sale,  which  is  not  in  the  nature  of  a  monition, 
nor  is  any  proceeding  of  a  judicial  nature  requisite  to  try  the 
fact  whether  the  vessel  be  derelict  or  not ;  that  the  J^anish 
document  produced  was  conformable  to  the  laws  of  Spam,  and 
would  be  received  as  evidence  of  the  truth  of  the  facts  con- 
tained in  it,  in  any  Spanish  court ;  that  courts  of  admiralty 
were  established  in  the  colonies  as  well  as  in  the  mother  coun- 
try, which  were  governed  by  the  law  of  nations,  and  had  the 
same  jurisdiction  as  courts  of  admiralty  in  other  countries.  The 
value  of  the  vessel,  before  she  sailed  to  the  West  Indies  and  at 
the  time  of  the  demand  and  refiisal,  was  proved. 

The  jury,  under  the  direction  of  the  iudge,  found  a  verdict 
fi>r  the  plaintifis,  subject  to  the  opinion  oi  the  court ;  that  if  the 
court  should  be  of  opinion  that  the  plaintifis  were  entitled  only 
to  the  value  of  the  vessel  as  she  was  bought  at  Barracoa,  then 
they  assessed  the  damages  at  54  dollars ;  and  if  the  court 
should  be  of  opinion  that  the  plaintifis  were  entitled  to  recover 
the  value  of  the  vessel  at  the  time  of  the  demand  and  refiisal, 
then  they  assessed  the  damages  at  2,300  dollars ;  but  if  the 
court  should  decide  that  the  plaintifis  were  not  entitled  to 
recover,  then  judgment  was  to  be  entered  for  the  defendant. 

Colden,  for  the  pkintifis.  The  question  is,  whether  the 
property  in  the  vessel  has  been  changed.  Personal  property 
can  be  transferred  only  by  the  consent  of  the  owner,  or  by  op- 
eration of  law.  The  consent  of  the  owners  is  not  pretended. 
Admitting  that,  by  the  laws  of  Spain,  the  property,  under  the 
circumstances  of  the  case,  might  have  been  changed,  yet 
there  is  no  evidence  that  the  sale  has  been  made  according  to 
the  laws  of  Spain,  All  the  witnesses,  except  the  Spanish  con- 
sul, who  have  deposed  as  to  the  laws  of  Spain,  speak  fi^om 
hearsay,  and  are  not  agreed  as  to  the  time  tne  property  is  to 
remain  derelict.  To  render  a  vessel  a  derelict,  she  must  have 
been  abandoned  without  any  intention  on  the  part  of  the  own- 
er or  his  agents  to  return  to  her.  One  of  the  witnesses  states, 
that  he  went  to  Barracoa  for  the  express  purpose  *of  reclaim- 
ing her,  and,  firom  the  time  the  vessel  was  first  captured,  the 
captain  and  mate  were  in  pursuit  of  her.  A  loreck  is  where  a 
vessel  is  driven  on  shore  by  the  sea,  and  lost  or  abandoned. 
If  pirates  take  a  ship  and  turn  her  adrift,  and  she  is  cast  on 
shore,  this  is  not  such  a  wreck  as  to  render  it  a  droU  of  the 
king.  {Hargrove's  Law  Tracts,  38.  8  Inst.  167.) 
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It  is  well  known,  that  Spain  has  a  regular  code  of  maritime 
laws,  (1  Azuniy  405.  Johns.  Tran.)  and  the  law  of  that  coun- 
try, in  cases  like  the  present,  ought  to  have  been  clearly  and 
satisfectorily  shown,  by  proper  documents,  to'  the  court  The 
defendant  is  bound  to  make  out  and  exhibit  a  clear  and  legal 
tide.     (4  Rob.  Adm.  Rep.  284.  in  note.) 

Again,  the  vessel  was  either  a  regular  prize,  or  taken  by  pi- 
rates. If  taken  by  pirates,  the  property  was  not  changed.  (2 
Azttniy  362.  Johns.  Tran.)  If  she  was  a  prize,  she  ought  to 
be  regularly  condemned  in  the  court  of  the  captors,  and  the 
purchaser  should  show  his  title  under  that  condemnation. 
{Doug.  594.     1  Rob.  Adm.  Rep.  134.) 

As  to  the  amount  of  damages,  the  true  rule  is  the  value  of 
the  vessel  at  the  time  of  the  demand  and  refusal.  If  the  de- 
fendant has  laid  out  money  in  repairs,  it  was  done  at  his  peril, 
and  the  plaintiffs  must  acquire  the  benefit  of  them,  by  right 
of  accession.     (2  Bl.  Com.  404.) 

Harisonj  contra.  It  is  true,  that  where  a  person  claims  un- 
der a  capture,  he  must  show  the  condemnation.  (Abbott,  8, 
9,  10.)  But  here  the  property  is  not  claimed  by  a  right  de- 
rived und^  a  capture.  The  case  does  not  proceed  on  the 
law  of  nati<His,  or  the  jus  beUij  but  on  the  law  of  a  particular 
country.  A  sale  by  the  sovereign  of  a  country  is  always  suffi- 
cient to  change  the  property.  It  is  enough,  that,  by  the  muni- 
cipal laws  of  the  country,  the  sale  was  so  conducted  as  to 
transfer  the  property.  .Such  a  sale  must  be  binding,  and  pro- 
tect the  purchaser  in  his  possession.  A  British  vessel  was  cap- 
tured by  the  Algerines,  and  sold  according  to  the  practice  at 
Algiers  J  and  such  sale  was  held  to  be  valid  in  Englmid.  {Heh'- 
na,  4  Rob.  Adm.  Rep.  3.)  If  a  vessel  wrecked  or  stranded 
on  our  coast,  should  be  sold  in  order  to  prevent  a  total  loss, 
such  a  sale  would  be  valid ;  and  should  the  purchaser,  after- 
wards, repair  her,  and  proceed  to  the  port  where  the  original 
ovmer  resided,  he  *could  not  be  divested  of  his  property,  by 
any  claim  of  the  former  owner. 

The  Spanish  consul  declared  that  the  proceedings  were 
conformable  to  the  laws  of  «^atn,  and  that  the  written  docu- 
ment held  by  the  defendant  was  sufficient  to  transfer  the 
property.  This  was  confirmed  by  the  testimony  of  the  Ameri- 
can consul  at  the  Havana.  If  the  owner  or  agent  had  ap- 
peared and  claimed  the  vessel,  the  SIpanish  officer  at  Barracoa 
would,  no  doubt,  have  delivered  her  to  him ;  but  as  no  claim- 
ant appeared,  he  was  perfectly  justifiable  in  ordering  her  to 
be  sold. 

If,  however,  the  plaintiff  should  be  considered  as  entitled 
to  recover,  the  rule  of  damages  contended  for  by  the  plaintiff 
is  wholly  inadmissible.  It  may  be  applicable  in  some  cases, 
m  odium  spoUaioris ;  but  in  the  case  of  an  innocent  and  bona 
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fide  purchaser,  who  has  laid  out  his  money  and  brought  the 
vessel  home,  such  a  rule  can  never  be  endured.  .  Had  the  de^ 
fendant  libeled  the  vessel  here  for  salvage^  would  he  not  b^ 
entitled  to  all  the  money  expended  for  repairs,  and  to  enable 
him  to  bring  the  vessel  in  safety  to  the  United  States  1  If  the 
plaintiffs  have  had  their  property  taken  from  them  by  pirates, 
they  must  seek  their  remedy  against  the  pirates.  If  their  ves- 
sel has  been  illegallv  captured,  they  must  have  recourse  to  the 
government  for  redress.  Th^  defendant,  having  acquired  a 
fair  title  under  the  laws  of  Spairij  has  a  right  to  retain  the 
vessel  against  all  the  world. 

Thompson,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court.  The  first 
question  which  this  case  presents  is,  whether  the  plaintiffs  are 
entitled  to  recover ;  and  the  conclusion  to  which  I  have  ar* 
rived  on  this  point,  will  render  it  unnecessary  for  me  to  exam- 
ine the  second  question  made  on  the  argument,  which  relates 
to  the  rule  of  damages. 

The  capture  of  the  vessel  by  the  French  privateer  was  no 
doubt  illegal ;  and  as  the  captors  never  brought  the  subject  to 
a  trial,  nor  obtained  any  judicial  condemnation,  but  violently 
appropriated  the  vessel  to  their  own  use,  the  title  of  the  plain- 
tiffs was  not  lost  by  these  irregular  and  piratical  ^proceedings. 
The  only  question  is,  whether  the  sale  by  the  Spanish  officer 
at  Barracoa  did  not  transfer  the  property  to  the  defendant. 
The  proceedings  at  Barracoa  appear  to  have  been  fair  and 
honafide^hoih  as  to  the  sale  and  purchase;  and  if  the  sale 
was  made  pursuant  to  the  laws  of  Spain^  I  think  the  plaintiffs 
are  concluded  by  it.  Whether  the  property  so  sold  had  been 
previously  acquired  by  piracy,  or  otherwise,  does  not  appear 
to  me  to  be  a  material  inquiry.  Goods  taken  from  pirates, 
and  belonging  to  others,  will,  under  the  English  law,  be  taken 
cuid  sold  by  government,  if  the  owner  comes  not  within  a  rea- 
sonable time  to  vindicate  his  property.  What  that  reasonable 
time  shall  be,  every  government  will  determine  for  itself.  A 
sale  according  to  the  law  of  the  place  where  the  property  is, 
must  vest  a  title  in  the  purchaser,  which  all  foreign  courts  are 
bound,  not  only  from  comity,  but  on  strong  grounds  of  public 
utility,  to  recognize.  Without  this  rule,  there  could  be  no 
safety  in'  derivative  titles.  The  only  inquiry  in  these  cases  is, 
Was  the  sale  under  a  competent  authority  f  Here  was  a  ves- 
sel brought  into  a  Spanish  port  by  Frenchmen.  She  appears 
in  a  feeble  and  dismantled  condition.  Afler  two  months,  she 
is  abandoned  by  her  former  possessors,  who  brought  her  there 
She  remains  in  that  situation  for  several  months,  and  is,  at 
last,  cast  on  shore.  Then  the  public  agent,  and  commissary 
of  the  port,  caused  her  to  be  sold  at  auction,  and  the  defend- 
ant became  the  purchaser.  The  weight  of  evidence  is,  that 
this  proceeding  of  the  officer  ^^as  agreeable  to  the  laws  and 
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naages  of  S^in  and  her  colcmies,  and  I  see  no  reason  why 
a  good  title  djd  not  pass  by  the  sale.  This  is  not  a  case  of 
pnse,  or  title  founded  on  capture.  Such  cases  are  governed 
by  di$erent  rules,  and  must  be  tested  by  the  law  of  nations. 
'The  Sdle  in  this  case  was  a  proceeding  under  a  municipal  reg- 
ulation, and  every  government  prescribes  its  own  rules  relative 
to  wrecks,  and  property  left  derelict.  By  the  English  law, 
vessels  cast  on  shore  and  abandoned,  and  not  reclaimed  with- 
in a  year,  are  to  be  sold  by  a  public  officer,  and  the  proceeds 
placed  in  the  hands  of  the  government.  We  *have  a  similar 
statute  in  this  state,  and  I  beUeve  it  was  never  doubted  but 
that  the  purchaser  would  obtain  a  valid  title,  which  would  be 
every  where  respected.  These  sales  are  usually  summary,  and 
the  presumption  ought  to  be  liberal  in  favor  of  their  regulari- 
ty and  competency,  when  no  doubt  is  raised  as  to  the  fairness 
and  official  nature  of  the  transaction. 

We  are,  accordingly,  of  opinion,  that  judgment  must  be 
given  for  the  defendant. 

Judgment  for  the  defendant. 


ALBANY, 

Feb.  18U9. 


[Ml] 


J  ACKSON,  ex  dem.  Norton  and  Burt,  against  Willard. 


THIS  was  an  action  of  ejectment,  for  a  house  and  lot  in  the 
village  of  Cayuga. 

Upon  the  trial,  the  plaintiff  gave  in  evidence  a  deed  from 
Robert  IL  Parkman  to  Norton^  one  of  the  lessors,  dated  the 
15th  of  November y  1805,  a  deed  from  Norton  to  John  Moffat, 
dated  12th  May,  1806,  and  a  mortgage  fromilfojfa^  to  Norton, 
dated  the  same  day,  for  securing  the  payment  of  400  dollars, 
with  interest.  All  these  deeds  were  for  the  same  premises. 
The  defendant  purchased  the  lot  of  Moffat,  subject  to  the 
mortgage,  and  took  possession  in  Jwne,  1806.  Six  months' 
notice  to  quit  had  been  duly  given  to  the  defendant. 

The  defendant  gave  in  evidence  the  deed  from  Moffat  to 
him,  subject  to  the  mortgage,  dated  14th  June,  1806 :  and  also 
a  judgment  of  the  Supreme  Court,  signed  the  l4ihMay,  1806, 
against  Norton,  in  favor  of  one  Larzelear,  an  execution  under 
the  judgment,  and  a  deed  from  the  sheriff^  dated  20th  May, 
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Landi  moit- 
gaffod  cannot  be 
Boki^  on  an  ex- 
ocution  against 
the  m9rl«««, 
before  a  fore- 
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and  the  estate  of 
the  mortgagee 
has  become  ab- 
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1807,  to  the  defendant,  for  the  premises  made  in  pursuance  of  a 
sale  under  the  execution.  At  the  time  of  the  sale^  the  mortgage 
money  was  due,  and  the  premises  had  become  forfeited  at  law. 

'^he  plaintiff  offered  to  prove,  that  since  the  sale  by  the 
sheriff,  the  lot  had  been  advertised  by  N^rton^  under  the  act 
concerning  mortgages,  and  sold  at  vendue,  and  purchased  by 
Burty  the  other  lessor,  .for  350  tlollars,  and  a  deed  duly  exe- 
cuted by  Norton  to  BurL  This  evidence  was  overruled,  and,  by 
the  direction  of  the  judge,  a  verdict  was  taken  for  the  defendant. 

The  plaintiff  moved  to  set  aside  the  verdict, 

1.  Because  the  interest  of  a  mortgagee  cannot  be  sold  on 
execution. 

2.  Because  Burt^  one  of  the  lessors,  was  a  bona  fii^  pur- 
chaser at  the  sale  under  the  power  in  the  mortgage,  without 
notice  of  the  sale  on  the  execution. 

The  cause  was  submitted  to  the  court  without  argument,  on 
the  facts  above  stated. 


L»43] 


Kent,  Ch.  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court.  The  valid- 
ity of  the  defence,  in  this  case,  turns  upon  the  proper  solution 
of  this  question,  viz.  Whether  the  sheriff,  on  an  execution,  can 
sell  lands  mortgaged  to  the  defendant  in  such  execution,  to 
secure  the  payment  of  a  debt,  if  the  sale  be  after  the  debt  had 
become  due,  but  before  a  foreclosure  by  the  defendant,  and 
while  the  mortgagor  is  suffered  to  retain  possession. 

This  appears  to  be  a  new  question,  for  we  can  find  nothing 
like  a  decision  of  it  in  any  of  the  books.  Mortgages  have  been 
principally  the  subject  of  equity  jurisdiction.  They  have  been 
considered  in  those  courts,  in  their  true  nature  and  genuine 
meaning ;  and  the  rules  by  which  they  are  governed  are  settled 
upon  clear  and  consistent  principles.  The  case  is  far  different 
in  a  court  of  law ;  and  we  are  constantly  embarrassed  between 
the  force  of  technical  formalities,  and  the  real  sense  of  the  con- 
tract. The  language,  however,  of  the  modem  cases,  is  tending 
to  the  same  conclusions  which  have  been  adopted  in  equity ; 
and,  whenever  the  nature  of  the  case  would  possibly  admit  of 
it,  the  courts  of  law  have  inclined  to  look  upon  a  mortgage,  not 
as  an  estate  in  fee,  but  as  a  mere  security  for  a  *debt.  Lord 
HardwicJce  said,  in  the  case  of  Bichards  v.  Sinu,  {Barnard, 
Chan.  Bep.  90.)  that  the  courts  of  law  had  then  begun  to  con- 
sider mortgages  in  that  light,  and  that  a  discharge  of  the 
debt,  even  by  parol,  was  considered  as  a  discharge  of  the 
mortgage ;  (a)  so  that,  in  an  ejectment  upon  the  mortgage, 
evidence  that  the  debt  was  satisfied  would  defeat  the  estate  in 
the  land,  which  shows,  he  says,  "  that  even  the  law  considers 
the  debt  as  the  principal,  and  the  land  as  an  accident  only." 
The  real  nature  of  a  mortgage,  in  the  equity  sense  of  it,  has 
been  repeatedly  recognized  in  the  courts  erf"  law,  since  the  time 


(a)  Lane  v.  Shean,  1  Wend,  Rep.  437. 
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of  Loid  Hardwidce ;  and  it  has  been  said,  and  repeated,  Chat  it 
was  an  affront  to  common  sense,  to  say  that  a  mortgagor  in 
possession  was  not  the  real  owner ;  that  the  mortgagee,  not- 
withstanding the  form,  has  but  a  chattel,  and  the  mortgage  is 
only  a  security.  (2  Burr.  969.  Martin  v.  Mowlin,  Doug.  630. 
The  King  v.  jS^.  Michath.  Doug.  455.  Eaton  v.  Jacques.  1  H. 
Bl.  117.  note.  Chinney  y.  Blackbume.  Doug.  114.  Jackson 
V.  Vernon.    1  Easty  288.  The  King  v.  Mab.  of  Edinston.) 

Viewing  the  subject  in  this  light,  as  I  think  I  am  well  author- 
ized to  do  in  this  case,  I  must  conclude,  that  the  interest  of 
the  mortgagee  was  not  the  subject  of  a  sale  on  execution.  At 
the  time  of  the  sale,  the  mortgaged  premises  continued  to  be 
real  estate  in  the  hands  of  the  mortgagor,  and  liable  to  be  sold 
on  execution  against  him.  (^Stewart  v.  Waters,  1  Caines^s  Cases 
in  Error y  47.)  (a)  Until  foreclosure,  or  at  least  until  posses- 
sion taken,  the  mortgage  remains  in  the  light  of  a  chose  in  action. 
It  is  but  an  incident  attached  to  the  debt,  and,  in  reason  and 
propriety,  it  cannot,  and  ought  not,  to  be  detached  from  its 
principal.  The  mortgage  interest,  as  distinct  from  the  debt,  is 
not  a  fit  subject  of  assignment.  It  has  no  determinate  value. 
If  it  should  be  assigned,  the  assignee  must  hold  the  interest 
at  the  will  and  disposal  of  the  creditor  who  holds  the  bond. 
Accessorium  nan  dtuAt^  sed  sequitur  principale.  It  is  difficult  to 
conceive  what  right  can  be  sold  which  does  not  carry  the  debt 
with  it.  The  control  over  the  mortgaged  premises  *must  es- 
sentially reside  in  him  who  holds  the  debt.  It  would  be 
absurd  in  principle,  and  oppressive  in  practice,  for  the  debt 
and  the  mortgage  to  be  separated,  and  placed  in  different  and 
independent  hands.  There  is  no  way  to  render  a  mortgage 
vendible,  but  by  allowing  the  debt  to  go  with  it ;  and  this  would 
be  repugnant  to  all  rule,  for  it  is  well  understood,  that  a  chose 
in  action  is  not  the  subject  of  sale  on  execution.  When  the 
mortgagee  has  taken  possession  of  the  land,  the  rents  and 
profits  may,  perhaps,  then  become  the  subject  of  computation 
and  sale.  Until  then,  the  attempt  would  be  useless.  Even  in 
cases  where  a  mortgagee  makes  a  voluntary  assignment  of  both 
debt  and  mortgage.  Lord  Loughborough  (4  Vesey,  127.)  held  it 
to  be  very  indifferent  security,  unless  done  with  the  privity  of 
the  mortgagor,  because  the  assignee  would  take  subject  to 
the  account  between  the  mortgagor  and  mortgagee.  But  to 
attempt  to  sell  the  mortgage  alone,  without  the  debt,  and  that, 


ALBANY, 

Feb.  1809. 
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(«)  An  equitj  of  redemptioii  maj  be  told  on  an  ezeontion  at  law  in  KmO' 
York,  Waters  t.  Stewart^  1  Caines's  Ca.  47}  in  Camueticut,  Hobart  t.  FrisHtf  3 
Comn.  R^.69Si;  in  Massaekusetts,  IngersoU  y.  Sawyer^  2  Pick.  Rep.  276.  Car- 
pemUr  v.  Shftton,  7  Pick,  Rep.  49 ;  and  in  MaryUmd,  Ford  r.  FkUpoi,  5  Harr.  mid 
Joktu.  312;  but  not  (eemUe)  in  Jfew-Hampshiref  2  JV.  Han^.  Rep.  16.  In 
Pemsylvaima,  a  judgment  ia  a  lien  upon  any  kind  of  equitable  interest  in  land 
▼eated  in  tbe  debtor  at  the  time  of  judgment,  and  any  auch  interest  may  be  sold 
ca  an  execution.     Carkkuff  y.  Anderson,  2  Bmn.  Rep.  4. 
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too,  before  foreclosure  or  poBsession,  appears  to  me,  in  every 
point  of  view,  to  be  extremely  unfit,  and  equally  inadmissible 
as  it  would  be  to  sell  the  bond  of  the  mortgagee. 

We  are,  accordingly,  of  opinion,  that  the  sale  in  the  present 
case  By  the  sheriff,  and  the  purchase  under  it  by  the  defendant, 
were  null  and  void,  and,  consequently,  that  the  plaintiff  is 
entitled  to  recover;  and  that  the  evidence,  also,  of  the  sale  under 
the  power  in  the  mortgage  ought  to  have  been  received.  The 
verdict  ought,  therefore,  to  be  set  aside,  and  a  new  trial 
awarded,  with  costs  to  abide  the  event  of  the  suit. 

New  trial  granted,  (a) 

(a)  The  mortgaffor  is  oonmdered  in  Jfew-Ycrk  mm  the  owner  of  the  freehold, 
notwithstanding  the  mortgage,  and  niay  even  sustain  an  action  of  trespass 
against  the  mortgagee,  or  those  claiming  under  him,  if  he  or  they  enter  wMle 
the  mortgagor  is  m  possession.  Jackson  v.  Branson ^  19  Johns.  325.  Dickenson 
V.  Jackson^  6  Cow.  Rep,  147.  And,  subject  to  the  mortgage,  the  widow  of  the 
mortgagor  is  entitled  to  her  dower.  Tahele  v.  TaheUy  1  Johns,  Cha.  Rep,  45. 
Before  foreclosure,  the  mortgagor  remains  seized  of  the  freehold,  and  the  mort- 
gagee has  merely  a  chattel  interest,  a  pledge  for  his  debt.  Wilson  y.  TVoi^,  2 
Cow.  Rep.  195.  Huntington  v.  Smithy  4  Conn.  Rep.  335.  Clark  y.  Beach,  6  Conn. 
Rep.  142.  WiUingUm  ▼.  OaU,  7  Mass.  Rep.  1%.  Eaton  y.  Whiting,  3  Pick. 
Rep.  484.  BUney  v.  Bearce,  3  Qreenl.  iZep.  133.  JTCaU  y.  Leimar,  9  Serg, 
and  RawU,  303.  SchuylkiU  Jiav,  Co.  w.  I%o(um,  7  Serg.  and  RateU^  411.  Ford 
▼.  Philpot,  5  Barr.  and  Johns.  Rep.  313. 
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•Tillman    against  Lansing,    Sheriff  of  Rensseker 

County. 

THIS  was  an  action  of  debtj  for  a  voluntary  escape.  The  Whereapris- 
cause  was  tried  at  the  Albany  circuit,  in  April,  1808,  when  a  Joq^  ^  S^r 
verdict  was  found  for  the  plaintiff,  subject  to  the  opinion  of  the  security  u>  the 
court  on  the  following  case.  ^^'  J^  ^ 

In  May  term,  1807,  the  plaintiff  obtained  a  judgment  in  this  enics  of  the 
court,  against  Joseph  B.  Comstock  and  Samuel  Comstock,  for  f^ond^heTim- 
200- dollars,  debt,  and  8  dollars  and  88  cents,  costs.  On  the  na,  on  Sundays, 
11th  May  J  a  ca.  sa.  was  issued  against  them  upon  the  judgment,  JHSI'^vemug' 
returnable  in  Augtut  following,  on  which  they  were  taken  by  it  was  held,  that 
the  sheriff  of  Rensselaer  county,  and  held  in  his  custody.  The  **p^w^to*^ 
prisoners  gave  security  to  the  sheriff  for  the  liberties  of  the  strain  the  pris- 
prison,  and  were  in  custody  within  the  limits  of  the  prison.  ^  ?J^^  ^ 
On  Sunday,  the  8th  iVbucmicr,  1807,  before  the  commencement  secunty  requir- 
of  this  suit,  both  the  prisoners  were  at  church  in  Lansingburgh,  ^  **^J5*  J^ 
about  three  miles  without  the  limits  of  the  prison,  where  they  though  this  was 
were  seen  by  adeputy-sheriff,  who  resided  in  the  same  house  with  ^*^no*  ^S^ 
the  sheriff.  On  the  preceding  Sund^iy,  one  of  them  had  been  gent  escape, 
seen  by  the  sheriff  himself,  without  the  limits ;  and  it  appeared  JJ^Ji^uS^ 
that  they  were  in  the  habit  of  going  out  of  the  prison  limits  on  thesutute  reia- 
iSbtdoys,  to  attend  church  at  Lan^iTzg-iur^A;  but  always  returned  eiSjs^  w'couiA 
within  the  limits,  on  the  same  day,  and  this  was  known  lo  the  not  lie  purged 
sheriff;  that  they  never  left  the  limits  at  any  other  time,  except  return  of°*t2 
on  Sundays,  and  were  still  in  custody  within  the  limits,  when  prisoner  before 
the  present  suit  was  commenced.  ^*  re^e^ 

It  was  agreed,  that  if  the  court  should  be  of  opinion  that  the  the  sheriff  liable 
sheriff  was  liable  for  an  escape,  then  a  judgment  was  to  be  en-  JJJJ^^  mTthai 
tered  for  the  plaintiff,  otherwise  a  nonsuit  was 'to  be  entered.    i»e  must  resort 

to   the  bail  for 
his     indemnity, 

AUen,  for  the  plaintiff.  1 .  This  is  a  voluntaryescape,  for  which  m  the  bond  was 
the  sheriff  is  liable.  A  voluntary  escape  is  where  *the  prisoner  is  [  *  46  ] 
suffered  to  go  at  large,  by  the  consent  or  permission  of  the  officer.  "?*  ™^^  "»• 
This  consent  may  1^  implied  as  well  as  express :  as  where  the  "*^ 

Erisoner  is  intrusted  with  the  keys  of  his  prison,  or  is  made  turn-  xxLhI?/'*^ 
ey,  and  goes  out  and  returns ;  (Impey^s  Sheriff,  199, 200.    Cases  gjf*'^® 
ienqf.  Hardw.  310,  311.)  or  where  a  prisoner  in  execution  is  ouMtheV! 
permitted  to  go  about  attended  by  a  follower.    (1  Bos.  fy  Pull. 
24.)     So  if  a  prisoner  goes  without  the  liberties  or  rules  of  pris- 
on, with  the  knowledge  of  the  sheriff,  it  is  a  voluntary  escape. 
{Lnpey's  Sheriff,  204.  2  Term  Rep.  126.)     If  the  defendant, 
who  has  been  taken  in  execution,  is  seen  at  large,  even  before 
the  return  of  the  writ,  and  for  the  shortest  time,  it  is  an  escape. 
(2  fV.  Bl.  Rep.  1048.)     Where  there  has  been  a  voluntary 
escape,  there  can  be  no  recaption.  (3  Term  Rep.  392.) 
2.  If  this  is  not  a  voluntary  escape,  still  it  is  such  an  escape 
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under  the  statute,  as  renders  the  sheriff  liable.  By  the  18tl; 
and  20th  sections  of  the  act  {Rtv.  Laws,  v.  1.  p.  212.  1  N.  R. 
L.  425,  426.  s.  19.  21.)  concerning  sheriffs,  i&c.,  if  any  person 
arrested  or  committed  to  prison  on  execution,  be  suffered  to  go 
out  of  prison  or  be  at  large,  without  the  consent  of  the  plaintiff, 
it  is  declared  to  be  an  escape,  and  the  plaintiff  may  recover 
the  amount  of  tlie  execution,  by  an  action  of  debt  against  the 
sheriff.  By  the  5th  and  6th  sections  of  the  act  relative  to 
gaols,  {Rev.  Laws,  v.  1.  p.  359,  360.  1  N.  JR.  L.  429.)  in  which 
the  liberties  are  regulated,  il  is  expressly  provided,  that  nothing 
in  the  act  should  be  construed  to  exonerate  the  sheriffs,  in  case 
the  prisoners  shall  escape  or  go  at  larse  without  the  limits 
established  for  the  liberties  of  the  gaol,  (a)  The  liberties  are 
nothing  more  than  the  extension  of  the  four  walls  of  the  prison, 
and  the  doctrine  as  to  escapes  applies  now,  as  well  as  before 
the  establishment  of  liberties.  The  law,  while  it  is  very  strict 
against  sheriffs,  has  provided  for  their  security  and  indemnity. 
A  sheriff  is  not  obliged  to  permit  a  prisoner  to  go  within  the 
liberties,  until  he  has  executed  a  bond,  with  sufficient  sureties, 
that  he  will  not  escape  or  go  beyond  the  limits ;  and  if  the 
sheriff,  at  any  time,  should  discover  the  security  he  has  taken 
to  be  insufficient,  he  may  confine  the  prisoner  in  close 
custody,  until  he  gives  further  and  sufficient  bail. 

Van  Vechten,  contra.  The  only  qjuestion  is,  whether  there 
was  a  voluntary  escape.  If  the  sheriff  had  no  power  to  *refu8e 
the  liberties  of  the  gaol  to  the  prisoner,  on  his  tendering  a  suf- 
ficient bond  of  indemnity,  nor  to  put  the  prisoner  into  close 
custody  because  he  transgressed  the  limits,  then  the  sheriff 
ought  not  to  be  made  liable  unless  he  knows  of  and  connives 
at  the  escape.  The  statute  is  imperative  on  the  sheriff;  and  he 
cannot  refuse  the  Uberties  to  a  prisoner  who  offers  a  sufficient 
security.  If  the  sheriff  is  to  be  held  liable  for  a  voluntary  escape, 
then  he  cannot  resort  to  his  bond  of  indemnity ;  and  by  the 
present  form  of  action  he  would  be  deprived  of  the  benefit  of  a 
security  which  the  statute  obliges  him  to  accept  If  the  plain* 
tiff  meant  to  recover  by  virtue  of  the  statute,  he  should  have 
brought  a  special  action  founded  on  the  statute,  so  that  the 
record  of  recovery  would  be  evidence  in  support  of  an  action  by 
the  sheriff  on  his  bond.  But  the  action  being  for  a  voluntary 
escape  at  common  law,  the  plaintiff  cannot  recover  under  any 
of  the  provisions  of  the  statute.  If  there  has  not  been  a  volun- 
tary escape,  then  the  conunon  law  doctrine  of  a  recaption  will 
apply,  and  the  prisoner  having  returned  into  custody  before  any 
action  was  brought,  the  present  suit  cannot  be  maintained.  It 
was  so  decided  in  Dole  v.  Moulton,  in  1801.  It  is  unneces- 
sary to  examine  the  doctrine  of  escapes.  It  is  enough  that  the 
sheriff  was  obliged  to  suffer  the  prisoner  to  be  at  large  within 
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the  liberties,  on  his  giving  bail ;  and,  having  no  control  over 
lam  while  that  security  was  sufficient,  he  ought  not  to  be  made 
liable  for  a  voluntary  escape. 

ilBOMPsoN,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court.  The  ffen- 
eral  principles  of  law  applicable  to  egcapes  are  well  setded ; 
and  if  the  present  case  was  to  be  decided,  independently  of 
our  statute  relative  to  gaol-liberties,  little  difficulty  would  be 
presented.  It  is  not  to  be  denied,  that  fresh  pursuit  and 
recaption  before  action  brought,  is  a  good  defence  against 
a  negligent  escape ;  and  a  voluntary  return  of  the  pris- 
oner before  action  commenced,  will  also  purge  an  escape  of 
this  description,  {hwpey's  Shff.  181.  188.  Stra.  423.)  It  is 
equally  well  settled,  that  there  can  be  no  recaption  "^^fter  a 
voluntary  escape,  and  that  nothing  will  purge  an  escape  falling 
under  that  denomination.  (3  Term  Rep.  392.  2  Wil.  294.)  It 
does  not,  however,  appear  to  me  that  this  can  be  considered, 
technically,  either  as  a  voluntary  or  a  negligent  escape.  An 
escape  is  not  voluntary,  unless  it  be  with  the  consent,  or  by  the 
deiauh  of  the  sheriff,  ^2  Term  Rep.  131.)  neither  of  which  is 
imputable  to  the  sheriff  in  the  present  case :  for  the  statute 
(Rev.  LatffSy  v.  1.  p.  360.)  is  mandatory  upon  him,  to  per* 
mit  the  prisoner  to  go  at  large,  provided  he  gives  the  security 
therein  required.  After  giving  the  security,  the  sheriff 
has  no  right  to  restrain  the  prisoner,  unless  he  shall  discover 
his  bail  to  be  insufficient,  and  in  such  case,  no  longer  than 
until  good  bail  be  offered.  A  negligent  escape  necessarily 
implies  some  neglect  of  duty  or  default  m  the  sheriff.  Nothing 
of  this  kind,  however,  is  chargeable  upon  him  in  the  case 
before  us,  unless  he  had  a  right  by  force  to  restrain  the  prisoners 
from  going  beyond  the  gaol-liberties.  And  if  any  such  power 
be  vested  in  the  sheriff,  his  neglect  and  default  would 
approach  very  nearly  to  a  voluntary  escape.  The  prisoners 
were  in  the  constant  habit  of  going  beyond  the  limits,  on  Sun^ 
days^  and  this  was  known  to  the  sheriff,  and  one  of  them  was 
seen  by  him  three  miles  without  the  liberties,  and  no  notice 
taken  of  it.  According  to  my  view  of  the  case,  however,  the 
Bheriff  is  chargeable  with  no  default,  on  this  account,  because 
be  had  no  right  to  restrain  them.  Tha(  there  has  been  an  escape, 
can  admit  of  no  doubt ;  but,  as  I  before  observed,  it  is  not  either 
a  voluntary  or  negligent  escape,  within  the  ordinary  acceptation 
of  the  terms ;  but  an  escape  which,  under  our  statute,  amounts  to 
a  breach  of  the  condition  of  the  prisoners'  bond,  and  renders 
the  sheriff  responsible. 

The  act  of  the  20th  of  March,  1801,  (Bet;.  Laws,  v.  1.  p. 
212.)    directs,     that  every  person  who  shall  be  arrested  by 
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virtue  of  an  execution  against  his  body,  shall  be  kept  in  prison, 
in  close  and  secure  custody ;  and  if  the  sheriff  shall  permit 
such  person  to  go  out  of  prison,  or  be  at  large^  ^without  the 
assent  of  the  plaintiff,  he  shall  be  answerable  for  the  debt  for 
which  such  person  was  arrested  or  committed :  And  it  is  de- 
clared to  be  an  escape  for  the  sheriff  to  permit  or  suffer  a  pris- 
oner in  custody  on  execution,  to  go,  or  be  at  large  out  of  his 
prison.  Under  this  statute,  what  kind  of  an  escape  would  it 
be,  if  a  sheriff,  seeing  a  prisoner  at  large,  should  suffer  him  to 
remain  without  recommitting  him  ?  It  could  scarcely  be  de- 
nominated any  other  than  a  voluntary  escape :  Although  he 
might  not  have  expressly  assented  to  his  going  at  large,  at 
first,  yet,  by  voluntarily  suffering  him  to  remain  at  large,  he 
thereby  assents  to  and  ratifies  the  original  escape.  The  act 
of  the  30tli  March,  1801,  {Rev.  Laws,  v.  1.  p.  360.)  makes 
it  the  duty  of  the  sheriff  to  allow  prisoners  the  liberties  of  the 
gaol,  on  their  giving  a  bond  with  sufllicient  sureties,  the  con- 
dition of  which  bond  is,  ''  that  such  prisoner  shall  remain  a 
true  and  faithful  prisoner,  and  shall  not  at  any  time  nor  in  any 
wise  escape,  or  go  without  the  limits  of  the  liberties  of  the 
prison,  until  discharged  by  due  course  of  law."  And  the 
sheriff  is  authorized,  in  case  he  shall  discover  the  bail  to  be 
insuflicient,  to  confine  the  prisoner,  until  other  suflicient  bail 
be  offered. 

According  to  my  construction  of  this  act,  the  sheriff,  after 
having  taken  bail,  has  no  right  to  restrain  the  prisoner,  should 
he  see  him  at  large ;  his  remedy  is  upon  his  bond.  It  is  a 
breach  of  the  condition  of  this  bond,  for  the  prisoner  to  go 
beyond  the  limits,  and  it  can  be  no  defence  to  him  that  he  re* 
turned  before  suit  brought  against  the  sheriff.  This  bond,  it 
is  true,  is  for  the  sheriff's  indemnity  only.  Nothing  more, 
however,  is  to  be  understood  by  this,  than  that  if  the  plaintiff 
in  the  execution  does  not  choose  to  take  advantage  of  this  es- 
cape, the  sheriff  shall  not.  The  bond  is  not  made  assignable ; 
the  plaintiff's  remedy  must,  therefore,  be,  in  the  first  instance, 
against  the  sheriff.  The  act  provides,  that  nothing  therein 
contained  shall  be  construed  to  exonerate  the  sheriff,  in  case 
the  prisoner  shall  escape  and  go  at  large  without  the  limits. 
Were  it  not,  *then,  for  this  act,  how  would  the  sheriff  stand 
under  the  statement  of  facts  in  the  case  ?  He  knew  that  the 
prisoners  were  in  the  constant  habit  of  going  beyond  the 
limits,  saw  one  of  them  without  the  same,  and  suffered  him  to " 
remain  there,  without  attempting  to  recommit  him.  If  he 
was  legally  vested  with  this  power,  I  should  strongly  incline  to 
think  his  neglecting  to  exercise  it,  would  amount  to  a  volun- 
tary escape ;  but  it  is  unnecessary  to  go  thus  far.  That  here 
has  been  an  escape  in  fact,  is  not  denied ;  and  I  am  satisfied 
that,  according  to  the  true  construction  of  the  statute,  there 
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ooold  be  no  recaption,  and  that  a  voluntary  letnm  of  the 
prisoner  before  0uit  brought,  will- not  purge  the  escape. 

The  case  of  Dole  v.  Sloultonj  decided  in  this  court  in  Jamu- 
ary  term,  1801,  was  relied  upon  by  the  defendant's  counsel, 
but  has  no  application  to  the  case.  That  was  a  suit  by  the 
sheriff  upon  a  bond  for  the  gaol-liberties,  and  the  defendant 
pleaded  specially,  *^  that  he  accidentally  walked  sixteen  feet 
beyond  the  gaol-liberties,  which  were  bounded  on  an  imagi- 
nary line,  and  that  he  immediately  and  voluntarily  returned, 
and  there  had  remained,  and  which  return  was  before  suit 
brought."  To  the  plea  there  was  a  demurrer,  and  the  court 
held  the  plea  to  be  good,  because  the  bond  was  given  for  the 
sheriff's  indemnity,  and  he  could  not  have  sustained  any 
damage  in  that  case,  as  the  escape  was  involuntary  on  the 
part  of  the  prisoner,  and  such  an  involuntary  escape,  and  re- 
turn before  suit  brought,  would  be  a  good  defence  in  a  suit 
against  the  sheriff  for  the  escape.  The  plea  was  held  to  be 
equivalent  to  a  plea  of  non  damnificatus.  The  case  of  Currie 
and  Whitney  v.  Henry,  (2  Johns,  Rep,  433.)  is  also  inapplica- 
ble. That  was  a  suit  against  the  defendant,  as  sheriff,  for  an 
escape,  and  the  plea  was  an  escape  with  force,  and  breaking 
of  the  gaol,  and  against  the  will  of  the  sheriff,  and  a  return 
into  custody  before  suit  brought.  That  case  did  not  arise 
under  the  statute  for  creatine  gaol-liberties.  This  case  is  also 
essentially  distinguishable  from  that  of  Bonafous  v.  Walker, 
(2  Term  Rep.  126.)  where  it  was  held,  that  an  escape  from 
*the  EingU  Bench  prison,  without  the  marshal's  knowledge, 
was  not  a  voluntary  escape,  and  that  a  recaption  on  the  fresh 
pursuit  was  a  good  plea.  In  that  case,  the  prisoner,  upon  his 
retom,  was  confined  immediately  in  close  custody,  and  denied 
the  rules  of  the  prison,  and  that  fact  was  relied  upon  by  one 
of  the  judges,  as  evidence  that  the  escape  was  not  voluntary 
on  the  part  of  the  marshal.  It  was  a  material  ingredient  in 
that  case,  which  do^s  not  nor  could  it  legally  exist  in  the  one 
before  us,  because  the  sheriff  has  no  power  to  deprive  the 
prisoners  of  the  gaol-liberties,  notwithstanding  a  previous 
escape,  so  long  as  they  can  furnish  him  a  bond  with  sufficient 
sureties. 

Making  sheriffs  responsible  in  such  cases  may  seem  to  ope- 
rate hardly,  if  they  should  be  compelled  to  advance  the  money, 
before  they  have  an  opportunity  of  prosecuting  the  security 
they  may  have  taken.  It  is  a  circuitous  mode  of  getting  at 
the  security ;  but  the  statute  has  made  this  course  necessary, 
since  the  bond  taken  by  the  sheriff  is  not  made  assignable. 
We  incline,  however,  to  think  that  the  court  would  have 
power  to  stay  execution  against  the  sheriff,  for  the  purpose 
of  giving  him  a  reasonable  time  to  prosecute  his  bond.     But 
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the  hardffaip  of  the  esse  caODOt  vary  the  construction  of  the 
statute ;  the  alteration,  if  any  be  necessary,  belongs  to  another 
forum.  The  opinion  of  the  court,  therefore,  is,  that  the  plain- 
tiff must  have  judgment.  We  have  taken  no  notice  of  the  ob- 
?ctioa  suggested  on  the  argument,  as  to  the  form  of  the  action, 
his  we  consider  waived  by  the  agreement  at  the  foot  of  the 
case. 

Judgment  for  the  plaintiff,  (a) 


(4^  **  Tbe  going  at  large  of  any  prisoner  who  shall  have  executed  such  bond, 
or  ot  any  prisoner  who  would  be  entitled  to  the  liberties  of  any  jail  upon  exe- 
cuting such  bond  within^the  liberties  of  the  jail  of  the  county  in  which  he  shaU 
be  in  custody,  shall  not  be  deemed  an  escape  of  such  prisoner ;  but  in  case  any 
such  prisoner  shall  go  at  large  without  the  liberties  of  such  county,  without  the 
assent  of  the  party  at  whose  suit  such  prisoner  shall  be  in  custody,  the  same 
sfaidl  be  deen^  an  escape  and  forfeiture  of  the  bond  so  executed  :  and  the 
sheriff,  in  whose  custody  such  prisoner  shall  have  been,  slioll  have  the  same 
authority  to  pursue  and  retake  such  prisoner,  as  if  such  escape  had  been  made 
from  the  iaiL  In  every  suit  brought  by  a  sheriff  on  such  bond,  the  defendant 
may  plead  a  voluntary  return  of  the  prisoner  to  the  jail  from  which  he  escajied, 
or  the  liberties  thereof,  or  a  recaption  of  such  prisoner  by  the  sheriff  from  whoiie 
custody  he  escaped,  before  the  commencement  of  such  suit,  and  may  give  evi- 
dence thereof  in  bar  of  such  action ;  and  suoh  defendants  shall  be  entitled  to 
make  such  or  any  other  defence  to  such  suit,  which  might  be  made  by  such 
sheriff,  to  an  action  against  him  for  such  escape."  2  Rev,  SUituttM,  p.  434, 43&. 
sect.  47,  48. 


[*62] 


*Fenton  against  Reed. 


An  actaal  mar- 
riage ma^  be 
raferred,  in  or- 
dinary cases, 
from  cohabita- 
tion, acknowl- 
edgment of  tbe 
parties,  Am.  No 
rorroal  solemni- 
zation of  mar- 
riage is  requi- 
site. A  contract 
of  marriage, 
made  per  verba 
depretenti/isaM 
ya]id,as  if  made 
m  facie  eeeU' 
fits. 


THIS  case  came  before  the  court,  on  a  certiorari  from  the 
Justices'  Court  in  New-  York. 

It  appeared,  upon  the  trial  below,  that  Reedj  the  plaintifT 
below,  demanded  a  certain  annual  payment  of  25  dollars, 
secured  by  the  constitution  of  the  Provident  Society,  to  the 
widows  of  deceased  members  of  that  society.  William  Reed, 
whose  widow  the  plaintiff  below  claimed  to  be,  was  a  regular 
member  of  the  society,  at  the  time  of  his  decease.  By  the 
constitution  of  the  society,  the  widows  of  regular  members 
were  entitled  to  25  dollars,  annually,  from  the  funds  thereof. 
The  only  point  in  controversy  was,  whether  the  plaintiff  was 
the  widow  of  Reed,  In  the  year  1785,  she  was  the  lawful 
wife  of  John  Guest.  Some  time  in  that  year,  Guest  lefl  the 
state  for  foreign  parts,  and  continued  absent,  until  some  time 
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in  the  year  1792,  and  it  was  reported,  and  generally  believed, 
that  he  had  died  in  foreign  parts.  The  plaintifT,  in  1792,  mar- 
ried Reei.  In  that  year,  and  subsequent  to  the  marriage, 
Cfuest  returned  to  this  state,  and  continued  to  reside  therein 
until  Jwuy  1800,  when  he  died.  He  did  not  object  to  the 
connection  between  the  plaintiff  and  Reed,  and  said  that  he 
had  no  daim  upon  her,  and  never  interfered  to  disturb  the 
harmony  between  them.  After  the  death  of  Chust,  the  plain- 
tiff continued  to  cohabit  with  Reed  until  his  death  in  Septem^ 
ier,  1806,  and  sustained  a  good  reputation  in  society ;  bm  no 
solemnisation  of  marriage  was  proved  to  have  taken  place 
between  the  plaintiff  and  Reed,  subsequent  to  the  death  of 
€hu$t. 

Upon  these  fects,  the  court  below  decided,  that  the  marriage 
with  Reed  was  not  meretricious  or  void,  and  that  the  plaintiff 
was  entitled  to  the  annuity. 

The  plaintiff  in  error  contended,  that  the  statute  concerning 
Ugoim/  only  purged  the  felony,  and  did  not  legalize  the  mar- 
riage with  Reed,  which,  after  the  return  of  Ouest,  was  *niere* 
tricious ;  that  though  the  subsequent  cohabitation  with  Reed, 
as  his  wife,  after  wiest^s  death,  was'  sufficient  to  charge  him 
with  her  debts,  as  her  husband }  yet  that,  when  the  wife  comes 
and  claims  a  right,  quasi  wife  or  widow,  she  must  prove  a  mar- 
riage in  fad,  and  that  the  continuance  of  cohabitation  wad 
not  sufficient. 

The  defendant  in  error  insisted,  that  the  statute  concerning 
bigamy  frees  her  from  guilt,  and  that  her  subsequent  cohabi- 
tation with  Reed  was  not  meretricious. 

Ob  the  fects  and  the  points  above  stated,  the  case  was  sub- 
mitted to  the  court  without  argument. 

Per  Curiam.  The  marriage  of  the*  plaintiff  below  with 
IVittiam  Reed  during  the  life-time  of  her  husband  John  Guest, 
was  n«U  and  void.  It  was  of  no  legal  avail  whatever,  and  not 
sufficient  to  constitute  them  husband  and  wife  de  facto.  Thia 
has  been  the  uniform  and  well-settled  rule  of  the  common 
law.  (1  RoU.  Abr.  340.  pi.  2.  357.  pi.  40.  360.  F.  Cro.  Eliz. 
858.  1  SaUc.  120.)  The  statute  concerning  bigamy  does  not 
render  the  second  marriage  legal,  notwithstanding  the  former 
had)and  or  wife  may  have  been  absent  above  five  years,  and 
not  heard  of.  It  only  declares,  that  the  party  who  marries 
again,  in  consequence  of  such  absence  of  the  former  partner, 
shall  be  exempted  from  the  operation  of  the  statute,  and  leaves 
the  question  on  the  validity  of  the  second  marriage  just  where 
it  found  it.  Elizabeth  need  was,  then,  the  lawful  wife  of 
(ruest,  and  continued  so,  until  his  death  in  1800 ;  and  the  true 
question  is,  whether  there  was  evidence  sufficient  to  justify  the 
court  below  in  concluding  that  she  was  afterwards  married  to 
J^ed.    Though  (he  court  below  may  have  decided  upon  erro- 
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neous  grounds,  yet  if  upon  the  return  there  appears  to  be 
other  and  sufficient  reasons  to  justify  their  decision,  the  judg- 
ment ought  to  be  affirmed.  It  is  stated,  that  there  was  not 
proof  of  any  subsequent  marriage  in  fact,  and  that  no  solem- 
nization of  marriage  was  shown  to  have  taken  place.  But 
proof  of  an  actual  marriage  was  not  necessary.  Such  strict 
proof  is  only  required  in  prosecutions  *for  bigamy,  and  in  ac- 
tions for  criminal  conversation.  (4  Burr.  3057.  Doug.  171.) 
A  marriage  may  be  proved,  in  other  cases,  from  cohabitation, 
reputation,  acknowledgment  of  the  parties,  reception  in  the 
family,  and  other  circumstances  firom  which  a  marriage  may 
be  inferred.  (4  Burr.  2067.  1  Esp.  Cases,  213.  2  Si.  Rep. 
877.  PeaJce^s  Cases,  N.  P.  231.)  No  formal  solemnization 
of  marriage  was  requisite.  A  contract  of  marriage  made  per 
verba  de  presenti  amounts  to  an  actual  marriage,  and  is  as 
valid  as  if  made  in  facie  ecclesia.  (a)  (6  Mod.  155.  2  Salk. 
437.  PeaJce^s  Cases,  231.)  In  the  present  case,  there  existed 
strong  circumstances,  from  which  a  marriage  subsequent  to  the 
death  of  Guest  might  be  presumed.  The  parties  cohabited 
together  as  husband  and  wife,  and  under  the  reputation  and 
understanding  that  they  were  such,  from  1800  to  1806,  when 
Reed  died ;  and  the  wife,  during  this  time,  sustained  a  good 
character  in  society.  A  jury  would  have  been  warranted,  un- 
der the  circumstances  of  this  case,  to  have  inferred  an  actual 
marriage,  and  the  court  below  had  sufficient  ground  to  draw 
that  concfusion ;  and  as  they  have  drawn  it,  and  their  decision 
being  a  substitute  for  a  verdict,  we  will  not  disturb  it. 

Judgment  affirmed. 

(a)  See  HcaUz  ▼.  Sedy,  6  Bmn.  405,  where  it  was  held,  that  mairiage  ii  a  cItU 
contract,  which  may  be  completed  by  .any  worda  in  the  present  time  without 
regard  to  form ;  and  where  the  distinction  between  words  constituting  such  a 
marriage,  and  words  of  reference  to  a  past  cohabitation  are  considered. 

See  also,  as  to  marriaffes  by  contract,  without  reUnous  celebration,  in  8eo(Umd. 
and  the  evidence  by  wnich  they  may  be  sustained,  Dalryn^U  r.  DalrymfU^  U 
Haggard^B  Coiu,  Rep.  54. 
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WooLLEY  and  others,  Trustees  of  Evans,  against 
Constant.  . 

THIS  was  an  action  of  trover ^  for  a  brig  called  the  America.  A  bui  of  tale 
The  cause  was  tried  at  the  sittin^B  in  New-YorTcj  the  19th  of  toi^?*'^^!^ 
Afril  last,  before  the  chief  justice.  The  vessel  had  been  for  tEe  recital 
attached  on  the  1st  Marchj  1805,  by  the  ^defendant,  then  [*55] 
aheriff  of  the  city  and  county  of  Neta-  YarJc,  by  virtue  of  a  o*"  **»  '^'^J^ 
warrant  of  attachment  issued  by  one  of  the  judges  of  this  ][^  ddlvered, 
court,  against  the  estate  of  Evans,  an  absent  debtor,  pursu-  ^t/^"'^*^ 
ant  to  the  act  giving  relief  against  absconding  and  absent  fiUed  t^  bj^ 
debtors.     The  plaintiffs  were  appointed  trustees  for  all  the  con»«»*  of  the 

J.  *  rr  vendor  and reo- 

creditors.  dee.      it    was 

The  plaintiffs  proved,  by  the  custom-house  books,  that  the  JmI^^'^^  ^^ 
vessel  was  registered  in  the  name  of  Evansy  on  the  16th  May,  glK>d,  and  Uma 
1804,  and  that  no  alteration  had  been  made  in  the  register  at  f,^**bLi^'  '• 
the  time  of  the  attachment,  nor  until  the  1st  March,  1807.  cuted,  may 'be 
They  also  proved  a  demand  of  the  brig  prior  to  the  commence-  ai^red'"  *  "»■: 
ment  of  the  suit,  and  a  refusal  by  the  defendant  to  deliver,  and  ^  couenTof 
the  value  of  the  vessel  at  the  time.  thepwriie8,witji 

The  defendant's  counsel  then  moved  for  a  nonsuit,  validity?*"^  *** 

1.  Because  there  was  no  evidence  of  an  actual  conversion,  ^jg^^jj.^ 
and  that  the  demand  and  refusal  were  no  evidence  of  a  conver-  «te,  s  omp.  jk^ 
lion,  unless  the  defendant  was  in  possession  of  the  thing  at  the  ^^c^^^'Sm 
time.  ii^.5i 

2.  Because  the  action  of  trover  would  not  lie;  but  the 
plaintiff  should  have  brought  an  action  on  the  case  against 
the  defendant  for  misbehavior  in  his  office  of  sheriff. 

These  objections  were  overruled  by  the  judge ;  and  the  de- 
fendant then  produced  a  bill  of  sale  of  the  vessel,  dated  at 
Portsmouth,  in  New-Hampshire,  the  24th  July,  1804,  from 
Eisans  to  Peter  Coffin,  John  Haven,  and  Edward  I.  Long,  for 
the  consideration  of  4,000  dollars,  which  recited  the  register, 
and  the  execution  was  duly  proved  and  certified  by  a  notary 
public.  It  appeared,  that  the  bill  of  sale  had  been  delivered 
to  the  vendees  therein  named,  to  indemnify  them  for  certain 
notes,  amounting  to  2,224  dollars  and  44  cents,  lent  to  Evans, 
and  which  were  paid  by  them,  when  they  became  due.  When 
the  bill  of  sale  was  executed,  the  vessel  was  absent  on  a  for- 
eign voyage,  and  did  not  come  into  any  port  of  the  United 
States,  until  she  arrived  in  New- York.  A  few  days  before  the 
attachment  was  levied  by  the  defendant,  and  as  soon  as  the 
vendees  heard  of  her  arrival  in  Netv-  York,  they  directed  their 
a^nt  to  take  possession  *of  her,  as  their  property.  Soon  [  *  56 1 
liter  the  attachment  was  levied,  they  put  in  a  claim  of  prop- 
erty, which  was  tried  before  a  jury  summoned  for  that  purpose, 
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by  the  defendant ;  but  after  hearing  the  proofs  and  allegations 
of  the  parties,  the  jury  separated,  without  coming  to  a  decision. 
The  defendant,  on  receiving  a  bond  of  indemnity  from  the 
claimants,  delivered  the  vessel  up  to  them,  and  she  soon  after 
sailed  for  Portsmouth,  her  register  still  remaining  unaltered. 
It  appeared,  that  all  that  part  of  the  bill  of  sale  to  Coffin^ 
.Haven,  and  Long,  which  contains  a  recital  of  the  certificate 
of  registry,  was  in  blank,  at  the  time  it  was  produced  to  the 
sheriff's  jury ;  that  the  same  bill  of  sale  was  produced  at  the 
trial  of  the  cause,  and  the  blank  was  then  filled  up,  by  inserting 
the  certificate  of  registry. 

The  judge  charged  the  jury,  that  the  grantee  or  vendee  of 
a  deed  or  written  instrument  could  not,  after  its  execution, 
alter  it,  even  in  an  immaterial  part,  without  destroying  its 
validity ;  but  that  an  alteration  in  an  immaterial  part,  with  the 
consent  of  the  grantor  or  vendor,  would  not  vitiate  the  instru- 
ment ;  that  it  was  not  requisite,  for  the  purpose  of  transferring 
the  property  in  a  vessel,  that  the  certificate  of  registry  should 
be  recited  in  the  bill  of  sale ;  that  in  this  action,  which  was 
merely  to  try  the  right  of  property,  the  insertion  or  omission 
of  the  recital  was  immaterial ;  and  he  left  it  to  the  jury  to 
decide,  whether  the  alteration  of  the  bill  of  sale,  by  inserting 
the  recital,  was  made  by  the  vendues,  with  or  without  the  con- 
sent of  the  vendor  ;  and  if  made  without  his  consent,  that  they 
should  find  a  verdict  for  the  plaintiffs ;  but  if  it  was  made 
with  the  consent  of  the  vendor,  that  then  they  should  find  a 
verdict  for  the  defendant.  The  jury  found  a  verdict  for  the 
defendant. 

A  motion  was  made  to  set  aside  the  verdict 


BrinJcerhoff,  for  the  plaintiff.  Any  alteration  of  a  written 
instrument,  after  it  has  been  executed,  even  in  an  immaterial 
part,  renders  the  instrument  void.  {Pigofs  case,  11  Co.  27. 
4  Term  Rep.  329.  Shep.  Touch.  69,  70,  71.)  And  it  was 
decided,  in  Facman's  case,  (2  RoU.  Abr.  29.  (U.)  pi.  6.)  that 
a  bond,  altered  by  consent  of  both  parties,  was  void.    But 

[  *  57  ]  admitting  that  an  alteration  *might  be  made  by  consent  of 
both  parties,  still  it  cannot  be  done,  if  the  rights  of  third 
persons  will  be  prejudiced  by  such  alteration  ;  and  here  the 
rights  of  the  plaintiff,  under  the  attachment,  are  affected,  for 
the  alteration  was  made  after  the  writ  of  attachment  was 
served. 

By  the  act  of  Congress,  {Laws  of  the  V.  S.  vol.  II.  p.  131. 
^  14.^  whenever  a  vessel  is  sold,  she  must  be  registered  anew, 
and  if  the  register  is  not  recited  in  the  bill  of  ^e,  the  vessel 
loses  her  American  character,  and  is  obliged  to  pay  duties  as 
a  foreign  vessel.  The  insertion  of  the  registry,  therefore, 
was  a  material   alteration,  and  for  the  benefit  of  the  de- 

"  fendant. 
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IVellsj  contnu  The  bill  of  sale,  without  a  recital  of  the 
registry,  was  sufficient  to  transfer  the  property  in  the  vessel. 
If  the  justice  of  the  case  is,  therefore,  with  the  plaintiff,  the 
court  will  not  lightly  disturb  the  verdict,  {2  Term  Rep.  4.) 
nor  will  they  send  back  the  cause  on  a  mere  technical  objec- 
tion, or  nice  point  of  law.     (2  SaUc.  646.  4  Term  llep,  463.) 

It  is  true,  that  a  grantee  can  make  no  alteration  whatever 
in  a  deed.  The  rule  is  founded  on  a  wise  caution,  and  in 
good  policy ;  but  the  reason  of  it  does  not  apply,  where  both 
parties  consent  to  make  the  alteration,  and  especially  in  an 
immaterial  part.  If  the  property  passes  by  a  bill  of  sale,  that 
docs  not  recite  the  register,  then  the  filling  up  the  blanks,  or 
inserting  the  register,  was  not  material.  For,  as  this  is  a  mere 
question  of  property,  the  effect  of  the  omission  or  insertion  of 
the  register  on  the  character  of  the  vessel,  cannot  alter  the 
case.  An  alteration  by  the  obligor  in  a  deed  in  a  material 
part,  does  not  avoid  it.  (Comyn^  Fait,  F.  1.)  In  the  case  of 
Markham  v.  Oamaston,  (Moorcj  547.  But  see  Cro.  Eliz.  626. 
contra.)  where  blanks  were  left  in  a  bond,  which  were  filled 
up  by  tne  consent  of  the  parties,  the  deed  was  held  to  be  good ; 
and  in  Zouch  v.  CJayc,  ^2  Lev.  35.  1  Vent.  185.  2  Ch.  Rep. 
410.  Paget  V.  Paget.)  the  whole  court  held,  that  an  alteration 
by  consent  of  parties  did  not  make  a  deed  void ;  and  the  de- 
cision in  Markham  v.  •  GomastaUy  as  reported  by  Moore,  was 
recognized  as  correct,  though  a  contrary  decision  appears  in 
Cro.  Elizabeth.  The  *case  in  2  RoU.  Ahr.  29.  pi.  5.  is  said 
by  Lord  Kenyan,  (4  Term  Rep.  323.  1  Anst.  228.  S.  C.)  to 
have  been  overruled  since,  and  is  certainly  inconsistent  with 
the  decisions  in  Moore  and  Levinz. 


ALBANY, 

Feb.  1809. 


[•58] 


D.  B.  Ogden,  in  reply,  observed,  that,  as  the  insertion  of 
the  register  affected  the  character  of  the  vessel,  it  was  mate- 
rial ;  and  if  material  for  any  purpose,  it  must  be  considered  as 
material  to  every  purpose.  The  position  of  Baron  Comyn  is 
not  warranted  by  PigoVs  case,  to  which  he  refers  as  an  au- 
thority, but  the  very  contrary  is  stated  by  Coke.  In  none  of 
the  cases  cited  does  it  appear,  that  the  alterations  were  made 
after  the  deed  had  been  delivered ;  and  if  after  execution,  and 
before  the  delivery,  then  the  alterations  were  made  before  the 
deed  took  effect.  In  Zouch  v.  Claye,  after  A.  and  B.  had 
executed  a  bond,  the  name  of  D.,  a  third  obligor,  was  inserted 
by  consent,  who  also  executed  the  obligation ;  and  the  ques- 
tion was,  whether  this  alteration  made  the  bond  void  against 
A.  and  B.  In  the  present  case,  a  blank  deed  was  executed 
and  delivered,  and  afterwards  filled  up  by  the  grantor's  con- 
tent ;  a  much  stronger  case  than  any  which  have  been  cited. 

Thompson,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court.    The  first 

objection  raised  on  the  part  of  the  plaintiff,  against  the  validi- 
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ty  of  the  transfer  of  property  in  the  brig  America,  by  Evansy 
the  absent  debtor,  to  Cojin  and  others,  is,  that  the  bill  of  sale 
was  originally  void,  because  the  grand  bill*  of  sale  was  not  de- 
livered as  a  substitute  for  the  possession  of  the  brig.  This 
objection  was,  however,  abandoned  during  the  argument,  on 
the  ground  that  (if  amounting  to  any  thing)  it  ought  to  have 
been  raised  at  the  frial.  The  real  and  only  point,  then,' 

before  us,  is,  whether  the  fillyig  up  of  the  blank  left  in  the 
bill  of  sale,  for  the  certificate  of  registry,  rendered  the  bill  of 
sale  void.  The  jury  have  found  that  the  blank  was  filled  up 
with  the  consent  of  Evans,  the  vendor.  The  testimony  upon 
which  that  finding  was  grounded,  is  not  stated  in  the  case ; 
we  are,  therefore,  to  take  it  for  granted,  that  that  fact  is  not 
controverted,  and  *are,  of  course,  relieved  from  any  inquiry 
how  far  such  an  act  could  have  been  permitted  without  the 
consent  of  the  vendor.  Neither  is  it  requisite  to  examine 
whether  the  filling  up  of  this  blank  made  a  material  alteration 
in  the  deed,  because  I  think  it  can  be  maintained  that  a  deed 
may  be  altered  in  a  material  part  with  the  consent  of  both 
parties.  It  is  diflScult  to  perceive  any  objection  to  this, 
since  the  temptations  to  abuse  and  fraud,  which  would  be 
felt,  if  such  alterations  were  allowed  by  one  party  only,  do 
not  exist. 

In  2  Roll,  Abr.  29.  (U.)  pi.  5.  it  is,  however,  stated,  that  if 
a  material  alteration  be  made  in  a  deed  by  the  obligor,  with 
the  consent  of  the  obligee,  it  is  still  void ;  and  for  this,  Fac- 
man^s  case  in  the  C.  P.  is  cited.  But  when  this  case  was 
cited  in  Master  v.  Miller,  (4  Term  Rep.  323.)  Lord  Kenyan 
said  that  there  had  been  contrary  decisions  since;  and  in 
MarJcham  v.  Gomastoh,  as  reported  in  Moore,  647.  a  subsequent 
and  contrary  decision  is  stated  to  have  been  made  in  the  K. 
B.  A  bond  was  given,  containing  a  recital  of  a  former  bond 
or  recognizance,  against  which  the  one  then  in  question  was 
taken  by  way  of  indemnity.  The  former  bond  was  recited 
with  a  blank  for  the  Christian  name  and  addition  of  the 
obligee,  and  this  blank  was  afterwards  filled  up.  In  a  suit 
upon  the  bond  of  indemnity,  this  matter  was  specially  pleaded, 
and  the  plaintiff  replied,  that  the  blank  was  filled  up  with  the 
assent  of  the  obligor,  and,  upon  demurrer,  judgment  was  given 
for  the  plaintiff.  That  is  a  case  very  analogous,  and,  indeed, 
in  point ;  for  it  will  be  admitted  that  the  blanks  in  that  case 
were  material. 

In  the  case  of  2j0uch  v.  Claye,  (2  Lev,  35.)  this  decision  in 
Moore  is  cited  by  Sir  M.  Hale  and  the  whole  court,  as  correct- 
ly reported  ;  and  the  court  there  established  the  doctrine,  that 
an  alteration  in  a  bond,  in  a  material  part,  by  consent  of  all 
parties,  did  not  vitiate  the  instrument.  I  am  aware  that  the 
brief,  and  sometimes  contradictory  manner  of  stating  the  case 
and  decision,  in  the  old  reports,  renders  their  authority  less 
conclusive  than  it  would  otherwise  *be  ^  and  this  remark  ap- 
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plies  to  the  case  of  MarJcham  t.  Gomattony  as  being  reported 
with  considerable  variation  in  Moore  and  Croke,  (Cro.  Eliz^ 
626.)  But  Lord  Chief  Baron  Comyn  understood  the  decision 
in  Levinz,  as  being  a  direct  and  fiill  authority  on  the  point 
before  us^  and  so  he  gives  it  in  his  Digest  (Vol.  4.  p.  169.) 
A  decision  took  place  before  Lord  Mansfield,  in  Texira  v. 
Eoansj  which  is  also  in  fiivor  of  the  validity  of  such  an  altera- 
tion. The  case  is  stated  by  Wihon,  J.,  in  the  Exchequer 
Chamber^  in  1  Anst  238.  A  bond  was  executed  with  blanks 
for  the  name  and  sum,  and  delivered  by  the  obligor  to  an 
agent  for  the  purpose  of  raising  money;  the  plaintiff  lent  a 
sum,  and  the  agent  accordingly  filled  up  the  blanks  with  that 
ram.  and  the  plaintiflTs  name^  and  delivered  the  bond  to  him, 
and  on  non  e$t  factum  pleaded,  the  bond  was  held  good. 

As  between  the  parties  themselves,  I  cannot  discover  any 
well-founded  objection  to  this  rule.  If  the  interests  of  third 
persons  had  in  the  mean  time  attached,  perhaps  a  deed  so  al- 
tered ought  not  to  have  relation  back  to  the  time  of  its  execu- 
tioQ.  But  that  was  not  the  case  here.  The  bill  of  sale  was 
perfectly  competent,  with  the  blank  in  it,  to  pass  the  property 
of  Enans ;  and  all  that  has  been  contended  on  the  part  of  the 
plaintiffs  is,  that  the  insertion  of  the  certificate  of  re^stry  save 
the  vendees  some  additional  privileges  in  the  enjoyment  of  the 
vessel.  But  the  property  still  had  vested  in  them,  even  with- 
out the  enjoyment  of  those  privileges.  Eoata  had  no  interest 
left  in  the  vessel  which  could  be  attached. 

The  ofHoion  of  the  court,  therefore,  is,  that  the  motion  for  a 
new  trial  must  be  denied. 


ALBANY, 

Feb.  1809. 

WOOLLXT 

V. 
CoirtTAllT. 


Rule  refused. 
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*DoE,  ex  dem.  Barnes  and  others^  against  Provoost 
and  others. 

p.  devised  THIS  was  ao  actioQ  of  ejectment  brought  to  recover  the 
dw^ter^  c?,  Undivided  one  fourth  part  of  a  house  and  lot  in  the  first  ward 
"durinr  the  of  the  city  of  New-- York.  The  cause  was  tried  at  the  last  sit- 
S?  iSSiedi'  tings,  and  a  verdict  taken  for  the  phantiff,  subject  to  the 
aiciy  after  her  opinion  of  the  court,  upou  the  following  case  i 
amon^^'au  and  Peter  Praa  was  seised  in  fee  of  the  premises,  and  by  his 
every  such  child  will,  dated  5th  Auguttj  1739,  deviscd  as  follows :  "I  devise 
Se^iaid  c^shaU  ^^  ^Y  daughter,  Christiana  Provoastj  the  dwelling-house  and 
have  lawfully  ground  she  uow  lives  on,  to  hold  the  said  house  and  ground 
^"*of  *'  ^r  for  and  during  the  term  of  her  life ;  «td  imm€*diately  after  her 
death,  in  fee  death,  I  give  me  same  unto  and  among  all  and  every  such  child 
Tw  d?videS  and  children  as  tlie  said  Christiana  shall  have  lawfully  begot- 
»>etw©en  ^ra,  ten,  at  the  time  of  her  death,  in  fee  shwpte,  equally  to  be  di- 
aUke.'^  It  was  ^ided  between  them,  share  and  share  alike.'' 
held,  that  the  It  was  admitted  that  the  home  and  gromd  mentioned  in  the 
c!^  wb!>  were  devise  were  the  premisea  in  qoestioa,  and  that  the  diefendants 
living  at    Uie  were  in  possession. 

^^,  ud  at  the  It  was  proved,  that  under  the  devrsey  Christiana  continued 
<J«a<i>  of  Uw  tcs-  in  possession  until  her  death  in  1796,  leavhwg  Jonathan  Pr&- 
^tSd  remain^  ^oost  her  Only  surviving  child,  the  father  rf  the  drfendmitSy  aand 
Jh '  •'"  ^^\h^^  ^^^  *^  ^^  death,  Jmatham  entered  into  tlw  poSMMVon  of  the 
bi^'°£en  any  premises,  and  remained  in  possession  aibowt  cdgtat  yeart^  and 
cJ^i^bwnaf.  until  his  death;  and  that  he,  by  his  last  will,  specifically  be- 
ute  would  ha^  queathed  the  premises  to  his  heirs,  who  entered  under  it  at  his 
opcTOd  for  their  death.  Christiana  had  four  children  by  her  husband,  David 
that  the  children  Provoosty  at  the  time  of  the  will,  and  at  the  death  of  Peter 
ofadauditerof  Praa;  and  one  of  them,  Catharine^  died  intestate  before  her 
the  Ufe-time  aC  mother,  leaving  the  lessors  of  the  plaintifi*  her  heirs  at  law. 
w '  th"***?**^'  Upon  this  case,  the  point  raised  by  the  plaintifi"  was,  that  all 
eSiUed  *to  *ihc  the  children  of  Christiana  were  entitled  to  a  proportional  part 
[  *  62  ]  *of  the  premises,  and  that  their  representatives  are  now  enti- 
shareofcT.who  tied  to  it,  although  some  of  the  children  died  before  Chris* 

tator. 

D.  B.  O^deny  for  the  plaintiff.  The  children  of  Christiana 
Provoosty  who  were  living  at  the  death  of  Peter  Praay  took  a 
vested  remainder.  This  is  the  natural  and  obvious  construc- 
tion of  the  will,  and  the  only  one  consistent  with  the  evident 
intent  of  the  testator.  The  testator  gives  to  all  the  children 
and  to  each  child  its  proportional  part.  He  meant  to  pr9vide 
for  C.  Provoost  and  her  issue  ;  and  all  her  children,  whether 
living  or  not,  would  take  at  her  death,  the  remainder  being 
vested  at  the  death  of  the  testator. 
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In  the  case  of  Wimple  t.  Fondaj  (2  Johns.  Rtp.  288.)  such  a 
devise  web  held  to  create  a  vested  remainder. 

In  the  case  of  Cook  v.  Cook^  (2  Vem.  545.)  it  was  decided 
that  the  words  '  begotten,'  and '  to  be  begotten/  are  to  be  con- 
strued the  same,  and  that  though  there  was  only  one  child 
living  at  the  death  of  the  testator,  the  estate  should  open  and 
take  in  an  after-bom  sou- 


Albany, 

Feb.  1809. 


T.  A.  Emmeij  contra.  The  question  is,  whether  there  was 
a  vested  or  a  contingent  remainder.  It  was,  no  doubt,  the  in- 
tention of  the  testator,  to  provide  for  any  after-bom  children 
of  C.  Provoost.  Where  there  is  any  person,  in  esse,  capable 
of  taking,  the  estate  will  vest,  and  open  again  as  to  the  chil- 
dren after-born ;  and  where  a  contingent  remainder  is  limited 
to  several  persons,  it  will  vest  in  the  person  first  becoming  ca- 
pable of  taking,  and  open  again  as  to  any  persons  becoming 
capable  during  the  ccMitinuance  of  the  particular  estate. 
{CnUse^s  Dig.  Tit.  16.  c.  5.  §  11.  Yet  if  a  man  devise  land 
to  the  children  of  /.  S,,  no  children  bom  after  the  death  of  the 
testator  can  take.  (Shep.  Touch.  418.  (436.)  In  the  case  of 
Wimple  V.  Fonda^  there  was  a  person  in  esse^  capable  of  taking 
at  the  time  of  the  devise.  Where  a  person  devised  land  to  his 
son  for  life,  and  after  his  death,  to  his  son's  children,  this  was 
held  to  be  a  contiagent  remainder  in  fee.  {Goodright  v.  JDun- 
Aom,  Doug.  264.)  The  uncertainty  of  the  words  of  descrip- 
tion will  *make  a  remaindei^  contingent.  Here  the  word 
*  children'  is  itself  uncertain,  and  that  uncertainty  is  increased 
by  the  words  "  lawfully  begotten  at  the  time  of  her  death." 
(2  Bos.  Sf  Pull.  289.  Cro.  EUz.  630.)  It  was  not  the  inten- 
tion of  the  testator  to  provide  for  grandchildren ;  and  grand- 
children cannot  take  where  there  are  children  capable  of  tak- 
ing at  the  time.  ^2  Vem.  107.)  The  words  lawfully  begotten 
necessarily  qualify  the  word  cnildren.  They  are  intended  to 
exclude  illegitimate  children,  and  the  tme  sense  and  construc- 
tion is,  such  lawfully  begotten  children  as  C.  Provoost  shall 
have  at  the  time  of  her  death.  The  use  of  the  words,  <  all 
and  every  such  chUd  and  children,'  evidently  shows  that  the 
testator  not  only  meant  such  children  as  should  be  living  at 
the  time  of  his  death,  but  that  he  had  in  view  a  possible  sur- 
vivorship among  the  children. 

Tan  Ness,  J.  That  the  constmction  given  to  the  clause  of 
the  will  by  the  counsel  for  the  plaintiff,  accords  with  the  inten- 
tion of  the  testator,  can  hardly  be  doubted ;  and  the  only  ques- 
tion is,  whether  he  has  made  use  of  sufficient  words  to  effect- 
uate his  intent. 

It  is  a  rale  in  the  construction  of  wills,  particularly  of  those 
inartificially  and  obscurely  drawn,  to  advert,  in  order  to  discov- 
er the  intention  of  the  testator,  to  his  situation  at  the  time  of 
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ALBANY,  making  the  will,  as  to  the  number  of  his  children,  the  difierenl 
J^!^l^  kinds  of  property  of  which  he  was  seised,  &c.  (6  OrMt.  Dig. 
158,  and  the  cases  there  cited.)  When  this  will  was  exe- 

cuted, the  testator's  daughter,  Christiana^  had  four  children ; 
and,  judging  from  the  great  length  of  time  she  lived  after  the 
date  of  the  will,  the  testator  undoubtedly  supposed  it  probable 
that  she  might  have  several  more.  His  intention  was,  and  such, 
I  think,  is  a  fair  construction  of  the  words  he  has  made  use  of, 
to  give  the  property  in  question  to  his  daughter,  during  her 
life,  and  to  her  descendants,  after  her  death.  But  as  a  devise 
of  the  remainder  to  her  children  then  born,  would  exclude  any 
children  she  might  afterwards  have,  he  has,  by  the  terms  of 
[  •  64  ]  his  will,  endeavored  to  guard  against  such  an  *event.  On  the 
part  of  the  lessors  of  the  plaintiiT,  it  is  insisted,  that  upon  the 
testator's  death,  the  whole  estate  vested  at  the  same  time ; 
namely,  an  estate  for  life  in  his  daughter,  and  a  remainder  in 
fee  in  her  children  then  living ;  and,  that  in  case  Christiana 
should  have  borne  any  other  child  or  children,  after  the  date 
of  the  will,  that  the  estate  in  reinainder  would  open  for  the 
purpose  of  letting  in  *'  such  child  or  children"  for  their  share. 
On  the  part  of  the  defendants  it  is  admitted  that,  upon  the 
death  of  the  testator,  Christiana  took  an  estate  for  life ;  but  it 
is  contended,  that  the  remainder  was  contingent,  and  did  not 
vest  until  her  death ;  and  that  then  it  went  to  her  surviving 
child,  under  whom  the  defendants  claim. 

This  latter  construction  of  the  will  is  extremely  harsh,  and 
opposed  not  only  to  the  justice  of  the  case,  but,>in  my  opinion, 
to  the  manifest  intention  of  the  devisor.  The  effect  of  it  would 
be  to  exclude  the  grandchildren  of  Christiana  altogether ;  and 
it  ought,  therefore,  not  to  be  allowed,  unless  the  words  of  the 
devise  admit  of  no  other  reasonable  interpretation.  I  think 
the  devise  does  admit  of  another  construction,  and  one  per- 
fectly warranted  by  the  words  in  which  it  is  expressed. 

The  word  begotten  is  here  used  as  synonymous  with  the 
word  borne ;  and,  substituting  the  latter  word,  the  will  would 
read  thus:  ''Such  child  or  children  as  the  said  Christiana 
shall  have  lawfully  borne  at  the  time  of  her  death."  These 
latter  words,  "  at  the  time  of  her  death,"  evidently  signify  the 
same  as,  in  her  life-time.  If  the  words,  "  at  the  time  of  her 
death,"  in  the  will,  be  taken  in  the  sense  here  stated,  and  the 
words  "  shall  have  begotten,"  be  considered  as  a  verb  in  the 
future  tense,  the  result  will  be  the  same ;  the  devise  will  then 
read  thus :  ''  Such  child  or  children  as  the  said  Christiana  shall 
have  lawfully  begotten  (or  borne)  in  her  life-time."  The  word 
**  begotten,"  in  this  view  of  the  case  is,  indeed,  liable  to  some 
criticism,  but  the  sense  in  which  the  testator  has  here  used  it, 
cannot  be  misapprehended.  In  adopting  this  interpretation, 
I  cannot  perceive  that  any  violence  is  done  to  the  words  of 
62 


Digitized  by 


Google 


OF  THE  STATE  OF  NEW- YORK. 


•66 


•the  will  itself;  the  whole  of  which,  on  the  contrary^  is  thus 
rendered  plain  and  intelligible,  every  presumption  of  a  limita- 
tion in  favor  of  the  surviving  heirs  is  repelled,  and  the  clear 
intent  of  the  testator  effectuated. 

The  result  of  this  construction  is,  that,  upon  the  decease  of 
the  devisor,  Christiana  took  an  estate  for  life,  and  her  four 
children,  then  living,  took  a  vested  remainder  in  fee ;  and,  in 
case  there  had  been  any  after-born  child  or  children  of  CArt*- 
tiafia,  tlie  remainder  would  have  opened  for  their  benefit,  so 
that  the  property,  in  the  language  of  the  will,  might  be  equally 
divided  between  them,  share  and  share  alike. 

To  give  effect  to  the  construction  set  up  on  the  part  of  the 
defendants,  we  are  compelled  to  add  to  the  devise  the  word 
"  surviving,"  and  to  read  it  thus :  such  surviving  child  or  chil- 
dren as  she  may  have,  lawfully  begotten,  at  the  time  of  her 
death.  This  would  make  the  remainder  contingent,  because 
of  the  uncertainty  of  the  person  who  is  to  take :  as  it  was  un- 
known which,  or  whether  any  of  the  children  of  Christiana 
would  survive  her. — But  it  is  an  established  rule,  that  the  court 
never  construes  a  limitation  into  an  executory  devise,  'when  it 
may  take  effect  as  a  remainder,  nor  a  remainder  to  be  corUin- 
gentj  when  it  can  be  taken  to  be  vested.  (6  Crui.  Dig,  444.  «. 
IJ.  3  Term  Rep,  488.  hes  v.  Legg^  in  note.) 

This  rule  applies  with  peculiar  force  to  the  present  case,  and 
greatly  increases  my  repugnance  to  the  construction  insisted 
upon  by  the  defendants.  Here«  consistently  with  the  terms  of 
the  wiU,  it  may  be  so  construed  as  to  give  to  the  children  of 
Chrisiianaj  bcMrn  at  the  date  of  the  will,  a  vested  remainder. — 
And  can  there  be  any  hesitation,  in  furtherance  of  the  intent, 
to  adopt  such  a  construction,  more  especially,  when  the  rights 
of  the  grandchildren  are  saved  thereby,  who  would  otherwise 
be  entirely  excluded  f 

In  OcUeSy  ex  dem.  Hatterhjj  v.  Jackson,  (2  Str.  1172.  the 
devise  was  to  the  wife  for  life,  and  afler  her  death,  to  her 
daughter  Isabella^  and  her  children  on  her  body  begotten,  or 
to  be  begotten,  and  their  heirs  in  fee.  Isabella,  *the  daugh- 
ter, at  the  time  of  making  the  will,  had  one  daughter,  and 
afterwards  two  sons  and  another  daughter,  all  of  whom  she 
survived.  It  was  held  that  Isabella  took  as  joint  tenant  with 
all  her  children,  as  well  that  bom  at  the  time  of  making  the 
will,  as  those  bom  afterwards ;  and  that  it  was  no  objection  to 
the  vesting  of  the  estate  in  the  children,  because  it  commenced 
at  different  times.  The  words  "  to  be  begotten,"  used  in  this 
case,  do  not  distinguish  it  from  the  one  under  consideration : 
because,  "  begotten"  and  "  to  be  begotten,"  in  the  constmc- 
tion  of  wills  and  settlements,  signify  the  same  thing.  This 
has  been  frequently  so  decided.  {Cooky.  CooA:,  2  Fer.  545. 
2  P.  Wms.  426.  Hunt  v.  Ireland.^  In  the  case  of  Doe,  ex 
dem.  WUHs  and  others,  v.  Martin,  (4  T<^w  Rep.  39.)  the  lands, 
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by  a  marriage  Bettlement,  were  c<Miveyed  to  trustees,  to  the 
use  of  the  wife  for  life ;  remainder  to  the  use  of  the  husband 
for  life,  remainder  to  the  use  of  the  children  of  the  marriage, 
or  such  of  themy  &c.  as  the  husband  and  wife  should  appoint ; 
and,  for  the  want  of  such  appointment,  to  the  use  of  every 
the  child  or  children  equally  in  fee.  There  were  several  chil- 
dren of  the  marriage,  and  no  valid  appointment  having  been 
made,  it  was  held,  that  all  the  children  took  a  vested,  and  not 
a  contingent,  remainder.  But  the  case  of  Doe  v.  Perryn  (3 
Term  Rep.  484.)  is,  perhaps,  more  exactly  in  point,  though  I 
think  it  a  stronger  case  than  the  present.  There  the  devise 
was  to  the  niece  of  the  testator,  then  a  feme  covert  for  life, 
remainder  to  trustees,  to  preserve  contingent  remainders, 
remainder  to  all  and  every  the  children  of  the  niece,  begotten, 
or  to  be  begotten  on  her  body,  and  their  heirs,  to  be  equally 
divided  between  them,  with  divers  other  remainders,  for  de- 
fault of  issue  of  the  niece.  The  niece  had  no  issue  till  after 
the  death  of  the  testator,  and  then  she  had  three  children. 
It  was  held,  notwithstanding,  that  the  estate  vested  on  the 
birth  of  the  first  child  of  the  niece,  and  that  it  afterwards 
opened  for  the  benefit  of  the  children  subsequently  bom. 
The  reasoning  of  Butter,  J.,  in  this  case  is  very  forcible.  He 
says,  ^'  But  if  this  (the  estate)  were  held  not  to  vest  till  the 
death  *of  the  parents,  this  inconvenience  would  follow,  that 
it  would  not  so  to  grandchildren ;  for  if  a  child  were  bom, 
who  died  in  the  life-time  of  his  parents,  leaving  issue,  such 
grandchild  could  not  take,  which  could  not  be  supposed  to  be 
Uie  intention  of  the  devisor."  In  the  case  before  us,  the 
estate  in  remainder  vested  immediately  upon  the  death  of  the 
testator,  Christiana  having  four  children  then  living;  and 
nothing  has  occurred  since  to  divest  it,  for  there  was  not  even 
the  birth  of  another  child.  ^See  also  the  cases  of  hes  y. 
Legg,  and  particularly,  1  Vez.jun.  174.  Cunningham  v.  Moody. 
1  Inst,  188.  a.  Har.  and  Butt,  note  72.  tit.  Tenants  in  Connnon.) 
Some  of  these  cases  arose  upon  deeds,  but  the  same  rule  pre- 
vails in  the  construction  of  wills.  A  devise  of  lands  operates 
as  an  appointment  to  uses,  in  nature  of  a  legal  conveyance. 
( Cowper,  304,  305.  Hogan  v.  Jackson.) 

I  am  of  opinion,  therefore,  that  the  intention  of  the  testa- 
tor, as  fairly  deducible  from  the  will,  was,  after  th^  death  of 
his  daughter  Christiana,  to  give  this  property  to  all  her  chil- 
dren, bom,  or  to  be  bom  after  the  date  of  the  will ;  that  the 
children,  upon  the  death  of  the  testator,  took  a  vested  re- 
mainder, and,  consequently,  that  the  plaintiff  is  entitled  to 
judgment,  for  an  undivided  fourth  part  of  the  premises  in 
question. 

Kent,  Ch.  J.,  Thompson,  J.,  and  Yates,  J.,  were  of  the  same 
opinion. 
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Spencer,  J.  Peter  Praa  was  seised  in  fee  of  the  premises 
in  question,  which  he  devised  as  follows  :  ^'  £em,  I  give  and 
bequeath  unto  my  daughter  Christiana  Provoost^  the  dwelling- 
house  and  ground  she  now  lives  on,  to  hold  the  said  house 
and  ground  for  and  during  the  term  of  her  life,  and  immedi- 
ately after  the  death  of  the  said  Christiana,  I  give  the  above 
devised  premises  unto  and  among  all  and  every  such  child  and 
children  as  the  said  Christiana  Provoost  shall  have  lawfully 
begotten  at  the  time  of  her  death,  in  fee  simple,  equaJly  to 
be  divided  between  them,  share  and  share  *alike."  Under 
this  devise,  Christiana  continued  in  possession  until  her  death 
in  the  year  1798,  leaving  Jonathan  Provoost  her  only  surviv- 
ing child,  and  father  of  the  defendants ;  and  who  on  her 
death  entered  into  possession,  and  continued  therein  until  his 
death,  prior  to  which  he  specifically  devised  the  same,  and  the 
devisors  entered. 

Christiana  Provoost  had  four  children  by  her  husband,  David 
Provoost,  at  the  time  Peter  Praa  made  his  will,  and  at  the 
time  of  his  death ;  and  one  of  them,  Catharine,  died  before 
her  mother,  leaving  the  lessors  of  the  plaintiff  her  heirs. 

Is  the  remainder  devised  after  the  determination  of  the  life 
estate,  vested  or  contingent?  If  it  be  of  the  former  kind,  then 
it  was  capable  of  alienation,  or  descent;  if  of  the  latter,  then 
the  ancestor  of  the  lessors,  not  being  in  esse,  at  the  determi- 
nation of  the  particular  estate,  took  nothing  by  the  devise. 
After  the  fullest  consideration  given  to  this  question,  my  opin- 
ion is,  that  the  remainder  is  contingent,  and  that  none  of  the 
children  of  Christiana  took  any  thing  by  the  devise,  unless 
living  at  her  death.  The  devise  is  clearly  contingent,  as  to 
the  children  who  might  be  born  of  Christiana  after  the  devise ; 
but  that  circumstance,  I  admit,  does  not  give  a  decisive  char- 
acter to  the  remainder,  with  respect  to  those  who  were  in  esse 
at  the  time ;  for  it  is  well  settled,  that  a  vested  remainder  is 
subject  to  open  on  the  birth  of  children,  or  the  happening  of 
events  designated  by  the  devisor. 

There  are  no  cases  precisely  parallel  to  the  present ;  and  I 
say,  in  the  language  of  Lord  Chief  Justice  Wihiot,  that  cases 
npon  wills  have  no  great  weight,  unless  they  are  exactly  to  the 
very  point,  and  similar,  in  every  respect,  to  the  case  before 
the  court.  I  am  ready  to  admit,  that  the  leaning  of  courts,  if 
courts  ought  to  lean,  should  be  in  favor  of  vested  remainders. 
But  if  this  doctrine  be  carried  too  far,  we  should  not  only  dis- 
tort and  violate  the  words  employed  by  devisors  as  signs  of 
their  ideas,  but  we  should  obliterate  from  our  books  all  traces 
of  distinction  between  vested  and  contingent  remainders. 
The  law  benignly  supposes,  that  ^wills  are  made  in  extremis ; 
it  does  not,  therefore,  exact  the  same  technical  nicety  in  wills 
as  in  deeds ;  but  the  rule  is,  to  read  the  will,  and,  by  its  lan- 
guage and  its  evident  intention,  to  collect  its  sense  and  mean- 
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ing,  and  then  to  cany  that  intention  into  effect,  if,  consistently 
with  the  rules  of  law,  it  can  be  done.  In  interpreting  this 
will,  I  conceive  it  my  duty  so  to  construe  it  as  to  avoid  ab- 
surdities, and  to  pay  particular  attention  to  the  state  of  things 
when  it  was  made.  The  devisor  had  a  daughter  then  married, 
who  had  four  children ;  he  contemplated  the  probability  or 
possibility  that  this  daughter  might  have  other  children,  that 
her  husband  might  die,  and  that  she  might  have  illegitimate 
children ;  he  contemplated,  also,  the  possibility,  that  of  the 
four  grandchildren  then  living,  some  of  them  might  die  before 
their  mother.  I  say,  all  these  events  were  contemplated  by 
the  testator,  because  the  will  evidently  points  to  them  all. 
The  remainder  is  not  devised  to  such  children  as  Christiana 
should  have,  but  to  such  child  and  children  as  she  should 
have,  clearly  indicating,  that  it  entered  into  his  intention,  that 
if  by  death  there  should  be  but  one  surviving  child,  then  the 
remainder  should  go  to  that  one.  The  remainder  is  given,  not 
only  to  such  child  and  children  as  Christiana  should  h^ve, 
but  to  such  child  and  children  as  she  should  have  lawfully 
begotten ;  thus  clearly  manifesting  an  intention  to  exclude 
illegitimate  children,  and  admitting  the  possibility  that  she 
might  have  such.  And  then,  as  I  read  the  devise,  the 
remainder  is  given  to  such  legitimate  child  or  children  as 
Christiana  shall  have  at  the  time  of  her  death ;  or,  in  other 
words,  to  such  legitimate  children  of  Christiana  as  shall  be 
living  at  the  time  of  her  death.  In  common  parlance,  "  hav- 
ing children,"  when  applied  to  any  particular  period,  denotes 
children  living.  If  it  had  been  asked  of  Christiana  just  before 
her  death, "  How  many  children  have  you  .'^"  The  answer  would 
have  been,  "  Three."  Had  the  querist  wished  to  have  knowTi 
more,  and  to  have  ascertained  how  many  children  she  had 
borne,  he  would  have  put  a  different  question,  by  asking,  "  How 
many  children  have  you  had  ?"  To  maintain,  that  the  devisor 
meant  to  give  the  ^remainder  to  all  the  children  that  should 
be  bom  of  Christiana^  without  reference  to  their  being  living 
at  the  time  of  her  death,  and  without  making  that  the  contin- 
gency, leads  to  great  absurdities  ;  it  supposes,  that  the  testa- 
tor considered  her  capable  of  begetting  children,  a  quality  not 
attributable  to  females ;  and  the  testator  must  be  presumed 
either  to  have  introduced  the  words,  "  at  the  time  of  her 
death,"  without  any  meaning,  or  to  have  meant  to  exclude 
from  inheriting,  those  children  which  she  might  beget  after 
her  death.  If  meaning  is  to  be  given  to  the  words,  "  at  the 
time  of  her  death,"  it  appears  to  me  impossible  to  give  them 
any  other  construction,  than  to  consider  it  an  epoch,  by  which 
the  testator  meant  something ;  and  by  referring  this  back  to 
such  child  and  children  as  his  daughter  should  have,  evidently 
means,  such  as  she  should  have  living  at  the  time  of  her  death. 
I  can  never  agree  to  reject  words  employed  in  a  will, 
when  they  can  have  a  sense  and  •  operation ;  and  much  less 
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can  I  agree  to  construe  words  in  such  a  manner  as  to  produce 
absurdity,  and  make  a  testator  speak  nonsense.  We  have  no 
right  fancifully  to  substitute  one  mode  of  expression  for  an- 
omer.  We  have  no  right  to  make  a  new  will,  but  can  only 
expound  it  upon  known  rules  of  construction,  without  violat- 

Xthe  plain  and  obvious  intent  of  the  devisor.     (2  Eq.  Ca. 
.345.  A.  ([40  9  Mod.  169.) 

The  case  ot  Doe  v.  Perryn  (3  Term  Rep.  484.)  is  supposed 
to  bear  strongly  on  this  case.  But  it  is  very  distinguishable 
from  it.  There  the  devise  was  to  Dorothy  Comberbach  for 
life,  remainder  to  trustees  to  preserve  contingent  remainders, 
remainder  to  all  and  every  the  children  of  Dorothy  Comber- 
bach^  begotten  or  to  be  begotten  on  her  body  by  J,  Comber- 
bachy  and  their  heirs  for  ever,  to  be  equally  divided  between 
and  among  such  children.  The  devisor  then  devised  over  the 
estate,  if  Dorothy  died  without  issue.  Comberbach  and  his 
wife  had  no  issue  at  the  time  of  the  testator's  death  ;  they  had 
three  children,  who  died  without  issue,  and  in  the  life-time  of 
their  parents.  The  question  was,  whether  any  interest  vested 
in  the  children  of  Dorothy.  It  was  contended,  that  if  the 
children  of  Dorothy  took  a  fee,  the  limitation  over  *took  effect, 
on  the  failure  of  issue  of  Dorothy^  at  the  death  of  the  survivor 
of  Dorothy  and  her  husband.  The  court  were  unanimously  of 
opinion,  that  there  was  nothing  in  the  will  to  limit  the  devise 
to  such  children  as  were  living  at  the  death  of  the  survivor  of 
Dorothy  and  James;  and  Ashhurst^  J.,  decides  that  case  on 
this  precise  point,  that  there  was  nothing  in  the  will  to  show, 
that  the  devise  must  necessarily  be  confined  to  children  living 
at  the  decease  of  their  psu'ents. 

In  the  present  case,  it  is  manifest  to  me  there  are  such 
words,  and  that  the  devisor's  intention  is  clear,  that  the  remain- 
der should  enure  to  such  legitimate  children  only,  as  Chris- 
tiana should  have,  living  at  the  time  of  her  death.  If  this 
will  be  read  without  ^e  words  "lawfully  begotten,"  there 
could  be  no  doubt ;  these  words  can  have  no  other  operation 
than  to  denote  the  intention,  that  the  child  and  children  the 
testator  meant  to  provide  for  should  be  legitimate. 

The  struggle  with  my  brethren  seems  to  be,  to  make  the 
grandchildren  of  the  testator  also  objects  of  the  devise,  and 
to  give  such  a  construction  to  the  will,  so  as  not  to  exclude  the 
issue  of  the  child  of  Christiana^  who  died  in  her  life-time. 
Had  the  testator  denoted  an  intention  to  provide  for  his  grand- 
children, I  should  have  tried  very  hard  to  effectuate  that  intent ; 
but  I  see  no  such  intention  in  the  will.  In  every  view  of  the 
subject,  I  am  confirmed  in  the  opinion,  that  this  remainder  is 
contingent,  and  that,  as  the  event  on  which  the  interest  of  the 
.lessor's  ancestor  depended,  did  not  happen,  by  her  being  alive 
on  the  death  of  Christiana,  the  defendant  is  entitled  to  judg- 
ment. 

Judgment  for  the  plamtifT. 
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^Hamilton  and  others  against  Wilson. 

f  ^  ?  ^h^f  TfflS  was  an  action  of  covenant  brought  by  the  plaintifis, 
the  covenant  of  as  AetV^  at  law  of  Jamcs  Hamilton,  deceased,  against  the  de* 
h?**riit  b^*t&  ^^"dants.  The  declaration  set  forth  a  deed  for  certain  lands 
hd^to/  the  in  the  military  tract,  made  and  executed  by  the  defendant  to 
CTantee  against  James  Hamilton,  in  his  life-time,  bearing  date  the  7th  Septem- 
was  ^leidl^'that  bcr,  1791.  The  deed  was  in  the  usual  form,  containing  the 
there  being"  a  covenant  of  seisiu,  &c.  The  plaintiffs  alleged  that  the 
the"^ covenant  defendant,  at  the  time  of  the  delivery  of  the  deed,  was  not 
was  broken  as  seised,  &c.,  and  that  he  had  not  kept  his  covenant,  &c.  Plea, 

soon  as  it  was  ^i  i  • 

made,  and  the  the  general  issue* 

g^ni<»  bad  an      \  motion  was  now  made  in  arrest  of  judsmnent,  because  the 

immediate    and  ^     r      •  •     •         i_*    l  ^i_     i  i_   •  •  j  u      i 

perfect  nght  of  covenaut  of  seisiu  m  which  the  breach  is  assigned  was  broken, 
r*'°wh^*h*w^*  if  at  all,  as  soon  as  it  was  made,  and  did  not  descend  with  the 
tlThis  personal  land  to  the  plaintiffs,  and  that  no  action  can  be  maintained 
"^P^®"^^^'  by  the  heirs  of  the  grantee,  but  the  action  must  be  brought  by 
^ddid  not  de^  his  personal  representatives.     (2  Johns.  Rep.  I.  GreenSy  and 

IS'^wnocouW  ^^^^Sg  ^'   Willcocks,) 

not?'  therefore,      The  causc  was  submfiittcd  to  the  court  without  argument. 

maintain  the  ac- 

Van  Ness,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court.  The 
ra)Seei5j«jbii«.  breach  assigned  in  this  declaration  is,  that  the  defendant  was 
i{4i.488,note(a.)  ^^^  sciscd.  The  covcnaut,  therefore,  was  broken  the  moment 
the  deed  was  executed ;  and  the  ancestor  had  a  perfect  right 
of  action  for  damages  in  his  life-time.  The  question  then  is, 
whether,  upon  his  death,  this  right  of  action  descended  to  his 
heirs,  or  to  his  personal  representatives. 

The  covenant  here  was  not  connected  with  the  estate,  be- 
cause, as  no  estate  passed  by  the  deed  to  the  ancestor,  none 
descended  to  his  heirs.  Real  covenants,  such  as  run  with  the 
land  only,  go  to  the  heir.  The  right  of  the  ancestor  was  a 
mere  right  of  action  for  a  breach  of  the  covenant  in  his  life- 
time, which,  upon  his  death,  belonged  exclusively  to  his  per- 
[  *  73  ]  sonal  representatives,  and  the  damages  recovered  *in  such  cases 
are  assets  in  their  hands.  This  is  so  laid  down  by  Justice 
Doderidge.  {Off.  of  Ex.  65.)  He  says,  "As  to  covenants 
touching  inheritances,  viz.  the  assurance  of  lands,  or  enjoying 
thereof,  free  of  encumbrances,  or  the  like,  if  the  covenant  be 
broken  in  the  testator's  life-time,  I  think  clearly  the  action 
has  accrued  to  the  exec^itor,  for  that  his  testator  was  to  recover 
damages  in  the  action  of  covenant  for  that  breach,  and  being 
entitled  to  these  damages  as  principal,  and  not  any  accessary 
thing  in  that  action,  the  law  hath  cast  that  action  upon  the 
executor."  Baron  Comyns  and  BuUer  lay  down  the  same  rulr 
for  law.  (Com.  Dig.  tit  Adminis^ratior.,B  13-  Bull.  N 
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158.>  The  case  of  Lucy  v.  Levington  (1  Vent.  175,  176.  S. 
C.  2  Lev.  26.)  is  a  leading  authority  on  this  question.  That 
was  an  action  by  the  executor  upon  a  covenant  for  quiet  enjoy- 
ment, made  with  the  covenantee,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  and 
the  breach  assigned  was,  that  the  plaintiff's  testator  was  evict- 
ed in  his  life-time.  Ventris  says,  "  It  was  agreed  by  all  the 
justices,  that,  though  the  covenant  was  made  only  to  /.  «$.,  his 
heirs  and  assigns,  and  though  it  was  an  estate  of  inheritancey 
yet,  the  breach  being  in  the  life-time  of  the  testator ^Xhe  execu- 
tor had  well  brought  the  action  for  the  daipages."  Levinz, 
however,  gives  the  decision  of  the  court,  and  the  reasons  upon 
which  it  was  founded,  more  at  lar^e :  ^^  It  was  resolved  by 
the  court,  that  the  eviction  being  to  Uie  testator,  he  cannot  have 
an  heir  or  assignee  of  this  land ;  and  so  the  damages  belong 
to  the  executors,  though  not  named  in  the  covenants,  for  they 
represent  the  person  of  the  testator."  That  the  true  reason  is 
here  given  why  the  damages  belonged  to  the  executors,  is  ev- 
ident from  this  consideration;  the  testator  having  been  evict- 
ed in  his  life-time,  on  account  of  the  fiulure  of  the  title  which 
be  derived  from  the  deed,  there  was  no  land  at  his  death,  to 
which  the  covenant  could  attach,  and,  therefore,  the  covenant 
could  not  descend  to  the  heir.  It  is,  perhaps,  difficult  to 
reconcile  this  principle  virith  the  precedent  which  is  to  be 
found  in  ^CoTceU  Entries,  111.  That  appears  to  have  been  a 
suit  by  Barker,  the  son  and  heir,  &c.,  against  Wiseman,  upon 
the  covenant  of  seisin,  by  the  defendant  to  the  plaintiff's  an- 
cestor, his  heirs  and  assigns.  The  plaintiff  had  judgment, 
but  it  does  not  appear  that  the  question  whether  the  heir  could 
maintain  the  suit  was  raised.  The  eviction  is  stated  to  have 
been  of  the  heir,  after  the  death  of  the  ancestor,  who  entered 
in  his  life-time,  and  died  seised,  and  the  breach  is  alleged  to 
have  been  to  the  heir,  and  that  was  the  ground  of  action  'for 
the  damages.  Po»ihly  there  may  have  been  some  special 
circumstances  to  take  that  case  out  of  the  general  rule,  which 
do  not  appear  upon  the  record;  Some  dtda  may  be  found, 
which,  at  first  view,  would  seem  to  support  this  action ;  but 
when  critically  examined,  and  on  looking  at  the  cases  refer- 
red to  in  support  of  them,  it  will  be  found  that  the  heir  can- 
not, in  any  case,  maintain  an  action  on  a  covenant  made  with 
his  ancestor,  for  the  breach  of  which  the  ancestor  had,  in  his 
life-time^  a  perfect  right  to  prosecute. 

The  court  are,  therefore,  of  opinion,  that  the  judgment  ought 
lobe  arrested. 

Judgment  arrested. 
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*Jackson,  ex  dem.  Folliard  and  Wallace,  against 

Wright. 

N.,anaUveof  THIS  was  an  action  of  ejectment,  for  an  ondivided  moiety 
grated '  to  *the  <>f  ^^^  No.  12.  in  the  town  of  Hector.  The  caose  was  tried 
^udStaus'm  at  the  Seneca  circuity  before  Mr.  Justice  Spencer,  the  27th 
In  178^'he  pur-  J^^^j  1808;  when  a  verdict  was  taken  for  ftie  plaintiff,  sub- 
cbased  a  lot  of  ject  to  the  Opinion  of  the  court,  on  the  following  case. 
§ute,  Md  in  The  plaintiff  produced  in  evidence,  an  award  of  two  of  the 
1798^  died  with-  Qnondoga  commissioners,  awarding  an  undivided  moiety  of  the 
^  T  uX;  lot  to  Wallace,  on  the  l2th  AprU,  1800,  which  was  duly  en- 
and  three  sisters  tercd  in  a  book,  filed  in  the  clerk's  office,  and  to  which  award 
Iu^Sm,  an^ct  ^^  disscnt  was  entered.     The  defendant  was  admitted  to  be  in 

of    the   legi»ja-  pOSSCSsioU. 

^ting'tCe'reai  The  defendant  then  gave  in  evidence  a  patent  to  Folliard, 
N**d^  d  ^S*  ^^^^  ^^^  •'^^y'  I'^^j  8^d  a  deed  from  Folliard  to  Abraham 
in'  oife  of  bis  Nehon,  dated  5th  August,  1784.  Nelson  left  Ireland  about 
sisters,  who  bad  the  year  1778,  or  1779,  for  the  United  States,  and  died  about 
Sien,*  in  like  ^hc  year  1798,  in  JNTett^-YbrAr,  without  issue.  He  left  a  brother 
»w>n«^a«  »f »*^  and  three  sisters,  living  in  Ireland,  who  are  aliens,  and  still 
sen,  at  the  death  alivc.  Lydia,  oue  of  the  sisters,  married  John  Henry,  also  an 
of  N.  alien,  before  the  death  of  Abraham.     The  defendant  also  gave 

of  "  ^cirae'nt"  in  evidence,  an  act  of  the  legislature  of  this  state,  passed  3d 
*^"S*»t  >y  F»  April,  1804,  for  the  relief  of  JoAn  Henry,  u,nd  Lydia  his  wife  ; 
inoU3iy**S'  the  and  by  which  it  was  enacted,  that  all  the  real  estate  of  which 
lot,  pursuant  te  Abraham  Nelson  died  seised,  should  be  vested  in  the  said 
(oUm^aeom-  Lydia,  and  her  heirs,  in  like  manner  as  if  she  had  been  a  citi- 
missioncrsinhis  zeu  at  the  death  of  her  brother. 

iMld,*^'  that  ^,  It  was  agreed,  that  if  the  court  should  be  of  opinion  that  the 
[  *  76  ]  plaintiff  was.  entitled  to  recover,  the  verdict  was  ♦to  stand ; 
bavwgemigrat-  Otherwise,  it  was  to  be  set  aside,  and  a  nonsuit  entered. 

ed  to  this  coun- 

iS^iaratiOT  of  Cady,  for  the  plaintiff.  Thouch  Ijydia  Henry  was  married, 
'^s^tobTTOJi-  7®*'  ^^^  husband  being  sn  alien,  she  must,  as  respects  this  case, 
llidered  as^^^an  DC  regarded  as  Sifeme  sole.  (2  Vin.  260.  273.  I  Corny.  Di^. 
{to"iaSd*h^rd  ^O  ^^^  husband  gained  no  interest  in  right  of  his  wife, 
by  him  was,  by  Any  Saving,  therefore,  in  the  act  relative  to  the  titles  in  Omm^ 
rf  thMr^''^  dff^a  county,  {Rev.  Laws,  v.  2.  p.  266.)  of  the  rights  of 
1794,  between  married  women,  does  not  apply.     By  that  act,  the  award  of 

Ch'eat   Britain 
and  the  United 

States,  vested  in  hhn  and  his  heirs,  notwithstanding  they  were  aliens  ;  and  that  the  act  of  the  legislature  of 
1804,  givbg  the  whole  of  his  real  estate  to  L.,  one  of  his  four  heirs,  in  ezclosion  of  the  rest,  being  contrary  to 
the  treaty,  was  inoperative ;  but  that  the  heirs,  not  having  entered  their  dissent  to  the  awardof  the  com 
missioners  within  the  two  years  limited  by  the  act,  were  for  ever  barred  and  concluded  by  that  award, 
except  L.,  who  was  a  feme  caoert,  and  within  the  saving  of  the  act,  there  being  no  saving  on  aceooiil  of 
absence  from  the  state,  (a) 

(a)  Jacksomv.  Ly<m,9  Cow'.  R^.56i.    See  Jodfcton t.  WhiU,9d  Jckns.  j:cp.dlS. 
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the  commissioners  was  made  fioal  and  conclusive,  if  notice  of 
a  dissent  was  not  given  in  two  years  after  pronouncing  the 
award  ;  and  as  no  such  dissent  was  entered,  the  same  must  be 
regarded  as  conclusive  in  April,  1804,  to  which  time  the  act 
was  extended.  {Laws  0/ JV.  Y.  v.  3.  p.  355.  504.)  The  com- 
missioners, having  been  appointed  by  the  people,  to  decide 
upon  all  titles  relative  to  lands  in  the  county  of  Onondaga^ 
were  authorized  to  determine  on  the  rights  of  the  people,  as 
well  as  private  persons ;  and  having  decided  on  the  title,  the 
people  are  concluded  by  their  award. 

Henry,  contra.  The  patentee  transferred  his  right  to  Nel- 
son in  1794,  and  Nelson  died  in  1798,  before  the  award,  so 
that  he  could  not  be  affected  by  the  award,  nor  any  of  his 
representatives,  who  are  within  the  saving  clause  of  the  act. 
The  plaintiff  in  ejectment  must  always  recover  on  the  strength 
of  his  own  title ;  and  if  the  defendant  cari  show  a  subsisting 
title  out  of  the  lessor,  it  is  enough  to  defeat  his  recovery.  Now 
Nelson  died  without  issue,  and  all  his  next  collateral  kindred 
are  cdiens,  so  that  the  property  escheated  to  the  people  of  this 
state,  for  want  of  persons  capable  in  law  to  inherit.  If  so, 
then  the  title  is  in  the  people,  and  the  plaintiff  cannot  recover. 
No  office  was  necessary  in  this  case,  for  wherever  a  right  be- 
comes vested  in  the  sovereign,  by  operation  of  law,  as  by 
descent,  remainder  or  reverter,  or  by  escheat,  no  office  is  neces- 
sary. (6  Comyns,  63.  Prerosr.  D.  70.  4  Co.  58.) 

The  power  delegated  to  the  commissioners,  to  decide  on  the 
titles  to  lands  in  the  county  of  Onondaga,  gave  them  no  author- 
ity to  decide  on  the  rights  of  the  people.  The  ^ct  was  in- 
tended merely  to  settle  the  disputes  between  private  persons. 
By  the  10th  section  of  the  act,  the  duty  of  the  commissioners ^ 
in  regard  to  the  rights  of  the  people,  is  precisely  marked  out. 
They  are  required  in  all  cases  where  it  shall  appear  to  them, 
that  the  people,  or  some  other  persons,  other  than  any  of  the 
claimants,  are  entitled  to  the  lands,  to  cause  an  entry  to  that 
parpose  to  be  made  in  their  books,  and  report  the  cases  to  the 
legislature. 

Again,  the  statute  of  limitations  in  England  is  held,  not  to 
extend  to  the  crown,  unless  the  king  is  expressly  mentioned. 
Our  statute  is  a  copy  from  the  English  statute.  By  parity  of 
reasoning,  the  limitation  in  the  act  relative  to  the  lands  in 
Onondaga  county  cannot  be  extended  to  the  people  unless  by 
express  words.  If,  on  the  death  of  Nelson,  the  right  of  property 
vested  in  the  people  by  escheat,  that  right  has  never  been  di- 
vested. Should  it  be  said,  that  escheat  is  one  of  the  feudal 
qualities  of  land,  and  that  the  feudal  tenures  being  abolished 
in  this  state,  the  doctrine  does  not  apply  here ;  it  may  be 
answered,  that  though  the  notion  of  escheat  has  a  feudal  origin 
m  England,  yet  it  is  finmded  on  a  principle  of  universal  law, 
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that  wbateTcr  does  not  belong  to  any  indiTidual,  becomes  the 
property  of  the  soToreign  ;  for  it  is  the  policy  of  the  law  to 
give  a  determinate  owner  to  everything.  (2  Domat.  356.  B.  1. 
tit.  6.  8.  3.) 

Though  an  office  should  be  thought  necessary,  and  no  office 
was  found ;  yet  the  people  having  an  inchoate  right  to  the 
land,  a  person  entering  would  be  an  intruder,  and  a  writ  of 
intrusion,  in  behalf  of  the  people,  might  issue.  The  tide  of  the 
people  may  be  made  perfect  by  an  inquisition,  and  the  de- 
fendant has  a  right  to  protect  himself  under  the  title  of  the 
people.  In  1804,  the  award  of  the  commissioners  could  not  be 
conclusive  against  the  people. 

By  the  act  of  the  3d  April,  1804,  Lydia  Henry  merely 
acquired  the  character  of  a  citizen.  A  capacity  to  take  real 
estate  could  injure  no  one ;  and  being  then  married,  she  took 
the  estate,  by  descent,  as  a,  feme  covert.  A  feme  covert  cannot 
alienate  her  rights  by  a  matter  in  pais.  She  cannot  act  with- 
out her  husband.  If  a  feme  sole,  being  a  ^'citizen  of  this  state, 
marries  an  alien,  still  the  husband  must  join  with  her  in  any 
conveyance  of  her  property.  The  court  ought  to  be  liberal  in 
the  construction  of  the  act,  so  as  to  extend  the  proviso,  since 
it  is  in  furtherance  of  justice. 

Cady,  in  reply.  Admitting  that  the  right  was  in  the  people 
by  escheat,  still  the  people  are  estopped  by  the  award  of  the 
commissioners.  The  commissioners,  being  appointed  by  the 
people,  are  judges  of  their  own  choice,  and  are  authorized  to 
decide  on  their  rights. 

The  disability  of  a^eme  covert  does  not  arise  from  the  mar- 
riage simply,  but  from  the  rights  acquired  by  the  husband  by 
the  marriage.  Now  an  alien  has  no  rights  in  regard  to  lands, 
nor  can  he  acquire  any  by  marriage ;  as  it  respects  the  estate 
of  the  wife,  he  is  nobody. 

Again,  the  defendant,  not  pretending  any  right,  ought  to  be 
presumed  as  a  party  to  the  award  of  the  commissioners.  Being 
a  wrong  doer,  he  ought  not  to  be  allowed  to  set  up  the  right 
of  another,  to  protect  himself. 

Van  Ness,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court  The  les- 
sors of  the  plaintiff  having,  in  the  first  instance,  made  out  a 
sufficient  title  to  a  moiety  of  the  premises  in  question,  by  the 
award  of  the  Onondaga  commissioners,  we  are  to  inquire,  how 
far  the  defence  relied  upon  has  been  supported.  This  defence 
is,  that  a  subsisting  title  has  been  shown  in  Lydia  Henry,  which 
it  is  supposed  she  acquired  by  virtue  of  the  act  of  the  3d  Aprils 
1804. 

The  legislature,  probably,  passed  that  act  upon  a  suggestion 
that  the  lot  in  question  had  escheated  to  the  state,  on  the 
grotmd  that  Thomas  Nelson,  who  had  purchased  it  fix>m  Fol* 
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Uardy  left  none  but  alien  heirs ;  and  certainly^  without  being 
aware,  that  this  was  a  case  coming  within  the  provision  of  the 
treaty  of  amity  and  commerce  between  the  United  States  and 
Great  Britain^  concluded  in  1794.  By  the  9th  article  of  that 
treaty,  ''it  is  agreed,  that  British  subjects,  *who  now  hold 
lands  in  the  territories  of  the  United  States^  and  American 
citizens,  who  now  hold  lands  in  the  dominions  of  his  majesty, 
shaU  continue  to  hold  them  according  to  the  nature  and  tenure 
of  their  respective  estates^  and  titles  therein;  and  may  grant,- 
sell,  or  demise  the  same  to  whom  they  please,  in  like  manner 
as  if  they  were  natives ;  and  that  neither  they  nor  their  heiv 
or  assigns,  so  fiu*  as  may  respect  the  said  lands,  and  the  legal 
remedies  incident  thereto,  shall  be  regarded  as  aliens." 

Thomas  Nelson^  it  appears,  emigrated  from  Ireland^  where, 
it  is  to  be  presumed,  he  was  bom,  to  the  United  States,  in  1779 ; 
and  resided  here  until  his  death,  in  1798.  Having  emigrated 
after  the  declaration' of  our  independence,  he  must  be  regarded 
as  an  alien,  unless  it  is  shown,  by  competent  proof,  that  he 
became  a  citizen  after  that  era,  by  naturalization.  But  that 
(act  has  not  been  shown.  Naturalization  is  matter  of  record, 
and,  perhaps,  ought  never  to  be  presumed ;  but  even  if  that 
were  allowable,  there  is  nothing  in  the  present  case  to  author- 
ize such  a  presumption.  If  it  were  necessary  to  give  an  opin- 
ion as  to  the  legal  effect  of  the  act  of  1804,  we  might,  for  the 
purpose  of  upholding  the  tide  thereby  granted  to  Lydia  Henry ^ 
infer,  from  the  language  adopted  therein,  that  Nelson  had  been 
permitted  to  purchase  and  hold  lands  in  this  state,  by  some  of 
the  many  acts  of  our  legislature,  by  which  such  permission  has 
been  ffiven  to  aliens.  It  would,  however,  be  going  too  far,  to 
infer  from  this,  that  he  had  also  been  achnitted  to  ell  the  mu- 
nicipal rights  enjoyed  by  citizens  only. 

JVe&on,  therefore,  must  be  deemed  to  have  been  a  British 
subject  in  1794 ;  and  it  appearing  that  he  had  purchased  the 
lands  in  question  previously  to  that  period,  the  treaty  settled 
his  right  thereto,  and,  upon  his  death,  it  descended  to  his  heirs, 
notwithstanding  they  were  aliens.  The  intention  of  the  con- 
tracting parties  to  tnat  treaty  was,  that  the  citizens  and  sub- 
jects of  each  should  be  quieted  in  the  enjoyment  of  their 
estates,  in  the  same  manner  as  if  they  and  their  heirs  had  been 
native  citizens. 

*The  case  states,  that  Nelson^when  he  died,  left  three  sisters 
and  a  brother  living  in  Ireland,  and  that  Lydia  Henrv,  one  of 
the  sisters,  then  was,  and  still  is,  a  feme  covert.  These  four 
heirs,  therefore,  all  inherited  this  property,  and  had  a  complete 
vested  title  thereto,  on  the  death  of  Nelson,  in  1798.  The 
treaty  is  the  paramount  law ;  and  the  act  of  1804,  being  con- 
trary to  it,  inasmuch  as  it  gives  the  estate  to  one  of  the  four 
heirs  in  exclusion  of  the  rest,  is  inoperative. 
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The  only  remaining  point  to  be  examined  is,  whether  any 
of  these  heirs  are  barred  of  their  right  to  recover,  by  the  limi- 
tation in  the  act  for  the  appointment  of  the  Onondaga  com- 
missioners. No  dissent  from  the  award  has  been  entered,  and 
more  than  two  years  had  elapsed  from  the  making  the  award 
to  the  commencement  of  this  duit ;  so  that  all  the  heirs  would 
be  barred,  were  it  not  that  the  act  saves  the  rights  of  married 
women.  This  saving  extends  to  the  right  of  Lydia  Henry 
only,  who  was  ^feme  covert ^  but  the  right  of  the  others  is  gone, 
as  absence  from  the  state  is  not  a  saving  in  the  act. 

It  results,  therefore,  that  the  defendant  has  shown  a  subsist- 
ing title  in  Lydia  Henry,  to  an  undivided  fourth  part,  and  the 
lessors  of  the  plaintiff  are  entitled  to  recover  their  undivided 
eighth  parts  of  the  lot  in  question. 

Judgment  accordingly. 


I*81i. 


*Thompson  against  Eb.  Gregory. 


WhereA.graiit.      THIS  was  an  action  on  the  case,  for  erecting  a  dam  across  a 

land  to  B.,  re-  Stream  of  Water  running  through  the  land  of  the  plaintiff,  situate 

aerving  ^^  ^  Jn  the  manor  of  Rensselaer,  and  so  near  the  land  of  the  plain 

ler.    and    the  tiff,  that  it  was  thereby  overflowed.     At  the  trial  of  the  cause, 

soil  under  them  i]^q  following  facts  appeared :  The  plaintiff  was  in  possession 

With    the   nrht      r  i       j    .1  l       l-    i      1         .  1  •    1  i     •..     1 

of  erecting  mill  of  land,  through  which  the  Stream  ran,  which  was  admitted  to 
^i^'arfofihe  ^^  ^^  ancient  stream,  and  in  1802,  the  defendant  erected  a 
tXiaT shall  be  back-mill  and  dam,  below  the  possession  of  the  plaintiff.  The 
overflowed  by  plaintiff's  land,  every  season,  was  overflowed  by  the  stream, 

water,  for    the   '^    ,  .    ,  1     /.       ^  i        t  1     .1  1     1     "^  i  1 

use  of  mills,  for  at  high  Water,  before  the  dam  was  built;  and  the  dam  erected 
D®^!?'**"^  by  the  defendant  prevented  the  water  from  running  off  the 

B.  sold  40  acrej      t   .      .  _,,      ,,«  *.i  iiii  1 

of  the  premises  plaintiff's  land  as  soon  as  formerly,  and  thereby  destroyed 
to  c,  with  the  jjg  ^g^  ^g  meadow.     About  nine  acres  of  the  plaintiff's  land 

like  exceptions,  t  n  ■» 

and  c.  erected  Were  thus  overflowed. 

part  of  thciand'  '^^^  defendant  gave  in  evidence  a  lease,  dated  7th  January, 
by  which  the  1797,  ftom  the  proprietor  of  the  manor  to  one  Joshua  Griggs, 
o^wflowed  ^^t  ^^^^^  included  the  premises  of  the  plaintiff,  and  also  those  of 
was  held,  that,  the  defendant,  where  the  bacJc-fnill  and  dam  were  erected.     The 

until    A.  exer- 
cised his  light, 

and  erected  dams,  the  reservation  was  inoperative,  and,  if  considered  strictly  as  an  exception,  would  b« 
void  for  uncertainty  ;  that  an  action  on  the  case  by  B.  against  C,  for  erecting  a  dam  so  near  the  land  of 
B.  as  to  overflow  it,  was  maintainable  j  and  that  a  paroT permission  given  to  C.  by  A.,  was  no  defence; 
that  the  right  reserved  b^  the  onginaJ  grantor,  being  an  incorporeal  liereditameni.  could  pass  only  by 
deed ;  and  were  it  otherwise,  the  assignment  of  such  an  interest  since  the  statute  oi  frauds,  must  be  u 
writing,  (a) 


(a)  See  PtovmCt.  (Uid&r,  S  Wmi.  Rtp  517 
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lease  contained  about  86  acres,  40  acres  of  which  were,  on 
the  2l$t  March^  1806,  assignecl  by  Griggs  to  one  Stephen  Greg- 
cry,  and  they  included  the  land  whereon  the  mill  and  dam 
were  erected.  The  defendant  held  his  premises  by  a  parol 
agreement  under  Stephen  Gregory.  The  lease  to  Griggs  con- 
tained the  following  exception,  <'  excepting,  and  reservmg  out 
of  the  grant,  unto  the  grantor,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  all  mines, 
&c.,  and  all  streams  and  runs  of  water  upon  the  premises,  with 
the  soil  under  the  same,  and  the  right  and  privilege  of  erecting 
upon  any  part  of  the  premises,  mills  and  dams,  &c.,  for  the  use 
of  the  grantor,  &c.,  and  also  such  part  of  the  said  land,  as  may, 
by  the  said  dams,  be  overflowed  with  water,  &c.,  and  also  free 
ingress,  &c.,  for  the  purposes  of,  &c.,  the  grantor,  his  heirs  and 
assigns,  making  a  due  abatement  in  *rent  for  the  lands  which 
he  shall  so  use  and  occupy."  The  defendant  contended 'that 
the  lands  of  the  plaintiff,  thus  overflowed,  were  included  in 
the  exception  and  did  not  pass  by  the  grant,  and  that  the 
pbuntiflf  could  not  bring  the  action ;  but  the  objection  was 
overruled :  the  defendant  then  offered  to  prove,  by  Stephen 
Gregory,  that  the  deft^ndant  erected  the  mill  and  dam  by  per- 
mission of  the  original  grantor,  and  the  witness,  on  being  ex- 
amined as  to  his  interest,  said,  that  the  fee  of  the  land  on 
which  the  mill  and  dam  were  erected  was  still  in  him,  but  that 
the  defendant  entered  under  ^l  parol  contract  with  him  for  the 
purchase  of  the  land,  and  buQt  the  mill  and  dam  thereon* 
The  witness,  being  objected  to  as  interested,  was  rejected; 
but  the  plaintiff*  offered  to  admit  any  permission  in  writing  from 
the  grantor.  The  witness  then  ofl[ered  a  release  of  his  right  to 
the  premises  in  the  possession  of  the  defendant  under  the 
paroZ  contract,  and  on  which  the  mill  and  dam  stood,  and  which 
release  the  defendant  wad  ready  to  accept.  The  witness  was 
still  rejected  as  incompetent,  and  the  jury  found  a  verdict 
for  the  plaintiff*  for  31  dollars  8  cents  damages. 

A  motion  was  made  to  set  aside  the  verdict,  and  a  case  con- 
taining the  above  facts,  was  submitted  to  the  court  without  ar- 
gument 

Per  Curiam.  This  case  is  submitted  without  argument, 
and  the  counsel  for  the  defendant  has  stated  several  points,  as 
reasons  for  setting  aside  the  verdict,  and  awarding  a  new  trial. 

1.  It  is  contended,  that  the  plaintiff*  had  no  interest  in  the 
lands  overflowed  by  the  mill  dam,  as  they  were  embraced  by 
the  exception  or  reservation  contained  in  the  original  lease  to 
Griggs.  The  lease  excepts  and  reserves  all  streams,  and  the 
soil  under  them,  with  the  right  to  erect  mills,  and  mill  dams, 
and  it  then  excepts  and  reserves  the  land  which  may  be  over- 
flowed in  consequence  of  such  dams.  But  until  the  grantor 
has  exercised  his  right  to  erect  mills  and  mill  dams,  it  cannot 
be  ascertained  what  ^lands  will  be  overflowed,  and  the  reser- 
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vation  is,  in  the  mean  time,  inoperative,  and,  consideried 
strictly  as  an  exception  in  the  deed,  it  is  void  for  uncertainty. 
It  must  be  construed  in  relation  to  the  subject  matter,  and  it 
is  like  the  right  to  erect  mills,  and  to  have  ingress  to  them,  the 
reservation  only  of  a  right  to  use  the  lands  so  conveyed,  for 
such  a  specific  purpose.  The  direct  interest  in  the  soil,  in 
the  mean  time,  passed  by  the  deed  ;  and  the  plaintiff  can  well 
maintain  the  present  action,  so  far  as  respects  his  interest  in 
ths  premises. 

2.  The  next,  and  the  principal  point  in  the  case,  relates  to 
the  matter  set  up  as  a  defence,  and  to  the  competency  of  the 
witness,  who  was  offered  to  prove  it.  The  defence  was,  that 
the  mill  and  mill  dam  were  erected  by  permission  of  Stiyfhet^ 
Van  Rensselaer,  the  original  grantor,  and  Stephen  Gregory 
was  offered  as  a  witness  to  prove  this  peiinission.  He  was  ob 
jected  to,  and  rejected ;  but  the  plaintiff,  at  the  same  time, 
offered  to  admit  in  evidence  any  permission  in  writing  from 
the  grantor.  It  is  not  necessary  to  examine  whether  the  wit- 
ness was,  or  was  not  competent,  because,  assuming  him  to 
have  been  so,  his  testimony  would  have  been  of  no  avail,  since 
the  right  in  question  could  not  pass  by  parol.  The  ri^t  re- 
served by  the  lease  to  the  grantor,  and  his  heirs  and  assigns, 
to  erect  mills,  or  mill  dams,  was  an  incorporeal  hereditament. 
It  was  not  the  land  itself,  but  a  right  annexed  to  it,  and  it 
could  only  pass  by  grant.  The  appropriate  subject  matter  of 
grants  is  these  incorporeal  rights,  of  which  livery  cannot  be 
had,  and  a  grant  is,  in  general,  good  only  by  deed.  This  was 
the  rule  of  the  common  law ;  and  were  it  otherwise,  no  such 
interest  could  be  assigned  or  granted,  without  writing,  accord* 
ing  to  the  express  provision  of  the  statute  of  frauds.  The 
court  are  of  opinion,  therefore,  that  the  motion  on  the  part  of 
the  defendant  be  denied. 

Rale  refused. 
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*D.  Thorne  and  W.  Thorne  against  Deas. 


Dkam. 


mis  was  an  action  on  the  case,  for  a  nanfeasqncej  in  not  Where  A.  and 
<taii8ing  insurance  to  be  made  on  a  certain  vessel,  called  the  o,;;riiJI?™o^**"a 
Sea  ^mph^  on  a  voyage  from  Neto-  York  to  CktrndeUj  in  North'  vessel,  and  A. 
Carolina.  a^^^^  ^ 

mi         !••/»•  1  1   •    •  t»  dertoolt  to  get 

The  plaintiffs  were  copartners  in  trade,  and  jomt  OMmers  of  the  vessel  in- 
one  moiety  of  a  brig  called  the  Sea  Nvmph^  and  the  defendant  J^I^todo°8o" 
was  sole  owner  of  the  other  moiety  of  the  same  vessel.    The  and  the  vessel 
brig  sailed  in  ballast,  the  1st  Dtcember,  1804,  on  a  voyage  to  JSJ^SHtlJo'IS! 
Camden^  in  North- Carolina,  with  William  Thome,  one  of  the  tion  would  lie 
plaintiffs,  on  board,  and  was  to  proceed  from  that  place  to  3?*^'nOT-p«- 
jEurope  or  the  West-Indies.     The  plaintiffs  and  defendant  were  fonnance  ofhis 
interested  in  the  voyage,  in  proportion  to  their  respective  in-  &"*^;iSSi*^ 
terests  in  the  vessel.     On  the  day  the  vessel  sailed,  a  conver-  damage  by  the 
sation  took  place  between  William  Thome,  one  of  the  plain-  "^""^^  no 
tiffs,  and   the   defendant,  relative   to  the  insurance    of  the  consideration 
vessel,  in  which  W.  Thome  requested  the  defendant  that  in-  bJi'lTaX^r 
surance   might  be  made;   to  which  the   defendant  replied,  commercial  a- 
"that  he  (Thome)  might  make  himself  perfectly  easy  on  the  fiJStied'^u)  1 
subject,  for  that  the  same  should  be  done."     About  ten  days  commission, 
after  the  departure  of  the  vessehoft  her  voyage,  the  defendant  able  for  toTm- 
said  to  Daniel  Thome,  one  of  the  plaintiffs,  "  Well,  we  have  ecuUn^  an  or- 
saved  the  insurance  on  the  brig."  D.  Thome  asked, "  How  so }  "^^  «n««re.(a) 
or  whether  the  defendant  had  heard  of  her  arrival.'^"   To    (a)  Bee  Banker 
which    the  defendant   answered,  "  No ;    but  that,  from  the  3^^.%*^' 
winds,  he  presumed  that  she  had  arrived,  and  that  he  had  not  am$d^  ▼.  'wca 
yet  eflected  any  insurance."    On  this,  D.  Thome  expressed  Sjfbs?  ''*'*** 
his  surprise,  and  observed,  ^^  that  he  supposed  that  the  insurance 
had  been  effected  immediately,  by  the  defendant,  according  to 
his  promise,  otherwise,  he  would  have  had  it  done  himself; 
and  that,  if  the  defendant  would  not  have  the  insurance  im- 
mediately made,  he  would  have  it  effected."     The  defendant 
replied,  that  '*  he  (i>.  TJiome^  might  make  himself  easy,  for 
he  *woald  that  day  apply  to  the  insurance  offices,  and  have  it        [  *  8S  ] 
done." 

The  vessel  was  wrecked  on  the  21st  December,  on  the  coasi 
of  North-Carolina.  No  insurance  had  been  effected.  No 
abandonment  was  made  to  the  defendant  by  the  plaintiffs. 

The  defendant  moved  for  a  nonsuit  on  tne  ground  that  the 
promise  was  without  consideration  and  void  ;  and  that,  if  the 
promise  was  binding,  the  plaintiffs  could  not  recover,  without 
a  previous  abandonment  to  the  defendant.  These  points  were 
leserved  by  the  judge. 

A  verdict  v^as  taken  for  the  plaintiffs,  for  one  half  of  the 
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cost  of  the  vessel,  with  interest,  subject  to  the  opinion  of  the 
court  on  the  points  reserved. 

J.  Radcliff,  for  the  plaintiffs. 

1 .  That  the  plaintiffs  and  defendant  were  joint  owners  of 
the  ship,  cannot  affect  the  plaintiffs'  right  of  action.  The 
parties  are. not  partners;  nor  is  it  a  joint  tenancy.  One  part 
owner  may  be  answerable  to  another  on  a  special  undertak- 
ing. (2  Caines,  293.     2  Term  Rep.  483.      1  East,  20.) 

2.  Wherever  a  person  undertakes  to  act  as  an  agent  for 
another,  though  not  a  broker  or  agent  by  profession,  he  will 
be  entitled  to  a  reasonable  compensation  for  the  service  he 
may  perform  ;  and  this  will  be  a  sufficient  consideration  to  sup- 
port the  promise  or  undertaking.  But  in  an  action  on  the 
case,  in  the  nature  of  a  tort,  for  a  nonfeasance,  or  a  misfeas- 
ance, it  is  not  requisite  to  show  any  consideration.  The  ac^ 
tion  is  for  the  damages  sustained  in  consequence  of  the  nonr- 
feasance,  and  not  on  the  ground  of  the  assumpsit.  If  the  un- 
dertaking be  gratuitous,  and  a  special  damage  is  caused  by 
the  failure  of  the  party  to  perform  the  undertaking,  an  acticm 
will  lie.  The  doctrine  on  this  subject  is  well  expressed  by  Sir 
William  Jones,  in  his  excellent  essay  on  the  law  of  bailments. 
(Joneses  Law  of  Bailments,  2d  edit.  52 — 60.  Year-b.  1 1  Hen. 
IV.  33.  3  Hen.  VI.  36.  b.  37.  a.  Stath.  Abr.  Ac.  svr  k  cas, 
pi.  20.  and  y.  11.  19  Hen.  VI.  49.  Bro.  Abr.  Ac.  surhcas, 
72.  1  Roll.  Abr.  10.)  After*  citing  and  commenting  on  sever- 
al ancient  cases  on  this  subject,  he  adds:  '^  It  was  not  alleged, 
in  either  of  the  cases  cited,  that  the  defendant  was  to  re- 
ceive pay  for  the  feasance  of  his  work ;  but,  since  *both  de- 
fendants were  described  as  actually  in  trade,  it  was  not,  per 
haps,  intended,  that  they  were  to  work  for  nothing.  I  cannot, 
however,  persuade  myself,  that  there  would  have  been  any  dif- 
ference, had  the  promises  been  purely  gratuitous,  and  had  a 
special  injury,  been  caused  by  the  breach  of  them."  And  he 
then  puts  a  case,  by  way  of  illustration.  "  Suppose,"  says  he, 
"that  Robertas  cornfields  are  surrounded  by  a  ditch  or  trench 
in  which  the  water  from  a  certain  spring  used  to  have  a  free 
course,  but  which  has,  of  late,  been  obstructed  by  soil  and  rub- 
bish ;  and  that  Robert,  informing  his  neighbor  Henry  of  his 
intention  speedily  to  clear  the  ditch,  Henry  offers  and  under- 
takes immediately  to  remove  the  obstruction  and  repair  the 
banks,  without  reward,  he  having  business  of  the  same  kind  to 
perform  on  his  own  grounds  ;  if,  in  this  case,  Henry  neglect  to 
do  the  work  undertaken^,  ^  and  the  water,  not  having  its  natural 
course,  overflow  the  fields  o(  Robert,  and  spoil  his  corn,'  may 
not  Robert  maintain  his  action  on  the  case  ?  Most  assuredly, 
he  answers :  "  And  so  in  a  thousand  instances  of  proper  bail- 
ments that  might  be  supposed,  where  a  just  reliance  on  the 
promise  of  the  defendant  prevented  the  plaintiff  from  employ- 
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ing  another  person,  and  was  consequently  the  cause  of  the  loss 
which  he  sustained ;  for  it  is,  as  it  ought  to  be,  a  general  rule, 
that  for  Qvery  damnum  injuria  dattm,  an  action  of  some  sort, 
^hich  it  is  the  province  of  the  pleader  to  advise,  may  be  main- 
tained ;  and  although  the  gratuitous  performance  of  an  act  be 
a  benefit  conferred,  yet,  according  to  the  just  maxim  of  Pau- 
Lus,  Adjuvari  nos^  non  decipiy  benefido  oportet;  (D.  13.  6. 
17.  3.)  but  the  special  damage,  not  the  assumption,  is  the 
cause  of  this  action."  The  present  case  is  perfectly  analogous 
to  the  one  put  by  Sir  William  Jones,  and  it  is  not  easy  to  add 
to  the  clearness  and  force  of  his  observations  in  support  of  the 
action.  The  doctrine,  too,  was  laid  down  in  Coggs  v.  Barnard, 
(2  Ld.  Raym.  909.)  that  a  person  would  be  responsible  for  his 
oegligence  in  performing  a  gratuitous  promise. 

In  Delaney  v.  Stoddard,  (1  Term  Rep.  22.)  which  was  an 
action  for  negligence,  in  not  procuring  insurance  to  be  made, 
agreeably  to  ^e  request  of  the  plaintiff,  the  defendant  was  held 
Imble,  on  his  mere  undertaking,  without  any  consideration.  It 
did  not  appear  that  the  defendant  was  the  general  agent  of 
the  plaintiff,  nor  that  he  had  been  in  the  practice  of  procuring 
insurances  to  be  made  for  the  plaintiff.  (I  Marshall,  205.  207.; 

In  Smith  v.  Lascelles,  ^2  Term  Rep.  187.)  it  was  laid  down, 
that  where  a  merchant  aoroad  has  effects  in  the  hands  of  his 
correspondent  in  England,  he  has  a  right  to  expect  that  his 
correspondent  will  obey  an  order  to  insure ;  or  if  the  merchant 
abroad  has  no  effects  in  the  hands  of  his  correspondent,  yet,  if 
the  course  of  dealing  between  them  be  such,  as  one  has  been 
used  to  send  orders  for  insurance,  and  the  other  to  comply 
with  them,  the  former  has  a  right  to  expect  that  his  orders  for 
insurance  will  be  obeyed,  unless  notice  to  the  contrary  has 
been  given  ;  so  the  acceptance  of  a  bill  of  lading,  accompanied 
with  an  order  to  insure,  will  oblige  the  correspondent  to  ex«- 
ecate  the  order. 

In  Wallace  v.  TeUfair,  (2  Term  Rep.  188,  in  note.)  where 
the  merchant  limited  the  broker  to  too  small  a  sum,  in  conse- 
quence of  which  the  insurance  could  not  be  obtained,  the 
merchant  was  held  answerable  for  the  loss.  These  cases  are 
much  stronger  than  the  one  before  the  court,  for  there  is  no 
consideration  mentioned,  nor  any  express  undertaking.  They 
proceed  on  the  general  principle  stated  by  Sir  WiUiam  Jones, 
uid  which  is  founded  in  convenience,  as  well  as  good  &ith,  so 
essential  in  commercial  transactions,  and  in  the  intercourse  of 
society. 

3.  No  abandonment  is  necessary  in  these  cases,  for  negli- 
gence m  the  execution  of  an  order  to  insure.  Abandonment 
takes  place  only  between  the  insured  and  insurer,  on  a  pol 
icy  of  insurance.  Even  if  the  doctrine  of  abandonment  was 
^plicable,  yet,  as  there  was  a  physical  total  loss  in  this  case, 
uo  abandonment  was  requisite ;  and  the  plaintiffs  must  recover 
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according  to  the  circumstances,  and  for  the  actual  damages 
he  has  sustained. 

*T.  A.  Emmet  and  Baldwin^  contra.  1.  The  parties  wer« 
joint  owners  of  the  vessel,  and  jointly  interested  in  the  voyage. 
They  are  to  be  considered  as  partners  in  this  transaction.  One 
part  owner  cannot  maintain  an  action  at  law  against  another 
part  owner  for  advances  beyond  his  share.  (^Cas^y  and  Lm%v^ 
rence  v.  Brushy  2  CaineSy  293.  Watson  on  Partnership,  54, 55. 
409.)  A  mere  verbal  promise  by  one  partner  to  another,  to  do 
a  thing  in  relation  to  their  joint  concerns,  cannot  furnish  a 
ground  of  action  for  the  non-performance.  If  such  an  action 
could  be  maintained,  then  one  partner  might  sue  his  copartner 
for  every  neglect,  in  the  course  of  their  copartnership  transac- 
tions. Again,  the  plaintifl's  and  defendant  being  joint  owners 
of  the  property,  the  defendant  can  never  be  liable,  when  he 
has  taken  the  same  care  of  the  plaintiffs  property  as  of  his 
own.  If  he  does  the  same  for  another  as  for  himself,  he  is  not 
answerable  even  for  a  case  of  mihfeasance.  (I  H,  BL  158.) 
By  neglecting  to  get  insurance  effected,  the  aefendant  is  as 
much  a  loser  as  the  plaintiffs.  The  promise  was  to  insure  the 
whole,  and  as  the  defendant  was  owner  of  half,  he  had  a  right 
to  change  his  mind,  and  forbear  to  insure.  Suppose  the  par- 
ties had  given  orders  to  a  broker  to  have  the  insurance  effect- 
ed, and  the  defendant  had  countermanded  the  order,  would 
not  the  broker  have  been  justified  in  not  executing  the  order? 

2.  But  there  was  no  consideration  for  the  promise  of  the  de- 
fendant. A  contract  or  4)romise,  without  a  consideration,  is 
a  nudum  pactum,  and  void.  (2  Blnck.  Com.  445.  1  Comyn  on 
Contracts y  8,  9,  10.)  The  question  is,  whether  an  action  will 
lie  for  the  non-performance  of  a  gratuitous  promise,  though 
damage  arise  from  the  nonfeasance.  It  is  true,  that  where  a 
person  voluntarily  undertakes  to  do  a  thing  for  another,  and 
does  it  negligently  or  unskilfully,  he  shall  be  answerabk  for 
the  damages  arising  from  his  misfeasance.  The  inception  of 
the  performance  is  essential  to  support  an  action  for  a  mi^ 
feasance  or  tort. 

In  Wilkinson  v.  Coverdah,  (I  Esp.  Cos.  75.)  which  was  an 
action  on  a  voluntary  undertakmg  to  get  a  policy  done  fiur  an- 
other, and  he  did  it  so  negligently  that  the  policy  was  of  no 
Denefit  to  the  person,  this  distinction  between  a  nonfeasance 
and  a  ^misfeasance  was  taken  by  Erskine^  and  adopted  by 
Lord  Kenyon. 

In  Elsee  v.  Gatward^  (5  Term  Rep.  143.)  which  was  an 
action  against  a  carpenter,  retained  to  repair  a  house,  for  the 
non-performance  of  his  undertaking,  in  consequence  of  which 
the  plaintifTs  house  was  damaged,  it  was  held,  that  no  action 
would  lie  for  the  nonfeasance,  without  showing  a  consideration. 
Lord  Kenyon  says,  *'  No  consideration  results  from  the  defend- 
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ant's  Bituation  as  a  carpenter,  nor  from  the  undertaking ;  nor 
is  he  bound  to  perform  all  the  work  that  is  tendered  to  him ; 
and  therefore  the  amount  of  it  is  this,  that  the  defendant  has 
merely  told  a  falsehood,  and  has  not  performed « his  promise; 
but  for  this  non-performance  of  it,  no  action  con  be  supported." 
This,  he  said,  was  warranted  by  the  opinion  of  Lord  Holt  in 
the  case  of  Coggs  v.  Beniardj  (2  Ld.  Ray.  909.)  and  he  adds, 
**  The  justice  of  the  case  will  not  be  altered  by  the  form  of  the 
action ;  for  if  assumpsit  will  not  lie  in  such  a  case,  there  is  no 
technical  reasoning  that  will  support  such  an  action,  as  for  a 
iort.^^  The  distinction  between  a  nonfeasance  and  a  misfeas" 
once  is  very  ancient,  and  it  is  very  clearly  taken  by  GoiUdy  J., 
and  Powell^  J.,  in  the  case  of  Coggs  v.  Bernard.  (2  Ld.  Ray. 
909-^919.) 

In  the  case  of  Elsee  v.  Gatward,  the  old  cases  from  11  Hen. 
IV.  3d.  to  that  time  were  examined,  and  the  result  of  the  in- 
vestigation was,  that,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Court  of  K.  -B.,  no 
action  would  lie  for  the  non-performance  of  a  gratuitous  prom- 
ise. On  this  decision  of  the  precise  point,  now  before  the 
court,  we  might  safely  rely,  but  the  authority  of  Sir  William 
Jones  has  been  confidently  urged  against  the  defendant ;  it 
therefore  becomes  necessary  to  examine  the  foundation  of  his 
opinion.  Though  justly  respectable  for  his  great  genius  and 
learning,  that  opinion,  we  trust,  will,  on  examination,  be  found 
erroneous.  His  "  Essay"  was  published  before  the  decision 
in  Elsee  v.  Gatward,  and  no  notice  of  his  doctrine  is  taken  by 
the  court,  in  that  case.  He  must  \^  considered  as  reasoning 
speculatively,  and  from  the  doctrine  of  the  civil  law,  ^against 
what  he  considered  as  the  dicta  of  respfectable  judges  in  the 
English  courts,  in  the  ewly  stages  of  their  jurisprudence.  Sir 
ffuliam  Jones  admits  the  distinction  between  a  nonfeasance 
and  a  nUsfe/uance,  and  that  no  action  will  lie  for  the  nonfeas- 
once  of  a  gratuitous  promise,  unless  special  damages  have  been 
caused  by  the  non-performance. 

To  understand  fully  the  observations  of  the  judges  in  the 
several  cases  cited  by  Sir  William  Jones^  from  the  year  books, 
it  is  necessary  to  attend  to  the  history  of  the  action  of  assum^p- 
fit,  which  is  said  to  have  been  first  introduced  into  the  law,  m 
the  reign  of  Henry  IV.  (3  Reeves^s  Hist,  of  Eng.  Law,  244 — 
246.  394—396.  See  also,  2  Chmyn  on  Contracts,  549—554.) 
At  that  time,  the  only  remedies  for  a  breach  of  contract  were  by 
an  action  of  covenant  or  debt,  and  it  was  a  settled  rule^  that  an 
action  of  covenant  could  be  grounded  only  on  a  specialty ;  and 
debt  would  only  lie  for  a  sum  certain,  stipulated  to  be  paid,  or 
on  a  specialty ;  so  that  for  the  non-performance  of  a  parol 
promise,  the  party  was  compelled  to  apply  to  a  court  of  equity, 
which  could  not  award  any  damages  for  the  non-performance 
of  an  agreement 
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The  first  case  is  that  in  2  Hen.  IV.  3  b.  where  one  Wation 
brought  an  action  against  Brinth,  for  that  havipg  assumed  to 
build  a  house  for  the  plaintiff,  by  a  certain  day,  he  had  not 
done  it,  to  the  damage  of  the  plaintiff,  <&c.  It  was  objected 
that  this  being  on  a  covenant,  and  no  writing  shown,  the 
action  would  not  lie.  The  objection  was  supported  by  Bryony 
J.,  who,  however,  conceded,  that  if  the  plaintiff  had  alleged  that 
the  work  had  been  begun,  and  that  the  defendant  had  after- 
wards neglected  to  finish  it,  the  action  might  be  maintained. 
A  similar  case  arose  in  II  Hen,  IV.  33.  and  which  was 
decided  in  the  same  manner.  Brooke  (Tit.  Act.  sur  case,  40.) 
observes  on  these  cases,  that  no  consideration  was  alleged,  and 
that,  therefore,  an  action  would  not  lie. 

The  next  case  was  that  of  3  Hen.  VI.  36  b.  37  a.  which  is 
the  one  particularly  conmiented  on  by  Sir  fVilliam  Jones,  (a) 

(a)  A  translation  of  the  case  in  3  Hen.  VI.  36  6.  37  a.  may  gratify  curiositj,  and 
serve  to  illustrate  the  argument  in  this  cause.  A  writ  of  trespass  was  brought 
by  one  W.  B.  against  JratkinSy  of  London^  a  mill-wright.  Strange  counted  on 
this  case,  to  wit,  tliat  on  such  a  dajr  and  year,  in  Lmidon,  in  such  a  ward,  he 
undertook  to  make  a  mill  for  the  pliuntiff,  and  that  the  mill  should  be  ready  and 
raised,  between  that  day  and  Christmas,  in  which  time  the  mill  was  not  raised, 
to  the  wrong  and  damage  of  the  plaintiff,  ten  marcs.  Ro^  (for  the  defendant) 
prayed  jud^ent  of  the  writ ;  for  by  the  writ  it  is  stated  that  the  defendant 
should  make  a  mill,  and  the  plaintiff  has  not  declared  in  certain  how  much  he 
ought  to  hare  for  doing  it.    Wherefore,  &c. 

Strange,  Notwithstanding  what  has  been  said,  we  demand  judgment,  and 
pray  our  damages. 

Babinoton,  Ch.  J.  If  I  bring  a  writ  of  deceit  aprainst  one  for  this ;  that  the 
defendant  was  my  attorney,  and  that,  by  his  negligence  and  default,  1  should 
lose  my  land,  &c. — in  tliis  case  it  is  fit  that  I  should  declare  how  he  was  re- 
tained by  me,  and  took  his  wages,  or,  otherwise,  the  writ  is  abated,  sie  hoCy  Sui. 

Martin,  J.  I  have  never  seen  it  for  law,  that  such  a  writ  lies  on  such  a 
matter  shown  as  it  is  here  stated.  No  tort  has  been  done ;  it  is  stated  only  that 
he  promised  to  do  such  a  thing,  which  thing  is  not  done ;  in  which  case  a  good 
writ  of  covenant  would  lie,  if  he  had  had  a  specialty  ;  but  if  he  had  made  a  mill 
which  had  not  been  good,  or  had  entirely  spoiled  or  badly  made  it,  then  a  good 
writ  of  trespass  lies  ;  as  suppose  that  a  smith  moke  a  covenant  with  me  to  shoe 
my  horse,  and,  by  his  negbgence,  pricks  my  horse,  on  this  matter  shown,  a  good 
writ  of  trespass  lies  \  for  notwithstanding,  on  rehearsing  the  matter,  an  agree- 
ment is  stated,  I  say,  that  in  this  case,  mat  he  has  bamy  done  the  thing  for 
which  the  agreement  was  made,  and  for  this  the  amement  is  changed  into  a 
torty  for  which  a  good  writ  of  tres[>ass  lies ;  but  in  the  case  at  bar  it  is  not  so, 
for  there  no  tort  is  stated  in  the  writ,  by  the  doing  of  the  thing,  only  the  pon 
feasance  of  a  thing,  which  sounds  only  in  covenant.    Wherefore,  &c. 

BABiifGToif.  It  seems  to  me  the  contrary.  Suppose  that  one  makes  ao 
ajgreement  with  me  to  cover  my  house,  within  a  certain  time,  within  which 
time  he  does  not  cover  it,  so  that,  for  want  of  the  covering,  the  roof  of  the  house 
is  rotted  by  the  rain  ;  in  this  case,  I  say,  that  I  shall  have  a  good  writ  of  tres- 
pass, on  the  matter  shown  against  him  that  made  the  agreement  with  me,  in 
which  case  I  shall  receive  damages,  as  far  as  I  am  damaged  by  the  nonfeasance. 
Wherefore,  &c. 

CoKAiN,  J.,  to  the  same  point  And  as  to  the  first  point  moved,  (that  he 
should  have  declared  that  he  made  the  a^ement  with  him  for  a  certain 
sum,)  it  seems  to  me  that  he  has  already  said  so,  for  it  shall  not  be  intended 
he  was  to  make  the  mill  for  nothing,  and  so  from  his  plea  it  is  concluded,  as 
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*In  remarking  on  the  opinion  of  Martin^  one  of  the  judges, 
who  objected  to  the  action,  that  no  tort  was  alleged,  he  seems 
to  consider  a  special  injury  as  equivalent  to  a  tort ;  but  a  spe- 
cial injury  does  not  constitute  a  tort^  by  which  Martin  clearly 
meant  a  misfeasance,  thereby  recurring  to  the  *former  and  set- 
tled doctrine,  as  to  a  misfeasance  or  negligence,  as  distinguished 
frqpi  a  nonfeasance ;  and  the  difficulty  Sir  William  Jones  finds 
in  the  opinion  of  Martin,  J.,  arises  wholly  from  his  not  suffi- 
ciently attending  to  the  distinction  *which  has  been  stated, 
and  to  the  objection  made  to  the  form  of  action,  in  a  case  of 
non-performance  of  a  parol  agreement.  Martin,  J.,  when  he 
says,  that  the  action  will  not  lie  for  the  nonfeasance,  has  no 
reference  to  the  existence  or  non-existence  of  special  damage, 
but  merely  to  the  distinction  between  a  nonfeasance  and  a 
misfeasance.  The  case  was  shortly  this.  An  action  was 
brought  against  a  mill-wright,  for  not  making  a  mill,  which  he 
had  undertaken  to  make  by  a  certain  day.  Rdf  who  was 
counsel  for  the  defendant,  objected  to  the  writ,  because  it  did 
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much  as  if  he  had  expressly  averred  it  in  pleading.  And  as  to  the  other  point, 
on  the  matter  shown,  the  writ  lies  sufficiently  weU.  As  suppose  that  one  had 
made  an  agreement  to  repair  certain  ditches  that  are  on  my  land,  and  he  does 
not  do  it,  so  by  his  default,  the  water  which  ought  to  run  in  the  ditch,  over- 
flows my  land  and  destroys  my  com,  I  shaU  have  a  good  writ  of  trespass  for  this 
nonfeasance ;  so  here. 

Rolf.  As  to  your  first  point,  it  seems  to  me,  that  it  should  be  expressly  men- 
tioned in  the  writ,  that  he  was  bound  to  give  the  water  free  course ;  (q*U  duitt 
«e  ettu;)  and  I  say  there  is  a  great  difference  where  one  allows  another  to  do  a 
thing,  and  where  he  b  a  common  laborer ;  for  what  a  common  laborer  should 
have,  is  put  in  certainty  by  the  statute,  in  which  case,  though  nothing  be  men- 
tioned in  the  agreement  as  to  what  he  should  have,  the  servant  will  have  a  good 
action  of  debt  against  him  for  his  wages,  according  to  the  statute ;  but  if  I  make 
an  agreement  with  one  to  go  with  me,  or  to  do  a  certain  thing,  and  I  do  not  put 
it  in.  certainty  what  he  is  to  have  for  doing  it,  in  this  case,  I  say,  the  agreement 
is  void  against  both  parties :  for  if  he  never  performs  the  agreement,  I  shall  never 
have  an  action  against  him ;  nor  shall  he,  if  he  performs,  have  an  action  to  de- 
mand any  thing  for  his  labor,  unless  it  be  reduced  to  certainty  what  he^  shall 
have ;  and  so  it  seems  to  me,  that  if  this  action  on  this  matter  ou^rht  to  be  main- 
tained, that  the  principal  thing  which  causes  the  action  should  be  ofienly  set 
forth  in  the  count,  and  that  is  Uie  agreement,  which  is  not  good  unless  it  be  cer- 
tainly expressed  what  he  is  to  have.    Wherefore,  &c. 

Strmtge.  It  seems  to  me  the  contrary,  as  to  what  Judge  Martm  has  moved, 
that  because  no  tort  is  supposed  by  the  writ,  that  the  wnt  ought  not  to  lie.  It 
seems  to  me  that  it  shall ;  as  suppose,  that  one  makes  a  covenant  with  me  to  be 
my  servant,  and  then  I  command  him  to  go  with  my  wagon,  and  he  refiises  to 
do  it,  I  say  that  I  shall  have  a  writ  of  trespass  against  him,  for  his  refusal,  which 
is  the  nonfeasance  of  a  thing,  and  so  here. 

MjkRTiN.  1  grant  that,  for  this  last  is  a  departure  from  your  service,  for  which 
a  ^ood  action  Ties  :  and,  as  it  truly  seems  to  me,  if  this  action  shall  be  main- 
tamed  on  this  matter,  for  each  agreement  broken  in  the  world,  there  will  be  an 
action  of  trespass. 

BiBiif  0T05.  All  that  we  say  is  in  vain,  for  thev  have  not  vet  demurred ;  and, 
therefore,  (addressing  himself  to  Strange  and  Ro^fy  plead  and  say  what  you  wish, 
or  demur,  and  then  it  can  be  sufficiently  debated  and  disputed,  at  leisure. 
Wherefore,  Ac. 
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ALBANY,     not  state  a  consideration  for  the  promise,  in  which  Babington^ 
^^^J;^!^-     Ch.  J.,  agreed  with  him.     Then  Martin,  J.,  started  another 
TU4RKE      objection,  that  an  action  would  not  lie  for  the  non-perform- 
'•  ance  of  a  parol  agreement,  without  referring  to  the  circum- 

stance of  there  being  a  consideration  or  not.  Babington 
replied,  differing  in  opinion  from  Martin  on  this  point ;  and 
Cokainy  J.,  thought  neither  objection  tenable.  •  iZo//*  replied, 
confining  himself  to  the  first  objection  made  by  himself;  and 
Strange,  on  the  other  side,  in  his  answer,  took  notice  only  of 
the  new  objection  started  by  Martin ;  and  there  being  this 
difference  of  opinion,  the  parties  were  ordered  to  plead  or 
demur,  that  the  questions  raised  might  be  afterwards  more 
solemnly  debated  and  considered. 

The  case  of  the  19  Hen.  VI.  49.  referred  to  by  Sir  WiUiam 
Jones,  was  an  action  against  a  smith,  on  his  undertaking  to 
cure  a  horse  of  a  certain  malady,  alleging,  that  he  so  negli- 
gently and  improvidently  administered  medicine,  &c.,  that  the 
horse,  &c.  The  plea  traversed  the  undertaking,  and  there 
was  considerable  dispute,  whether  the  traverse  ought  to  lie  on 
the  undertaking  or  to  the  negligence.  In  the  course  of  the 
argument,  the  case  of  a  carpenter,  for  not  doinc  the  work,  6lc. 
and  several  others,  were  cited,  in  which  it  was  msisted  that  the 
traverse  must  be  on  the  undertaking ;  now,  the  undertaking  to 
be  traversed  must  be  intended  to  be  lawful  and  obligatory,  not 
gratuitous,  or  a  nudum  pactum. 

In  the  case  of  21  Hen.  VIL  41.  which  Sir  William  Jones  cites 
[*  94  ]  from  Brooke,  as  "  made  complete  from  *the  year  hooTc,^^  Fineux, 
J.,  said,  ''  If  one  makes  an  agreement  to  build  a  house  for  ^le 
by  a  certain  day,  and  he  does  nothing  of  it,  I  shall  have  an 
action  on  the  case,  on  this  nonfeasance,  as  well  as  if  he  had 
mis-done  it ;  for  I  am  damaged  by  this :"  but  the  case  Fineux 
immediately  puts,  by  way  of  illustration,  clearly  shows  that  he 
supposed  a  consideration  for  such  a  promise,  and  that  a  con- 
sideration was  requisite,  and  he  had  in  his  mind  the  opinion 
then  prevailing,  that  on  such  a  parol  covenant  or  agreement, 
the  party  must  resort  to  a  court  of  equity.  He  says,  "  And  so 
if  one  makes  a  bargain  with  me,  that  I  shall  have  his  land  to 
me  and  my  heirs,  for  twenty  pounds,  and  that  he  will  make  the 
estate  to  me,  if  I  pay  him  the  twenty  poun4s ;  if  he  will  not 
make  the  estate  to  me  according  to  the  covenant,  I  shall  have 
my  action  on  the  case,  and  will  need  not  to  sue  out  a  suh- 
poena.^^ 

The  case  o(  Powtuary  v.  Walton,  cited  from  1  Roll.  Ah.  10 
(See  also  1  Vin.  277.  1  Dam.  32.  pi.  5.)  was  that  of  a  far- 
rier, who  undertook  to  cure  a  horse,  and  did  it  so  negligently, 
that  the  horse  died ;  and  it  was  said,  '^  that  an  action  would 
lie,  without  alleging  a  consideration ;  for  the  negligence  is  the 
cause  of  the  action,  not  the  assumpsit."*^  This  is  within  the 
distinction  before  laid  down,  between  a  nonfeasance  and  amu 
84 


Digitized  by 


Google 


OF  THE  STATE  OF  NEW-YORK. 


94 


feastmee.  The  sa^oe  case  is  again  to  be  found,  in  1  Roll. 
Ab.  9ly  93.  and  in  1  Vvn.  ^6.. 563.  Actions^  (case  disceit) 
pL  16. 

The  case  mentioned  by  Sir  William  Jonesy  in  a  note  from 
Stat/uttn*s  Abridgment^  as  decided  by  Justice  Pastonj  is  that  of 
a  Uacksmith,  and  it  must  be  intended  of  a  binding  contract,  not 
a  mere  gratuitous  undertaking ;  for  it  is  said,  '^  I  shall  have  my 
action  on  the  case,  for  through  his  default,  peradventure  my 
horse  may  die."  In  all  the  cases  to  be  found,  where  an  action 
was  held  maintainable,  there  is  a  consideration  for  the  promise, 
and  the  special  damage  is  assigned,  as  a  reason  for  maintain- 
ing an  action  of  trespass  on  the  case,  instead  of  obliging  the 
party  to  go  into  a  court  of  equity. 

Again,  special  damage  alone,  be  it  ever  so  great,  will  not 
give  a  right  of  action.  Neither  will  an  action  lie  for  a  *mere 
injury  without  damage.  To  maintain  an  action,  there  must  be 
damnum  et  injuria  combined.  To  constitute  an  injury,  there 
must  be  a  binding  undertaking,  or  a  duty  to  perform  the  act, 
which  the  party  neglects,  or  violates.  The  non-performance  of 
a  grattdions  promise  produces  no  injury,  as  the  party  making 
such  promise,  has  a  right  to  refuse  to  perform  it ;  nor  can  the 
person  to  whom  it  is  made  enforce  its  performance.  There  is 
no  legal  obligation  violated  by  the  non-performance  of  such  a 
promise.  There  can  be  no  legal  obligation,  where  there  is  no 
consideration ;  and  if  the  contract  is  ob%atory,  neither  party 
can  discharge  himself  from  his  liability.  Though  a  person  may 
be  deceived  by  a  gratuitous  promise,  it  is  not  an  injury  for 
which  an  action  will  lie.  It  is,  at  most,  a  naked  he,  or  a 
breach  of  honor. 

3.  If  the  defendant  is  liable,  he  must  stand  in  the  place  of 
an  insurer,  and  is  entitled  to  every  advantage  possessed  by  an 
insurer.  An  abandonment  is  as  necessary,  as  if  a  policy  had 
been  actually  efiected.  There  was  not  a  total  loss,  for  it  does 
not  appear,  but  that  the  vessel  may  have  been  got  off,  after  she 
stranded,  and  many  things  may  have  been  sav^. 

RadcUff,  in  reply,  observed,  that  the  plaintiffs  and  defendant 
had  separate  and  distinct  interests  in  the  vessel ;  and  that 
though,  in  regard  to  third'  persons,  they  may  be  considered  in 
the  light  of  partners,  yet,  as  among  th^nselves,  they  were 
merely  tenants  in  common. 

Whatever  may  have  been  the  doctrine  of  the  ancient  com- 
mon law,  which,  however,  is  very  obscure  in  relation  to  the 
cases  cited,  it  is  certain  that  in  modem  times,  in  regard  to 
commercial  transactions,  in  which  the  purest  good  faith  is  re- 
quired, and  which  it  is  the  policy  of  the  law,  in  a  commercial 
age,  to  enforce,  a  different  rule  prevails.  This  is  manifest 
from  the  cases  already  cited,  and  which  are  stated  by  Marshall^ 
in  his  treatise  on  insurance.    The  principle  on  which  these 
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decisions  have  proceeded,  is  the  mutual  confidence  between  the 
parties,  and  the  just  reliance  ^placed  by  the  merchant  on  his 
agent  or  correspondent,  in  which  the  courts,  anxious  to  en- 
force the  rules  of  morality  and  good  faith,  will  not  permit  him 
to  be  deceived.  In  several  of  the  cases,  the  undertaking  has 
been  merely  implied  fi-om  'the  relative  situation  of  the  parties, 
and  their  course  of  dealing  with  each  other.  Here  was  an 
express  undertaking  to  get  the  insurance  effected,  by  which 
the  plaintiffs  were  lulled  into  security,  and  were  prevented 
from  doing  it  themselves,  or  employing  another  person.  It  is 
true  that  a  person  may  retract  such  a  gratuitous  promise; 
but  he  must  take  care  to  do  it  in  season,  and  before  any 
damage  results  to  the  other  party,  by  his  non-performance  or 
neglect. 

Kent,  Ch.  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court  The  chief 
objection  raised  to  the  right  of  recovery  in  this  case,  is  the 
want  of  a  consideration  for  the  promise.  The  offer,  on  the 
part  of  the  defendant,  to  cause  insurance  to  be  effected,  was 
perfectly  voluntary.  Will,  then,  an  action  lie,  when  one  party 
intrusts  the  performance  of  a  business  to  another,  who  under- 
takes to  do  it  gratuitously,  and  wholly  omits  to  do  it  ?  If  the 
party  who  makes  this  engagement,  enters  upon  the  execution 
of  the  business,  and  does  it  amiss,  through  the  want  of  due 
care,  by  which  damage  ensues  to  the  other  party,  an  action 
will  he  for  this  misfeasance.  But  the  defendant  never  entered 
upon  the  execution  of  his  undertaking,  and  the  action  is 
brought  for  the  nonfeasance.  Sir  William  Janesy   in   his 

"  Essay  an  the  Law  of  Bailments^^^  considers  this  species  of 
undertaking  to  be  as  extensively  binding  in  the  English  law, 
as  the  contract  of  mandatum^  in  the  Roman  law ;  and  that  an 
action  will  lie  for  damage  occasioned  by  the  non-performance 
of  a  promise  to  become  a  mandatary^  though  the  promise  be 
purely  gratuitous.  This  treatise  stands  high  with  Uie  profes- 
sion, as  a  learned  and  classical  performance,  and  I  regret,  that, 
on  this  point,  I  find  so  much  reason  to  question  its  accuracy. 
I  have  carefully  examined  all  the  authorities  to  which  he  refers. 
He  has  not  produced  a  single  adjudged  *case ;  but  only  some 
dicta  (and  those  eauivocal)  from  the  Tear  Books^  in  support 
of  his  opinion ;  ana  was  it  not  for  the  weight  which  the  au- 
thority of  so  respectable  a  name  imposes,  I  should  have  sup- 
posed the  question  too  well  settled  to  admit  of  an  argu- 
ment (a) 

A  short  review  of  the  leading  cases  will  show,  that,  by  the 
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common  law,  a  mandatary^  or  one  who  undertakes  to  do  an  act 
for  another,  without  reward,  is  not  answerable  for  omitting  to 
do  the  act,  and  is  only  responsible  when  he  attempts  to  do  it, 
and  does  it  amiss.  In  other  words,  he  is  responsible  for  a  mis- 
feasance^  but  not  for  a  nonfeasance^  even  though  special  dam- 
ages are  averred.  Those  who  are  conversant  with  the  doctrine 
of  mandatum  in  the  civil  law,  and  have  perceived  the  equity 
which  supports  it,  and  the  good  &ith  which  it  enforces,  may, 
perhaps,  feel  a  portion  of  regret,  that  Sir  William  Jones  was 
not  successful  in  his  attempt  to  ingraft  this  doctrine,  in  all  its 
extent,  into  the  English  law.  I  have  no  doubt  of  the  perfect ' 
justice  of  the  Roman  rule,  on  the  ground,  that  good  faith  ought 
to  be  observed,  because  the  employer,  placing  reliance  upon 
that  good  faith  in  the  mandatary,  was  thereby  prevented  from 
doing  the  act  himself,  or  employing  another  to  do  it.  This  is 
the  reason  which  is  given  in  the  Institutes  for  the  rule :  Man- 
datum  non  suscipere  cuilibet  Uberum  est ;  stuceptum  autem  con- 
Mummandum  est^  aut  quam  primum  renunciandum,  ut  per  semetip- 
sum,  aut  per  aUum,  eandem  rem  mandator  exequatur.  (Inst,  lit). 
3.  27.  11.)  But  there  are  many  rights  of  moral  ooligation 
which  civil  laws  do  not  enforce,  and  are,  therefore,  left  to  the 
conscience  of  the  individual,  as  rights  of  imperfect  obligation  ; 
and  the  promise  before  us  seems  to  have  been  so  left  by  the 
common  law,  which  we  cannot  alter,  and  which  we  are  bound 
to  pronounce. 

The  earliest  case  on  this  subject,  is  that  of  Watson  v.  Brinth^ 
(Tear  Boole ^  2  Hen,  IV.  3  6.)  in  which  it  appears  that  the  de- 
fendant promised  to  repair  certain  houses  of  the  plaintiff,  and 
had  neglected  to  do  it,  to  his  damage.  The  plaintiff  was  non- 
suited, because  he  had  shown  no  covenant ;  *and  Brincheley 
said,  that  if  the  plaintiff  had  counted  that  the  thing  had  been 
commencedy  and  afterwards^  by  negligence,  nothing  done,  it  had 
been  otherwise.  Here  the  court,  at  once,  took  the  distinction 
between  nonfeasance  and  misfeasance.  No  consideration 
was  stated,  and  the  court  required  a  covenant  to  bind  the 
party. 

In  the  next  case,  (11  Hen.  IV.  33  a,)  an  action  was  brought 
against  a  carpenter,  stating  that  he  had  undertaken  to  build  a 
house  for  the  plaintiff,  within  a  certain  time,  and  had  not  done 
it.  The  plaintiff  was  also  nonsuited,  because  the  undertaking 
was  not  binding  without  a  specialty ;  but,  says  the  case,  if  he 
had  undertaken  io  build  the  house ,  and  had  done  it  illy  or  neg' 
Hgently,  an  action  would  have  lain,  without  deed.  Brookcj 
(Action  sur  le  Case,  pi.  40.)  in  citing  the  above  case,  says, 
that  "it  seems  to  be  good  law  to  this  day;  wherefore  the 
action  upon  the  case  which  shall  be  brought  upon  the  assump- 

87 


ALBANY, 

Feb.  1809. 

TnORNE 

V. 

DXAS. 


[•98] 


Digitized  by 


Google 


96 


CASES  IN  THE  SUPREME  COURT 


ALBANY, 

Feb.  1809. 

Thornk 

V. 

Dkas. 


[•99]. 


tion,  mast  state  that  for  such  a  sum  of  money  to  him  paid, 
&c.,  and  that  in  the  above  case,  it  is  assumed,  that  there  was 
no  sum  of  money,  therefore  it  was  a  nudum  pactum,^^ 

The  case  of  3  Hen,  VI.  36  6.  is  one  referred  to,  in  the  Es$ay 
on  Bailmenisy  as  containing  the  opinion  of  some  of  the  judges, 
that  such  an  action  as  the  present  could  be  maintained.  It 
was  an  action  against  Waikins^  a  mill-wright,  for  cTot  building 
a  mill  according  to  promise.  There  was  no  decision  upon 
the  question,  and  in  Uie  long  conversation  between  the  coun- 
sel and  the  court,  there  was  some  difference  of  opinion  on  the 
point  The  counsel  for  the  defendant  contended,  that  a  con- 
sideration ought  to  have  been  stated ;  and  of  the  three  judges 
who  expressed  any  opinion,  one  concurred  with  the  counsel 
for  the  defendant,  and  another  {Babingtan,  Ch.  J.)  was  in 
&vor  of  the  action,  but  he  said  nothing  expressly  about  the 
point  of  consideration,  and  the  third  {CoJcain,  J.)  said,  it  ap- 
peared to  him  that  the  plaintiff  had  so  declared,  for  it  shall 
not  be  intended  that  the  defendant  would  build  the  mill  for 
nothing.  So  &r  is  this  case  from  giving  countenance  to  the 
present  action,  that  Brooke  {Action  sur-  U  Case,  pi.  7.  and 
*  Contract^  pi.  6.^  considered  it  as  containing  the  opinion  of 
the  court,  that  tne  plaintiffs  ought  to  have  set  forth  what  the 
miller  was  to  have  for  his  labor,  for  otherwise,  it  was  a  nude 
pact ;  and  in  Coggt  v.  Bernard^  Mr.  Justice  Gould  gave  the 
same  exposition  of  the  case. 

The  general  question  whether  assumpsit  would  lie  for  a  non^ 
feasance^  agitated  the  courts  in  a  variety  of  cases,  afterwards, 
down  to  the  time  of  Hen.  VII.  (14  Hen.  VI.  18  h.  pi.  58.  19 
Hen.  VI.  49  a.  pi.  5.  20  Hen.  VI.  34  a.  pi.  4.  2  Hen.  VII. 
11.  pi.  9.  21  Hen.  VII.  41  a.  pi.  66.)  There  was  no  dispute 
or  doubt,  but  that  an  action  upon  the  case  lay  for  a  misfeas- 
ance  in  the  breach  of  a  trust  undertaken  voluntarily.  The 
point  in  controversy  was,  whether  an  action  upon  the  case  lay 
for  a  nonfeasance,  or  non-performance  of  an  agreement,  and 
whether  there  was  any  remedy  whfsre  the  party  had  not  secured 
himself  by  a  covenant  or  specialty.  But  none  of  these  cases, 
nor,  as  far  as  I  can  discover,  do  any  of  the  dicta  of  the  judges 
in  them,  go  so  &r  as  to  say,  that  an  assumpsit  would  lie  for  th^ 
non-performance  of  a  promise,  without  stating  a  considera- 
tion for  the  promise.  And  when,  at  last,  an  action  upon  the 
case  for  the  non-performance  of  an  undertaking  came  to  be 
established,  the  necessity  of  showing  a  consideration  was 
explicitly  avowed. 

Sir  WiUiam  Jones  savs,  that  ^<  a  case  in  Brooke,  made  com- 
plete from  the  Tear  nook  to  which  he  refers,  seems  directly 
in  point."  The  case  referred  to  is  21  Hen,  VII.  41.  and  it  is 
given  as  a  loose  note  of  the  reporter.  The  chief  justice  is 
there  made  to  say,  that  if  one  agree  with  me  to  build  a  house 
by  such  a  day,  and  he  does  not  build  it,  I  have  an  action  on 
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tbe  case  for  this  nonfeasance^  equally  as  if  he  had  done  it ' 
amiss.  Nothing  is  here  said  about  a  consideration;  but  in 
the  next  instance  which  the  judge  ffires  of  a  nonfeasance  for 
which  an  action  on  the  case  lies,  he  states  a  consideration 
paid.  This  case,  however,  is  better  reported  in  KeUwayy  78. 
pi.  5.,  and  this  last  report  must  have  been  overlooked  by  the 
author  of  the  "  Essay."  Frowicke,  Ch.  *J.,  there  says,  « that 
if  I  covenant  with  a  carpenter  to  build  a  house,  and  pay  him 
20/.  to  build  the  house  by  a  certain  day,  and  he  does  not  do 
it,  I  have  a  good  action  upon  the  case,  by  reason  ofthepay- 
ntent  of  my  money ;  and  without  payment  of  the  money  in  this 
case,  no  remedy.  And  yet,  if  he  make  the  house  in  a  hsA  man- 
ner, an  action  upon  the  case  lies ;  and  so  for  the  nonfeasance, 
if  the  money  be  paid,  action  upon  the  case  lies." 

There  is,  then,  no  just  reason  to  infer,  from  the  ancient 
authorities,  that  such  a  promise  as  the  one  before*  us  is  good, 
without  showing  a  consideration.  The  whole  current  of  the 
decisions  runs  the  other  way,  and,  from  the  time  of  Henry 
VII.  to  this  time,  the  same  law  has  been  uniformly  maintained. 

The  doctrine  on  this  subject,  in  the  Essay  on  Bailments,  is 
true,  in  refi^ence  to  the  civil  law,  but  is  totally  unfounded  in 
reference  to  the  English  law ;  and  to  those  who  have  atten- 
tively examined  the  head  of  Mandates,  in  that  Essay,  I  hazard 
nothing  in  asserting,  that  that  part  of  the  treatise  appears  to  be 
hastily  and  loosely  written.  It  does  not  discriminate  well 
between  the  cases ;  it  is  not  very  profound  in  research,  and  is 
destitute  of  true  l^al  precision. 

Bat  tbe  counsel  for  the  plaintiffs  contended,  that  if  the  gen- 
eral rule  of  the  common  law  was  against  the  action,  this  was  a 
commercial  question,  arising  on  a  subject  of  insurance,  as  to 
which,  a  different  rule  had  been  adopted.  The  case  of  Wil" 
kinson  v.  Coverdale,  (I  Esp,  Rep.  75.)  was  upon  a  promise  to 
cause  a  house  to  be  msured,  and  Lord  Kenyan  held,  that  the 
defendant  was  answerable  only  upon  the  ground  that  he  had 
proceeded  to  execute  the  trust,  and  had  done  it  negligently. 
The  distinction,  therefore,  if  any  exists,  must  be  confined  to 
cases  of  marine  insurance.  In  Smith  v.  Lascelles,  (2  Term 

Rep.  188.)  Mr.  Justice  BuUer  said  it  was  settled  law,  that 
there  were  three  cases  in  which  a  merchant,  in  England,  was 
bound  to  insure  for  his  correspondent  abroad. 

•1.  Where  the  merchant  abroad  has  effects  in  the  hands  of 
his  correspondent  in  England,  and  he  orders  him  to  insure. 

2.  Where  he  has  no  effects,  but,  from  the  course  of  dealing 
between  them,  the  one  has  been  used  to  send  orders  for  insur- 
ance, and  the  other  to  obey  them. 

Vol.  IV.  J  2  89 
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3.  Where  the  merchant  abroad  sends  bills  of  lading  to  his 
correspondent  in  EneUmdy  and  engrafts  on  them  an  order  to 
insure,  as  the  implied  condition  of  acceptance,  and  the  other 
accepts.   • 

The  case  itself,  which  gave  rise  to  these  obsenrations,  and 
the  two  cases  referred  to  in  the  note  to  the  report,  were  all 
instances  of  misfeasance^  in  proceeding  to  execute  the  trust, 
and  in  not  executing  it  well.  But  I  shall  not  question  the 
application  of  this  rule,  as  stated  by  Btdter,  to  cases  of  non- 
feasance^  for  so  it  seems  to  have  been  applied  in  Webster  v. 
jDc  Tastet.     (7  Term  Rep.  157.)  They  have,  however,  no 

application  to  the  present  case.  The  defendant  here  was  not 
a  factor  or  agent  to  the  plaintiffs,  within  the  purview  of  the 
law-merchant.  There  is  no  color  for  such  a  suggestion.  A 
factor,  or  commercial  agent,  is  employed  by  merchants  to 
transact  business  abroad,  and  for  which  he  is  entitled  to  a 
commission  or  allowance.  {Malyne^  81.  Beatoesy  44.)  In 
every  instance  given,  of  the  responsibility  of  an  agent  for  not 
insuring,  the  agent  answered  to  the  definition  given  of  a  Vic- 
tor, who  transacted  business  for  his  principal,  who  was  iibsent, 
or  resided  abroad ;  and  there  were  special  circumstances  in 
each  of  these  cases,  from  which  the  agent  was  to  be  charged ; 
but  none  of  those  circumstances  exist  in  this  case.  If  the 
defendant  had  been  a  broker,  whose  business  it  was  to  pro- 
cure insurances  for  others,  upon  a  regular  commission,  the 
case  might,  possibly,  have  been  different.  I  mean  not  to  say, 
that  a  factor  or  commercial  agent  cannot  exist,  if  he  and  his 
principal  reside  together  at  the  same  time,  in  the  same  place ; 
but  there  is  nothing  *here  from  which  to  infer  that  the  de- 
fendant was  a  factor,  unless  it  be  the  business  he  assumed  to 
perform,  viz.  to  procure  the  insurance  of  a  vessel,  and  that  fact 
alone  will  not  make  him  a  factor.  Every  person  who  under- 
takes to  do  any  specific  act,  relating  to  any  subject  of  a  com- 
mercial nature,  would  equally  become,  quoad  hoc,  a  factor ;  a 
proposition  too  extravagant  to  be  maintained.  It  is  very  clear, 
from  this  case,  that  the  defendant  undertook  to  have  the  in- 
surance effected,  as  a  voluntary  and  gratuitous  act,  without 
the  least  idea  of  entitling  himself  to  a  commission  for  doing 
it.  He  had  an  equal  interest  in  the  vessel  with  the  plaintiffs, 
and  what  he  undertook  to  do  was  as  much  for  his  own  benefit 
as  theirs.  It  might  as  well  be  said,  that  whenever  one  partner 
promises  his  copartner  to  do  any  particular  act  for  the  common 
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benefit,  he  becomes,  in  that  instance,  a  fiwitor  to  his  copartner,  ^^» 
and  entitled  to  a  commission.  The  plaintiffs  have,  then,  failed  ^^'  ^^^' 
in  their  attempt  to  bring  this  case  within  the  range  of  Uie  de- 
cisions, or  within  any  principle  which  gives  an  action  against  a 
commercial  agent,  who  neglects  to  insure  for  his  correspond- 
ent Upon  the  whole  view  of  the  case,  therefore,  we  are  of 
opinion,  that  the  defendant  is  entitled  to  judgment. 

Judgment  for  the  defendant. 


*Urquhart  against  M'Iver  and  others.  [  *  103  ] 

^HIS  was  an  action  of  dssumpsit.  Plea,  the  general  issue,  where  A.,  of 
A  verdict  was  taken  for  the  plamtiff,  at  the  sittxws  in  Neto^  wumington, 

tr    1         t^  •      ^  ^     xi_  •    •  r  ^i_  ^  X   •    •         N.C.,  wrote  to 

YmCy  subject  to  the  opmion  of  the  court  on  a  case  containuig  ^.j^nbna^, 
the  foUowmg  facts :  vdllnSS  MUf 

The  plaintiff,  bein^  owner  of  a  ship  called  the  Nancy ^  ly-  JlSSff  of  a 
iog  at  Wilmington^  Is,  C,  taking  on  board  a  cargo  for  JLircr-  ^s^  i5°°^Sd 
poolj  in  EnsUmdy  where  the  defendants  carried  on  trade,  on  mforaiing^'  him 
the  17th  May,  1803,  wrote  a  letter  to  the  defendants,  inform-  j!J^^,,  Jf^ 
ing  them  that  the  ship  would  be  despatched  to  Liverpool  to  certaTn  amoant, 
their  address,  that  he  had  drawn  bills  on  them  for  1,350/.  »°«*  e^'ameS 
sterling,  and  requesting  them  to  have  insurance  made  on  the  t'o^cei^f^ 
ship,  m  London,  or  such  other  place  in  Great  Britain  as  ^'^J^°*\j„ 
might  be  convenient,  valuing  her  at  1,200Z.  sterling,  his  part  bills,  biTt^'aner- 
of  the  careo  at  304/.,  and  the  freight  at  1,280/.,  that  he  should  ^*^«; . '^^•T* 

,         ^P  '        ^    ,^    •'       °  ,1  /,         ,  :  ,  ,    ono  of  the  bills, 

send  to  them  a  power  of  attorney  to  sell  the  ship,  as  he  meant,  which  was  re- 
at  all  events,  to  make  them  safe  in  the  acceptance  and  pay-  g^J^jf  ^^id 
meat  of  the  bills,  and  believing  the  ship  and  cargo  would  UiatB.^^an- 
be  in  their  possession  before  the  oills  were  presented  for  ac-  J^®5i^i!he*dam^ 

Ceptance.  ages  and  costs, 

This  letter  was  received  by  the  defendants,  on  the  23d  July,  ^^  ^^^i^i^ 

bin.    ^^ 

Where  A.  coosigned  a  vessel  and  car^  to  B.,  at  Liverpool f  and  advised  him  that  he  should  make 
Urn  mean  for  m  acceptance  of  his  bills,  and  sent  him  a  power  of  attorney  lo  sell  the  vessel,  with 
<faectioM  to  sell  her  in  England,  but  if  that  could  not  be  done,  to  procure  a  freifffaL  or  load  her 
^nth  as  much  talt  as  the  fiinds  or  A.  were  equal  to,  and  send  her  to  New-  York ;  and  B.  loaded  the 
vcanl  with  ohmUj  and  having,  under  the  power  from  A.,  executed  a  bill  of  sale  of  the  vessel  to  C, 
of  Nt»-York,  and  sent  the  vessel  and  cargo  to  C,  with  directions  to  reconvey  and  deliver  them  to  A., 
oa  his  pa^ng  the  balance  due  to  B.  for  advances,  otherwise,  to  sell  them  and  place  the  proceeds  to  the 
ci«dit  of  B.,  paying  over  the  balance  that  might  remain  to  A.,  who  was  also  informed  by  B.  of  the  transfer 
and  CQDftfnmeot  to  C.  A.  refused  to  accept  the  vessel  and  cargo  from  C.,  contending  that  B.  had  made 
^  vesseiliis  own.  It  was  held  that  B..  not  having  followed  the  orders  of  A.  in  relation  to  the  cargo,  it  be* 
kond  to  B.,  and  that  A.  was  not  bound  lo  accept  it,  nor  Uable  for  any  charges  attending  it :  that  the  ves* 
idjSeiBg  intended  as  security  to  B.,  he  had  a  lien  upon  her  for  his  advances,  and  that  tlie  assignment  to  C. 
t*ang  merely  for  the  purpose  of  preserving  that  lien,  and  not  an  absohite  sale,  A.  was  bound  to  accept  the 
liap,  and  pay  the  premium  of  insurance,  and  all  the  advances  made  bv  B.  for  repairs,  &c.  Though  a 
Mtor  cannot  pleagt  the  ^oods  of  his  principal  as  his  own,  yet  he  may  deliver  them  to  a  third  person  at 
weanty,  with  notice  of  his  lien,  and  as  his  agent  to  keep  the  potsession  for  him,  in  order  to  preserve  that 
'mi. 
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1803 ;  and  before  anj  <ytber  letter  or  comnnnriGatioa  was  re- 
ceived from  the  plaintiff,  they,  on  the  same  day,  wrote  a  let- 
ter to  the  plaintiff,  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  his  letter 
of  the  17th  ilfay,  enolomng  an  invoice  and  bill  of  lading,  for 
timber  and  staves,  on  board  the  Nancif,  which  had  not  then 
arrived;  but  that  they  had  efiected  the  instirance  *on  the 
ship,  cargo,  and  freight,  in  all  2,784f.,  at  three  goineas-  per 
cent.,  and  that  they  should  accept  the  plaintiff's  bill  when 
offered. 

On  the  31st  May,  1803,  the  plaintiff  wrote  a  second  letter 
to  the  defendants,  by  the  ship,  enclosing  a  power  of  attorney 
to  sell  the  ship,  observing,  that  if  the  prices  quoted  should 
continue,  he  had  little  doubt  that  the  ship  would  make  a 
handsome  freight,  but  that  it  rested  with  the  defendants  to 
make  the  most  of  matters  for  his  interest ;  that  if  they  should 
fail  in  making  sale  of  the  ship  to  his  advantage,  he  wished 
her  to  be  ballasted  with  salt,  and  that  they  would  endeavor 
to  get  all  the  freight  they  could  for  New- York,  and  despatch 
her  there  with  the  utmost  speed,  making  insurance  as  ordered, 
&c.,  and  give  him  notice,  &c.,  mentioning  a  balance  of  70 
or  80  pounds  due  to  him  in  London,  which  he  should  direct 
to  be  paid  to  the  defendants ;  that  if  the  ship  was  sold  to. 
return  to  America,  the  crew  were  bound  by  the  articles  to 
return  in  her,  &c.,  and  that  he  enclosed  an  act  of  Congress  in 
that  case. 

The  Nancy  arrived  at  Liverpooly  the  24th  Jufy,  1803;  and^ 
on  the  25th  July,  the  defendants  wrote  to  the  plaintiff,  ac- 
knowledging the  receipt  of  his  last  letter,  and  the  arrival  of 
the  ship,  and  declaring  that  they  should  attend  to  his  direc- 
tions respecting  the  ship  and  cargo,  but  were  apprehensive  that 
the  ship  could  not  be  sold ;  that  the  bills  had  not  appeared, 
but  would  be  honored  when  presented,  &c. 

On  the  10th  of  June,  1803,  the  plaintiff  wrote  to  the  defend^ 
ants,  that  he  had  drawn  three  bills  on  them,  amounting  to 
1,350Z.  sterling,  agreeably  to  his  letter  of  the  17th  May. 

On  the  9th  July,  1803,  the  plaintiff  again  wrote  to  the  de- 
fendants, that,  if  the  ship  could  not  be  sold,  agreeably  to  his 
orders,  they  must  baUast  her  with  salt,  and  set  her  up  for  freight 
for  Netv-iork;  and  that  if  a  freight  could  be  procured,  not 
to  ship  salt;  otherwise,  to  ship  as  much  salt  as  his  frinds would 
permit,  or  the  vessel  could  carry  with  ease ;  and  that,  instead 
of  insuring  the  ship  and  his  property,  and  the  freight  as  for- 
merly directed,  the  defendants  should  advise  R»  n^lkins,  of 
New-York,  of  the  amount  ♦shipped,  and  the  freight,  to  regu- 
late him  in  making  the  insurance  at  New-  York,  which  charge 
as  to  the  insurance,  the  plaintiff  said,  proceeded  from  a  fear 
that  his  frinds  would  not  be  sufficient  to  ballast  the  ship  with 
salt,  and  pay  the  premium  of  insurance  there,  in  case  no  back 
freight  offered. 
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The  defendants  received  and  disposed  of  the  cargo  at  Liv- 
tffool^  and  credited  the  plaintiff  with  the  proceeds^  amount- 
inf^  to  1,092/.  I5s.  lOd  sterling,  and  with  the  freight  to 
lAverpooly  being  5^1/.  lOs,  6d,  The  disbursements  made  by 
them  for  the  vessel  amounted  to  537/.  lis,  4cl.,  and  they  ac- 
cepted two  of  the  plaintiff's  bills,  amounting  to  900/. ;  but  the 
third  bill  for  450/.  being  presented,  the  defendants  answer- 
ed, that  it  could  not  then  be  accepted,  but  would  probably 
be  paid  when  due.  It  was  protested  for  non-acCeptance,  on 
the  18th  August^  and  for  non-payment  on  the  19th  November j 
1803. 

The  ship  could  not  be  sold  to  advantage  in  Liverpool^  ai^d 
no  freight  could  be  obtained  for  New- York.  The  defendants 
shipped  on  board  salt  and  coal,  to  the  amount  of  295/.  lOs.  &d. 
sterling,  and  to  secure  themselves  for  their  advances  and 
acceptances,  consigned  the  same  to  Lenox  fy  Maitland  in  New^ 
York,  on  account  of  the  plaintiff,  and  as  attorneys  for  the  plain- 
tifi^  executed  to  Lenox  fy  Maiiland,  a  bill  of  sale  of  the  ship, 
for  the  consideration  of  1000/.  sterling,  which  was  not  actually 
paid,  the  bill  of  sale  and  consignment  being  intended  for  their 
security. 

On  the  12th  September ^  1803,  the  defendants  wrote  to  the 
plaintiff,  advising  him  of  what  had  been  done ;  that  their  dis- 
bursements, the  salt,  and  coal,  and  insurance,  &c.  to  New- 
Yorkj  amounted  to  888/.  Is.  bd.  that,  after  paying  the  drafts  of 
the  plaintiff  to  1,350/.  there  would  be  due  to  the  defendants  a 
balance  of  1 ,020/.  I85.  2d.  to  secure  which  they  had  sold'  the 
ship  to  Lenox  Sf  Maitland^  and  consigned  the  salt  and  coal  to 
tbrai  for  sale,  and  they  hoped  that  cSler  these  were  sold,  the 
plaintiff  would  have  little  to  pay  besides,  *and  take  back  his 
ship;  that  they  should  have  a  small  account  further  against 
turn  for  advances,  &c. 

The  defendants,  on  the  13th  September,  1803,  wrote  to 
I^nox  fy  Maitland,  enclosinir  the  invoice  and  bill  of  lading  for 
the  salt  and  coals,  and  inU>rming  them  that  the  cargo  was 
shipped  on  account  of  the  plaintiff;  but  as  the  funds  arising  from 
the  sale  of  the  outward  cargo  were  not  sufficient  to  pay  his 
<hdis,  the  disbursements  on  the  ship,  and  for  that  cargo,  they 
had,  under  a  power  of  attorney,  assigned  the  ship  to  them,  and, 
if  the  plaintiff  reimbursed  them,  Siey  were  to  convey  the 
ship  to  him ;  that  the  salt  and  coals  were  to  be  sold,  and 
the  proceeds  credited  to  the  defendants;  and  that  if  the 
piaiptiff  did  not  pay  or  secure  the  balance,  then  Lenox  fy 
Mttttland  were  to  seU  the  ship,  and  place  the  proceeds  to 
the  credit  of  the  defendants,  paying  over  the  balance  to  the 
plaintiff. 

The  ship  and  cargo,  on  the  return  voyage,  were  insured  at 
Lkerpoolj  and  the  ddendants  paid  the  premium.    The  ship,  on 
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her  voyage,  was  damaged  by  the  perils  of  the  sea,  and  was 
obliged  to  return  to  Liverpool  for  repairs.  The  further  ex- 
Urquhart  penses  of  repairs  amounted  to  582Z.  1 1  s.  1  of .  sterling,  of  which  the 
defendants,  in  a  letter  of  the  5th  November ^  1803,  to  the  plain- 
tiff, advise  him,  and  add,  that  they  hope  to  recover  part  of  these 
expenses  from  the  insurers,  though  they  seemed  disposed  to 
resist  the  payment,  on  the  ground  that  the  ship  was  not  sea- 
worthy ;  and  that  the  advances  on  account  of  the  last  disaster 
prevented  them  from  paying  the  plaintiff's  draft  for  450Z,  due 
on  the  2d  of  November^  as  they  intended  to  have  done  when 
they  wrote  in  September. 

On  the  6th  November y  1803,  the  vessel  sailed  a^n  from 
Liverpool^  and  arrived  at  New-  York,  on  the  27th  December , 
1803.  On  the  29th  December y  Lenox  fy  Maitlimd  wrote  to  the 
plaintiff,  informing  him  of  the  fact,  d^c.,  and*hoping  that  the 
demand  of  the  defendants  would  be  liquidated,  so  that  they 
might  restore  to  him  the  vessel. 

By  consent  of  the  plaintiff,  the  vessel  and  cargo  were  sold, 
without  prejudice,  for  3863  dollars  and  93  cents.  The  ♦plain- 
tiff insisted,  that  the  defendants  had  made  the  vessel  their 
own,  and  refused  to  take  her  and  the  avails  of  the  cargo, 
and  to  pay  the  demand  of  the  defendants.  The  plaintiff  paid 
the  bill  of  450/.  which  had  been  protested,  with  damages  and 
interest.  By  the  transfer  of  the  ship  to  Lenox  fy  Maitlandy 
the  register  of  the  ship  was  not  lost,  nor  any  forfeiture  incurred. 

It  was  agreed,  that  if  the  court  should  be  of  opinion,  that 
the  plaintiff  was  entitled  to  recover,  that  they  should  ascer- 
tain the  damages,  or  fix  the  principles  on  which  they  were  to 
be  computed,  and  appoint  a  suitable  person  to  make  the  com- 
putation; and  if,  on  the  principles  established,  a  balance 
appeared  to  be  due  to  the  defendants,  a  judgment  was  to  be 
entered  accordingly. 

Sampson,  for  the  plaintiff.  1.  By  accepting  the  consignment, 
the  defendants  were  bound  to  accept  and  pay  the  bills  drawn  on 
them  by  the  plaintiff;  they  are,  tfierefore,  responsible  for  the 
damages  and  costs  on  the  bill  which  was  protested.  {Easty  34. 3 
Burr.  1672.)  2.  The  defendants,  as  agents  and  fiictors,  were 
bound  to  pursue  the  orders  of  the  plaintiff.  Factors  are  obliged 
strictly  to  observe  the  orders  of  their  principal.  {Malyne^s  Lex. 
Merc.  p.  81.  s.  16.  p.  86.  s.  64.  2  Term  Rep.  187.)  The 
least  deviation  renders  them  liable  for  the  consequences. 
Where  the  authority  of  the  agent  is  limited,  and  he  exceeds 
that  authority,  the  principal  is  not  obliged  to  accept  of  the 
contract  he  has  made,  but  may  throw  the  goods  on  the  hands 
of  the  factor.  {Le  Gruen  v.  Gouvemcur  fy  Kemble,  1  Johns.  Cases, 
438,  and  in  note.  1  Ves.  509.)  Here  the  defendants  were 
directed  to  sell  the  ship  in  England ;  but  if  that  was  impracti- 
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cable,  they  were  to  ballast  her  with  salt,  procure  a  freight,  and 
send  her  back  to  New-  York ;  or  in  case  no  freight  offered, 
to  load  her  with  as  much  salt  as  the  funds  of  the  plaintiff  were 
equal  to  purchase.  They  had  no  authority  to  create  any  new 
debt,  or  to  make  the  plaintiff  responsible  beyond  the  funds  in 
their  hands.  By  his  letter  of  the  9th  July^  1803,  the  plaintiff 
expressly  directed  the  defendants  not  to  insure,  but  to  give 
advice  to  Mr.  WiOcins  of  New^  York^  to  insure  her,  in  case  the 
vessel  was  sent  back  ;  and  this  direction  was  given,  for  fear  his 
^iiinds  in  Liverpool  would  not  be  sufficient  to  pay  the  premium 
there.  3.  The  defendants,  by  loading  the  vessel,  by  causing  her 
tobeiDsuredatZ/iV6rpoo/,and  in  giving  no  advice  to  Mr.  Wilkinsj 
entirely  deviated  from  their  orders.  They  have,  by  their  unau- 
thorized conduct,  made  the  vessel  their  own,  and  are  answera- 
ble to  the  plaintiff  for  her.  The  plaintiff  had  a  right  to  aban- 
dob  the  vessel  to  the  defendants,  and  hold  them  respo)isible 
for  her  fiill  value,  or  at  their  own  valuation.  The  defendants, 
having  made  themselves  liable  as  insurers,  (2  Vesey,  239.)  have 
no  right  to  charge  the  plaintiff  for  the  premiums  they  have  paid. 
The  defendants  had  authority  merely  to  sell  the  ship  at  Liver- 
fool;  if  they  did  not  think  best  to  exercise  that  authority  there, 
they  had  no  power  to  dispose  of  her  in  any  other  way.  A  factor 
can  sell  only  according  to  his  authority ;  he  cannot,  under  his 
^neral  authority,  sell  on  credit,  nor  to  persons  beyond  sea. 
(12iabrf.  514,  515.  Yelv.  202.  BuUt.  103.)  Nor  had  the 
defendants  any  right  to  pledge  the  vessel,  or  assi^  her,  by  way 
of  security,  to  ienoa?  fy  Mattland.  It  is  beyond  the  scope  of  a 
(actor's  authority,  tojp/ec^e  the  goods  of  his  principal.  (6  EastjAl. 
Newion  Sf  Thornton.) 

4.  The  defendants,  by  their  departure  from  the  orders  of  the 
plaintiff,  and  their  neglect  and  misconduct  as  factors,  are 
responsible  for  all  the  damages  which  have  resulted  from  the 
oaeasures  they  have  pursued. 

T.  L.  Ogden  and  Colden,  contra.  The  principles  of  law 
which  have  been  stated,  relative  to  the  duties  of  factors,  are 
not  disputed.  They  are  not  applicable  to  the  present  case, 
which  does  not  depend  on  any  general  rules,  but  on  the  terms  of 
the  contract  between  the  parties.  The  conduct  of  the  defend- 
AQts  is  to  be  considered  in  two  points  of  view :  first,  in  regard 
to  the  ship ;  second,  as  it  respects  the  cargo.  Any  neglect 
as  to  the  cargo,  would  not  authorize  an  abandonment  of  the 
Aip.  Thp  letter  of  the  defendants,  of  the  23d  July^  1803, 
contains  their  acceptance  of  the  plaintiff's  consignment,  agree- 
ably to  his  letter  of  the  17  th  May.  From  these  two  letters, 
the  rights  and  duties  of  the  parties  are  to  be  collected. 
They  constitute  the  *contract  between  them.  By  the  terms  of 
these  letters,  the  defendants  acquired  a  lien  on  the  ship  and 
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freight,  as  a  security  for  their  acceptances,  and  for  all  their 
advances  and  disbursements  relative  to  the  ship  and  cargo. 
(2  East,  227.)  It  will  be  seen  from  the  accounts  exhibited, 
that  when  the  ship  was  despatched  from  lAverpool,  the  defend- 
ants had  advanced  1,090/.  sterling.  It  appears  that  the  ship 
could  not  be  sold  in  Europe,  and  the  plaintiff,  in  his  letter 
of  the  29th  May,  says,  that  if  the  ship  could  not  be  sold  to 
advantage,  she  was  to  be  sent  back.  The  defendants  had 
discretionary  powers,  to  act  as  they  thought  most  for  the 
advantage  of  the  plaintiff.  The  defendants  must  have  either 
sacrificed  the  ship  by  a  sale  in  England,  or  have  sent  her 
back.  They  preferred  the  latter,  as  most  for  the  interest 
of  the  plaintiff.  The  vessel  was  sent  back,  with  the  lien  of  the 
defendants,  thereby  securing  themselves,  and  pursuing  the 
orders  of  the  plaintiff.  Under  their  power,  they  assigned  the 
ship  to  Lenox  fy  Maitland,  with  directions  to  deliver  her  to  the 
plaintiff,  on  his  paying  the  balance  due  to  the  defendants. 
This  was  a  sale  in  form  only ;  an  expedient  to  preserve  the  lien 
of  the  defendants,  and  for  the  benefit  of  the  plaintiff.  It 
was  not  a  pledge  of  the  plaintiff's  property.  Lenox  ^ 
Maitland  were  merely  constituted  tiie  agents  of  the  defend- 
ants, for  the  purpose  of  preserving  their  security  on  the  vessel. 
Such  a  transfer,  merely  to  preserve  the  lien  of  the  defendants, 
is  not  a  tortious  act,  which  makes  them  answerable  for  all 
consequences.    {MCombie  v.  Davies,  7  East,  5.  7.) 

Again,  the  defendants  did  not  send  the  vessel  beyond  sea, 
but  home  to  the  plaintiff,  on  his  paying  the  balance  due  to 
them.  When  the  vessel  sailed  from  Liverpool,  she  was,  in  fact, 
the  property  of  the  plaintiff,  who  must  be  answerable  for  all 
the  repairs  which  aflerwards  became  necessary.  All  the 
letters  of  the  plaintiff  show  that  the  defendants  were  to  be 
made  secure,  at  all  events,  for  all  their  advances.  If  they  had 
advised  TVilkins  to  insure  at  New-YorJc,  and  the  vessel  had  been 
lost  during  the  voyage,  they  would  have  lost  their  security. 
The  insurance  may  have  been  made  under  the  first  orders,  and 
if  so,  the  defendants  *^re  entitled  to  the  premium.  It  is  true, 
they  were  bound  to  accept  the  bills,  and  they  may,  perhaps,  be 
liable  for  the  damages  on  the  one  protested.  Had  the  defend- 
ants been  limited  strictly  to  the  funds  of  the  plaintiff,  the 
vessel  would  have  returned  empty.  Some  cargo  was  necessa- 
ry to  ballast  the  ship,  and  what  was  done  was  intended  for  the 
benefit  of  the  plaintiff.  By  loading  her  with  coal  instead  of 
salt,  the  defendants  have  rendered  themselves  liable  only  for 
the  difference  between  the  freight  and  profit  of  the  two 
articles,  if  there  is  any  difference. 

Harison,  in  reply.  The  defendants,  by  accepting  the  con 
signment,  became  bound  to  pursue  the  orders  of  the  plaintiff. 
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By  sending  the  ressel  to  Neto-YorlCy  in  the  manner  they  have 
done,  the  defendants  have  parted  with  their  lien ;  they  had  no 
authority  to  send  her  to  any  one  but  the  plaintiff,  or  to  such 
person  as  he  might  designate.  The  defendants  could  not  seU, 
or  pledge  their  /ten,  nor -could  they  send  the  subject  abroad, 
without  losing  their  lien.  Having  undertaken  to  load  the  ves- 
sel and  send  her  away,  contrary  to  the  plaintiff's  orders,  they 
must  be  deemed  the  owners.  The  plaintiff  had  a  right  to 
abandon  her  to  the  defendants.  The  acts  of  the  defendants 
fiirnish  the  strongest  evidence  of  ownership  ;  and  their  letters 
to  Lenox  Sf  Maitland  show  that  they  intended  a  sale,  though 
they  gave  an  option  to  the  plaintiff,  to  take  Uie  vessel,  if  he 
thought  proper.  The  power  of  a  factor  over  his  /ten,  can 
never  authorize  such  a  disposition  of  the  property.  The  case 
of  AT  Combie  v.  Davies  was  very  different.  As  this  disposition 
of  the  vessel  was  made  before  she  met  with  the  disaster  which 
obliged  her  to  return  to  Liverpool^  the  defendknts  are  respon- 
sible for  all  the  expenses  of  repairs ;  since  they  have  by  their 
conduct  made  the  vessel  their  own.  If  the  vessel  is  to  be  con- 
adered  as  belonging  to  the  defendants,  they  must  also  be  re- 
garded as  owners  of  the  cargo. 

Spencer,  J.  The  plaintiff  in  this  case  claims  from  the  de- 
fendants; 1.  The  damages,  interest  and  cost  on  the  protest 
*of  a  bill  of  exchange  for  450/.  sterling,  drawn  by  the  plaintiff, 
at  Wilmington,  in  North- Carolina,  upon  the  defendants,  resid- 
ing at  Ldverpool^  in  En^land^  and  which  bill  the  defendants, 
by  their  letter  to  the  plaintiff,  had  agreed  to  accept,  in  consid- 
eration of  the  plaintiffs  having  consigned  to  them  a  ship  and 
cargo. 

2d.  TI)p  price  for  whi«h  the  defendants  sold  the  ship  Nancy ; 
and  3d,  to  be  exempted  from  the  premium  of  insurance  made 
on  the  ship,  goods  and  freight  from  Liverpool  to  New- York,  as 
akk>  the  amount  paid  by  the  defendants  for  the  return  cargo, 
being  salt  and  coals,  and  also  the  amount  of  repairs  and  other 
expenses,  subsequent  to  the  sale  of  the  ship  by  the  defendants 
to  Lenox  fy  Maitland. 

The  defendants'  liability  to  the  damages,  interests  and  costs 
attending  the  protest  for  non-acceptance  of  the  bill  for  450/. 
sterling,  is  very  properly  admitted,  and  it  is,  therefore,  un- 
necessary to  examine  the  facts,  or  the  law,  as  applicable  to 
that  point. 

That  the  defendants  had  a  lien  on  the  cargo  consigned  to 
them,  and  its  proceeds,  with  a  Ken  also  on  the  proceeds  of 
the  ship,  when  sold  under  the  authority  conferred  by  the 
plaintiff,  to  the  extent  of  their  acceptances  and  disbursements 
on  the  plaintiffs  account,  cannot  be  questioned.  The  only 
question  is,  whether  the  defendants  have  pursued  such  a  course 
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as  the  general  duties  of  factors  require,  in  relation  to  the  sale 
of  the  ship,  and  so  as  to  preserve  their  Ken  on  the  actual 
proceeds  of  the  sale  of  the  ship  by  their  agents,  Lenox  fy 
Maiiland. 

If  the  line  of  conduct  they  have  observed,  made  the  ship 
their  own,  after  the  transfer  of  h^r  to  Lenox  tf  Maitland,  it 
will  then  necessarily  follow,  that  they  have  no  right  to  charge 
the  plaintiff  with  the  premium  of  insurance  on  the  voyage 
from  Liverpool  to  Netp-  York,  with  the  amount  of  the  return 
cargo,  or  tor  the  repairs  and  disbursements  incurred,  after  the 
sale  to  Lenox  Sf  maiiland.  It  is  a  rule  which  has  been  re- 
peatedly recognized  in  this  court,  that  a  factor  cannot  pawn 
the  goods  of  his  principal.  It  is  a  principle  so  well  settled 
in  the  English  courts,  and  so  firmly  established  ^ith  us, 
as  to  render  it  wholly  unnecessary  to  cite  authorities  in  support 
of  it  ^ 

A  lien  appeare,  by  all  the  cases,  to  be  a  personal  right,  and 
can  endure  no  longer  than  the  possession  of  the  party  holding 
it  continues.  The  authority  given  by  the  plaintiff  to  the  de- 
fendants to  sell,  did  not  divest  the  plain tifTs  right  of  property , 
at  most,  it  was  an  authority  coupled  with  an  interest  in  the 
proceeds,  and  this  authority  was  exerted  by  the  sale  to  Lenox 
fy  Maitland.  It  has  been  urged,  on  the  part  of  the  defend- 
ants, that  this  was  merely  a  mode  adopted  to  preserve  their 
lien  on  the  proceeds  of  the  sale,  and  was  not  incompatible 
with  the  authority  vested  in  them  to  sell  the  ship,  by  way  of 
securing  themselves  for  the  responsibilities  they  had  incurred. 
It  seems  to  be  a  controverted  point  in  the  English  courts, 
"  whether  or  not  a  lien  might  follow  goods  iif  the  hands  of  a 
third  person  to  whom  it  was  delivered  by  the  party  having  the 
lien,  purporting  to  transfer  his  right  of  lien  to  the  other  as  his 
servant,  and  in  his  name,  and  as  a  continuance,  in  effect,  of  his 
own  possession."     (7  East,  6.) 

In  the  present  case,  the  lien  was  to  be  acquired  by  the  act 
of  sale  only  ;  for  until  a  sale  took  place,  the  right  of  the  de- 
fendants was  merely  potential.  It  has  been  supposed  that  the 
ship  itself  was  put  into  the  possession  of  the  defendants,,  as  a 
security  for  their  accepting  the  drafts ;  this,  in  my  opinion,  is 
neither  warranted  by  the  case,  nor  is  it  reconcilable  with  some 
of  the  defendants'  acts.  In  the  plaintiff''s  letter  of  the  17th 
of  May,  1803,  he  says,  "The  ship  will  be  despatched  to  your 
port  to  your  address ;"  again,  "  I  shall  send  you  a  power  of 
attorney  to  make  sale  of  her,  as  I  mean  at  all  events  to  make 
you  safe  in  the  acceptance  and  payment  of  the  bills ;"  and 
again,  ''  Thus,  I  flatter  myself,  the  ship  and  cargo  will  be  in 
your  possession  before  you  are  called  on  for  acceptance."  The 
possession  of  the  ship  here  spoken  of,  evidently  means  such  a 
possession  only  as  would  arise  from  her  being  addressed  to  the 
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defendants  with  a  power  to  sell,  and.  so  the  plaintiiT  must  have 
intended,  when  he  makes  the  possessiiHi  in  the  defendants  to 
be  the  consequence  of  these  two  acts.  The  actual  possession 
never  was  *ui  the  defendants  prior  to  their  sale;  and  until 
the  power  was  executed  by  a  scile,  the  defendants  could  have 
had  no  legal  right  to  take  possession  of  or  to  detain  the  ship. 
The  defendants'  refusal  to  accept  one  of  the  bills  can  be 
imputed  to  nothing  else  than  an  apprehension  on  their  part, 
that  the  funds  in  their  hands  were  not  an  adequate  security ;  but 
if  the  ship  unsold  was  in  their  possession,  and  they  had  a  lien 
on  her,  there  can  be  no  pretence  of  a  want  of  security. 

The  power  to  sell  Jiid  not  admit  of  a  mere  formal  transfer, 
fer  the  express  purpose  of  gaining  a  Ken  on  the  proceeds,  but 
was  alone  to  be  fulfilled  by  a  real,  actual,  and  substantial  sale. 
The  sale,  therefore,  completely  divested  the  plaintiff's  right  of 
property  and  from  that  moment  he  had  a  right  to  debit  the 
defendants  with  the  price  specified  in  the  bill  of  sale. 

The  defendants  are  not  chargeable  with  any  mala  fides. 
Their  conduct  appears  to  be  fair ;  but  if  they  are  not  to  be 
considered  as  the  real  owners  of  the  ship,  through  the  medium 
of  their  trustees,  Lenox  fy  Maitlandy  they  have  grossly  dis- 
obeyed their  orders  in  respect  to  the  return  cargo. 

The  property  of  the  ship  being,  as  I  conceive,  changed  by 
the  act  of  sale,  there  exists  no  right  to  charge  the  plaintiff  for 
the  premium,  the  return  cargo,  or  the  repairs,  nor  for  any 
thing  on,  or  towards  the  ship,  after  the  plaintiff^s  interest  in  her 
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In  my  judgment,  a  liquidation  must  take  place  on  the  prin- 
ciples resulting  fh>m  this  opinion. 

Yates,  J.,  was  of  the  same  opinion. 

Kent,  Ch.  J.  Upon  the  facts  contained  in  the  case,  the 
court  are  called  upon  to  ascertain  and  prescribe  the  princi- 
ples, upon  which  the  accounts  and  claims  between  the  parties 
are  to  be  liquidated  or  adjusted. 

1.  The  plaintiff  claims  compensation  for  the  injury  he  re- 
ceived by  the  non-acceptance  and  payment  of  the  bill  of  ex- 
change for  450/.  sterling.  By  his  first  letter  of  the  17th 
May,  he  informed  the  defendants  that  the  ship  and  cargo 
*would  be  consigned  to  them,  and  that  he  should  anticipate 
the  avails  of  the  cargo  and  freight,  by  drawing  upon  them  to 
the  amount  of  the  three  bills.  The  defendants  received  this 
letter,  together  with  the  invoice  and  bill  of  lading,  and  agreed 
to  accept  the  bills.  This  acceptance  of  the  consignment 
bound  them  to  pay  the  bills.  This  point  seems  to  be  weU  un- 
derstood and  settled  ;  {Buller,  J.,  in  6  East,  34.)  and  the 
counsel  for  the  defendants  admitted,  upon  the  argument,  their 

99 


[*114] 


Digitized  by 


Google 


114 


CASES  IN  THE  SUPREME  COURT 


ALBANY, 

Feb.  1809. 


[*115] 


responsibility  to  indemnify  the  plaintiff  for  the  non-acceptance 
and  non-payment  of  the  third  bill.  This  indemnity  consists  in 
refunding  to  the  plaintiff  the  20  per  cent,  damages  which  he 
paid  on  the  return  of  the  bill,  the  costs  attending  the  same, 
including  the  costs  of  the  protest,  and  interest  upon  the  dam- 
ages and  costs  so  paid  from  the  time  they  were  paid. 

2.  As  to  the  return  cargo  from  Liverpool  to  Neto-  York,  The 
coals  were  never  ordered.  In  shipping  them,  the  defendants 
clearly  exceeded  their  special  and  limited  powers,  and  the 
plaintiff  was  not  bound  to  accept  of  them.  The  8€dt  was  order- 
ed by  the  letter  of  the  31st  of  May;  but  the  defendants  con- 
signed it  to  their  agents  at  New-  York,  with  unqualified  orders 
to  sell  it.  This  was  exercising  ownership  over  it,  inconsist- 
ent with  their  powers  and  duty,  as  factors ;  and  the  plaintiff 
bad  his  election  not  to  accept  of  the  proceeds  of  the  salt,  so 
placed  and  disposed  of  without  his  consent  or  control.  He 
did  refuse  to  have  any  thing  to  do  with  the  proceeds  of  the 
cargo,  and,  consequently,  the  cargo  and  the  premium  paid  at 
Liverpool  for  insuring  it,  are  not  to  be  charged  to  him. 

3.  The  next  and  most  important  point  respects  the  ship. 
By  the  first  letter  of  the  ITth  of  Mayy  1803,  the  plaintiff  gave 
notice  to  the  defendants,  in  general  terms,  that  he  should  send 
them  a  power  of  attorney  to  make  sale  of  the  ship,  because,  he 
said,  that  he  meant,  at  all  events,  to  make  them  safe  in  the 
acceptance  and  payment  of  the  bills.  By  his  next  letter,  of 
the  31  St  of  Mat/^  the  plaintiff  directed  the  defendants  to  cause 
insurance  to  be  made  upon  the  ship  for  the  return  voyage,  and 
this  insurance  was  effected  accordingly,  '^^on  the  12th  of  Sep- 
tember  following.  The  plaintiff  did,  indeed,  by  his  letter  of 
we  9th  of  July,  countermand  those  orders,  for  the  insurance  in 
England,  and  gave  notice  that  he  intended  that  the  insurance 
on  the  return  voyage  should  be  made  at  New-York,  But  we 
have  no  evidence  that  this  letter  was  received,  prior  to  the 
12th  of  September ;  and,  from  the  correspondence,  I  think  it 
is  fairly  to  be  inferred,  that  it  was  not  received.  It  was  in- 
cumbent upon  the  plaintiff  to  make  out,  affirmatively,  the  fact, 
that  these  subsequent  orders  were  received  in  time  by  the  de- 
fendants. From  the  omission  of  the  plaintiff  to  do  this,  we 
are  bound  to  conclude,  that  the  insurance  at  Liverpool  ufKMi 
the  homeward  voyage,  was  duly  and  authoritatively  made. 
The  defendants  had  a  lien  upon  the  ship,  for  their  advances 
and  responsibilities.  The  ship  was  despatched  to  their  od- 
dress,  and  by  the  letter  of  the  17th  of  May,  the  plaintiff  said, 
he  flattered  himself  the  ship  and  cargo  would  be  in  possession 
of  the  defendants,  before  they  were  called  upon  for  accept 
ance.  The  plaint^,  therefore,  intended  that  the  ship  should 
100 


Digitized  by 


Google 


OP  THE  STATE  OF  NEW-YORK. 


n$ 


be  placed  im  their  poasession,  as  a  pledge  of  .their  indemnity, 
OTj  as  the  plaintiff  said,  to  make  them  safe  in  the  acceptance 
tnd  pajrment  of  the  bills  ;  and  fixmi  the  terms  of  the  first  let- 
ter, we  have  reason  to  conclude,  that  the  power  was  general, 
and  not  restricted  to  any  particular  place,  though  the  subsequent 
letters  do,  undoubtedly,  contemplate,  that  the  sale,  if  ma  le  at 
all,  was  to  be  made  at  Liverpool,  But  the  letter  of  the  31st 
of  May  supposes  a  power  in  the  defendants  to  sell  the  ship  to 
return  to  JNew-  York ;  f<Mr  it  says,  "  If  the  ship  be  sold,  to  re- 
turn to  America"  Here  was  then  a  sale  contemplated  for 
th^  American  market,  if  not  a  sale  to  a  person  residing  in 
Anerica.  Considering  the  object  of  the  power  to  sell,  and  the 
probable  generality  of  the  terms  in  which  it  was  expressed, 
the  exercise  of  it,  if  made  in  good  faith,  ought  to  be  construed 
very  Uberally  in  favor  of  the  defendants.  But  the  sale  to 
Lemx  9f  Maitland  was  not  an  absolute  sale.  It  was,  in  effect, 
only  a  transfer  of  the  lien  to  Lenox  fy  Maitland,  as  agents  of 
the  defendants,  and  with  an  intent  to  facilitate  a  settlement 
with  the  plaintiff.  Whatever  might  be  the  form  *of  the  sale, 
it  was/  understood  and  declared,  both  by  the  defendants  and 
their  agents,  to  be  a  mere  deposit  of  the  lien  in  their  hands,  on 
behalf  of  the  defendants.  Under  such  circumstances,  I  do 
not  consider  this  as  a  tortious  conversion  of  the  subject,  nor  a 
parting  with  the  possession  of  the  lien.  This  appears  to  be 
the  real  intent  and  obvious  meaning  of  the  transaction ;  and 
in  the  opinion  of  Lord  EUenboroughy  which  seems  to  have 
been  the  opinion  of  the  whole  Court  of  K,  B.  in  the  case  of 
MCombie  v.  Davies,  (7  Etst,  5.)  such  a  change  of  the  lien 
does  not  divest  the  fiictor  of  his  right  Here  was  no  credit  or 
imposition  held  out,  as  in  the  case  of  Kruger  v.  Wilcox,  [Amb, 
252.)  on  which  Lord  Hardwicke  laid  stress.  A  &ctor  may  de- 
liver the  possession  of  goods,  on  which  he  has  a  lien,  to  a  third 
person,  with  notice  of  the  lien,  and  with  a  declaration  that  the 
transfer  is  to  such  person  as  agent  of  the  factor,  and  for  his 
benefit  This  is  a  continuance,  in  eflRect,  of  the  factor's  pos- 
session, and  this  was  precisely  the  object  of  the  transfer  in  the 
case  before  us,  which  is  much  stronger  than  the  one  supposed 
by  the  K.  B. ;  for  here  the  factor  had  a  general  power  to  sell, 
and  a  power  given  him  avowedly  for  his  own  indemnity.  I 
see  nothing  tortious,  nor  any  thing  unreasonable  in  the  man- 
ner in  which  the  power  was  exercised  in  the  present  instance. 
What  would  have  been  the  effect  of  an  absolute  sale  by  Lenox 
if  MaittHnd,  is  a  question  not  before  us,  for  the  one  which 
they  made  was  by  consent  of  the  plaintiff,  without  prejudice 
to  the  prior  rights  of  the  parties.  We  are,  therefore,  to  con- 
sider the  question,  as  if  Lenox  fy  Maitland  still  held  the  vessel, 
as  agents  for  the  defendants,  and  as  ready  to  surrender  the 
possession  and  formal  title  to  the  plaintiff,  on  his  giving  to  the 
defendants  their  just  indemnity. 
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I  think,  therefore,  that  the  plaintiff  is  bound  to  take  the 
avails  of  the  ship,  and  to  pay  the  premium  of  insurance,  ad- 
vanced by  the  defendants  for  the  insurance  of  the  ship  and 
freight,  for  the  homeward  voyage.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
defendants  must  assign  over  to  die  plaintiff  the  policy  on  the 
ship  and  freight,  and  account  for  any  moneys  which  *they  have 
received  thereon,  and  they  must,  likewise,  pay  for  the  freight 
of  their  cargo  to  New-  York.  As  to  the  expenses  and  disburse- 
ments of  the  defendants,  in  fitting  out  the  ship  in  September, 
and  in  repairing  the  damages,  and  fitting  her  out  again  in  No* 
vembery  they  are  entitled  to  have  them  refunded  by  the  plain 
tiff;  and  upon  these  principles,  as  to  the  points  in  contest  be- 
tween the  parties,  the  accounts  must  be  liquidated. 

Thompson,  J.,  and  Van  Ness,  J.,  were  of  the  same  opinion. 

Judgment  accordingly,  (a) 


(a)  Though  a  fmctor  maj  pledge  nego^dN^ 
as  a  security  for  his  own 


can  charge  the  party  receiying  it 


av  pledge  neg1>tuM^  paper  be]oii|;iiig  to  his  principal, 
debt,  and  thereby  bind  nis  principal,  unless  the  latter 
iying  it  with  notice  of  the  fraud  or  want  of  title  (CU' 


IhiM  T.  AUurUnf  i  Bos.  ^  Pul,  648.  Treuttd  y.  Bwrandan^  8  Tmrnt.  100.) ;  yet  he 
cannot  pled^re  the  goods  of  his  principal,  it  being  well  settled  that  such  an  act 
is  beyond  his  power.  Martini  v.  Coles j  1  Man.  ifSdtD.  140.  Fiddine  v-  Kyrmr, 
2Brod.fyBiHgk.G39.  Bovnav.Jfapieryl  MCord^s  Rep.l.  VanAmnnge^w.  Pem^ 
kody,  1  Mass.R^.  440.  De  BouAoHt  ▼.  Ooldsmid,  5  Ves.  311.  But  a  factor, 
who  has  goods  consigned  to  him  for  sale,  may  put  them  into  the  hands  of  a 
commission  merchant  connected  with  an  auctioneer  in  business,  to  be  sold,  and 
the  auctioneer  may  safely  make  an  adyance  on  the  goods  for  purposes  conned 
ed  with  the  sale,  and  as  part  payment  in  adyance,  or  in  anticipation  of  the  sale^ 
if  such  be  the  custom  and  oroinary  usage  in  such  cases.  Lamssat  y.  Upphwott, 
6  Serg^.  fy  RawUj  386.  If  the  principal,  howeyer,  should  arm  the  factor  with 
such  tnaida  of  property  as  to  enable  him  to  deal  with  it  as  his  own,  and  thus 
mislead  others,  and  the  factor  pledge  it,  the  principal  will  be  bound.  Botfsonr. 
Coles,  6  Mau.  fy  Selw.  14.  See  Pickering  y.  Burk^  16  Etut^  43.  Sending  goods 
to  a  factor,  to  be  dealt  with  according  to  his  discretion,  and  drawing  on  mm  for 
the  amount  of  the  consignment,  will  notauthorixe  him  to  pledge  the  goods,  eyen 
to  raise  money  to  meet  3ie  bills.  GroAom  y.  2)y«ter,  2  6toFik.&p.  21.  Nor  will 
a  request  of  the  consignor,  accompanj^ing  tne  consignment,  that  the  con* 
■ignee  will  make  remittances  in  anticipation  of  sales,  giye  an  authority  to  pledge 
the  goods  toraisemoney  to  make  the  remittance.  QiMtrss  ▼.  Tnuman,  3  Bans. 
4^  Oresio.  343. 
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WiEST  against  Critsinger. 

THIS  case  arose  oa  a  certiorari^  and  was  subnutted  to  the  Where  the 
court  without  aigument.  ^^-^^cld  T 

The  rdum  of  the  justice  stated  that  Wiest^  the  defendant  appear  before 
below,  was  summoned  to  appear  before  him  at  the  house  of  J^S^^^aayTat 
Griffin  Ramam^  to  answer  to  the  plaintiff  below,  (^Critsinger.)  a  certain  jiace. 
That  on  the  day  appointed  to  appear,  the  justice  could  not  JJ^^^j^bSt 
attend^  and  sent  a  note,  bui  taithotU  signing  it,  to  the  house  the  jugUoe  did 
of  Ransamy  adjourning  the  court  to  the  7th  of  November  fol-  ^tT^tlS^ 
lowing.  On  the  day  of  the  return  of  the  summons,  the  par-  note,  adjooni- 
ties  appeared  at  Ransom's  house,  and  remained  some  time,  and  a ^ihJih^^y; 
the  justice  not  appearing,  they  went  away.  On  the  7th  of  on  which  day 
November  J  the  justice  and  Cntsinger  attended  at  Ransam'sj  Jj^  tiw*^ai^ 
bat  the  defendant  did  not  appear ;  and  the  justice  proceeded  Ufr,  and  the  de- 
to  hear  the  proof  on  the  part  of  the  plaintiff,  and  gave  judg-  ^J^^"*^  S; 

m^t  in  his  favor.  cause  was  heard 

on  the  part  of 

*Per  Curiam.  An  adjournment  made  by  the  justice,  while  [*  ^^^  ] 
absent  from  the  place  where  the  court  was  appointed  to  be  IJS^J^^J^ 
held,  and  in  the  absence  of  the  parties,  and  by  a  note  in  writ-  m  hu  favor,  it 
ing  without  his  signature,  was  clearly  not  an  adjournment  of  JJ*  ^"t^io^ 
which  the  parties  were  bound  to  take  notice.  mentwas  irree- 

The  cause  was,  consequentiy,  discontinued  and  out  of  court,  ^^danf  not 
The  subsequent  proceeding  was  null,  and  the  judgment  must  bound  to  attend 

lu.*^^*o^  r  — ©  J   -^  farther  J       and 

be  reversed.  ^  ^  ,,,b6e. 

quent  proceed- 

Judgment  reveised.  SST  "^  ^ 

andYoid* 
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Re  ID  against  Lord. 

A  deftndent  THIS  wftfl  an  actkm  of  covenant.  The  declaratioii  described 
^^Sr*b^  the  defendant  as,  "  Samuel  P.  Lord,  junior,  otherwise  called 
cttiueofano^tM  Samuel  P.  Lordj  junior,  and  Jhtiak  BarheVy^  and  stated 
to^Ws'^^^S^  that  the  defendant  executed  the  covenant  by  that  name. 
The  tnw  naine  The  defendant  pleaded  in  abatement,  and  that  the  bill  might 
B  that  wWch  Y^  quashed,  because  he  is  known  only  by  the  name  of  Samuel 
P.  Lord,  Junior,  and  never  was  called,  or  known  by  the  name 
of  Samuel  P.  Lord,jumor,  and  Jonah  Barber.  To  this  plea, 
there  was  a  general  demurrer,  and  joinder. 

Per  Curiam,  There  is  no  ground  for  this  plea  in  abate- 
ment. The  true  name  is  that  which  precedes  an  alias  dictus ; 
{Sayer,  279.)  and  the  one  which  precedes  here  is  precisely 
the  same  name  which  the  defendant  gives  to  himself  in  the 
plea.  The  alias  dictus  is  taken  from  the  description  which  the 
defendant  gave  of  himself  in  the  covenant,  and  we  must  take 
it,  that  the  description  is,  as  it  ought  to  have  been,  literally 
[  *  1 19]  copied.  An  alias  dictus,  as  ^one  of  the  old  cases  says,  (Jenk. 
Cent.  119.)  is  only  reputation,  and  is  not  the  truth ;  and  though 
it  might  as  well  have  been  omitted  altogether,  yet  if  it  be 
supported  by  the  covenant,  the  defendant  cannot  take  an 
exception.    There  must  be  judgment  ofre^ondeas  ouster. 

Judgment  of  respondeas  ouster 
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Hendricks  against  Frai^klin. 

THIS  was  an  action  brought  i^ainst  the  defendant,  as  The  holder  of 
drawer  of  a  bill  of  exchange  in  favor  of  Franklin,  Robinson  *|,^  ^^n^ 
If  Co.  on  Rathbonty  Hughes  fy  Dtmcany  merchants  in  Liver'  in  New-York om 
pooZ,  endorsed,  by  the  payees,  to  one  Toumsend^  and  by  him  tp  ^J^^^^lf 
the  plaintiff.  pan  ofkurope. 

The  bill  was  protested  for  non-acceptance  and  non-payment  ^tegJa^*'^ 
In  assessing  the  damages  to  be  recovered  by  the  plaintiff,  2  per  aon-paymem, 
cent  was  added,  over  and  above  the  twenty  per  cent,  damages  ^re'^^^the 
and  interest,  for  the  difference  of  exchange,  it  being  two  per  conienu  of  the 
cent  above  pair,  when  the  defendant  received  notice  of  the  ^t.*danSij^ 

non-payment.  ^th  interesi,  or 

The  only  question  was,  whether  the  plaintiff  was  entitled  to  ^cbuigeT'  He 
recover  the  2  per  cent,  or  the  rate  of  exchanire.  can      recover 

-^  ^  nothing  for  the 

diflerence     be 

Coldeny  for  the  defendant.    The  only  question  is,  whether  ^^a«n  ^  P"^ 
OB  a  bill  drawn  in  sterling  money,  on  Enghmd,  and  returned  Smetbe  Jutv^ 
fornon-pajrment,  the  holder  is  entitled  to  recover  at  the  rate  returned,    ana 
of  exchange,  or  at  par  only.    There  is  no  established  rule  or  ^^vv^Tfa)  ^^ 
custom  here  that  can  govern  in  this  case.     (2  Johns.  Rep. 
335.)  {b)    The  bill  being  payable  in  sterling,  which  is  an  ima-  j^^  n^jSkJl 
ginary  currency,  the  question  is.  By  what  standard  is  a  pound  £yv.Ti«F£Sl 
tterUng  to  be  measured  ?    The  act  of  Congress,  relative  to  the  iMgu^  mu  wtr. 
collection  of  duties,  establishes  the  value  of  a  pound  sterling  Tlffm^^^^^ 
*tt  4  dollars  and  44  cents.     {Laws  of  U.  S.  vol.  4.  p.  279.  s.      [  •  120  ] 
61.)    Though  contained  in  the  act  for  the  collection  of  duties, 
the  regulation  is  general.     Again,  in  the  act  relating  to  the  minty 
(fol.  11.  p.  37.  Laws  U.  S.  s.  11.^  the  proportional  value  of 
gold  and  nlver,  in  all  coins  current  m  the  UhUed  States,  is  fixed 
at  15  to  1  ;  or  15  pounds  of  pure  silver  is  made  equal,  in  all 
payments,  to  one  pound  of  pure  gold.     The  pound  sterUng 
being  20-21  parts  of  the  English  guinea,  whose  value,  by  the 
kw  of  the  United  States,  is  fixed  at  100  cents  for  every  27  grains, 
the  exact  i^ue  of  the  pound  sterling  can  be  ascertained  by  an 
inTariable  standard.     This  mode  appears  to  have  been  adopted 
by  Judge  Patterson.     (3  Dallas,  349.  in  note.) 

The  damages  to  be  recovered  on  a  protested  bill  of  ex- 
change are  fixed  at  20  per  cent  They  do  not  depend  on  the 
rate  ^exchange ;  but  the  party  is  bound  to  pay  in  specie,  or 
in  the  same  money  he  received.  This  rule  of  damages  appears 
to  have  originated  in  Pennsylvania.  By  an  act  of  the  assem- 
bly of  that  colony,  passed  m  1700,  it  was  enacted,  **  that»if  any 

(h)  1  Rev.  8UU.  770, 771. 
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in  Englaiid^  or  other  parts  of  Europe^  and  the  same  be  re- 
turned unpaid,  with  a  lecal  protest,  the  drawer  thereof,  and 
all  others  concerned,  shall  pay  or  discharge  the  contents  of 
such  bill  or  bills,  with  20  per  cent  damages  thereof,  and  so 
proportionably  for  greater  or  lesser  sums,  in  the  same  specie 
as  such  bill  or  bills  were  drawn,  or  current  money  of  the  prov- 
ince, equivalent  to  that  which  was  first  paid  to  the  drawer 
or  endorser."  {Francis  v.  Rttcker  and  others^  Ambler ^  672.) 

A  similar  law  existed  in  Rhode-Llandyja)  which  fixed  the 

damages  on  protested  bills  at  10  per  cent.  The  rule  established 

[  ♦  121  ]  by  the  law  of  Pennsylvania^  was  early  adopted,in  *the  state 

of  New-Yorkf  where  it  has  been  the  invariable  practice  ever 

since. 

A  similar  usage  prevails  in  England/mtegeLxd  )o  bills  drawn 
on  India.  Where  a  bill  is  returned  protested  from  India,  it  i^ 
the  constant  practice  to  allow  ten  shillings  per  pagod-a,  which 
includes  interest,  re-exchange,  and  all  other  charges.  (Auriol 
V.  Thomas,  2  Term  Rep.  52.)  No  question  is  made  about  the 
rate  of  exchange.  The  rule  here,  fixing  the  damages  at  20 
per  cent,  was  adopted,  instead  of  any  demand  for  re-exchange, 
which  it  would  have  been  difiicult,  if  not  impossible,  to  ascer- 
tain ;  for  such  is  the  course  of  trade  between  Great  Britain 
and  the  United  States,  and  between  Great  Britain  and  hidia^ 
that  merchants  in  Great  Britain  can  very  rarely  have  occasion 
to  draw  bills  on  this  country,  or  on  India. 

It  may  be  said,  that  the  money  is  to  be  remitted  to  England, 
and  that,  therefore,  the  holder  has  a  right  to  purchase  another 
bill  here ;  but  that  is  not  the  case.  When  a  bill  is  dishonored 
in  England,  the  holder  has  a  right  to  redraw  on  the  person 
who  remitted  the  bill,  or  to  purchase  a  bill  there,  and  the  dif- 
ference or  premium  he  would  have  to  pay,  would  be  the  rc- 
exchange ;  and  it  is  to  avoid  all  questions  about  this  re-exchange, 
that  the  20  per  cent,  damages  are  allowed  here.  The  drawer 
of  a  protested  bill  is  to  pay  the  contents  of  the  bill,  and  the  20 
per  cent,  with  interest,  in  the  current  money  of  the  United 
States.  He  has  no  concern  with  any  rate  or  exchange.  To 
show  how  unreasonable  and  inconvenient  the  present  demand 

(a)  Bj  an  act  of  the  colony  of  Ekade^Idand,  pasted  in  1743,  and  indaded  in 
the  revised  laws  of  the  state,  in  1776,  it  is  enacted  "  that  when  any  bill  or  bills 
of  exchange  shall  be  returned  from  any  parts  beyond  sea,  duly  protested  for 
non-acceptance  or  non-paynient|  the  person  or  persons  to  whom  the  same 
was  or  were  payable,  shaU  be  entitled  to  have  and  recoyer  of  the  drawer  or 
drawers,  endorser  or  endorsers,  of  such  bill  or  bills,  ten  per  cent,  damages,  over 
and  above  the  principal  sum  for  which  such  protested  bill  or  bills  was  or  were 
drawn,  and  also  lawnil  interest  fit>m  the  time  such  bill  or  bills  of  ezchanfe  m 
protest^  were  purchased,  until  final  judgment  for  the  same  be  obtained,  and 
also  the  legal  charges  of  protesting  said  bul  or  bills,  with  costs  of  suit"  Brown 
T.  Van  Braam,  3  DaUas,  344,  346. 
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is,  suppose  a  person  purchases  a  bill  for  lOOZ.  sterling  on  Lon- 
don^ at  50  per  cent  above  par,  for  which  he  pays  666  dollars 
and  66  cents,  and  when  the  bill  is  returned,  the  rate  of  ex- 
change should  continue  the  same,  the  drawer  would  be  obliged 
to  pay  888  ddhurs  and  88  cents ;  but  if  the  exchange  should 
ha{^n  to  be  50  per  cent,  below  par,  when  the  bill  is  returned^ 
he  would  haye  to  pay  only  270  dollars  and  20  cents. 

*Br%nkerhoffy  contra.  The  plaintiff  claims  the  2  per  cent 
iH*  the  rate  of  exchange,  on  the  authority  of  a  long  established 
and  invariable  usage  among  merchants.  By  the  regulations  of 
the  chamber  of  commerce  in  this  city,  published  many  years 
ago,  when  a  bill  is  returned  protested  from  Europe^  the  drawer 
is  to  pay,  not  only  the  20  per  cent,  damages  but  the  rate  of 
exchange.  The  money  is  to  be  paid  in  sterlings  and  the  value 
<rf*tbat  sterling  is  the  price  which  a  bill  costs  at  the  time  when 
the  bill  is  returned. 

CoJden^  in  reply.  The  regulations  of  the  chamber  of  com- 
merce are  of  no  legal  authority.  They  do  not  estabUsh  any 
Gostom  or  usage  which  can  have  the  force  of  law.  Thai  insti- 
tation  has  no  binding  authority,  nor  are  its  regulations  to  be 
regarded  in  a  court  of  law. 

It  is  not  to  be  presumed,  that  another  bill  is  always  to  be 
pvrohased  and  remitted  in  the  place  of  the  one  returned.  The 
presumption  should  be,  that  the  holder  in  Europe  redraws  on 
this  country  for  the  amount.  It  is  {n^obable,  mien,  that  the 
creditor  is  here,  and  means,  to  stay  here ;  there  would  be  no 
justice,  then,  in  paying  him  the  20  per  cent,  damages,  and  8 
per  cent,  more  for  the  price  of  bills  above  par. 

Sfenckr,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court.  In  this  case, 
the  question  is,  what  damages  the  plaintiff,  who  is  the  endorsee 
of  a  foreign  bill  of  exchange,  of  which  the  defendant  is  the 
drmwer,  and  which  was  returned  protested  for  non-acceptance 
•ad  non-payment,  is  entitled  to  recover;  the  plaintiff  contend- 
ing, that  he  has  a  right  to  recover,  as  well  the  principal  and 
interest,  as  also  20  per  cent,  damages,  and  an  additional  2  per 
cent,  as  the  difference  of  exchange,  between  the  time  of  nego- 
tiating the  bill,  and  notice  of  the-non-payment  to  the  defendant, 
by  way  of  re^xchange.  The  payment  of  this  2  per  cent,  the 
defendant  resists. 

The  right  to  recover  20  per  cent,  damages  on  the  protest  of 
a  foreign  bill  of  exchange,  rests  with  us  on  immemorial  *com- 
mercid  usage,  sanctioned  by  a  long^  course  of  judicial  de- 
dsions.  In  Oreat  Britain  (2  H.  nl.  878.)  there  is  no  such 
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usage,  and  hence,  there  the  diffin'eiice  of  exobange  is  alwajFV 
taken  into  consideration,  and  their  courts  of  justice  allow  for 
the  usual  rate  of  reexchange  upon  the  protest  of  a  foreign  bilL 
In  Perinsyhania,  as  early  as  the  year  1700,  the  legishiture 
enacted,  Uiat  if  any  person  within  that  province  should  draw 
or  endorse  any  bill  of  exchange  upon  ;any  person  in  Engiandy 
or  other  parts  of  Iharope^  and  the  same  be  returned  back  un- 
paid, with  a  legal  protest,  the  drawer  and  all  concerned  should 
pay  the  contents  of  the  bill,  together  with  20  per  cent  ad- 
vance for  the  damage  thereof,  in  the  same  specie  as  the  bill 
was  drawn,  or  current  money  of  that  province,  equivalent  to 
that  which  was  f^^t  paid  to  the  drawer  or  endoreer.  It  is  pre- 
sumed, that  our  rule  to  allow  20  per  cent,  on  the  protest  of  a 
foreign  bill,  was  originally  coextensive  with  the  rule  thus 
established  in  Pennsylvania^  and  that  the  same  reasons  induced 
both  rules.  {a\  The  20  per  cent,  was  in  lieu  o[  damages,  in 
case  of  reexchange,  and  because  there  was  no  course  of  ex- 
change from  London  to  New-York^  and  to  avoid  the  constant 
uncertainty  and  fluctuation  of  exchange.  If  these  were  not 
the  inducements  to  the  allowance  of  such  very  heavy  dam- 
ages as  20  per  cent.,  I  confess  myself  unable  to  discover 
them.  It  certainly  could  not  be  intended  merely  as  a  mulct, 
nor  with  any  other  view  than  to  remunerate  the  party  for  all 
bis  damages  in  being  disappointed  in  the  honoring  of  his  bill. 
It  is  not  pretended,  that  this  claim  for  a  reexchange,  or  more 
properly  for  the  difference  in  the  price  oS  bills  at  one  time  and 
another,  has  ever  been  recognized  in  this  state,  by  any  judicial 
decision.  The  chamber  of  commerce,  it  seems,  provide,  in 
their  regulations,  for  this  difference  in  the  price  of  bills,  be- 
tween the  time  a  bill  has  been  purchased,  and  notice  of  its 
dishonor;  and  I  understand  that  merchants  regulate  them- 
selves by  the  rules  of  the  chamber  of  commerce.  This,  how- 
ever, cannot  make  the  law ;  the  usage  is  too  recent,  and  too 
unsupported  by  judicial  countenance,  to  produce  the  conse- 
quences contended  for.  I  understand  that  it  has  invariably 
*been  the  practice  of  the  clerk  of  this  court,  in  assessing  dam- 

(a)  The  rate  of  damages  to  be  allowed  and  paid  i^n  the  naiial  pretest  for 
non-payment  of  bills  of  exchange  drawn  or  negotiated  within  the  state  of 
Kew'York  is  as  follows  : — 1.  If  such  bill  shall  have  been  drawn  on  anj  person 
or  persons  at  any  place  in  either  of  the  states  of  JM«tns,  JVew  Hmmpakirty  Ver* 
morUf  Massachusetts y  Rhode-Island^  Canneeticutj  J^ew  Jersey,  Pennsylvamiaj  Ohw^ 
Delauoarey  Maryland,  or  Virginia,  or  in  the  District  cf  Columbia,  three  dollars 
upon  the  hundred,  upon  the  principal  sum  specified  in  such  bill.  2.  If  such 
bill  shall  haye  been  orawn  upon  anj  person  or  persons  at  any  pboe  in  either 
of  the  states  of  North  Carolma,  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  Kentucky,  or  Temnes- 
see,  fiye  dollars  upon  the  hundred  i;pon  the.  principal  sum  specified  in  such  bill. 
3.  If  such  bill  be  drawn  upon  anj  person  or  persons  at  any  i^aoe,  or  in  any 
other  state  or  territory  of  the  United  States,  or  at  any  other  place  on,  or  adfa- 
cent  to,  this  continent,  and  north  of  the  equator,  or  in  any  British  or  other  foreign 
possessions  in  the  West  Indies,  or  elsewhere  in  the  IVestem  Ocean,  ten  dollars 
upon  the  hundred,  and  upon  the  principal  sum  specified  in  such  bill.  4.  If 
such  bill  shall  haye  been  drawn  upon  any  person  or  persons  at  any  port  or 
place  in  Europe^  ten  dollars  upon  the  hundreu,  upon  the  principal  sum  specified 
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ages  on  protested  bills,  to  give  the  principal,  interest;  and  20 
per  cent,  damages,  and  no  more.  In  my  opinion,  the  20  per 
cent,  is  in  lieu  of  all  claim  for  damages  in  such  cases,  and  the 
claim  for  the  difference  in  the  price  of  the  bills  cannot  be 
supported,  and,  therefore,  it  must  be  deducted  in  this  case. 
(an.  300.    2  B.  Bl  378.     Amb.  674.     2  Term  Rep.  52.) 

Judgment  accordingly. 

in  fuch  bill.  Such  damages  shall  be  in  lieu  of  interest,  charges  of  protest,  and 
in  other  charges  incurred  previous  to  and  at  the  time  of  giving  notice  of  non-pay- 
ment; but  the  holder  of  such  bill  shall  be  entitled  to  demand  and  recover  law- 
fiil  interest  upon  the  aggregate  amount  of  the  principal  sum  specified  in  such 
bill,  and  of  the  damages  thereon^  at  the  time  at  which  notice  for  non-payment 
■hall  have  been  given,  and  payment  of  such  principal  sum  shall  have  been 
demanded.    1  Rev,  LatM,  770,  771. 


AI^BANY, 

Feb.  1809. 


Martin  and  others  against  Franklin  and  others. 

THIS  was  an  action  of  assumpsitjjbr goods  sold  and  delivered, 
and  on  an  insimid  computassent.  The  pislintiffs  are  merchants 
in  Liverpool,  and  it  was  admitted  that  the  debt  was  contracted 
in  Cheat  Britain,  that  the  accounts  between  the  parties  is  in 
sterling,  and  that  the  interest  is  calculated  at  5  per  cent,  the 
legal  interest  in  Great  Britain,  In  the  declaration,  all  the 
counts,  except  the  last,  state  the  defendants  as  being  indebted 
to  the  plaintiffs  in  the  city  of  New-  York,  and  the  last  count 
lays  the  venue  in  New  York,  but  does  not  mention  any  partic- 
ular place  at  which  the  defendants  were  indebted. 

It  was  admitted  to  be  a  general  practice  among  merchants, 
that  when  debts  contracted  and  due  in  Great  Britain  are  paid 
in  New-  York,  to  pay  according  to  the  current  rate  of  exchange, 
whether  it  be  above  or  below  par,  though  there  seemed  to  be 
some  diversity  of  opinion  and  practice  on  the  subject. 

In  calculating  the  damages  in  this  case,  six  per  cent,  was 
included,  besides  the  interest,  being  the  rate  of  exchange 
above  par,  at  the  time  the  suit  was  brought.  The  only  ques- 
tion was,  whether  the  plaintiffs  were  entitled  to  recover  the 
six  per  cent,  or  whether  the  debt  was  to  be  *paid  at  the  par 
of  exchange.  The  case  was  argued  by  Bririkerhoff,  for  the 
plaintiffs,  and  Colden,  for  the  defendants;  and  the  same 
course  of  reasoning  was  pursued,  as  in  the  last  case  of  Hen- 
dricks V.  Franklin. 


When  a  per- 
son in  New' 
York  purchases 
s;oods  in  Eng' 
mim/,  and  is  sued 
here,  the  cred- 
itor can  recover 
the  amount,  at 
the  par  of  ex- 
ehan^e  only, 
and  18  not  en- 
titled to  any  al- 
lowance for 
the  rate  of  ex- 
change, or  for 
the  price  of  billa 
on  England. 


[•125] 


Brinkerhoff  observed,  that  in  this  case  it  was  a  debt  con- 
tnicted  in  England,  and  that,  therefore,  the  plaintiff,  being 
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entitled  to  his  money  there,  ought  to  be  allowed  the  price  of 
bills,  or  rate  of  exdiange  it  would  cost  to  remit  the  money  to 
that  country. 

Colden  said,  in  reply,  that  its  being  a  contract  for  the  pur^ 
chase  of  goods  in  England^  could  not  vary  the  rule.  It  is  the 
same  case,  as  that  of  every  other  debt  contracted  in  a  foreign 
country,  and  sued  for  here,  where  the  creditor  must  receive 
payment  in  the  current  money  of  the  country.  The  debtor 
has  nothing  to  do  with  the  rate  of  exchange. 

Per  Curiam.  The  debt  is  to  be  paid  according  to  the  par, 
and  not  the  rate  of  exchange.  It  is  recoverable  and  payable 
here  to  the  plaintiffs  or  their  agent ;  and  the  courts  are  not  to 
inquire  into  the  disposition  of  the  debt,  after  it  reaches  the 
hands  of  the  agent.  He  may  remit  the  debt  to  his  principal 
abroad,  in  bills  of  exchange,  or  he  may  invest  it  here  on  his 
behalf,  or  transmit  it  to  some  other  part  of  the  United  Sitxtes, 
or  to  other  countries,  on  the  same  account.  We  cannot  trace 
the  disposition  which  is  to  take  place,  subsequent  to  the 
recovery,  nor  award  special  damages  upon  such  uncertain 
calculations.  All  that  the  plaintiffs  can  ask,  is  their  debt, 
justly  liquidated  and  paid,  in  the  lawful  currency  of  the  United 
States. 

Judgment  accordingly 
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^M'Leod  against  Johnston. 


THIS  was  an  action  of  assumpsit.    The  cause  was  tried     d.  and  m.. 
before  Mr.  Justice  Van  Ness,  at  Uie  sittings  in  New-York,  on  ^.^""i***^ 

the  10th  June^  1808.  tacbed    money 

At  the  trial,  William  Donaldson  and  James  Main  were  pro-  b.^5^^ 
duced  as  witnesses  on  the  part  of  the  plaintiff,  and  were  ob-  /em.  belonging 
jected  to  by  the  defendant  as  interested,  but  were  admitted  ^J^  hiooAt 
by  the  judge.     From  their  testimony  the  following  facts  ap-  byC.ae^BinstB. 
peared.     Donaldson  and  Main  were  indebted,  as  joint  endors-  S|i^**^J^ 
ers  of  a  bill  of  exchange  on  Glasgow,  to  the  plaintiff,  which  held  by  him  to 
bill  had  been  protested,  and  amounted,  with  the  damages,  to  JJ^^^iJ  ^iBat 
2,789  dollars  and  83  cents.     Part  of  the  amount  was  paid,  and  D.  was  a'com- 
to  secure  the  residue,  the  plaintiff  gave  a  power  of  attorney  ^?®°t{^  ^Mn^ 
to  the  defendant,  to  attach  certain  moneys  in  the  hands  of  the  tiff-,  for  t£>ugh 
defendant  and  one  Burk,  who  resided  at  New- Orleans,  and  {J^'^itStlft 
were  partners,  under  the  firm  of  Johnston  and  Burk,  belonging  woaid  bo  far  go 
to  Main,  and  which  had  been  recovered  by  them  on  an  attac)^  tts*debt*^  by 
ment,  issued  in  1805,  in  favor  of  Main  against  one  ilTOu/ZocAr.  the  witness,  yet 
In  January,  1806,  Johnston  was  at  New-York,  and  told  Main  ^irove^^'for 
that  he  had  not  yet  collected  all  the  money  on  the  attachment  the    same    a- 
against  MCuUock,  but  that  he  would  have  the  whole  soon,  SKis^in^;^t 
and  that  Main  might  draw  on  him  for  the  amount  at  Neto-Or-  was    balanced 
leans ;  and  suggested  that  the  plaintiff  might  attach  it  in  his  ^StieTwheah 
hands,  for  the  balance  due  to  him  from  Donaldson  and  Main,  erM.  isacom- 
on  the  bill  of  exchange ;  to  which  Main  replied,  that  the  debt  ^r'SepUiiSS 
was  justly  due  to  the  plaintiff,  and  if  he  attached  the  money  Quere. 
in  the  hands  of  the  defendant  and  Burk,  he  would  not  inter- 
fere, and  had  no  objection  to  it.     The  defendant  went  to  Nevh- 
Orleans,  and  returned  again  to  New-York  in  November,  1806, 
where  he  delivered  to  main  an  account,  dated  the  7th  Octo- 
ber, 1806,  and  signed  for  himself  and  Burk,  in  which  Main 
was  credited  the  sum  of  989  dollars  and  50  cents,  and  afler 
deducting  charges  for  advice,  postage  and  commissions,  they 
admitted  a  balance  in  their  hands  of  877  dollars  and  36  cents, 
to  answer  *the  attachment  laid  by  the  plaintiff  against  Main.      [*  127] 
He,  at  the  same  time,  told  Main  that  he  had  the  money  or 
property,  but  which  the  witness  did  not  recollect ;  but  when 
he  was  in  New- York  before,  he  said  that  a  part  of  the  proper- 
ty of  MCuUock,  which  had  been  attached,  was  sold  on  a 
credit.     The  present  suit,  which  was  commenced  in  December, 
1806,  was  brought  to  recover  the  balance  stated  in  the  account 
as  due  to  Main  from  the  defendant,  and  held  by  him  to  the 
use  of  the  plaintiff.     Donaldson  and  Main  both  declared  thSit 
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they  had  qo  claim  on  the  money  in  the  hands  of  the  defend 
ant ;  that  it  belonged  exclusively  to  the  plaintiff,  and  that  they 
had  no  concern  in  the  attachment  issued  by  him,  which  was 
prosecuted  solely  for  his  benefit. 

The  account  above-mentioned  was  also  proved,  and  read  in 
evidence  to  the  jury.  No  witnesses  were  produced  by  the 
defendant. 

The  judge  charged  the  jury,  that  the  plaintiff  was  entitled 
to  recover  the  balance  stated  in  the  account. with  interest 
The  defendant's  counsel  insisted,  that  the  defendant  was  enti- 
tled to  a  deduction  of  a  commission  on  the  amount ;  and  the 
judge  told  the  jury  that  the  defendant  ought  to  have  produced 
some  proof  as  to  the  commissions,  and  not  leave  it  to  conjec- 
ture ;  but  if  they  thought  him  entitled  to  a  commission,  and 
could  take  upon  themselves  to  ascertain  the  amount,  they 
might  allow  what  they  thought  proper.  The  jury  found  a 
verdict  for  the  plaintiff  for  the  balance,  as  stated  in  the  account 
between  the  defendant  and  Main^  with  interest. 

The  defendant  moved  to  set  aside  the  verdict. 


J.  Radcliffy  for  the  defendant.  1.  Donaldson  and  Main 
were  incompetent  witnesses.  Both  were  interested,  as  the 
effect  of  the  recovery  in  this  case  is  to  discharge  their  respon- 
sibility to  the  plaintiff,  to  the  amount  recovered.  Main  was 
particularly  interested  to  establish  this  fund,  in  the  hands  of 
the  defendant,  arising  from  the  attachment  against  MCuUock, 
This  is  not  the  case  of  an  agent  or  factor,  who  may  be  a  wit- 
ness from  necessity,  or  because  his  interest  is  balanced  be- 
f  ♦  128]  tween  the  parties.  Here  the  principal  himself  is  *produced 
to  fix  the  responsibility  of  his  agent,  and  charge  him  with  a 
certain  amount. 

2.  The  rights  of  the  parties  must  be  taken  as  they  stood  at 
the  time  the  suit  was  commenced.  It  does  not  appear  that,  in 
December,  1806,  the  money  under  the  attachment  was  actually 
received  by  the  defendant.  Some  of  the  property  attached 
was  not  sold,  and  the  residue  had  been  sold  on  a  credit ;  but 
whether  the  money  was  in  the  hands  of  the  defendant,  was  not 
proved. 

3.  But  admitting  that  the  defendant  had  received  the  money, 
the  plaintiff  has  not  established  his  right  to  it,  for  he  has  not 
shown  that  there  has  been  any  decision  on  the  attachment 
issued  by  him ;  and  until  that  is  done,  he  cannot  have  a  right 
to  the  property  attached,  or  its  proceeds. 

4.  As  agents  or  factors,  the  defendant  was  entitled  to  a 
commission  or  compensation  for  his  services,, which  ought  to 
have  been  allowed  by  the  jury. 


Slosson  and  Johnson^  contra. 
112 
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one  or  other  of  the  parties,  which  ever  way  the  cause  is  decid- 
ed, is  a  competent  witness ;  for  his  interest  being  exactly  bal 
anced,  he  stands  indifferent.  The  interest  which  renders  a 
witness  incompetent  must  be  a  direct,  certain,  and  preponder- 
ating interest.  (Ilderton  v.  Atkinson^  7  Term  Rep.  480.  Evans 
?.  WUliavM^  ibid,  in  notes,  481.  Birtv.  Kershaw,  2  East,  458. 
Milwafd  V.  Hallettj  2  Caines,  77.  2  Johns.  Rep.  394.)  For 
whatever  money  is  taken  by  this  action,  from  the  fund  oi  Main, 
in  the  hands  of  the  defendant,  Donaldson  would  be  liable  for. 
Main  would  have  a  legal  claim,  pro  tanto,  against  him.  His 
interest,  therefore,  was  balanced ;  what  he  might  gain  on  one 
side,  he  would  lose  on  the  other.  Main  stands  equdly  indiffer- 
ent. If  the  plaintitf  should  recover,  it  is  true,  he  would  be 
credited  to  the  extent  by  Donaldson  ^  Co.  on  account  of  the 
bill,  but  he  would  be  a  loser  of  the  same  sum,  it  being  his 
money  in  the  hands  of  the  defendant  as  his  agent. 

2.  The  account  exhibited  by  the  defendant  before  the  suit 
was  commen€f)ed,  is  an  express  admission  that  he  has  the 
money  in  his  hands;  and  it  is  proved,  that  in  January^  1806, 
be  authorized  Main  to  draw  on  him  for  the  amount,  though  he 
had  not  received  the  whole. 

•3.  The  account  delivered  by  the  defendant  in  JVbvemJcr, 
1806,  substantially  admits  the  fact,  that  the  attachment  in 
New-Orleansj  by  the  plaintiff,  had  been  decided  in  his  favor. 
Besides,  Main  expressly  relinquished  all  claim  to  the  money, 
and  admitted  the  debt  due  to  the  plaintiff,  for  which  the 
attachment  was  brought. 

If  the  testimony  of  Donaldson  and  Main  should  be  rejected, 
yet  the  account  exhibited  by  the  defendant  is  sufficient  to 
charge  him  with  so  much  money  received  to  the  use  of  the 
plaintiff. 

4.  The  defendant  ought  to  have  proved  that  he  was  entitled 
to  a  compensation ;  as  he  produced  no  evidence,  the  jury  were 
not  bound  to  allow  commissions.  They  were,  however,  direct- 
ed to  allow  conunissions,  if  they  thought  proper,  and  it  was  a 
fact  for  the  jury  to  decide. 

Yates,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court.  It  is  a  gene- 
ral rule,  that  the  testimony  of  a  witness  who  might  be  a  gain- 
er or  loser  by  the  event  of  a  cause,  must  be  rejected.  This 
interest,  however,  to  jM^oduce  a  disqualification,  (Peake*s  Evp- 
dence,  171.  and  1  Term  Rep.  163.)  must  be  vested,  or  certain, 
and  not  remote,  possible,  or  contingent,  (a)    I  thmk  Donalds 

(•)  Te  render  a  peraon  inoompetent  to  give  eridenoe,  on  the  ^nnd  of  mter» 
oL,  there  mvst  be  a  Hreet  interest;  that  is,  be  rnns^  be  tmmediatelv  benefited 
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sonU  evidence  is  of  the  latter  description,  His  interest  is 
completely  neutralized.  Whatever  amount  is  recovered  in 
this  suit,  and  credited  to  his  account  by  the  present  plaintiff, 
he  is  liable  for  to  Main^  to  whom  the  money  received  on  the 
attachment  belongs,  and  who,  of  course,  is  liable  for  his  pro- 
portion of  the  debt  only,  so  that  no  bias  can  be  presumed  to 
exist  on  the  mind  of  this  witness,  thus  standing  perfectly 
indifferent  between  the  parties,  (a) 


or  injured  by  the  event  of  the  suit ;  or  the  rerdict  to  be  obtained  bj  his  evidence, 
or  ffiven  against  it,  must  be  evidence  for  or  against  him  in  another  action,  in 
which  he  may  be  afterwards  a  party.  Hayes  v.  Grier,  4  Binn.  9^.  BUss  v. 
Thompson,  4  Mass.  Ren.  488.  Page  v.  }Veeks,  13  Mass.  Rep.  199.  Owens  r. 
^cedy  5  Wheat.  420.  Therefore,  if  the  wiCness  be  interested  m  the  questioKj  but 
not  in  the  verdict,  it  goes  to  his  credit,  and  not  to  his  competency.  Wakdy  v. 
Hart  J  6  Binn.  319.  Comog  v.  Abraham,  1  YeaZes,  84.  Henarie  v.  MaxwtU,  5 
HaUt.  Rep.  297.  Evans  v.  Evans,  7  WhtaL  Rep.  356.  And  the  interest  in  the 
verdict  must  be  a  direct  and  certain,  not  a  remote,  contingent  or  consequential  in- 
terest. Ely  V.  Fonpard,  7  Mass.  25.  Phillips  v.  Bridge,  11  Mass.  Rep.  Bean  t. 
Bean,  12  Mass.  Asp.  20.  Femsler  v.  Carlin,  3  Serg.  ^  RawU,  132.  Lewis  v.  Man- 
ly, 2  Yeates,  200.  But  the  amount  of  it  is  immaterial.  ScoU  v.  JIT  Cldlan,  2  GreenL 
Rep.  199.  Therefore  an  attorney  or  counsel,  who  is  concerned  in  a  cause,  may 
be  a  witness,  though  his  judgment  fee  depends  on  his  success,  (J^fewman  v. 
Bradley,  1  Doll.  240.)  or  he  expects  to  receive  a  larger  fee  from  his  client  in  case 
the  tatter  succeeds.  MUes  v.  0*Hara,  1  Serg.  ^  Rawle,  32.  A  person  who  tkudts 
himself  interested,  though  in  (act  he  is  not  so,  is  a  competent  witness.  Long  r. 
Baillie,  4  Serg.  v.  Rawle,  226.  Femsler  v.  Carlin.  And  an  honorary  engage- 
ment,  which  cannot  be  enforced  at  law,  will  not  render  a  witness  incompetent. 
Long  V.  Baillie.  Where  a  person  renders  himself  interested  by  a  voluntary 
act,  for  the  purpose  of  depriving  a  party  of  the  benefit  of  his  testimony,  be 
mav  be  compelled  to  be  a  witness.  Long  v.  Baillie.  Simons  v.  Payne,  2  Root, 
406.  An  inhabitant  of  a  state,  where  that  state  is  a  party,  is  a  competent  wit- 
ness for  the  state  on  the  trial  of  the  action,  notwithstanding  any  mterest  he 
may  have  as  such  inhabitant  in  the  result  of  the  cause.  Connecticut  v.  Bradish, 
14  Mass.  Rep.  296.  So  a  taxable  inhabitant,  not  actually  assessed,  is  a  competent 
witness  for  the  commonwealth  on  an  indictment  for  selling  liquor.  Comtn.  v. 
Baxrd,  4  Serg.  ^  Rawle,  141.  Canning  v.  PinkJiam,  1  jfew  Hamps.  Ra>.  353 
And  liability  to  an  action  is  no  disqualification  of  a  witness.  State  v.  Sflkm 
aU,  1  Coxe,  332. 

(a)  Where  a  witness  is  in  every  event  liable,  and  his  testimony  is  to  detec 
mine  to  which  of  the  parties  he  is  liable,  he  u  a  competent  witness  for  either 
of  them.  Emerson  v.  the  Prov,  Hat  Manirf.  Company,  12  Mass.  Rep.  237.  Stttmp 
V.  Roberts,  1  Cooke* s  Ren.  140.  Harwoody.  Murphy,  4  Hoist.  Rep.  215.  And  a 
witness  who  is  equally  liable  to  an  action  by  both  parties  is  a  competent  witness 
for  either.  Jfessfey  v.  Swearingen,  Addis.  Rep.  144.  So  a  witness  is  competent 
in  a  patent  cause,  though  he  is  sued,  in  anotner  action,  for  an  infnngement  of 
;the  same  patent  Evans  v.  Hettieh,  7  Wheat.  453.  But  the  defendant  cannot 
call  a  person  as  a  witness,  when  the  plaintiff  has  contracted  that  a  debt  due  by 
the  person  proposed  to  be  called,  shall  be  reduced  if  the  defendant  recovers  a 
verdict.  Robinson  y-  Eldridge,  10  Serg.  ^  Rawle,  140.  If  a  witness  be  inter- 
ested against  the  party  producing  him,  he  will  be  competent  to  testify;  for  he 
may,  if  he  consent,  testify  against  his  own  interest ;  and  after  he  is  sworn  in 
chief,  the  other  party  may  cross-examine  him  as  to  all  matters  pertinent  to  the 
issue  then  on  trial,  although  the  witness,  as  to  these  matters,  be  interested  to  tes- 
tify in  his  f^vor.  Webster  v.  Lee,  5  Mass.  Ren.  334.  Barker  r, Prentiss,  6  Mass, 
Rep.  430  But  a  person  cannot  be  compeltea  to  testify  against  a  party  in  an  ac- 
tion, in  whose  favor  he  is  interested.  Webster  y.  Lee.  Appleton  v.  Boyd,  7  Meus. 
Rep.  131.  And  a  witness  cannot  excuse  himself  from  giving  testimony,  on  the 
ground  that  be  is  called  to  swear  against  his  own  interest.  Stoddart^s  Lessee  r 
Manning,  2  Har.  ^  GiU,  147.  Baird  v.  Coekrans,  4  Serg,  ^>  RawU,  397.  JVWsT 
Van  Swearingen,  7  Serg,  ^  RawU,  193. 
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I  must  confess  that  I  have  doubts  as  to  the  competency  of 
Main.  It  is  true,  as  was  contended,  if  the  plaintiff  recovers, 
he  must  be  credited  to  that  amount  by  the  company ;  and  if  he 
foils,  the  defendant  still  continues  responsible  to  him.  In  this 
respect  his  interest  may  be  balanced ;  but  his  testimony  went 
also  towards  a  liquidation  of  his  own  demand  as  to  the  amount 
recovered  on  the  attachment  ^against  ilf  CuUock,  by  Johnston 
and  Burk^  and  to  create  a  fund  in  the  hands  of  the  defendant. 
On  this  ground  his  competency,  I  think,  may  be  questioned. 
The  amount,  however,  recovered  on  this  attachment  is  suffi- 
ciently ascertained  by  the  account  admitted  to  have  been 
delivered  by  the  defendant  to  Main,  before  the  conunence- 
ment  of  this  suit,  and  by  which  the  sum  in  the  hands  of  Johns- 
Urn  and  Burk  is  expressly  stated,  and  from  which  we  have 
reason  to  infer  that  the  proceedings  on  the  attachment  had 
terminated,  (as  nothing  to  the  contrary  appears,)  and  more 
especially,  as  there  is  a  specific  charge  in  the  account,  so  ren- 
dered to  Main  by  the  defendant,  for  conmiissions,  to  which 
he  could  only  be  entitled  on  the  actual  receipt  of  the  money ; 
BO  that,  without  the  testimony  of  Main^  sufficient  appears  to 
enable  the  plaintiff  to  recover  in  this  cause.  As  to  the  com- 
missions of  5  per  cent.y  it  was  bis  duty  to  have  exhibited 
this  charge  properly  to  the  jury;  not  having  done  this,  ho 
cannot  complain.  The  court  are,  therefore,  of  opinion,  that 
the  plaintiff  is  entitled  to  judgment. 

Judgment  for  the  plaintiff. 
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BoLTE  aga$nst  Van  Rooten. 

Farm  of  a  re-  THIS  was  an  action  of  oiiumpiit.  Plea,  the  general  issue 
miMion  to  uTb  The  cause  was  tried  at  the  sittings  in  New'York^  before  the 
the  examinaUon  chief  juitice^  on  the  14th  day  of  April,  1808.  The  plaintiff 
when  wdfic^'  c^er^d  in  evidence,  to  support  his  action,  the  return  to  a  com- 
mission regularly  issued  under  the  seal  of  this  court.  The 
caption  to  the  depositions  was  in  the  words  following,  fiz. 
^*  WiUiatn  Hobbins  being  produced,  sworn,  and  examined  as  a 
witness,  on  interrogatories,  to  him  administered  in  virtue  of 
and  under  a  commission  issued  out  of  and  under  the  seal  of 
the  Supreme  Court  of  Judicature  of  the  state  of  Neto-York* 
one  of  the  United  States  of  America,  to  James  P.  Boyd, 
Christian  Mayou,  and  Alexander  Boyd,  of  the  city  of  Baltir 
[  *  131  ]  more,  and  state  of  *Maryland,  directed,  in  a  certain  cause  now 
depending,  and  at  issue  in  the  said  court,  wherein  John  Bohe 
is  plaintiff,  and  Peter  Van  Rooten  is  defendant,  as  follows,  to 
wit :  Imprimis,  to  the  first  interrogatory,"  &c.  The  deposi- 
tions did  not  contain  any  other  evidence  of  their  being  sworn, 
except  what  is  thus  contained  in  thefr  caption ;  but  at  the  foot 
of  each  deposition,  the  name  of  the  witness  was  signed  on  the 
right  hand  side,  and  on  the  left,  two  of  the^commissioners  sub- 
scribed their  names,  as  acting  commissioners,  without  stating 
«'  swomJ'  On  the  back  of  the  commission  was  also  endorsed, 
"  the  execution  of  this  commission  appears  by  the  schedule  an- 
nexed;^' which  endorsement  was  signed  by  the  two  commis- 
sioners, who  executed  the  commission,  and  who  signed  the 
same  endorsement,  as  acting  commissioners.  The  interrogato- 
ries and  the  answers  were  annexed  to  the  comipission,  and 
duly  transmitted  to  this  court. 

The  defendant  objected  to  the  reading  of  the  testimony, 
because  it  did  not  appear,  by  the  return,  that  the  witness, 
therein  named,  had  been  sworn  by  the  commissioners,  and 
because  the  commissioners  do  not  certify,  that  they  caused  the 
examinations  to  be  reduced  into  writing.  The  plaintiff,  hav- 
ing no  other  testimony,  the  defendant  moved  for  a  nonsuit ; 
but  the  judge  refused  to  grant  a  nonsuit,  and  permitted  tlie 
testimony  to  go  to  the  jury,  with  liberty  to  the  defendant 
to  reserve  the  point  for  the  consideration  and  judgment  of 
the  court.  The  jury,  thereupon,  found  a  verdict  for  the 
plaintiff.  ^ 

C.  Graham,  for  the  defendant,  relied  on  the  case  of  Bailis 
V.  Cochran.     (2  Johns.  Rep.  417.) 
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L  T.  Ireingy  coQtnu 

Per  Curiam.  There  is  a  material  difference  between  the 
fiicts  in  this  case,  and  those  in  the  case  of  Bailis  v.  Cochran. 
(2  Johns.  Rep.  417.)  In  that  case,  the  deposition  had  no  cap- 
tion or  conclusion,  by  which  it  could  appear  before  whom,  and 
hj  what  authority  it  was  taken.  The  commissioners  signed 
their  names  undw  that  of  the  witness,  without  *even  stating, 
that  they  were  commissioners.  But  in  this  case  it  is  stated, 
that  the  witness  was  sworn  and  examined,  by  virtue  of  the  comr- 
miision  directed  to  the  commissioners^  by  nafae,  and  they  then 
81^  their  names,  at  the  bottom  of  the  deposition,  quasi  com- 
musioners.  This  is  giving  authenticity  to  the  proceeding.  If 
the  witness  was  sworn  and  examined  under  that  commission, 
and  that  (act  be  certified  by  the  commissioners,  as  acting  com- 
missioners, he  must  hare  been  sworn  and  examined  by  them. 
There  is  no  other  meaning  to  be  put  upon  the  words.  It  is 
not  a  thing  of  inference,  l^t  equivalent  to  a  direct  averment 
of  the  fiu^t.  The  commissioners  do  not  certify,  that  the  ex- 
amination was  reduced  to  writing  by  them,  or  at  their  instance ; 
bat  if  he  was  sworn  and  examined  by  them,  and  they  sign  the 
mstrument,  it  must  be  taken  to  be  an  examination  reduced  to 
writing  under  their  direction,  or  by  their  own  act  This  is  the 
eooclusion  of  law,  upon  such  a  fact 

The  defendant  must,  therefore,  take  nothing  by  his  motion. 

Motion  domed. 
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Haff 

V. 

aiAR^EiNs.       Haff  against  The  Marine  Insurance  Company. 

Where  »v«»ei  THIS  was  an  action  on  a  policy  of  insurance  on  the  schooner 
and  during  the'  i>Mcy,  "  at  and  from  NexD-York  to  a  port  in  North  Carolina, 
vj^Njje  WM  and  at  and  from  thence  to  Port  Antonio  and  Anotta  Bay, 
^^^^ned^BM  Jamaica^^^  dated  I7th  June^  1806,  valued  at  3000  dollars, 
not  worth  the, The  policy  had  the  usual  survey  clause;  "That  if  the  vessel, 
paSi^and  t^  upon  a  regular  survey ^  should  be  declared  unseaworthy,  by  rea- 
uuured  offered  gon  of  her  beiuff  unsound  or  rotten,  or  incapable  of  prosecut- 

to  abandon  for  .        .  °'  ^     /•  i.        i_    •  j  ^^ 

a  total  loM,  it  iRg  her  voyage  on  account  of  her  being  unsound  or  rotten, 
was  held,  that  then  the  assurers  should  not  be  bound  to  pay  their  subscrip- 
[  *  133  ]  tion  on  the  policy."  The  loss  *wa8  averred  to  be  by  the  perils 
tbeMtroevwasa  of  thg  g^a.  The  suit  was  Commenced  the  13th  February, 
SrSe*?"e£5-  1807/  The  plaintiff  proved  property  in  the  schooner,  and  that 
^itMt^to^the  ^^^  sailed  from  New- lorJc  on  the  voyage,  and  arrived  at  a  port 
insuren,  and  i^  North  Carolina,  and  proceeded  from  thence  to  Port  Anto- 
bera^  iMradu^  ^*^*  ^"  /ofwatca,  where  she  arrived  in  distress  on  the  Ist  Octo- 
tothemi^tbe  ^^^^  1806.  On  the  voyage  from  North  Carolina,  she  met  with 
^^\s  M^'  ^^^^y  ^^^  dangerous  seas  and  storms,  and  received  great  in- 
tBe  commence!  jury,  SO  that  she  could  not  further  prosecute  her  voyage  to 
Son  ^  or****  *^'  Anotta  Bay,  without  great  repairs,  which  could  not  be  had  at 
account  gh^  Port  Antonio ;  and  if  they  could  have  been  had,  they  would 
wrSucedM  T*  ^^^^  ^*^^  more  than  the  schooner  would  have  been  worth, 
'^'***^  *  ^"'  when  repaired.  The  schooner  was  accordingly  condemned  at 
(a)  See  oK».  Port  Antonio,  and  sold  fe>r  528  dollars  and  88  cents  nei, 
Sm^f^cS^  which  sum  was  received  by  ;the  plaintiff  and  credited  to  the 
«j,  3  ct».  Sp  defendants. 

The  plaintiff  abandoned,  after  notice  of  the  loss,  on  the  27th 
December,  1806,  and  gave  this  evidence  of  preliminary  proof, 
viz.  that  when  the  written  abandonment  was  delivered  to  the 
defendants,  certain  papers  were  also  delivered,  of  which  the 
witness  did  not  know  the  contents ;  that  on  the  28th  January, 
1807,  the  same  witness  went  again  with  the  plaintiff  to  the 
defendants,  and  the  plaintiff  asked  if  the  defendants  had  agreed 
to  accept  the  abandonment,  and  they  answered.  No ;  the 
plaintiff  asked  if  any  other  papers  or  documents  were  want- 
ing, and  they  answered,  that  nothing  was  wanting  but  the 
survey.  The  defendants  moved  for  a  nonsuit,  for  the  insuffi- 
ciency of  the  preliminary  proofs ;  but  a  verdict  was  taken  for 
the  plaintiff,  reserving  the  point  for  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

J.  Radcliff,  for  the  plaintiff.  This  is  a  question  as  to  the 
sufficiency  of  the  preliminary  proof.  This  kind  of  proof  arises 
from  a  pecuUar  clause  in  the  policies  of  insurance  of  this  state, 
by  which  the  insurers  stipulate  to  pay  the  loss,  in  thirty  days 
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after  proof  thereof.  The  insured  ought  not  to  be  heM  to  strict, 
proof.  '  If  he  exhibits  documents  enough  to  show,  prima  facie j 
that  a  loss  has  happened,  *and  that  the  insurer  is  responsible, 
that  is  all  that  can  be  required.  {Talcoi  v.  Marine  Im.  Co.  2 
Johns.  Ref.  136.)  The  objection  made,  that  the  survey  was 
not  exhibited  with  the  other  documents,  ought  not  to  prevail. 
The  survey  relates  to  the  seaworthiness  of  the  vessel,  and  goes 
to  the  defence  on  the  merits  before  the  jury.  The  interest  and 
loss  were  fully  and  satisfactorily  proved  by  the  other  papers 
delivered  to  the  defendants. 

Coldeny  contra.  The  clause  in  the  policy,  that  if  the  vessel, 
upon  a  regular  survey,  should  be  declared  unseaworthv,  by 
reason  of  her  being  unsound  or  rotten,  the  insurer  should 
not  be  bound  to  pay,  (&c.,  has  been  lately  introduced  into  our 
policies.  \a)  It  must,  therefore,  vary  the  practice  as  to  the 
preliminary  proofs.  In  regard  to  this  clause,  the  survey  was 
an  important  and  essential  document,  to  enable  the  defendant 
to  decide,  whether  they  ought  to  accept  the  abandonment,  and 
pay  the  loss. 

Thompson,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court.  The 
qaestioa  which  this  case  presents,  relates  to  the  sufficiency  of 
the  preliminary  proof.  Although  the  objection  is,  in  some 
measure,  a  formal  one,  yet,  if  well  taken,  we  are  bound  to 
give  it  effect.  The  documents  required  by  the  underwriters, 
as  a  part  of  the  preliminary  proof,  was  a  survey  of  the  vessel, 
after  she  had  met  with  the  disaster,  and  the  voyage  broken  up 
at  Port  Antonio.  By  the  policy  it  is  agreed,  ^*  that  if  the  ves- 
sel, upon  a  regular  survey,  should  be  thereby  declared  unsea- 
worthy,  by  reason  of  her  being  unsound  or  rotten,  or  incapable 
of  prosecuting  her  voyage,  on  account  of  her  being  unsound 
or  rotten,  then  the  assurers  shall  not  be  bound  to  pay  their 
subscription."  The  circumstances  stated  in  the  case  will,  I 
think,  warrant  me  in  assuming  it  as  a  fact,  that  a  regular  sur- 
vey of  the  vessel  was  made  at  Port  Antonio.  It  was  ascer- 
tained at  that  place,  that  the  schooner  would  require  "  great 
and  ^extensive  repairs ;"  and  she  was  there  condemned.  These 
circumstances  necessarily  imply  a  survey  duly  made  and  cer- 
tified, and  it  is  to  be  presumed,  prima  facie,  to  be  in  the  pos- 
session of  the  plaintiff.  It  is  always  made  at  the  instance  and 
fi>r  the  benefit  of  the  owner  or  master  of  the  vessel,  and  it 
goes,  of  course,  into  his  hands.  When  this  survey  was  called 
H>r,  in  the  present  case,  by  the  defendants,  the  plaintiff  made 
no  answer;  at  least,  none  is  stated.     If  it  was  not  then  in  his 
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(«)  A  nmilar  claQse  is  to  be  found  in  tne  policies  of  insnranoe  used  in  Ma 
md.    See  Mmrime  insurance  Camptmy  qf  Alexandria  ▼.  WiUoUy  (3  Cranck,  18 
in  which  Uie  Snpreme  Court  of  tne  Uiuted  States  were  of  opinion,  that  the  re^ 
port  of  surveyors  that  the  ressel  was  unsound  and  rotten,  but  not  referring  to 
the  commencement  of  the  Toyage,  was  not  conclusiTe.  * 

119 


Digitized  by 


Google 


135 


CASES  IN  THE  SUPREME  COURT 


ALBANY, 

Feb.  1809. 

Habihx  Iirt. 
Co. 


[•136] 


possession,  or  under  his  command,  he  would  naturally  have 
accounted  for  its  non-production;  and  if  the  inferences 
which  I  draw  were  not  correct,  the  plaintiff  should  have  shown 
by  proof,  upon  the  trial,  what  was  the  real  fact  relative  to  the 
survey,  # 

The  question  then  arises,  whether  the  assured  who  aban- 
dons a  vessel  to  the  insurer,  on  the  ground  that  she  had  re- 
ceived injuries  by  perils  of  the  sea,  which  rendered  her  unable 
to  prosecute  her  voyage,  and  which  would  have  cost  more 
than  she  was  worth  to  repair  her,  and  who  had  in  his  posses- 
sion the  survey  upon  which  she  was  condenmed,  is  not  bound 
to  produce  it  to  the  insurer  who  calls  for  it,  as  part  of  the  _pre- 
liminary  proof.  By  the  usual  clause  in  our  policies,  the  un- 
derwriter is  to  pay,  within  a  certain  time,  after  proof  of  inter- 
est and  loss ;  and  we  have  heretofore  considered  this  stipula- 
tion as  satisfied  by  the  exhibition  of  the  usual  documentary  < 
evidence,  such  as  tlie  register^  invoice^  protest y  &c.,  since  the 
object  of  it  was  only  to  uimish  reasonable  information  to  the 
insurer,  that  a  loss  had  happened  for  which,  according  to  the 
terms  of  the  policy,  he  was  responsible.  In  the  present  case, 
the  underwriters  did  not  stipulate  to  become  answerable  for 
any  loss  which  should  happen  by  reason  of  unsoundness  or 
rottenness,  and  a  survey  was  the  document  by  which  that  was 
to  be  ascertained.  It  is  possible  that  this  survey  might  have 
shown,  that  the  schooner  was  unable  to  prosecute  her  voyage, 
on  account  of  her  being  unsound  or  rotten,  which  would  have 
been  sufficient,  at  least  prima  faciey  to  exonerate  the  under- 
writers. Good  faith,  and  the  true  spirit  and  intention  of  the 
clause,   requiring  preliminary   proof  of  Joss,  required  *the 

Elaintiff  to  disclose,  at  least,  all  the  documentary  evidence  in 
is  possession,  touching  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  loss* 
The  plaintiff  contends,  that  the  injury  the  vessel  had  receiv- 
ed, was  so  extensive  as  to  give  him  a  right  to  abandon,  and 
recover,  as  for  a  total  loss.  The  survey  must  have  been  a 
material  document  to  the  insurers,  in  forming  their  judgment, 
whether  the  loss  claimed  was  really  total,  because  it  is  the 
opinion  of  competent  judges,  formed  upon  the  spot,  as  to 
the  state  and  condition  of  the  vessel,  and  the  exteni  ^f  the 
requisite  repairs.  No  good  reason  appears  for  withholding 
it  in  the  present  instance.  The  very  fact  of  not  producing 
it,  was  calculated  to  awaken  suspicion.  We  are,  accordingly, 
of  opinion,  that  the  plaintiff  was  bound  to  produce  it,  or  give 
some  account  of  its  non-production,  and'  that  he  ought  ac- 
cordingly to  have  been  nonsuited  upon  the  trial,  and  that  a 
nonsuit  be  now  awarded,  upon  the  point  reserved. 


lao 


Judgment  of  nonsuit. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


OF  THE  STATE  OF  NEW-YORK.  .  136 

ALBANY, 
F«b.  1809. 


Delancet,  Assignee,  &c.,  against  3.  Brownell  and 
S.  Brownell. 

W.  EVERTSON  moved  for  a  rule  on  the  Court  of  CW-    The  coons  oi 
mm  Pleas  of  Dutchess  county,  to  show  cause  why  a  madamus  ^T^iwidoa 
should  not  issue,  commanding  them  to  vacate  a  rule  entered  regular    judc* 
m  that  court,  setting  aside  a  judgment  and  execution  in  this  JJJJ^  J^Jj^^' 
cause,  which  was  an  action  on  a  baVrbond  in  that  court.  From  beeo  an^  fraud, 
the  affidavits  which  were  read,  the  following  facts  appeared.  ®'  ^^*^  ^ 
/.  Brownell,  having  been  arrested  in  the  court  below,  gave  CeU-b<»d  suit, 
bail  to  the  sheriiT,  and  special  bail  not  having  been  put  in,  the 
plaintiff  commenced  the  action  on  the  baiOfond.     The  writ 
was  returnable  in  March  term,  1808,  and  the  sheriff  returned 
the  defendants  taken.     In  June  term,  1808,  a  final  judgment 
was  entered,  and  perfected,  and  in  July  following,  a  fieri 
facias  issued.     In  October  term,  1808,  the  defendants  moved 
the  court  below  to  set  aside  the  judgment  and  execution  upon 
twms.     The  Affidavits  on  which  the  notice  was  founded      [  *  137  ] 
stated  that  the  writ  in  the  original  action  was  returnable  in 
Jmmry  term,  1808,  and  that  S.  Brownell  was  bail  to   the 
sheriff;  that  some  time  before  March  term,  the  plaintiff  in- 
formed the  defendant,  that  he  did  not  intend  to  prosecute  the 
salt  any  further ;  and  in  March  term,  again  told  the  defendant 
that  he  would  not  further  prosecute   the  suit  against  him. 
Prom  what  the  plaintiff  said  to  him,  the  defendant  supposed 
that  sp^ial  bail  would  not  be  necessary  in  the  original  suit, 
and  he  so  informed  iS.  Brownell,  the  bail  to  the  sheriff.     The 
smt  on  the  bailiond  was  commenced   a    short  time  before 
the  March  term ;  but  the  bail  to  the  sheriff,  in  consequence 
of  the  information  of  the  defendant,  that  the  plaintiff  had 
promised  to  stop  all  further  proceedings,  which  he  believed 
to  be  true,  omitted  to  enter  special  bail,  and  pay  the  costs  of 
the  baH-bond  suit,  as  he,  otherwise,  would  have  done.     Nei- 
ther the  defendant  in  the  original  action,  nor  the  bail,  knew 
that  a  judgment  had  been  entered  on  the  bail-bond,  or  of  any 
fitfther  proceedings  in  the  suit  after  the  March  term,  until  the 
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ALBANY,  execution.  The  writ  of  inquiry  in  the  original  suit  was  eze« 
Feb.  1809.     ^^^^^  ju  j^j^  ^^jm^  jjut  the  defendant Jiad  no  notice  of  it. 

The  plaintiff  produced  a  counter  affidavit,  in  which  he  de- 
nied that  he  had  any  conversation  with  the  defendant,  that 
would  justify  the  allegations,  in  the  defendant's  affidavits, 
and  that  he  never  promised,  or  told  the  ilefendant  that  he 
would  stop  the  suit  against  him,  or  the  bail-bond  suit.  No 
attorney  was  employed  by  the  defendant  in  the  original  suit. 

On  reading  these  affidavits,  the  court  below  ordered  the 
judgment  and  execution  to  be  set  aside,  on  payment  of  the 
costs  in  the  baUriond  suit,  and  filing  special  bail  in  the  origi- 
nal action.  It  appeared,  that  there  was  a  rule  of  the  court 
below,  which  had  existed  for  several  years,  that  no  private 
agreement,  or  consent,  between  the  parties,  in  respect  to  the 
proceedings  in  a  cause,  should  be  alleged,  unless  in  writing, 
and  signed  by  them.  In  giving  their  reasons  for  setting  aside 
f  *138]  the  judgment,  the  court  below  ^declared  that  they  should  not 
regard  the  rule,  as  they  could  repeal  it,  and  that  if  the  rule 
was  in  force,  still  the  case  then  before  them  was  founded  in 
the  mistake  and  misapprehension  of  the  defendants,  and  the 
rule  was  not  applicable. 

Evertson  contended,  that  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  had 
no  power  to  set  aside  a  regular  verdict,  and  grant  a  new  lirial, 
nor  could  they  set  aside  a  regular  judgment ;  whether  that 
judgment  be  on  a  bail-bond^  or  *  in  any  other  suit.  He  cited 
Tke  People  v.  The  Justices  of  ChenangOy  and  The  Peoyle  v. 
The  Justices  of  Delaware,  (1  Johns.  Cases ,  179,  181.)  to 
show  the  powers  of  the  courts  of  sessions  and  con  mon 
pleas ;  and  that  a  mandamus  was  the  proper  remedy  in  ihis 
case. 

Foot,  contra. 

Kent,  Ch.  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court.  An  ap- 
plication for  a  m>andamus  is  an  application  to  the  discretion  of 
the  court,  who  are  bound  to  grant,  or  refuse  it,  according  to 
the  exigency  and  justice  of  the  case.  i 

The  court  below  set  aside  upon  terms,  a  regular  judgiuent 
by  default  upon  a  bail-bond.  It  appears  by  the  affidavits, 
upon  which  the  rule  of  the  court  below  setting  aside  the  j*idg- 
ment  was  obtained,  that  the  judgment  was  set  aside  on  the 
ground  of  surprise ;  and  the  affidavits  conclusively  establish 
Uiat  fact,  as  respects  the  bail.  There  are  peculiar  and  strong 
circumstances  arising  out  of  this  case,  to  induce  this  court  to 
look  with  a  favorable  eye  upon  the  exercise  of  the  power  be- 
low. It  was  a  case  of  bail,  who  are  always  tenderly  regarded 
by  the  courts,  and  it  was  in  a  bail-bond  stdt,  in  which  the  court 
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had  an  equitable  jurisdiction  given  them  by  statute;  for  in 
such  suits  they  are  authorized  to  give  such  rehef  to  the  bail, 
as  is  agreeable  to  justice,  and  every  rule  giving  reUef,  is 
to  have  the  nature  find  effect  of  a  defeasance  to  the  bond. 
With  respect  to  the  facts  disclosed  to  the  court  below,  I  can- 
not divest  my  mind  of  the  impression,  after  a  careful  ex- 
amination of  the  affidavits  on  both  sides,  that  there  is  color  to 
*infer  that  the  bail,  and  the  defendant  in  the  original  action, 
were  intentionally  lulled  to  sleep  by  the  plaintiff,  until  a  judg- 
ment by  default  was  obtained.  Another  feature  in  the  case 
is,  that  the  appUcation  below  for  relief  was  made  at  the  first 
opportunity,  after  the  discovery  of  the  judgment ;  and  I  cannot 
but  think  that  this  court  would  have  exercised  a  similar  power, 
in  granting  reUef  under  the  Uke  circumstances. 

It  is,  however,  contended,  that  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas 
bad  no  power  to  set  aside  a  regular  judgment  by  default.  It 
would  be  cause  of  regret,  if  no  such  power  existed ;  for  with- 
out it  there  would  often  be  a  manifest  failure  of  justice.  But, 
independent  of  the  equitable  jurisdiction,  given  in  these  suits 
upon  baiUbondsy  the  courts  of  common  pleas  have  such 
power.  They  cannot,  in  general,  set  aside  a  verdict,  except 
for  irregularity ;  but  that  restriction  does  not  app>)^  to  judg- 
ments by  default  In  the  case  of  Bayly  v.  Boome,  (Sir.  392.) 
the  Court  of  K.  B.  said,  that  whether  an  inferior  court  should 
De  allowed  to  exercise  their  discretion,  in  setting  aside  judg- 
ments, where  the  plaintiff  was  regular,  was  a  question  which 
deserved  consideration ;  but  they  expressly  admitted,  that  the 
court  might  set  aside  the  judgment,  if  there  was  evidence  of 
fiaud  or  surprise.  Lord  Man^eld,  afterwards,  (1  Burr.  571.) 
m  speaking  of  the  words  used  by  the  court  in  that  case,  viz. 
"  that  it  was  a  question  that  deserved  consideration,"  said,  that 
there  was  no  precedent,  or  authority,  to  the  contrary  of  their 
having  such  a  power ;  and  that  it  was  a  power  necessary  to 
the  exercise  of  judicature,  and  very  different  from  the  case 
of  sett'mg  aside  verdicts ;  and  the  court  then  unanimously 
declared,  that  an  inferior  court  had  power  to  set  aside  a  regu- 
lar interlocutory  judgment,  in  order  to  let  in  the  merits. 
The  case  then  before  the  court  was  a  case  of  an  interlocu- 
tory judgment,  but  there  is  no  distinction  taken,  nor  any 
ground  for  a  distinction,  between  a  judgment  by  default,  in 
a  case  sounding  in  damages,  and  a  judgment  by  default  in 
an  action  of  debt  The  only  restriction  imposed  upon  the 
bferior  courts,  on  this  subject,  respects  the  verdicts  of 
juries. 
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ALBANY,         •W^  are,  accordingly,  of  opinion,  that  the  court  below  had 

^^^J^;^Jf2^  power  to  set  aside  the  judgment  in  question,  and  that,  under 

jACKsoir      the  particular  circumstances  of  the  case,  that  power  was  not 

Oqbmw       ^^^uly  exercised.    The  motion  for  a  mandamut  is,  therefore 

denied. 

Motion  denied 


Jackson,  ez  dem.  Goodrich  and  others,  agatnst 
A.  OoDEN  and  J.  Ogden. 

Aiwrorofthe  THIS  was  an  action  of  ejectment  for  land,  in  the  town  of 
m^i  ca^^TblS  Walton^  in  the  county  of  Delaware.  The  cause  was  tried  at 
a  witness  in  tbe  the  Delaware  circuit,  on  the  24th  May,  1808,  before  Mr.  Jus- 
Mme^is'^^iMed  ^'^0  Yates.  The  declaration  contained  eleven  demises.  A 
without  hu  con-  title  was  deduced  to  some  of  the  lessors  of  the  plaintiff  to 
s^ck^  outf  on  lo^  No.  15  and  16.  in  a  tract  of  land  originally  surveyed  for 
wHcaUon'  to  Peter  Van  Brugh  lAvin^ston^  and  others,  lying  between  the 
den^'of  £  west  branch  of  the  Detaware^  and  the  SutqtUhannah  river ; 
acts  of  the  ics-  and  the  only  question  at  the  trial  was  how  the  lots  were  to  be 

■or  of  the  p  tin.   1^-tfiH 

tiff,    in  ^ect-  locaiea. 

ment,     which      The  plaintiff  produced  in  evidence  a  warrant  of  survey, 
hiS.,^"ttZ  dated  the  8th  October,  1785,  describing  the  outlines  of  the 
wi»  derive  tide  tract,  and  a  return  of  the  surveyor-general,  dated  the  29th 
•dnfissiblel'  "  April,  1786,  of  a  survey  of  the  outlines  of  the  tract,  ascer- 
taining the  quantity  to  be  35,178  acres,  with  a  map  of  the 
lots ;  and  an  order  from  the  commissioners  of  the  land-office 
for  a  patent  to  the  proprietors,  of  which  Wattles,  one  of  the 
lessors,  was  one,  and  a  map  of  poirtition.     He  also  produced  a 
patent  to  the  trustees  of  Adams,  who  are  also  lessors,  for  No. 

15.  and  a  patent  to  Wattles  for  lot  No.  16. 

Jacob  TVumpboum,  a  surveyor,  testified,  that  he  had  traced 

and  chained  the  south-west  lines  of  the  tier  of  lots,  from  No. 

1.  to  the  Delaware;  that  tracing  the  lots  from  No.  1.  to  a 

[  *  141  ]      hemlock  tree,  blazed  on  four  sides,  and  then  locating  *No. 

16.  on  the  Delaware,  according  to  the  distance  in  the  patents, 
there  would  be  a  vacancy  of  about  78  chains. 

Arch.  E.  Payne,  surveyor,  testified,  that  lot  No.  16.  aocord- 
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ing  to  the  descripticHi  in  the  patent,  contained  101  acres,  but     albatty, 
by  his  survey,  and  as  Orinoold  possessed  it,  it  contained  128  ^1^^^!^!!!?*, 

acres-  jACKfOV 

The  defendant  offered  S.  Wattles,  one  of  the  lessors,  as  a  ^-^ 
witness,  to  prove  that  he  surveyed  the  tract  by  order  of  gov- 
ernment, and  that  he  made  17  tiers  of  lots,  instead  of  16 ;  that 
be  made  the  map  with  but  16  tiers  of  lots,  leaving  a  vacancy 
between  15  and  16 ;  but  he  was  objected  to.  He  was  offered 
to  be  sworn  on  his  voir  dire,  that  he  had  im)  interest  in  the 
land,  and  would  disclaim  all  connection  in  the  suit,  but  he 
was  rejected  bv  the  judge. 

Jamea  A.  murrin,  a  surveyor,  proved,  that  he  traced  all  the 
lines  of  lots  15  and  16.  as  possessed  and  located  under  the 
patents,  and  he  had  no  doubt  there  was  a  vacant  lot  between 
them.  The  defendants  were  proved  to  have  been  in  posses- 
sion of  the  premises  eight  or  nine  years,  and  MCaU,  under 
whom  they  claim,  fourteen  or  fifteen  years. 

By  articles  of  a^eement  between  the  defendants  and  6m- 
tooU,  one  of  the  lessors,  dated  the  5th  Jtdy,  1797,  the  de- 
fendants covenanted  to  convey  to  Griswold  50  acres,  lying 
next  to  lot  No.  16.  then,  and  now,  in  the  possession  of  u^m- 
wold;  and  a  witness  was  called  to  prove  that  he  assisted  Oris" 
wold  in  laying  out  the  50  acres,  and  that  Griswold,  who  held 
lot  No.  16.  considered  it,  until  lately,  as  no  larger  than 
his  possession,  according  to  the  distances  in  the  patent.  The 
plaintiff  admitted  he  was  in  possession  of  lot  No.  16.  under 
a  deed  6rom  one  Freeman ;  and  he  objected  4o  the  evidence 
tf  the  acts  of  Oriswold.  The  counsel  for  the  defendants  in- 
asted,  that  the   plaintiff  having  recognized  the  interest  of  ' 

Griswold,  by  making  him  a  lessor,  and  he  being  shown  to  be 
in  possession  under  title,  all  the  mesne  conveyances  from  Wat" 
tks  to  him  were  to  be  presumed.  But  the  judge  rejected  his 
evidence,  and,  under  his  charge,  the  jury  found  a  verdict  for 
the  plaintiff. 

A  motion  was  made,  on  the  part  of  the  defendants,  to  set 
aside  the  verdict ; 

*1.  Because  S.  Wattles  ought  to  have  been  admitted  as  a      [  ^  142 1 
witness; 

2.  Because  the  evidence  of  the  acts  of  Griswold  ought  to 
have  been  received ;  and, 

3.  Because  the  verdict  was  against  evidence. 

The  case  was  argued  by  Hawkins  and  Ruggles,  for  the 
<lefi3ndant,  and  E.  frilKams,  for  the  plaintiff. 

Spenceb,  J.^  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court  The  ea- 
sors  of  the  plaintiff  having,  on  the  trial,  deduced  a  title,  in 
some  of  them,  to  lots  No.  15  and  16.  in  a  tract  of  land  origi- 
nally surveyed  for  Peter  Van  Brugh  lAvingston,  and  others, 
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Jackson 

V. 

Ogdxh 


lying  between  the  Coquaga  branch  of  the  Delaware  river  and 
the  Susquehannah  river,  in  the  town  of  Walton^  in .  the  county 
of  Delaware,  it  became  the  sole  question  on  the  trial,  how 
these  two  lots  should  be  located.  On  the  map  of  partition 
between  the  original  purchasers,  made  prior  to  the  issuing  of 
the  patents,  it  appears  that  lots  No.  15  and  16.  adjoin  each 
other,  and  the  patent  for  lot  No.  15.  refers  to  the  map  on  file 
*  in  the  secretary's  office.  It  is  required  to  begin  at  a  beech 
tree,  marked  14  and  15.  running  thence  south  twenty-eight 
degrees  east,  70  chains  and  81  links,  to  a  hemlock  tree,  mark- 
ed No.  15  and  16.  running  thence  north  62  degrees  east,  34 
'  chains  and  32  links,  to  a  beech  sapling,  marked  No.  15,  16. 
31,  32.  then  north  twenty-eight  degrees  west,  70  chains  and 
81  links,  to  a  maple  tree,  marked  14,  15.  30,  31.  and  then  in  a 
direct  line  to  the  place  of  beginning,  containing  243  acres. 
The  patent  for  No.  16.  describes  the  boundaries  as  follows : 
beginning  at  a  hemlock  tree,  marked  No.  15  and  16.  and  run 
ning  thence  south  28  degrees  east,  29  chains  to  the  Delaware 
river ;  then  up  along  the  same  34  chains  and  32  links,  meas- 
ured on  a  course  north,  63  degrees  east  to  a  beech  sapling, 
marked  No.  16.  thence  north  &  degrees  ciast,  30  chains,  to  a 
beech  sapling,  marked  No.  15,  16.  31,  32.  and  thence  on  a 
direct  line  to  the  place  of  beginning,  containing  157  acres. 
From  the  map,  and  the  description  of  the  lots  in  the  patent 
the  lessors  of  the  plaintiff  have  made  out  a  title  to  the  prem-  * 
[  *  143  ]  ises  *in  question.  It  is,  however,  not  to  be  controverted, 
that  parties,  whose  rights  to  real  property  may  be  perfect,  and 
the  boundaries  of  which  may  be  susceptible  of  certain  and 
precise  ascertainment,  may,  by  their  acts,  conclude  themselves, 
by  e3tablishing  other  and  different  boundaries.  Thomoi 
W.  Griswoldy  one  of  the  lessors  of  the  plaintiff,  and  who  must 
be  considered,  in  1797,  as  proprietor  of  lot  No.  16,  purchased 
of  the  defendants  50  acres  of  the  land  which  they  set  up  to  be 
vacant,  and  to  lie  without  both  lots,  15  and  16,  which  was 
described  in  the  instrument  he  took,  as  without  the  bounds  of 
that  lot.  The  evidence  of  this  purchase,  though  under  seal, 
was  excluded  by  the  judge  at  the  trial ;  what  other  evidence 
might  have  been  adduced,  we  cannot  pretend  to  say;  it  might 
have  been  followed  up  by  acts  which  would  conclude  Grw- 
wold,  and  those  who  derive  title  under  him,  from  claiming  the 
premises  as  within  either  of  the  lots,  and  after  the  rejection 
of  the  covenant  entered  into  between  Griswold  and  the  de- 
fendants, the  defendants  might  well  have  forborne  to  offer 
similar  or  inferior  evidence  of  acts.  In  this  view,  that  it  was 
improper  to  exclude  such  evidence,  and  that  it  should  have 
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been  submitted  to  the  jary,  with  such  observations  as  the     Albany, 
evidence  required,  I  think  there  should  be  a  new  trial.     The  ,^^^S^;JS2L^ 
rejection  of  one  of  the  lessors  as  a  witness,  I  conceive  to  have  weldon  and 
been  proper ;  if  his  name  was  used  without  his  consent,  it      f^^rrim 
might  be  struck  out,  on  application  to  the  court,  (a)     The       Buck 
costs  must  abide  the  event  of  the  suit.  ^^  another. 

New  trial  granted. 

(a)  Notwithatanding  what  is  said  in  the  above  case,  it  was  decided  in  Miller 
▼.  Stark* f  13  Johns.  JUp.  517,  that  if  the  plaintiff  in  the  suit  be  sworn  and  ex- 
amined at  the  request  of  the  defendant,  the  latter  cannot  afterwards  object  to 
his  testimony,  and  get  rid  of  the  effect  of  it.  Where  two  partners  are  sued, 
and  the  process  b  served  upon  one  of  them  only,  the  defendant  not  served  b  a 
competent  witness  for  the  plaintiff.  Purviance  ▼.  Dryden,  3  Serg.  ^  RawUf 
402.  But  the  plaintiff  in  such  a  case  cannot  compel  a  defendant  not  served,  or 
appearing  to  testify  on  hb  behalf.  Taylor  v.  Henaermm,  17  Serg.  ^  RawUf  453. 
Dee  also  Jforman  v.  Jformanf  2  Yeatesj  154.  Le  Roy  v.  John$OK,  2  Peters*  Sup. 
C.  Rep.  186.  GardUtr  v.  Oldtn,  2  Yeates,  185.  Waggoner  v.  Qray's  Jidm.  2 
' Hmii' Ma^f.e03, 


*Weldon  and  Furniss  against  Buck  and  Buck.  [*  144  J 


THIS  was  an  action  of  assumpsit^  brought  by  the  plaintiffs, 
who  reside  in  Great  Britain,  on  a  bill  of  exchange  drawn  by 
RobinsoUy  of  St,  Kittys,  in  the  West  Indies,  in  favor  of  Freeman, 
on  Worswick  and  Allman,  of  Lancaster,  in  England,  for  260?. 
sterling,  payable  in  90  days  after  sight.  The  bill  was  en- 
dorsed by  Freeman  and  by  the  defendants.  The  bill  was  pro- 
tested for  non-acceptance,  on  the  23d  May,  1806;  but  no 
demand  of  payment,  or  protest  for  non-payment,  was  made, 
until  four  days  after  the  days  of  grace  had  expired.  Due 
notice  of  the  non-acceptance  was  given  to  the  defendants,  on 
the  2d  August,  1806,  and  the  protest  stated  the  refusal  to  ac- 
cept, to  be  for  want  of  funds.  The  declaration  was  on  the 
protest  for  non-acceptance  only. 

The  bill  was  purchased  here  by  an  agent  of  the  plaintiffs, 
for  the  purpose  of  remitting  money,  in  his  hands,  to  them.  The 
plaintiffs,  on  the  protest  of  the  bill,  returned  it  to  the  agent  in 
JVctr- Fort,  but  not  until  after  the  time  for  its  payment  had 
expired,  nor  was  any  suit  brought  until  after  the  bill  was  re- 
turned. The  plaintiffs  had  authorized  their  agent  to  remit  to 
them  in  bills. 


Where  a  for- 
eign bill  of  ex- 
change is  pro- 
tested for  non- 
acceptance,  the 
bolder,  on  giv- 
ing doe  notice 
thereof,  may 
commence  an 
action  against 
the  drawer  or 
endorser,  on  the 
protest  for  non 
acceptance^ 
without  waiting 
for  a  protest  for 
non-pa3rment, 
and  may  recov- 
er, (a)  besides 
the  amount  of 
the  bill,  20  per 
cent,  damages, 
with  the  usual 
intereftc  and 
charges  of  pro- 
test 


(a)  Macon  v.  Franklin,  3  Johns.  Rep.  202.    Miller  v.  Hockley,  5  Johns.  Rep.  375.   20 
Jehu.  Rep.  160. 
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[*146] 


The  cause  was  tried  at  the  New-TorJc  sittings,  the  8th  Jiine, 
1808,  before  Mr.  Justice  Van  Ness,  when  the  jury  found  a 
verdict  for  the  plamtiffs  for  1,594  dollars,  which  included  the 
amount  of  the  bill,  20  per  cent,  damages,  the  charges  of  pro- 
test, and  interest. 

A  motion  was  made  to  set  aside  the  verdict ;  and  two  ques- 
tions were  raised  for  the  consideration  of  the  court. 

1.  Whether  the  plaintiffs  were  entitled  to  recover ;  and  if  so, 

2.  Whether  they  were  entitled  to  the  20  per  cent,  damages, 
and  the  expenses  of  protests. 

Hawes,  for  the  defendants.  1.  The  protest  for  non-accept- 
ance alone,  is  not  sufficient  to  enable  the  plaiptiff  *to  recoter 
the  amount  of  the  bill,  unless  he  has  used  due  diligence  to 
present  it  for  payment,  at  the  time  it  was  made  payable.  This 
is  a  part  of  his  undertaking,  and  he  ought  to  retain  the  bill  in 
order  to  present  it  for  payment.  (Chitty,  180,  181.)  It  is  true, 
that  on  a  protest  for  non-acceptance,  the  holder  has  a  qualified 
right  of  action,  liable,  however,  to  be  defeated  by  a  subsequent 
payment,  or  neglect  of  the  holder.  I  am  aware  of  the  decis- 
ion in  Mason  fy  Smedes  v.  Franklin,  (3  Johns.  Rep.  202.)  but 
that  case  went  no  further  than  that  the  holder  had  a  right  of 
action  against  the  drawer,  on  a  protest  for  non-acceptance. 
If  the  law  requires  the  holder  to  retain  the  bill,  after  a  protest 
for  non-acceptance,  it  must  be  for  the  purpose  of  presenting  it 
for  payment ;  but  this  would  be  useless,  if  the  holder's  right 
of  action  was  absolute  and  perfect,  on  a  protest  for  non- 
acceptance  only.  And  the  retaining  of  the  bill  may  be  very 
injurious  to  the  endorsers.  If  the  holder  meant  to  rely  on  the 
protest  for  non-acceptance,  he  oug^t  not  to  have  retained  the 
Dill  for  90  days ;  and  by  doing  so,  and  not  presenting  it,  until 
four  days  after  the  expiration  of  the  days  of  grace,  he  has 
made  it  his  own.  If  the  holder  of  a  bill  neglects  to  demand 
payment  when  it  is  due,  he  makes  it  his  own.  (JLovelass, 
80,81.) 

2.  The  bill  was  remitted  in  payment  of  a  debt,  and  the 
holder  is  not,  therefore,  entitled  to  damages.  Damages  are 
only  recoverable  on  a  protest  for  nonpayment. 

Colden,  contra.  1.  The  first  question  was  settled  in  the 
case  of  Mason  fy  Smedes  v.  Franklin.  It  was  decided,  that  the 
holder  had  a  good  cause  of  action  on  the  protest  for  non- 
acceptance,  which  could  not  be  defeated  by  any  subsequent 
inegularity  or  neglect,  in  the  demand  of  payment,  or  in  the 
protest  for  non-payment.  The  notice  of  non-acceptance  is 
always  sufficient  to  guard  the  drawer  against  surprise,  and  to 
enable  him  to  draw  his  funds  out  of  the  *hands  of  the  drawee 
If  he  has  no  funds,  no  notice  or  protest  is  necessary. 
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*  2.  It  has  been  always  understood,  that  when  a  party  is  enti- 
tled to  recover  the  principal,  he  is  entitle4  to  interest  and  dam- 
ages. Wherever  a  party  is  entitled  to  re-exchange,  he  is  enti-  Wcldon^^ 
tied  to  damages ;  for  the  latter  is  only  another  name  for  re- 
exchange,  which  is  the  price  paid  by  the  holder  of  a  protested 
bill  for  the  money  he  receives  for  a  bill  redrawn  on  the  party 
froin  whom  he  received  the  first  bill,  or  on  some  other  person. 
{Chitiy,  298.  Pothier,  de^Chan^e,  ch.  4.  ^  2.  n.  64,  65,  66, 
67.  Evanses  Eisaysj  57,  58.)  This  premium  or  expense  will, 
'  of  course,  vary  with  the  rate  of  exchange  between  the  two 
countries;  (2  Hen.  Black,  678.)  but  to  avoid  all  questions 
about  the  re-exchange,  the  rule  o£  damages  has  been  arbitra- 
rily fixed,  in  all  cases,  at  20  per  cent.    (See  ante,  p.  119.) 

Hoffman,  in  reply.  1.  This  is  a  suit  against  an  endorser, 
and  he  ought  not  to  be  affected  by  a  protest,  for  want  of  effects. 
The  cases  which  have  been  cited  were  against  the  drawer.  A 
protest  for  non-acceptance  gives  a  right  of  action  defeasible  by 
subsequent  events.  Thus  the  capture,  or  loss,  of  a  vessel,  gives 
a  right  of  abandonment;  but  if  before  the  right  is  asserted,  the 
vessel  should  be  recovered  and  in  safety,  the  right  will  be  de- 
feated. Suppose  the  bill  had  been  actually  paid  in  England^ 
before  the  right  of  action  on  the  protest  for  non-acceptance  had 
been  asserted,  would  not  the  action  be  defeated  by  such  pay- 
ment? The  opinion  of  the  chief  justice^  in  Mason  fy  Smedes  v. 
Franklin,  may  be  regarded  as  an  obiter  dictum,  as  that  was  not 
the  precise  point  before  the  court. 

2.  If,  as  has  been  contended,  the  20  per  cent,  damages  are 
allowed  for  the  re-exchange,  then  they  can  be  recovered  only 
on  a  protest  for  non-payment,  for  until  then  the  holder  has  no 
right  to  redraw.  The  act  of  Pennsylvania,  from  which  the  rule 
as  to  the  20  per  cent,  damages  is  derived,  directs  the  damages 
to  be  paid  on  a  protest  for  non-pajonent.  As  the  plaintiff 
grounds  his  right  to  a  recovery  on  the  protest  for  non-accept- 
ance only,  he  must  be  content  with  the  principcd  and  interest, 
and  cannot  claim  the  damages. 


*Van  Ness,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court.  The 
plaintiffs'  right  to  recover  is  denied,  on  the  ground  that  they 
were  bound  to  present  the  bill  for  payment,  and  to  have  the 
same  presented  for  non-payment,  notwithstanding  it  had  pre- 
viously been  protested  for  non-acceptance.  There  are  some 
dicta  to  give  color  to  this  objection,  but  they  are  neither  sup- 
ported by  adjudged  cases,  nor  well  founded  in  principle.  A 
notion  once  obtained  in  England,  that  in  certain  cases  the 
holder,  by  having  the  bill  protested  for  non-acceptance,  could 
oblige  the  drawer  or  endorser  to  give  security  for  the  payment 
of  it  when_it  fell  due ;  (Cunninghamon  Bills,  42.  Marius,  117J 
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and  protests  for  non-acceptance  in  France^  even  now,  ate 
nothing  more  than  protests  for  security.  This  is  probably  the 
origin  of  the  doctrine  urged  by  the  counsel  for  the  defendant 
on  this  occasion. 

When  the  nature  of  the  undertaking  of  the  drawer,  and  of 
those  who  subsequently  give  currency  to  a  bill,  is  considered,  , 
it  will  be  difficult  to  discover  any  good  reason  why  the  holder 
should  be  compelled  to  demand  payment  after  acceptance  has 
been  refused.  The  obligation  of  the  drawer  and  endorser  is 
not  only  for  the  payment,  but  the  due  acceptance  of  a  bill. ' 
The  inconvenience  and  disappointment  to  the  holder  generally 
are  the  same,  whether  they  arise  from  the  one  or  the  other. 
Upon  the  non-acceptance  of  a  bill,  the  holder  is  bound,  in 
most  cases,  to  give  immediate  notice  to  the  drawer,  so  that 
he  may  withdraw  his  property  out  of  the  hands  of  the 
drawee. 

Suppose,  then,  that  the  drawer,  in  consequence  of  this  no- 
tice, as  it  is  to  be  presumed  he  will  do,  actually  withdraws  his 
funds  from  the  hands  of  the  drawee  before  the  bill  falls  due, 
(and  such  a  case  may  easily  occur,)  would  it  not  be  absurd  to 
require  the  holder  to  present  the  bill  for  payment,  when  there 
is  almost  a  certainty  that  payment  will  be  refused  ? 

It  is  admitted  by  the  counsel  for  the  defendant,  that  the 
holder  had  a  right  to  commence  a  suit  upon  the  protest  for 
♦non-acceptance ;  but  it  is  insisted,  that  if  he  omits  to  present 
the  bill  for  payment,  such  omission  would  be  a  good  defence 
against  a  recovery.  Suits  upon  the  protest  for  non-acceptance 
only,  in  England,  are  very  common,  and  such  a  defence  has 
never,  that  1  know  of,  been  attempted.  Suppose  a  bill,  paya- 
ble at  a  very  long  sight,  and  that  a  suit  should  be  brought  on 
the  protest  for  non-acceptance  ag^nst  the  drawer  or  endorser, 
and  the  money  collected  before  the  bill  becomes  payable,  it 
will  not  be  pretended  that  the  money  could  be  recovered 
back,  if  the  holder  had  neglected  to  present  the  bill  for 
payment. 

It  was  said,  that  the  bill  may  be  paid,  notwithstanding  ac- 
ceptance may  be  refused,  and  that  by  permitting  the  holder  to 
recover  against  the  drawer,  before  the  bill  has  been  presented 
for  payment,  he  may  obtain  the  money  from  both  drawer  and 
drawee.  Admitting  this  to  be  so,  it  does  not  prove  the  right 
of  action  against  the  drawer  to  be  merely  inch6ate.  But  the 
answer  to  this  argument  is,  that  the  drawer  might  avail  himself 
of  the  payment  made  by  the  drawee  in  his  defence. 

This  question,  however,  was  put  at  rest  by  a  recent  decision 
of  this  court,  after  full  consideration,  in  the  case  of  Mason  fy 
Smedes  v.  Franklin,  (3  Johns,  Rep.  204.) 

In  that  case,  as  in  this,  it  was  contended,  that  the  right  of 
action  on  the  protest  for  non-acceptance,  was  merely  inchoate, 
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and  became  perfect  only  after  protest  for  non-payment  The 
coort  held,  ^'  that  a  good  cause  of  action  arose  upon  the  protest 
for  non-acceptance,  and  even  if  it  were  admitted  that  the  sub*  WKLDoiTand 
sequent  demand  of  payment  and  protest  for  nonpayments  were 
void  acts,  they  would  not  destroy  the  right  to  recover  which 
had  previously  vested,^^  This  decision  is  fully  supported  by 
authority,  and  will  hereafter  be  regarded,  I  trust,  as  the  settled 
law.  The  qualification  of  this  right,  now  set  up,  I  do  not  find 
to  have  ever  been  before  suggested.  In  Bright  v.  Furrier, 
(Bid,  iV.  Priusy  269.)  the  defendant  offered  to  prove,  that  by 
the  custom  of  merchants  he  was  not  Uable  at  all,  till  the  bill  fell 
due ;  but  Lord  Mansfield  overruled  the  evidence.  In  Chilton 
v.^fVhiffen  ^  Cromwell,  (3  fViL  17.)  Chief  Justice  Wilmot  [*149] 
gives  a  corrected  report  of  the  case  of  Macarthy  v.  Barrow,  hi 
2  Str,  949.  In  that  case,  the  court  said, "  that  the  non-accept- 
ance or  protest  did  not  raise  any  debt.  That  the  drawer,  in- 
stantly upon  his  drawing  the  bill,  contracts  a  debt,  and  that  a 
protest  is  nothing  but  a  notice  that  the  drawer  will  not  pay  it ; 
that  it  is  debiium  in  presenti,  solvendum  in  futuro.  And  the 
obligation  to  pay  arises  as  well  upon  the  protest  for  non-accept- 
ance, as  for  non-payment."  To  the  same  effect  is  the  case  of 
Milford  V.  Mayor,  (Doug,  54.)  and  the  more  recent  case  of 
Ballingalls  ana  another  v.  Gloster.  (?  East,  481.) 

The  plaintiffs'  right  to  recover  being,  as  I  think,  perfectly 
clear,  the  next  question  is,  whether  they  are  entitled  to  recover 
the  ^  per  cent,  damages.  This  point  has  already,  in  a  great 
measure,  been  disposed  of;  for  if  the  plaintiffs'  right  of  action 
was  complete  and  perfect,  when  they  commenced  this  suit,  this 
bin  having  been  remitted  in  the  usual  course  of  business,  it  ap- 
pears to  me  to  follow,  as  a  necessary  consequence,  that  they  are 
entitled  to  recover  the  damages.  The  law  allowing  damages 
to  the  holder  of  a  dishonored  bill,  was  dictated  by  reasons  of 
commercial  policy,  which  apply  with  equal  force  to  the  case  of 
a  bill  protested  for  non-acceptance,  as  to  that  of  a  protest  for 
non-payment.  The  amount  of  the  damages,  in  other  coun- 
tries, depends  upon  the  rate  of  exchange.  This  was  so  uncer- 
tain and  fluctuating,  that  in  this  state,  oy  the  custom  of  mer- 
chants, another  rule  was  introduced,  the  object  of  which  was 
U>  reduce  the  amount  of  damages  upon  returned  bills,  to  a  sum 
certain.  It  was  said,  that  the  right  to  demand  damages  arises 
oqly  upon  the  protest  for  non-payment,  and  that  there  is  no 
case  in  which  they  have  been  allowed,  when  the  suit  was 
founded  upon  the  protest  for  non-acceptance  only.  I  have  not 
met  with  any  express  adjudication  upon  this  point,  but  if  any 
distinction  of  this  kind  existed,  it  is  hardly  possible  that  it 
would  not  have  been  recognized  in  some  of  the  cases  which 
have  been  ^mentioned.  I,  however,  find  no  sucli  distinction,  [  *  150  ] 
nor  can  I  conceive  of  any  good  reason  to  be  assigned  for  its 
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Hyatt  The  opinioD  of  the  court,  therefore,  i»,  that  the  pkuntitr  is 

^  •  entitled  to  recover  the  amount  of  the  bill,  the  20  per  cent,  dam- 

^^'       ages,  with  the  usual  interest,  and  abo  the  expenses  of  the 

protest  for  non-acceptance ;  and  judgment  must  be  entered 

accordingly. 

Judgment  for  the  plaintiff. 


Hyatt  against  Wood. 

If  a  person  THIS  was  an  action  of  trespass  quare  clausum  frtgit.  The 
sewory  uii«7o  defendant  pleaded  not  pdlty.  The  trespass  was  alleged  to  be 
Und.  eniere  by  committed  on  lot  No.  80,  in  the  township  of  Junius,  and  coun^ 
oui"'a*"pereon  ^y  of  Stueco.  The  cause  was  tried  before  Mr.  Justice  Spencer, 
wbohasanaked  at  the  Senica  circuit,  in  June,  1808.  It  was  proved  that,  in 
ti^iauer*?m"iwt  1795,  oxie  Gretn  lived  on  the  lot,  and  began  to  make  improve- 
maiuiain  ires-  tneuts  ;  and  continued  to  reside  on  the  lot  until  March,  1605. 
pereo^"emcr-  The  plaintiff  entered  into  possession  of  the  lot  on  the  27th 
inK,  undercolor  February,  1805,  under  a  permission  from  Murray  if  Mumford, 
Scrson^haviiija  of  the  city  oi  New- York,  and  with  the  consent  of  Green,  who 
legal  right  of  had  previously  agreed  to  surrender  up  the  possession  to  Jlfur- 
entere^/^c^  ^^V  ^  Mumford :  and  at  the  time  the  plaintiff  took  possession, 
£*^  tLTf^  ^^^^^  ^^'^  ^^^  witness  that  he  consented  to  it,  and  that  he  was 
a  breach  of  the  ^^  g^  ^^^  ^^  ^^  Ist  March.  The  plaintlfT  was  proved  to  be 
P«ac«j.  y«i  ***  ^^  ^^^  actual  and  peaceable  possession  of  the  lot  until  June, 
private  iu:i?on  ^^d  cut  hay  on  a  part  of  the  lot  in  Juh/,  and,  while  the  plain- 
[*151  1  **^>  ^'^h  others,  was  mowing  there,  the  defendant  ♦came  to 
of  trespass  for  the  plaintiff,  and  told  him  he  must  quit  the  meadow  where  he 

damages,  at  the 
tuit  of  the  per- 
son who  has  no  right,  and  is  turned  oat  of  possession.  Where  a  tenant  holds  over  the  term,  and  tlie 
landlord  enters  by  lorre,  and  turns  him  out,  be  cannot  maintain  trespass  against  the  landlord,  (a)  If  the 
defendant,  in  an  action  of  trespass  qvare  clausum  frtgity  pleads  libefum  tenemenium,  the  plaintiff  cannot 
reply  de  injuria  n/a  prooria.  I>ui  must  traverse  the  title :  but  if  the  defence  l>e  set  up  by  way  of  excusn. 
and  not  in  justification,  then  the  plaiutiffraay  reply  <U  injuria  sua  propria,  (b) 

{a)  See  Rmwan  v.  Mertereau,  11  Johns.  Rep.  636.     EveHton  v.  SiUton,  h  UV«Y.   ^,p.  ?r^.     Eru-in 
H,  (MmsUd,  7  Cow.  Rep.  229.     IG  Johns.  Rep.  200.    Ives  v.  /ivi,  13  Johns.  Rep.  235. 
(^)  Griswold  v.  Sedgwick,  1  Wend.  Rep.  126. 
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was  mowing,  and  struck  him  with  a  stick.  The  defendant,  at 
the  same  time  said,  that  the  plaintiff  had  possession  of  the  lot, 
aod  that  he  meant  to  dispossess  him,  and  that,  if  be  could  not 
do  it  bjr  ftir  means,  he  would  by  his  stick.  The  defendant 
elaimed  the  meadow,  and  there  were  cattle  at  pasture  on  the 
lot  The  plaintiff  executed  a  lease  to  Murray  ^  Mumford^  for 
450  acres,  in  Jttnitu^  for  one  year,  from  the  30th  Marchy  1805. 
He  was  the  only  person  who  actually  Uved  on  the  lot 

The  defendant  produced  a  deed  from  Green  to  him  for  all 
the  right  and  title  of  Oreen  to  the  premises  in  question.  The 
deed  was  objected  to  by  the  plaintiff,  but  was  admitted  in 
efidence.  It  was  proved,  that  when  the  deed  was  executed, 
Green  requested  permission  to  continue  in  possession  until  the 
Ist  Mwrchy  1805,  to  which  the  defendant  consented.  On  the 
Ist  Marchy  1805,  the  defendant  not  being  present,  Green  and 
his  family  went  out  of  the  house,  and  immediately  returned  again, 
and  requested  a  person  present  to  take  notice  that  he  gave  up 
the  possession.  When  this  took  place,  Green  removed  noth- 
ing from  the  house,  but  stood  at  the  door  and  said,  that  he  de- 
livered up  the  possession  to  the  defendant ;  and  the  plaintiff 
was  then  in  the  house.  On  the  7th  November ^  1804,  Green 
me  a  writing  under  his  hand  and  seal  to  the  defendant,  ac- 
knowledging himself  to  be  in  possession  of  the  improvements 
of  lot  No.  80.  in  Junius,  which  he  had  sold  to  the  defendant, 
«od  promising  to  deliver  up  the  peaceable  and  quiet  possession 
of  the  same,  to  the  defendant,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  on  the  1st 
at  March  following.  This  instrument  was  not,  in  fact,  execut- 
ed, until  two  or  £ree  weeks  after  its  date,  and  when  it  was 
delivered,  the  defendant  paid  Green  700  dollars.  A  witness 
also  testified,  that  the  plaintiff  told  him,  that  he  believed  that 
Green  had  given  up  the  possession  honestly  to  the  defendant, 
lod  that  the  plaintiff  knew,  when  he  came  there,  that  the  de- 
fendant had  bov^ht  the  property  of  Green,  and  that  he  was 
pat  into  possession  by  Muraford,  and  that  he  did  not  consent 
to  the  defendant's  taking  possession;  that  *the  plaintiff  also 
ttid,  that  he  was  present  when  the  defendant  bought  the  farm 
of  Green  for  850  dollars,  and  that  he  knew  the  place  belonged 
to  the  defendant,  but  that  he  meant  to  be  fiuthful  to  those  who 
put  him  in. 

Tlie  judge  said,  that  unless  the  plaintiff  consented  to  a  non- 
^  he  should  charge  the  jury,  that  the  evidence  produced 
b7  the  defendant  was  suffident  to  support  the  plea  of  liberum 
tcnementum,  and  that  the  same  might  be  given  in  evidence 
under  the  general  issue*  He  then  called  the  plaintiff,  who 
nbmitted  to  a  nonsuit,  with  leave  to  move  for  a  new  trial. 


ALBANT, 
Feb.  1809. 

Hyatt 
Wood* 
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tend  that  there  was  no  evidence  of  a  freehold.  The  deed  from 
Green  to  the  defendant  was  a  mere  transfer  of  the  possession, 
or  improvements:  There  is  no  evidence  that  Green  had,  or 
pretended  to  have,  the  right  of  property.  It  was  the  mere 
claim  of  an  intruder  on  land,  for  the  improvements  he  had 
made  while  in  possession ;  and  the  defendant's  title  consists 
only  in  a  release  to  him  of  all  Greenes  right  and  title  to  these 
"improvements."  No  interest  or  property  in  the  soil  was 
transferred ;  nor  is  there  any  covenant  or  warranty  as  to  a  title. 
It  is  well  known  to  be  a  practice  in  some  parts  of  the  state, 
though  not  warranted  by  law,  to  bargain  and  sell  these  pre- 
tended claims  by  intruders  for  their  improvements.  The  de- 
fendant had  not  the  possession,  or  the  right  of  possession ;  he 
was  the  mere  purchaser  of  a  claim  which  the  law  does  not 
recognize.  He  had  no  right  of  entry,  but  was  a  mere  intruder 
on  the  plaintiff,  who  was  in  the  peaceable  possession  of  the 
land,  and  exercising  various  acts  of  ownership.  If  the  defend- 
ant had  pleaded  Itberum  tenementum,  and  (hat  plea  had  been 
traversed,  he  would  have  been  obliged  to  make  out  his  free- 
hold. 

But,  admitting  that  the  defendant  had  a  right  of  entry,  this 
could  only  justify  a  peaceable  and  formal  entry  on  the  land, 
^or  the  purpose  of  vindicating  his  rights,  and  not  a  violent  and 
forcible  entry.  (3  Black.  Com.  4,  5,  174.)  Private  rights  can 
never  *be  asserted  by  force,  as  it  may  endanger  the  public 
peace.  So,  for  the  purpose  of  a  continual  claim,  a  person  may 
make  a  formal  and  public  entry  on  the  land  which  he  claims, 
in  a  peaceable  manner ;  after  which  he  must  resort  to  his  legal 
remedy.  If  such  an  entry  be  made  by  force,  the  party  against 
whom  the  force  is  used  may  have  his  action  for  damages. 
{Liit.  s.  431.  But  see  note  I.  [Co.  Liti.  257.]  by  Butler.)  The 
statute  against  forcible  entries  and  detainers  was  made  for  pre- 
venting such  a  violent  proceeding.  If  a  party  might  forcibly 
enter  and  turn  out  a  person  who  is  in  possession,  there  would 
be  no  occasion  for  the  action  of  ejectment.  The  party  turned 
out  of  possession  would  have  no  remedy  against  him  who  h^ 
the  title,  and  who  has  asserted  it  by  force.  There  is  a  rad- 
ical distinction  between  a  formal  entry,  in  order  to  lay  the 
foundation  for  an  action  at  law,  and  a  forcible  entry  and  ex- 
pulsion. -A  tretpois  by  a  lessor  will  not  suspend  the  rent, 
though  an  eviction  or  expulsion  of  the  lessee  may  be  pleaded 
to  an  action  for  the  rent.  (I  Saund.  204.  note  2.  Bull.  N.  P. 
165—177.    Cbtrp.  243.)  , 

Again,  possession  is  sufficient  to  maintain  an  action  of  tres- 
pass. The  plaintiflf  had  a  right  of  action  against  the  defend- 
ant for  coming  on  the  land ;  yet  this  is  inconsistent  with  the 
idea,  that  the  defendant  can  have  a  good  defence,  for  the  same 
cause.  The  plaintiff,  being  in  possession  and  claiming  title, 
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may  justify  an  assault  and  battery,  in  defence  of  his  possession. 
(Cro,  Car,  138.  SheviU  v.  Avery,)  The  title  is  inditcement  only 
to  the  defence,  and  is  not  material ;  and  an  inducement  is  not 
traversable,  ^l  Ld.  Raym.  134.  3  Term  Rep.  643.)  If  posses- 
sion, then,  will  justify  an  assault  and  battery  in  defence  of  it, 
it  follows,  that  the  defendant  cannot  justify  his  entry  or  tres- 

Gss :  for  it  is  absurd  to  say,  that  the  attack  and  defence  are 
th  justifiable. 

Can  any  one  enter  and  expel  another,  except  the  person 
who  could  have  maintained  trespass  i  A  disseisee  cannot  main- 
tain trespass,  except  for  the  actual  disseisin,  until  aifler  a  re- 
entry. (BuU.  N.  P.  87.  11  Co.  51.  56.  SBl.  Cam.  209,  210.) 
The  detendant  may  plead  liberum  tenementum  in  justification  of 
a  formal  and  peaceable  entry;  but  not  where  there  is  force. 
Every  trespass  is  stated  to  be  vi  et  armis ;  but  the  defendant 
may  justify  as  to  the  entry,  that  it  was  peaceable,  and  traverse 
any  other  force  alleged. 

*The  plaintiff  ought  not  to  have  been  nonsuited,  for  it  was 
a  fact  for  the  jury  to  decide,  whether  there  was  more  force 
used,  than  was  necessary  to  make  a  formal  entry  on  the  land. 

T.  A.  Hmmei  and  Riker,  contra.  It  is  admitted,  that  a  free- 
hold may  be  given  in  evidence  under  the  general  issue,  but  it 
is  objected,  that  the  defendant  has  not  shown  a  freehold.  The 
defendant  was  in,  under  Greenes  title  ;  and  Green  was  proved 
to  have  been  in  possession  from  1795,  claiming  the  land  as 
his  own.  Possession  ia  prima  facie  evidence  of  a  fee ;  (2  BL 
Com.  290.)  and  all  persons  in  possession  nxe,  prima  facie,  capa- 
ble of  conveying.  The  deed  is  to  the  defendant,  his  heirs  and 
assigns ;  this,  accompanied  by  possession,  is  presumptive  evi- 
dence of  a  fee,  unless  a  minor  title  is  shown. 

The  possession  of  the  plaintiff  was  not  an  adverse  possession, 
(Runnin^ton,  60,  61.  Buller,  N.  P.  104^  for  he  obtained  it 
by  permission  of  Green.  As  the  plaintiff  came  into  posses- 
sion with  the  consent  of  Green,  who  was  the  tenant  of  the  de- 
fendant, he  can  be  considered  in  no  other  light  than  as  a 
tenant  at  sufferance.  If  the  plaintiff  was  a  tenant  at  suffer- 
ance, the  defendant  had  a  right  to  enter  upon  him.  {Wilde  v. 
Cantillon,  1  Johns.  Cases,  123.) 

A  person  who  has  a  title  or  right  of  entry  on  land  may  enter 
with  force,  provided  it  is  not  made  with  that  degree  of  force 
which  would  amount  to  an  indictable  offence.  A  person  can- 
not be  indicted  for  a  bare  trespass,  though  stated  to  be  vi  et 
armis.  Indictments  under  the  statute  against  forcible  entries 
and  detainers,  have  been  frequently  quashed,  where  there  was 
no  evil  or  malicious  intent,  and  the  force  used  was  moderate. 
^3  Burr.  1698.1706,1707,  1731.  1  Caines,  125.  2  Caines,  98.^ 

Blackstone  compares  the  right  of  entry  on  land,  by  the  real 
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ALBANY,     owner,  to  the  right  of  recaption  of  personal  property.     A  pci^ 
Feb.  1809.     ^^^  ^^y  j^takg  f^g  q^^  property  6y  force ;  and  though  he  may 
HfATT       he  liable  for  a  breach  of  the  peace,  yet  no  action  of  trespass 
V.  lies ;  and  if  the  person  who  enters  by  force,  has  a  good  title, 

r  *  1  ^^1       ^^  action  of  trespass  will  lie.     Not  a  precedent  can  be  found 
L  J       for  an  action  of  trespass  in  such  *a  case.     To  maintain  tres- 

pass, there  must  be  not  only  a  possession,  but  a  lawful  posses- 
sion. (6  Bac.  Abr.  566,  567.  Trespass,  (c)  3.  2  Hawlc.  29.  c.  64. 
s.  1,2,  3.  Dali.  Sheriff,  c.  129.)  A  lessee  at  will  cannot  main- 
tain this  action  against  one  who  enters  under  color  of  title. 
At  common  law,  before  the  statute  of  5  Richard  II.  a  party 
disseised  might  recover  his  possession  by  force;  and  the 
statute  of  15  Itichard  II.  relative  to  forcible  entries,  from  which 
our  statute  is  taken,  requires  a  particular  mode  of  proceeding. 
(Co.  lAtt.  257.  a.  note  1.  by  Butler.)  If  the  party  who  has  the 
right,  gains  possession  by  force,  still  he  will  hold  the  posses- 
sion, unless  the  party  dispossessed  proceeds  under  the  statute, 
and  obtains  a  restitution  ;  and  unless  the  party  proceeds  with- 
in three  years,  he  cannot  have  the  benefit  of  a  restitution.  And 
since  the  statute,  in  an  action  of  forcible  entry,  if  the  defend- 
ant shows  a  title  which  is  found  for  him,  all  inquiry  as  to  the 
force  is  dismissed.  (2  Hawk,  c.  64.  s.  3.) 

Wherever  a  title  is  pleaded,  there  is  an  end  to  the  question 
about  possession,  and  the  issue  is  on  the  mere  title.  A  free- 
hold may  be  given  in  evidence  under  the  general  issue ;  and 
every  thing,  on  the  contrary,  may  be  given,  in  evidence,  which 
might  be  replied  to  that  plea.  Then,  what  can  be  replied  to 
a  plea  of  freehold  i  There  are  three  ways  of  replying  to  such 
a  plea:  1.  A  general  traverse.  2.  If  the  plaintiff  derives  title 
under  the  defendant's  freehold,  he  must  admit  the  freehold 
pleaded,  but  insist  on  a  lease,  or  some  title  under  the  defend- 
ant, who  must  then  traverse  the  replication ;  or,  3.  Without 
either  confessing  or  denying  the  plea,  the  plaintiff  may  reply 
a  title  derived  from  a  third  person,  and  inconsistent  with  that 
of  the  defendant.  {WillesU  Rep.  225.  Lambert  v.  Stroother.) 
On  a  traverse  of  the  plea  of  freehold,  no  question,  but  that  of 
title,  can  be  discussed ;  a  possession  cannot  be  given  in  evi- 
dence, or  pleaded.  (Cro.  Car.  123.  Strange,  1288.)  Here  no 
title  was  replied,  but  a  bare  possession.  The  judge  was, 
therefore,  right  in  directing  a  nonsuit. 

HopJcinSy  in  reply,  observed,  that  though  a  tenant  at  sufier- 
ance  might  be  turned  out  by  the  landlord,  or  owner,  yet  a  per- 
son in  possession,  and  claiming  title,  could  not  be  turned  oat 
[•  166  ]  ly  force.;  for,  if  this  could  be  done  in  the  case  *of  a  possession 
for  five  years,  it  might,  also,  be  done  where  there  was  a  pos- 
session for  20  years.  Such  a  doctrine  would  be  very  incon- 
venient and  injurious  in  practice.  But,  allowing  k  formal  and 
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peaceable  entry,  in  order  to  found  an  ejectment  to  try  the  right, 
removes  all  difficulties.  He  cited  9  Weniw.  Pleadings^  49, 
4lc.  109.  118.  ]2d.  133.  251.  266.  324.  326.  for  forms  of 
pleadings  in  similar  cases.  Though  de  injuria  $ua  propria 
cannot  be  replied  as  to  the  title,  yet  it  may  be  replied  as  to 
the  force  and  other  wrongs.  {Lawes,  154.  157.) 

Spencer,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court.  It  is  essen- 
tial to  consider,  in  the  first  place,  the  rights  of  the  parties  in 
the  premises.  The  plaintiff  entered  under  Mwrray  fy  Mum* 
fordy  and  also  by  the  permission  of  Green,  and  whilst  he  was 
in  possession.  Murray  if  Mumford  appear  to  have  no  title  to 
the  lot,  for  none  is  shown.  Green  is  the  only  person  who  ap- 
pears to  have  had  any  interest  in  it,  and  that  is  a  possession 
for  nearly  ten  years.  As  against  all  but  the  rightful  owner, 
GreenU  possessory  interest  must  prevail.  By  the  deed  of  the 
7th  of  November y  1804,  the  defendant  became  clothed  with  all 
OreenU  right,  of  whatsoever  kind  it  might  be ;  and,  by  the 
instrument  of  that  date,  Green  acknowledged  that  he  held  the 
improvements  sold  to  the  defendant,  and  promised  to  yield  up 
possession  to  the  defendant  on  the  1st  of  March  after.  Thus 
Green  virtually  became  the  tenant  of  the  defendant,  until  the 
first  of  March,  and,  after  that  day,  he  became  a  tenant  at  suf- 
ferance. (2  BL  Com,  150.)  Tenancy  at  sufferance  is  defined 
by  Blaekstcne  to  exist,  where  one  comes  into  possession  of  land, 
by  lawful  title,  but  keeps  it  afterwards,  without  any  title  at  all. 
la  the  present  case,  the  continuance  of  Green  in  possession,  af- 
ter his  sale  to  the  defendant,  under  an  agreement  to  yield  it  up 
OD  a  precise  day,  -brings  him  within  the  spirit  of  this  definition ; 
and  his  remaining  in,  after  the  1st  of  march,  was  without  any 
title,  and,  consequently,  he  must,  from  that  period,  be  regarded 
as  in  by  the  sufferance  of  the  defendant.  It  is  a  most  salutary 
priociple,  that  a  person  holding  the  possession  of  lands  for  an- 
other, cannot,  by  his  firaudulent  acts  in  derogation  of  the  rights 
of  *the  landlord,  chanse  or  control  those  rijpits.  It  is  evident 
in  thi»  case,  that  the  plaintiff  did  acquire  his  possession  bv  the 
connivance  of  Green,  and  with  a  view,  on  the  part  of  both,  to 
<iefeat  the  defendant's  possessory  title,  acquired  at  an  anterior 
period,  for  a  valuable  consideration,  and  bona  fide.  It  is  also 
apparent  to  me,  that  the  plaintiff's  title,  \mAor  Murray  fy  Mum^ 
ford,  ia  merely  colorable,  and  that  he,  in  fact,  gained  nothing 
from  them ;  aind  that  the  plaintiff  must  be  considered  as  having 
acquired  his  possession  under  Green.  Consequently,  he  stcmds 
precisely  in  his  place,  and  must  be  regarded  as  a  tenant  at 
mfferance,  since  he  entered  before  the  1st  of  March,  by  Green's 
permission,  and  continued  in  after  Greenes  right  to  the  posses- 
sion was  at  an  end.  If  this  view  of  the  subject  be  correct,  as 
it  appears  to  me  to  be,  then  the  case  of  ffildes  v.  Cantillon 
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(1  Johns,  Casesj  123.)  is  in  point.  It  was,  in  that  ceatf  de- 
termined by  this  court,  that  a  tenant  at  sufierance  could  not 
maintain  trespass  against  his  landlord  ;  for,  as  against  him,  be 
has  no  legal  right  of  possession  on  which  to  found  the  action. 
If,  however,  the  plaintiff  is  not  to  be  regarded  as  a  tenant  at 
sufferance,  still  I  think  the  nonsuit  was  correct.  Tr^pass  is 
a  possessory  action,  founded  merely  on  the  possession,  and  it 
is  not  at  all  necessary  that  the  right  should  come  in  question. 
{fVilles^s  Rep.  221.)  If,  therefore,  the  defendant  can  show 
himself  entitled  to  the  land  itself,  or  to  the  possession,  he  can- 
not be  rendered  responsible  to  a  person  having  neither  a  right 
to  the  land,  nor  to  the  possession.     In  this  case  it  cannot  be 

f>retended,  that  the  plaintiff  has  any  right  or  interest  in  the 
and,  or  the  possession.  He  has  certainly  nothing  more  than 
a  naked  possession;  whereas  the  defendant  is  clothed  with 
Green's  title,  which  is  a  possessory  title  of  at  least  nearly  ten 
years'  standing.  It  may  be  laid  down  as  an  axiom,  that  no 
man  can  recover  upon  a  claim>  of  right  to  property  against  bb- 
other,  whose  rights  to  the  subject  matter  are  superior  to  those 
of  the  person  so  claiming  damages  for  a  violation  of  his  sup- 
posed rights.  At  common  law,  and  prior  to  the  statutes  to  pre- 
vent forcible  entries,  wherever  a  right  of  entry  existed,  the  dis- 
seisee might  lawfully  regain  the  possession  *by  force.  {2  Hawk. 
c«  64.)  In  a  case,  bearing  analogy  to  the  present,  of  per- 

sonal property,  ithe  right  of  recaption  exists,  with  the  caution 
that  it  be  not  exercised  riotously,  or  by  a  breach  of  the  peace ; 
for  should  these  accompany  the  act,  the  party  would  then  be 
answerable  criminally ;  but  the  riot  or  force  would  not  confer 
a  right  on  a  person  who  had  none,  nor  would  tliey  subject  the 
owner  of  the  chattel  to  a  restoration  of  it  to  one  who  was  not 
the  owner.     With  respect  to  real  property,  the  owner,  having 
a  right  of  entry,  may,  since  the  statutes,  enter  peaceably  upon 
one  who  is  in  possession  without  right,  by  the  very  terms  of 
those  statutes.  (3  Term  Rep.  292.   3  BL  Com.  174.)  If  the 
entry  in  such  case^be  with  a  strong  hand,  or  a  multitude  of 
people,  it  is  an  offence,  for  which  the  party  entering  must  an- 
swer criminally ;  but  it  would  be  an  absurdity  to  say,  that  he 
must  also  be  responsible  in  damages,  as  for  an  injury  to  the 
person  who  has  no  right,  but  is  himself  a  wrong^^loer,  in  con-: 
sequence  of  his  illegal  entry.     In  the  case  of  MDougal  v. 
Sitcher  and  another,  (1  Johns.  Rep.  44.)  the  entry  was  con- 
sidered peaceable,  and  therefore  justifiable  on  the  part  of  the 
owner ;  but  Mr.  Justice  Livingston^  in  delivering  the  opinion 
of  the  court,  very  justly  observed,  that,  if  the  entry  had  been 
by  breach  of  the  peace,  the  defendants  might,  perhaps,  have 
been  indicted,  but  this  would  not  have  rendered  the  defend- 
ants trespassers  a^inst  a  party  who  had  no  longer  any  inter- 
est in  the  locus  %n  quo.     In  the  case  of  Taunton  v.  Costar, 
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(7  Term  Rep,  431.)  the  defendant,  who  was  a  tenant  from 
year  to  year,  held  over,  after  proper  notice  to  quit,  and  the 
landlord  entered  upon  him,  Lord  Kenyan  observed,  that  the 
case  was  too  plain  for  argument.  ''  If,  indeed,"  said  his  lord- 
ship, '^  the  landlord  had  entered  with  a  strong  hand  to  dispos- 
sess the  tenant  by  force,  he  might  have  been  indicted  for  a 
forcible  entry ;  but  there  can  be  no  doubt  of  his  right  to  enter 
upon  the  land  at  the  expiration  of  the  term."  The  same  prin- 
ciple is  recognized  by  Runningtan  and  Dalion.  {Runningion, 
60,61.  Dab,  c,  129.)  I  am  warranted,  therefore,  in  concluding, 
that,  though  the  statutes  of  forcible  entry  and  detainer  have  so 
fiur  altered  the  common  law,  as  to  render  persons  having  a  right 
of  entry,  indictable  as  for  breach  of  the  peace,  in  entering 
forcibly ;  *yet,  as  respects  the  civil  remedy,  it  remains  as  it 
was  before  the  passing  of  the  statutes;  and,  consequently, 
where  the  party  entering  has  a  right  to  the  possession,  he  can- 
not be  made  answerable  in  damages  to  a  party  who  has  no 
right,  and  is  himself  a  tort-feoior.  If  other  considerations  were 
necessary  to  illustrate  the  correctness  of  this  position,  they, 
would  be  found  by  a  reference  to  the  pleadings  in  actions  of 
trespass.  It  cannot,  I  think,  be  controverted,  that  if,  in  an 
action  of  trespass  qnare  clauswn  fregity  the  defendant  shall 
plead  liberum  tenementum,  (9  Went.  99.  101.  ISO.  124.  133. 
185.  101.)  the  plaintiff  must  either  traverse*  the  title  set  up,  or, 
by  a  replication  admitting  the  source  of  the  derivative  title, 
state  a  title  in  himself  paramount  to  that  of  the  defendant ;  but 
in  no  case,  where  the  defendant  sets  up  a  title,  can  the  plaintiff 
reply  de  iryuria  sua  propria  alone.  (Latoesy  154.)  If  the 
defence  set  up  be  matter  of  excuse,  as  contradistinguished 
from  matter  of  justification,  then  a  replication  de  injuria  sua 
propria  puts  the  excuse  in  issue,  (a) 


ALBANY, 
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(a)  PUtmb  ▼.  JifCrea,  12  Johns.  Rep,  491.  Strong  t.  SmiXh^  3  Caines's  Rep, 
164.  Httnnen  t.  Edes,  15  Mats,  Rep.  347.  Cqfin  r.  BasseU,  2  Pick.  Rep.  3^. 
JfesU  T.  ClamUee,  7  Harr.  ^  Johns.  272.  When  the  plea  consists  of,  or  com- 
prises matter  of  tUU  or  interest  in  the  land,  or  the  commandment  of  another, 
or  oMthority  of  laWf  or  authority  in  fact,  derived  from  the  opposite  party, 
or  matter  <^  record^  in  any  of  these  cases,  the  replication  de  injuria  is  generally 
improper ;  and  the  traverse  of  any  of  these  matters  shonld  be  in  the  common* 
finm,  that  is,  in  the  words  of  the  allegation  traversed.  Steph,  on  Pleading,  204. 
(Sd  Am,  edit.)  To  a  plea  of  liberum  tenementumf  the  plaintiff  cannot  reply  de 
tmmria,Ac.  Hpatt  v.  Wood,  A  Johns.  R^.  150.  See  1  OUU.  Plead.  312.  (5th  Am. 
M.  183ti.)  It  has  been  decided  in  Jfew  Hampshire,  that  where  the  defendant, 
in  in  action  for  assault  and  battery,  flended  son  assault  demesne,  and  the  plaintiff 
replied  de  injuria  sua,  &c.,  upon  which  issue  was  Joined,  it  was  competent  for 
the  plaintiff  to  show,  that  the  assault  which  the  defendant  made  was  excessive. 
Cms  V.  Carson,  2  Aete  ffamp.  Rep.  530.  The  court,  however,  observed  that,  in 
such  a  case,  a  new  assignment  was  a  more  technical  and  proper  answer  to  a 
plea  of  son  assault  demesne  than  a  replication  de  if^uria.  See  also  Hannen 
V.  Ekles,  15  Mass.  Rep,  347.  Where  the  plea  contains  matter  of  record, 
not  merely  inducement,  which  is  denied,  tne  replication  should  not  be  de 
b^uria,  but  nul  tiel  record,     1  ChiU.  Plead.  526.      See  AUen  v.  Crqfut,  7  Cote. 
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ALBANY,         If,  in  trespass,  the  plaintiff  might  admit  die  title,  and  go 
_^^;Jf^  for  the  force,  there  woald  be  found  some  precedent  of  siich 
pleadings ;  and  the  want  of  sach  a  precedent  is  a  strong  argu- 
ment against  the  plaintiflTs  recovering,  in  the  present  case,  for 
acts  done  by  a  person  who  has  the  best  possessory  title. 

I  have  hitherto  considered  the  defendant  as  having  entered 
on  the  plaintiff's  possession  with  force.  The  facts  do  not  war- 
rant the  idea,  that  there  was  an  assault  and  battery  committed 
on  the  plaintiff,  but  this  act  surely  would  not  naturally  produce 
,  a  dispossession.  For  aught  I  see,  the  entry  was  peaceable; 
but  if  it  were  otherwise,  on  principle,  I  think  the  defendant 
has  done  no  wrong  to  the  plaintiff's  rights,  for  he  had  none. 
It  has  been  strongly  urged,  that  this  doctrine  tends  to  tumult 
and  violence,  which  the  law  ought  not  to  countenance;  but 
sufficient  restraints  will  be  found  in  the  remedy  by  indictment, 
and  in  the  liberality  with  which  jurors  will  give  dunages  where 
a  wrong-doer  undertakes  to  enter  without  right.  In  one  point 
of  view,  the  doctrine  is  salutary,  inasmuch  as  it  will  lessen  the 
[  *  160]  inducements,  afforded  ^by  legal  delays,  to  the  unjust  acquisi- 
tion of  the  possession  of  real  property.  But  with  arguments 
ab  iiiconvenienti^  the  court  has  no  ccmcern,  if  the  law  is,  as  I 
think  it  to  be,  so  settled.  It  was  supposed,  that  the  decision 
of  this  court,  in  a  case  between  the  same  parties,  (3  Jokm. 
Rep,  239.)  had,  in  effect,  decided  the  present  questi(»i ;  but, 
by  reference  to  that  case,  it  will  be  seen,  that  the  only  point 
there  was,  whether  it  was  proper  to  grant  a  new  trial  in  an 
action  for  an  assault  and  battery,  where,  at  all  events,  the 
damages  must  be  small.  The  court  do  say,  in  that  case,  that 
the  principle  stated  by  the  judge  was  incorrect ;  but,  admitting 
it  to  be  so  in  that  case,  it  is  a  non  sequitur^  that,  in  an  action 
for  a  redress  of  a  supposed  injury  to  the  property  itself,  it  would 
also  be  incorrect.  The  judge  there  stated,  that  a  party  having 
the  right  of  possession,  had  a  right  to  enter  on  the  party  in 
possession,  and  use  such  force  as  was  necessary  to  expel  him. 
Very  different  considerations  are  applicable  to  an  action  for  an 
assault  and  battery,  and  an  action  of  trespass  quare  clatunm 
/regit.  In  an  action  for  the  personal  injury,  the  defendant, 
who  is  not  in  possession,  cannot  justify  an  entry  and  the  exer- 
cise of  personal  violence ;  but  in  an  action  for  an  injury  to  the 

R^.  46.  Chreen  v.  Oterin^ion,  16  Johns.  Rq>.  55.  There  axe  also  many  caset, 
in  which,  though  the  rephcation  de  injuria  might  not  be  objectionable  upon 
demurrer,  still  it  would  be  improper  to  adopt  it ;  and  it  may  be  necessary,  in  effect, 
to  confess  and  avoid  the  plea^  as  in  the  case  of  assault  first  committed  by  the 
plaintiff,  which  he  can'  iustify ;  and  in  an  action  for  false  imprisonment,  where 
the  defendant  justifies  the  commitment  as  a  maffistrate  for  a  bailable  otfence,  in 
consequence  of  an  information  upon  oath,  the  plaintiff,  under  the  general  repli- 
cation de  injuria  sua  propria,  cannot  give  evioence  of  a  tender  and  refusal  of 
bail,  but  ought  to  reply  that  maitter  specially.  1  Chitt.  Plead,  (5tkJim,  ed.  18S8.) 
SI  W.  Black.  R^.im, 
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land  itself,  he  nay  just^  the  force  as  respects  the  possession,     albant, 
In  ewerj  point  of  view  in  which  this  case  can  be  considered,  I  ^  ^^  ^• 
remain  of  the  opinion,  that  the  nonsuit  was  right;  and  such  is 
the  opinion  of  the  court  -^ 

Rule  refused. 


•Jackson,  ex  dem.  Hardenbergh  and  others,  against     [  *  161  ] 

Jacobus  Schoonmaker. 

* 

THIS  was  an  action  of  ejectment  for  land,  in  the  town  of  The  certificate 
Rochester,  in  the  county  of  tjhter.  The  cause  was  tried  at  the  ^ijjj^^^^  **' 
last  Ulster  circuit,  before  Mr.  Justice  Van  Ness  and  a  special  memofaJfoed, 
jury.     Eight  of  the  jurors  had  been  on  a  view  of  the  premises.  |^^  **lI**^o* 

The  plaintiiT  gsve  in  evidence  a  patent  to  Beekman  and  conclusive;  but 
others,  dated  25th  June,  1703,  called  the  Rochester  patent ;  and  ^^^^^^ 
a  deed  from  Htnd,  RoseTcrans,  Jacob  De  Witt,  and  Jacobus  may  contest  it« 
Wynkoop,  trustees  of  the  town  of  Rochester,  to  Leonard  Cole,  fo^^c  w'd^^w* 
senior,  dated  the  18th  November,  1714,  which  was  proved,  the  oVthe  fonnai 
12th  December,  1750,  before  a  judge  of  the  county,  by  the  P«^''(«) 
acknowledgment  of  one  of  the  grantors,  and  by  his  oath  that 
the  other  grantors,  who  were  dead,  had  duly  executed  the  deed, 
as  trustees.     This  deed,  by  virtue  of  the  certificate  of  the  proof 
endorsed  thereon  by  the  judge,  was  recorded  on  the  same  day, 
in  the  county. 

The  defendant's  counsel  objected  to  the  admission  of  the 
deed  as  evidence,  because,  as  there  was  no  evidence  of  a  pos- 
session accompanying  the  deed,  it  could  not  be  received  as  an 
ancient  deed ;  and  also  offered  to  prove  that  Jacob  De  Witt, 
one  of  the  grantors  in  the  deed,  at  the  time  he  made  the  ac- 
knowledgment certified  on  the  deed,  by  virtue  of  which  it  was 
recorded,  was  non  compos  mentis ;  but  the  judge  rejected  the 
evidence,  and  admitted  the  deed  to  be  read  in  evidence.  The 
plaintiff  also  gave  in  evidence  a  deed  from  Leonard  Cole,  jun. 
the  son  and  heir  of  Leonard  Cole,  sen.  to  Jehosaphat  Dtwois, 
dated  30th  October,  1751 ;  the  will  of  Jehosaphat  Dubois,  dated 
the  4th  September,  1757,  devising  his  estate  to  his  wife  for  life, 
with  remainder  to  his  three  daughters.     J.  Dubois  died  the  12th 


la)  Jackson  ▼.  Perkint,  t  Wend,  Rep,  506. 
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September,  1757,  and  his  wife  in  1792 :  one  of  the  daughters 
died  in  the  life-time  of  her  mother,  without  issue.  The  other 
♦daughters,  who  are  lessors  of  the  plaintiff,  were  married  be- 
fore the  death  of  their  father,  and  have  so  continued. 

From  the  opinion  delivered  by  the  court,  it  is  unnecessary 
to  state  the  rest  of  the  evidence  in  the  case,  or  to  detail  the 
numerous  facts  which  related  to  the  location  of  the  premises. 
On  the  motion  to  set  aside  the  verdict,  several  points  were 
raised  by  the  counsel,  and  which,  on  the  argument  of  the  cause, 
were  discussed  at  length ;  but  it  is  requisite  only  to  state  the 
argument  on  the  single  point,  as  to  the  conclusiveness  of  the 
proof  of  the  deed  to  Leonard  Cole,  senior. 

E.  Williams^  Rudd,  and  L,  Elmendorfy  for  the  defendant 
The  proof  of  a  deed  before  a  judge,  is  prima  facie  evidence 
only.  It  would  be  extremely  dangerous  to  allow  these  certifi- 
cates of  acknowledgment,  or  proof  of  deeds  to  be  conclusive. 
It  is  well  known  that  many  certificates  of  the  proof  of  deeds 
for  lands  in  the  military  tract  have  been  forged.  The  fact  of 
the  proof  may  be  controverted,  and  the  facts  certified  may  also 
be  contested.  The  identity  of  the  grantor  may  be  disputed,  or 
his  infancy  may  be  shown.  The  judge  who  takes  the  proof 
acts  as  a  ministerial  officer,  and  ex  parte.  In  case  of  ti  fine,  or 
other  conclusive  acknowledgment,  it  is  done  in  open  court,  and 
the  taking  of  it  is  bl  judicial  act,  and  matter  of  record. 

J.  TallmaJge  and  Sud^m,  contra.  The  judge  is  no  more  a 
ministerial  officer,  than  a  commissioner  to  take  the  acknowledg- 
ment of  a  fine.  Be'ing  a  judicial  officer,  his  acts,  are  to  be  con- 
sidered as  judicial.  Res  judicata  pro  veriiate  accipitur.  All  acts 
which  the  judge  certifies  as  done  by  himself,  must  be  consider- 
ed as  done,  and  being  a  matter  of  record  by  a  judge,  are  to  be 
deemed  conclusive.  Every  judicial  act  must  be  intended  to  be 
rightly  done.  Where  a  fine  is  once  acknowledged,  either  be- 
fore a  court,  or  commissioners,  no  averment  will  afterwards  be 
received  of  any  legal  disability  of  the  co^isor,  as  thtit  he  was 
an  idiot,  lunatic,  or  non  compos  mentis,  (Cruisers  Dig.  tit.  35. 
ch.  V.  s.  33.  See  also  s.  6,  7,  8.  and  tit.  36.  ch.  viii.  s.  17,  18. 
2  Leo.  159.  Keble,480,  Dyer,222.  4  Co.  124.  12  Co.  112.  124. 
1  Sid,  321.  10  Co.  42.  10  Co.  106.  Hob.  225.)  It  would  be 
extremely  inconvenient,  after  a  deed  has  been  recorded  ♦above 
50  years,  that  the  certificate  or  act  of  the  judge  should  be  im- 
peached, and  the  record  be  thereby  invalidated. 

Per  Curiam.  The  acknowledgment  and  proof  of  deeds  is 
merely  for  the  purpose  of  recording  them,  and  is  not  conclusive 
on  the  opposite  party.  The  proof  or  acknowledgment  is, 
necessarily,  ex  parte ;  and  the  party  who  is  to  be  affected  by 
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the  deed,  ought,  at  any  time,  to  be  allowed  to  question  its 
Taliditv,  and  the  force  and  efiect  of  the  formal  proof.  To  con- 
sider the  certificate  of  the  judge  as  conclusive  on  this  subject, 
would  produce  manifest  injustice.  As  there  was  a  misdirection 
of  the  judge  in  refusing  the  evidence  offered  to  rebut  the  proof 
of  the  deed  to  Cole^  which  was  taken  in  1750,  we  think  there 
ought  to  be  a  new  trial  with  costs,  to  abide  the  event  of  the 
suit  We  give  no  opinion  on  the  location  of  the  deed,  which 
has  been  so  much  contested. 

New  trial  granted,  (a) 

(a)S.  C.  2  Johns.  Rep.  230, 


ALBANY, 
Feb.  1809. 


Jackson, ^or  dem.  Winthrop,  against  Ingraham. 

THIS  was  an  action  of  ejectment  for  lands,  in  Chazy,  in  the 
county  of  Clinton.  A  verdict  was  taken  for  the  plaintiff,  sub- 
ject to  the  opinion  of  the  court,  on  a  case  which  the  counsel 
were  several  hours  in  reading,  but  the  material  facts  contained 
in  it,  are  as  follows :  At  the  trial,  the  plaintiff  produced  letters 
patent  from  the  colonial  government  of  the  province  of  New- 
York  to  Elkanah  Dean,  dated  the  11th  July,  1769,  for  a  tract 
of  land,  lying  on  the  west  side  oi  Lake  Champlain,  in  the  then 
county  of  Albany,  containing  13,500  acres ;  and  also  for  an 
island  in  the  lake  called  Grand  hie,  containing  16,500  acres. 
Under  this  patent,  which  included  the  premises  in  question,  the 
lessor  of  the  plaintiff  *derived  his  title.  The  premises  in  ques- 
tion are  situated  south  of  the  river  St.  Lawrence,  and  of  the 
45th  degree  of  north  latitude.  It  was  admitted  that  the  lessor, 
in  1805,  had  sold  lands  within  this  patent,  to  several  persons, 
who  are  in  possession  under  such  sales. 

The  defendant  produced  a  grant  from  the  French  govern- 
ment in  Canada,  issued  by  Charles  Marquis  de  Beauhamois, 
ind  Giles' Hocquart,  at  Quebec,  the  11th  April,  1733,  to  Sieur 
Megion  de  la  Gauchetiere,  a  captain  of  marines,  for  a  tract  of 
land,  two  leagues  in  front,  and  three  leagues  in  depth,  along 
Lake  Chammain,  beginning  from  the  corner  of  the  seignory 
granted  to  the  Sieur  rean,  with  the  title  of  Fief  and  Seignory, 
with  the  various  rights  annexed  to  such  seignories,  on  condition 
of  paying  homage  at  the  castle  of  St,  Louis,  at  Quebec,  &c.  &c. 
according  to  the  cust6m  of  Parts,  observed  in  the  same  prov- 
ince ;  and  reserving  mines,  minerals,  and  Icmd  for  roads,  forts, 
&c.    This  grant  was  ratified  the  8th  o(  February,  1735. 
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This  coon  wiJI 
not  take  notice 
of  claims  to 
lauds  within  this 
state,  under 
enuits  made  by 
tne  French  gov- 
eraroentiuCoii- 
ada,  prior  to  the 
treaty  between 
Great  Britain 
and  France,  in 
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most,  but  equit 
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or  a  legal  title, 
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court  of  law, 
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former  colonial 
government  of 
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sembly .in  1773, 
to  be  wholly  on 
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IiroRABAir. 


[*165] 


The  defendant  also  produced  the  articles  of  capitulation  be 
tween  General  Amherst,  commander  in  chief  of  the  British 
forces  in  North  America,  and  the  Marquis  de  Vaudre%til,  goT- 
emor  and  lieutenant-general  of  Canada,  dated  at  Montreal,  the 
8th  September,  1760.  By  the  dlth  article  of  this  capitulation, 
the  lords  of  manors,  the  miUtary  and  civil  officers,  in  town  and 
country,  are  preserved  in  the  entire  and  peaceable  property 
and  possession  of  all  their  goods,  estates,  and  effects,  movable, 
and  immovable ;  and  with  hberty  to  keep,  sell,  or  let  them  to 
the  French  or  English,  to  receive  the  produce  of  them  in  specie, 
bills  of  exchange,  or  otherwise,  whenever  they  shall  think 
proper  to  go  to  France,  paying  freight  according  to  the  26th 
article. 

By  the  fourth  article  of  the  treaty  of  Paris,  dated  the  10th 
February,  1763,  Canada,  and  all  its  dependencies,  is  renounced 
by  the  king  of  France,  and  ceded  in  full  right  to  (xreat  Britain. 
Great  Britain,  on  her  part,  grants  to  the  inhabitants  of  Canada, 
the  free  enjoyment  of  their  religion,  and  that  the  subjects  of 
the  king  of  France  may  retire  *with  entire  freedom  and  safety, 
whenever  they  think  proper,  and  may  sell  their  estates,  pro- 
vided it  be  to  the  subjects  of  the  king  of  Great  Britain,  and 
may  emigrate  with  their  effects,  without  restraint,  except  for 
debts  and  crimes ;  and  the  period  of  such  emigration  is  limited 
to  18  months,  to  be  computed  from  the  day  of  the  exchange  oi 
the  ratification  of  the  treaty. 

The  plaintiff  then  produced  copies  from  the  minutes  of  the 
governor  and  council  of  New-  York,  at  a  court  held  at  Fort 
George,  in  the  city  of  New- York,  the  2ist  October,  1768,  from 
which  it  appeared,  that  by  an  order  of  the  king  and  council,  on 
the  i2th  August,  1768,  the  king  approved  and  confirmed  the 
agreement  between  Sir  Henry  Moore,  governor  of  New-  York, 
and  the  commander  in  chief  of  the  province  of  Canada,  for  fix- 
ing the  division  line,  between  the  two  provinces,  at  the  45th 
degree  of  north  latitude,  conformable  to  the  limit  laid  down  by 
the  king's  proclamation  of  October,  1763,  "provided  that 
nothing  therein  contained,  should  extend  to  affect  his  majesty's 
new  suUects,  having  possessions  under  proper  titles,  or  those 
tracts  of  land  on  the  south  side  of  this  line,  the  dominion  of 
which  was  not  disputed,  on  the  part  of  the  crowil  of  Great 
Britain ;  and  provided,  also,  that  the  determination  shall  not 
operate  wholly,  to  deprive  his  majesty's  new  subjects,  of  siuch 
concessions  on  the  south  side  of  the  said  line,  on  which  thej 
may  have  made  actual  settlement  and  improvements,  althou^ 
the  lands  may  have  been  disputed  by  the  crown  of  Great  Brit- 
ain; but  that  such  possessors  shall  be  entitled  to  so  much  ot 
the  said  concessions,  as  shall  be  proportioned  to  the  improve- 
ments, at  the  rate  of  50  acres  for  every  3  acres  of  improve- 
ments, provided  they  shaH  take  out  grants  for  the  same,  under 
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the  seal  of  the  province  of  New-Tork^  subject  to  the  usual 
quit-rents ;  and  provided,  also,  that  the  grant  to  no  one  person 
shall  exceed  20,000  acres." 

By  order  of  the  governor  and  council  of  the  province  oi 
Netp-Torky  made  the  14th  August,  1771,  it  was  ordered,  that  a 
.  proclamation  issue,  notifying  to  all  persons,  holding,  *or  laying 
chum,  under  titles  derived  from  the  government  of  France^ 
while  in  possession  of  Canada,  to  any  lands  upon  Lake  Cham- 
plain,  northward  of  Crovm  Point,  and  to  the  southward  of  the 
45th  de^ee  of  north  latitude,  to  transmit  to  the  secretary's 
office,  of  the  province,  within  three  months  from  the  date  ot 
the»order,  exemplifications  of  the  original  grants^  together  with 
satisfactory  evidence  of  the  situation  of  the  lands,  therein  men- 
tioned, and  of  the  solidity  of  the  titles  of  the  claimants  thereof, 
at  the  time  of  the  surrender  of  Canada  to  the  crown  of  Great 
Britain,  to  the  end,  that  the  government  of  the  province  might 
be  enabled  to  give  the  claims  under  such  French  grants,  the 
attention  they  should  appear  to  merit.  On  the  25th  Avgust, 
1771,  the  governor  o( Neio-Tork  wrote  to  the  commander  in 
chief  in  Gxnada^  enclosing  a  copy  of  his  proclamation,  made 
pursuant  to  the  order  of  the  council  of  the  Idth  of  the  same 
month. 

It  also  appeared  from  the  minutes  of  the  council,  that  in 
December,  1771,  the  commander  in  chief  of  the  province  of 
Canada  transmitted  to  the  governor  of  the  province  of  New- 
Tark,  abstracts  taken  from  die  public  register,  deposited  with 
the  secretary  of  the  province  of  Canada,  which  were  closely 
searched,  containing  the  grantees'  names,  those  of  the  new 
proprietors,  the  dates  of  the  grants,  and  of  their  ratifications, 
those  granted  en  seigneurie,  and  those  en  ruture,  (in  socage,) 
and  copies  of  the  French  king's  edicts  and  declarations,  rela- 
tive to  grants  of  lands  which  had  the  form  of  law.  From  these 
it  appeared  that  the  governor  and  intendant,  or  in  case  of 
their  death  or  absence,  those  who  executed  their  offices,  had 
the  power  of  granting  lands,  to  be  ratified  by  the  king  in 
twelve  months,  and  were  the  sole  Judges,  in  case  of  a  reunion 
to  the  royal  demesne,  where  the  grantors  had  not  complied 
with  the  conditions  of  their  grants,  which  reunion,  however, 
did  not  take  place  until  after  a  hearing  upon  legal  process, 
issued  at  the  instance  of  the  king's  attorney-general.  A  sen- 
tence of  reunion  of  several  grants,  made  on  Ltoke  Champlain, 
by  Governor  Beauhamois,  and  the  intendant,  Hoc^uart,  dated 
the  *lOth  May,  1741,  appeared  among  the  papers,  m  the  regis- 
ter office,  but  no  complete  reunion  of  grants  of  lands  in  that 
part,  subsequent  to  that  period. 

On  the  6th  of  January,  1772,  a  committee  appointed  by  the 
governor  and  council  of  the  province  of  New-  York,  and  to 
whom  was  referred  the  papers  relative  to  the  French  claims  to 
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lands  on  hake  Chamj^laiuy  presented  their  report,  {a)  in  which 
they  express  their  opinion,  that  the  governor  *mignt  issue  pa- 
tents for  the  lands  southward  of  Crovm  Pointy  and  to  lands 

(a)  The  report  of  the  committee  is  aa  followi :  "  That  soon  after  hiv  majesty 
was  pleased,  W  his  royal  proclamation  of  the  7th  October,  1763,  to  declare  thie 
45th  degree  of  northern  latitude  to  be  the  boundary  between  this  and  the  prov  * 
ince  of  Quebec,  divers  tracts  of  land  were  granted  under  the  great  seal  m  this 
province,  to  the  northward  of  Crown  Point,  on  both  sides  the  Lake  Champlainj 
and  chiefly  to  the  reduced  officers  and  soldiers,  claiming  his  majesty's  bounty, 
graciously  promised  by  that  proclamation ;  that  Sir  Henry  Moore,  and  M.  Carl- 
ton,  the  governors  of  the  two  provinces,  fixed  the  place  or  latitude  of  45,  by  ac- 
tual observation,  near  the  north  end  of  the  lake,  in  the  month  of  September, 
1767 ;  and  that  on  the  12th  of  August,  1768,  his  majesty  was  pleased  to  declare 
his  approbation  in  priv]^  council,  and  to  direct  in  favor  of  his  new  Canadian 
subjects,  that  nothing  in  the  order  of  that  date  contained,  should  BfGfci  the 
property  of  such  as  had  possessions,  under  proper  titles  of  lands,  on  the  south 
side  of  the  line,  the  dominion  of  which  was  not  disputed  on  the  part  of  the 
crown  of  Great  Britain ;  and  that  the  said  determination  should  not  operate 
wholljT,  to  deprive  tliem  of  such  concessions,  on  the  south  side  of  the  said  line, 
wherein  thev  had  made  actual  settlements  and  improvements,  although  the  said 
line  mi^ht  nave  been  disputed  by  the  crown  of  Great  Britain  ;  but  that  they 
should  be  entitled  to  so  much  of  the  said  concessions  as  should  be  proportionate 
to  their  improvements,  at  the  rate  of  fifty  acres  for  every  three  that  were  im- 
proved, with  proviso  that  grants  shouldT  be  sued  out,  under  the  seal  of  Aeio- 
York,  subject  to  the  usual  quit-rents,  and  that  a  grant  to  one  person  should  not 
exceed  20,000  acres.  The  committee  have  examined  the  council  books,  and 
cannot  discover  that  the  government  of  Quebec  ever  gave  the  least  intimation 
to  this  province,  of  any  French  grants  upon  Lake  Champiain,  neither  before  nor 
after  the  said  order  of  August,  1 768,  until  excited  thereunto  by  your  excellency's 
late  proclamation ;  nor  is  there  any  entry  to  be  found  of  any  notification  of  such 
claim,  by  private  persons,  nor  even  of  any  application*  for  anv  grant,  or  confirm- 
ation, under  this  government,  for  lands  granted  in  Canada,  before  the  surrender 
of  that  country.  The  committee  therefore  conceive  that  it  was  a  natural  and 
reasonable  presumption,  either  that  there  was  no  such  French  grants,  or  that  the 
grantees,  and  their  assigns,  considered  them  as  invalid,  and  perhaps  forfeited  to 
5ie  French  crown,  before  the  conquest,  or  that  they  declinecl  the  acceptance  of 
British  confirmations,  subject  to  quit-rents,  and  new  patent  charges,  mtending 
to  set  them  up  as  sufficient,  under  tlie  articles  of  capitulation,  in  the  courts  of 
law,  upon  the  supposition  tJiat  they  were  within  the  ancient  dominions  of  the 
crown  of  France;  and  agreeably  Inereto,  this  government  began  again  to  grant 
lands  in  that  quarter,  and  continued  the  practice,  until  your  excellency  was 
pleasedvto  communicate  to  the  council  his  majesty's  5Cth  instruction,  prohibiting 
patents  for  lands,  to  the  northward  of  Crown  Point,  claimed  under  French  titles ; 
and  if  the  late  grants  of  this  province  are  detrimental  to  these  claimants,  the 
committee  are  of  opinion,  that  the  blame  falls  upon  themselves,  as  it  is  owing 
to  their  neglecting  to  give  the  information,  naturally  to  be  exoected,  if  they  in- 
tended to  submit  to,  and  take  advantage  of,  the  royal  order  or  the  12th  Jht^ust, 
1768.  The  committee  observe,  that  among  the  papers  now  transmitted  Trom 
Quebec,  there  are  no  Freneh  concessions  and  ratifications  of  any  of  the  lands 
mentioned  in  the  list  of  those  said  to  be  granted  en  roture,  nor  fdr  several  of 
these  on  the  list  sngneuries,  besides  tliose  specified  in  Mr.  Cramache's  letter,  to 
your  excellency ;  nor  is  there  a  single  petition  sent,  or  preferred  by  either  of 
those  claimants,  for  a  confirmation  under  this  province,  of  any  of  their  grants, 
which  is  the  more  extraordinary,  as  your  excellency's  proclamation  required  a 
full  exhibition  of  their  titles,  and  the  crown  is  greatly  interested  in  the  ques- 
tion, concerning  the  validity  of  the  French  claims  in  the  articles  both  of  quit- 
rents  and  escheats,  their  pretensions  extending  not  only  to  a  vast  quantity  of 
land,  but  to  lands  the  more  valuable  for  their  contiguity  to  the  forts  and  passes, 
and  the  navigable  waters  of  the  lake ;  and  firom  the  whole  we  conjecture,  that 
this  conduct  is  owing  to  their  adopting  an  opinion,  which  deserves  a  seriocui 
attention,  to  wit :  That  the  lands  they  claim  are  situated  to  the  northward  of 
the  ancient  British  claim,  and  that  consequently  they  can  maintain  a  title  under 
the  surrender,  without  the  aid  of  the  erown,  and  free  imm  the  usual  reserra- 
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PATthward  of  that  fort,  not  within  the  French  grants,  as  not 
within  the  50th  article  of  the  *royal  instructions  of  the  24th 
Juhfy  1771,  (a)  and  that  for  all   lands  northward  of  Crown 

tiooi,  vettrietioiis,  conditions,  and  ouii-renti.  With  renpect,  therefore,  to  the 
hnUf  southward  of  Crown  Point,  ana  to  those  to  the  northward  of  that  fort,  not 
withiA  the  limits  of  the  French  mnts,  we  are  of  opinion  that  jour  excellency 
my  issue  Mteiita  for  them,  as  lands  to  which  the  50th  article  of  the  royal  in- 
•tractions  has  clearly  no  relation.  Nor  do  we  th^nk  that  article  ought  to  be 
considered  to  prohibit  the  grant  of  those  tracts,  to  which  no  French  concessions 
or  ratifications  appear  to  oe  transmitted  ft>om  Quebec,  nor  any  excuse  assigned 
for  not  laying  them  before  this  goTemment,  pursuant  to  the  late  proclamation, 
it  being  very  plain  from  the  instruetion,  that  it  was  intended  to  restrain  only 
new  patents  for  lands,  before  claimed  by  titles  derived  from  the  French  king, 
and  prior  to  the  surrender  of  Canada,  and  as  clear  that  it  was  an  indispensabfo 
duty  of  all  such  claimants,  in  justice  to  the  crown,  to  give  due  notice  of  their 
ekims.  But  in  due  deference  to  his  majesty's  authority,  we  advise,  as  to  the 
lands  northward  of  Crown  Point,  and  included  by  the  concessions  and  ratifications 
lately  notified  to  this  government,  that  all  petitions  for  them  or  any  part  of  them 
be  sent  home,  together  with  copies  of  the  French  grants,  for  his  majesty's  royal 
consideration.  Several  points  of  inquiry  will  arise  upon  those  grants,  concern- 
ing  which  the  committee  choose  not  to  decide,  on  account  of  their  singular 
importanoe  and  delicacy :  1st  Whether  a  title,  if  good  under  the  French  gov- 
ttnment,  will,  by  the  surrender,  be  valid  by  our  laws,  without  the  royal  con- 
firmation ;  or  in  other  words,  whether  the  capitulation  gives  more  to  the  French 
mntors,  than  an  equitable  right  to  be  preferred  before  others,  in  the  application 
for  a  new  grant.  2d.  Whether  those  lands  were  not  forfeited  to  the  crown  oi 
Fmu,  by  the  conditions  in  the  grants,  before  the  surrender,  and  so  became 
thereby  transferred  to  his  majesty,  &c.  3d.  Whether  they  were  not  within  the 
ancient  British  claim,  and  consequently  never  grantable  by  the  crown  of  France. 
And  upon  this  last  question,  the  committee  beg  leave  to  remark,  that  the  Brit" 
itk  claim  of  dominion,  before  the  last  war,  extended  to  the  southerly  bank  of 
the  river  St.  Lawrence,  and  by  treaty,  to  all  the  country  of  the  six  nations  in 
particular,  of  which  the  controverted  grants  are  a  purt ;  and  we  find,  that  so 
early  u  the  third  of  September,  1696,  a  mOent  did  pass  to  Godfrey  DelUus,  under 
tbe  seal  of  this  province,  for  lands,  including  some  of  those  now  claimed  under 
the  Canadian  grants,  greatly  to  the  north^^^rd  of  Crown  Point,  of  which  the 
French  were  not  posKssed,  till  near  forty  years  afterwards,  to  wit,  about  the 
jni  \TM ;  and  wnether  it  is  imputable  to  a  consciousness  in  the  French  of 
their  want  of  title,  or  to  any  other  cause,  the  committee  cannot  help  observing 
to  your  excellency,  that,  in  fact,  very  few  settlements,  or  improvements,  were 
fonned  upon  mny  of  those  Canadian  grants,  except  about  the  French  forts,  at  or 
■nee  the  conclusion  of  the  last  peace ;  the  country  near  Lake  Champlain,  but 
for  the  late  settlements  under  this  colony,  being,  in  general,  in  a  wila  and  un- 
cultivated state ;  and  as  it  may  be  of  essential  moment  to  the  reduced  officers 
and  soldiers,  and  others  who  have  seated  themselves  in  that  district,  that  his 
majesty  be  mlly  informed  of  the  numerous  patents  that  have  passed  the  seal  of 
this  colony,  since  the  acquisition  of  Canada,  we  recommend  it  to  your  excellen- 
ej,  to  order  the  surveyor-general  to  firame  a  map,  exhibiting  the  French  grants 
and  EngUsh  patents,  to  the  northward  of  Crown  Point,  to  be  laid  before  his 
inajesty,  with  all  convenient  speed,  with  a  list  of  the  patentees,  and  an  account 
of  the  quantity  of  land  contained  in  their  patents,  and  the  quit-rents  they  are 
charseable  with ;  and  for  the  security  and  satisfiu:tion  of  the  French  grantees, 
ve  abo  advise,  that,  in  the  interim,  the  several  papers  referred  to  us,  be  filed 
iB  the  secretary's  office,  and  a  copy  of  this  report,  and  the  order  to  be  made 
thereon,  transmitted  to  the  commander  in  chief  of  Qus^se." 

(<)  This  article  of  the  instructions  of  the  king  and  council  is  as  follows  * 
^  Whereas  sundry  persons,  proprietors  under  titles  derived  from  the  crown  of' 
France,  when  that  crown  was  in  possession  of  Canada,  of  lanas  on  that  part 
of  Lake  Champlain  now  lying  within  our  province  of  New-  York,  have  humbly 
represented  unto  us,  that  several  parcels  of  the  said  lands  so  claimed,  have  al- 
KBady  been  granted  to  other  persons  by  letters  patent,  under  the  seal  or  our  said 
province  of  Kew*  Yorkf  and  have,  therefore,  humbly  prayed,  that  a  proceeding  so 
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Pointy  and  included  by  concessions  and  ratifications,  noti6ed 
to  the  government  of  *New^YorTc^  the  petitions  and  all  pa- 
pers should  be  sent  home  to  the  king  and  council,  for  their 
consideration. 

It  Appeared,  also,  that  by  a  declaration,  or  arret  of  the  king 
o(  France^  dated  the  19th  October^  1676,  sent  to  the  governor 
and  intendant  of  Canada^  that  all  grants  for  lands  were  to  be 
laid  before  the  king  for  his  confirmation,  within  one  year  from 
their  date,  and  in  case  of  failure,  they  are  declared  ipso  facto 
void ;  and  that  all  grants  of  lands  were  to  be  on  the  condition 
of  clearing  the  land  in  six  years,  and  on  failure  of  the  condi- 
tion, the  grants  to  be  null  and  void ;  and  all  grants  are  direct- 
ed to  be  made  contiguous  to  and  adjoining  each  other :  and 
by  the  arrets  of  the  king  and  council,  dated  the  6th  Jvly^  1711, 
and  the  15th  March^  1732,  all  lands  granted  en  seigneurie,  or 
en  roturej  on  condition  of  clearing  and  settling  them,  and 
which  were  not  cleared  and  settled  within  one  year  from  the 
publication  of  the  arret,  are  declared  to  be  reunited  to  the 
crown.  By  an  arret  of  the  king,  dated  the  17th  /u/y,  1743, 
the  governor  arid  intendant  of  Canada  and  New  France  were 
directed  to  cause  all  the  grants  of  lands  forfeited  to  be  re- 
united ;  and  the  rules  were  particularly  laid  down,  by  which 
the  proceedings,  in  cases  of  the  reunion  of  grants,  were  to  be 
regulated. 

It  appeared,  also,  that  at  a  superior  council,  held  at  the  cas- 
tle o(  St.  Louis,  in  Quebec,  the  10th  o(  May,  1741,  at  the  in- 
stance of  the  attorney-general,  proceedings  were  had  in  regard 
to  various  grants,  alleged  to  be  forfeited  to  the  crown ;  and 
the  court  pronounced  judgment  of  reunion,  amongst  others, 
for  the  lands  granted,  on  the  11th  April,  1733,  to  La  Gauche- 
tiere. 

The  plaintiff  also  produced  a  copy  of  a  conveyance,  dated 
14th  September,  1726,  from  the  sachems  of  the  five  nations, 
confirnung  and  ratifying  the  surrender  of  all  their  *lands  to 
the  king  of  Great  Britain,  made  the  1 9th  July,  1701,  to  be 

Erotected  and  defended  for  the  use  of  the  five  nations,  their 
eirs^and  successors ;  a  copy  of  a  paper,  filed  in  the  secretary's 
office,  endorsed  1688,  purporting  to  be  a  report  of  certain 
commissioners  of  the  king  of  England,  by  which  it  appears, 

prejudicial  to  their  rights  and  pretenrions,  may  receive  our  royal  disapproba- 
tion :  and  whereas  it  appears  both  just  and  equitable,  that  the  claims  of  per- 
sons, under  such  titles  as  aforesaid,  should  not  be  affected  without  the  ibllest 
examination  thereof :  It  is  therefore  our  will  and  pleasure,  and  you  are  thereby 
directed,  and  required  in  no  case  to  make  any  grants  of  lands,  so  claimed  as 
aforesaid  upon  Lake  Champlain,  to  the  northward  of  Croton  Potntf  within  the 
proyinoe  or  JVeto-  Yorkf  until  the  petitions  and  prooosala  for  grants  of  any  part 
or  parts  of  such  lands  shall  have  been  transmitted  to  one  of  our  principal  sec- 
retaries, of  state,  in  order  to  be  laid  before  us,  and  until  our  approbation  thereof 
shall  haye  been  signified  to  you,  our  said  governor,  or  to  the  commander  in 
chief  of  our  said  province,  for  the  Ume  being." 
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that  his  majeflty  had  considered  the  five  nations  as  his  subjects; 
parsaant  to  a  voluntary  submission  by  them  to  the  crown  of 
England^  made  the  dOth  July,  1684,  before  the  governor  of 
Virginia^  and  New- York,  and  was  determined  to  protect  them 
as  his  subjects  against  the  Frertch. 

Several  other  papers  were  produced,  to  show  the  submission 
of  the  five  nations  to  the  English  government,  and  the  protec- 
tion afforded  them,  and  also  the  opposition  made  by  the  govern- 
ors of  the  English  colonies,  to  the  encroachments  of  the 
French,  and  particularly  to  the  building  of  the  fort  at  Crovm 
Paini,  and  on  Lake  Champlain, 

.  The  defendant  also  produced  the  following  papers :  a  cer- 
tificate of  a  survey,  made,  the  21st  February,  1766,  by  one  P. 
/.  Labrosse,  one  of  the  royal  surveyors  of  Canada,  appointed 
by  the  govemor  of  Montreal,  the  20th  June,  1764,  at  the  re- 
quest of  one  Francis  Mackay,  in  which  he  states,  that  he  sur- 
veyed the  manor,  accompanied  by JWackay,  and  run  the  lines 
which  are  described ;  a  permission  in  writing  from  Mackay,  to 
one  Francis  L.  Moule,  dated  the  3d  November,  1775,  to  go  on 
and  take  possession  of  a  farm  in  the  seignory  of  La  Gauche^ 
tiere,  on  the  west  side  of  Lake  Champlain ;  a  grant  dated  the 
15th  January,  1744,  firom  the  French  governor,  and  intendant 
of  Canada,  to  the  Sieur  Estebe,  of  the  seignory  heretofore 
granted  to  La  Oauchetiere,  captain  in  the  infantiy,  which  is 
stated  as  having  been  reunited  to  his  majesty's  domains,  by 
the  decree  of  the  10th  May,  1741 ;  a  ratification  or  confirma- 
tion of  the  same  grant  to  Estebe,  by  the  king  of  France,  dated 
at  Versailles,  the  25th  of  March,  1745 ;  a  copy  of  a  convey- 
ance, dated  the  22d  December,  1757,  from  Estebe  to  Marie 
Debreuil  de  Pontbfiant,  bishop  of  Quebec,  his  heirs  and  assigns, 
of  the  same  seignory  or  manor,  and  which,  among  ♦other 
things,  was  afterwards  devised  by  the  said  Marie  Debreuil  de 
Ptmtbriant,  to  M.  Etienne  de  Montgolfier,  superior  of  the  semi- 
nary of  St.  Sulpice,  who,  on  the  27th  January,  1768,  executed 
a  fi>nnal  renunciation  in  writing,  of  the  same  seignory  or 
manor,  in  favor  of  the  heirs  of  m.  De  Pontbriant,  lord  bishop, 
&c. — a  copy  of  a  certificate  from  Montgolfier,  dated  16th 
Mm/,  1768,  in  which  he  certifies,  that  he  claims  no  right  or 
title  to  the  said  seignory,  and  a  letter  from  him  to  Francis 
Mackay,  in  which  he  says,  he  sends  him  a  quit-claim  of  all  his 
right  to  the  said  seignory,  by  virtue  of  the  will  of  the  bishop 
De  Pontbriant,  which  he  wishes  him  to  consider  as  gratuitous, 
and  to  enjoy  the  same,  &c. 

It  was  admitted,  that  in  1804,  Jonathan  Schiejfflin,  under 
whom  the  defefndant  claimed',  h&d  made  leases  to  several  per- 
sons in  possession,  in  wht<ih  was  a  proviso^  that  in  case  of  any 
controversy,  as  to  the  right  or  title  <}f  Skieffiin,  to  the  manor  or 
If  Gank^tiere,  the  lessee))  were  to  have  no  recourse  agttinsA 
him  for  damages,  &c. 
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Several  witnesees  were  produced  on  the  part  of  the  defend- 
ant, who  testified  that  they  went  into  possession  of  parcels  of 
land,  within  the  seignory  or  manor  of  XiO  Gauchedere^  by  per- 
mission of  Mackay^  in  1763,  and  in  1774,  and  continued  in 
possession  until  the  American  war,  when  they  left  their  pos- 
sessions, and  returned  again  in  1784 ;  but  they  paid  no  r^it  to 
any  person,  while  in  possession. 

/•  Emotiy  for  die  plaintiff.  1.  The  lessor  claims  under  the 
patent  from  the  province  of  Neif}'York  to  Dean,  in  1769.  It 
is  admitted,  that  the  premises  in  question  lie  within  the  boun- 
daries of  ihsX  patent;  it  follows,  that  the  plaintiff  must  re-, 
cover,  unless  the  defendant  can  show  that  the  grant  to  Dean  is 
inoperative.  This  he  has  attempted  to  do,  by  setting  up  two 
grants  from  thq  French  Canadian  government,  one  to  De  la 
Gauchetiere,  in  April,  1733,  and  the  other  to  the  Sieur  Estebe^ 
in  January,  1744.  The  cmJ  of  reunion,  by  the  government  of 
Canada,  in  May,  1741,  ♦confirmed  by  the  arret  of  the  king  of 
France,  has  annulled  the  grant  to  De  la  Gaucheiiere.  As 
there  can  be  no  doubt  of  the  reunion  of  this  grant,  from .  the 
documents  produced,  and  that  it  was  done  according  to  the 
laws  of  France  or  the  royal  edicts,  it  is  presumed  that  the  first 
ground  of  defence  must  be  abandoned. 

2.  It  is  well  known  that  about  the  year  1731,  the  French,  in 
Canada  and  Louisiana,  commenced  a  system  of  encroach- 
ments on  the  English  colonies  in  America,  for  the  purpose  of 
confining  the  English  to  a  narrow  limit  of  territory  along  the 
sea-coast,  and  to  connect  the  French  colonies  together,  so  as 
to  surround  the  English  on  the  west.  In  the  same  year,  the 
French  took  possession  of  Crown  Point,  and  from  that  time, 
until  the  peace  of  1763,  made  grants  on  both  sides  of  lake 
Champlain  and  the  river  Chamhly,  comprehending  all  the  lands 
on  both  sides  of  the  lake  and  river.  All  these  grants,  it  will 
be  contended  on  the  part  of  the  defendant,  are  protected  by 
the  capitulation  of  Montreal,  in  1760,  and  the  treaty  of  i>eace 
in  1763.  The  extent  of  the  country  comprehended  in  these 
grants  renders  the  cause  of  great  importance,  and  will  excuse 
Uie  counsel  f«r  the  plaintiff  for  taking  a  wider  field  of  ar- 
gument. 

We  contend,  that  by  a  just  construction  of  the  capitulation 
of  Montreal,  and  the  treaty,  they  do  not  extend  to  the  premises 
in  question. 

The  37th  article  of  the  capitnlation  of  Montreal  declares, 
that  the  inhabitants  of  Canada  shall  preserve  the  property  and 
possession  of  their  goods,  or  estates,  movable  or  immovable. 
This  article  can  apply  only  to  the  country  of  which  die  FrenA 
were  then  possessed,  and  which  they  surrendered  by  that  capitu- 
lation. It  cannot  extend  to  die  country  which  they  may  have 
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possessed  at  any  time  before,  and  which  they  called  Canada. 
The  history  of  this  country  shows,  that  at  some  periods  the 
French  advanced  on  the  English  colonies,  and,  at  others,  the 
English  colonists  gained  on  the  French;  and  capitulations  be- 
tween the  two  colonial  governments  have  been  made  at  differ- 
ent times.  In  the  year  1759,  the  English  had  made  consider- 
able advances  *on  the  French,  in  various  quarters,  and  had 
gained  possession  of  all  the  country  on  lake  Champlain,  as  far 
as  the  Isle  aux  Noix,  which  is  beyond  the  45th  degree  of  north 
latitude.  The  English  were  then  in  actual  possession  of  the 
Goontry  comprehending  the  premises  in  question,  for  twelve 
months  prior  to  the  capitulation  of  Montreal. 

But  preliminary  conventions  made  between  belligerents, 
relative  to  the  territories  of  each,  are  subject  to  the  fmal  and 
more  solenm  stipulations  of  the  definitive  treaty  of  peace.  By 
the  4th  article  of  the  treaty  of  Paris,  the  king  of  France  ceded 
to  the  king  of  Great  Britain  the  whole  of  Candida,  in  full 
sofereignty.  The  latter  stipulates,  that  the  subjects  of  France, 
in  Canada^  may  retire,  and  for  that  purpose  may  sell  their  es- 
tates to  British  subjects.  The  right  to  emigrate  is  limited, 
however,  to  18  months,  and  the  treaty  secured  only  a  right  to 
sell,  in  case  the  French  emigrated  within  18  months.  In  every 
other  respect,  the  property  of  the  people  of  Canada  be- 
longed to  the  king  of  Great  Britain,  to  be  disposed  of  ac- 
cording to  the  laws  and  usages  of  n&tions.  As  \n  the  present 
ease,  there  was  no  emigration  or  sale  within  the  18  months, 
the  property  in  question  is  not  protected  by  the  treaty  of 
Fans. 

Then,  if  the  grant  has  any  effect,  it  must  be  under  the  law 
of  nations.  Now,  by  a  simple  conquest,  ratified  by  a  treaty 
of  peace,  the  possessors  of  the  conquered  country  are  all  at 
the  mercy  of  the  conqueror.  It  is  true,  that  according  to  the 
general  usage  of  nations,  the  possessor  of  property,  in  a  con- 
quered country,  on  consenting  to  become  a  subject  to  the  new 
government,  acquires  an  imperfect  right  to  his  property.  It 
is,  however,  in  the  discretion  of  the  victor,  to  recognize  this 
right  or  not.  In  the  present  case,  there  has  been  no  recogni- 
tion of  these  ISrench  grants,  on  the  part  of  the  British  gov- 
ernment. On  the  contrary,  it  appears  from  the  acts  and  pro- 
ceedings of  the  colonial  government  of  Neto-YorJc,  that  these 
grants  were  not  allowed;  and  that  by  the  grant  to  Dean,  the 
property  in  question  was  considered  as  a  part  of  the  domains 
of  the  English  crown. 

•3.  But  admitting  that  the  capittdation  6f  Montreal  is  oper- 
ative, and  comprehended  the  property  in  question ;  still,  after 
the  conquest  and  cession,  the  possessor  of  the  French  grant 
eooM  retain  nothing  more  than  an  equitable  ot  presumptive  right 
to  a  confirmatory  grant  fix)m  the  British  government.  It  never 
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can  be  supposed  that  the  French  possessor  was  to  hold  bis 
lands,  according  to  ttie  terms  of  the  original  grant,  a  tenure  so 
different  from  those  of  England.  It  was  a  tenure  en  seigneurie^ 
somewhat  analogous  to  the  ancient  English  tenure  m  chiv^ 
airy.  The  holder  was.  to  pay  faith  and  homage^  at  the  castle 
of  St,  Louisy  in  Quebec,  and  all  other  dues,  according  to  the 
custom  of  Paris.  He  was  invested  with  the  power  of  holding 
courts  of  justice;  and  by  the  arrets  of  the  French  king,  he 
could  not  transfer  his  seignory,  and  was  bound  to  grant  his 
lands  at  a  reasonable  ground-rent.  By  the  construction  of  the 
capitulation  and  treaty,  for  which  I  contend,  the  property  is 
BO  far  saved,  that  the  grantee  has  a  prior  and  equitable  claim 
to  a  confirmatory  grant  from  the  new  government.  That  this 
is  the  just  construction,  is  evident  from  the  opinionfi  of  the 
council  of  the  colony  of  New-  York,  expressed  at  various  times, 
and  from  the  practice  in  similar  cases. 

By  the  3d  article  of  the  capitulation  between  the  Dutch 

? governor  of  New-  York  and  the  English  deputies,  by  which  the 
ormer  surrendered  die  possession  of  Neiv-Netherlandsy  in 
August f  1664,  it  was  stipulated,  that  ^'  all  the  Dutch  people 
should  continue  firee  denizens,  and  enjoy  their  lands,  houses, 
and  goods  wheresoever  they  were  in  the  country,  and  dispose 
of  them  as  they  pleased ;"  {Smithes  Hist,  N.  Y,  Cary's  ed, 
32.^  yet  we  find,  that  the  first  act  of  Nicolls^  the  new  governor 
unaer  the  duke  of  York^  was  to  issue  grants  of  confirmation 
to  the  DiUch  patentees.  (Rid.  37.) 

4.  But  we  contend  further,  that  an  act  of  reunion  of  the 
^ant  to  Estebe,  is  to  be  presumed.  The  grant  to  Estebe  was 
m  1744.  It  is  evident,  from  the  tenor  of  these  grants,  that  the 
great  ol^ect  was  to  have  the  lands  settled,  as  the  strength  and 
safety  of  the  colony  depended  on  the  increase  of  settlements. 
There  is  no  evidence  of  any  settlement  attempted  *on  the  land 
comprised  within  the  grant,  until  after  the  treaty  in  1763,  noi 
any  survey  thereof  made.  It  is  certain  that  there  had  been,  long 
before,  a  breach  of  the  conditions  on  which  the  grant  was  made. 

[He  then  went  into  a  minute  examination  of  all  the  &cts 
and  circumstances  of  the  case,  from  which  an  act  of  reicnion 
was  to  be  presumed.] 

Should  it  be  said,  that  if  there  was  an  act  of  reunion,  the 
record  micht  be  produced  ;  it  may  be  answered,  that  since 
the  date  of  the  grant,  there  have  been  three  wars  in  Canada^ 
and  it  is  probable,  that  the  records  have  been  lost  by  some  of 
the  many  casualties  incident  to  a  state  of  war.  It  would  be 
for  the  interest  of  the  French  subjects  to  destroy  these  rec- 
ords ;  and  before,  or  at  the  time  of  the  treaty  of  peace,  they 
were  probably  suppressed  by  them. 

A^ain,  as  die  king  of  Great  Britain^  by  the  cession  in  1763, 
acquired  all  the  rights  of  the  crown  of  Prance^  and  the  grant 
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hmi  become  forfeited  by  the  aon-perfoniMuice  of  the  conditioD) 
it  reverted  to  the  crown,  and  belonged  to  the  king  of  England^ 
without  any  oMct  found.  {Stephen  v.  Potter^  Cro.  Car.  100.) 

5.  The  lands  for  which  the  ffrant  to  Estebe  was  issued,  are 
not  within  the  capitulation  of  Mmtrtal^  and  the  treaty  of 
1763,  because  they  were  not  only  within  the  territory  claimed 
by  the  EngUsh^  but  actually  a  part  of  the  province  of  New* 
forkf  at  the  time  the  grant  was  made.  The  English  line  or 
claim  extended  beyond  the  lands  in  controversy  ;  and  it  will 
be  sufficient,  for  the  purpose  of  this  argument,  if  it  shall  ap- 
pear that  there  was  a  controversy  existing,  at  the  time,  between 
tbe  English  and  French^  as  to  the  northern  boundary  of  the 
provmce  of  New-  Yorky  and  that  the  former  extended  it  beyond 
the  lands  in  question.  When,  therefore,  the  English  govern- 
ment, by  the  treaty  of  1763,  agreed  to  protect  the  property  of 
French  subjects  in  Canada^  it  must  be  understood  to  extend  to 
srants  in  (Janada^  according  to  the  English  acceptation  of  the 
Umits  of  that  province,  and  this  must  be  decided  by  the  Eng- 
lish  courts.  The  Dutchy  as  early  as  the  year  1649,  claimed 
the  country  as  *far  north  as  the  St.  Lawrence  or  Canada  river. 
{Smith's  Hist.  16.)  In  the  duke  of  York's  sub-grant,  in  1664, 
tbe  river  Canada  is  assumed  as  the  north  line  of  the  patent. 
In  1696,  the  English  government  granted  to  one  DelUus,  lands 
situated  beyond  Crown  Paint,  Again,  the  English  claimed 
the  sovereignty  over  the  five  nations,  who  were  regarded  as 
subjects  to  Great  Britain,  and  their  territory  as  the  domains 
of  the  crown.  {Smith's  Hist.  67.)  That  the  claim  was  known 
to  the  Frenchy  is  ascertained  by  the  protest  and  speech  of  Grov- 
enior  Bongan^  in  1686  and  1687.  {Smith,  64.)  It  was  solemn- 
ly recognized  by  the  French  themselves,  m  the  treaty  of  Utrecht^ 
march  31,  1713,  {Smith,  150.)  and  the  treaty  of  Aix  la 
Chapelh,  in  1748. 

Toe  fact  oC  the  establishment  of  the  sovereignty  of  the 
British  over  this  territory  is  proved  by  the  history  of  die  times. 
After  the  surrender  of  the  D^U<J^,  in  1644,  Carteret  had  an 
interview  with  the  chiefs  of  the  five  nations,  and  entered  into 
a  league  of  friendship  with  them,  which  continued  uninter- 
nipt^  for  many  years.  {&nith,  35.)  In  July,  1701,  a  grant 
was  made  by  the  five  nations  to  the  crown  of  a  vast  tract  of 
land,  {Smith,  113.)  comprehending  die  territories  at  the  west 
end  o[,  lake  Erie,  and  the  north  side  of  that  lake  and  lake  On- 
tario ;  and  in  n26,  those  nations,  by  a  solemn  treaty  made 
with  governor  Burnet,  surrendered  their  whole  country,  south 
of  the  lakes,  to  the  British  crown,  to  be  held  for  their  use, 
and  confirmed  the  prior  cession  of  1701.  {Smith,  186,  187.) 
By  these  treaties  of  cession,  these  Indian  nations  acknowl- 
edged the  British  king  as  their  sovereign  and  protector,  and  the 
British  considered  them  as  subjects  of  the  crown,  and  protect- 
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ed  them,  on  all  occasions,  against  their  enemies.  That  the 
lands  in  controversy  are  comprehended  in  the  country  posseae- 
ed  by  the  five  nations,  is  an  undoubted  historic  fact.  {Jeffers. 
Notes  on  Virg.  App.  note  5.  Smith's  Hist.  56.  151.)  The  com- 
mittee of  the  council  of  the  province  of  New-York^  as  appears 
from  the  records  referred  to  in  the  case,  considered  it,  in  1772, 
as  a  fact  not  requiring  any  proof ;  and  it  is  within  our  own 
recollection,  that  these  claims  extended  over  all  the  north  part 
of  this  state,  and  have  been  extinguished  by  government. 

*But  it  may,  perhaps,  be  said,  in  support  of  the  Frendi 
grants,  that  they  were  made  while  the  trench  were  in  actual 
possession  of  the  country  by  conquest.  But  such  a  possession, 
according  to  the  law  of  nations,  gives  no  right.  (2  Ruth,  hist, 
461.  B.  2.  ch.  9.  sect.  7.)  No  right  can  be  acquired  by  a 
wrongful  possession,  unless  it  be  afterwards  acquiesced  in,  or 
conceded  by  the  true  owner. 

Van  Vechten  and  Woodworth^  contra.  1.  The  defendant 
claims  under  the  grant  to  Estebe.  It  is  said,  on  the  other  side, 
that  a  resumption  of  this  grant,  by  the  crown  of  France,  is  to 
be  presumed.  We  contend,  that  no  act  of  reunion  ever  took 
place,  nor  is  there,  in  the  case,  sufficient  evidence  to  warrant 
such  a  presumption.  The  survey  of  Mackie  is  wholly  incon- 
sistent with  the  idea,  that  the  grant  had  been  resumed.  That 
survey,  too,  was  made  by  a  royal  surveyor,  who  would  not 
have  undertaken  the  survey,  had  the  grant  been  extinguished 
by  an  act  of  reunion.  Again,  the  act  of  reunion  was  to  be 
made  in  a  particular  manner,  with  the  forms  and  solemnities 
of  a  judicial  act ;  as  in  our  law  a  grant  must  be  avoided  by  an 
act  as  solemn  and  notorious  as  the  grant  itself.  There  must 
be  some  record  of  such  a  proceeding ;  but  no  record  of  any 
act  of  reunion  has  been  produced,  except  of  the  grant  to  Lm 
Gauchetiere.  Want  of  possession  by  the  grantee,  or  the  per- 
sons claiming  under  him,  does  not  afford  sufficient  ground  for 
the  presumption,  that  the  grant  has  been  resumed.  Immedi- 
ate and  successive  ws^rs  in  the  country  sufficiently  account 
for  the  want  of  possession.  The  premises  lay  on  the  frontiers, 
exposed  to  the  incursions  of  the  belligerent  parties.  This  sit- 
uation would  afford  an  adequate  excuse  for  not  performing  the 
condition  of  the  grant,  by  making  a  settlement,  and  it  is  fair 
to  presume  that  such  an  excuse  was  received  by  the  French 
government.  One  Lafomber  went  on  the  land  in  1763,  and 
persons  of  the  name  of  Goude  and  Swarte  settled  there  be- 
fore the  I*rench  war.  La  Monte  took  possession  in  1774,  and, 
though  interrupted  by  the  subsequent  war,  he  resumed  his 
possession  in  1784. 

*In  December,  1757,  but  three  years  before  the  capitulation 
of  Montreal^  Estebe  conveyed  the  tract  of  land  in  question  to 
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the  bishop  of  Quebec^  with  warranty ;  and  it  is  not  probable 
that  he  woald  have  executed  such  a  deed  to  such  a  person,  if 
the  knd  had  been  resumed  by  the  crown.  These  convey- 
ances were  executed  before  public  notaries,  and  were  matters 
of  record.  It  is  sufficient,  if  the  defendant  can  show  a  title 
oat  of  the  lessor ;  but  he  has  shown  a  title  derived  from  the 
grantee.  Montgaljier,  in  1768,  made  a  formal  renunciation, 
Of  release,  in  tevor  of  die  heirs  of  the  bishop  of  Quebec. 
Mackie  claimed  as  one  of  the  heirs,  and  was  admitted  to  be 
tn  heir  by  the  release  of  Montrolfier.  From  that  period, 
Mackity.  and  the  persons  under  him,  have  claimed  the  land, 
and  exercised  acts  of  ownershio  over  it.  Though  the  patent 
to  Dean  was  granted  in  1769,  mere  is  no  proof  of  any  posses  • 
aon  under  it 

It  may  be  objected,  that  the  lease  to  La  Monte  was  of  lands 
in  the  seignory  of  La  Gauchetiere^  which  had  been  resumed; 
but  this  was  merely  a  name  of  description,  the  first  grant  hav- 
ing been  made  to  La  Gauchetiere, 

2.  The  title  of  UEstebe  was  protected  by  the  capitulation 
of  Montreal^  and  the  treaty  of  1763.  The  estates  of  the 
French  inhabitants  were  preserved,  and  they  had  a  right  to 
lell.  The  power  to  emigrate  was  limited  to  eighteen  months 
^Aet  the  treaty,  but  not  the  power  to  sell,  which  was  unre- 
strained, except  that  the  sale  was  to  be  made  to  British  sub- 
jects. By  the  modem  law  of  nations,  individuals  in  conquer- 
ed countries  are  secured  in  their  rights  of  property.  ( Vatielj 
575. 1.  3.  c.  13.  ^  200.)  By  the  acts  and  declaration  of  the  Brit- 
isk  government,  the  line  drawn  from  the  45th  degree  of  north 
latitude  was  not  to  affect  the  king's  new  subjects  holding  titles 
to  lands  south  of  that  line ;  and  it  was  provided,  that  actual 
settlers  should  have  50  acres  of  land,  for  3  acres  improved. 
By  the  treaty  of  1763,  the  French  king  merely  renounced  his 
right  of  sovereignty  over  Canada ;  the  French  who  chose  to 
remain  subjects  of  Great  Britain^  retained  all  their  rights  of 
property.  Those  who  held  legal  titles  under  the  French  gov- 
ernment, and  were  entitled  to  retain  possession  *of  their  lands, 
would  continue  to  have  a  right  to  hold  them  to  the  same  ex- 
tent, under  the  English  government.  The  act  of  parliament, 
of  14  Geo.  III.  c.  33.  though  relative  to  the  province  of  Can- 
ada, shows  the  sense  given  by  the  British  govemmekit  to  the 
treaty  of  1763,  which  was  to  secure  the  rights  of  property  to 
all  the  inhabitants  of  the  country,. who  took  the  oath  of  alle- 
giance to  the  crown  of  Great  Britain.  The  only  inquiry  of 
the  new  government  would  be,  whether  the  grants  were  valid 
at  the  time  of  the  surrender  by  France.  The  conduct  of  gov- 
ernor Nicoll,  in  confirming  the  Dtttch  grants,  has  been  men- 
tioned ;  but  that  may  have  been  for  uie  purpose  of  raising 
OKHiey,  and  not  because  such  confirmatory  grants  were  abso- 
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lately  necessary.  Ag<ain,  it  i»  said,  that  the  patent  to  Dean^ 
connected  with  the  treaty,  is  substantially  a  resumption  of  the 
French  grant;  but  if  the  treaty  conffinned  and  Tested  the 
rights  umler  those  grants,  they  could  not  be  again  ditested  by 
any  acts  of  the  E^Usk  colonial  government.  The  want  of 
notice  of  these  grants  cannot  be  objected,  as  the  JEngiiuA  goV" 
ernment  was  in  possession  of  all  the  records.  Again,  it  id 
not  necessary  for  the  defendant  to  proTe,  that  the  comfitfons 
of  the  royal  grant  were  performed.  Demi  has  no  right  to  de- 
mand such  proof.  It  belongs  only  to  the  crowii»,  or  those  in- 
vested with  the  royal  prerogative,  to  inquire  into  Ae  perform- 
ance of  the  conditions  of  the  grants.  The  English  govern- 
ment might  enforce  the  performance  in  any  maftner  it  thought 
equitable. 

3.  The  property,  at  the  time  of  the  grant  to  Esfebe,  was 
within  the  boundary  of  the  province  of  Canada.  The  French 
were  the  first  possessors  of  this  country.  (Chalm,  Pol,  An- 
nah,  80.  82.  568.  585.  Smith,  43.)  In  1638,  the  country 
north  of  Albany  was  called  by  the  DtUchy  Terra  incognita, 
(Smith,  16.)  In  1674,  New  France  was  taken  by  the  English. 
In  1678,  Governor  Andross  speaks  of  the  lakes  as  the  north- 
em  boundary  of  New- York.  In  1668,  New  France  was  re- 
stored by  the  English,  without  any  specification  of  its  limits. 
In  1672,  New-York  was  retaken  by  the  Dutch,  who  claimed 
the  country  ten  miles  north  of  the  Hudson  *river.  (Chalm. 
Polit.  Annals,  579.)  The  French  held  the  country  by  rieht 
of  prior  discovery,  and  by  right  of  conquest.  Their  rightfi 
were  acquiesced  in  by  the  Indians,  and  the  limits  of  Canada, 
as  fixed  by  the  French,  were  recognised  by  the  English  in 
their  treaties.  The  five  nations  did  not  reside  within  two  hun- 
dred miles  of  the  premises  in  question.  If  they  had  been 
driven  from  their  lands  by  the  French,  their  surrender  and 
submission  to  the  English  could  not  transfer  territory  of  which 
they  were  dispossessed.  Besides,  this  subjection  was  very 
equivocal,  and,  at  best,  merely  nominal.  By  the  treaty  of 
neutrality  in  1686,  the  seventh  article  of  the  tlreaty  of  llym?icfc, 
in  1677,  the  second  a/ticle  of  the  treaty  of  Madrid,  in  1721, 
and  the  second  article  of  the  treaty  of  Seville,  in  1729,  France 
was  confirmed  in  all  her  territories  and  possessions,  which  she 
held,  by  discovery  or  conquest,  in  America.  {Chalm.  Trea- 
ties,)  The  fort  of  Crown  Point  was  erected  by  the  French,  in 
1731.  In  1732,  the  governor  and  council  of  the  province  of 
New-York  inquired  of  the  Indian  commissioners,  to  whom  the 
lands  at  Crown  Point  belonged  ;  to  the  five  nations,  the  river 
Indians,  or  the  French  1  This  shows,  that  the  English  did  not 
consider  themselves  as  the  proprietors  of  this  part  of  the  coun- 
tiy.  In  1757,  the  nprthern  limits  of  the  province  of  Nett^ 
York  were  wholly  undefined.  By  the  map  of  Ecans^  pub* 
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lisbed  in  1755,  the  EngUih  claimed  their  northern  boundary 
no  farther  than  Otter  Creek.  The  very  name  of  Lake  Cham- 
fknn  shows  its  French  origin.  The  grant  to  DeUius  was  va- 
cated, without  ever  having  been  carried  into  effect.  Under 
the  law  of  nations,  a  possession  acquired  by  conquest,  pr  first 
discovery,  is  a  rightful  possession.  The  French  exercised  acts 
of  ownership  over  the  whole  country  to  which  their  claim 
extended.  They  built  forts,  and  began  settlements.  These 
were  conquered  and  restored,  at  different  times,  and  no  pre- 
cise line  was  drawn  between  the  English  and  French  prov- 
inces. The  line  of  Juriadiction  established  in  1768,  between 
Canada  and  New- x  ark y  incontestably  proves,  that  the  re- 
spective limits  of  those  provinces  was  not  before  well  ascer- 
tained. In  estabUshing  the  line  at  the  45th  degree  of  *north 
latitude,  provision  is  made  that  it  shall  not  affect  private 
rights,  acquired  under  the  French  government,  prior  to  that 
period. 

Emotty  in  reply,  after  making  a  few  observations,  was  stopped 
by  the  court 

Per  Curiam.  This  court  cannot  take  notice  of  any  title  to 
land  not  derived  from  our  own  government,  and  verified  by  % 
patent  under  the  gr^t  seal  of  the  state,  or  the  province  of 
New-York.  Whemer  claimants  to  lands  within  this  state, 
founded  on  French  grants,  might  not  have  had  an  equitable 
ckiim  on  the  government,  under  the  capitulation  of  Montreal^ 
in  1760,  or  the  treaty  of  1763,  is  a  question,  with  which  this 
court  has  no  concern.  Such  a  claim  might  have  been  present- 
ed and  urged  to  the  government,  but  it  does  not  afford  that 
evidence  of  legal  title  which  can  be  recognized  by  this  court. 
We  can  look  no  further  than  to  the  titles  derived  under  our 
own  grants.  This  has  been  the  uniform  sense  of  our  courts, 
firom  the  first  establishment  of  the  English  government  in  the 
colony  of  Neto-York. 

The  claim  set  up  in  this  case,  imder  the  French  grant,  is 
not  a  new  pretension.  These  claims  were  a  subject  of  discus- 
sion with  the  government,  before  the  American  revolution, 
though  this,  perhaps,  is  the  first  instance  in  which  it  has  been 
attempted,  in  a  court  of  law,  to  enforce  the  claim,  in  opposi- 
tion to  a  grant  under  the  great  seal  of  the  state.  In  the  year 
1773,  the  colonial  assembly  published  an  elaborate  vindication 
of  the  grants  made  under  the  seal  of  the  province  of  New- 
York,  up  to  .the  Canadian  line,  "  upon  the  principle  of  original 
riffht,  treaty  and  cession,  law  and  justice,  equity  and  policy.' 
They  declared,  that  the  Canadian  claims  to  lands  south  of  the 
45th  degree  df  north  latitude,  were  "  extravagant  and  desti- 
tute of  all  foundation."     But  we  do  not  think  it  necessary  to 
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ALBANY,     look  into  the  equity  or  merits  of  the  claim.     It  is  sufficient 
Feb.  1809.     jjg^^^  ^j^^  j^  j^^g  u^l  appear  in  the  shape  of  a  legal  title.    The 
statement  published  by  the  colonial  legislature  is  referred  to, 
principally,  to  show  *their  opinion,  at  that  early  day,  on  the 
r  *  1Q.Q  1  fl"^^^'^'*  >  ^^^  '^  appears,  that,  by  an  order  of  the  privy  coun- 
L     ^^  J  cil  in  England,  of  the   12th  August,  1768,  (set  forth  in  the 
statement,)  no  Canadian  claim  to  lands  south  of  the  45th  de- 
gree of  north  latitude  was  to  operate,  unless  such  claim  was 
consummated  and  confirmed  by  a  grant,  ^^  under  the  seal  of 
New- York:' 

We  are,  therefore,  of  opinion,  that  the  plaintiff  must  have 
judgment. 

Judgment  for  the  plaintifi*. 
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Clark  against  Barlow. 

0 

THIS  was  an  action  of  covenant  for  non-payment  of  rent,  interest  it  al- 
and the  only  question  submitted  to  the  court  was,  whether  the  j2;uSS*of  *cov" 
plaintiff  was  entitled  to  recover  interest  on  a  rent,  being  a  nani,fora  cer- 
specific  sum,  payable  in  money. 

Per  Curiam,  We  are  of  opinion,  that  in  an  action  of 
covenant  brought  to  recover  a  sum  certain,  due  for  rent,  and 
payable  in  money,  the  plaintiff  is  entitled  to  recover  the 
interest. 


tain  sum  due  for 
rent,  and  pay- 
able in  monej. 


FoDEN  and  Slater  against  R.  Sharp,  who  is 
impleaded  with  J.  Sharp. 

SEDG  WICK,  for  the  defendants,  moved  to  set  aside  the  Where  a  bill 
verdict,  taken  by  default  in  this  cause,  for  irregularity,  and  dIawn*in°Sj! 
also  on  the  merits,  and  asked  whether  it  was  to  be  heard  as  a  land,  and  pav- 
non-enumerated  motion.  iJlSJ*!.?^  l5* 

__,  •  1       I         •  111  noider  can  re- 

The  court  said,  that  it  must  come  on  to  be  heard  as  an  coveroniy5per 
enumerated  motion.  ^^-    *«^<*<- 

•It  appeared  that  the  declaration  contained  several  counts,  [  *  ^^^  ] 
for  2oods  sold  and  delivered,  and  on  a  bill  of  exchange,  drawn  ©fa  biro?e^ 
by  the  plaintiffs  at  Manchester,  in  England,  (payable  to  them-  change,  in  a 
selves,  or  order,)  on  the  defendants,  and  accepted  by  them,  to  SnnS^bjecuo 
be  paid  at  a  mercantile  house  in  London,  John  Sharp,  one  of  *  protest  for 
the  defendants,  and  partner  of  Robert  Sharp,  the  other  defend-  ^'^T^om  not 
ant,  was  in  England,  and  accepted  the  bill  there,  and  a  de-  •*»»«  that  a  de- 
mand of  payment  was  made  here  on  Robert  Sharp,  who  alleged  ST  himpe^! 
that  he  did  not  know  on  what  account  the  bill  was  drawn,  nor  «"y}  it  w  suffi- 
did  it  appear  that  the  bill  had  ever  been  presented  to  the  de-  statoi^thatUy- 
fendants,  at  the  house  in  London,  where  it  was  made  payable,  naent  was  <fo. 

'  '  r  /  >  manded  at  the 

house  or  plaee 

w^ere  the  bill  was  accepted,  to  be  paio.  (a) 

A  notion  to  set  aside  a  verdict  for  irregularity,  and  also  on  the  merits,  is  an  enumerated  molioii. 

(a)  rroUoU  v.Fan  SantM^rd,  17  JokHs.  Rsp,  9m, 
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and  that  the  first  knowledge  he  had  of  the  bill,  was  an  q>pli- 
cation  here  for  the  payment  of  it. 

On  taking  the  inquest  in  the  cause,  the  only  evidence  offer- 
ed to  the  jury  was  the  bill  of  exchange,  and  a  protest  made  in 
London^  for  non-payment.  The  protest  stated,  that  the  de- 
mand of  payment  was  made  of  a  clerk  of  the  house  where  the 
bill  was  payable,  according  to  the  acceptance ;  but  did  not 
mention  that  any  demand  had  been  made  of  the  defendants. 
The  jury,  in  assessing  die  damages,  allowed  interest  at  the 
rate  of  7  per  cent. 

Harisony  for  the  plaintiff. 

Per  Curiam.  The  holder  of  a  bill  of  exchange  need  not 
show  a  demand  of  payment  of  the  acceptor ,  any  more  than  of 
the  maker  of  a  note.  It  is  the  business  of  the  acceptor  to 
show,  that  he  was  ready,  at  the  day  and  place  appointed,  but 
that  no  one  came  to  receive  the  money,  and  tiiat  he  was  al- 
ways ready,  afterwards,  to  pay.  In  Smith  v.  Delafontaincj 
{Bayley,  78.  note  a.)  it  was  so  decided.  The  bill  having 

been  drawn  in  England,  and  made  payable  there,  the  plaintiffs 
were  entitled  to  5  per  cent,  interest  only.  A  sum  must,  there- 
fore, be  deducted  from  the  verdict,  equal  to  the  difference 
between  5  and  7  per  cent,  interest.  The  residue  of  the  mo- 
tion must  be  denied,  and  the  plaintiffs  are  to  pay  the  costs 
of  the  application. 
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Tlack  and  Flack  against  Eager  and  another, 
bailj  &c. 

GOLD,  in  behalf  of  the  defendants  in  this  cause,  moved  Whew  M 
that  the  proceedings  in  the  cause  should  be  set  aside,  and  I^p!^^  ^i. 
an  exaneretur  entered  on  the  bail-piece,  in  the  original  cause.  ^^  '^*£*t 

The  defendants  were  sued  as  bail  to  the  sheriff  in  an  action  ^^  ^ 


If 


brought  by  the  plaintiflfs  against  one  Denniston.  Thev  be-  JJ^^^****"^ 
earoe  special  bail  in  the  cause,  and  the  baiNpiece  was  filed  in  ini4wtitanyji»! 
the  clerk*s  office  on  the  30th  November ,  1807.  An  exception  tiiicaiiooo!  M, 
was  entered  on  the  bail-piece  without  date,  notice  of  which  ^  ^iLn^^ 
was  given  on  the  9th  December^  1807.  A  declaration  was  |act|roent,itwM 
filed,  de  bene  esse,  in  the  same  suit,  on  the  8th  Januari/j  1808,  to  a  waJJJeTof 
and  a  ruje  to  plead  entered.  The  defendants  did  not  attempt  ^' JJ^d  ***^ 
to  justify,  nor  was  any  other  bail  substituted  in  the  cause,  proceed  against 
On  the  5th  Jii/y,  1808,  a  default  was  entered,  on  which  an  }^^^]^^^ 
interlocutory  judgment  was  entered,  on  the  5th  Augusty  1808.  Noforraduoike 
A  foal  judgment  was  obtained,  and  the  same  signed  and  dock-  g^*  jT"*IISLi 
eted,  on  the  2d  September,  1808.  To  recover  the  amount  of  «ai>.'* 
this  judgment,  the  present  suit  was  brought  against  the  de- 
fendants, as  the  bail  of  Denniston,  who  had  become  insolvent, 
and  was  in  prison,  in  Philadelphia.  It  appeared,  that  the  ex- 
ception entered  on  the  bail-piece  had  never  been  erased,  nor 
had  any  notice  been  given  to  the  defendants,  that  it  bad  been 
waived  by  the  plainfiffs.  Humphrey  v.  Leite  (4  Burr.  2107.) 
was  cited. 

Henry,  for  the  plaintiffs. 

Per  Curiam,  The  defendants  were  entitled  to  make  this 
application  at  any  time ;  and  they  have  applied,  as  soon  as 
they  were  called  on,  as  bail.  The  case  of  Humphrey  v. 
Lette  (4  Burr.  2107.)  is  in  point.  There  has  been  a  waiver 
of  bail  in  this  case,  and  no  formal  notice  of  the  waiver  was 
necessary.     The  motion  must  be  granted,  with  costs. 

Rule  granted. 
Vol.  IV.  21  161 
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^Genet  against  Mitchell. 

Where  the  sub.  RUSSEL,  in  behalf  of  the  plaintiff,  moved  for  a  struck 
i*b!i™T*!!d°^*  jury  in  this  cause.  It  was  an  action  for  a  libel ;  and  the  pub- 
Iwa^ewimM-  lication  related  to  the  conduct  of  the  plaintiff  while  he  was  a 
tion,ftiidihourh  minister  of  the  French  republic  to  the  United  States. 

coBcerning  the  * 

eonducl    of    a 

foreign  mmister       y^n  Schaick,  contra. 

retidcnl     here,  ' 

4Nit    who     had 

M|J«^»"P«*'"  Per  Curiam.  This  case  does  not  come  within  the  scope  of 
jury  was  not  those  cases  in  which  special  juries  have  been  allowed,  when* 
allowed.  official  characters  were  libeled.     Though  questions  of  law  mal 

be  involved,  yet  they  can  no  more  be  decided  by  a  special, 
than  by  a  common,  jury.  The  subject  matter  .of  the  Ubel,  in 
this  case,  is  a  remote  transaction,  having  taken  place  fifteen 
years  ago,  and  the  cause  does  not  appear  to  be  of  that  "  im- 
portance," as  to  require  the  extension  of  the  rules  that  have 
been  established  relative  to  struck  juries. 

Rule  refused. 


Jackson,  ex  dem.  Carr,  against  Green. 

Where  a  lease  THIS  was  an  action  of  ejectment  for  land  in  the  town  o 
Mdabo^xe-  BerKii,  in  the  county  of  Rensselaer,  The  cause  was  tried 
cuied   at    the  before  Mr.  Justice  Yates,  at  the  Rensselaer  circuit,  in  October 

same         lime,  ]u«t 

which       stated  ',  i../t» 

that  the  assign-  The  piaintitf  produced  and  proved  a  lease  of  the  premises 
rs"Jcurea"dett  f^om  Stephen  Van  Rensselaer  to  Josiah  Godfrey,  dated  the 
due  to  the  as-  29th  December,  1790,  for  the  term  of  sixty  years.  An  assign 
aiSwmenf  ^  ment  was  endorsed  on  the  lease  from  Godfrey  to  Increase 
re-assigrn  the  Green,  dated  the  6th  April.  1805:  Another  assignment  was 
ber^'^^y-  ®'**^  endorsed,  of  the  same  date,  from  Increase  Green  to  the 
ment  of  the  defendant;  and  an  assignment,  dated  the  8th  April,  1805 
S^*f  if  ***J^  f*"^"^  ^^^  defendant,  of  the  lease,  and  all  his  interest  in  the 
held  'to  be  a  premises,  to  Carr,  the  lessor.  The  defendant  was  proved  to 
thar^r'mort^  ^^  ^^  posscssion  of  the  premises. 

[  *  187  ]  *A  bond  from  the  lessor  of  the  plaintiff  to  the  defendant, 

ipigor  was  en-  was  proved  and  read  in  evidence,  dated  the  8th  April,  1805 
to  *^uU,*S2rore  ^^  which  there  was  a  condition,  reciting  the  assignment  of  the 
bringing:  an  ac-  lease  fi'om  the  defendant  to  the  lessor,  for  securing  the  pay 
meet     a^i  ™®"^  ^^  ^^  doUars,  one  half  on  the  1st  dav  of  February  fol 
aim.  lowing,  and  the  other  half  on  the  1st  February,  1807,  with 
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iDterest;  and  that,  if  the  defendant  should  pay  the  money  at 
the  times  specified,  and  the  lessor  should  lawfully  transfer  the 
lease  and  premises  back  to  the  defendant,  then  the  bond  was 
to  be  void,  dLc.  It  was  contended,  that  the  assignment  and 
bond  was  a  conveyance,  in  the  nature  of  a  mortgage,  and 
that  the  defendant  was  entitled  to  six  months'  notice  to  quit, 
before  bringing  the  action ;  and  the  defendant  moved  for  a 
Donsuit.  But,  by  direction  of  the  judge,  a. Verdict  was  taken 
for  the  plaintiff,  subject  to  the  opinion  of  the  court,  on  the 
questioa  whether  the  defendant  was  entitled  to  a  notice  to 
qoit 

Van  Vtchtm^  for  the  plaintiff. 

Footf  contra.  * 

Per  Cbrtom.  The  assiffnment  is,  of  itself,  absolute,  in 
fonn ;  bat  from  the  bond  which  accompanies  it,  it  appears  to 
have  been  made,  by  way  of  mortgage,  and  can  have  no  greater 
or  other  effiset  than  a  mortgage.  It  is,  therefore,  within  the 
case  of  Jack$ony  ex  dem.  Beniatty  v.  Lthtghead,  and  the  de- 
feodant  is  entitled  to  a  notice  to  quit  The  verdict  must  be 
set  aside,  and  a  nonsuit  entered. 

Judgment  of  nonsuit 
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*Ho¥T  against  Pbtsrson. 

Where  a  jud^  ON  the  5th  September,  1807^  the  ckfimdant  in  error  reeoT- 

tofued^in*  the  ^^^  against  the.  plaintiff  in  error,  as  surviving  partner  of 

Justices' Court,  Hoyt  fy  T49m,  a  jadgment  in  the  Justices'  Court,  in  Neto^York^ 

on  ^Wch^^'^^a  ^^  ^1^  doilart,  and  which  was  removed  to  this  cowt  by  ceriio- 

certiorari   was  roH.     On  the  9th  of  September,  the  plaintiff  in  error  was  taken 

c^rtf  and  \hl  ^"  ^  ^«-  *«•  issued  out  of  the  Justices'  Court,  and,  being  in 
deiendani, being  custody,  he  obtained  a  certiorari^  returnable  in  this  coort  in 

^,Tn  Z>%wn  November,  1807,  and  thereupon  moved  the  court  below,  to  be 

below,  paid  the  discharged  from  the  execution,  but  the  court  refused  lo  dis- 

?ou"rtf  Md  WM  charge  him  ;  on  which  he  paid  the  amount  of  the  execution  to 
discharged,  and  tiie  clcrk  of  the  courl  bek)w,  and  took  his  receipt  for  the  same. 

i^Id^^tbeiJw  'This  was  done  by  the  direction  of  the  courtv  and  on  paynwnt 

bein^  affirmed  of  the  Hioney,  he  wa»  discharged.     There  wero  three  alh&c 

Stllmcy  "of'ihe  cBuses  in  the  same  situation,  in  all  ©f  wtudl  writs  of  certia- 

defendant     in  rort  Were  brooght  to  this  court,  and  the  judgments   below 

cr^^.Tn^^ihS  afRrmed.     (3  Jhhm.  Rep.  518.)     In  December  lost,  executions 

judgment  in  this  were  issucd  against  the  plaintiff  in  error^  oo  tbe  judgments  at 

Sa'^piaini^Tn  affirmance  in  this  court,  not  only  for  the  costs  in  error,  but  for 

error,  for   the  the  amount  of  duRBges  and  costs  recovered  in  the  court  below, 

J^^wid^c^ts"  ^  whole  of  which  was  paid  to  the  sheriff  by  the  plaintiff  in 

recovered  in  the  error,  with  the  poundage. 

court  below,  and  *  ^ 

the     costs     of 

error,  which  Harisoti  now  moved  for  a  rule,  that  the  moneys  levied  on 
the'lhenff-  th^  ^®  cxccutions,  in  cach  of  the  causes,  except  the  costs  taxed 
court  ordered  in  error,  be  refunded  to  the  plaintiff  in  error,  by  the  sheriff, 
refullSf^iih  with  the  poundage  paid,  and  in  case  the  same  should  have 
costs  to  be  paid  been  paid  over  to  the  attorney  of  the  defendants  below,  that 
and  a'saoiifac'  ^^^^  ^^^  attorney  should  refund  the  same,  and  pay  the  costs 
tion  to  be  en-  of  this  application,  and  that  satisfaction  be  endorsed  on  the 

doned   oo    the  .• 

«,.  ^  executions. 

Ostrander,  for  the  defendant  in  error. 

Per  Curiam.  Take  your  rule,  with  costs,  which  must  be 
paid  by  the  attorney,  and  let  satisfaction  be  endorsed  on  tbe 
execution. 

Rule  granted. 
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*Caverly  against  Nichols  and  Brown. 

THIS  was  an  action  of  debt  on  a  bond,  conditioned,  that  if  J>  ">  "^^'^^S'^ 
the  defendaBte  ihoold,  within  IS^months,  procHre  a  patent  or  TOndhk>aed  to 
other  conveyance,  sufficient  to  enable  the  plaintiffs  to  sell,  in  procure  a  con- 
fee  simple,  a  certain  parcel  of  land  in  Canada,  then  the  obli-  i^aT^Uie  de^ 
gation  was  to  be  void,  otheVwise  to  remain  in  full  force.  The  ^^^^  ^^^ 
declaration  was  in  the  usual  form,  and  the  defendants  pleaded,  iuue,  aa^'aUo 
first,  the  general  issue ;  secondly,  that  they  well  and  truly  kept  ^ai  be  bad 
and  performed  tHA  the  covenants,  articles,  <fec.  contained  in  the  ?S^Su!^,  dtc. 
condition  of  the  bond,  &c.,  and  concluded  with  a  verification.  ?j!jy****°^'5*" 
The  plaintiff  replied  generally,  that  the  defendants  had  not  ^Lt UMd«fen^' 
kept  and  performed  all  the  covenants,  articles,  &c.  contained  «nj^  J^  ^^ 
in  the  conditions  of  the  said  bond.  On  this  issue,  the  cause  £^^  tbe  'jury 
was  tried  at  the  Ulster  circuit,  in  Jum,  1806,  and  the  jury  f^l/,52S 
found  a  verdict  for  the  plaintiff,  for  six  cents  damages  and  six  >^tb  six  cents 
cents  costs.  The  plaintiff  entered  up  judgment  on  the  verdict,  ^J*^  ^^ 
and,  in  January  last,  took  out  a  ca,  »a.  against  the  defendants  the  piainiHr  en- 
for  400  doKars  of  debt,  being  the  penalty  of  the  bond,  and  jJ^jJU^iJJjJSj 
89  dollars  and  50  cents  for  damages  and  costs.  anexecuUonfor 

the    penalty  in 

-KtA:,  for  the  defendants,  now  moved  to  set  aside  the  execu-  conn,  oo  mo- 
lion,  and  that  all  further  proceedings  on  the  judgment  should  tion,  ordered  the 
be  stayed,  on  the  defenduts'  ^ajringto  the  plaintiff  the  amount  set  aside,  with 
of  the  verdict.  He  contended,  that  the  plaintiff,  by  the  act,  *?•.*■•.«.  '^ 
{Laws  ofN.  r.  vol.  1.  p.  349.  1  JR.  L.  518.  2  Rev,  Stat.  378.)  STve  aSifn- 
was  bound  to  assign  the  breaches,  and  that  the  jury  are  to  JJ^^f  *^j[^'  ^ 
aase^  the  damages  thereon.  The  judgment  for  the  penalty  is  flight  to  ^ave 
merely  a  security,  and  tbe  plaintiff  is  entitled  to  issue  an  exe-  ■»»««^  <*■«»• 
ctition  for  the  damages  only,  which  have  been  assessed  by  a  "^^ 
jury. 

Emoity  o^Alfa,  admitted  that  tbe  replicaition  was  bad ;  but 
that  the  application  sh^ld  have  been  to  set  aside  all  Ihe  pro* 
ceedinffs,  for  want  of  an  assignment  of  breaches,  not  merely  to 
set  aside  an  «Keciitioa  which,  on  the  face  of  it,  was  regular. 

*Per  €W*iam.  The  execution  is  fer  the  whole  penrity,  [*190] 
which  is  corlainlj  irregular.    It  nnwt  be  set  aside  with  costs. 

Rule  granted,  (a) 
(•)  Tide  AOm  t.  Wmon,  IB  Jokmt.  Htp.  099. 
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Baker  and  others  against  Philips. 

nedgesofprot-      THERE  was  a  special  demurrer  to  the  declaration  in  this 
dMlvati<»  ara  cause  for  want  of  the  pledges  of  prosecution. 

mere  ibrm,  and 

Sr  uSi^KfoJ^      R^'^h  for  the  plaintifl&,  cited  3  Term  Rep.  157.     7  Term 

jac^pnent.  JUp.  576. 

Henry f  for  the  defendant 

Per  Curiam,  The  pledges  of  prosecution  are  mere  matter 
of  form,  and  may  be  entered  any  time  before  judgi^ent 
{Bamei,  163.)     The  plaintifTs  must  have  judgment. 

Judgment  for  the  plaintlfis. 


RuDD  and  Everett,  Executors  of  CABLE,(9^aiW<  Long. 

Eiecoton  and      A  JUDGMENT  ofn(m-pro«  having  been  entered  against  the 
^T^^^  pluntiffs  in  this  cause,  it  was  submitted  to  the  court  whether, 

oa  a  pigmeBt  as  excctttors,  they  were  bound  to  pay  costs. 

•rMif>]P«M.(«)  ^  I—/ 

Per  Curiam.  It  is  well  settled,  that  an  executor  or  admin- 
istrator must  pay  costs  on  a  judgment  of  tum-proi.  (3  Burr. 
1584—1586.  TidiPs  K  B.  Prac.  898.  6  Term  Rep.  654.) 
It  is  the  default  of  the  plaintiffs,  and  they  ought  not  to  be  ex^ 
empted,  in  such  a  case,  from  the  payment  of  costs. 

(a)  Mone,  Adm,  r.  3fC<n/,  4  Cem,  Rtp.  651,  aad  the  eases  there  cited.  Br^vm,  Em. 
▼.  Lambert,  \6Johni,  ltq».  l4S.  8—  Barmardy.  Bigdm,  Ex.  I  Chit.  Et^etS,  wmi 
the  raporter's  Bote. 
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Baker  against  The  Judges  of  Ulster  Common  Pleas. 

SUDAMmoved  for  a  rule  to  show  cause  why  a  mandamuw  Wheretbede. 
should  not  issue  to  compel  the  judges  and  justices  of  the  Court  |„  um^;^***^ 


of  Common  Ptees  of  OUitr  county,  to  Tacate  a  rule  granted  ?^'^^^^ 
by  them  for  discharffing  one  Daniel  Ketchum^  jun.  from  a  at,  ^Q^ier  them^ 
$a.^  on  the  ground  that  he  had  been  discharged  under  the  in-*  ^^^  '^'dT' 
solvent  act  on  the  same  day  that  judgment  was  entered  against  tbatajodgment 

him.  was     rendcsred 

anintt  him  ia 
that  court,  aad 

Per  Curiam.  As  the  judgment  was  contemporaneous  with  beiaf  broogbi 
the  discharge  under  the  insolvent  act,  (6)  the  defendant  had  ^*^coart*di!H 
DO  opportunity  to  plead  his  discharge.  (2  Cainei^  380.  1  ehargwi  lum, 
Johm.  Catesj  133.)  He  might  have  sought  relief  by  an  ^SITukf  the 
audita  querela;  but  it  is  usual  to  ffrant  the  same  relief  on  mo-  r^^^^^  .^ 
tioD,  and  the  rule  of  the  court  below  was  properly  granted.  Apar^r^iieli 
The  motion  must  be  denied.  ^  f^^  ^7  » 


Rule  refused.      ^ 

(ft)  Ptbmr  T.  thttMu^MMtiUr.  Fm  Jtwim,  1  Gpw.  tUp.  A  44. 
'»)SJtMi  «M.S0.38»aO. 
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Attorney^  cer  ON  the  application  of  A.  B.  to  be  admitted  as  an  attorney 
ti^oTderk.  of  thig  court,  a  Certificate  of  C.  D.,one  of  the  attorneys  of  this 
court,  was  produceci^  which  stated,  that  A.  B.  had  studied  in 
his  office,  (which  was  in  a  different  place  from  that  in  which 
the  attorney  himself  resided,)  under  his  direction  and  advice, 
and  as  his  cterk.  Kent,  Ch.  J.,  said,  that  the  certificate  was 
not  sufficient ;  that  the  clerk  must  be  in  the  office  under  the 
personal  direction  of  the  «ttome^  himself;  and  that  the  estab- 
lishment of  difierent  offices,  in  different  towns  and  counties,  by 
the  esBEie  attorney,  was  an  evasion  <^  the  law,  «»d  an  imposi- 
tion on  the  court. 
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Fridayj  February  17,  1809. 

ORDERED,  that  so  much  of  the  rule  of  November  tenn, 
1803,  as  provides  that  persons  who  have  been  admitted  to  the 
degree  of  counsellor  at  law  in  any  other  of  the  United  Statei, 
and  practised  as  such,  for  four  years,  in  such  state,  shall  be 
admitted  as  counsel  in  this  state,  be  annulled. 

Saturday,  February  18,  1809. 

ORDERED,  that  motions  in  arrest  of  judgment  be  hereaAer 
brou^t  on,  as  belonging  to  the  class  of  enumerated  motions, 
and  that  they  be  entitled  to  a  preference  to  other  causes  on 
the  calendar. 


-VXD   OF  TXBBUIBT  TEBlf. 
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ARGUED 


Sttiltflllf  €t 


OF  TBS 


STATE  OF  NEW-YpRK, 


Df    MAT     TERM,    IN    THE    THIRTT-TBIRD 
INDEPENDENCE 


Cole,  qui  torn,  &c.  against 

THE  declaration  in  this  case  was  as  follows :  wfcM*  m  m* 

^*  City  and  county  of  Neiv-  Tork,  ss.    Jonathan  Cole, 
in  this  suit,  who  sues  as  well,  &c.  complains  against 
A.  Smithy  being  in  custody,  &c.    For  that  whereas 
defendant,  on  the  first  day  of  May,  in  the  year  of  our  I 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  four,  at  the  city  of  New* 
the  first  ward  of  the  said  city,  and  within  the  county  a 
became,  and  was  indebted  to  the  said  plaintiff,  in  a  Is 
of  money,  to  be  paid  upon  request,  to  wit,  in  the  sun 
haodred  dollars,  lawful  money  of  the  United  States  of . 
for  money,  by  the  said  defendant,  before  that  time 
received  to  the  use  of  the  *said  plaintifi*,  whereby,  and  by      [*194] 
reason  whereof,  and  of  the  said  sum  of  money  being  still  due  ^Jr^jJ^J^'j^^ 
and  unpaid,  an  action  hath  accrued  to  the  said  pfdntiir,  to  fident.     That 
demand  and  have  of  and  firom  the  said  defendant  the  said  sum  r<>™.  ®^.^**^ 
of  money  above  demanded;  yet  the  said  defendant,  although  SSI  lotilTpttrty 
often  requested,  hath  not  paid  the  said  sum  of  five  hundred  ^y-  ^  ^ 
dollars,  above   demanded,  oV  any  part  thereof,  to  the  said  form  of^deciai^ 
plaintiff,  but  he,  to  do  the  like,  hath  hitherto  wholly  refused,  "«  '"^^    • 


er  It    . 

Ml  ii  M  •clioQ  fbonded  oo  a  itatute,  the  ptatntiflT  must  state  ipecially  the  cause  of  action  arisior  under 
*B«ainia.    {BartUU  ▼.  Crmier,  17  Jckmt,  Rep,  406,  aad  the  casei  atad.    CnOxm  v.  Retgrtm,  UtJohm 
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NEW.  YORK,  and  still  doth  refuse,  to  the  damage  of  the  said  plaintiiTy  of  five 
^^2^^22^  hundred  dollars,  and  thereof  he  brings  suit,^'  &c.     Plea,  the 
general  issue. 

The  cause  was  tried  «t  the  New-TorJc  sittings,  on  the  8th 
Aprily  1807,  before  Mr.  Justice  Tompkins.  At  the  trial,  the 
plaintiflTs  counsel  stated,  that  the  suit  was  brought  to  recover 
the  sum  of  five  himdnod  idoUars,  uwier  ikid  second  section  of 
tlie  act,  entitled,  "  An  act  to  prevent  excessive  and  deceitful 
gaming,"  {Rev.  Laws  of  N*  Y.  vol.  1.  p.  231.  sess.  24. 
c.  46.  1  R.  L.  152.)  which  section  is  as  follows :  '^  And  be 
it  further  enacted,  That  every  person  who  fiball,  *at  any  time 
or  sitting,  by  playing  at  -any  game,  or  by  betting  on  the  sides 
or  hands  of  such  as  do  play  at  any  game,  lose  to  any  one  or 
more  persons  so  playing  or  betting,  in  the  whole,  the  sum  of 
twenty-five  dollars,  in  money  or  in  any  other  thing  to  such 
amount,  and  shall  pay  or  delrver  the  same,  or  any  part  t^iereof, 
it  shall  be  lawful  for  such  person  within  three  months  next 
thereafter,  to  sue  for  and  recover  the  money  or  value  of  the 
things  so  lost  and  paid  or  delivered,  or  any  part  thereof,  from 
the  winner,  with  costs  of  suit,  hy  action  of  debt  founded  on 
this  act,  in  any  court  of  record  having  cognizance  of  the  same, 
in  which  action  it  shall  be  sufficicBi  fer  the  plaintiff  to  alle^ 
in  his  declaration,  that  the  defendant  is  indebted  to  the  plaintiflf 
in  the  moneys  so  lost  and  paid,  or  in  the  amount  of  the  value 
of  the  things  so  lost  and  delivered,  for  so  much  money  had  and 
received  by  such  defendant  to  the  plaintiff's  use,  without  set- 
ting forth  the  special  matter :  and  in  case  die  person  who  shall 
lose  such  money,  or  other  thing  xts  aforesaid,  shall  not,  within 
the  time  aforesaid,  bona  Jide,  and  without  collusion,  sue  and 

f  •  1953  prosecute  with  effect  *fbr  the  money  or  other  things  so  by  him 
lost  and  paid,  or  delivered,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  any  person, 
by  any  such  action,  to  sue  for  and  recover  the  same,  imd  treHe 
the  amount  or  value  thereof,  with  costs  of  suit  against  such 
vnnner,  the  one  moiety  of  such  forfeiture,  when  recovered,  to 
be  paid  to  the  overseers  of  the  poor  of  the  city  or  town  in  wiiich 
such  offence  shaH  be  committed,  and  the  other  moiety  to  the 
person  who  will  sue  for  the  same.*'  (1  Rev.  Stctt.  662.) 

It  appeared  that  diflferent  sums  of  money  had  been  won  at 

Clay,  between  the  fJfteenth  day  of  May,  one  thousand  eight 
undred  and  three,  and  the  twc^Mth  day  of  February,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  four,  by  the  defendant,  of  one 
F.  A.,  who  was  called  as  a  witness,  and  testified,  that,  at  dif- 
ferent times,  between  the  fifteenth  day  of  May,  1803,  and  the 
twelfth  day  of  February,  1804,  the  witness  lost  with  the  de- 
fendant, at  gaming,  five  sums  of  money,  each  sum  amounting 
to,  at  least,  twenty-five  dollars,  but  that  he  could  not  specify 
what  particular  sum  h§  lost  at  any  one  time.  He  was,  how- 
ever, sure,  that  the  sums  so  lost  at  each  of  those  five  times  ex  • 
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ceeded  tweotj-five  dollar9.    The  present  suit  was  not  brought  new.york, 
uDtil  the  twelfth  day  of  May,  1804.  Jl^^i^ 

The  counsel  for  the  defemkuU  objected,  that  the  plaintiff 
could  not  recover ; 

Ist.  Because  the  evidence  did  not  support  the  declaration, 
as  no  recovery  could  be  bad  in  this  action,  except  for  money 
lost  at  play  by  the  plaintiff,  Cole ;, 

2d.  Because  no  particular  sum  was  specified  at  any  particu- 
lar losing ;  and 

3d.  If  a  recovery  could  be  had,  it  could  only  be  for  trebh 
the  amount  of  a  particular  sum  lost  at  one  time  or  sitting. 

The  judge  overruled  the  objections,  and  a  verdict  was  taken 
for  the  plamtiff  for  375  dollars,  in  order  to  have  the  opinion  of 
the  court  on  the  points  above  stated. 

•JL  Riker,  for  the  defendant,  now  moved  to  set  aside  the  •  [*  196  ] 
verdict,  and  that  a  nonsuit  should  be  entered.  He  contended, 
that  the  plaintiff  could  not  recover  on  the  declaration.  The 
Rtatute  enables  a  person  who  loses  25  dollars,  or  upwards,  at 
learning,  to  recover  it  back,  by  an  action  of  indebitatus  assump^ 
sii,  for  so  much  money  had  and  received  to  his  use.  It  then 
}»rovides,  that  if  the  party  does  not  bring  his  action  within 
three  months,  that  then  any  o^r  person,  as  a  common  in- 
former, may  sue  for  and  recover  the  same,  and  treble  the, 
amount.  Where  the  party  himself  brings  the  action^  the  de- 
fendant may  know  the  cause  for  which  it  is  brought ;  but 
where  an  action  of  assumpsii^  in  the  common  form,  is  brought 
by  a  stranger,  it  is  impossible  that  the  defendant  should  know 
the  ground  of  the  suit,  or  come  prepared  to  meet  it.  It  is  a 
general  and  well  settled  rule  of  the  common  law,  that  the 
plaintiff  must  state  his  cause  of  action  with  convenient  cer- 
tainty, in  order  that  the  defendant  may  not  be  surprised,  but 
may  come  prepafed  to  meet  it  at  the  trial.  The  statute  being 
penal,  and  in  derogation  of  the  conunon  law,  ought  to  be  con- 
strued with  the  greatest  strictness. 

Again^  the  statute  says,  that  the  party  shall  forfeit  the  sum 
lost  and  treble  the  amount ;  the  verdict  should  have,  therefore, 
,been  for  four  times  the  amount  lost,  or  500  dollars.  In  an 
action  on  a  penal  statute,  the  plaintiff  must  recover  the  pre-  . 
cise  penalty  or  nothing.  (1  Hen,  Black.  251.  Marshall^  arg%^ 
eado.    3  Mod.  41.) 

T.  A.  Emmei^  contra.  The  act  was  intended  to  prevent  a 
great  and  growing  vice,  and  great  latitude,  as  to  the  form  of 
action,  was  given,  in  order  to  prevent  any  difficulties  which 
might  arise  as  to  the  pleadings.  The  form  of  the  declaration, 
in  which  the  plaintiff  states,  that  he  sues  as  well  for  himself, 
as  for  the  overseers  of  the  poor  of  the  city  of  New-Yorkj  &c., 
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N£W.YORK,  BuflSciently  apprized  the  defendant  of  the  cause  of  acticm.   Sap 

^JJ^^j^Jf^  pose  the  action  brought  by  a  party,  who  had  lost  fifty  different 

Cole       sums  on  different  days,  in  gaming  with  the  same  person,  he 

▼•  might  bring  one  action  jfor  the  whole,  and  the  defendant  would 

r  ♦  1*071      ^  equally  at  a  loss  to  know  •the  precise  ground  of  action. 

I  isn  J  rpi^^  action  need  not  be  debt ;  for  the  statute,  after  saying  that 
the  losing  party  may  declare  for  so  much  money  had  and 
received  to  his  use,  declares,  that,  if  no  suit  is.  brought  by 
the  party  in  three  months,  any  other  person  may  sue  ^*  by  any 
such  action,"  and  recover  the  money  lost,  and  treble  the  value 
in  damages,  thus  expressly  giving  the  common  informer  the 
same  action  as  that  before  granted  to  the  losing  party. 

A  stranger,  or  common  informer,  who  sues  for  the  penalty, 
is  entitled  to  greater  indulgence  in  pleading,  for  he  may  not 
always  know  the  precise  facts ;  and,  if  compelled  to  state  the 
cause  of  action  with  perfect  certainty,  as  to  time,  place, 
amount,  &c.,  the  intention  of  the  act  might  be  defeated.  The 
legislature  evidently  intended  to  facilitate  the  recovery  in  this 
case,  by  giving  a  simple  form  of  action.  The  doctrine  stated 
from  WQuillin  v.  Coa?,  (1  H,  Black,  49.^  is  merely  that  in 
action  of  debt^  founded  on  a  record,  specialty  or  statute,  givinij 
a  certain  penalty,  the  precise  sum  must  be  stated.  The  same 
strictness  will  not  be  required  in  the  present  form  of  action. 

Per  Curiam.  The  action  of  the  plaintiff  is  founded  entirely 
upon  the  authority  of  the  statute.  There  was  no  contract  or 
privity  existing  between  him  and  the  defendant,  from  which 
the  law  would  raise  an  implied  assumpsit  in  the  defendant  to 
pay  money  to  him.  The  declaration,  containing  only  a  single 
count  for  money  had  and  received,  could  not  then  have  dis- 
closed to  the  defendant  the  grountis  of  the  action ;  and,  in 
legal  intendment,  the  testimony  at  the  trial  must  have  been  a 
complete  surprise.  An  action  founded  upon  a  statute  must 
state  specially  the  cause  of  action  arising  under  the  statute. 
Nothing  will  prevent  the  application  of  this  rule  but  the  statute 
itself  giving  a  particular  form  of  declaration.  In  the  statute 
respecting  gaming,  there  is  no  form  of  declaring  given,  when 
a  common  mformer,  as  the  plaintiff  is,  brings  a  qui  tarn  action 
for  the  money  lost  and  the  treble  damages.  He  is  to  have  an 
[  ♦  19b  ]  action  of  debt  founded  *on  the  statute,  and  further  than  that 
is  not  provided  for  in  this  case.  The  statute  is  silent  as  to 
the  mode  of  declaring  in  such  action  ;  and  the  plaintiff  must 
consequently  follow  the  general  rule  of  stating  the  special 
matter  upon  which  his  cause  of  action  arises.  The  testimony 
did  not  support  a  count  for  money  had  and  received  to  the 
plaintiff^s  use ;  and  a  judgment  of  nonsuit  must  be  entered. 

The  statute  of  9  Jinne,  c.  14.  s.  2.  contains  precisely  the 
same  provisions  as  our  act.  The  latter  is,  in  fBuci,  a  transcript 
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of  the  former ;  and  when  the  common  informer  sues  in  that  ncw.tobx^ 
case,  upon  the  neglect  of  the  loser  to  sue  within  the  three  vJJS^iSJJ^ 
months,  he  states  the  special  matter,  and  does  not  declare  thsPxopi.i 
limply  upon  the  count  for  money  had  and  received.    This     .    ^• 
appears  from  the  record  in  the  case  of  Frederick  v.  Lookup^        »"o»t. 
(4  Burr.  2018.)  which  was  an  action  founded  upon  the  same 
clause  of  the  statute* 

Judgment  of  nonsuit 


The  People,  ex  relat.  Corless,  against  Anthony. 

THIS  was  a  case  of  a  forcible  entry  and  detainer,  brought  Where  a  jut. 
before  this  court  by  certiorari.  From  the  return  to  the  cer*  J[^  S^iS!^ 
tiorari,  the  following  (adts  appeared.  On  the  19th  dayof  iSep-  section  of  tbe 
tember,  1805,  at  EasUm,  in  Woihingtan  county,  Corku  com-  foj^We'^M^ 
plained  of  a  forcible  detainer  by  Anthony^  of  a  farm  and  and  detainen/' 
messuage  in  Easton,  and  the  justice,  having  satisfied  himself  of  ||^  "SJ^Ihe 
the  tram  of  the  complaint,  issued  his  precept  to  the  sheriff  to  justice  should 
summon  a  grand  jury  to  meet  on  the  21  st  of  September,  and  on  P'*^<»»*y  «<>>" 
the  same  day  he  caused  a  written  ^notice  of  the  summoning  [  *  199  ] 
of  tbe  inquest  to  be  given  to  Anthony.  The  parties  met  on  SJJ^^^^^'J^ 
the  day,  and  the  jury  appeared  and  were  duly  sworn  and  charg-  force.  h»eems 
ed  to  inquire  of  the  complaint.    After  hearing  the  evidence,  liJ^'V^Jr*^*"® 

^,      .         •  ,  *  ,  ,       ^    .  ,      '  to  an  inaictment 

the  jury  returned  an  inquisition,  under  seal,  on  the  same  day,  for  a  forcible 

static,  that  Corlesi  was,  on  the  18th  September,  1805,  seised  ^^  ^  ^ 

of  a  rarm  and  messuage,  in  Easton,  for  a  term  of  years  vet  be  in  v^ming. 

unexpired,  and  that  Anthony  forcibly  entered  and  expelled  SSntforaforcl^ 

him,  and  from  that  day  did  forcibly  keep  him  out     Anthony  bie  entry  and 

ideaded  to  the  inquisition,  not  guilty.     The  justice  thereupon,  ^*j|jy'fi^^ 

on  tbe  23d  September^  issued  a  precept  to  the  sheriff  to  sum-  <fefen^iguiity 

mon  a  pe^t  jury  to  meet  on  the  29th  of  September,  to  try  the  ^/^  <teiaii»ef 

traverse.    On  that  day  the  parties  met,  and  tne  sheriff  returned  kjint  \»  t^ 

Jie  jury,  who  were  sworn,  and  after  hearing  the  proofs  and  J^Jj^  ^°i^t 

allegations  of  the  parties,  found  the  defendant  guilty.    The  the  partj,  in  a 

justice  thereupon  adjudged  tliat  restitution  be  made,  and  that  ^^^^^Jj! 

tbe  defendant  should  pay  to  the  plaintiff  for  his  damages,  24  tainer,      only 

dollars.  where  there  b  a 

mT-  t      •        1      .  t  conviction  upon 

This  case  was  submitted  without  argument.  riew^accordini^ 

to  the  first  sec- 
tioB  of  the  act. 

Kent,  Ch.  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court.  1.  The 
first  objection  to  this  proceeding  is,  that  it  does  not  appear 
that  the  justice,  after  the   complauit  made,  went  to  view, 
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mw^YGKL,  or  tbtt  be  recorded,  the  force.    Tlie  record  steles,  that  the 
^^JZj^SJ;^  justice,  "  hwin^  first  satisfied^  himself  of  the  truth  of  the  com- 
Tn  Fboplb  plaint,"  did  issue  his  precept.      The  act  says,  (11th  sess.  e.  6. 
.    ^'  B.  2,)  that  the  justice,  after  complaint,  shall,  "  within  a  con- 

venient time,  go  to  the  place  and  remove  the  force,  and  take 
the  power  of  the  conntj  with  him,  if  need  be,  and  shall  have 
authority  to  inquire  by  the  people  of  the  county,  and  shall 
cause  the  lands  to  be  reseised,"  <tc.  These  directions  are  in 
the  second  section  of  the  act,  and  seem  to  apply  to  a  summary 
remedy  by  the  act  of  the  justice  alone.  But  the  third  section 
of  the  act  contains  the  provisions  under  which  modem  pro- 
ceedings by  indictment  are  generally  conducted.  This  seo 
tion  supersedes  the  necessity  of  the  justice  previously  going 
[  ♦  200  ]  in  person  to  view  and  record  *the  force.  Both  proceedings 
cannot  be  necessary  at  the  same  time,  and  though  the  third 
section  saytr,  that  "  when  the  justice  makes  such  inquiries," 
he  shall  issue  his  precept,  this  is  not  to  be  construed  as  im- 
perative upon  him  to  have  a  previous  view  and  record  of  the 
force,  so  as  to  render  the  proceedings  ^  erroneous  without  sach 
previous  view.  The  statute  requires  a  more  reasonable  inters 
pretation ;  and  the  reason  why  the  statute  appears  to  contain 
provisions  apparently  inconsistent  with  each  other,  or  supers 
fluous,  is,  that  the  statutes  of  the  5  R.  11.  the  15  it.  II.  the  8 
JET.  VI.  and  the  31  Eliz.  on  this  subject,  are  all  literally  copied, 
in  succession,  into  our  statute,  though  the  latter  English  stat- 
utes enlarged  and  improved  upon  the  more  imperfect  remedy 
given  by  the  two  first  statutes.  The  third  section  of  our  stat- 
ute is  taken  fi'om  that  of  8  H.  VI.  and  it  must  be  construed  as 
affording  a  distinct  and  noore  specific  remedy  than  that  con- 
tained in  the  former  sections,  (a) 

2.  A  second  objection  taken  is,  that  the  indictment  does  not 
show  before  whom  it  was  found.  But  this  objection  does  not 
appear  to  be  true,  in  point  of  fact.  The  record  states,  that 
Henry  Van  Schaick,  one  of  the  justices  of  the  peace  in  and  for 
the  county  of  Washington^  issued  his  precept  for  the  grand  jury; 
that  the  sheriff  of  the  county  of  Washington  summoned  and  re- 
turned the  panel  of  the  same  to  the  justice ;  that  the  jurors  were 

(a)  See  2  Rtn..  SUU.  507,  Title  X.  "  Sammarj  proceedings  to  recover  the  po«M> 
■ion  of  land  in  certain  cases. "  The  12th  sect  of  Article  1st,  *<  Of  forcible  entries 
and  detainer,"  provides,  that  "  the  verdict  of  such  jury  shall  be  received  and 


and  the  ISth  sect  provides,  that  the  said  Judge  "  shall  thereupon  issue  his  pre- 
cept, reciting  the  proceedings  before  him,  and  commanding  the  sheriff  of  the 
county,  or  any  constable  thereof,  to  cause  the  complainant  to  be  restored  and 
put  into  full  possession  of  the  said  premises,  according  as  he  was  seised  or  pos- 
sessed thereof  before  such  entry ;  and  shall  also,  in  the  same  piecept,  or  in  separ 
rate  execution,  direct  the  costs  and  expenses  so  assessed  to  be  levied  and  collect- 
ed of  the  defendant,  in  the  same  manner  as  costs  are  or  may  be  collected  on 
judgments  before  justices  of  the  peace  in  personal  actions.** 
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called,  tried,  approved  of,  and  sworn  by  the  justice,  and  by  him 
duly  charged  to  inquire  respecting  the  complaint ;  that  the 
jarors  beard  the  evidence  touching  the  same,  and  then,  on  the 
same  day  and  place,  delivered  to  him,  the  said  justice,  their 
inquisition.  This  is,  therefore,'  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  a 
sufficient  caption  to  the  indictment,  for  it  states  every  thing 
which  ought  to  precede  an  indictment,  to  show  that  it  was 
taken  before  a  magistrate  having  jurisdiction  in  the  case. 

3.  The  next  objection  is,  that  there  was  no  legal  traverse, 
because  it  is  not  shown  to  have  been  in  writing.  The  record 
states,  that  "  the  indictment  being  read  to  the  defendant  by  the 
justice,  he  pleaded  thereto,  that  he  was  not  *guilty  of  the  prem- 
ises in  the  said  indictment  by  the  said  jurors  found."  The 
words  of  the  statute  are,  '^  that  if  any  person  who  shall  be  in- 
dicted upon  this  act  before  such  justice,  shall  immediately  trav- 
erse such  indictment,  then  the  justice  shall  make  a  precept," 
&c.  There  is  nothing  in  the  statute  requiring  this  traverse  of 
the  force  to  be  in  writing ;  and  though  Hawkins  says,  (b.  1 .  c. 
64.  8.  58.)  that  it  must  be  done  in  writing,  and  not  by  a  bare 
denial  of  the  force  by  parol,  yet  none  of  the  authorities  to  which 
he  refers,  appear  to  support  this  position,  and  it  is  against  all 
the  rules  of  pleading  in  criminal  cases.  Whether  the  traverse 
in  the  present  case  was  or  was  not  in  writing,  does  not  ap- 
pear by  the  record ;  and  if  it  really  were  necessary  that  it  should 
be  in  writing,  I  should  contend  from  this  record  that  it  was 
so,  for  it  was  received  and  acted  upon  as  a  competent  plea. 
But  the  defendant  belo^  having  put  in  this  plea,  and  acted 
upon  it,  he  cannot  now  be  permitted  to  come  here,  and  allege 
that  his  own  plea  was  bad.  This,  of  itself,  is  a  decisive  an- 
swer to  the  objection. 

4.  Another  objection  is,  that  the  conviction  is  not  warranted 
by  the  indictment,  as  the  latter  is  for  a  forcible  entry  and  de- 
tainer, and  the  former  of  a  detainer  only. 

There  is  no  weight  in  this  objection.  On  an  indictment  for 
a  forcible  entry  and  detainer,  the  petit  jury  may  find  the  de- 
fendant guilty  of  the  detainer  only,  for  a  writ  of  restitution  will 
equally  go,  as  if  the  conviction  had  reached  to  the  whole  indict- 
ment, and  the  assessment  of  the  damages  will  be  in  proportion 
to  the  degree  of  guilt  or  injury.  On  an  indictment  for  grand 
larceny,  tne  defendant  may  be  found  guilty  of  petit  larceny 
only,  or  on  an  indictment  for  robbery  or  burglary,  he  may  be 
found  guilty  of  simple  larceny,  and  on  an  indictment  for  mur- 
der, the  verdict  may  be  for  manslaughter,  and  these  several 
convictions  will  be  good.  The  same  reason  applies  to  the 
present  case.  • 

Vol.  IV.  23      '  177 


NEW-YORK, 

May,  1809. 

The  People 

V. 

Anthort. 
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NEW -YORK,      5.  The  last  objection  which  I  shall  notice  is,  that  the  jostice 
May,  1809.     QUght  to  have  set  a  fine  upon  view  of  the  force.     The  record 

^"j][^^i^^  states,  that  after  the  verdict  and  award  of  restitution,  *the  jus- 
tice did  ^^  adjudge,  that  the  said  Anthony  pay  to  the  said  CoT' 
less,  for  his  c^amages  which  he  had  sustained  in  the  premises, 
24  dollars."  The  statute  says,  that  the  party  convicted  upon 
the  traverse,  ^^  shall  pay  such  costs  and  damages  to  the  party 
complaining,  as  shall  be  assessed  by  the  justice  before  whom 
the  same  is  tried."  It  appears,  then,  that  the  assessment  in 
this  case  was  strictly  in  conformity  with  the  statute.  The  fine 
spoken  of  in  the  books,  is  when  the  justice  convicts  one  of  a 
forcible  detainer  upon  view,  according  to  the  provision  in  the 
first  section  of  the  statute ;  but  in  a  proceeding  by  indictment 
and  traverse,  under  the  third  section,  as  this  was,  the  assess- 
ment, as  in  the  present  case,  must  be  correct. 

Having  thus  examined  all  the  material  objections  raised  to 
the  proceedings  and  conviction,  the  opinion  of  the  court  is, 
that  the  conviction  be  affirmed,  and  if  restitution  has  not  already 
been  had,  that  the  same  be  awarded  out  of  this  court,  with 
process  of  execution  for  the  damages  assessed,  togetlier  with 
the  costs  in  this  court,  to  be  taxed  against  Anthony. 

'  Conviction  affirmed. 


Jackson,  ex  dem.  Duncan  and  others,  against  Harder. 

n^  P^  "^^  THIS  was  an  action  of  ejectment  for  lands  in  the  city  of  Hud- 
pcMsessioa  of  son.  The  causc  was  tried  at  the  Columbia  circuit,  before  Mr. 
fandforSorio  Justice  Van  Ness,  in  October,  1807. 

[  *  ^^^'Ider  *^^  ^^^  ^"^''  William  Coventry,  a  witness  for  the  plaintiflT, 
c^'  of  tide,  testified,  that  he  was  43  years  of  age,  and  lived  upon  the  Sal- 
WM  held  enti-  isbury  patent ;  that  his  father  came  there  in  1760 ;  and  John 
in  %^'uSISt  M'  Comb  was  in  possession  of  lands  south  of  him.  Wynant 
against  a  mera  Mantle  was  the  first  possessor  under  M^Comb,  and  was  there 
v^^otMe*'  ^  y^^g  ^^^  ^^^  remained  in  possession  until  after  Duncan 

A    mere  in- 
truder will  not  be  allowed  to  protect  himself  in  the  possession,  by  setting  up  an  outstanding  title  in  a 
stranger,  (a) 

An  ouutanding  title  in  a  stranger  cannot  be  set  up  where  there  has  been  an  adverse  possession  of  SO  jean. 

A  claim  or  title,  which  could  not  be  set  up  by  a  person  while  in  possession,  cannot  be  set  up  by  another 
person,  who  comes  into  possession  under  him.  {b) 

A  parol  partition  of  land,  carried  into  effect  by  possession  taken  by  each  party  of  his  respective  t^ — 
accoixling  to  the  partition,  will  be  valid  and  binduig  on  the  parties,  (c) 

(a)  Jbetemv.  JImoIor^  6  Wad,  Hep.  dl.    Juk$ouv.  Sekauber,!  Cow.  Jl^.  187.    7  (W.  R«p.  60i 

(ft)  JMkton  y.  mfckofH  of,  5  Wend.  Rep.  53. 

(e)  See  Jadu9%  v.  Ayert^  14  Johta.  JUp.  9M,  and  the  cases  in  note  (a.) 
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and  (km^hell,  two  <^  the  lessors,  came  into  poBsession,  when  new-torx, 
lie  became  tbeir  tenant.  After  he  went  away,  William  Cochran  ^^y*  ^®^- 
came  into  possession  under  Duncan  and  Campbelly  and  remained 
there  several  years.  Alexander  Patterson  took  possession  after- 
wards under  Duncan  and  Campbell.  Jacob  Elias  came  on  the 
premises  in  1779,  under  Duncan  and  Campbell^  by  lease  for  a  year, 
and  continued  thereon  until  his  death ;  and  his  family  still  live 
there.  In  1776,  the  father  ofthewitnessandM'Comi  divided  the 
north  part  of  the  patent,  down  to  a  certain  white-ash  tree,  and 
then  running  east  to  the  east  bounds  of  the  patent.  The  north 
part  was  held  by  his  father,  and  is  now  held  by  the  witness. 
The  south  part  fell  to  M'Comby  about  the  year  1779  or  1780. 
After  Jacob  Elias  was  upon  the  premises,  Samuel  Howe  and 
Jonathan  Baker  came  in  possession ;  I3iasj  Howe^  and  Baker 
bad  possession,  and  built  houses  upon  the  tract, claimingtitle, 
and  saying  they  had  purchased  of  Duncan  and  Campbell.  Baker 
built  on  me  south-east  part  of  the  tract  claimed  by  D.  and  C. 
and  near  the  place  called  Stoney  Dock.  Elias  built  on  the 
north-east 'part  of  the  tract,  where  his  family  now  are,  and  at 
the  place  where  Mantle^  Cochran^  and  Patterson  formerly  re- 
sided. Samuel  Howe  built  near  the  east  line  of  the  tract  where 
Jonathan  Fish  afterwards  lived,  upon  a  farm  now  owned  and  * 
possessed  by  the  defendant,  but  not  the  premises  now -in  dis- 
pute. The  witness  was  present  when  Baker ^  Howe^  and  Elias 
agreed  upon  a  division  of  the  land  bought  of  Duncan  and  C, 
and  the  plan  was  marked  out  upon  the  bam.  A  survey  was 
afterwards  made  agreeably  thereto.  The  parties,  afterwards, 
poi^ssed,  and  built,  in  severalty,  according  to  that  division, 
which  took  place  in  the  spring  of  1783.  *Upon  that  division, 
there  was  a  small  piece  of  about  two  acres  at  the  north-east 
comer  of  Baker* s  former  possession,  which  fell  to  Howe^  and 
has  always  been  held  with  the  portion  allotted  to  Howe.  Baker 
went  away,  about  the  year  1787  or  1788,  and  one  Bundles  suc- 
ceeded to  the  possession,  and  after  him,  the  defendant.  The 
witness  pointed  out,  on  a  diagram,  the  manner  of  the  division 
between  HowCj  Elias^  and  Baker j  by  which  it  appeared,  that 
E&as  took  one  half  of  Duncan  and  CampbeWs  tract,  and  one 
third  of  the  remaining  half.  That  Elias  took  his  half  upon  the 
north,  and  his  third  of  the  remaining  half  upon  the  south-east 
comer.  Howe  took  his  part,  lying  upon  the  east,  and  bounded 
opon  the  north  and  south  sides  by  Mias^  and  extending  about  . 
hklf  the  distance  from  the  east  side  to  the  river.  Baker  took 
his  share  at  the  south-west  comer.  The  witness,  on  his  cross- 
examination,  said,  that  Casper  Salisbury y  as  far  back  as  he  could 
remember,  lived  within  the  tract  claimed  by  Duncan  and  C.  and 
held  under  the  Salisbury  claim  and  against  them ;  his  old  farm 
extended  as  far  as  Stoney  Dockj  and  the  lands  lying  south  of  the 
Hne,  which  runs  east  from  Stoney  Dock,  were  possessed  under 
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IfEW-YdkK,  the  Salisbury  claim.     One  Ddamatter  held  east  of  Ca$per  Sal 
Mtiy,  1809.     isbury,  and  the  widow  Moore  east  of  him.    That  Dmicaii  and 

^^■jT^i^^^)^  Campbell^  or  HTComby  never  had  any  lands  in  possession  south 
V.  of  the  east  line  from  Stoney  Dock. 

RDKR.  Alexander  Patterson,  another  witness  for  the  plaintiff,  testi- 
fied, that  he  had  lived  on  the  M'  Comb  tract.  That  he  went  on 
under  Dancan  and  Campbell,  in  1775.  Wynant  Mantle  lived 
there  under  M'  Comb,  in  1764.  Elias  succeeded  the  witness  in 
the  possession.  A  son  of  Casper  Salisbury  had  a  field  south  of 
him,  and  Casper  Salisbury  had  afield  still  farther  south,  which 
the  witness,  afterwards,  held  under  fVilliam  Ludloto.  This  was 
in  1774,  and  the  witness  then  lived  with  his  father-in-law.  In 
1763, 1764,  or  1765,  he  had  some  grain  on  a  field  which,  after- 
wards, came  into  the  possession  of  Baker.  The  fence  was 
gone,  and  the  land  then  vacant.     Cochran  was  in  possession 

I  *205]  before  he  came  •on,  and  Cochran  held  under  Duncan.  The 
son  of  Casper  Salisbury  held  some  land  for  one  year  under 
Cochran.  The  land  held  by  Casper  Salisbury  was  meadow 
land,  and  the  witness,  afterwards,  occupied  it  under  Ludlow. 
When  Salisbury  moved  away,  the  land  was  turned  into  com- 
mon, and  Ludlow  got  a  judgment  agsinsi  the  possession,  vrhieh 
he  sold  at  auction,  and  bid  off  himself.  Ludlow  said  he  would 
hold  the  land  as  long  as  he  could,  and  ofiered  it  to  the  witness 
for  a  pair  of  horses.  The  witness  continued  in  possession  until 
the  late  war,  when  he  left  it,  and  then  Ludlow  sold  the  land 
to  Baker.  There  was  some  land  north  of  Casper  SaUsbury^s 
possession,  which,  on  the  division  between  Howe,  Elias,  and 
jBaker,  fell  to  Baker.  Part  of  Casper  Salisbury's  possession 
extended  near  to  Stoney  Dock,  and  he  claimed  no  more  than  be 
had  enclosed,  and  Ludlow  claimed  all  that  Salisbury  had  en- 
closed. Salisbury  had  all  his  possession  south  of  the  road,  and 
it  lay  on  both  sides  of  the  south  line  of  M'Comi'^  tracU  i3a- 
ker's  house  and  barn  were  no  part  of  Salisbury's  possession. 
The  greater  part  of  Salisbury's  possession  lay  north  of  M^  Comb's 
south  line,  as  laid  out  on  the  diagram. 

Samuel  Howe,  another  witness  for  the  plaintiff,  w&s  objected 
to  as  interested,  but  was  admitted.  He  testified,  that  M' Comb's 
and  CanipbelPs  tract  extended  from  Coventry's  down  to  an  ash 
tree  upon  the  river.  He  proved  the  division  between  Baker, 
Elias,  and  him,  as  above-mentioned.  They  possessed  severally 
according  to  tJie  division.  Baker  and  Elias  were  in  posses- 
sion before  the  agreement  for  a  division.  Baker  first  lived  at 
the  south-west  corner  of  the  tract,  and  built  near  the  same 
place,  east  of  Stoney  Dock,  and  north  of  the  road  leading  to 
the  river.  They  agreed  that  each  should  have  an  equal  share 
of  Duncan's  right.  In  1763,  they  chalked  out  the  division,  and 
agreed  to  have  it  surveyed,  and  it  was  done  by  David  Ckttty. 
Llias  took  CampbelTs  half,  and  the  residue  was  equally  divided 
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dunong  the  three.  Each  party  agreed  to  hold  according  to  the 
mirvey.  The  witness  sold  to  Jonathan  Fish,  and  the  defend- 
ant *got  the  land  from  him,  and  now  holds  it  as  his  own.  In 
the  survey,  (the  lines  of  which  Baker  afterwards  retraced  and 
agreed  to,)  the  line  extended  dotvn  to  the  ash  tree  upon  the 
river,  and  then  east ;  and  that  line  east  from  the  ash  tree,  was 
the  southern  line  agreed  on  by  the  occupants  of  Duncan  and 
CampbelFs  tract.  About  60  acres  of  C.  Salisbury's  possession 
were  mirt  of  the  land  divided  between  them,  and  purchased 
from  Ihincan.  Baker  purchased  the  possession  of  hudlowj  in 
1781.  Ludlow  told  the  witness  that  he  did  not  pretend  to  any 
thing  more  than  a  bare  possession;  and  this  was  after  the 
agreement  with  Duncan  and  Campbell.  I/udlow  also  said,  that 
*he  fee  of  the  land  was  in  Duncan  and  Campbell. 

The  testimony  relative  to  Ludlow^s  confessions  about  the 
title  was  objected  to  by  the  counsel  for  the  defendant,  but  the 
objection  was  overruled. 

The  lot  purchased  from  Ludlow  was  taken  by  Baker  as  part 
of  his  share  of  the  tract  purchased  from  Duncan  and  Campoell, 
Delamatter^s  land  lay  east  of  Salisbury's,  and  north  of  the  south 
line  of  M*  Comb.  Elias  was,  by  agreement,  to  buy  in  Delamat- 
/fr'f  claim,  and  the  witness  and  -Bafccr  were  to  buy  off  Ludlow^s. 
On  the  division  of  the  purchase,  it  was  not  considered  that  fa- 
irer had  any  greater  right  than  the  witness  and  Elias ;  neither 
did  Baker y  on  account  of  the  purchase  iirom  Ludlow,  claim  any 
more  land  than  Elias  and  the  witness.  Baker  moved  away  in 
1787  or  1788,  and  he  told  the  witness  before  he  moved,  that  he 
owed,  and  could  not  pay  Duncan,  and  that  he -must  quit  the 
land:  The  defendant  is  now  in  possession  of  this  land.  The 
parties  agreed  to  CullyU  map  and  division,  and  the  possessions 
are  now  held  agreeable  to  the  division  of  1783.  The  witness 
paid  a  part  of  Uie  consideration  money  to  Ludlow,  and  on  the 
division,  one  and  a  half,  or  two  acres,  of  Salisbury's  possession 
fell  to  him,  and  he  took  possession  of  it  the  day  after  Cully's 
survey.  When  Baker  bought  of  Ludlow,  there  was  a  dispute 
about  the  land,  and  Ludlow  said  that  he  had  bought  Salisbury^ 
possession.  One  Rakemire  ^lived  on  Salisbury's  possession, 
when  the  witness  first  knew  it,  as  tenant  of  Lualow,  and  some 
part  of  that  possession  then  appeared  old.  Whatever  claim 
Salisbury  had,  Ludlow  pretended  to  have.  Ludlow  said  that 
Salisburi/^  possession  belonged  to  the  Duncan  and  Campbell 
tract.  Elias  died  two  or  three  years  after  the  division,  but  he 
never  got  (as  the  witness  knew)  the  south-^ast  third  of  the 
sooth  half,  which  is  possessed  by  Delamatter  and  Whithck. 
The  witness  paid  Baker  his  portion  of  what  he  paid  Ludlow. 
Duncan  and  Campbell  each  owned  half  of  the  tract  sold  to  the 
witness. 

The  plaintiff  then  gave  the  following  evidence  of  title. 
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I  

NEW-TORK,  1.  A  deed  from  Daniel  Campbell  to  Jacob  lUiaSj  for  an  undi- 
^^2:;jf^  vided  half  of  the  MComb  tract,  dated  24th  ApHl,  1784  ;  this^ 
deed  recited,  that  the  sheriff  sold,  at  auction,  a  tract  of  land ' 
granted  by  patent  to  Van  Salisbury  and  Slytinghurst,  contain- 
ing 1000  morgan  ;  that  John  MComb  possessed  and  claimed 
one  fourth  of  the  tract ;  that  Duncan  and  Campbell  purchased, 
at  the  auction,  the  share  o{  MComij  and  took  a  deed,  and  the 
covenants  are  against  the  grantor  only. 

2.  A  deed  from  John  Duncan  to  Jacob  Elias,  for  one  third 
of  one  half,  dated  11th  October,  1785.  It  stated,  that  the  land 
So  purchased  by  D.  and  C.  was  then  possessed,  in  part,  by 
Jacob  Elias,  Samuel  Howe,  and  Jonathan  Baker, 

3.  A  like  deed  from  Duncan  to  Howe,  dated  4th  October, 
1785. 

4.  A  deed  from  the  sheriff  of  Albany,  to  Duncan  and  Cany^- 
bell,  dated  11th  June,  1770,  of  all  the  right  ofMComb  in  ^e 
patent,  being  one  Aa(/*  thereof.  This  deed  was  objected  to, 
because  there  was  neither  judgment  or  execution  to  support 
it ;  but  the  objection  was  overruled. 

The  plaintiff  then  proved  the  death  of  John  Duncan,  and 
that  the  lessors  were  his  heirs. 

The  defendant  proved  that,  of  the  twp  patentees,  Salisbury 
^  208]  survived,  and  died,  leaving  Hendrick  Salisbury  his  *heir  at  law. 
He  then  produced  a  deed  from  Hendrick,  dated  18th  July, 
1737,  for  the  lands  lying  south  of  an  east  line  from  Stoney 
Dock,  to  Herman  Salisbwry,  his  son,  for  the  con9ideration  of 
love  and  affection.  He  then  proved,  that  Casper  Saiisbury 
was  a  son  of  Herman ;  and  offered  to  prove,  that  Herman  en- 
tered about  the  date  of  the  deed  under  it,  and  lived  and  died 
on  the  premises,  claiming  and  possessing  to  the  line  running 
east  from  Stoney  Dock,  and  that  Casper  was  his  heir  at  law, 
and  on  his  death  succeeded  to  the  estate  under- the  same  title, 
and  held  it  under  that  title,  until  Lmdlow  got  possession  in 
1784,  under  a  judgment  and  execution.  This  testimony  was 
objected  to,  and  overruled. 

A  verdict  was  taken  for  the  plaintiff,  by  direction  of  the 
judge,  for  one  sixth  of  the  premises,  with  leave  to  enter  judg- 
ment for  the  whole,  or  any  part  greater  than  a  sixth,  which, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  court,  the  plaintiff  should  be  entitled  to 
recover,  on  the  facts  in  the  case,  as  above  stated. 

The  cause  was  argued,  at  the  last  August  term,  by  Van 
Vechten,  for  the  plaintiff,  and  E.  Williams,  for  the  defendant. 

Kent,  Ch.  J.,  now  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

This  case  presents  an  intricate  m&ss  of  facts  and  minute  cir 
cumstances,  which  it  becomes  necessary  to  analyze  and  digest^ 
with  care  and  patience,  before  we  can  discover  the  just  infer 
ences  which  flow  from  them. 
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JohnJi/tComb  was  in  possession  of  a  tract  of  land  in  jSbZu-  new-york 
iiiry  and  Sfytinghursfs  patent,  adjoining  the  premises,  as  early  ^"^^  '^^' 
is  the  year  1764.  He  continued  in  possession  until  the  year 
1770,  when  Duncan  and  Campbell  purchased,  at  auction,  of  the 
then  sheriff  of  Albany,  the  right  of  ilf  Comb  in  the  patent,  and 
which  was  stated  in  the  sheriff's  deed  to  be  one  half  of  it* 
l%ey  probably  took  possession  immediately,  and  peaceably, 
with  the  consent  of  i^  Combj  for  we  find  them  in  possession  in 
1774,  and  the  former  tenant  *of  M  Comb  continued  in  posses- 
sion under  him,  until  they  came  into  possession,  and  then  he 
became  their  tenant.  In  1776,  Coventry  and  MComb  made  a 
division  of  the  north  part  of  the  patent  down  to  a  certain  white- 
ash  tree,  and  running  cast  from  thence  to  the  east  bounds  of  the 
patent.  Upon  this  division,  the  south  part  fell  to  MComb^ 
and  the  north  part  to  Coventry ,  under  whom  it  is  still  held. 
This  partition  must  have  been  made  by  MComb,  for  and  on 
account  of  Duncan  and  Campbell,  for  they  were  then  in  pos- 
session, under  a  title  purporting  to  be  derived  from  MComb^ 
and  they  continued  to  possess  under  that  division,  and  thereby 
ratified  the  same  on  their  part.  This  division  was  so  made  as 
to  include  the  premises  in  question,  and  to  throw  the  same  into 
the  share  of  the  tract  which  fell  to  Duncan  and  Campbell. 
Before  this  time,  also,  Casper  Salisbury  must  have  left  that 
part  of  the  premises  which  he  had  before  held  adversely. 
The  precise  time  when  he  quitted  the  premises  does  not 
appear ;  but,  according  to  Patterson^  testimony,  it  must  have 
been  before  the  war,  and  when  he  went  away,  the  land,  was 
tamed  into  common.  This  division,  in  1776,  was  the  first  act 
of  actual  ownership  which  appears  to  have  been  asserted  and 
exercised  by  Duncan  and  Campbell,  over  the  premises  in  dis- 
pute, and  there  is  good  reason  to  infer,  that  from  that  time 
forward  the  pcemises  were  in  their  possession.  In  1779  or 
1780,  Baker  came  on  to  the  tract  under  Duncan  and  Camp- 
bell, and  he  went  immediately  on  the  south-west  comer  of  the 
tract  where  the  premises  are  situated.  Afler  he  had  come  into 
possession  under  D,  and  C,  he  purchased  Ijudlow*s  claim  to 
the  premises,  and  which  claim  was  founded  on  a  purchase,  at 
tbesherifTs  sale,  of  Salisbury's  possession.  Ludlow  never  pre- 
tended any  right  to  the  premises,  though  he  admitted  that  he 
was  possessed  of  all  the  claim  of  Salisbury.  He  said  that  the 
land  belonged  to  the  Duncan  and  Campbell  tract,  and  that  the 
fee  was  in  them,  and  that  he  did  not  pretend  to  any  thing  more 
than  a  mere  possession.  This  he  told  to  Baker,  who  must  have 
considered  his  claim  as  ^being  no  better,  for  he  continued  to 
hold  his  possession  under  D.  and  C,  and  never  pretended  to 
any  right  adverse  to  theirs.  The  purchase  of  hudloioU  claim 
was  made  in  pursuance  of  an  agreement  between  the  three 
tenants,  viz.  Elias,  Hotocj  and  Baker ^  for  their  common  bene- 
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NEW-TORK,  fit,  and  merely  to  quiet  their  possession.  Baker  never  pre- 
^^2I^^^1!^  tended  that  he  bad  acquired  any  superior  right  to  his  co-tenants, 
and  the  facts  authorize  us  to  conclude,  that  the  purchase- 
money  was  paid  equally  by  all  of  them.  This  purchase  was 
made  before  any  partition  between  the  three  co-tenants,  and 
while  it  was  understood  and  agreed  that  each  should  have  an 
equal  share  of  Duncan^s  right.  The  division  made  in  1783, 
between  Hotve,  EUas,  and  Bakery  is  conclusive  evidence  oi 
this  understanding  between  the  parties,  and  of  the  intentions 
of  Baker.  That  division  was  avowedly  made  by  them  of  the 
lands  which  they  had,  or  alleged  to  have,  purchased  of  D.  and 
C,  and  the  survey  by  Cull]/,  which  ran  down  to  the  white-ash 
tree,  was  made  by  their  direction  and  in  pursuance  of  that 
division,  and  possessions  were  afterwards  taken  by  them  accord- 
ingly. Baker  took  the  premises  as  his  share  upon  that  divis- 
ion, and  he  traced  on  the  land,  the  lines  of  Cidly^s  survey,  and 
agreed  to  them.  Baker  continued  to  occupy  this  land  under 
the  title  of  D.  and  C,  until  the  year  1787  or  1788,  when  he 

'  quitted  the  premises,  and  expressly  declared  the  reason  to  be, 
that  he  was  not  able  to  pay  Duncan  for  the  land,  according 
to  his  contract. 

Upon  these  facts,  I  think  it  results,  that  the  plaintiff  showed 
enough,  in  the  first  instance,  to  entitle  him  to  recover.  He 
showed  a  possession  of  eisht  or  ten  years,  under  a  claim  and 
color  of  title.  It  is  dear,  beyond  all  doubt,  that  Bakery 

who  entered  and  held  under  the  plaintiff,  would  be  concluded 
from  setting  up  any  adverse  title,  and  any  person  who  succeed- 
ed to  the  possession  under  Baker  would  be  equally  concluded. 
In  what  way  the  defendant  succeeded  to  the  possession,  does 
not  appear.  It  is  not  stated  or  alleged,  that  he  entered  onder 
any  pretence  or  color  of  title,  and  Uie  natural  and  just  infer- 
f  •SlI  ]       ence  seems  to  be,  that  he  entered  ♦upon  the  possession  which 

»  Baker  had  lefl,  as  an  intruder  without  title.  In  that  case,  the 
possession  of  the  plaintiff  was  sufficient  to  entitle  him  to  re- 
cover, and  the  entry  of  the  defendant  must  be  considered  as  a 
trespass,  according  to  the  decision,  in  the  case  of  Jacksan^  ex 
dem.  Murray  and  ioweny  v.  Hazen,  (2  Johns.  JBcp.  22.J  The 
defendant  is  either  such  an  intruder,  or  he  enterea  under 

«  Baker;  and  in  either  case,  he  is  precluded  fh>m  questioninff 
the  pkuntiflPs  right  of  possession.  Baker  entered,  and  held 
for  years  under  1).  and  C,  and  they  and  their  heirs  are  enti- 
tled, as  against  him,  and  as  against  all  persons  who  came  in 
under  him,  or  who  entered  as  intruders  upon  a  possessioa 
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which  he  left,  to  place  themseives  in  statu  quoy  by  regaining  NEW-yorh 
the  actual  possesaion  which  they  had  ported  with  to  Bakery  ^^^I^^IvI-^ 
upon  the  iaith  o^  a  contract     This  is  a  settled  rule  of  law,  and      jackson 
fiiuaded  in  manifest  justice.  Hardek 

But  the  defendant  set  up  and  offered  to  show  an  outstanding 
title  subsisting  in  some  third  person ;  for  he  offered  to  prove, 
that  Ciuper  Salisburi/y  as  heir  to  his  father  Hermany  held  a 
fiurm  which  included  the  premises,  "  until  Ludlow  got  posses- 
sion in  1784,  under  his  judgment  and  execution."  The  first 
question  which  presents  itself  here  is,  whether  tf  mere  intruder 
can  be  permitted  to  protect  his  intrusion  under  an  outstanding 
title  in  a  stranger.  I  think  not.  The  rule  has  never  been  car- 
ried so  fiur,  and  it  would  be  a  violation  of  just  principle  to  apply 
it  to  the  case  of  a  trespasser  who  enters  upon  another's  posses- 
lion  without  pretence  of  title.  But,  if  the  defendant  could  be 
peraiitted  to  set  up  this  defence,  the  next  inquiry  is,  whether 
what  he  offered  to  show  Was  a  subsisting  title.  It  was  upwards 
of  twenty  years  between  the  time  that  Ludlow  is  stated  to  have 
acquired  the  Salisbury  title,  under  a  judgment  and  execution, 
aod  the  time  of  trial  when  the  testimony  was  offered,  and  I  be- 
fieve  the  rnle  is,  that  where  upwards  of  twenty  years  of  adverse 
possession  have  run  against  an  outstanding  title,  it  shall  not  be 
set  up.  {BuUer's  N.  F.  IIO.  3  Johns.  Rep,  386.)  The  pre- 
sumption  in  that  case  is,  that  it  is  no  longer  *a  subsisting  I  212  J 
title.  And  this  presumption  was  confirmed  by  the  evidence 
which  the  plaintiff  had  already  given  in  the  case  respecting  the 
declarations  of  Ludlow.  The  title  set  up  by  the  defendant, 
according  to  the  testimony  which  he  offered,  resided  in  LudloWy 
under  a  judgment  and  execution  ;  and  the  plaintiff  had  shown 
that  Baker  purchased  that  title  of  Ludhwy  and  that,  if  it  ex- 
isted any  where,  it  existed  in  him.  This  brings  us,  then,  to  this 
point  of  inquiry,  whether  a  claim  or  title  residing  in  Baker,  and 
which  he  could  not  have  set  up  while  he  was  in  possession,  can 
be  permitted  to  be  set  up  by  another  person  who  succeeds  Ba- 
ker to  the  possession,  and  probably  by  collusion  with  him.  I 
am  clearly  of  opinion,  that  this  ought  not  to  be  permitted,  and 
that  it  would  be  inconsistent  to  permit  the  defendant  to  pro 
tect  himself  by  a  claim  or  title  in  Bakery  which  Baker  himself 
cooM  not  have  set  up,  had  he  remained  in  possession.  The 
necessity  of  guarding  against  fraud  and  collusion  between 
tenants  and  third  persons,'^requires  the  observance  of  this  rule. 
I  am,  accordingly,  of  opinion,  that,  in  every  view  of  the  case 
which  I  can  take,  the  defence  offered  by  the  defendant  was 
inadmissible,  and  properly  excluded. 
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NEW-YORK,      The  validity  of  the  two  partitions  is  not  to  be  questioned. 

^^^j^Jf^J^  It -did  not' require  leases  to  make  the  division  valid.  A  parol 
Van  Bbit.  division,  carried  into  eflfect  by  possessions  taken  according  to 
THursur      It,  will  be  sufficient  to  sever  the  possessions,  as  between  tenants 

Ds  Witt  a^  in  common  whose  titles  are  distinct,  and  when  the  only  object 
^'^^*^-  of  the  division  is  to  ascertain  the  separate  possessions  of  each. 
This  was  so  admitted  by  the  court  in  the  case  of  Jackson,  ex 
dem.  Vandenbergj  v.  Bradt.  (2  Caines,  174.)  Those  divisions 
being  binding  upon  the  parties,  there  did  not  then  exist  any 
objection  to  the  competency  of  Howe  as  a  witness.  And  as  to 
the  declarations  of  lyudlotv,  they  became  material  only,  in  con 
sequence  of  the  defence  set  up  by  the  defendant,  and  they  then 
went  to  show,  that  the  title  referred  to,  was  not  regarded  by 
the  claimant  as  valid.  Those  di^larations  were  made  material 
only  by  the  act  of  the  defendant.     When  they  were  introduced 

[*213]  by  *the  plaintiff,  they  were  immaterial,  for  they  went  only  to 
support  a  fact  which  appeared  sufficiently  without  them,  vix. 
that  Baker  never  considered  himself  as  deriving  any  title  under 
Jjudloio,  paramount  to  that  which  he  derived  under  Duncan 
and  Campbell,  and  that  his  purchase  from  Ludlow  never  affect- 
ed the  dependent  relation  in  which  he  stood  to  Duncan  and 
CampbeU. 

The  court  are,  therefore,  of  opinion,  that  the  motion,  on 
the  part  of  the  defendant,  for  a  new  trial,  must  be  denied. 

Rule  refused. 


Van  Benthuysen  and  another  against  De  Witt  and 

others. 

In  fuiu  on      THIS  case  came  before  the  court,  on  the  return  to  a  writ 
^?nnMM*^  of  error,  from  the  Common  Pleas  of  Dutchess  county. 
covenanu,  it  is      The  suit  bclow  was  ou  a  bond  given  by  the  plaintiffs  in 
5w°  pfaJnSff  to  ^^JTor,  to  the  defendants,  as  overseers  of  the  poor  of  Rhynebedc^ 
ossign  breaches  to  indemnify  the  town  against  the^maintenance  of  a  bastard 

and    have    his  ^waa 
damai^       as-  Child. 

•essed-,  and  if      The  defendants  below  pleaded, 

SS^*^  "thi      1-  N<m  est  factum,  and 

breaches     as-      2.  Performance  of  the  condition. 

ttgn^^  II  wiU  rpj^g  plaintiffs  replied,  setting  forth  a  breach,  and  issue  wah 
joined  thereon.  The  verdict  was  taken  upon  the  first  issue 
only,  by  which  the  jury  found  that  the  bond  was  the  deed  of 
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the  defendants,  and  they  assessed  damages*  by  reason  of  the  new-york, 
detention  of  the  debt,  to  1  cent,  besides  the  costs  and  charges     ^*^'  ^^^' 
to  6  cents.    A  judgment  was  given  thereon  for  the  debt  and     vah  ben- 

COStS.  THUTlBJr 

*The  case  was  submitted  to  the  court  without  argument.  i>b  witt  and 
The  question  was,  whether  it  is  not  error  to  enter  a  judgment       «••»"• 
for  the  debt,  before  the  jury  have  passed  upon  the  second       [*214] 
issue,  and  if  found  in  favor  of  the  plaintiff,  until  they  shall 
have  assessed  damages  for  the  breach  assigned. 

Per  Curiam.  In  suits  on  bonds  for  the  performance  of  cove- 
nants, it  is  compulsory  on  the  plaintiff  to  assign  breaches,  and 
have  his  damages  assessed.  (2  Caine$y  329.)  And  when  breaches 
are  assigned,  the  jury  at  the  trial  must  assess  damages  for 
soch  breaches  as  the  plaintiff  shall  prove  to  have  been  broken, 
otherwise  the  verdict  is  erroneous,  and  a  venire  de  novo  will  be 
awarded.  This  was  so  held  in  the  case  of  Drage  v.  Brand,  (2 
Wils.  377.)  where  the  jury  having  found  that  the  defendant 
owed  the  debt,  and  havmg  omitted  to  assess  damages  for  the 
breach  assigned,  a  venire  de  novo  was  awarded.  In  Hardy  v. 
Bern,  (5  Term  Rep.  636.)  error  was  brought  into  the  ex- 
chequer chamber  upon  the  judgment,  because,  as  the  breaches 
were  denied  by  the  defendant,  and  issue  joined  thereon,  the 
jtiry  had  found  the  issues  for  the  plaintiffs,  and  had  given  only 
damages  for  the  detention  of  the  debt,  and  had  not  assessed 
damages  for  the  breaches.  And  upon  the  opinion  of  Lord 
Kenyon,  and  of  Mr.  Justice  Bvller,  that  the  damages  must  be 
ass^sed,  the  judgment  was  reversed,  and  a  venire  de  novo 
awarded,  (a) 

(«)  When  an  lotion  is  proseeuted  in  any  court  of  law  npon  a  bond  for  the 
breach  of  any  condition,  other  than  for  the  payment  of  money,  or  for  any  penal 
■Qm  for  the  non-performance  of  any  covenant,  or  written  a^preement,  the  practice 
■nder  the  Remsed  SuUmUs  is,  for  the  plaintiff  to  assign,  in  his  declaration,  the 
■pedfie  breaches  for  which  the  action  is  brooffht;  and  for  the  jury,  upon  the 
trial,  if  they  find  that  any  assignment  of  such  i>reaches  is  true,  and  that  the 
pliintiff  shaJl  recorer  damages  therefor,  to  assess  such  damages,  and  specify  the 
•noimt  thereof  in  their  yeidict 

When  judgment  in  such  actions  is  obtained  upon  demurrer,  confession  or 
ddtQlt,  the  plaintiff  may  either  issue  a  writ  of  inquiry  to  the  sheriff,  to  inquire 
iatp  the  trutn  of  the  breaches  assigned,  and  to  assess  the  damages,  or  make  up 
t  dreuit  roU  of  the  proceedings^  and  enter  an  order  therein,  that  the  truth  of 
tiM  breaches  assigned  be  inquired  into,  and  the  damages  sustained  thereby 
MBiisijJ  at  the  next  Circuit  CourtT  If  the  plaintiff  recorer,  the  verdict  is  entered 
Ml  the  record,  and  judgment  rendered  for  the  penalty  of  the  bond,  or  for  the 
penal  sum  forfeited,  as  m  other  actions  of  debt,  together  with  the  co«ts  of  suit; 
tad  a  further  judgment  that  the  plaintiff  have  execution  to  collect  the  amount 
of  the  damages  so  assessed  by  the  jury.  The  dama^  are  specified  in  the  judg- 
■lent,  and  the  execution  is  in  the  usual  form  in  actions  of  debt. 

When  the  amount  of  the  damages  so  assessed  shall  be  satisfied,  the  real  and 
penooal  estate,  and  the  body  of  the.  defendant,  will  be  discharged  firom  ibrther 
mhty  for  the  damages  so  assessed;  but  the  judgment  will  remain  as  a  security 
6r  any  damages  which  may  afterwards  be  sustuned  by  the  fbrther  breach  of 
ny  eonditloii  of  such  bondL  or  by  the  noii-peif<«maiioe  of  any  other  covenant, 
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NBW-YORK,      In  the  pment  case,  there  is  this  further  defect,  that  the  jarj 

9Hy,idos.     \^^yQ  ^Q^  passed  at  all  upon  the  second  issue. 

Vait  Bxir-         We  are,  accordingly,  of  opinion,  that  the  judgment  below 

THCTsxF      must  be  reversed,  and  that  a  venire  de  novo  be  awarded,  at  the 

Om  Witt  aad  election  of  the  defendants  in  error,  returnable  at  the  Dutchtss 

•**»«^       circuit. 

Judgment  below  rerersed.  (a) 

or  written  agreement  by  the  defendant,  the  performance  of  which  was  aeaiKd 
by  such  peiuJ  sum.  When  further  breaches  occur ,  the  plaintiff,  or  his  le^il 
representatives,  may  have  a  writ  of  sdre  facias  upon  such  judgment,  ■ngsestuig 
such  breaches  against  the  defendant  and  all  parties  bound  thereby ;  anduie  like 
proceedings  to  ascertain  the  dama^  sustained  bj  such  further  breaches  jmj 
oe  had,  as  were  pursued  in  the  first  mstance,  and  the  judgment,  in  like  maaiMr, 
remains  as  a  security  for  any  further  breaches.    2  Rev.  Stat,  378. 

(i^  Sec  mue,  p.  189. 
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^JacksOn^  ex  dem.  Ferris,  against  Fuller. 

THIS  was  an  action  of  ejectment,  upon  a  mortgage,  exe-  in  an  t^tm 
cuted  on  the  1st  May,  1807,  by  Andrew  fVibon Anmor,  to  the  CJoueht**?^. 
lessor  of  the  plaintiff.  It  was  admitted  that  the  mortgage  mori^gee^  i^ 
debt  was  due  and  unpaid,  and  that  the  defendant  was  in  pos-  gj^^  '^  PJJ^ 
session,  without  the  privity  or  consent  of  the  plaintiff.  Wuspn,  ioter^t  of  the 
the  mortgagor,  in  February  or  March,  1808,  conveyed  the  SS2£??'ibi«i 
premises,  in  fee,  to  one  Daniel  Wilson,  subject  to  the  mort-  person,  between 
gage.  In  April  last,  the  interest  of  the  mort^Eigor  was  sold  ^^JSa^^lhere 
on  execution,  at  public  auction,  to  Daniel  nilson,  who  was  it  do  privity  of 
the  highest  bidder,  and  on  the  1st  of  May  last,  he  leased  the  SJ!J.*^,JJi**' 
premises  for  one  year  to  the  defendant.  The  case  was  sub-  noUce  to'l^tT 
mitted  to  the  court  without  argument.  "*** 

The  question  was,  whether  the  defendant  was  entitled  to 
notice  to  quit. 


(«)  1 


^ 


Per  Curiam.  The  case  of  Jackson,  extern.  Benton,  y. 
Laughhead,  (2  Johns.  Rep.  75.)  in  which  the  court  decided 
that  a  mortgagor  was  entitled  to  notice  to  quit,  arose  between 
the  original  mortgagor  and  mortgagee.  There  was  a  privity 
of  contract,  as  well  as  of  estate,  existing  in  that  case  ;  and 
the  reason  of  the  rule  requiring  notice,  is  much  weakened, 
when  it  is  to  be  applied  to  the  case  of  a  purchaser  in  fee  un- 
der the  mortgagor.  All  privity  between  the  parties  is  now 
gone.  The  purchaser  is  a  stranger  to  the  contract  by  which 
the  mortgage  was  created.  He  cannot  be  considei%d  in  the 
light  of  a  tenant.  He  knows  nothing  of  the  original  debt, 
and  is  under  no  personal  obligation  to  pay  it.  He  holds  pos- 
session of  the  pledge,  but  not,  as  in  the  other  case,  "  by  a 
perfect  understanding  between  him  and  the  mortgagee."  He 
claims  exclusively  by  a  title  from  the  mortgagor  ;  and  his  case 
is  very  analogous  to  that  of  Jackson,  ex  dem.  Simmons,  v. 
Chase,  (2  Johns,  Rep.  84.)  decided  in  the  same  term  with  the 
former,  in  which  it  was  held,  that  notice  was  not  necessary, 
because  the  privity  of  •landlord  and  tenant  could  not  be  said  [  *  216  ] 
to  exist  between  the  mortgagee  and  %  purchaser  from  the 
mortgagor.  If  notice  be  required  in  this  case,  it  must  be  so 
in  every  case  of  ejectment  upon  a  mortgage,  cv^n  though  the 
land  has  been  conveyed  in  fee,  from  |iand  to  hand,  until  all 
knowledge  of  any  existing  encumbrance  is  totally  lost.  This 
might,  indeed,  be  a  convenient  rule  for  a  purchaser  of  land 
charged  with  a  dormant  mortgage,  but  we  must  then  adopt 
•ome  other  principle  than  that  which  governed  in  the  case  of 


{•)8m  MKirdkr  r.BmmUf,  IS  Jehu.  B^m.    Jmh^  r.  AUriek,  IS  Jchmg. 
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HEW-YORK,  Jackson  v.  Laughhead,  of  a  privity  of  contract,  between  the 
Jj2;Ji^^  parties.     There  must  be  judgment  for  the  plaintiff. 

Judgment  for  the  plaintiff,  (a) 

(a)  Where  a  lease  it  made  for  a  jrear,  and  so  from  year  to  year  as  loof  ii 
both  parties  please,  there  must  be  notice  to  <pit  in  due  time  before  the  end  of  the 
year.  So  where  a  lease  is  ihade  to  hold  dunng  the  pleasure  of  the  lessor,  then 
must  be  due  notice  to  quit ;  because  it  would  be  unreasonable  that  a  man  who 
has  ffone  to  the  expense  of  cultiTatine  land,  and  making  preparation  forierof, 
while  his  estate  was  uncertain,  should  be  turned  off  at  a  moment's  waniinr. 
Bedford  y.  M*EUierony  2  Scrg.  ^  RatoU,  49.  Mackev  y.  Maekey^  I  Pam.  XI 
Ren:  420.  See  Rising  y.  Stanard,  17  Mass.  Rep.  2St.  ElUs  r.  Paige,  1 M. 
Rep.  43.  The  relation*  of  landlord  and  tenant,  however,  must  exist,  or  the  j>tr^ 
in  possession  of  land  is  not  entitled  to  notice  to  quit  Jackson  y.  Cuerieu^i 
Johns.  Ca.  353.  Jackson  y.  Tyler,  2  Johns.  Rep.  444.  Therefore,  where  A.  po^ 
chased  the  interest  of  B.  in  a  lease,  and  agreed  to  pay  the  rent  in  anear,  ind 
that  which  was  to  grow  due,  to  the  hjidlord,  it  was  held  that  the  relation  of 
landlord  and  tenant  did  not  subsist  between  A.  and  B.,  and,  therefore^,  wunot 
entitled  to  notice  to  quit.  Jaeksini  y.  Kingsley,  17  Johns.  Rep.  158.  But  when, 
by  agreement,  a  farm  was  sold  by  A.  to  B.,  and  B.,  upon  the  payment  of  loe^ 
tain  sum,  was  to  be  entitled  to  a  deed,  and  in  the  mean  time  was  put  into  pos- 
session, and  was  to  pay  an  annual  rent,  and  actually  did  pay  rent  for  one  yeir, 
it  was  decided,  that  he  was  entitled  to  notice  to  quit  Jackson  y.  ASvcs,  10 
Johns,  Rep.  335. 
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NEW-YORK, 

May,  1809.       ^ 


Jackson,  ex  dem.  Tuthill,  against  Dubois. 


JjLCKSOM 
V. 

Dubois. 


THIS  was  an  action  of  ejectment.  The  cause  was  tried  at  Though  the 
the  Ulster  circuit,  before  Mr.  Justice  Van  Ness,  on  the  3d  Oc-  '^o^^^^J^ 
tober,  1808.  »M>t  Be  sold  in 

The  lessor  of  the  plaintiff  claimed  title  to  the  premises  in  ^ay°  m^S^ 
question  under  a  purchase  made  at  a  sheriff's  sale.  tain  an  action 

At  the  trial,  an  alias  fieri  facias  was  produced,  issued  out  ^ng?®*^SSl 
of  the  Ulster  Common  Pleas,  tested  the  20th  September ,  1806,  mortgagor,  and 
and  returnable  the  first  Tuesday  of  January,  1807,  directed  to  J^'^ ti^.''***" 
the  sheriff  of  Ulster,  and  in  the  usual  form,  for  the  sum  of  75  A  mortgage 
dollars  debt,  and  24  dollars  64  cents  damages,  *against  Tunis  [  *  217  ] 
Sommons.  Under  this  execution,  the  sheriff  sold  all  the  right  not  registered, 
and  title  of  Tunis  Sammons,  to  the  premises  in  question,  for  J^f'^i^^gub*^ 
204  dollars,  to  the  plaintiff,  and  executed  a  deed  to  him,  which  ouem  judgment 
was  produced.  Cornelius  Low  and  Thomas  Harris  were  both  if*^^^^'  iSja 
present  at  the  sale,  and  Harris  bid  twice.  Harris  did  not  should  be  sold 
mention  that  he  had  any  claim  to  the  property,  nor  did  he  ^^,  ihe^udg- 
forbid  the  sale.  A  copy  of  the  judgment  on  which  the  ment.  prior  i© 
execution  was  issued,  was  produced,  bearing  date  in  July,  lhlJISrtS^,*a 
1801.      The  premises  were  devised  to  Tunis  Sammons  by  his  hona  j&  pur- 

r.t  *^  ^  chaser    at    the 

latner.  sheriff's      sale 

The  defendant  produced  a  bond  and  mortgage  executed  by  j^w  be  pro- 
Tunis  Sammons  to  Thomas  Harris,  for  the  premises  in  question,  the  mori^v^. 
for  securing  the  payment  of  84/.  dated  the  21st  March,  1800,  ^^\^^^^^  ^ 
and  registered  the  17th  April,  1802.  mortgaged  his 

It  appeared,  that,  in  the  summer  of  1803,  Sammons  and  Har^  „<? » 'ud  *^ 
ris  made  a  settlement  of  their  accounts  together,  in  which  the  mo^uiiueda- 
money  due  on  the  bond  and  mortgage  was  included,  and  a  |^^j^""'  "jj 
balance  of  about  400  dollars  was  found  due  to  Harris,  who  laoi.  and  the 
took  a  lease  of  the  premises  from  Sammons,  for  ten  years,  to  JjJ^'Jf^  J^ 

Cy  that  sum ;  and  that  an  endorsement  was  to  be  made  on  the  istered  in  isol! 
nd,  at  the  end  of  every  year,  of  the  sum  agreed  on.  The  J^;  ^  ^ 
bond  and  mortgage  were  understood  to  be  in  rorce.  seii^under  an 

The  defendant  produced  a  lease  firom  Harris  to  him,  dated  JJJ^"''^  ^ 
the  28th  March,  1805  ;  and  the  lease  from  Sammons  to  Harris,  judgment,  the 
dated  the  26th  July,  1803,  was  also  produced,  under  a  notice  JJ23S*m  the 
given  for  that  purpose.  sheriff's  sales. 

On  this  evidence,  the  judge  directed  the  plaintiff  to  be  called,  jjjj^'^j^ 
and  nonsuited,  with  leave  to  move  the  court  to  set  the  nonsuit  uoning  the 
aside,  and  grant  a  new  trial.  ww^ESd'  that 

the  registry  of  the  mortgage  was  notice  to  all  the  worid,  and  that  the  interest  of  the  mortgagee  was  not 
•fecied  by  his  silence,  or  bidding  at  the  sale,  nor  could  it  be  defeated  by  the  sale,  under  the  judgment, 
nbseqnent  to  the  registry. 

(a)  Jaelucn  v.  PoMt,  9  Cam,  Rep,  ISO,  and  the  eases  cited.    4  Cow.  Rep,  278, 605.  Jaektam  r.  Ttrry, 
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ITEW-YORK,      A  motion  was  made  to  set  aside  the  nonsuit,  on  the  follow- 
May,  1809.      Jjjg  grounds : 

Jacksom  1*  As  the  mortgage  was  not  registered  at  the  time  the  judg- 

y^.         ment  was  docketed,  it  must  be  postponed,  and  the  judgment 
***"'      first  satisfied. 

2.  That  Harris y  by  taking  possession  of  the  premises  for  the 
[  *  218  ]      first  time  in  Jult/y  1803,  and  then  as  a  tenant  under  *Sammons, 

was  estopped  from  claiming  the  possession  as  mortgagee. 

3.  That  as  Harris  was  present  at  the  sheriffs  sale,  and  was 
silent  concerning  his  claim  as  mortgagee,  he  is  estopped  from 
now  setting  up  the  mortgage. 

HawJcins  and  Fisk,  for  the  plaintiff.  1.  The  pkdntiff,  as 
purchaser  at  the  sheriff^s  sale,  comes  in  under  the  judgment, 
and  acquires  all  the  interest  which  was  bound  by  that  judg- 
ment. His  title  refers  back  to  the  time  of  the  judgment. 
(1  Johns.  Cas.  85.  Jackson  d.  Loan  Officers  of  Kensse- 
laer  v.  BidL)  The  statute  concerning  mortgages  (24  sess.  c. 
156.  L.  vol.  1.  480.  sess.  36.  c.  32.  s.  2.  1  R.  L  373.)  declares 
that  the  mortgage  first  registered  shall  have  a  preference,  and 
that  a  mortgage  not  registered  shall  not  defeat  the  title  or  in- 
terest of  a  bona  fide  purchaser.  A  judgment  creditor  ought  to 
be  considered  and  treated  as  a  bona  fide  purchaser.  His  lien  is 
perfect.  The  title  of  the  mortgagee,  until  the  registry,  is  im* 
perfect.  The  law  gives  the  lien  to  the  judgment  creditor,  and 
if,  at  the  time  it  is  created,  it  has  a  priority  to  any  other  in- 
cumbrance, that  priority  ouffht  not  to  be  defeated  by  any  sub- 
sequent acts.  If  the  sale  of  the  premises,  under  the  jud^ent," 
had  been  made  prior  to  the  registry  of  the  mortgage,  there  is 
no  doubt  that  the  purchaser  would  have  acquired  a  valid  title. 
If  the  mortgage  had  been  registered  at  the  time,  the  judgment 
creditor,  knowing  the  existing  of  the  mortgage,  would  no^. 
have  relied  on  his  judgment,  but  have  sought  for  other  security. 
2.  As  Harris  took  a  lease  fi"om  Sammonsy  he  is  estopped 
from  claiming  to  hold  as  mortgagee.  The  plaintifl*  has  a  right 
to  avail  himself  of  this  estoppel.  Every  person  who  becomes 
interested  by  act  of  law,  shall  be  bound  by,  and  may  take  ad- 
vantage of,  an  estoppel.  (Finer,  Estop.  (L.  1.)  (A.  2.)  Co, 
Litt.  352.  a.)  Estoppels  bind  both  parties,  or  neither.  (12  Mod. 
361.)  As  Sammons  would  not  have  denied  the  lease,  neither 
can  Harris.  A  man  shall  always  be  estopped  by  his  own  deed, 
nor  is  he  permitted  to  prove  any  thing  in  contradiction  to  his 
own  solemn  act.  (2  Black.  Com.  295.  Co.  Litt.  171.  Plowd. 
Rep.  433,  434.)  And  so  far  is  this  principle  carried,  that  if  one 
[  *  219  ]  takes  a  lease  by  indenture,  of  his  *own  lands,  it  shall  bind  him. 
{Vinery  Estop.  K.  Wood/ally  207.  2d  edit.)  So  a  feoffment 
enrolled,  without  livery  of  seisin,  though  it  has  no  force  to 
pass  the  land,  yet  the  feoffor  is  estopped  fi-om  saying  it  was 
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not  his  deed.  (Viner^  E$top,  A.)  If  A.  lease  land  to  B.  for 
years,  both  parties  are  estopped  to  say,  that  the  lessor  had  no 
title.  {Ck>.  Litt.  47-  6,  Viner,  Estop.  N.  2  Ld.  Raym.  1051. 
ShephertPs  Touch.  52.)  If  the  defendant  sets  up  the  mortgage, 
while  the  lease  Ts  in  o]>eration,  he  must  deny  that  the  lessor 
bad  authority  to  make  the  lease.  An  estoppel  which  affects  the 
land,  runs  with  it,  into  whose  hands  soever  the  land  comes. 
(1  SaUc.  276.  3  Term  Rep.  371.)  The  legal  efistence  of  the 
lease  is  incompatible  with  that  of  the  mortgage ;  and  the  lease, 
being  the  last  security,  must  su]>ersede  and  dissolve  the  mort- 
gage.    (Poph.  Rep.  8.) 

If  a  mortgagee  should  accept  a  lease  of  the  premises  from 
the  mortgagor,  would  he  be  allowed  to  set  up  the  mortgage  in 
defence  to  an  action  of  debt  for  the  rent  ? 

3.  As  Harris  was  present  at  the  sheriff's  sale,  and  concealed 
his  mortgage,  it  must  be  considered  as  a  fraud  on  the  pur- 
chaser. (I  Bro.  C.  C.  63.  1  Fonbl.  161.  2  Johns.  Rep. 
589.  Roberts  on  Frcmds^  131.)  In  cases  of  fraud,  courts  of 
law  have  power  to  aJBTord  relief.  {Doug.  21.)  If  Harris  meant 
to  have  claimed  under  the  mortgage,  he  ought  not  to  have  at- 
tended the  sale,  or  have  made  known  his  mortgage  at  the  time. 

Sudamy  and  J.  TaUmadgey  contra.  A  purchaser  at  a  sheriff's 
sale  stands  in  the  place  of  the  defendant  in  the  execution,  and 
takes  his  title.  (1  Johns.  Cas.  153.)  The  mortgage  was  given 
in  Marchy  1800,  and  the  judgment  is  in  Augusty  1801.  At  the 
time  of  the  judgment,  Sammonsy  as  mortgagor,  had  only  an 
equity  of  redemption.  The  judgment  could  bind  no  more 
than  the  interest  of  a  mortgagor.  The  execution  commands 
the  sheriff  to  levy  on  the  lands  of  which  the  defendant  was 
seised  at  the  time  of  the  judgment  Now,  Sammons  was  at 
that  time  seised  only  as  mortgagor,  and  no  more  than  an  equity 
of  redemption  could  be  sold  under  the  execution. 

A  judgment  is  not  a  Ken,  nor  can  it  affect  purchasers  or 
mortgagees,  until  the  roll  is  filed,  and  the  judgment  docketed. 
(24th  sess.  c.  105.  vol.  1.  p.  388.  Sess.  36.  c.  50.  1  R.  L. 
501.  2  Rev.  Stat.  359.)  A  mortgage  is  a  better  security. 
It  is  an  immediate  lieuy  and,  though  unregistered,  this  lien  can- 
not be  defeated  *by  a  subsequent  judgment.  This  is  manifest 
from  the  provisions  of  the  statute. 

2.  The  doctrine  of  estoppel  is  not  applicable  to  the  present 
case.  The  lessor  is  a  mere  speculating  purchaser,  five  vears 
after  the  mortgage  was  duly  registered.  The  paper  which  has 
been  introduced  as  a  lease  is  nothing  more  than  an  agree- 
ment as  to  the  annual  value  of  the  land,  of  which  the  mortgagee 
took  possession.  The  mortgage  was  in  full  force  at  the 
time.  It  was  proper  to  fix  Uie  annual  value  of  the  land,  in 
order  that  it  might  be  applied  to  the  payment  of  the  bond 
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NEW- YORK,  and  mortgage.     By  the  mortgage,  flbm*  acquired  a  fee  simple 
^^J^i;J^i|^  at  law,  and  if  he  took  a  lease,  the  greater  estate  would  not  be 
Jacksor      merged. 

Dubois  ^'  '^^^  registry  of  a  mortgage  is  notice  to  all  the  world. 

(^Johnson  v.  Staggy  2  Johns.  Sep.  510.^  The  sale  was  long 
subsequent  to  the  registry;  Harrisy  tnerefore,  cannot  claim 
the  protection  of  a  bona  fide  purchaser,  without  notice.  He 
is  a  purchaser  with  full  notice.  He,  no  doubt,  speculated  upon 
the  supposition,  that  the  judgment  would  prevail  against  the 
mortgage.  Harris^  by  attending  the  sale  and  bidding,  could 
not  deceive  the  plaintiff,  because  the  interest  to  be  sold  was  no 
more  than  that  of  a  mortgagor,  and  the  mortgagee  had  a  right 
to  become  the  purchaser.  There  is  no  pretence  for  the  sug- 
gestion of  a  legal  or  constructive  fraud,  arising  from  the  silence 
of  Harrisj  when  the  mortgage  had  been  duly  registered  for 
several  years. 

Spencer,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court.  The  plain- 
tiff, having  been  nonsuited  at  the  trial,  has  moved  to  set  it 
aside.  The  facts  are  briefly  these :  Cornelius  Low  obtained  a 
judgment,  in  the  Common  rleas  of  Ulster,  against  Tunis  Sam^ 
monsy  which  was  docketed  on  the  5th  of  August y  1801.  An 
execution  was  issued  on  this  judgment,  dated  the  28th  jSep- 
tembery  1806,  and  a  sale  was  made  by  the  sheriff  thereon,  of 
the  premises  in  question,  to  the  lessor  of  the  plaintiff,  and  a 
deed  was  given  on  the  10th  of  March,  1807.  Sammons*s  tide 
[  *22l  ]  to  the  premises  on  the  21st  of  March,  *1800,  was  unques- 
tioned. On  that  day,  he  executed  a  mortgage  to  Thomas  Har- 
ris y  of  the  premises,  to  secure  the  payment  of  210  dollars^ 
payable  1st  April,  afler  date.  This  mortgage  was  registered 
the  17th  of  April,  1802.  At  the  sheriff's  sale,  Harris  ap- 
peared and  bid  several  times,  and  gave  no  notice  of  his  mort- 
gage, nor  did  he  forbid  the  sale.  On  the  26th  of  JaJy,  1803, 
Sammons  gave  a  lease  to  Harris  of  the  premises,  for  ten  years, 
to  secure  the  payment  of  a  balance  of  400  dollars,  due  him 
from  Sammons,  and  one  tenth  of  this  balance  was  to  be  en- 
dorsed every  year  on  the  bond  accompanying  the  mortgage ; 
when  this  agreement  was  made,  both  parties  talked  of  the  bond 
and  mortgage  being  in  force. 

A  mortgagee  is  considered  at  law,  and  for  certain  purposes, 
as  the  owner  of  the  estate.  It  ha5  been  decided  in  this  court, 
that  his  interest  cannot  be  sold  on  execution,  {ante,  p.  41. 
Jackson  v.  Willard,)  because  it  cannot  be  separated  from  the 
debt;  and  it  has  been  considered  as  a  security  for  money. 
Still,  however,  it  cannot  be  denied,  that  the  mortgagee  has  the 
title,  so  far  as  to  enable  him  to  maintain  an  ejectment  on  the 
mortgage,  not  only  against  the  mortgagor,  but  against  such  as 
derive  title  under  him,  subsequent  to  the  mortgage.  The 
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2d  section  of  the  statute  concerning  mortgages  (1  vol.  jR.  L.  NEW-york, 
481.)  gives  priority,  in  case  of  several  mortgages  of  the  same  ^^J^^f^ 
premises,  to  the  first  registered;  and  it  provides  that  no  mort- 
gage shall  defeat  or  prejudice  the  title  or  interest  of  any  bona 
fide  purchaser,  unless  the  same  be  duly  registered,  according 
to  the  provisions  of  the  statute.  Before  this  statute,  there  was 
no  necessity  of  registering  mortgages  ;  they  would  have  stood 
upon  the  same  footing  as  any  other  lien  on  real  property. 
Since  the  statute,  they  must  be  registered,  or  lose  their  prior- 
ity, as  to  junior  mortgages,  and  be  liable  to  be  defeated,  in  case 
of  a  hona  fide  purchaser,  prior  to  the  registry.  There  is  nothing 
in  the  statute  which  gives  a  preference  to  a  judgment  docketed 
over  an  unregistered  mortage.  The  judgment  being  by  act 
of  law,  does  not  destroy  the  lien  acquired  by  an  unregistered 
mortgage,  nor  gain  a  preference  *over  it.  Should  the  mort-  [  •  222  ] 
gagee  permit  a  sale  to  take  place,  prior  to  the  registry,  then, 
in  my  opinion,  the  vendee  of  the  sheriff  would  be  protected 
from  the  mortgage,  and  it  would  lose  its  priority.  In  the 
present  case,  the  mortgage  to  Harris  had  been  registered 
nearly  five  years  prior  to  the  sheriff's  sale.  The  mortgage 
being  prior  to  the  judgment,  and  the  registry  long  before  the 
sale,  Harris  had  tne  legal  title  to  the  premises,  and  the  lessor 
of  the  plaintiff  must  l^  deemed  to  have  had  notice  of  the 
mortgage  when  he  purchased. 

There  is  no  weight  in  the  objection,  that  by  Harrises  bidding 
at  the  vendue,  he  ought  to  be  estopped  from  disputing  the 
title  of  the  purchaser  at  that  sale.  Sammons  had  a  vendible 
interest  in  the  premises,  the  equity  of  redemption.  Harrises 
bidding,  when  he  had  a  right  to  presume  every  one  who  bid 
knew  of  his  mortgage,  is  not  irreconcilable  with  the  situation 
in  which  he  stood  as  mortgagee. 

The  su^^tion  that,  by  the  arrangement  which  took  place 
between  JSutrris  and  Sammons,  the  mortgage  was  surrendered, 
is  inconsistent  with  their  declared  intentions,  and  is  contra- 
dicted by  the  lease  itself;  for  by  that,  the  existence  of  the 
bond  and  mortgage  is  recognized.  I  am  satisfied,  that  the 
nonsuit  was  correctly  ordered,  and  that  the  plaintiff  can  take 
nothing  by  his  motion. 

Rule  refused. 
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I 

HuTCHiNs  and  Cart  against  Fitch. 

^^^^  t/"*"  ^^  ERROR,  on  certiorari.  Fitch  brought  a  suit  against 
w^raiirLains*  H^Uchifis  and  Carx/y  before  the  justice,  by  warrant.  UtUckuu 
iwo  ciefendants,  was  returned  taken,  and  Cary  not  found,  and  Hutchiru  agreed 
[  *  223  ]  to  go  to  trial.  Fitch  declared  on  a  promissory  *note  given  by 
wTs  t^enTwId  ^^^  defendants  to  Joseph  Rundhy  or  bearer,  for  25  doDara, 
ihe  other  letum-  payable  on  demand.  Hutchins  pleaded  non  assumpnty  and  a 
Md"°\he°""cfe.'  i^^y^  ^^  ^®  request  of  the  plaintiff,  was  called.  In  the  ventre, 
feodant  taken  Hutchins  alonc  was  named  as  defendant,  no  mention  being 
i^n'^ami^^a  ^^^  ^^  Cary.  The  note  was  proved  against  both  defend- 
venire  was  is-  ants.  It  was  proved,  that  an  action  had  been  brought  and 
na^id  ^S  ^^^^  before  another  justice,  on  the  same  note,  between 
alone,  without  Joihutt  Fitch,  plaintiff,  and  Hutchins  alone,  defendant,  in  which 
'b^  oi1.^r''defeSr  the  jury  found  a  verdict  in  favor  of  Hutchins,  for  6  cents, 
dani,  the  venirt  The  jury,  in  this  case,  found  for  the  plaintiff  below,  for  the 
d^u**Tbe*g"tSl  amount  of  the  note,  on  which  a  judgment  was  rendered  by 

ute  merely  re-  the  jUSticC. 

j!ld^m*mlIS      ^^^  cause  was  submitted  to  the  court  without  argument 

be  against  both 

&»  ii^ili  P^^  Curiam.  1.  The  plaintiffs  in  error  object,  that  the 
totheintermedi-  wuire  did  not  mcutiou  the  name  of  Gary,  the  other  defend- 
•^^^T^^*^;  ant,  a  joint  debtor,  who  was  not  taken  on  the  warrant.  But 
nas  brought  on  as  the  act  for  the  recovery  of  debts  to  the  value  of  25  dollars, 
b<^.  Md^'tb^  ^y^'  ^^  ^^  i^^^^  debtor  taken,  shall  answer  to  the  plaintiff; 
defendant  plea-  and  as  he  alonc  pleaded  and  joined  issue  with  the  plaintiff,  the 
wkontht^l  rcwtVe  was  sufficient.  The  mention  of  the  name  of  the  other 
note  broaeht  joint  debtor  would  have  been  matter  of  form  only,  and  is  cured 
^^  a  j!l(^  V  ^®  verdict.  The  statute  has  expressly  required,  that  the 
mcnt  In  favor  judgment  shall  be  against  both  the  debtors,  against  the  one  not 
ant.lTwas'heki  taken,  as  well  as  the  one  taken  and  brought  into  court,  and  is 
to* tbe*^«i^  iilent  as  to  the  intermediate  proceeding,  (a)  The  return  of 
•uH,  aniess  the  the  justicc  doos  not  State  explicitly  the  form  of  the  entry  of  the 
^^^wduhat*'?  judgment,  but  as  no  exception  has  been  taken  to  the  return  in 
wiuTthe  rigfatfiii  this  respect,  we  are  to  presume  that  the  entry  of  the  judgment 

teuoT  of  ^  ^^^  correct. 

^v^^  ~     2.  Another  objection  is,  that  though  a  former  trial  and  judg- 

ment, for  the  same  cause  of  action,  was  given  in  evidence  to 
the  jury,  yet  they  found  a  verdict  for  the  plaintiff.  The  former 
suit  was  in  favor  of  one  Joshua  Fitch ;  but  it  does  not  appear, 

[*224]  from  the  return,  what  evidence  Joshua  *JRtcA  gave,  on  the 
trial  of  the  former  cause,  that  he  was  the  owner  or  bearer  of 

(•)  2  Ada  aM.  M7. 
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the  note  in  qaestion.  The  verdict  in  the  former  cause  may  NfiW-TORK, 
hare  been  against  Joshua  Fitch,  and  yet  be  no  bar  to  the  pres-  ^JJjJ^^J^l. 
eDt  suit,  it  not  being  between  the  same  parties,  nor  brought  by 
the  rightful  owner  of  the  note.  To  render  the  former  judg- 
ment a  bar,  it  ought,  at  least,  to  have  been  shown,  that  the 
foraier  suit  was  b^  the  real  owner  of  the  note.  That  does  not 
appear ;  for  nothmg  concerning  it  is  stated  in  the  return  ;  and 
as  the  jury  have  found  for  the  plaintiiT  below,  notwithstanding 
the  plea,  the  court  are  of  ojnnion,  that  the  judgment  must  be 
affirmed. 

Judgment  affirmed. 
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,  Sanforo 

V. 

^^FoRiliJ!^  Sanford  against  Micklbs  and  Forman. 

Where  a  note,  THIS  was  an  B.ction  of  assumpsit.  The  declaration  con* 
£aS)**wS  ne^  Gained  two  counts ;  one  on  a  promissory  note,  dated  the  14th 
goUated  five  June,  1806,  given  by  the  defendants  to  Brown  and  Olmsteadj 
d^te^d^there  ^'^^  1,249  dollars  and  56  cents,  payable  on  demand,  and  en- 
were'  several  dorsed  by  Brovm  and  Olmstead,  to  the  plaintiff.  The  second 
SnSr?rior*t6  count  was  for  money  had  and  received,  to  the  use  of  the 
iu  trangfer,  in  plaintiff.  Plea,  fion  assumpsit,  with  notice  of  set-off.  The 
^ciora^,*'^the  canse  was  tried  at  the  Onondaga  circuit,  in  September ,  1808. 
maker  was  not  The  note  was  signed  S*  jBroum,  jun.  (or  Mickles  fy  Co.,  and  his 
^^mydefenJel  authority  to  make  the  note  was  proved. 
as  against  the  The  endorsement  on  the  note  was  in  the  hand-writing  of 
EpS**"'  tto  Olmstead,  and  in  the  words  following:  ''November  15,  1808. 
amount  doe  on  Pay  the  contents  to  Bergamin  Sanford.  WUliam  Olmstead,  for 
[  *  225 1  the  late  firm  of  Brown  and  Olmstead.^^  The  partnership  *of 
^^^  time  ■^^^^'^  *uid  Olmstead  had  been  dissolved^  by  mutual  consent, 
of  the  trana-  before  the  endorsement  was  made.  At  the  time  of  the  disso- 
^*Oi»  partner  '^tion,  it  was  agreed  that  Olmstead  should  take  the  stock  in 
after  a  dissohi-  trade,  collect  and  receive  the  outstanding  debts,  and  pay  the 
partnership  ^^  debts  due  by  the  partnership ;  but  no  authority  to  endorse 
cannot  en</orse  notes,  or  to  use  the  name  of  the  firm  in  any  manner,  was 
°vS  bllfo^  shown.  The  defendants'  counsel  objected,  that  Olmstead 
Se  firm,  though  having  uo  authority  to  endorse  the  copartnership  name,  after  a 
be  is  authoriaed  dissolution  of  partnership,  the  plaintiff  could  not  recover  on* 

to  settle  tne  co-    ,  i  i  •       ■  •       •  11        ww%t       %    e*      % 

partnershipcon-  the  note ;  Dut  this  objection  was  overruled.     The  defendants 
^^•™*  then  offered  to  prove,  that  the  note  was  given  by  Brown,  the 

(«)  See  mur,  ^^^^^  ^^  MicJcles  fy  Co.,  for  the  balance  of  accounts  adjusted 
g«w»«g«ih  i  by  him,  and  in  which  he  included  not  only  the  demands  of 
*  Jaroum  fy  Olmstead  against  the  firm  of  MicJchs  Sf  Co.,  but  also 
what  was  due  from  the  defendants  individually,  and  that  the 
clerk  Imd  no  authority  to  adjust  any  demands  against  the  de- 
fendants, in  their  separate  capacities ;  but  this  evidence  was 
objected  to  and  overruled.  The  defendants  then  offered  to 
prove  that,  in  the  adjustment  of  the  accounts  for  which  the 
note  was  given,  there  were  several  errors,  which,  if  corrected, 
would  materially  reduce  the  balance,  and  the  amount  due  on 
the  note ;  but  this  testimony  was  objected  to,  and  overruled  by 
the  judge.  Several  pajrments  were  endorsed  on  the  note,  the 
last  of  which  was  on  the  25th  October,  1806.  The  jury  found 
a  verdict  for  the  plaintiff,  for  the  balance  due  on  the  note, 
after  deducting  the  payments  endorsed. 

On  the  motion  to  set  aside  the  verdict,  and  for  a  new  triaL 
two  questions  were  raised : 
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1.  Whether  one  partner,  after  a  dissolution  of  the  part-  new-york, 
nership,  can  endorse  a  note  given  to  the  firm,  so  as  to  enable  ^^^JirJ^^ 
the  endorsee  to  maintain  an  action  in  his  own  name  against     sahford 
the  firm.  -.     ^'    ^ 

2.  Whether  a  note,  payable  on   demand,  endorsed  five      Formah. 
months  after  date,  on  which  sundry  pa]rments  are  endorsed  at 

the  time,  is  to  be  considered  as  due  at  the  time  of  its  being 
negotiated,  so  as  to  entitle  the  makers  to  set  up  any  defence 
^against  the  endorsee,  which  they  might  have  done  in  an  action       [  *  226  ] 
brought  by  the  original  payee. 

Eirklandy  for  the  defendant,  as  to  the  first  point,  cited  Lan- 
sing  V.  Gaine  fy  Ten  Eyck,  (2  Johns,  Rep.  300.)  Hackley  v. 
Patrickj  (3  Johns.  Rep.  536.)  Eil^our  v.  Finlyson  and 
others,  (1  Hen.  Black.  155.)  and  Mel  v.  Sutton,  (3  Esp. 
Cases,  108.) 

As  to  the  second  point,  he  contended,  that  the  payments  en- 
dorsed on  the  note,  between  its  date  and  the  time  of  its  trans- 
fer, showed  that  payment  had  been  demanded,  and  that  the 
note  was  actually  due  ;  and  that  this  was  sufiicient  to  put  the 
plaintiff*  on  the  inquiry.  In  the  case  of  Furman  v.  HasJcin, 
(2  Caines^s  Rep.  369.)  the  court  decided,  that  a  promissory 
note,  payable  on  demand,  negotiated  by  the  payee,  eighteen 
months  after  it  was  made,  was  to  be  considered  as  due  and 
dishonored,  and  that  the  endorsee  took  it  on  the  credit  of  the 
endorser,  and  subject  to  all  the  equities  existing  between  the 
original  parties.  A  note,  payable  on  demand,  must  be  pre- 
sented in  a  reasonable  time,  otherwise  it  will  be  considered  as 
dishonored ;  and  what  is  a  reasonable  time,  is  a  question  of 
hw,  (1  T^rm  Rep.  168.  3  Term  Rep.  80.  7  Term  Rep.  422. 
Chitty  on  Bills,  2d  erf.  98.  100.  197,  198,  199.)  arising  fi-om 
the  fects  found  by  the  jury. 

Gold,  contra.  1.  The  endorsement  in  the  name  of  the  firm 
or  the  payees,  by  one  of  the  partners,  was  merely  to  enable 
Ihe  plaintiff  to  recover  in  his  own  name.  It  created  no  new 
responsibility  on  the  part  of  the  partners.  The  objection  does 
not  lie  in  the  mouth  of  the  party,  who  is  subjected  to  no  new 
responsibility.  The  authority  of  Olmstead  to  endorse  the 
copartnership  name  necessarily  arose  from  the  transfer  of  the 
partnership  stock  and  outstanding  debts  to  him.  In  the 
cases  cited,  the  endorsement  went  to  create  a  new  responsi- 
bility. 

2.  In  the  case  of  Furman  v.  HasJcin,  the  note  was  negotiated 
18  months  after  it  was  made ;  in  the  present  case,  5  months 
only  had  elapsed.    It  is  true,  that  payments  are  endorsed  on 
the  note  ;  and  the  last  endorsement  is  strong  ^evidence  that       [*227] 
all  prior  payments  were  correctly  endorsed,  and  that  the  de- 
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NEW-YORK,  fendants  had  really  do  ground  to  oljject  to  the  pafment  of  the 
sj^^lj^^  *^ni  due  as  it  appeared  on  the  note, 

S4ifroao 

-^    V.  Yates,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court.     1.  It  hai 

FoRMAM.  been  decided  in  the  case  of  Furtnan  v.  Haskin^  (2  Catne«,  369.) 
that  a  note  payable  on  demand,  endorsed  after  a  Iqwe  df 
eighteen  months,  was  to  be  considered  as  dishonored  and  over 
due,  and  that  the  endorsee  took  it  liable  to  every  defence  whick 
might  have  been  made  by  the  payee.  It  is,  however,  not  de- 
cided, that  a  note  payable  on  demand,  and  endorsed  within  a 
shorter  period  than  eighteen  months,  would  not  be  attended 
with  the  same  consequences  ;  each  case  ought,  perhaps,  to  be 
governed  by  its  own  pecuUar  circumstances.  In  the  one  now 
before  us,  a  number  of  payments  have  been  endorsed,  and  the 
last  but  a  few  days  prior  to  the  assignment,  and  about  five 
months  after  its  date.  From  the  last  endorsement,  it  may  be 
presumed,  that  all  antecedent  payments  had  been  noticed  and 
entered  in  the  same  manner ;  the  plaintiff  had  a  right  to  con- 
sider the  amount  due  at  the  time  of  the  transfer,  after  deduct- 
ing the  payments,  to  be  the  true  balance ;  the  defendant  was, 
therefore,  properly  prevented  from  impeaching  the  note,  as 
given  for  too  large  a  sum.  (a) 

2.  The  authority  which  exists  during  the  continuance  of  a 
partnership,  from  one  partner  to  bind  his  copartner,  ceases  on 
its  dissolution ;  and  with  respect  to  antecedent  debts,  con- 
tracted during  the  partnership,  the  power  to  receive  payments 
and  give  discharges,  rests  on  the  same  principle  with  that  of 
joint  obligees  or  payees  of  a  note,  not  otherwise  connected  as 
partners.  The  cases  cited  have  been  determined  with  a  view 
of  protecting  one  partner  from  a  responsibility  which  might  be 
created  against  him,  in  consequence  of  the  negotiation  of  bills 
by  the  other,  after  the  dissolution.  It  is  impossible  to  separate 
the  right  to  endorse  a  bill  by  one,  passing  the  title,  from  the 
legal  responsibility  on  all  those  having  an  interest  in  it. 

(a^  When  a  Dote  is  payable  on  demand,  it  mnst  be  presented  within  a  leasooa- 
ble  time  for  payment,  or  it  will  be  conBidered  as  out  of  time  and  dishonored; 
and  if  it  be  afterwards  negrotiated,  it  will,  in  the  hands  of  the  endorsee,  be  liable  to 
aU  the  equities  whicli  subsisted  between  Uie  original  parties.  F^trmati  t.  Ha^cmt^ 
2  CaineSy  %9.  In  an  action  by  the  endorsee  affajnst  the  drawer  of  a  note,  dated  ia 
Philadelphia^  payable  on  demand,  without  defalcation,  where  it  appeared  that 
the  payee  lived  in  Philaddphia,  aiid  the  drawee  at  a  distance  of  one  hundred 
and  eighty  miles ;  and  that  the  first  notice  which  the  drawer  received  of  the  en- 
dorsement was  fourteen  months  after  the  date  of  the  note,  previous  to  which  no- 
tice he  had  made  payments  to  the  payee ;  it  was  kdd,  that  the  jury  might  pre- 
sume that  the  endorsee  had  notice  of  the  payments.  Cromwell  v.  Ami,  1  Set^, 
fy  RawU,  180.  There  is  no  precise  time  within  which  a  note  payable  on  dewuad  is 
to  be  deemed  dishonored ;  it  must  depend  on  the  circumstances  of  the  case ;  but 
such  a  note,  negotiated  eighteen  months  after  its  date,  will  be  deemed  out  ot 
time.    JPKmMM  v.  " 
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*The  decided  manner  in  which  Lord  Kefujfon  (S  Etp.  Cat.  mew-torx, 
111.)  denies  the  right  of  one  partner^  after  a  dissolution  of  ^JJ^^^^SJ^ 
the  partnership,  to  endorse  bills  given  before,  if  he  even  had 
authority  to  settle  the  partnership  accounts,  induces  me  to 
believe  the  doctrine  as  settled.  It  would  be  a  peculiar  hard- 
ship, to  put  a  partner,  retired  from  the  whole  concern,  so  com- 
pletely in  the  power  of  the  other,  as  to  chanro  him,  by  nego- 
tiating bills  ffiven  during  the  partnership.  This  power  being 
denied,  it  follows,  that  mey  must  all  join  in  the  transfer  of  a 
bill  n^otiated  after  the  dissolution,  for  the  purpose  of  vesting 
the  title  in  the  endorsee.  The  court  are,  therefore,  of  opinion, 
that  the  verdict  must  be  set  aside,  and  a  new  trial  be  granted. 

New  trial  granted. 


RosEKRANS  against  Van  Antwerp. 

IN  ERROR,  on  certiorari.    The  return  stated,  that  Van    A  jurtice  eta. 
Antwerp  brought  an  action  against  Rosekrans.    On  the  return  ^y  ^'appear 
of  the  summons.  Van  Antwerp  appeared  by  attorney,  being  out  ^     attorney, 
of  the  county  at  the  time,  and  which  was  known  to  the  jurtice ;  knowtodn  ^Tf 
but  no  proof  of  it  was  made.    The  plaintiff  below  declared,  ^'^''^'^IL!^ 
that  the  defendant  had  sold  him  a  set  of  harness,  which  he  Sn&tjfne,aDd 
warranted  to  be  well  made,  and  averred  that  it  was  not  well  ^\^^  J^  «>^" 
made,  but  useless,  and  also  for  money  had  and  received  to  his  ^l^  proo/^r 
use.    The  defendant  pleaded  non  assumpsity  and  also  that  the  ^  ^^ 
plaintiff  had  given  him  a  receipt  for  20  dollars,  for  a  set  of  old 
oamess,  and  20  shillings  costs,  in  full  of  all  demands.    The 
plaintiff  replied,  that  the  receipt  was  not  genuine.    The  cause 
was  tried,  before  a  jury,  and  the  defendant,  being  sick  and 
unable  to  attend,  appeared  by  attorney.    The  jury,  after  hear- 
ing *the  evidence,  gave  a  verdict  for  the  plaintiff  for  14  dol-      [*  229 1 
lan ;  for  whicn  the  justice  gave  judgment,  to  reverse  which 
the  present  pertiorari  was  brought    The  cause  was  submitted 
to  the  court  without  argument 

Per  Curiam.  One  principal  objection  to  the  proceeding  in 
the  case  below  is,  that  the  justice  admitted  the  plaintiff  to 
appear  by  attorney,  upon  his  own  knowledge  of  the  fact  of  his 
aotence  frcm  the  county ;  and  at  the  different  days  to  which 
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NEW-TORK,  the  cause  was  adjourned,  the  same  attorney  af^ared,  as  the 
JJji;Jf^  'plaintiff  had  not  returned  to  the  county.  The  statute  on  this 
subject  (31  sess.  c.  204.)  declares,  that  it  shall  not  be  lawful 
for  the  justice  to  ]>ennit  any  person  to  appear  and  advocate  ih 
his  court  for  any  party,  unless  such  party  be  prevented  from 
attending,  by  reason  of  sickness  or  absence  from  the  county, 
of  which  proof  is  to  be  made.  The  question  is,  whether  the 
justice  acted  upon  the  requinte  proof  of  the  absence  of  the 
plaintiff  below.  He  returns  that  the  plaintiff  was  absent  from 
the  county,  "  to  his  certain  knowledge."  As  this  provision  in 
the  statute  is  a  pretty  rigorous  restraint  of  the  conunon  law 
right  of  every  party  to  appear  by  attorney,  and  may  operate, 
in  many  cases,  most  severely  upon  a  party  who  is  wholly  un- 
skilled in  conducting  a  cause,  or  even  in  stating  a  case,  we 
could  wish  that  the  proviso  admitted  of  greater  latitude  of  in- 
terpretation :  but  as  the  statute  is  explicit,  that  proof  of  the 
absence  of  the  party  must  be  made,  before  the  attorney  is  to 
be  admitted,  the  justice  cannot  act  from  his  x>wn  knowledge, 
and  call  that  knowledge  proof.  Such  a  principle  would  be 
dangerous,  and  is  contrary  to  the  decision  of  this  court,  in  the 
case  of  Burliwham  v.  Deyer,  (2  Johns.  Rep.  189.)  The  pro- 
ceedings on  the  part  of  the  plaintiff  below  were,  therefore, 
without  authority,  and  contrary  to  law ;  and  for  this  reason 
the  judgment  below  must  be  reversed. 

Judgment  reversed. 
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NKW-YOKX, 

Bfoy,  1809. 

Jacksov 

T. 

VacksoNi  ex  dem.  Griswolix  and  another,  against      ^"• 

Bard. 


THIS  was  an  action  of  ejectment  for  land  in  Philip$towny  in  Where  A, 
(he  county  of  Dutchess.     The  cause  was  tried  at  the  Dutchess  S^^^iJncTuttSr 
circuit,  before  Mr.  Justice  Van  Ness,  in  September^  1808.  an    agreement 

The  plaintiff  gave  in  evidence  a  mort^ace  from  Samuel  ^rihe^vm^ 
Dickenson  to  Roger  Barton^  dated  the  8tn  March^  1779,  for  ^J|JJ[5«J°^' 
160  acres  of  land,  including  the  premises  in  question,  being  posseuion  ^ 
one  quarter  of  aa  acre,  made  to  secure  the  payment  of  865  dol-  der  •>>  "(P^ 
lars,  in  two  years.  JbT*  porehM^ 

R  Barionj  the  mortgagee,  was  offered  as  a  witness  on  the  ^^P****^23 

Crt  of  the  plaintiff,  and  was  objected  to,  on  the  ground  of  his  n^t  uTbe  ad- 
ving  conveyed  the  premises  ;  but  it  appearing  that  the  deed  verge  to  thetiUe 
contained  no  covenants  whatever  to  the  purchaser,  the  objec-  A/emeafoert 
tion  was  repelled,  and  the  witness  admitted.  He  testified,  that  Tj**^fS*^^ 
about  10  months  before  the  mortgage  was  given,  Dickenson  ]^^  hosband, 
and  one  Harris  entered  into  articles  of  agreement  with  him  for  wa«beidacom- 
tbe  purchase  of  the  mortgaged  premises.  The  deed  from  the  toprovetiuuibe 
witness  to  Dickenson,  and  Uie  mortgage  to  the  witness,  were  ^^  had  been 
executed  at  the  same  time.  The  plaintiff  then  gave  in  evi-  "The'deciJa- 
deoce  a  deed  firom  Barton  to  the  lessors,  for  the  mortgaged  *«>«»»  of*  p*'- 
premises,  pursuant  to  a  sale  thereof,  made  according  to  the  !^i^  of  Cmd 
statute.  John  Barton,  a  witness  for  the  plaintiff,  testified,  that  JJ^?|Ji^;^ 
he  had  known  the  premises  40  years,  and  deduced  the  posses-  dence  against 
lion  down  to  Roger  Barton.  He  said  that  the  Benjamin  Smith  *"»  "»<*■]'  R«»"- 
came  mto  possession  of  the  premises  in  1798,  by  virtue  of  a  ^er  himl""*^ 
purchase,  by  articles  of  agreement,  made  with  Uickenson,  to  .  A  deed  m^ 
whom  he  paid  the  sum  of  25  dollars,  and  built  a  house  on  the  be  made  to  re- 
knd,  and  lived  thereon  until  after  May,  1790.    The  witness  jate  back  to  the 

.  .1      .•  /•.!  1        i-.L  ^  J  •  time  of  the  con- 

was  present  at  the  time  of  the  sale  of  the  mortgaged  premises,  tract  for  the  pur- 

and  one  Ldnzey,  then  present,  and  who  was  in  possession  of  «J^  ^  ^ 

the  premises,  forbade  the  sale,  and  told  Barton  and  Griswold,  tween  ibe  same 

that  he  had  a  deed  from  Smith.     *On  this  evidence,  the  de-      (  •  231  ] 

fendant's  counsel  contended,  that  there  was  such  an  adverse  STiSitheranTO 

possession,  at  the  time  of  the  mortgage,  that  the  property  of  justice,  but 

could  not  pass  by  that  deed.     But  the  judge  overruled  the  JJ^JJ^^ 

objection.  gert. 

The  defendant  also  gave  in  evidence  a  deed  of  the  premises 
from  Dickenson  and  lus  wife  to  Benjamin  Smith,  dated  11th  wSLJ*?^. 
Starch,  1799;  a  deed  for  the  same,  dated  the  2d  October,  1801,  S;;<g/i^  ^ 
from  Smi^  to  Peter  Linzey ;  and  a  deed,  dated  Ist  May,  1806,    (»)  jukMa  r 
from  Linzey  to  the  defendant.  jtJJrSb  *  ^^ 

The  plaintiff's  counsiel  endeavored  to  show,  that  the  first 
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VEW'YOKK,  deed  was  antedated,  and  that  it  was  apparent  that  it  was  wiit- 
M^,i8ro.     ^^jj  ^^  jyj  erasure.    The  deed  was  shown  to  the  jury. 

JEXeanar  OaUaway^  who  was  the  wife  of  Dickensony  and  had 
executed  the  deed  to  Smithy  was  offered  as  a  witness,  to  prove 
that  the  deed  was  antedated.  She  was  dt>jected  to  as  incom- 
petent, but  the  objection  was  overruled.  She  said  that  she 
believed  the  deed  to  be  the  same  she  had  executed,  but  did 
not  certainly  know,  as  she  could  not  write  nor  read ;  that  she 
never  executed  but  one  deed  with  her  husband  to  Smth.  The 
witness  was  asked  what  she  heard  Smith  say  about  his  title 
while  he  was  in  possession,  and  before  he  sold  the  premises ; 
an  objection  was  made  to  the  questicHi,  but  the  judge  per- 
mitted the  inquiry  to  be  made.  The  witness  stated  that  Smithy 
after  the  death  oi  Dickemotiy  wished  her  to  take  the  land,  as 
Barton  claimed  it,  and  he  was  afraid  would  hold  it. 

Roger  Barton,  though  objected  to,  was  also  examined,  im  to 
the  confessions  of  Smith.  He  testified,  that  in  a  conversation 
with  Smith  relative  to  the  mortgage  and  the  deed,  Smith  asked 
.  Barton  about  antedating  the  deed,  and  wished  him  to  sign  it; 
that  he  understood  the  mortgage  was  of  a  prior  date  to  the 
deed ;  that  Dickenson  was  dead,  and  he  wished  to  have  no 
further  contention,  and  offered  the  witness  25  dollars  to  sign 
his  name  to  the  deed. 

The  subscribing  witnesses  to  the  deed  who  were  called,  could 
I  *232]       not  recollect  the  precise  time  of  its  execution,  but  *only  men- 
tioned circumstances  to  induce  an  opinion  that  it  wsis  subse- 
quent to  the  mortgage. 

The  judge  charged  the  jury,  that  from  the  face  of  the  deed 
from  Dickenson  to  Smithy  he  thought  it  apparent  that  the  date 
had  been  written  on  an  erasure,  and  that  circumstance  created 
a  suspicion  that  it  was  antedated;  that  if  the  deed  was  executed 
after  the  19th  Marchy  1799,  though  dated  before,  it  passed  no 
title  sufficient  to  bar  the  plaintiff's  right  to  recover ;  that  the 
weight  of  evidence  arising  firom  the  circumstances  menticmed 
by  the  witnesses  to  fix  the  time  of  the  execution  and  delivery 
of  the  deed,  was  against  the  defendant  The  jury  found  a 
verdict  for  the  plaintiff. 

Fisky  for  the  defendant,  moved  to  set  aside  the  verdict  He 
contended  for  the  following  points  : 

1.  There  was  an  adverse  possession  in  Smith  at  the  time  of 
^ving  the  mortgage,  so  as  to  prevent  the  premises  firom  pass- 
mg  by  the  mortgage. 

2.  Eleanor  OaUaway  ought  not  to  have  been  admitted  as  a 
witness,  to  prove  that  the  deed  had  been  antedated. 

3.  That  the  evidence  of  Smithes  declaration  about  his  title^ 
was  inadmissible. 

4.  That  the  deed  was  not  antedated. 
804 


Digitized  by 


Google 


OF  THE  STATE  OP  NEW-YORK. 

5.  That  the  date  was  immaterial,  and  that  the  (^ration  of  new-york, 
the  deed  would  relate  to  the  time  when  pickeman  could  pass  ^JUjiJf^L/ 
the  fee  of  the  land.  (1  Johns,  Casety  85.)  Jacxsov 

6.  That  the  charge  of  the  judge  was  not  warranted  by  the       g^- 
evidence,  and  that  fie  verdict  was  against  evidence.  ^*'** 

/.  Tallmadge,  contra.  He  cited  4  Easty  477.  1  Black.  Bep. 
365.  4  Burr.  2225.  3  Term  Rep.  34.  36.  1  Johnt.  Rep.  343- 
1  Esp.  Casesy  458.  2  Term.  Rep  53.  1  Str,  662.  4  Cruisey  355. 
Cowp.  807. 

^Thompson,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court.     I  shall      [  *  2331 
briefly  examine  the  several  questions  raised  on  the  argument, 
in  the  order  in  which  they  were  made. 

i.  The  possession  of  Smith  could  not  be  considered  adverse 
to  BartQUy  so  as  to  prevent  the  operation  of  the  mortgage 
under  which  the  lessors  of  the  plaintilT  make  title.  The  agree- 
ment between  Bartotiy  and  Dickenson  and  Harrisy  for  the  pur- 
chase of  the  160  acres,  of  which  the  premises  are  a  part,  was 
made  about  ten  months  prior  to  the  date  of  the  mortgage, 
which  would  bring  it  to  some  time  in  the  latter  part  of  uie 
spring  of  the  year  1798.  Smithy  it  appears,  went  into  posses- 
sion of  the  particular  premises  in  question,  in  the  summer  of 
1798,  under  an  agreement  with  Dickenson  for  the  purchase, 
and  remained  there  in  this  character,  when  the  deed  and 
mortgage  between  Barton  and  Dickenson  were  executed.  This 
would  not  be  deemed  an  adverse  holding.  It  was  not  hostile 
to  Barton^s  title.  Dickenson  could  not  have  set  up  against 
Barton  an  adverse  holding,  and  Smithy  who  claimed  under  him, 
must  be  considered  as  standing  in  the  same  situation. 

2.  Eleanor  Gallaway  was  not  an  interested  witness ;  the 
verdict  in  this  cause  could  never  have  been  given  in  evidence, 
m  an  action  of  dower  brought  by  her.  But  another  an- 

swer to  the  objection  is,  that  she  was  called  to  testify  as  to  the 
time  the  deed  was  actually  executed.     Admitting  it  to  have 
been  antedated,  it  would  be  ffood  and  effectual  from  the  time 
of  its  execution :  an  acknowledgment,  therefore,  at  any  time, 
duly  made  by  her,  would  take  away  her  right  of  dower ;  and 
if  sne  never  had  lejgally  acknowl^ffed  it,  her  signing  would 
be  no  bar  to  her  claim  of  dower,  so  mat  on  no  ground  what- 
ever could  she  be  interested.    She  was  not  by  her  deed 
estopped  from  showing  it  to  have  been  executed  at  a  time  dif- 
ferent from  the  date.    The  date  is  unimportant.    The  execu- 
tion and  delivery  is  the  important  time  from  which  a  deed  is 
to  take  effect     (2  Johns.  Rep.  234.     4  Easty  477.    3  Lev. 
348.) 

*3.  The  declarations  of  Smithy  while  in  possession  of  the      [  *  834  J 
premises,  as  to  his  tiUe,  were  admissible  against  the  defendant 
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NEW- YORK,  These  declarations  would  have  been  good  against  Smith,  and 

JJJjJI^j^^^  are  also  competent  evidence  against  all  who  claim  under  him. 

JACK80H      This  principle  has  been  repeatedly  recognized,  both  in  cm 

▼•  own  and  in  the  English  courts.     (1  Johns.  Rep.  343.     1  Esp. 

^^'^'       Ca.  458.     2  Term  Rep,  53.)  (a) 

4.  Whether  the  deed  from  Dickenson  to  Smith  was  actually 
executed  at  the  time  it  bears  date,  was  a  question  proper  for 
the  consideration  of  the  jury.  Some  doubt  may  exist  as  to 
that  fact.  I  am  inclined,  however,  to  think, 'that  the  verdict  is 
according  to  the  weight  of  evidence ;  at  all  events,  it  ought 
not  to  be  set  aside  on  this  ground. 

5.  The  deed  from  Dickenson  to  Smith  cannot,  in  its  opera- 
tion, relate  back  to  the  time  the  contract  between  them  was 
made,  so  as  to  bring  it  within  the  scope  of  the  decision  in  the 
case  of  Jackson  v.  Raymond.  (1  Johns.  Cases,  85.  note.)  It  is 
a  general  rule,  with  respect  to  the  doctrine  of  relation,  that  it 
shall  not  do  wrong  to  strangers ;  as  between  the  same  parties 
it  may  be  adopted  for  the  advancement  of  justice.  (3  Caints, 
263.)  Barton  was  a  stranger  to  the  contract  between  Dick" 
enson  and  Smithy  and  it  would  be  the  extreme  of  injustice  to 
permit  his  mortgage  to  be  defeated,  by  considering  Smith*s 
deed  to  take  enect  by  relation,  fi^m  the  time  he  made  his 
contract  for  the  purchase  of  the  premises. 

6.  There  are  np  grounds  for  any  objection  against  the  charge 
of  the  judge.  The  case  was  fitirly  submitted  to  the  jury,  with 
such  observations  as  the  testimony  warranted. 

On  every  ground,  therefore,  the  motion  for  a  new  trial  must 
be  denied. 

Rule  refused. 

(a)  *rhe  declaration  of  a  deceased  tenant  that  he  held  land  under  a  particular 

r^rton,  haa  been  held  to  be  admisaible  to  proye  the  seizin  of  that  penon. 
Stark.  Ev.  70.  {Am.  ed.  1828.)  Andrews  v.  Fleming,  2  DaU.  93.  Weidman  t. 
Karr,  4  Serg.  ^  RawU,  174.  UtUe  t.  Iift6y,  2  GreenL  Rep.  242.  Adams  t. 
Frewek,  2  Jreto  Hamp.  Rep.  387.  So  in  ejectment,  declarations  of  a  penoo 
under  whom  the  defendant  claimed,  that  he  neld  only  as  tenant  on  sufieranoe 
to  the  plaintiff,  were  allowed  to  be  given  in  evidence  by  the  plaintiff.  Andrews 
V.  Fleming.  And  where  one  had  smnted  a  mill  to  A.,  and  aAerwards  conveyed 
to  B.  a  tract  of  land  through  which  the  water  for  the  miU  ran,  it  was  oeM 
that  declarations  of  the  grantor  to  persons  in  possession  under  B.,  that  all  the 
water  of  the  stream  belonged  to  the  mill,  were  admissible  in  an  action  against 
^  one  claimin^nder  B.  for  disturbing  the  water.  Strickler  v.  Todd,  10  Serg.  ^ 
Rawle,  63.  The  declarations  of  a  supposed  grantor,  who  may  be  consisted 
interested  at  the  time  to  declare  in  the  particular  manner  testified  to,  are  not 
admissible  for  any  purpose  whatever.  Bartlet  v.  Delprat/4  Mass.  Rep.  702. 
Clarke  v.  Waite,  12  Mass.  Rep.  439.  But  the  conduct  and  declarations  of  a 
grantor  before  a  conveyiince,  respecting  the  estate  conveyed,  and  tending  to 

Srove  a  fraudulent  intention  on  his  part  to  defeat  his  creditors,  is  proper  evi* 
ence  upon  an  inquiry,  before  a  jury,  into  the  validity  of  such  conveyance,  by 
a  creditor  who  alleges  it  to  be  fraudulent.  Bridge  v.  Eggleston,  14  Mass.  Rtf- 
2^.  The  declarations  of  a  man  respecting  his  title  to  lands,  made  before  ne 
parts  with  his  estate  therein,  are  evilence  against  him,  and  all  claiming  und^t 
him.    Darsey  v.  Dorsetfs  Hetrs,  3  Har.  ^  Johns.  426. 
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May,  1809. 


^Burnet  against  M.  Bisco. 

THIS  was  an  action  of  assumpsit.    The  declaration  stated,  J^^.^!^ 
that  CD  the  26th  February,  1808,  the  defendant  made  an  agree-  a^preement    u> 
meot  in  writing  with  the  plaintiff,  whereby  she  agreed  to  give  ^*,iSj^"jf^ 
the  plaintiff  the  refusal  of  the  iarm  on  which  she  lived,  with  fann^d&c.itwas 
the  south  half  of  the  house,  for  the  term  of  two  years,  from  S^tjJSly'^'^ 
the  1st  April,  1803,  together  with  the  stock,  &c.,  at  the  fol-  ibow  a  couid. 
lowing  rate,  viz.  for  the  first  year,  600  dollars,  140  of  which  to  p^SSHe.^^'S 
be  paid  in  November,  160  dollars  in  December,  and  the  remain-  as  oeceMaiyio 
der  on  the  Ist  May  following.     For  the  second  year,  900  dol-  ^jS^JS^*"* 
hrs  was  to  be  paid  at  the  Tike  periods,  the  stock  to  be  ap-  where  the  m- 
praised  by  certain  persons,  on  the  1st  April,  1808,  and  again  §^1^!^^'^ 
at  the  end  of  the  two  years,  and  the  same  amount  of  stock  to  ing,  as  if  it  re- 
be  i:etumed,  and  good  security  given  for  the  performance  of  ™««n«<*"»  parol 
the  contract ;  the  &rm  to  be  left  in  as  good  repair  at  the  end 
of  the  two  years,  as  at  the  commencement,  &c.  dLc  ;  reserving 
to  the  defendant  land  sufficient  for  her  son  to  keep  three 
horses,  and  for  him  to  improve  in  his  own  person,  and  for 
pasturing  a  cow.     The  plaintiff  averred,  that  on  the  1st  April, 
180S,  he  performed  the  agreement,  as  iar  as  his  part  was  to 
be  performed,  and  was  then  at  the  place  ready  to  have  the 
stock  appraised,  &c.,  and  also  tendered  good  security  for  the 
performance  on  his  part,  &c.,  yet  the  defendant,  not  regarding, 
&c,  assigning  breaches  of  the  whole  agreement  on  the  part 
of  the  defendant. 

To  this  declaration  the  defendant  demurred  specially,  and 
ttsigned  the  following  causes : 

1.  Because  the  plaintiff,  though  he  states  that  the  defendant 
did  not  give  the  plaintiff  the  refusal  of  the  farm,  &c.,  does  not 
state  that  the  defendant  disposed  of  the  farm  to  any  other  per- 
son, or  that  she  retained  it  herself 

2.  That  the  declaration  does  not  state  where  the  farm  was 

situated,  nor  its  value,  nor  the  number  of  acres,  nor  the  *quan-      [  *  236  ] 
tity  of  land  to  be  reserved  for  the  defendant's  son,  nor  how 
mach  was  requisite  for  the  defendant's  son ;  so  that,  by  reason 
of  this  uncertainty,  there  was  no  rule  by  which  to  measure  the 


3.  The  declaration  does  not  state  who  were  to  be  the  ap- 
praisers. 

4.  The  plaintiff  does  not  state  what  kind  of  security  he  * 
offered,  nor  whether  it  was  written  or  parol. 

To  this  demurrer  there  was  a  joinder,  and  the  same  was 
submitted  to  the  court  without  argument. 
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NfiW-YOTK,  Per  Curiam.  A  defect  m  subfltance  in  this  declaration  b, 
,,^1,^^^  that  there  is  no  consideration  stated.  The  defendant  agreed 
to  give  the  refiisal  of  the  farm  to  the  plaintiff;  but  he  did  not 
agree  to  take  it,  and  there  was  no  promise  on  his  part  as  a 
consideration  for  the  promise  of  the  defendant,  nor  any  money 
paid,  or  other  valuable  consideration  given.  The  agreement 
was  a  mere  nudttm  pactum.  A  consideration  is  as  necessary 
to  an  agreement  reduced  to  writing,  as  if  it  remained  in  parol. 

il  Sound,  211.  note  2.)     There  must  be  judgment  for  the 
efendant 

Judgment  for  the  defendant 
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£lti«« 

V. 

•Elting  and  others.  Administrators  of  Elting,  against  vapd«bi.tw. 
Vandermtn. 

THIS  was  an  action  o(  assumpsit  The  declaration  stated,  AdeciaratioD 
tiiat  one  Zachariah  Hoffman^  now  deceased,  was,  in  his  life-  Sy*tK°S^S 
time,  justly  indebted  to  the  intestate,  in  his  life-time,  in  divers  another,  need 
sums  of  money,  &c. ;  that  the  intestate,  in  his  life-time,  was  S^^^^^H^ 
about  to  sue  the  heirs  of  the  said  Hoffman^  for  the  recovery  inwnUnjr.  That 
of  the  sums  so  due  to  him ;  "  that  thereupon  the  said  Jacobus  denc^at^^the 
Vanderlytiy  in  consideration  that  the  said  R.  L  Elting^  (the  trial,  and  aOer 
intestate,)  in  his  life-time,  at  the  special  instance  and  request  Ji^u  '^^ 
of  the  defendant,  would  forbear  to  prosecute  the  heirs  of  the  thatitwasprov. 
said  Z.  Hoffman,  of  which  the  defendant,  in  right  of  his  wife,  ^^J****  whSre 
was  one,  be,  the  defendant,  undertook  and  faithfully  p^om-  one  of  several 
ised  the  intestate,  in  his  life-time,  and  since,  to  wit,  on  the  hS!"promi^  to 
Ist  May,  1807,  at,  &c.,  undertook  and  promised  the  plaintiffs  pay  the  debt  of 
administrators  to  pay  them  the  several  sums  of  money  so  due  ^^ff'^^S^ 
and  owing  from  the  said  Hoffman,  in  his  life-time,  to  the  said  not  allege  that 
Elting,  in  his  life-time,  &c. ;  that  the  said  Elting,  in  his  life-  hS,Jh3lS^2I 
time,  confiding  in  the  said  promise,  &c.,  did  forbear  to  prose-  A  forbearance 
cute,  &c.  for  two  years  and  longer,  and  hitherto  hath  forborne  ^^gSSTcon^ 
to  prosecute,  &c. ;  and  that  the  plaintiffs,  as  administrators,  wderaUon  for  a 
since  the  death  of  Elting,  have  also  forborne  to  prosecute,'*  Se"dcbt^of  aS^ 
&c.  The  defendant  pleaded  non  assumpsit,  and  non  assumpsit  other. 
infra  sex  annos. 

The  cause  was  tried  at  the  Ulster  circuit,  in  September  last, 
when  the  jury  found  a  verdict  for  the  plaintiffs. 

A  motion  was  made,  at  the  last  term,  in  arrest  of  judgment, 
00  the  following  grounds : 

I.  Because  the  promise  of  the  defendant  was  for  the  benefit 
of  the  heirs  of  Hoffman  generally,  and  so  within  the  statute  of 
frauds. 

*2.  Because  the  plaintiffs  ought  to  have  averred  in  their      [*238] 
declaration,   that  the  defendant,  as  one  of  the  heirs,   had 
received  assets  from  the  ancestor. 

3.  Because  a  promise  to  pay,  in  consideration  of  an  indef- 
inite forbearance,  is  void. 

HawJcins,  for  the  defendant.  1.  The  statute  (24th  sera.  c.  50.) 
which  makes  heirs  liable,  on  simple  contracts  and  specialties,  for 
the  debts  of  their  ancestors,  (a)  makes  them  jointly  responsible. 
It  is  a  contract,  and,  as  such,  must  be  joint.  The  defendant 
could  only  be  answerable  for  his  proportion  of  the  debt,  as 

(a)  2  Rm.  SUU,  4S2, 
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NEW-YORK,  one  of  the  heirs.     His  promise,  therefore,  to  pay  the  whole. 
May,  1809.     ^j^g  j^  promise  to  pay  the  debts  of  the  other  heirs ;  it  is  a  parol 
Eltino       undertaking  for  the  debt  of  another,  and  so  within  the  statute 
V-  of  frauds. 

2.  In  every  case,  the  plaintiff  ought  to  allege  in  his  declara- 
tion, sufficient  to  entitle  him  to  recover.  The  plaintiiTs  ought 
to  have  alleged  that  the  defendant  was  heir  and  had  assets  by 
descent ;  for  though  the  ancestor  may  have  given  a  bond,  or 
been  indebted,  it  does  not  follow  that  the  heir  is  liable,  unless 
he  has  assets  by  descent.  (2  Saujid.  136.  3d  ed.  and  note,) 
As  the  defendant  was  not  impleaded  as  heir,  he  could  not  plead 
riens  per  descent, 

3.  A  forbearance  generally,  without  specifying  anytime, 
is  not  a  sufficient  consideration  to  support  an  assumpsit.  In 
Lutwichy.  Hussey^  and  Philips  v.  Sackfardy  {Cro.  Eliz,  19. 
455.)  it  was  decided,  that  a  promise  to  forbear  indefinitely, 
was  not  a  good  consideration.  There  must  be  some  certain 
time  limited.  {Cro,  Jac.  250.)  At  least,  the  forbearance 
should  be  for  a  reasonable  time.  {Hutton^  108.)  It  is  true, 
that  where  there  is  any  lien  lost,  or  benefit  conferred  by  the 
forbearance,  this  will  be  a  good  consideration  for  the  promise. 
(BulL  N.  P.  281.  Chtuper,  128.  Hutton,  101.  Hardres, 
72.) 

Sudamj  contra.  1.  The  declaration  need  not  state  that  the 
promise  was  in  writing ;  that  fact  must  appear  in  evidence  at 
the  trial.  If  such  a  promise  be  stated,- as,  if  in  writing,  would 
I  *  239  ]  be  valid  under  the  statute,  the  court,  after  ^verdict,  will  in- 
tend that  it  was  proved  to  have  been  in  writing,  and  the  judg- 
ment cannot  be  arrested  on  that  ground. 

2.  The  plaintiffs  do  not  charge  the  defendant  as  heir ;  it 
Was  not  necessary,  therefore,  to  allege  that  he  had  assets  by . 
descent.  The  action  is  founded  on  the  promise  of  the  defend- 
ant to  pay  the  debt  of  the  heirs.  Under  our  statute,  heirs  are 
liable  for  the  simple  contracts  of  their  ancestors,  though  not  so 
m  England.  Where  the  declaration  is  against  an  executor  or 
heir,  on  his  own  promise  to  pay,  assets  need  not  be  alleged ; 
for  if  there  is  a  sufficient  consideration,  or  the  promise  be  valid, 
he  is  liable  whether  there  be  assets  or  not.  (1  Saund.  211.  a. 
note.     2  Sound.  137.  b.  note.) 

3.  The  cases  cited  from  Cro.  Eliz.  have  been  overruled  by 
subsequent  decisions ;  and,  particularly,  in  the  case  of  Mopes 
V.  Sidney  J  (Cro.  Jac.  683.  See  also  Cro.  Jac.  47.  273.  and 
Cro.  Car.  241.  Hohart,  216.)  where  it  was  laid  down,  that  a 
forbearance  to  sue  generally  was  a  good  consideration  for  a 
promise.  If  it  appear  that  the  plaintiff  did  forbear  a  reasonable 
time,  it  will  be  sufficient  By  forbearing  to  sue,  the  plaintiff 
suffers  a  damage. 
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Van  Ness,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court.  1.  There  new-york, 
a  no  pretence  for  bringing  the  promise  within  the  statute  of  vJJjJ^^lSJ^ 
frauds,  (a)  Whether  the  promise  was  in  writing  or  not,  need 
not  appear  in  the  declaration.  That  is  matter  of  evidence 
ooly  ;  and  after  verdict,  we  must  presume  that  it  was  in  writ- 
ing. Forbearance  to  sue  is  a  sufficient  consideration  for  a 
promise  to  pay  the  debt  of  another.     (1  Saund,  211.  a.  note.) 

2.  The  defendant  is  not  sued  as  heir,  but  on  a  promise  to 
pay  the  debt  of  the  heirs,  and  the  question  of  assets  does  not, 
therefore,  arise.  Heirs^  under  our  statute,  are  liable  for  the 
ample  contract  debts  of  their  ancestor. 

3.  The  consideration  of  forbearance  generally  is  sufficient, 
without  setting  forth  a  specific  time.     There  was,  in  fact,  a 

total  forbearance  for  a  long  time,  which  brings  the  *case  within       [  *  840  J 
that  of  Mopes  v.  Sidney.     {Cro.  Jac.  683.)     The  court  are  of 
opinion,  that  the  motion  must  be  denied. 

Motion  denied. 
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MEW-YCMtK, 

May,  1809. 

Hall 

V. 

Shults. 


S.  Hall  against  Shultz  and  Suultz. 


CTcS^io  b*'  *"  THIS  was  an  action  of  assumpsit  for  money  had  and  received 
Sieland  of^"  to  the  usc  of  the  plaintiff. 

•oid*on**  '^***  The  following  facts  appeared  from  the  evidence  at  the  trial. 
tioQ,  ^kI  recoQ^  The  farm  of  the  plaintiff  waB  about  to  be  sold  by  the  sheriff,  od 
vey  ii  to  him,  an  exccution  issued  out  of  this  court ;  and  one  William  Sumi 
Uw  ^o^y°  ad-  agreed  with  the  plaintiff  to  bid  off  the  farm  and  advance  the 
vanced,  and  a  p^rchase  money,  and  to  reconvey  the  farm  to  the  plaintiff  oo 

reasonable  com-   '^  .      /•  ^i_  j  j  ^l        i_       ir*         i  i-\_ 

]>eii9ation(orhi8  payment  01  the  money  so  advooced  on  the  shenti  s  sale.  One 
hjrS^'*' bif  ^''  ^^^^^^9  ^ho  ^^  ^  witness  in  the  cause,  was  employed  by 
tbe^afd, refund  Swart,  who  was  going  from  home,  to  timn^act  the  business  for 
to  jj^^^Y'®^  J*  him,  and  was  told  by  Swart,  that  if  the  defendant?  came  to  bid 
paid  300 dollars  off  the  farm,  he  might  permit  them  to  do  it,  as  it  was  the  same 
'°rSl!rf  a?°^°Md  ^^^^S  ^^  >f  '^^  (SivQrt)  should  do  it.  On  the  day  of  sale,  one  of 
mierest*  of  ^e  the  defendants,  Jacob  Shwkz^  was  present,  and  told  the  witness, 
b""4  *^^^*^*^**  rt»at  he  had  come  over  for  the  purpose  of  bidding  off  tlie  farm 
oJder'to  obiiin  for  the  plaintiff;  that  he  had  the  money  to  pay  for  it,  and  if  he 
the  300  doifi^^  should  bid  it  off,  he  would  convey  it  to  the  plaintiff,  on  being 
it  was  held  that  repaid  the  consideration  money. 

^v^eMhtmoV^"  ^  ^^"  ^^  ^^^  plaintiff,  in  behalf  of  his  father,  agreed  with 
back^  so"  pauf[  Jacob  Sliultz,  that  he  should  bid  off  the  farm  for  the  amount  of 
moue^had"  '"d  ^^^  cxecution,  and  if  the  plaintiff  repaid  the  money  with  inter- 
receivod  to  his  cst,  in  ioxxT  months,  the  farm  should  be  reconveyed  to  the 
use.  (a)  plaintiff,  and  Shultz  said  that  he  would  not  charge  the  plaintiff 

[  *  241  ]  more  than  tlie  interest,  beyond  the  amount  advanced,  *unless 
the  plaintiff  should  think  proper  to  allow  him  something  for 
v/'^^cwyf^  his  trouble ;  and  the  witness  answered,  that  he  did  not  doubt 
*J?*^«  ^7'h^I  ^^^^  '^'s  father  would  make  Shultz  a  reasonable  compensation 
l.n *So«f?wT'  for  his  trouble.  Another  witness  who  was  present,  stated  the 
'liu'n,  V^'jokL\  agreement  to  be,  that  Shultz  was  to  bid  off  the  farm,  and  re- 
.wef.'Lr^i  convey  it,  at  any  time,  within  12  months,"  on  the  repayment 
t^yiif^i^'.  ^^  ^^^  purchase  money  with  interest,  and  a  reasonable  com- 
^""p^^  5  Cow',  pensation  for  his  trouble. 

*'''  *  '  After  the  defendants  had  bid  off  the  farm,  the  plaintiff  called 

on  them  for  the  purpose  of  having  the  agreement  reduced  to 
writing,  when  the  defendants  refused  to  reconvey  the  fiuin  to 
the  plaintiff,  unless  he  would  pay  them  the  consideration  money 
and  interest,  and  the  further  sum  of  300  dollars,  for  their  trouble 
and  expense  in  attending  to  the  business.  A  written  agreement 
was  then  made  by  the  defendants,  as  follows  :  "  We,  the  sub- 
scribers, do  hereby  certify,  that  we  will  let  Samuel  Hall  have 
the  farm  again  he  now  lives  on,  by  p>aying  us  the  same  which 
we  paid  the  sheriff  for  in  Ulster  county,  with  the  interest  firom 
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Sholts. 


[*242] 


the  AAiey  and  300  dollars  for  our  ejtpenses  and  trbable,  which  new-york 
most  be  paid  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  April  next ;  if  not  •*®^'  ^®^- 
paid  then,  shall  be  void,  and  of  no  eflect.  As  witness  our 
hands,  this  30th  day  of  December,  1805."  Signed,  "  John  F. 
ShuUxy  The  plaintiff  reminded  the  defendants  of  their  former 
agreement  to  wait  four  months,  and  the  agreement  was  altered 
fipom  two  to  three  months.  The  plaintiff  objected  to  the  pay- 
ment of  the  300  dollars,  observing  that  it  was  a  very  large  sum 
for  so  short  a  time,  but  he  knew  that  he  must  pay  whatever  the 
defendants  demanded ;  upon  which,  one  of  the  defendants  re- 
plied, that  he  had  been  obliged  to  ride  three  or  four  days  to 
obtain  the  money,  as  he  had  it  not  on  hand,  and  that  the  farm 
was  worth  8,000  dollars. 

On  being  told  by  one  of  the  witnesses  that  the  300  dollars 
was  a  pretty  large  sum,  one  of  the  defendants  said  that  they  had 
a  great  ded  of  trouble  in  raising  the  money,  and  that  he  had- 
been  obliged  to  ride  day  and  night  to  obtain  it.  *The  witness 
observed,  that  he  thought  any  person  would  take  a  great  deal 
of  trouble  for  so  large  a  sum,  upon  which  the  defendants  replied, 
"Yes,  if  one  could  have  such  opportunities  often  enough." 

The  plaintiff  paid  the  sum  advanced  by  the  defendants,  with 
interest,  and  also  the  300  dollars;  to  recover  back  the  last  sum 
the  present  suit  was  brought. 

The  Judge,  before  whom  the  cause  was  tried,  ordered  the 
pkdntin  to  be  called  and  nonsuited,  with  leave  to  move  the 
court  to  set  aside  the  nonsuit,  and  for  a  new  trial. 

Ruggles  and  Hawkins,  for  the  plaintiff,  contended  that  the 

Eyment  of  the  300  dollars  must  be  considered  as  compulsory, 
the  case  of  Astley  v.  Reynolds  (2  Str.  916.)  where  plate 
had  been  pawned  for  20  pounds,  and  the  pawnee  refused  to 
return  it  without  being  paid  10  pounds  for  the  interest,  which 
the  pawnee  paid,  he  was  allowed  to  recover  back  the  excess, 
on  the  ground  of  its  being  extorted,  by  taking  an  advantage 
of  the  necessity  of  the  plaintiff.  Lord  Mansfield,  in  the  case 
of  Smith  V.  Bromley,  {Voug.  696.  in  note.)  said,  that  if  a  man 
makes  use  of  what  is  in  his  power  to  extort  money  from  one  in 
distress,  it  was  illegal  and  oppressive,  and  that  an  action  would 
lie  to  recover  back  what  the  party  had  been  so  unjustly  com- 
pelled to  pay.  The  principle  of  this  decision  has  been  repeat- 
edly recognized  and  sanctioned  by  the  English  courts. 

Sudcan,  The  parties  must  be  confined  to  the  written  agree- 
ment, and  by  that  the  plaintiff  could  have  compelled  the  de- 
fendants to  have  reconveyed  the  land  on  the  payment  of  the 
principal  sum  with  interest,  and  a  reasonable  compensation  for 
their  trouble,  so  that  the  plaintiff  was  under  no  necessity  to  pay 
the  300  dollars,  unless  he  was  willing  to  do  so.    This  case 
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HEW-york,  differs  from  that  o(  AxtUy  t.  Reynolds^  where  the  party  coaU 

May,  1809.     j^f^  \yy  ^^  action  of  tfover,  get  back  the  plate  he  had  pawned. 

^^^^]^J]2^^  The  payment  of  the  300  dollars  must,  therefore,  be  considered 

V.  as  voluntary  on  the  part  of  the  ^plaintiff)  and  he  ought  not 

r  ^OA^     ^^^^  ^^"^        l^ffiG  of  three  years,  to  be  allowed  to  recover  ii 

L    ^^J      back.    Where  a  party  pays  money  with  a  full  knowledip 

of  all  the  fkcts,  and  of  his  legal  rights,  he  can  never  recover  it 

back.     (2  East.  469.  471.  n.  a.    2  Comy.  an  CknU.  40,  41.    1 

Esp.  Cases  N.  P.  84.) 

Spencer,  J.  The  plaintiff  has  brought  this  action  for  money 
had  and  received,  to  recover  back  300  dollars  voluntarily  paid 
by  him,  under  the  following  circumstances.  The  plaintiff's 
^  fiurm  was  about  to  be  sold  on  execution,  and  the  defendants,  at 
his  instance,  came  forward  and  bid  it  off,  under  a  parol  agree* 
ment,  as  stated  by  one'  of  the  witnesses,  to  reconvey  it  to  the 
plaintiff,  on  being  repaid  the  money  advanced,  and  by  another 
witness,  to  reconvey,  if  the  plaintiff  paid  the  amount  advanced, 
with  legal  interest,  in  four  months,  unless  the  plaintiff  should 
think  fit  to  allow  them  something  for  their  trouble.  By  an- 
other witness  it  was  stated,  that  the  defendants  were  to  re- 
convey the  farm  at  any  time,  within  a  twelvemonth,  on  the 
repayment  of  the  purchase  money  with  the  legal  interest,  and 
a  reasonable  compensation  for  their  trouble.  Soon  after  the 
purchase  of  the  farm  by  the  defendants,  at  public  auction,  the 
plaintiff  applied  to  them  to  reduce  the  agreement  to  writing: 
this  they  did,  and  by  the  writing  which  they  gave  to  the  plain- 
tiff, they  agreed  to  convey  to  him  the  &rm,  on  being  refunded 
the  money  advanced  with  interest,  and  300  dollars  for  their 
expenses  and  trouble,  in  about  two  months  from  the  tune  of 
the  sale.  On  receiving  this  written  proposition,  the  plaintiff 
observed  to  the  defendants,  that  300  dollars  was  a  very  large 
sum  for  so  short  a  time,  but  he  knew  he  was  obliged  to  pay 
whatever  they  demanded.  The  plaintiff  also  observed,  that  the 
defendants  had  agreed  to  give  him  four  months  to  redeem,  on 
which,  one  of  the  defendants  stated  he  had  been  obliged  to 
ride  three  or  four  days  for  the  money,  not  having  it  on  hand, 
and  the  agreement  was  altered  by  extending  tfie  time  one 
month  longer.  The  pl&dntiff,  within  the  time  specified,  paid 
the  defendants  the  amount  advanced  by  them,  the  interest,  and 
I  *244]  300  dollars  for  their  trouble.  The  farm  was  ♦worth  8,000 
dollars,  and  had  been  bid  off  at  more  than  3,000  dollars. 

On  this  proof,  the  judge  directed  a  nonsuit,  which  the  plain* 
tiff  has  moved  to  set  aside,  for  misdirection. 

The  defendants  having,  with  their  own  money,  purchased  the 
plaintiff's  farm,  on  an  execution,  under  a  parol  agreement,  I 
strongly  doubt,  whether  there  existed  anv  remedy  for  him  ai 
law  or  in  equity,  to  enforce  this  agreem#i»t  or  to  r»K>Fer  d^m 
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ages  for  its  non-performance.     It  related  to  lands,  and  comes  new-yorr, 
within  the  11th  section  of  the  statute  for  the  prevention  of    *J2[^*^V, 
fiauds,  which  declares  that  no  action  shall  be  brought  whereby        Hall 
to  charge  any  person  upon  any  contract  or  sale  of  lands,  or  any  v- 

interest  in  or  concerning  them  ;  unless  the  agreement,  or  some 
note  thereof,  be  in  writing.  The  wisdom  of  this  statutory  pro- 
Tision  is  rendered  manifest  by  the  fiicts  in  this  case  :  the  wit- 
nesses who  speak  of  the  contract,  all  differ  from  each  other  as 
to  its  terms.  Viewing,  as  I  do,  the  defendants  under  no  legal 
obligation  to  reconvey  the  property  they  had  purchased,  when 
the  plaintifr  afterwards  treated  with  them  for  tne  re-acquisition 
of  the  farm,  he  treated  as  a  purchaser,  and  they  had  a  right  to 
exact  such  terms  as  they  saw  fit.  It  is  in  vain  to  urge  the  moral 
obligation  which  tlie  defendants  were  under  from  their  parol 
agreement,  or  the  hardship  of  the  particular  case ;  courts  of 
hm  cannot  enforce  moral  duties,  or  relieve  particular  hardships, 
without  a  legal  basis.  If  parties  are  inattentive  to  their  own  in- 
terests, from  too  great  confidence,  or  from  ignorance,  they  must 
frequently  be  remediless. 

The  present  case  has  been  compared  to  a  set  of  cases,  where 
money  has  been  unjustly  extorted,  and  a  remedy  has  been  af- 
fi)rded,  by  an  action  for  money  had  and  received,  to  recover  it 
back.  The  case  of  Asthy  v.  Beynolds  (2  Sir.  916.)  has  been 
cited.  Plate  was  pawned  to  raise  20  pounds.  At  the  end  of 
three  years,  the  pawner  came  to  redeem,  and  offered  to  pay  the 
money,  and  4  pounds,  which  was  more  than  the  legal  interest ; 
the  pawnee  demanded  10  pounds.  There  was  a  second  tender 
of  the  4  pounds;  it  was  refused,  and  the  10  pounds  insisted 
on.  The  plaintiff  paid  it,  and  got  his  *goods,  and  brought  his  [  *  24b  j 
action  to  recover  the  surplus  beyond  the  legal  interest ;  and  he 
recovered,  on  the  principle  that  it  was  a  payment  by  compul- 
«on,  and  that  he  must  have  had  such  an  immediate  want  of 
his  goods,  that  an  action  of  trover  would  not  do  his  business. 
The  principle  of  this  case  has  been  subsequently  overruled  by 
Lord  Kenyan,  in  the  case  of  Knibhs  v.  HalL  (1  Esp,  84.) 
There  a  landlord  had  exacted  5  guineas  more  than  the  real 
rent  of  chambers,  which  demand  the  tenant  resisted,  insisting 
thot  the  rent  was  20  and  not  25  guineas,  and  to  avoid  a  dis- 
tress which  was  threatened,  paid  at  the  rate  of  25  guineas. 
His  lordship  held  this  was  not  a  payment  by  compulsion, 
as  the  tenant  might,  by  a  replevin,  have  defended  himself 
against  the  distress  ;  and,  therefore,  after  a  voluntary  payment 
so  made,  he  should  not  be  allowed  to  dispute  its  legality. 
Without  undertaking  to  pronounce  between  the  cases  cited, 
the  present  differs  materially  from  both  ;  here  there  was  no 
1^  right  to  demand  a  conveyance  of  the  property ;  there  was 
no  title  to  it  on  the  part  of  the  plaintiff;  besides,  there  was  nc 
standard  whereby  to  ascertain  the  allowance  which  ought  to 
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NEW-YORK^  have  been  made  to  the  defendants  for  their  trouble.  In  the 
May,  1809.     ^j^g^  fj^^m  Strungey  the  standard  was  the  legal  interest,  and  in 

^'^^Ujaa!*^  ^®  c«^^  decided  by  Lord  Kenyon^  the  sum  exacted  beyond  the 
V.  rent  stipulated,  was  a  fact  depending  on  proof,  and  would  have 

^^^''  been  the  amount  which  the  defendant  bad  a  right  to  claim. 
The  case  of  Smith  v.  Bromley  {Doug,  696.  in  note.)  has  also  been 
relied  on ;  in  that  case,  money  had  been  advanced  by  a  relation 
of  the  bankrupt,  to  induce  a  creditor  who  refused,  without  such 
advance,  to  sign  a  certificate.  An  action  was  brought  to  re- 
cover it  back,  and  though  Lord  Mansfield  was  at  first  against 
the  action,  he  afterwards,  with  the  other  judges,  sustained  it, 
as  coming  within  the  letter  and  reason  of  the  statute  which 
prohibited  such  inducements  being  taken.  On  the  ground  that 
there  existed  no  legal  right  on  the  part  of  the  plaintiff,  to  de- 
mand or  enforce  a  conveyance,  that  he  must  be  considered  in 
the  light  of  any  other  purchaser,  and  that  the  defendants  might 
make  their  own  terms,  and  that  the  plaintiff  has  voluntarily, 

[  •  246  ]  *and  with  his  eyes  open,  fixed  the  compensation  claimed  by 
the  defendants,  and  paid  them  the  money,  he  can  have  no 
claim  to  call  on  the  court  to  aid  him  in  getting  rid  of  what  he 
conceives  an  unconscientious  advantage.  But,  if  there  did 
exist  a  legal  remedy  to  enforce  a  reconveyance,  as  the  measure 
of  the  defendants'  claim  to  compensation  rested  in  arbitrary 
discretion,  the  plaintiff,  by  voluntarily  acceding  to  the  terms 
proposed  by  the  defendants,  has  lost  any  right  to  call  on  a  jury 
to  relieve  him  from  an  allowance  deliberately  fixed  by  hmiself 
The  nonsuit,  in  my  opinion,  was  properly  directed. 

TuotfPsoN,  J.  The  application,  in  this  case,  is  to  set  aside 
the  nonsuit  ordered  at  the  trial.  The  action  was  for  money  had 
and  received,  and  is  attempted  to  be  maintained  on  the  ground 
that  the  defendants  had,  by  imposition,  oppression,  and  taking 
an  undue  advantage  of  the  plaintiff's  situation,  extorted  from 
him  a  sum  of  money,  which  he  has  sought  by  this  action  to  re- 
cover back.  That  these  allegations,  if  made  out  in  proof,  afford 
a  good  cause  of  action,  cannot  be  denied.  A  brief  statement  ot 
the  leading  facts  in  the  case  becomes  necessary,  to  see  whether 
the  transaction  is  stamped  with  the  character  attributed  to  it 
The  plaintiff's  farm  being  about  to  be  sold  under  an  execution, 
which  he  could  not  immediately  discharge,  he,  by  his  agent, 
agreed  with  Jacob  ShtUtZy  to  bid  off  the  farm,  he,  Shuhz,  prom- 
ising to  reconvey  it  to  the  plaintiff,  on  being  within  a  certain 
time  reimbursed  for  his  advances,  with  the  interest,  and  a  rea- 
sonable compensation  for  his  trouble.  On  the  day  of  sale,  Shubz 
attended,  and  declared  to  one  of  the  witnesses  that  he  came  to 
bid  off  the  farm  for  Holly  and  would  reconvey  it  to  him  on  being 
repaid.  The  ferm  was,  accordii^ly,  bid  off  by  him.  A  few  days 
after  the  sale,  the  plaintiff  called  on  the  defendants  to  have  the 
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igi^)«iir<)nt  reduced  to  writing.  The  defendants  refuied  to  re- 
con?ef  unless  the  plaintiff  would  pay  them  the  sum  they  had 
paid  tQ  the  sheriff,  with  the  interest,  and  300  dollars  for  their 
trouble  The;  plaintiff  *told  them  300  dollars  was  a  large  sum 
for  their  trouble,  but  observed,  he  knew, he  was  obliged  to  pay 
whatever  they  demanded ;  upon  which,  one  of  the  defendants 
said,  he  had  been  obliged  to  ride  three  or  four  days  for  the 
money.  The  plaintiff  has  paid  the  amount  of  the  sum  demoded ; 
and  the  question  presented  is,  whether  these  were  not  circum- 
stances proper  to  be  submitted  to  the  jury,  and  for  them  to  de- 
termine whether  the  300  dollars,  or  some  part  of  it,  was  not  un- 
justly extorted  from  the  plaintiff.  According  to  my  view  of  the 
case,  it  ought  not  only  to  have  been  submitted  to  the  jury,  but 
is  so  strongly  marked  with  dishonesty  and  oppression,  that  they 
ought  not  to  have  hesitated  about  the  result  Courts  and  juries 
ought  to  discountenance  impositions  of  this  kind,  which  are 
founded  in  fraud  and  immoraUty.  The  defendants  seek  to  shel- 
ter themselves  under  the  rule,  volenti  nonjit  injuria ;  but,  in  my 
judgment,  it  would  be  a  misapplication  of  the  rule  to  extend  it 
to  a  case  like  the  present  Could  the  payment  of  the  300  dol- 
krs  be  said  to  be  voluntary  ?  The  plaintiff  had,  it  is  true,  im- 
prudently confided  in  the  defendants,  and  thereby  placed  him- 
self in  their  power;  at  least  this  was  his  impression,  if  we  may 
judge  from  the  declaration  made  by  him  at  the  time.  The 
agreeifient  made  previous  to  the  sale  was  calculated  to  lull  the 
[Haintiff  to  sleep.  It  was  in  evidence  that  the  farm  was  worth 
8,000  dollars ;  the  precise  sum  paid  by  the  defendants  is  not 
stated,  but  it  is  fairly  to  be  inferred  that  it  was  much  short  of 
the  value  of  the  farm,  and,  of  course,  it  was  an  object  of  impor- 
tance with  the  plaintiff  to  obtain  a  reconveyance. 

I  cannot  discover  in  any  part  of  the  case  a  single  circum- 
stance, showing  this  to  have  been,  in  legal  acceptation,  a  volun- 
tary payment  of  the  300  dollars  by  the  plaintiff,  or  an  assent  to 
its  being  a  reasonable  compensation  for  the  defendants'  trouble. 
The  instrument  in  writing  set  forth  was  no  agreement  between 
the  parties,  but  merely  propositions  of  the  defendants  with 
which  the  plaintiff  might  comply,  or  lose  his  frirm.  The  objec- 
tion made  by  the  plaintiff  to  the  time  of  payment  related  to  the 
reimbursement  of  the  advances  to  *the  sheriff,  in  satisfaction 
of  the  execution.  The  agreement  entered  into  before  the  sale, 
was  to  repay  the  money  within  four  months ;  but  afler  the  sale, 
and  when  the  defendants  had  the  plaintiff  in  their  power,  they 
demanded  payment  in  two  months,  and  would  not  extend  the 
time  beyond  three.  This  was  a  strong  indication  of  a  disposi- 
tion so  to  embarrass  the  plaintiff,  as  to  make  it  impracticable 
for  him  to  redeem  his  &rm,  especially,  when  it  is  connected 
with  the  circumstance  mentioned  by  one  of  the  witnesses,  that 
Shultz  was  anxious  to  bid  off  the  &rm,  intending,  probably,  to 
noake  a  speculation  out  of  it.    If  the  agreement  to  reconvey  the 
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REW-YORK,  fiurm  was  absolutely  void,  so  that  the  plaintiff  was  without  rem* 
*'»y» '®®-     edy,  it  would,  in  my  opinion,  strengthen  his  claim  to  recover 

^■^Hall^^  hack  the  money  unjustly  extorted.     Had  the  defendants  pur- 
'*'  chased  the  farm  at  auction,  without  having  made  any  previous 

"''"'  agreement  to  reconvey,  the  case  would  have  been  very  different 
It  was  in  the  plaintiff's  power  to  have  procured  some  other 
friend  to  purchase  in  the  farm  for  him,  had  he  not  reposed  con- 
fidence in  the  defendants ;  for  it  appears  that  Mr.  Stcari  had 
actually  engaged  a  person  to  do  it,  in  case  the  defendants  should 
not  attend  the  sale.  Shtdtz,  in  making  the  purchase,  evidendy 
considered  himself  as  acting  for  the  plaintiff,  for  he  expressly 
declared  that  he  came  for  the  purpose  of  bidding  off  the  ferra 
for  Hall,  and  the  true  question  between  the  parties  appears  to 
me  to  be,  what  compensation  the  defendants  are  entitled  to  for 
their  services.  Had  the  jury  passed  upon  this  question,  and 
determined  that  300  dollars  was  no  more  than  a  reasonable  com- 
pensation, it  would  not,  perhaps,  be  proper  to  disturb  the  ver- 
dict, although  it  might  be  thought  an  extravagant  allowance  for 
three  or /our  days'  service,  this  being  all  the  trouble  the  defend- 
ants pretended  they  had  taken  about  the  business,  until  after 
the  suit  was  commenced  against  them,  when  they  attempted  to 
magnify  their  claim  by  setting  up  a  pretence  that  they  had  had 
to  ride  night  and  day  to  get  the  money ;  but  they  even  then 
acknowledged  that  300  dollars  would  be  a  large  sum  fgr  their 

I  *  249  ]  trouble,  tjC  they  could  have  such  opportunities  *oftcn  enough.  It 
is  to  be  hoped,  however,  their  opportunities  will  not  be  very  fre- 
quent, for  it  is  a  business  not  deserving  of  much  encouragement 
A  recurrence  to  two  or  three  adjudged  cases  will  show  to 
what  length  the  remedy  here  sought  has  been  carried.  In  the 
case  o(  Astley  v.  Reynolds,  (2  Stra,  916.)  the  plaintiff,  having 
pawned  some  plate  to  the  defendant  for  20  pounds,  at  tlie  end 
of  three  years  came  to  redeem  it;  the  defendant  demanded  10 
pounds  as  the  interest ;  the  plaintiff  tendered  him  4  pounds, 
knowing  that  to  be  more  than  the  legal  interest ;  but  the  de- 
fendant refusing  to  accept  it,  the  plaintiff,  on  a  second  applica- 
tion and  refusal,  paid  the  10  pounds,  and  then  brought  his 
action  to  recover  back  the  surplus  beyond  the  legal  interest 
Upon  which  the  court  said,  this  was  a  payment  by  compulsion. 
"  The  plaintiff  might  have  such  an  immediate  want  of  his  plate, 
that  an  action  of  trover  would  not  answer.  Where  the  rule 
volenti  nonjit  injuria  is  applied,  it  must  be  where  the  party  had 
his  freedom  of  exercising  his  will,  which  this  man  had  not.  We 
must  take  it  he  paid  the  money,  relying  on  his  legal  remedy  to 
get  it  back  again." 

So  in  the  case  of  Srnith  v.  Bromley,  (Doug,  696.  note.)  Lord 
Mansfield  said,  if  a  mail  makes  use  of  what  is  in  his  own  power, 
to  extort  money  from  one  in  distress,  it  is  illegal  and  oppres- 
sive ;  and  it  being  iniquitous  and  illegal  thus  to  take  money, 
therefore  it  was  so  to  detain  it  Mr.  Soans,  in  his  valuable  ap- 
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pendix  to  Pothiery\2  Poth.  378.)  obeerres,  that  there  is  no  new-york. 
subject  in  its  nature  more  wholly  referable  to  the  general  rules  ^^^>fg^^ 
of  natural  justice,  than  that  of  reclaiming  money  unduly  paid.        hall 
Id  the  letuling  case  on  this  subject  of  Moses  v.  Macferlan^      ^  ^• 
(2  Burr.  1012.)  Lord  Mansjield,  in  giving  an  exposition  of  the        ■''^''** 
groonds  and  nature  of  the  action  for  money  had  and  received, 
states  several  principles,  which  have  ever  since  been  looked 
upon  as  the  standard  of  authority,  even  by  those  who  think 
that  in  their  apphcation  to  that  case,  he  *did  not  allow  sufficient       [  *  S50 1 
consequence  to  other  principles,  by  which  they  ought  ptoperly 
to  have  been  restricted  and  controlled.     He  there  observes, 
that  this  kind  of  equitable  action  to  recover  money  which  ought 
not  in  justice  to  be  kept,  is  very  beneficial,  and  therefore  much 
encouraged.     It  is  only  for  money  which,  ex  aquo  et  bono^  the 
defendant  ought  to  refund.    It  hes  for  money  got  by  imposition 
express  or  imphed,  or  by  extortion  or  oppression,  or  an  undue 
advantage  taken  of  the  plaintiff's  situation.     In  one  word,  the 
gist  of  this  action  is,  that  the  defendant,  upon  the  circum- 
stances of  the  case,  is  obliged,  by  the  ties  of  natural  justice  and 
equity,  to  refund  the  money.     These  principles  are  derived 
from  the  juridical  wisdom  of  the  civil  law,  and  are  founded  on 
the  immutable  rules  of  justice  and  moral  honesty  ;  and,  in  my 
opmion,  apply  with  full  force  to  the  case  before  us. 

I  angi,  accordingly,  of  opinion,  that  the  nonsuit  ought  to  be 
set  aside,  and  a  new  trial  awarded. 

Kent,  Ch.  J.,  Van  Ness,  J.,  and  Yates,  J.,  concurred  in  the 
opinion  delivered  by  Spenceb,  J. 

Rule  refused,  (a) 

(«)  If  a  person  par  monej  to  another  rolontanlj,  with  liiU  knowledge,  or 
Ml  means  of  knowledge^  of  aU  the  facts  of  the  case,  the  party  so  paying 
ctanot  recorer  it  t>aok  again  in  assumpsit,  on  account  of  his  ignorance  or  the 
Isw.  Waiu  T.  LegsfeU,  8  Caw.  195.  CUtrke  t.  Dyteker,  9  Cow,  Rep,  674. 
Where  a  payment  has  been  made,  not  with  fuU  knowledge  of  the  facts,  but 
only  under  a  blind  suspicion  of  the  case,  and  it  b  found  to  have  been  paid  un- 
jwuy,  the  party  paying  may  recover  it  back  again.  Per  Afhwrst,  }.,  Chatfuld 
T.  PcztoR,  2  East,  471,  n.  But  where  one  pa^s  money  under  misapprehension 
of /sctf  as  well  as  law^  and  not  under  mere  mistake  of  the  law  alone,  he  may 
noorer  it  back.  MawaU  y.  ffrigkt,  1  tVend,  355.  Money  lost  at  gaming,  and 
Tidnntarily  paid,  cannot  be  recovered  back  in  JV.  Carolina,  Stowell  y.  Gumrie,  2 
Bayer,  297.  Hodges  y.  PUmaHf  2  Car,  Law.  Rep.  394.  Where  part  payment 
^  been  made  <n  a  debt,  and  afterwards  the  creditor  sues  and  recovers  judg- 
ment by  default  for  his  whole  debt,  without  making  any  allowance  for  suck 
payment,  the  judgment  debtor  cannot  afterwards  maintain  an  action  to  recover 
nek  such  payment :  his  remedy  is,  to  obtain  a  new  trial  in  the  ori^nal  action. 
TVboii  v.  Gordam,  1  Jfew  Hamp,  Rep,  33.  Nor  afler  an  action  is  tried,  and 
JM^ment  rendered,  can  the  defendant  maintain  assumpnt  for  money  had  and 
>eoeived,  on  the  ground  that  he  had  made  certain  payments  which  were  not 
allowed  in  Uie  former  action.  Loring  v.  Mamfidd,  17  Mau,  349.  The  action 
of  MiMMwit  is  » liberal  action  and  wiU  be  sustained  in  aU  cases  where,  by  the 
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NEW- YORK,  ties  of  nmtdnl  jiifkUe  tad  erndtj!  the  defendant  onAt  to  reftend  tbe  money 
May,  1809.  paid  to  him;  but  where  toe  oefendant  may  wiu  a  good  conacience  le- 
eeiTe  the  money,  and  there  was  no^  deeeit  or  unfair  pracUoe  in  obtaining  it, 
although  it  was  moaey  which  the  party  could  not  reeoTer  by  law,  the  aeiioii 
has  never  been  so  far  extended  as  to  enable  the  partr  who  paid  tbe  monejr  vol- 
untarily to  recover  it  back.  Morris  v.  Tortn,  1  Da&,  148.  Bogart  v.  JVmiu,  6 
Serg,  ^  RmoU,  969.    hrvine  v.  fisnton^  10  S$tg.  4*  RawUf  219. 
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NEW.YOEK, 

Jfay,  1809. 

LlYlirOBTOV 

.  •B.  Livingston  against  C.  C.  Roosevelt  and  C.  I.  boomVelt. 

Roosevelt. 

THIS  was  an  action  o(  assuny^sit.  The  plaintiff  declared  on  in  isos,  a. 
a  promissory  note,  dated  April  26, 1805,  drawn  by  the  defend-  ^  ^[rtSwW* 
ant  C.  J.  jR.  payable  to  C.  C.  Roosevelt  Sf  Co,  and  endorsed  as  sugar  "r^ 
by  the  said  C.  I  11.,  in  the  name  of  C.  C.  R.  ^  Co.,  to  the  ££S*i|f  ^^ 
plaintiff,  who  resides  in  the  city  of  New- York,  of  the  gazettes 

When  the  note  became  payable,  it  was  regularly  protested  P-J^f  ^Ne!^ 
for  non-payment,  and  notice  given  to  C.  C.  Roosevelt.  York^     (2^ 

A  judgment  by  default  was  entered  against  C.  *Z  Roosevelt.  ^^  ^^  ^^. 
The  other  defendant,  C.  C  jR.,  pleaded  non  assumpsit.  The  that  they  bad 
cause  was  tried  at  the  New-TorJc  sittings,  in  December,  1807,  ^!!"^i.-  "*^ 

LritiTT^'o  partnefship     m 

before  Mr.  Justice  Spencer.  the  sugar  refin- 

The  defendants,  in  February,  1803,  entered  in  copartner-  ^^^  ^T^' 
ship  in  the  city  of  New- York,  and  published,  for  two  weeks  of  -<«.  4.  Co. 
successively,  in  the  ^^  Evening  Post  *^  and  ^^  American  Citizen,^  j?.^w2iJt^ 
an  advertisement,  that  they  had  entered  into  partnership  in  koowicdge  or 
the  sugar  refining  business ,^  under  the  firm  of  C.  C  Roosevelt  ^jl^^  ^^ 
V  Co.,  and  that  weir  sugar-house  was  in  Thames  street.  Both  quantity  of 
these  newspapers  were  taken  by  the  plaintiff  *during  the  time  [  *  252] 
of  the  adve/tisement.  The  copartnership  continued  until  June,  b^iidy  of  c. 
1805,  when  it  was  dissolved,  and  notice  of  the  dissolution  was  for  which  he 
given  in  the  same  newspapers.  The  note  in  question  was  given  Si^^n^^^J^yl 
lor  ^  pipes  of  brandy,  purchased  of  John  G.  Bogert,  agent  for  abietoihefinn, 
the  plamtiff,  and  which  were  in  the  hands  of  Bogert,  as  admin-  hiJ^^"^-!^*;^ 
ittrator  of  Anthony  Carroll,  deceased,  and  were  sold  in  part  name  of  the 
satisfaction  of  a  debt  due  from  that  estate  to  the  plaintiff.  The  orpar^u,  by 
hiU  of  parcels  of  the  brandy,  with  the  contents,  the  number  and  the  direction  of 
mark  of  each  pipe,  was  made  out  by  a  clerk,  in  the  name  of  f^[  j^^ls  n^t 
C.  I.  Roosevelt  only.  The  brandy  was  entered  at  the  custom^  only,  and  the 
house,  in  the  name  of  C.  I.  Roosevelt;  and  to  obtain  the  usual  ^^  ^^^^ 
debenture,  the  plaintiff  made  oath  at  the  custom-house,  that  wett-indiet,  in 

^  a  vessel  belong- 

ing to  S.,  and 
on  hts  own  account:  and  C.  h  order  to  obtain  the  drawback,  made  oath  at  the  custom-house,  that  the 
braady  was  sold  to  a.  A.^  B.  had  entered  the  nameof  the  firm  at  two  of  the  banks  m  the  city  of  New* 
Ytrky  and  B,  drew  checks,  and  made  and  endorsed  notes  in  the  name  of  the  firm,  which  were  regularly 
paid,  and  the  banks  had  considered  A.S^B.na  general  partners.  C,  when  he  sola  the  brandy,  required 
dw  partnership  secmity,  and  it  did  not  appear  Uiat  be  knew  of  the  linitatioa,  oatil  after  its  dissolution  ita 
Jmmt,  1S06.  notice  of  which  was  also  published  in  two  of  the  aewipapers. 

It  was  held  that  the  copartners  were  not  liable  00  the  note. 

Wbeta  a  pertoa  takes  a  partaefihip  seeurity  fron  one  of  tba  partnert,  fat  what  is  known,  al  the  time^ 
la  be  a  particular  debt  of  the  partner  who  gives  the  security,  the  copartnership  is  not  liable,  (a) 

Where  there  is  a  special  or  limited  partnership,  in  any  particular  trade  or  business,  one  partner  caoDol 
hiad  his  copartner,  by  any  contract  not  connected  with  such  trade  or  business,  (b)  And  a  knowledge  in 
third  persons,  of  the  umiled  nature  of  the  partnership,  will  be  inferred  firon  circumstances.  B  seems,  that 
%  pabficatioo  in  tbenzetle,  of  the  nature  of  the  copartnership,  at  the  time  of  its  commencement,  is  eon* 
tractive  aolice  to  au  those  who  may,  aAerwards,  take  the  copartnership  security. 

(a)  lMirlyv.Airr,lirM^J^i.fl09,  end  the M».rsr* eases  there  cIlMl.    IM  v.  JUssy,  10 .Mas  II9.S4. 
(^  JeBsa  T.  %SBSsr,  4  Cms.  Bt^*  163. 
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NEW-YORK,  the  sale  was  to  C.  J.  Roosevelt.  This  affidavit  was  made  the 
^^^^•^  24th  April,  1805,  subsequent  to  the  sale,  and  before  the  note 
was  given.  The  clerk  at  the  custom-house,  who  attended  with 
the  affidavit,  testified,  that  when  an  article  was  sold  for  exporta- 
tion, as  he  believed,  to  a  copartnership,  it  was  not  uncommon' 
in  the  affidavit  made  in  order  to  obtain  the  debenture,  to  state, 
that  they  were  sold  to  one  of  the  firm,  without  mentioning  the 
other  partners;  but  whether,  in  such  cases,  the  sale  was  in 
reality  made  to  the  firm,  or  to  the  individual  partner  to  whom 
it  was  stated  in  the  affidavit  to  be  made,  he  did  nor  know. 
The  brandy  was  actually  exported  in  a  vessel  belonging  to 
C.  /.  Roosevelt,  and  which  had  been  purchased  with  his  own 
note,  without  an  endorser. 

J.  G.  Lockwoody  a  witness  for  the  defendant,  testified,  that, 
in  the  spring  of  1805,  he  was  employed  by  C.  /.  Roosevelt ,  air 
supercargo,  on  board  the  schooner  Elizabeth,  on  a  voyage  to 
the  West  Indies :  this  was  the  vessel  purchas^  by  C.  L  K.  as 
above-mentioned.  The  cargo '  consisted  of  cloves,  20  pipes  of 
brandy,  purchased  of  the  plaintiff,  and  a  variety  of  other  arti- 
cles. C.  C.  Roosevelt  had  no  interest  or  concern  in  the  vessel 
or  cargo. 

John  T.  Cebra  testified,  that  he  was  a  clerk  of  the  defendants 
y  *  253  I  firom  1804  until  the  dissolution  of  their  partnership.  *On  the 
building  where  the  copartnership  busiiiess  was  conducted,  was 
painted,  in  large  letters,  "  Sugar-House."  He  knew  of  no  co- 
partnership beyond  the  limits  of  the  swar  refining  business. 
The  note  in  question  was  given  at  the  dwelling-house  of  C.  I 
Roosevelt.  No  entry  of  the  purchase  of  the  brandies  was  made 
in  the  copartnership  books,  and  he  understood  that  it  was  a 
private  speculation  of  C.  /.  Roosevelt, 

John  Cross  testified,  that  he  was  directed  to  deliver  the 
brandy  by  John  G.  Robert,  the  agent  of  the  plaintiff;  but  he 
received  no  directions  from  the  plaintiff  to  make  out  the  bill  of 
parcels,  nor  did  he  recollect  receiving  any  firom  John  G.  Bo- 
gert.  Neither  of  them,  as  far  as  he  knew,  ever  saw  the  biH 
The  bill  was  made  out  as  C.  J.  Roosevelt  directed.  John  G. 
Bogert  directed  the  witness  to  call  for  the  note,  but  gave  no 
directions  relative  to  the  form  in  which  it  was  to  be  made.  He 
called  on  C.  J.  Roosevelt,  at  his  dwelling-house,  and  received 
the  note,  and  when  he  handed  it  to  J.  G.  Bogert,  no  objection 
was  made  by  him  or  the  plaintiff  relative  to  the  form  of  it 

It  appeared,  that  at  two  of  the  banks  in  the  city  of  JVet^- 
York,  the  defendants,  from  the  commencement  of  their  copart- 
nership, had  been  in  the  habit  of  keeping  partnership  accounts, 
and  had  been  there  considered  as  general  partners.  That  the 
entry  of  the  partnership  name  of  C.  C.  R»  fy  Co.,  in  the  bank 
book  of  signatures,  was  in  the  hand  of  C.  I.  Roosevelt,  and  that 
the  checks  and  other  partnership  paper  which  passed  at  the 
banks  were  generally  signed  by  C.  /.  Roosevelt,  in  the  name  of 
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the  firm ;  that  credit  was  given  at  these  banks  principally  to 
C.  C  Roosevelty  and  that  nothing  was  known,  at  either  of  them, 
of  any  limitation  of  the  partnership. 

The  plaintiff  proved  by  several  merchants  and  others,  that 
although  they  knew  of  the  partnership,  they  never  heard,  until 
after  its  dissolution,  of  any  limitation,  though  several  of  them 
took  the  newspapers  in  which  the  advertisements  were  pub- 
lished. 

*John  G.  Bogert  testified,  that  he  was  the  agent  of  the 
plaintiff;  that  the  bargain  for  the  brandies  was  made  with  C.  /. 
Roosevelty  but  he  understood  they  were  sold  to  and  for  the 
partnership,  although  nothing  was  said  on  whose  account  the 
purchase  was  made.  The  partnership  engagement  was  to  be 
given,  and  the  sale  was  not  completed,  until  he  had  satisfied 
himself,  by  inquiries,  that  the  defendants  were  partners.  He 
never  heard  of  any  limitation  to  the  partnership,  until  after  its  . 
dissolution,  and  he  gave  no  directions  to  Cross  to  make  out  a 
bill  of  parceb.  He  believed,  when  the  sale  was  made,  that  the 
partnership  was  a  general  one. 

The  judge  told  the  jury,  that  he  was  decidedly  of  opinion, 
apon  the  racts  above  stated,  that  the  plaintiff  was  entitled  to 
recover,  and  the  jury,  accordingly,  found  a  verdict  for  the 
phint2ff. 

The  defendants  moved  for  a  new  trial,  on  the  ground  of  the 
misdirection  of  the  judge,  and  because  the  verdict  was  against 
law  and  evidence.    Two  points  were  made : 

1.  A  partnership  security  was  taken  for  what  was  known  to 
be  the  individual  debt  of  one  partner. 

2.  That  if  the  individuality  of  the  debt  was  not  known  to  the 
plaintiff  or  his  agent,  still,  in  limited  partnerships,  one  partner 
has  no  ^authority  to  bind  the  firm  in  a  transaction  out  of  the 
scope  of  the  partnership. 

(rriffin,  for  the  defendant.  1.  The  partnership  of  C.  C 
Roosevelt  fy  Co.  was  special,  being  expressly  limited  to  the 
sugar  refining  business.  The  note  in  question  was  given  for 
brandvy  and  the  purchase  made  exclusively  for  the  interest  of 
C.  /.  jRoosevclty  and  without  the  knowledge  of  C  C.  Roosevelt 
The  plaintiff  took  a  partnership  security  for  an  individual  debt 
of  one  of  the  partners,  knomng  it  to  be  so.  The  knowledge  of 
the  plaintiff,  or  his  agent,  that  the  security  was  for  the  individual 
debt  of  C  J.  Roosevelt  is  material,  and  is  fiilly  proved  by  the 
written  documents  in  *the  case.  The  bill  of  parceb  made  to 
C.  /.  /?.  is  a  contemporaneous  exposition  of  the  understanding 
of  the  parties ;  for  it  is  to  be  presumed,  that  if  the  sale  had  been 
actually  made  to  the  partnership,  the  bill  would  have  been  made 
out  in  the  name  of  C.  C.  Roosevelt  fy  Co.  That  is  the  natural 
and  usual  course  of  business.  The  entry  at  the  custom-house 
for  exportation,  and  the  afiiidavit  of  the  plaintiff  himself,  that 
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KBW-TOIUC,  the  sale  was  made  to  C  X  Roosevelt j  is  strong  evidence  of  the 
^^^;  ^  fiwjt  Again,  the  form  of  the  note  is  ahnost  conclusive  evidence, 
'"^"^  that  the  brandy  was  sold  to  C.  /.  Roosevelt  alone.  It  is  drawn 
bj  him  alone,  and  he  endorsed  the  name  of  the  firm.  If  it  web 
a  copartnership  debt,  this  mode  of  making  and  endorsing  the 
note  could  give  no  additional  security.  If  Uie  name  of  the  finn 
had  been  subscribed,  as  makers,  each  of  the  defendants  would 
have  been  equally  Uable  to  the  plaintiff. 

It  was  expressly  decided  in  the  case  of  Livingston  v.  Hastie 
and  Patrick^  (2  Ccniies,  246.)  that  a  note  given  oy  one  partner 
in  the  name  of  the  firm,  for  his  individual  debt,  was  void  as 
against  the  firm,  and  even  against  a  friendly  endorser,  not 
knowing  on  what  account  it  was  drawn,  where  the  endorsee 
himself  did  not  know  for  what  the  note  was  given.  The  same 
doctrine  was  recognized  in  the  case  of  Zxmnng-.  v.  Oaine  and 
Ten  Eyck.  (2  Johns  Rep,  300.) 

2.  But  admitting  that  the  plaintiff  or  his  agent  did  not  actu- 
ally know  whether  the  brandy  was  purchased  for  the  individual 
account  of  C  /.  Roosevelt,  or  not,  still,  in  the  case  of  a  limited 
partnership,  one  partner  has  no  power  to  bind  his  copartner  for 
any  thing  out  of  the  course  of  their  copartnership  dealings.  The 
principle  on  which  one  partner  is  made  liable  for  the  acts  of  Us 
copartner,  is  the  implied  assent  arising  from  the  copartnership; 
but  no  assent  can  be  presumed  to  any  contract  out  of  the  scope 
of  the  copartnership  business.  Suppose  a  copartnership  be- 
tween two  silversmiths,  or  shoemakers,  could  one  partner  bind^ 
his  copartner,  by  giving  notes,  in  the  name  of  the  firm,  for  ships 
or  merchandise  ?  or  suppose  a  partnership  between  two  attor- 
I  ♦  256  ]  neys,  *could  one  bind  the  other,  by  purchasing  ships  or  goods 
in  the  name  of  the  partnership  ?  In  the  present  case,  the  co- 
partnership was  expressly  limited  to  a  particular  manufacture 
or  business.  The  distinction  between  general  and  limited  part- 
nerships has  been  long  known  and  settled.  ( Watson  on  Fartn, 
180.  2d  ed,)  In  a  general  partnership,  one  partner  has  an 
unlimited  power  to  bind  his  copartner,  except  by  a  bond  or 
sealed  instrument,  or  where  there  is  a  collusion  with  a  third 
person  to  cheat  the  firm.  In  a  special  partnership,  if  one  party 
uses  the  name  of  the  firm,  in  matters  out  of  the  scope  of  the 
partnership,  it  not  only  is  an  abuse,  but  a  transgression  of  his 
power.  So  a  general  agent  may  abuse  his  authority,  and  yet 
the  principal  be  Uable  ;  but  if  a  special  agent  exceeds  his  au- 
thority, his  principal  is  not  Uable.  (3  Term  Rep,  757.  760.)  It 
is  only  to  act  in  the  course  of  their  particular  trade  or  Bne  of 
business,  that  an  authority  is  delegated  by  partners  to  each 
other ;  and  it  is  only  in  such  transactions  that  strangers  have  a 
right  to  go  on  the  credit  of  the  partnership  funds.  (  Watson^  180. 
16  Vin,  Abr.  242.  1  Salk.  126.  Cowp,  814.  6  Fwcy,  jun.  604. 
1  Esp,  Cos.  29.) 

There  are  two  exceptions  to  the  general  rule  on  this  subject: 
224 


Digitized  by 


Google 


or  THE  STATE  OP  NEW-YOEK. 


UK 


ROOBSTSLT. 


liL  Where  the  partner  who  denies  his  liability,  bad  an  interest  new-yors; 
iD,or  derived  a  benefit  firom,  the  contract ;  2d.  Where  due  dili-  vjjji!^^^ 
gence  or  caution  has  not  been  used  in  informing  the  world  of  litihqstoh 
the  nature  of  the  partnership  ;  .for  the  presumption  must  be, 
that  the  partnership  is  general,  unless  the  contrary  has  been 
made  known.  C  C.  Roosevelt  cannot  be  brought  within  either 
of  these  exceptions ;  he  knew  nothing  of  the  purchase  of  the 
brandy,  which  was  made  solely  and  exclusively  for  the  benefit 
of  C.  L  Roosevelt  The  defendants  did  all  in  their  power  to 
make  known  to  the  public  the  limited  nature  of  their  partner- 
ship. Advertisement  in  the  gazettes  is  the  most  usual,  and  cer- 
tainly tlie  most  efiectual,  way  of  making  such  a  fact  known.  It 
has  been  decided,  that  an  advertisement  in  a  gazette  is  sufiicient 
Dotice  of  the  dissolution  of  a  copartnership ;  (2  Johns,  Rep.  300.) 
for  the  same,  or  a  stronger  reason,  it  ought  to  be  considered  as 
sufficient  notice  of  the  nature  of  the  partnership. 


*T.  A.  Eanmety  contra.  If  there  is  evidence  sufficient  to  jus- 
tify the  jury,  in  finding  their  verdict,  the  court  will  not  disturb 
It  Mere  knowledge  of  the  nature  of  the  partnership,  and  of 
Its  being  an  individual  transaction,  is  not  sufficient ;  there  must 
be  collusion  or  firaud,  and  knowledge  is  only  evidence  of  such 
fraud.  This  knowledge  ought  to  be  strong  and  fiill,  not  slight 
or  presumptive. 

Sugar  refiners  must  purchase  raw  sugar ;  it  is  not,  therefore, 
mpr(3)able,  but  a  fair  inference,  that  the  brandy  was  purchased 
as  an  adventure  to  the  West  Indies  on  the  partnership  account, 
'in  order  to  procure  the  raw  materials  for  the  manufactory.  The 
testimony  of  Bogert  is  direct  and  positive,  that  he  trusted  to  the 
credit  of  the  partnership,  and  that  he  thought  it  a  copartner- 
ship transaction.  Crossy  who  made  out  the  bill  of  parcels,  was 
not  the  agent  of  the  plaintiff.  He  made  it  out  agreeably  to  the 
directions  of  the  person  who  called  for  it 

There  is  a  material  difference  between  a  gazette  notice  of  the 
dissolution  of  a  partnership,  and  a  notice  of  its  nature  and  com- 
m^icement  The  former  operates  inunediately  ;  but  a  notice 
of  the  nature  or  limitation  of  a  partnership  which  may  continue 
many  years,  may,  in  a  short  time,  be  forgotten  by  the  world,  who 
only  see  persons  acting  together  as  general  partners.  These 
acts  obUterate  the  remembrance  of  the  former  notice  of  the 
nature  of  the  copartnership,  published  at  its  commencement ; 
while  the  ceasing  to  act  together,  serves  to  confirm  the  recol- 
lection, and  to  recall  the  attention  to  the  notice  of  the  dissolu- 
tion. Persons  who  commence  partnership  in  relation  to  a 
particular  business  may,  aflerwards,  extend  it  to  some  other 
objects,  or  to  some  particular  business  or  adventure,  pro  tanto ; 
and  how  is  the  world  to  know  whether  they  act  according  to 
the  terms  of  the  original  contract  or  not  ?  The  sign  affixed  to 
the  building  where  the  manufactory  was  carried  on,  was  no 
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May,  1809.     There  is  no  evidence  that  the  note  was  drawn,  in  the  manner 

LtviNOiiTOH    i^  appears  to  be,  by  the  direction  of  Bogert.     He  naturally 

^-  supposed  ^^at  it  was  done  so. by  the  desire  of  C.  C.  Hoasevek 

R008KTELT.     ft  '^ri 

I    ^coo  J  rpi^g  ^j^g  question  is,  whether  there  was  any  collusion  be 

tween  the  plaintiff  or  his  agent,  and  C.  L  Roosevehy  to  defraud 
C.  C.  Roosevelt.  Knowledge  of  the  fact,  that  the  purchase  was 
made  for  the  individual  account  of  C.  L  ii.,  and  that  he  pledged 
the  copartnership  funds  without  the  consent  of  his  copartner, 
is  essential  to  prove  the  covin  or  fraud.  This  is  the  doctrine 
to  be  collected  from  the  cases  on  this  subject.  ( fVaisofiy  202* 
8  Vesey,  jun.  540.  Ex  parte  Bonbonus.  7  JEfl*^  210.  Swan  v. 
Steele.)  Suppose  a  check  drawn  in  the  copartnership  name  on 
one  of  the  banks,  could  the  payment  of  the  check  be  contested 
on  the  ground  that  C  L  R.  had  drawn  it  on  his  own  account, 
without  authority  from  his  copartner  ?  Certainly  not ;  for 
C.  L  R.  had  authority  to  issue  negotiable  paper  in  the  copart- 
nership name.  If  a  partner  has  power  to  issue  negotiable  paper 
in  the  name  of  the  partnership,  such  power  is  unlimited ;  and 
it  is,  pro  tantOy  a  general  partnership.  The  person  who  receives 
the  partnership  pa]>er  is  not  bound  to  inquire,  for  what  account 
it  is  given.  Again,  a  partnership  is  created,  or  grows  by  repu- 
tation, and,  a  fortiori,  an  extension  of  it  may  be  created  by  repu- 
tation. Admitting  that  the  partnership  was  originally  limited, 
yet  by  the  acts  of  the  parties  it  may  become  unlimited.  Indeed, 
there  can  be  no  limited  partnership,  where  one  party  has  power 
to  sign  and  endorse  notes  with  the  name  of  the  copartnership. 
If  C  C.  Roosevelt  meant  to  avoid  responsibility  on  notes  not 
given  in  the  course  of  the  copartnership  business,  he  should  have 
guarded  against  it,  by  stipulating  that  one  partner  should  not 
endorse  notes  in  the  name  of  the  firm. 

Whether  the  partnership  be  general  or  special,  one  partner 
has  no  authority  to  bind  his  copartner  for  any  thing  not  con- 
nected with  the  copartnership  business.  But  the  only  question 
is,  whether  there  was  fraud  or  covin  ;  the  Ens^lish  decisions  go 
on  the  ground  of  fraud,  (1  East,  48.  2  Esp.  Cas.  524.)  and  the 
jury  are  the  proper  judges  how  far  fraud  is  made  out  by  Ihe 
evidence. 

[  *  259  ]  ^Harison,  in  reply.     If  fraud  invalidates  the  security  which 

has  been  taken,  and  knowledge  in  the  party  receiving  it  is  evi- 
dence of  that  fraud,  it  must  be  conclusive  evidence.  It  is  the 
duty  of  every  person  who  takes  paper  signed  or  endorsed  by  a 
copartnership  name,  to  inquire  and  know,  whether  the  party 
who  gives  it  has  authority  to  sign  the  name  of  the  firm.  U, 
from  all  the  evidence,  the  jury  ought  to  have  inferred  that  the 
plaintiff  or  his  agent  did  know  that  the  note  was  given  and 
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endorsed  for  the  individual  debt  of  C  /.  R.,  the  verdict  ought 
to  be  set  aside. 

That  the  brandy  was  purchased  to  send  to  the  West  Indiesy 
to  be  converted  into  raw  sugar  for  the  use  of  the  copartnership, 
is  an  idea  not  warranted  by  the  evidence.  The  written  evi- 
dence in  this  case  ought  to  outweigh  the  testimony  of  Bogert^ 
the  agent,  who  may  naturally  be  supposed  to  have  some  bias 
in  favor  of  his  principal  The  making  out  of  the  bill  of  parceb 
in  the  name  of  C  /.  12.  was  a  sufficient  intimation  to  the  plain- 
tiff's agent,  that  the  purchase  was  for  the  individual  partner, 
and  he  ought  to  have  inquired  of  C.  C.  R.  whether  he  consent- 
ed to  give  the  note.  The  peculiar  manner  in  which  the'  note 
was  drawn  was  of  itself  sufficient  to  put  Bogert  on  the  in- 
quiry, as  to  its  being  a  copartnership  transaction  ;  and  the  oath 
of  the  principal  at  the  custom-house,  that  the  sale  was  to  C.  /. 
A  ought  to  be  held  conclusive  evidence  of  the  fact. 

If  an  advertisement  in  a  gazette  is  sufficient  evidence  of  the 
dissolution  of  a  copartnership,  it  ought  to  be  evidence,  also,  of 
its  limited  nature.  The  transactions  at  the  bank  were  perfectly 
eonsistent  with  a  limited  partnership.  Reputation  is  prima 
facie  evidence  only  of  a  partnership,  but  it  must  be  connected 
with  acts  to  estabhsh  the  fact.  Mere  reputation  is  not  enough 
to  create  a  partnership ;  if  it  were,  it  would  be  easy  for  one 
man  to  make  another  liable,  as  a  partner,  without  his  knowledge 
or  consent 

In  the  case  ex  parte  Bonbonus,  (8  Vesey^  jun.  640.)  the  lord 
chancellor  said,  "  that  if,  under  the  circumstances,  the  party 
taking  the  paper  could  be  considered  as  advertised,  in  the 
nature  of  the  *transaction,  that  it  was  not  intended  to  be  a 
partnership  proceeding,  it  should  not  bind  them."  The  na- 
ture of  the  purchase,  in  the  present  case,  and  the  circum- 
stances attending  it,  were  certainly  sufficient  to  advertise  the 
plamtifT  or  his  agent,  that  this  was  not  a  partnership  trans- 
action. 

If  the  doctrine  contended  for,  on  the  part  of  the  plaintiff, 
should  be  established,  there  must  be  an  end  altogether  of  lim- 
ited partnerships.  In  every  partnership,  each  partner  must  be 
authorized  to  use  the  name  of  the  firm,  in  relation  to  the  co- 
partnership business.  If  the  parties  were  to  agree  that  they 
should  sign  their  names  separately,  this  would  not  be  binding 
on  third  persons ;  and  if  one  partner  should  use  the  name  of 
the  firm,  m  the  course  of  the  partnership  business,  the  partner- 
ship would  be  bound,  though  done  in  violation  of  the  agree- 
ment between  the  partners. 

Van  Ness,  J.  Whether  the  plaintiff  knew  that  the  debt  for 
which  he  received  the  pfu-tnerstup  security  was  the  private  debt 
of  Cornelius  L  Roosevelt,  is  a  question  of  fact,  and  we  are 
called  upon  to  decide  whether,  if  that  question  had  been  sub- 
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IIEW-YORR,  mitted  to  the  jury,  they  oagbt  not  to  have  fo»tid  fi>r  the  d^ 
J^J^!^^-     fendant.     The  partnership  was  special,  being  Ikmted  to  the 
LivnrosTOH    sugar  refining  business^  in  the  dty  €f  New^York,  where  all  the 
^-  parties  resid^.     At  the  time  the  partnership  was  formed,  notice 

was  given  for  two  weeks  successively,  of  the  nature  and  extent 
of  it,  in  two  daily  papers,  published  here,  botii  of  which  the 
plaintiff  took  during  that  period.  The  house  where  the  busi- 
ness was  to  be  transacted  was  designated  in  the  notice,  and 
"  Sugar-House,"  in  law  letters,  was  painted  upon  it.  The 
defendant  Cornelius  C.  Roosevelt  at  no  time  consented,  or 
was  privy  to  any  extension  of  the  connection,  beyond  the  par- 
ticular object  for  which  it  was  originally  formed.  The  article 
sold,  and  which  was  the  consideration  of  the  note  in  question, 
had  no  relation  to  the  business  of  sugar  refining,  and  it  would, 
therefore,  never  have  occurred  to  any  one,  that  Cornelius  I. 
[  *  261  ]  Roosevelt  purchased  it  on  the  partnership  *account,  unless  he 
had  expressly  declared  that  to  be  his  intention..  There  was 
nothing,  either  in  the  acts  or  declarations  of  CorveKus  I,  Roose- 
velt, from  which  the  plain tifTs  agent  couW  infer,  that  he 
bought  the  brandy  for  the  use  of  the  company.  The  contract 
was  made  with  Cornelius  I,  Roosevelt ^  without  the  knowledge 
or  consent  of  his  copartner.  He  gave  his  note  at  his  oxen  home 
(and  not  ^t  the  counting  house  of  the  company)  for  the  pay- 
ment of  it,  with  the  endorsement  of  the  firm,  as  collateral  se- 
curity ;  and  the  note,  in  this  form,  was  received  by  the  plain- 
tiff, without  objection.  The  manner  in  which  the  note  was 
drawn  is  inconsistent  with  the  idea  of  a  sale  to  the  firm.  It  is 
not  hazarding  any  thing  when  I  say  that,  where  a  sale  has  been 
made  to  partners,  it  would  be  a  perfect  novelty  among  mer- 
chants to  receive  the  note  of  one  of  them  endorsed  by  the  firm. 
There  could  be  no  possible  use  in  it.  No  additional  security 
was  derived  from  its  being  given  in  that  form.  After  the  con- 
tract for  the  sale,  but  before  the  deUvery  of  the  note,  the  plain- 
tiff himself  (and  this  is  the  only  instance  of  his  personal  agency 
in  the  whole  transaction)  made  oath  at  the  custom-house,  that 
the  sale  was  made  to  Cornelius  I.  Roosevelt ;  thus  giving  the 
highest,  most  solemn,  and  satisfactory  evidence  of  his  under- 
standing of  the  sale,  at  the  time  when  it  was  made,  and  which 
is  in  exact  coincidence  with  all  the  documentary  and  other  evi- 
dence in  the  cause,  even  with  that  of  Mr.  Bogert,  which  I  shall 
presently  notice.  Upon  this  evidence,  I  am  persuaded,  the 
jury  would  have  found,  that  the  sale  was  made  to  Cornelius  L 
Roosevelt,  in  his  individual  capacity ;  that  this  was  known  to 
the  plaintiff;  and,  consequently,  that,  originally,  he  only  was 
liable  for  the  payment  of  it.  This  court  has  often  decided,  that 
one  partner  cannot  pledge  the  partnership  security  for  what  is 
proved  to  be  the  separate  delrt  of  such  partner,  without  the 
consent  or  privity  of  the  other  partners.  (LiviTigston  v.  Hastie 
fy  Patrick,  2  Caines,  246.  Laming  v.  Gaine  fy  Ten  Eydc,  2 
228 


Digitized  by 


Google 


OF  THE  STATE  OP  NEW-YORKh 

Mm.  Hqf.  300.)     Id  the  case  of  JhAw  t.  Boont^tk^  decided  new-yobk, 
in  May  tenn,  *1808,  and  which  is  not  reported,  (a)  the  facts  ^^J^^^j!^ 
were  almost  precisely  similar  to  those  I  have  above  stated.    The  ^^^"""""^^ 

(«)  The  coort  thought  thai  case  bo  precisely  shnilar  in  principle  to  that  of 
UtimftUm  y.  UastU  v  Patrick,  that  it  was  not  deemed  important  to  report  it ; 
but  tince  it  has  been  referred  to,  it  ia  thought  proper  to  subjoin  the  following 
kccount  of  the  case  : 

Dubois  Mgamst  C.  C.  Roosxvelt  and  C.  I.  Roobktklt. 

THIS  was  an  action  of  assumpsit.  The  plaintiff  declared  on  a  promissory 
note,  dated  the  27th  Ami,  1805,  drawn  bj  the  defendant  C.  /.  Roosevelt,  paya- 
able  to  ComeUus  C.  RooseteU  ^  Co.  and  endorsed  by  C  /.  B.  with  the  name  of 
C.  C.  R.  fy  Co.  A  judgment  by  default  was  entered  against  C.  /.  Roosevelt, 
tnd  the  other  defendant  pleaded  non  assumpsit.  The  cause  was  tried  at  the 
JVew-  York  sittings,  in  June,  ld07,  and  a  verdict  was  taken  for  the  plaintiff,  by 
consent,  sobject  to  the  opinion  of  the  court,  on  a  case,  containing  the  following 
&cU: 

On  the  3d  of  February,  1803,  the  defendants  entered  into  a  copartnership  in 
the  BUflmr  refining  business,  in  the  city  of  /ieiO'  York,  where  th^  plaintiff  also 
n*iided,  and  the  following  advertisement  was  inserted  in  the  *'  Evening  Post'* 
aad  the  **  American  Citizen,"  two  newspapers  published  in  the  city.  ''  Copart- 
merskip.  Cornelius  C.  Roosevelt  and  Cornelius  I.  Roosevelt  have  entered  into 
ptrtnership,  in  the  sugar  refining  business,  under  the  firm  of  Cornelius  C. 
Roosevelt  ^  Co.  Have  ready  for  sale,  loaf  and  lump  sugar  of  a  good  equality, 
siso  molaraes,  at  their  sugar-house  in  Thames  street,  in  the  rear  of  the  City 
Hotel." 

The  copartnership  waa  dissolved  in  June,  1805,  and  public  notice  of  the  disso- 
lution given. 

In  ,^rril,  1B05,  the  plaintiff  sold  to  C.  /.  Roosevelt  a  quantity  of  beef,  the  bill 
of  which  was  made  out  in  the  name  of  C.  1.  Roosevelt,  and  his  own  note,  with- 
out any  endorser,  was  received  for  the  amount.  A  short  time  afterwards,  the 
Elaintiff  sold  to  C.  I.  Roosevelt  a  quantity  of  cloves,  for  which,  by  agreement, 
e  was  to  give  his  note,  with  a  good  endorser.  The  cloves  were  purcnased  b^ 
C.  /.  Roosevelt,  on  his  own  account,  and  the  bill  of  parcels  was  made  out  in  his 
own  name  only.  The  note  in  question  was  drawn  by  C.  /.  Roosevelt,  and 
endorsed  by  him,  in  the  name  of  the  firm,  and  given  for  the  cloves  to  the  plain- 
tift  The  note  was  protested  for  non-payment,  and  due  notice  thereof  given  to 
the  defendants. 

The  defendant  ComeUus  C.  Roosevelt  was  in  no  manner  interested  in  the 
varchase  of  the  cloves,  which  were  purchased  for  an  adventure,  in  which  he 
Bad  no  concern.  They  were  exported  in  the  name  of  C.  I.  Roosevelt,  and  in 
ord^r  to  obtain  the  usual  debenture,  the  plaintiff  made  oath  at  the  custom-house, 
that  the  sa]<?  was  to  him. 

h  appeared  that  the  business  of  the  partnership  was  principally  transacted  by 
C.  /.  Roosevelt,  and  that  be  made  notes  issued  for  the  sugar  remiing  business, 
and  signed  the  name  of  the  copartnership.  The  plaintin  sent  a  cferk  to  the 
coanting-hoose  o£  the  defendants  for  the  note,  and  the  same  was  received  from 
C.  /.  Roosevelt,  at  the  counting-house  of  the  firm,  which  was  in  the  building 
where  the  copartnership  business  was  carried  on.  On  the  outside  of  the  builo- 
tng  was  a  sign  paintea  in  large  letters :  "  Sugar-House,"  and  "  ComeUus  C, 
Roosevelt  ^  Ce.*s  OMce." 

It  was  admitted  that  there  was  no  fiaud  or  ooUaston  on  the  part  of  the  plain- 
tiff; but  that  his  intentions  were  fair,  and  his  conduct  bonafide, 

Brinkerhaff,  for  the  plaintiff,  attempted  to  distinguish  this  case  from  those  of 
Lmmgston  r,  Hastis  4^  Patrick.  (3  Caines,  346.)  and  Lansing  v.  Game  ^  TeH 
Efck,  (2  Johns,  Rep.  300.)  and  admitted,  that  unless  the  case  could  be  dis- 
tinguished firom  them,  the  plaintiff  must  fail.  In  those  cases,  the  action  was 
agamst  the  makers ;  here  it  is  against  the  endorsers,  which  precludes  any  inquiry 
into  tbs  original  transaction  on  which  the  note  was  founded.  He  observed, 
that  tlie  cases  decided  in  England  went  on  the  gvoond  of  fraud  and  coUuMion 
between  the  parties,  and  in  tne  present  all  intention  of  fhiud  was  negatived. 
He  etted  the  case  ct Swan  and  others  t.  SteeU,(7  East,  210.)  in  which  Lord  £2- 
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NEW-YCIOC/  court,  in  that  case,  were  unanimously  of  opinion,  that  the  ♦plain- 
May,  1809.     ^  could  not  recover,  without  overruling  the  principles  laid 

LiTiHosTOH    down  in  Livingston  v.  Hastie  fy  Patrick  and  Lansing  v.  Gaine 
V.  fy  Ten  Eyck.     The  only  difference  between  these  ♦two  cases 

r  *  Qfid'l '    ^^^  ^®  present,  is  that  which  may  be  supposed  to  arise  out  of 

L  J       the  evidence,  that  the  defendants  were  considered  to  be  general 

partners  at  two  of  the  banks,  and  by  several  merchants  in  this 
city,  who  were  witnesses  on  the  trial,  and  the  testimony  of 
John  G.  Bogerty  the  plaintiff's  agent  As  to  the  first,  if  mere 
reputation  is  sufficient  to  enable  one  of  several  special  partners, 
to  charge  another  in  a  case  circumstanced  as  this  is,  then  there 
is  an  end,  as  to  third  persons,  of  all  limited  partnerships.  In 
point  of  fact,  here  was  not  a  general  partnership.  Of  this,  no- 
tice was  given  in  a  manner  best  calculated  to  apprize  the  com- 
munity of  it.  What  other  precautionary  measure  could  the 
defendant  have  taken  ?  After  this  notice,  not  a  single  act  at 
any  time  ap|>ears  to  have  been  done  by  Comelins  C,  nooseveU, 
from  which  a  well  founded  reputation  of  a  general  partnership 
could  have  originated.  Besides,  this  reputation,  at  most,  is  but 
presumptive  evidence  of  a  general  partnership,  and  the  force  of 
this  is  completely  destroyed  by,  direct  and  positive  proof  that 
the  partnership  was  limited  to  a  particular  object.  Next,  as  to 
the  testimony  of  Bogerty  which  was  much  relied  upon. 

On  a  critical  examination  of  his  evidence,  it  will,  I  think,  be 
found  to  operate  against  the  plaintiff.  He  says,  in  the  first  in- 
stance, that  he  understood  the  sale  of  the  brandy  to  be  ^^  to  and 
for  the  partnership ;"  but  he  adds  immediately  afterwards, "  that 
nothing  was  said  on  whose  account  the  purchase  was  made ;" 
but  "  mat  the  partnership  security  was  to  be  given  for  it"  He 
goes  on  to  state,  ^'  that  the  sale  was  not  completed  until  he  had 

Unborougk  held,  that  where  a  person  hona  fide,  and  without  any  fraud,  reoeiref 
a  note  endorsed  by  one  of  several  partners,  in  the  name  of  the  firm,  it  should 
bind  all  the  partners. 

«  Qrjffin  and  HaHaofiy  contra,  relied  on  the  case  of  Uvmgston  ▼.  Hiutuif 

PtUriSty  and  that  of  Lansing  ▼.  Croine  ^  Ten  Eyck,  as  precisely  in  point.  Ther 
contended,  that  the  case  of  Swan  and  others  v.  Steele  was  in  favor  of  the  deiena- 
ant,  as  Lord  EUenbarough  reco^zed  the  principle,  that  where  a  permin  takef 
the  copartnership  firm,  as  security  for  the  mdividual  debt  of  one  partner,  know- 
ing that  it  was  without  the  consent  of  the  other,  it  is  firaudulent  and  void. 
Knowledge  of  the  fact  a£  its  being  out  of  the  copartnership  business,  or  not,  made 
all  the  difference.  They  cited  1  SaUt,  126.  Cowper,  814.  G  Feseyj  jun.  604. 1 
Caines,  164.  JVatson  on  Partnership,  2d  ed.  180. 

Hoffman,  in  reply,  was  stopped  by  the  court,  who  seemed  to  think,  that  there 
was  no  diffisrence  between  this  case  and  that  of  Umngston  v.  Hastie  If  Patrick' 
Hoffman  said  he  should  decline  arguing  the  cause ;  for  unless  the  court  thought 
the  distinctions  taken  by  Brinkerhoff  mete  well  founded,  the  plaintiff  could  not 
prevaiL 

Per  Curiam.  We  are  of  opinion  that  this  cause  is  clearly  within  the  pn>>^ 
pie  decided  in  that  of  Livingston  v.  Hastie  9f  Patrick,  and  that  the  plaintiff  mart 
De  nonsuited. 

Judgment  of  nonsoii. 
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satisfied  himself  iy  inquiries,  that  the  defendants  were  partners." 
Now  the  &LCt  stated  by  Bogeri,  that  the  partnership  engagement 
was  to  be  given,  is  the  only  one  from  which  it  can  be  inferred, 
(for  he  no  where  says  so  in  express  terms)  that  he  even  sup- 
posed the  sale  was  made  to  the  company ;  and  when  we  see 
kaw  that  was  in  SblcX  given  and  received,  without  objection,  and 
take  into  view  the  other  facts  in  the  case,  the  fair  conclusion  is, 
that'  he  considered  the  contract  as  made  *with  Cornelius  L 
Roasevelij  individually,  and  that  all  he  was  solicitous  about, 
was  to  obtain  the  partnership  security  for  the  payment  of  it. 
If  Bogert  really  conceived  this  to  be  a  sale  to  the  firm,  is  it 
not  very  singular  that  he  never  came  to  an  explanation  to  that 
effect  with  Cornelius  L  Roosevelt  1  Yet  it  does  not  appear, 
that  during  the  whole  negotiation,  a  syllable  was  uttered  as  to 
whom,  or  on  whose  account  it  was  made ;  and  this  is  the  more 
surprising,  when  it  appears  that  he  made  inquiries  to  satisfy  the 
doubts  and  suspicions  which  he  entertained  of  the  existence  of 
a  partnership  at  all.  Why,  when  making  these  inquiries,  did 
he  not  apply  to  Cornelius  C.  Roosevelt,  whose  security  he  wished 
to  obtain,  and  who  was  the  only  one  able  to  give  him  correct 
information  ?  I  confess  that  I  am  not  satisfied  with  this  testi- 
mony ;  and,  after  a  careful  review  of  all  the  circumstances,  I 
cannot  perceive  how  the  jury  could  avoid  saying  that  the  plain- 
tiff made  the  sale  to  Cornelius  L  Roosevelt,  in  his  private  capa- 
city ;  and  that  the  debt,  for  which  the  endorsement  of  the  firm 
was  taken,  was  his  private  debt,  contracted  without  the  con- 
currence of  Cornelius  C  Roosevelt,  expressed  or  implied :  and 
if  they  had  so  found,  it  is  conceded,  that  the  partnership 
security,  as  against  Cornelius  C.  Roosevelt,  in  judgment  of  law, 
is  finudulent  and  void. 

But  there  is  another  equally  &tal  objection  against  the  plain- 
tiff^s  right  to  recover. 

The  distinction  between  general  and  special  partnerships  is 
probably  coeval  with  their  existence.  A  general  rule  applica- 
ble to  both  is,  that  in  transactions  relating  to  the  joint  concern, 
one  of  several  partners  may  bind  the  rest  He  may  sign  notes, 
endorse  or  accept  bills  for  the  common  benefit,  &c.,  without 
applying  to  the  re»t  in  every  particular  case.  But  this  author- 
ity of  a  single  partner  has  its  limitation.  Formerly,  as  appears 
bv  the  case  of  Parkney  v.  Hall,  (1  Salk,  126.  and  S.  C.  1  Ld. 
Raym.  175.)  it  was  probably  less  extensive  than  at  this  day. 
One  partner  of  the  concern  has  no  authority  to  pledge  the  part- 
nership goods  for  his  own  debt,  nor  can  he  bind  the  firm  to 
any  *engagements  known  at  the  time  to  be  unconnected  with, 
and  foreign  to,  the  partnership.  This  has  not  only  been  so  set- 
tled by  this  court,  but  now  is,  and  always  has  been,  the  estab- 
lished law  in  England.  Not  an  adjudged  case,  nor,  I  believe, 
a  single  dictum,  can  be  found  the  other  way.  This  will  appear 
from  most  of  the  cases  which  I  shall  presently  have  occasion  to 
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NEW-TORKi  mention  for  another  purpose.  In  special  partnershipB,  howeTer^ 
May,  1809.  ^lyg  power  of  the  individuals  composing  them,  is  restricted  to 
'"^"^  still  narrower  limits,  and  can  only  be  legally  exercised  witbiB 
the  compass  of  that  particular  business  to  which  the  partnership 
relates.  It  is  as  circumscribed  as  the  partnership  itself.  It  is, 
therefore,  analogous  to  that  which  is  conferred  on  an  agent  ap- 
.  pointed  for  a  special  'purpose,  who,  if  he  exceed  his  authority, 
cannot  bind  his  principal.  ( jFenn  and  another  v.  Harrison  'and 
others.  3  Term  Rep.  767.)  This  fuialogy  is  complete,  in  all 
cases,  where  third  persons  have  dealings  with  a  special  part- 
ner, with  notice  that  he  is  such.  And,  accordingly,  it  has  been 
repeatedly  ruled  that,  whenever  such  a  partner  pledges  the 
partnership  funds,  or  credit,  in  a  transaction  which  is  known  to 
be  unconnected  with,  and  not  fairly  and  reasonably  within,  the 
compass  of  the  partnership,  it  is,  as  to  the  other  partners,  fraud- 
ulent and  void.  They,  however,  to  entitle  themselves  to  the 
protection  of  this  rule  of  law,  must  not  do,  or  consent  to,  or  suf- 
fer any  thing  to  be  done,  which  may  hold  tliem  out  to  the  world 
as  general  partners ;  and  it  would  always  be  prudent  and  proper 
(though  I  will  not  say  it  is  indispensably  necessary)  to  give 
public  notice  to  the  community,  that  the  partnership  is  special, 
and  of  the  particular  species  of  traffic  or  business  to  which  it  is 
confined.  (Cowper,  814.  Wtllet  v.  Chambers,  1  Esp.  N.  P.  Rep, 
29.  De  Berkom  v.  Smith  and  another,  2  Esp,  N.  P,  Rep,  524. 
Arden  v.  Sharp  and  another,  1  East^  48.  Shirreff  and  another 
v.  fVilJcs,)  In  the  case,  ex  parte  Bonbonusy  (8  Ves,  540.) 
Lord  Eldon  expresses  himself  thus :  "  I  agree  it  is  settled,  that 
if  a  man  gives  b,  partnership  engagement  in  the  partnership  name, 
with  regard  to  a  transaction,  not  in  its  nature  a  partnership 

I  •  267  ]  transaction^  he  *who  seeks  the  benefit  of  that  engagement  must 
be  able  to  say,  that  though  in  its  nature  not  a  particular  trans- 
action, yet  there  was  some  authority  beyond  the  mere  drcum" 
stance  of  partnership,  to  enter  into  that  contract  so  as  to  bind  the 
partnership ;  and  then  it  depends  upon  the  degree  of  evidence.** 
Nothing  has  been  done,  in  the  present  case,  to  impair  the  chin 
to  the  benefit  of  this  rule.  The  business,  as  far  as  it  relates  to 
Cornelius  C,  Roosevelt,  has  been  carried  on,  for  aught  that  it 
appears  to  the  contrary,  conformably  to  the  t^rms  upon  which 
the  partnership  was  formed.  He  has  done  no  act  to  counte- 
nance a  belief,  that  these  terms  were  different  from  those  spe- 
cified in  the  notice.  He  was  a  stranger  to  the  purchase  of  the 
brandy ;  he  had  no  agency  nor  interest  in  the  shipment  of  it 
afterwards ;  it  was  manifestly  an  article  unconnected  with  the 
objects  of  the  partnership  ;  nor  was  there  any  thing  in  the  na- 
ture of  the  transaction,  or  the  manner  of  conducting  it,  to  jus- 
tify a  belief  of  the  contrary.  It  has,  indeed,  been  urged,  that  it 
might  have  been  purchased  for  the  purpose  of  exportation  to 
the  West  Indies,  and  of  brinmng  back  from  thence  a  cargo  of 
raw  sugar,  to  be  refined  in  New- York,  on  the  partnership  ao- 
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count  But  tke  suggestton  is  not  suppcNted  by  tfie  evidenee. 
The  whc^  tensaction  wears  a  diffeient  aspect  Suppose  this 
bad  turned  out  to  be  a  lucrative  speculation.  Certainly  Cor^ 
ncKut  C.  Rooievek  would  have  had  no  claim  to  a  participation 
in  the  profits.  Therefore,  there  is  no  justice  in  imposing  upon 
him  the  whole  of  the  loss.  Had  it  been  submitted  to  tbe  jury 
to  decide  whether  the  purchase  of  this  brandy  was  connected 
with  the  business  of  the  partnership,  I  think  they  would  have 
decided  in  the  negative. 

There  is  no  collision  between  what  I  have  said  and  the  cases 
exparte  Bonbonusy  (8  Ves.  540.)  and  Stban  v.  Steele,  (7  jEW, 
210.)  As  I  understand  these  cases,  they  were  decided  upon 
the  v^  principles  which  I  have  attempted  to  estabUsh.  To 
borrow  money,  and  to  negotiate  bills  and  notes,  are  as  incident- 
al to,  and  as  usual  and  necessary  in,  ^  special,  as  a  "^general 
partnership.  Business  of  this  sort  falls  equally  within  the  scope 
d*  the  one  as  the  other  ;  and,  in  the  absence  of  all  fraud,  the 
authority  of  the  individual  partners  to  bind  the  company  is  the 
same  in  both.  This  is  one  of  the  risks  common  to  all  kinds  of 
partnerships ;  and  it  would  be  repugnant  to  commercial  policy 
and  convenience,  to  make  any  distinction,  in  this  respect,  be^- 
tween  them.  The  reason  why  this  would  be  the  tendency  of 
such  a  distinction  is  obvious.  In  all  money  concerns,  and 
negotiations  in  commercial  paper,  there  is  nothing  upon  the 
dee  of  them  fore^  firom  a  limited  partnership ;  nothing  to 
awaken  suspicion  or  excite  inquiry  ;  and  if  one  partner,  in  the 
course  of  business,  abuse  the  special  trust  in  him,  innocent 
third  persons  might  suffer. 

My  opinion  is,  that  there  ou^t  to  be  a  new  trial,  with  costs 
to  atnde  the  event  of  the  suit 


REW-TOIOL 
May,  1809. 


[*268] 


Thompson,  J.,  and  Yates,  J.,  were  of  the  same  opinion. 

Stonckb,  J.  It  cannot,  I  think,  be  pretended,  that  in  point 
of  ftct,  the  plaintiff  knew,  when  the  brandy  was  sold,  that  it  was 
on  the  private  account  of  Cornelius  L  Roosevelt.  Mr.  Bogert 
is  explicit  in  his  testimony,  that  the  sale  was  on  the  credit  of 
the  partnership ;  that  he  knew  of  no  Umitation  of  the  partner- 
ship, but,  after  inquiry,  believed  it  to  be  general. 

The  circumstances  which  are  supposed  sufficient  to  render 
the  pkintiff  chargeable  with  notice  of  the  limitation  of  the  part- 
nership, appear  to  me  to  be  susceptible  of  easy  explanation. 
From  the  evidence  in  relation  to  thef  publication  in  the  gazette, 
considering  the  lapse  of  time  &om  the  insertion  of  the  notice, 
and  the  feet  that  the  plaintiff  was  not  engaged  in  conmierce,  with 
tfie  further  &ct,  that  merchants  who  took  both  the  papers  were 
iporant  that  the  partnership  was  special,  and  had  not  attended 
to  the  notice,  my  mind  is  decisively  impressed,  that  the  plain- 
tiff cannot  be  supposed  ever  to  have  retained  it  in  his  recoDeo- 
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PfFW-YORK,  tion.  The  *^ill  of  parcels  and  form  of  the  note,  which  were 
J^^jjf^^  the  acts  of  Cross,  ought,  on  no  principle,  to  excile  suspicioD, 
for  Cross  was  not  the  agent  of  the  plaintiff,  and,  as  he  has  tes- 
tified, proceeded  without  any  instructions  from  the  plaintiff,  or 
Mr.  Bogert,  in  making  out  the  bill  and  in  taking  the  note.  The 
affidavit  at  the  customhouse  was  made  after  the  sale  by  Bogtrt; 
it  is,  therefore,  impossible  that  he  should  have  given  informa- 
tion to  the  plaintiff,  that  the  sale  was  to  Comelim  L  Rooseveb, 
contrary  to  the  fact  to  which  he  testifies,  that  the  sale  was  to  the 
firm,  and  on  its  credit.  The  affidavit  was  substantially  true, 
and  ought  to  be  construed  in  reference  to  the  object  to  be 
affected  by  it. 

As  it  regarded  the  United  States,  it  was  perfectly  immaterial 
whether  the  affidavit  stated  a  sale  to  one  or  all  the  vendees ; 
the  object  was  to  identify  the  goods,  and  obtain  a  debenture. 
I  cannot  but  consider,  for  the  reasons  which  I  have  given,  that 
it  would  be  contrary  to  the  facts  in  the  case,  to  suppose  the 
plaintiff  knew  that  there  was  a  special  limited  partnership  when 
the  brandy  was  sold,  and,  with  this  knowledge,  is  making  an 
attempt  to  charge  one  of  the  firm  for  articles  sold  to  the  other; 
it  would  be  neither  more  nor  less  than  presuming  a  fraud,  with- 
out a  fact  to  support  it. 
'  The  case  ought  to  be  tested  by  other  principles ;  and  if  on 

those  principles  the  defendant  Cornelius  C.  Roosevelt  is  not 
responsible,  then  the  plaintiff  must  submit  to  his  loss. 

I  recognize  the  authority  of  the  cases  of  Livingston  v.  Hastie 
if  Patrick,  and  Lansing  v.  Gaine  fy  Ten  Eyck,  and  fully  assent 
to  the  law,  that  where  a  person  takes  a  partnerships  security 
from  one  of  a  firm,  knowing  it  to  be  for  his  private  concerns, 
and  disconnected  with  the  objects  of  the  partnership,  the  other 
partner  is  not  chargeable,  and  he  is  not  responsible,,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  collusion  and  fraud.  I  hold  it  to  be  equally  well 
settled,  that  if  a  person,  in  the  course  of  trade,  bona  fide  takes 
a  bill,  uninformed  that  it  was  given  without  the  knowledge  of 
the  other  partner,  and  not  in  relation  to  the  partnership  con- 
cerns, whether  the  partnership  be  a  limited  one  or  general,  the 
[  *  270  ]  whole  firm  will  be  *bound.  The  cases  of  Swan  and  others  v. 
Steele  and  others,  (7  East,  210.)  and  ex  parte  Bonbonus,  (8 
Ves.  540.)  though  not  authoritative  here,  justify  the  position  I 
have  made.  These  cases  decide,  that  a  bona  fide  holder  of  a 
bill,  for  a  sufficient  consideration,  and  without  notice  that  it 
was  given  by  one  partner  for  an  individual  debt  not  relating  to 
the  partnership,  might  recover  against  all  the  partners,  though 
the  bill  was  in  fact  given  by  one  of  them  for  a  debt  not  relating 
to  the  partnership.  But  whatever  might  have  been  the  objects 
of  the  defendants'  partnership,  in  its  inception,  it  appears  fb 
me,  that  the  evidence  in  the  case  shows,  conclusively,  that  by 
their  own  acts,  the  reputation  that  it  had  become  general  was 
well  warranted. 
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The  defendants,  from  the  commencement  of  the  partnership, 
kept  accounts  at  two  of  the  banks  in  the  city,  and  had  there 
been  considered  as  general  partners  ;  the  entry  of  the  partner- 
ship firm  was  in  the  hand-writing  of  C.  /.  Roosevelt^  in  the  name 
of  the  firm  ;  credit  was  given  to  the  partnership  on  the  respon- 
sibility of  C.  C.  Rooievelty  and  nothing  was  known,  at  either  of 
the  banks,  of  a  Umitation  of  the  partnership  business,  until  after 
its  dissolution.  In  addition  to  this,  the  presidents  and  cashiers 
of  the  two  banks,  several  merchants  of  extensive  business,  and 
brokers,  testified,  that  they  knew  of  the  partnership,  but  never 
heard  of  any  limitation,  until  after  the  dissolution.  It  cannot  be 
denied,  that  a  special  partnership  may  become  general,  firom 
the  acts  of  the  parties  in  the  conducting  of  their  business,  as  well 
as  firom  their  specific  arrangements.  It  is  impossible  to  believe 
that  C.  C.  Roosevelt  did  not  know  of  the  mode  adopted  in  car- 
rying on  business  with  the  banks,  and  that  he  was  there  regard- 
ed as  a  general  partner ;  and  if  he  did,  then  it  seems  to  me  to 
follow,  that  he  aided  and  assented  to  his  being  considered  a  gen- 
eral partner.  It  is  probable  that  the  reputation  of  a  general 
partnership  proved  so  fiilly,  and  not  attempted  to  be  contradict- 
ed, had  its  oriffin  in  the  mode  the  defendants  adopted  in  car- 
rying on  their  business  at  the  banks ;  and  certainly  the  author- 
ity devolved  on  C.  /.  Roosevelt  to  negotiate  *paper  at  the  banks, 
warranted  the  reputation,  and  renders  both  the  defendants  lia- 
ble. The  case  seems  to  consider  the  plaintiff*  as  the  principal, 
and  Bogert  as  the  agent,  in  the  sale  of  the  brandy,  but  I  cannot 
see  on  what  fiicts  this  is  founded.  The  legal  property  of  the 
brandy  was  in  Bogert y  and  the  plaintifi*was  merely  a  creditor 
benefiicially  interested  in  the  proceeds,  without  any  authority 
to  control  or  direct  the  disposition  of  the  property.  But  it  is 
not  necessary  to  scrutinize  or  enlarge  on  this  part  of  the  case, 
as  it  will  not 'Change  my  opinion,  be  the  fact  either  way. 

One  of  two  innocent  men  must  suflfer ;  I  caimot  hesitate  in 
saying  that  the  person  who  has  been  so  incautious  in  adopting 
a  partner,  deficient  in  prudence  or  funds,  who  has  given  to  that 
pvtner  the  nuuiagement  of  the  concerns,  who  has  stood  by,  and 
permitted  him  to  raise  money  unlimitedly  on  his  credit,  by 
pledging  the  name  of  the  firm,  and  who  has  thus  given  his  aid 
to  the  reputation  which  certainly  existed,  and  on  which  the 
credit  in  this  case  was  given,  must  be  responsible. 

Kent,  Ch.  J.  The  plaintifi*  cannot  succeed  in  this  case,  if 
the  facts  warrant  the  conclusion,  that  he  took  a  partnership  se- 
curity for  a  debt  which  he  a(ttually  knew,  at  the  time,  was  the 
private  debt  of  the  particular  partner.  Nor  can  he  succeed,  if 
this  actual  knowledge  be  not  made  out,  provided  the  subject 
matter  of  the  contract,  and  the  nature  and  circumstances  of  the 
copartnership  were  sufficient  to  charge  him  with  constructive 
or  legal  notice  of  the  fact.    Believing  these  propositions  to  be 
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HBW-YORK,  correet,  I  shalT  examine  the  ease  t^  tee'  if,  aecntJing  %cy  them, 
JJj^jJfJ^  the  plaintiff  can  be  pennitted  to  retain  the  verdict. 

1.  The  law  is  well  settled,  that  if  a  penen  take»  a  portaef* 
ship  security  from  one  of  the  partners,  for  what  is  known,  at  the 
time,  to  be  the  particular  debt  of  the  partner  who  gives  sich 
security,  the  copcurtnership  is  not  holden.  The  cases  in  thii 
court  of  Livingston  v.  Hastie  if  Patrick^  and  of  Lannng  t. 

[•272]  Gaine  fy  Ttm  Eyck,  (2  Cames,  246.  2  *John$.  Rep.  300.] 
were  decided  upon  this  ground ;  and  the  cases  in  the  Ettgli$k 
courts  of  Arden  y.  Sharpe  if  Gilsotiy  Shirruff  v.  fVilks,  and 
the  case  ex  parte  Bonbonus  in  chancery ^  (2  E$p.  Rep.  524. 
1  Easty  48.  8  Vesey,  jun.  540.)  all  recognize  the  same  princi- 
ple. The  knowledge  in  the  creditor,  that  the  {partnership 
name  is  given  for  the  individual  debt  of  one  partner,  renden 
the  transaction  fraudulent  and  void  in  respect  to  the  copart^ 
nership.  In  the  present  case,  the  jury  were  told,  thet  by  law 
the  plaintiff  was  entitled  to  recover.  According  to  my  vi«w 
^  of  the  case,  it  ought  to  have  been  observed  to  the  jury,  that 

the  weight  of  evidence  was  in  support  of  the  allegation,  that 
the  plaintiff  understood,  at  the  time,  that  he  was  contractiBg 
a  debt  with  Cornelius  I.  Roosevelt,  in  his  individual  capacity, 
and  that,  therefore,  the  plaintiff  was  not  entitled  to  recover. 
Let  us  cast  an  eye  over  the  material  facts. 

The  note  in  question  was  given  for  20  pipes  of  brandy,  sold 
to  C  J.  Roosevelt,  and  there  is  no  evidence  in  the  case,  that 
Cornelius  C.  Roosevelt  fy  Co.  ever  dealt  in  the  article  of  brandy, 
or  carried  on  any  business  in  the  grocery  line,  or  were  con- 
cerned .generally  in  trade.  There  was  no  evidence  that  the 
firm  ever  held  themselves  out  to  the  world,  as  being  engaged  in 
any  other  concern  than  the  sugar  refining  business,  nor  that 
they  ever  did  in  fact  step  beyond  that  limited  concern.  The 
plaintiff  was  then  unauthorized  to  conclude,  that  this  purchase 
was  upon  a  partnership  account.  Prima  facie,  it  certainly  was 
not,  and  it  lay  with  him  to  show  what  color  he  had  for  a  con- 
trary inference,  and  if  he  has  shown  none  that  is  reasonable, 
he  is  not  well  founded  in  his  attempt  to  charge  this  debt  upon 
the  firm. 

The  intrinsic  circumstances  of  the  transaction  are  sufficient 
to  show,  that  the  plaintiff  knowingly  dealt  with  C.  /.  Rooscvek, 
in  his  private  capacity,  and  there  can  be  no  doubt  but  that,  as 
a  matter  of  fact,  the  purchase  of  the  brandies  was  on  the  sepa- 
rate account  of  C.  /.  R.,  and  that  the  partnership  was  not  inter- 
ested in  the  purchase.     The  brandy  was  not  only  porchaaed 

[*273]       by  C.  /.  Roosevelt,  but  shipped  by  him  *for  the  West  hdies, 
on  board  a  vessel  owned  by  him  individually,  and<with  other 
/  goods  purchased  and  shipped  by  him  on  his  private  account. 

He  drew  this  note,  in  his  own  name,  for  the  pvrchase  money,  in 
favor  of  the  company,  and  then  endorsed  the  name  of  the  firm, 
and  delivered  the  note,  so  endorsed,  to  the  plaintiff.  What  caa 
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be  plainer  tbaa  the  language  of  this  fiust,  that  the  note  was  mbw-tork, 
drawn,  and  received  for  a  private  debt,  and  that  the  firm  was  ^  ^^j^', 
only  given  as  a  security  ?  Was  it  ever  known  before,  that  one 
partner  contracting  a  debt,  in  behalf  of  the  copartnership,  took 
this  circuitous  m^e  to  give  the  note  of  his  house  ?  There 
could  be  no  possible  use  in  it,  and  merchants  are  not  accustomed 
to  take  such  indirect  methods  in  doing  business,  without  a 
motive.  If  it  was  understood  to  be  the  proper  debt  of  the  / 
company,  why  was  the  individual  partner  bound  directly  and 
absolutely  for  the  money,  and  the  company  only  contingently, 
in  the  character  of  endorsers  ?  Why  did  the  plaintiff,  when 
he  sold  to  a  company,  take  upon  himself  the  burthen  of  making 
the  first  demand,  at  the  precise  time  of  payment,  upon  the 
individual  partner,  and  of  then  using  due  diligence  in  giving 
notice  so  as  to  fix  the  endorsers  ?  And,  lastly,  why  did  the 
partner  himself  assume  the  responsibility  of  being  first  singly 
answerable  for  the  debt,  and  of  being  obliged  to  pay  it,  or  to 
lose  his  credit  before  the  company  were  resorted  to  ?  These 
questions  cannot  be  answered,  as  it  strikes  me,  but'upon  the 
supposition,  that  the  seller,  as  well  as  the  purchaser,  under- 
stood that  the  sale  was  on  a  private,  and  not  on  a  partnership 
account.  The  agent  of  the  plaintiff  sufficiently  explains,  why 
the  note  was  taken  in  this  shape,  when  he  says  that  '^  the 
partnership  engagement  was  to  be  given  for  the  brandies." 

There  are  other  facts  which  go  to  prove  that  the  brandies 
were  understood  to  be  sold  to  G,  L  Roosevelt,  and  not  to  the 
company.  The  note  was  called  for  and  given  at  the  dwelling- 
house  of  C.  /.  Roosevelt,  not  at  the  counting-house  of  the  firm ; 
the  bill  of  parcels  was  made  out  in  the  name  of  C.  /.  Roosevelt 
only  ;  the  brandy  was  entered  at  the  custom-house  in  hid  name, 
and  the  plaintiff  *made  oath  there,  that  the  sale  was  to  CI.  [  *  274  ] 
Roosevelt.  This  last  fact  ought  to  have  great  weight  in  forming 
our  conclusions  upon  the  transaction.  The  affidavit  was  made 
before  the  note  was  given,  and  when  the  intention  of  the  partis 
must  have  been  well  understood  and  recollected.  It  was  a  sol- 
emn act,  in  which  we  must  suppose,  that  the  fact  of  the  sale, 
and  to  whom,  was  stated  with  caution  and  precision.  It  was 
made  by  a  person  who  was  perfectly  competent  to  scrutinize 
and  •  feel  the  force  and  import  of  expression,  and  who  must 
bare  distingtiished  quickly  and  accurately  between  a  sale  to  an 
indiTidual,.  and  a  sale  to  a  mercantile  company.  The  affidavit 
is  conclusive,  that  the  plaintiff  did  not  then  understand  there 
was  any  other  purchaser  than  the  single  individual,  and  he 
must  have  obtained  his  knowledge  of  the  sale,  either  from  his 
own  view  of  the  act,  or  from  the  information  of  his  agent,  ft 
appears  then  to  me  to  be  a  consequence  not  to  be  resisted,  that 
the  note  was  drawn  in  the  shape  which  we  see  it,  in  order 
to  obtain  the  security  of  the  firm  to  a  debt,  which  both  the 
contracting  parties  knew  to  be  the  proper  debt  of  the  single 
partner. 
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liEW-TOlui,  'The  written  testimony,  from  which  this  Conclusion  is  drswii, 
y^^^l^^S^  weighs  much  more  in  the  scale  of  evidence,  than  the  parol  tes- 
LiTiHQSTov  timony  (even  if  opposed  to  it)  of  the  agents  of  the  plaintiff, 
RooikVslt  S^^^^  ^^^  years  and  a  half  after  the  transaction  took  place. 
John  Cross  says,  that  the  bill  of  parcels  was  made  out  as  C.  I 
Roosevelt  directed,  and  that  he  received  no  directions  from  the 
plaintiff,  "  nor  does  he  recollect"  receiving  any  from  John  G. 
Bogert,  his  agent,  to  make  out  the  bill ;  £at  Bogert  directed 
him  to  call  for  the  note,  '^  but  gave  him  no  directions  relative  to 
the  form  of  it ;"  and  when  it  was  delivered,  neither  Bogert  nor 
the  plaintiff  made  any  objection  to  the  form  of  it.  This  nega- 
tive testimony  then  proves  nothing.  Bogert  was  the  principal 
agent  of  the  plaintiff  in  the  transaction,  and  he  says  that  he 
understood  the  purchase  was  on  a  partnership  account,  although 
he  declares  that  ^^  nothing  was  said  relative  to  whose  account  the 
purchase  was  m^de"  It  was  then  a  latent  inference  which  he 
[*275]  had  no  authority  to  draw  ;  and  it  is  a  little  remarkable,  *that 
if  it  was  understood  from  the  beginning  to  be  a  partnership 
purchase,  that  the  agent  should  say,  ^^  that  the  sale  was  not  conh 
pleted  until  he  had  satisfied  himself  by  inquiries  that  the  defenir 
ants  were  partners^  and  that  the  partnership  engagement  was  to 
be  given  for  the  brandies.''^  The  construction  which  I  give  to 
this  parol  testimony  goes  in  confirmation  of  the  written  {nroof ; 
and  even  if  any  part  of  it  should  be  deemed  repugnant,  it  can- 
not be  compared  to  the  former,  either  in  judgment  of  law,  or 
in  its  power  to  produce  conviction.  ^ 

There  is  one  circumstance  in  the  case  not  well  explained.  It 
states,  that  the  sale  of  the  brandies  was  made  by  Bogert^  as 
agent  of  the  plaintiff.  This  fact  appears  to  be  conceded 
throughout  the  case,  and  Bogert  himself  testifies,  that  he  acted 
as  the  plaintiiTs  agent ;  and  yet  it  is  further  stated,  that  the 
brandies  were  in  the  hands  of  Bogert^  as  administrator  of  one 
Anthony  Carroll,  deceased,  by  whom  the  brandies  were  im- 
pbrted,  and  that  they  were  sold  in  part  satisfaction  of  a  debt 
due  from  that  estate  to  the  plaintiff.  It  is  possible,  that  Car- 
roll and  the  plaintiff  had  been  concerned  together  as  partners 
in  importing  the  brandies,  or  that  Carroll  acted  nominally  as 
owner,  and  really  as  agent  of  the  plaintiff,  on  whose  cafutal 
the  business  was  conducted,  for  the  affidavit  of  the  plaintiff 
at  the  custom-house  (and  which  was  made  to  obtain  the  usual 
debenture)  must  have  been  in  the  character  of  purchaser  firom 
Carroll.  But  without  being  able  to  solve  this  fact,  it  is  suffi- 
cient to  observe,  that  upon  this  case,  the  court  must  consider 
the  plaintiff  as  the  real  vendor  of  the  brandies,  whatever  may 
have  been  the  form  which  the  title  had  previously  assumed. 
He  was  considered  by  all  parties,  both  at  the  trial,  and  upon 
the  argument,  as  the  vendor,  and  he  took  the  note,  ^principal, 
for  a  debt  due  to  him  from  Roosevelt.  The  question  of  notice, 
therefore,  appUes  to  him  as  an  original  party  to  tlie  sale,  anJ 
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thoo^  he  may  have  chiefly  eiTected  the  sale  and  took  the  new-torjl^ 
note  by  means  of  Bogert,  his  agent,  yet  in  all  such  cases  no-     ^^^^  ^®^* 
tice  to  the  agent  is  notice  to  the  principal. 

*I  am,  therefore,  of  opinion,  upon  the  first  point,  that  the 
Terdict  is  against  evidence.  The  inevitable  inference  firom  the 
testimony  appears  to  me  to  be,  that  the  plaintiff  or  his  agent 
actually  knew  that  the  purchase  was  not  a  partnership  concern, 
and  that  they  required  a  partnership  endorsement,  by  way  of 
security.  Instead  of  a  pointed  direction  in  favor  of  the  plain- 
tiff, the  justness  of  this  inference  ought  to  have  been  submitted 
to  the  jury. 

2.  But  if  the  plaintiff  did  not  in  fact  know  that  the  purchase 
was  made  by  C.  /.  Roosevelt  upon  his  own  account,  and  acted 
under  the  mistaken  impression,  that  it  was  a  partnership  pur- 
chase, still  the  firm  were  not  bound  by  the  endorsement,  be- 
cause the  &cts  disclosed  amountied  to  constructive  notice,  or 
notice  in  law.  The  partnership  between  the  defendants  was 
confined  to  the  sugar  refining  business.  It  had  nothing  to  do 
with  the  purchase  or  sale  of  brandies.  The  partners  had  given 
timely  and  due  notice  in  the  public  gazettes,  of  th^ir  limited 
engagement,  and  had  designated  the  place  where  their  business 
was  to  be  carried  oni  Every  precaution  was  taken,  which  the 
nature  of  the  case  admitted,  to  guard  the  public  against  misap- 
prehension. If  persons  were,  afterwards,  under  a  mistake  as 
to  the  confined  nature  of  the  partnership,  it  must  have  been 
owing  to  some  dealings  of  the  copartnership,  inconsistent  with 
its  declared  object,  or  to  gross  negligence  in  those  persons,  in 
dot  seeking  information  at  the  proper  sources.  The  under- 
standing of  particular  merchants,  that  the  defendants  were  gen- 
eral partners,  was  of  no  avail,  without  showing  that  the  house 
had  done  some  act  to  mislead,  or  given  some  reasonable  cause 
for  that  impression.  But  there  is  no  evidence  before  us,  ac- 
cording to  my  view  of  the  case,  that  the  partnership  ever  mis- 
led the  public,  by  a  single  act,  or  transacted  any  business 
which  had  not  an  immediate  connection  with  its  limited  con- 
cern. 

The  habit  of  keeping  partnership  accounts  with  the  banks, 
I  do  not  consider  as  forming  an  exception  to  this  conduct 
That  habit  was  perfectly  consistent  with  their  *particular  and 
avowed  business,  and  it  was,  besides,  a  private  matter,  not  in 
the  way  of  deaUng,  and  which  the  public  were  not  to  know. 
The  checks  and  other  proper  negotiations  with  the  banks  were 
generally,  if  not  entirely,  drawn  and  conducted  by  C  /.  Roose- 
veliyond  it  does  not  appear  that  his  partner  ever  knew  of  or  rec- 
tified a  single  transaction  with  the  banks.  What  those  trans- 
actions were,  ought  to  have  been  explained,  and  not  left,  as 
they  are  now,  by  the  case,  in  total  uncertainty.  Each  partner 
had  a  power  to  draw  checks,  in  the  partnership  name,  for  the 
partnership  moneys  in  the  bank,  because  it  is  incident  to  every 
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NEW-YORK,  partnership,  that  each  partner  riiould  have  a  povrer  to  poteesB 
JJjJ[;J^^  and  dispoiie  of  the  partnership  moneys  and  stock.  Each  part- 
ner, in  limited,  as  well  as  in  general,  partnerships,  can  dnur 
checks  and  give  notes ;  but  it  does  not  follow  from  thence,  that 
paper  g^ven  by  a  partner,  on  his  private  account,  would  bind 
the  firm,  because  here  the  authority  of  the  partner  fails ;  there 
must,  then,  be  something  in  the  nature  of  the  debt,  or  in  the 
nature  or  conduct  of  the  copartnership,  to  make  the  other 
partner  responsible.  There  are  cases  which  go  the  length  of 
this  genersd  proposition,  that  one  partner  cannot  pledge  the 
partnership  funds,  nor  make  a  vaUd  partnership  engagemeBt 
for  his  individual  debt.  {Pinkney  v.  Ilall^  1  Salk,  1'^.  and  1 
Ld.  Raym.  175.  The  cases  of  Gregson  v.  Hutton,  and  Marsh 
V.  Vansemmery  cited  in  1  East,  49.  The  opinion  of  Le  BhnCy 
J.,  in  1  East,  55.  and  of  Lord  Eldon,  in  6  Ves.  jun.  604.) 
Whether  this  doctrine  can  be  supported,  in  cases  where  the 
person  dealing  with  the  partnership  is  not  chargeable  with 
knowledge  of  the  fact,  I  am  not  prepared  to  say.  I  beUeve 
the  English  law  is  now  understood  to  be  otherwise,  and,  per- 
haps, there  is  no  distinction  in  principle,  upcm  this  point,  be- 
tween qjecial  and  general  partnerships,  and  that  the  question, 
in  all  cases,  is  a  question  of  notice,  express  or  constructive. 
All  partnerships  are  more  or  less  limited.  There  is  no  one 
that  embraces,  at  the  same  time,  evpry  branch  of  business ; 
and  when  a  person  deals  with  one  of  the  partners,  in  a  matto* 
not  within  the  scope  of  the  partnership,  the  intendment  of 

[  *  ins  J  law  will  *be,  that  he  deals  with  him  on  his  private  account, 
notwithstanding  the  partner  may  give  the  partnership  name, 
unless  there  be  some  circumstances  in  the  case  to  destroy  that 
presumption.  "  If,"  says  Lord  Eldon,  (8  Vesey,  544.)  "under  the 
circumstances,  the  person  taking  the  paper  can  be  considered 
as  being  advertised,  that  it  was  not  intended  to  be  a  partner- 

y  ship  proceeding,  the  partnership  is  not  bound.     Public  no- 

tice of  the  object  of  a  copartnership,  the  declared  and  habitual 
business  carried  on,  the  store,  the  counting-house,  the  sign,  <&c. 
are  the  usual  and  regular  indicia,  by  which  the  nature  and  ex- 
tent of  a  partnership  are  to  be  ascertained.  When  the  business 
of  a  partnership  is  thus  defined,  and  publicly  declared,  and  the 
company  do  not  depart  from  that  particular  business,  nor  ap- 
pear to  the  world  in  any  other  light  than  the  one  thus  exhibited, 
one  of  the  partners  cannot  make  a  valid  partnership  ^tgage^ 
ment,  on  any  other  than  a  partnership  account.  There  must  be 
some  authority,  beyond  the  mere  circumstance  of  partnership, 
to  make  such  a  contract  binding.  Were  it  otherwise,  it  would 
be  idle,  and  worse  than  idle,  to  talk  of  limited  partnerships,  in 
any  matter  or  concern  whatever,  and  the  law  would  be  recog- 
nizing an  association,  only  to  render  it  a  most  dangerous  illu- 
sion to  those  whom  it  embraced.  Lord  Kenyan  must  have 
understood  the  capacity  of  one  partner  to  bind  the  rest  with 
this  restriction,  when  he  observed,  in  the  case  of  De  Berkatn  v. 
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Smtk  and  L€m$y  (1  ikp.  jRep.  99.)  that  persons  might  be  new-toioc, 
(NffiBero  in  a  particular  conoem,  and  if  they  did  not  appear  to  ^*^'  ^^^* 
the  world  as  partneis,  it  should  not  be  sufficient  to  make  them 
liable  in  cases  not  connected  with  the  particular  business.  The 
kw  will  [N-esume,  in  all  such  cases,  that  ihe  creditor  is  advertised, 
that  he  is  not  dealing  on  a  partnership  account ;  and  for  him 
to  take  a  partnership  engagement,  without  the  consent  of  the 
firm,  is,  in  judgment  of  law,  a  fraud  upon  the  firm.  Suppose, 
in  the  ease  of  a  general  conunercial  partnership,  a  debt  was  to 
be  contracted  by  one  partner  upon  the  purchase  of  new  lands  ; 
or  suppose,  in  the  case  of  a  partnerslup  between  two  attor- 
neys,* in  law  business,  i^  partnership  note  was  to  be  given  by 
one  of  them  upon  the  purchase  of  groceries  or  furniture  for 
his  fiunily,  it  could  not  be  supposed  by  any  one  that  the  com- 
pany would  be  holden.  These  would  be  plain  cases  of  a  fraud 
practised  upon  the  firm,  of  which  the  creditor  would  be  charge-, 
able  with  notice.  When  the  public  have  the  usual  means  of 
knowledge  given  them,  and  no  means  have  been  suffered  by 
the  partnership  to  mislead  them,  every  man  is  to  be  presumed 
to  know  the  extent  of  the  partnership  with  whose  members  he 
deals.  , 

There  are,  however,  qualifications  as  to  the  extent  of  this 
doctrine,  and  some  instances  occur  to  me  which  explain  and 
define  its  application,  and  which  it  may  not  be  amiss  to 
mention. 

If  negotiable  paper  of  a  firm  be  ^ven  by  one  partner,  on 
his  private  account,  and  that  paper  should  pass  into  the  hands 
of  an  innocent  and  bona  fide  holder,  as  in  the  case  of  paper 
negotiatCKl  or  discounted  at  the  banks;  or  if  one  partner 
should  purchase,  on  his  private  account,  an  article  in  which 
the  firm  dealt,  or  which  had  an  immediate  and  direct  con- 
nection with  the  business  of  the  firm ;  in  these  cases,  I 
should  think  that  a  different  rule  ought  to  be  adopted,  and 
one  requiring  the  actual  knowledge  of  its  being  a  private 
and  not  a  partnership  dealing,  to  be  brought  home  to 
the  claimant.  The  circumstances  of  these  cases  would 
take  away  the  intendment  of  knowledge  in  the  creditor. 
The  endorsee,  for  instance,  of  such  a  note  takes  it  upon 
the  credit  of  the  partnership,  and  he  has  no  means  of 
knowing,  from  the  paper  itself,  on  what  account  it  was  creat- 
ed, and  he  has  a  right  to  presume  it  was  a  fair  partnership 
engagement.  This  is  the  English  rule  (2  Esp.  Rep.  524.  731.) 
in  those  particular  cases.  But  the  present  case  cannot  be 
taken  out  of  the  operation  of  the  general  rule.  The  plaintiff 
had  no  just  ground  to  infer,  that,  when  he  was  selling  brandy 
to  C.  i.  Rooseveh^  he  was  deaUng  with  the  sugar  refining 
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lUBW-YORK,  company.     Conflidering  the  circumstances  under  which  the 
^^JJjjJf^^  partnership  was  announced  and  conducted,  he  was  *charge- 
LivmcMTOH    able  with   notice  that  he  was  not  dealing  on  a  partnership 
^-  account. 

I  am,  accordingly,  of  opinion,  that  the  verdict  is  againit 
law  and  evidence,  and  that  it  ought  to  be  set  aside,  and  a  new 
trial  awarded,  with  costs  to  abide  the  event. 

New  trial  granted. 
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NEW-YORK, 

May,  1809. 

Bailey  and  Bogert  against  Freeman.  bogxrt 

Frsxmah. 

THIS  was  an  action  of  assumpsit.  The  declaration  was  as  in  an  acUoa 
follows :  "  For  that  whereas  before,  and  at  the  time  of  making  brought  agaiujt 
of  the  promise  and  undertaking  and  the  agreements  herein  uty^f thep^ 
after  mentioned,  the  said  plaintiffs  were  joint  dealers  and  part-  fonnan^e  by  B, 
ners  in  trade,  under  the  firm  of  Bailey  fy  Bogert,  to  wit,  at  Snth'?!^°I^ 
the  city  of  New-Yorky  and  in  the  county  of  Jyew-York;  and  beWthaithcdec- 
whereas  also,  at  and  before  the  several  times  herein  after  men-  to  s^  a^Sn- 
tioned,  one  Noel  Blanche,  being  indebted  to  the  plaintiffs  in  a  J^J^j^J^j^^J^ 
large  sum  of  money,  to  wit,  the  sum  of  381  dollars  and  25  of  ^  *^ 

cents,  on  a  promissory  note,  bearing  date  the  28th  day  of  Sep-  ®®^®'*^^*^ 
Umber,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  1807,  payable  sixty  days  after  on  different  con- 
the  date  thereof,  whereupon,  being  arrested  thereon  at  the  jJJJJJ^^  J^ 
suit  of  the  said  plaintiffs,  and  an  execution  issued  against  his  count,  and  the 

5 cods  and  chattels,  lands  and  tenements,  on  the  11th  day  of  gJUJ^J^^**  °^^ 
\dy,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  1808,  at  the  city  and  in  the  aUtbecaiuM^ 
county  of  New-York,  made  a  certain  memorandum  in  writing,  ^enSiie^htrnto 
bearing  date  the  day  and  year  last  aforesaid,  subscribed  by  recover ;  but  it 
him  the  said  Noel,  and  thereby  agreed  to  deliver  to  the  said  pro^TaSy  oSe 
plaintiffs,  by  the  name  and  description  of  Messrs.  Bailey  ^  of  the  causes  of 
Bogert,  within  six  months  from  the  date  thereof,  fresh  and  J^iJ^jJioverpSS 
good  chocolate,  equal  in  quality  to  CaldweWs,  of  Albany,  at  a  ttmto,   (a) 
discount  of  5  per  cent,  from  the  wholesale  prices,  at  *which       [*$^1  ] 
CaldwelPs  chocolate,  of  the  same  quahty,  may  be  selling  for  at 
the  time  of  delivery,  and  to  the  amount  of  392  dollars  and  71 
cents,  with  interest,  from  the  6th  day  of  May  then  last  past ; 
and  further,  that,  all  the  costs,  expenses,  fees,  and  poundage, 
on  the  execution  issued  by  the  said  plaintiffs,  by  the  names 
and  description  of  Messrs.  Bailey  fy  Bogert,  against  him  the 
said  Noel  Blanche,  being  paid  by  him,  the  attorney  of  the  said  • 

plaintiffs  should  direct  the  said  execution  to  be  returned  nulla 
bona;  and  whereas  also,  afterwards,  to  wit,  on  the  said  11th 
day  of  July,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  1808,  at  the  city  and  in 
the  county  of  New- lork  aforesaid,  the  aforesaid  defendant,  by 
a  written  memorandum  or  note  in  writing,  at  the  bottom 
of  the  above-described  memorandum  in  writing,  so  made 
by  the  said  Noel,  and  bearing  date  the  day  and  year  last  afore- 
said, and  subscribed  by  him,  the  said  defendant,  according  to  the 
form  of  the  statute  in  such  case  made  and  provided,  undertook 
and  promised,  and  then  and  there  guarantied  the  performance  of 
the  agreement  contained  in  the  said  memorandum  or  writing  so 
made,  and  subscribed  by  the  said  Noel,  and  every  part  thereof, 
on  the  part  of  him  the  said  Noel,  to  be  performed  at  the  times, 
and  to  the  amount  therein  mentioned,  provided  the  said  Noel 


{a)  NeUm  v.  Swam,  IS  Jokm.  lUp.  48S. 

243 


Digitized  by 


Google 


281 


GASES  IN  THE  SUPREME  GOURI*^ 


Bailkt  and 
Bog CRT 

V. 

Frekman. 


L*282] 


NEW-YORR,  should,  when  the  same  ought  to  be  performed,  be  then  in  life, 
May,  1809.  j^yj  jjq|  Otherwise ;  and  the  said  plaintiffs  aver,  that  they,  con- 
fiding in  the  said  promise  and  undertaking  of  the  said  defend- 
ant, so  by  him  made  in  manner  and  form  aforesaid,  did,  after 
the  making  of  the  said  two  several  memorandums  in  writing, 
to  wit,  on  or  about  the  20th  day  of  July,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord,  1808,  at  the  city  and  in  the  county  of  New- York  afore- 
said, direct  the  said  execution,  referred  to  in  the  said  memo- 
randum in  writing,  so  subscribed  by  the  said  Noel,  to  be 
returned  nulla  bona,  whereof  the  said  defendant  afterwards,  to 
wit,  on  the  day  and  year  last  aforesaid,  at  the  city  and  in  the 
county  aforesaid,  had  notice  ;  and  the  said  plaintiffs  ftirther 
aver,  that  the  said  Noel  did  not,  within  six  months  from  the 
date  of  the  said  memorandum  in  writing  so  subscribed  %y 
him,  deliver  to  the  said  plaintiffs  fresh  and  good  chocolate, 
equal  in  quality  to  CaldwelPs,  of  Albany,  at  a  discount  of  5 
per  cent,  from  the  wholesale  prices  at  which  CaldtvelTt  choco- 
late, of  the  same  qudity,  was  selling,  to  the  amount  of  392 
dollars  and  71  cents,  with  interest,  from  the  5th  day  of  Ma^ 
next  preceding  the  date  of  the  said  memorandum  in  writing, 
so  subscribed  by  the  said  Noel,  in  manner  and  form  as  the 
said  Noel  thereby  agreed  and  undertook  to  do,  whereof  the 
said  defendant,  afterwards,  to  wit,  on  the  15th  day  of  Jant«iry, 
in  the  year  1809,  at  the  city  and  in  the  county  aforesaid,  had 
notice ;  and  the  said  plaintifis  further  aver,  that  the  said  Noel, 
at  the  time  when  the  said  agreement  made  by  him  in  the  mem- 
orandum in  writing  so  subscribed  by  him  as  aforesaid,  ought 
to  be  performed,  to  wit,  on  the  12th  day  of  January,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord,  1809,  was  in  life,  to  wit,  at  the  city  and  in 
the  county  aforesaid,  and  whereof  the  said  defendant  after- 
wards, to  wit,  on  the  day  and  year  last  aforesaid,  then  and 
there  had  notice,  and  was  required  by  the  plaintiffs  to  guaranty 
the  performance  of  the  said  agreement  so  made  by  the  said  Noel, 
according  to  the  tenor  and  effect  of  the  said  promise  and 
undertaking  of  the  said  defendant  in  that  behalf  made  as  afore- 
said, yet  the  said  defendant,  not  regarding  his  promise  and 
undertaking  aforesaid,  but  contriving,  and  fraudulently  intend- 
•  ing,  craftily  and  subtilely,  to  deceive  and  defraud  the  said  plain- 
titts  in  this  behalf,  hath  not  in  any  manner  guarantied  the  per- 
formance of  the  said  agreement  so  made  by  the  said  Noel,  but 
the  said  defendant  hath  hitherto  refused  and  neglected,  and 
still  refuses,  contrary  to  tne  tenor  and  effect  of  the  said  prom- 
ise and  undertaking,  so  contained  in  the  said  memorandum  in 
writing,  subscribed  by  the  said  defendant  as  aforesaid,  and  in 
breach  and  violation  thereof,  to  wit,  at  the  city  and  in  the 
county  aforesaid :  And  whereas  the  said  defendant  aftetwards, 
to  wit,  on  the  day  and  year  last  aforesaid,  at  the  city  and  in 
the  county  of  New-York  aforesaid,  was  indebted  to  the  said 
plaintiffs  in  581  doUani  and  25  cents,  lawful  money  of  the 
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Omied  States  of  America,  for  money  by  *tbe  said  plaintifik,  be-  NEW- YORK, 
fore  that  time,  paid,  laid  out,  and  expended  for  the  said  defend-  ^^^^[^^2^ 
ant,  at  his  special  instance  and  request,  and  for  other  money    bajlky  and 
by  the  said  defendant,  before  that  time  had  and  received,  to      Bog«rt 
the  use  of  the  said  plaintiffs,  and  for  other  money  by  the  said     FrkI'man 
plaintiffs,  before  that  time,  then  lent  and  advanced  to  the  said 
defendant  at  his  like  request,  and  being  so  indebted,  he,  the 
said  defendant,  in  consideration  thereof,  afterwards,  to  wit,  on 
the  same  day  and  year  afi^resaid,  at  the  city  and  in  the  county 
of  JVeti7-ybr/r  aforesaid,  undertook,  and  then  and  there  faith- 
fully promised  the  said  plaintiffs  to  pay  them  the  said  several 
sums  of  money,  when  he  should  be  thereto  afterwards  request- 
ed ;  yet  the  said  defendant,  (although  often  requested,  &c.") 
There  was  a  separate  and  general  demurrer  to  each  count, 
and  a  joinder  in  demurrer. 

Talboty  in  support  of  the  demurrer  to  the  first  count,  con- 
tended, 

1.  That  there  was  no  averment  of  the  non-performance  of 
the  agreement  by  Blanche. 

2.  It  was  not  stated  that  the  defendant  had,  in  any  manner, 
become  liable  to  pay  any  money  to  the  plaintiffs. 

3.  Thete  was  no  breach  of  the  agreement  stated  ;  and 

4.  That  there  was  no  consideration  set  forth  for  the  guaranty 
or  agreement  of  the  defendant  The  last  objection  he  consid- 
ered as  fatal,  and  cited  Sears  v.  BrinJc,  (3  Johns.  Rep.  210.) 
and  Wain  v.  Walters,  (5  East,  10.^ 

As  to  the  second  count,  he  said,  that  it  joined  different  causes 
of  action  in  the  same  count,  which  coula  not  be  done. 

Bddwiny  contra. 

Per  Curiam.  The  fourth  objection  to  the  first  count  is 
&tal.  It  is  e^tential  in  every  action  on  a  promise,  to  state  a 
consideration.  The  defendant  is,  therefore,  entitled  to  a 
judgment,  but  the  plaintiffs  may  amend  on  payment  of  [♦5284] 
costs.  In  regard  to  the  second  count,  though  some  doubts 
seem  to  be  entertained  by  some  of  the  bar  as  to  its  propriety, 
on  the  supposition  that  the  plaintiff  might  be  required  to  give 
proof  of  all  the  causes  of  action  stated  in  the  count,  we  think 
It  sufficient,  and  that  he  would  be  entitled  to  recover,  should 
he  prove  only  one  of  the  contracts.  There  are  several  prece- 
dents in  the  English  books  of  similar  counts,  (a)  The  plain- 
er) 8«e  2  Sound.  122.  a.  In  a  recent  work  on  pleading!,  by  Chitty,  (p.  337.) 
H  it  laid  down,  on  the  anthority  of  the  caae  in  Sawiders,  and  aereral  others,  that 
*^venl  distinct  debta  or  contracta  may  be  included  in  one  count  of  this  deaerip- 
ti^,  and  the  plaintiff  will  succeed,  pro  tarda ,  though  he  only  prove  one  of  such 
eootracta ;  for  if  the  defendant  be  indebted  for  any  one  cauie,  it  is  a  aafficient 
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NEW- YORK,  tiflFs  are,  therefore,  entitled  to  judgment  on  the  second  count 
^J^jjf^  but  the  defendant  has  leave  to  withdraw  the  demurrer  and 
Thompioh     plead,  on  payment  of  costs. 

V-  Judgment  accordingly. 

consideration  for  the  promise  (which  the  law  raises^  of  the  defendant  to  pajtbe 
money.  Sergeant  WtUiams  recommends  the  practice  of  including  the  commoii 
connts  in  one  count,  as  was  done  in  this  case,  in  order  to  aroid  a  useless  pro- 
lixity in  the  pleadings,  and  unnecessary  expense.  2  Sound.  122.  a.  n.  2.  Cro. 
Joe.  245.  Ytiv.  175.  1  Browtd.  Ent.  71.  2  Black,  Rep.  910.  Bwnb.  262.  is»^« 
Mod.  Plead.  207.  234.  271. 


[  ♦  285  ]  *Thompson  against  Ketcham. 

Where  a  note  THIS  was  an  action  of  assumpsit  The  declaration  con- 
was  made  in  taincd  a  count  on  a  promissory  note  in  the  foUowinff  words: 
biT^*'  ^w-  "  I  promise  to  Capt.  Samuel  TTiompson^  80  dollars,  lor  value 
hiA^'ih  "!?* '■^^*^^^-  Montego  Bay,  April  21,1801.  Thomas  Ketcham :" 
contract  was  to  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^0  money  counts.  Plea,  non  assumpsit,  with  notice, 
he  rovemed  by  pursuant  to  the  Statute,  that  infancy  woiild  oe  given  in  evi- 
yorJTfa)  *^  dence  under  the  general  issue.  The  cause  was  tried  at  the 
Wheie  DO  fZ^tcr  circuit,  in  September,  1808,  before  Mr.  Justice  Van  Ness. 
^o^  in  alnoiB  It  was  proved,  at  the  trial,  that  the  defendant  was  under  21 
at  which  the  years  of  age  when  he  executed  the  note.  The  defendant  ac- 
p^dd^^tT^tfesw,  knowledffed  to  one  of  the  witnesses  of  the  plaintiff,  that  the 
J^  W^y»"  plaintiflF  lent  him  the  80  dollars  at  Montego  Bay,  in  the  island 
sibieto'show at  of  Jamaica,  to  pay  his  bills  on  shore,  and  that  he  did  not  know 
^*«MpJ»w  H  what  he  should  have  done  without  the  monev.  The  money 
th«^"*w)ney  which  the  defendant  borrowed  of  the  plaintiff  was,  by  agree- 
sboold  bs  pail  mcnt,  to  be  paid  in  New-  York,  on  their  arrival ;  and  it  appeared 
'  '  that  both  the  plaintiff  and  defendant  arrived  in  JNeuh-iorJc  at 

the  same  time. 

It  appeared,  that  the  defendant  was  the  agent  of  the  owner 

of  a  vessel  on  a  voyage  from  JVeti;-  York  to  Jamaica,  and  that 

most  of  the  money  he  borrowed  of  the  plaintiff  was  laid  out  io 

purchasing  necessary  articles  for  the  ship. 

The  judge  charged  the  jury,  that  as  the  money  was  not  lent 
to  purchase  necessaries  for  the  infant,  the  contract,  if  made 
here,  could  not  be  enforced,  and  that  the  defendant  would  be 
entitled  to  a  verdict ;  but  as  the  contract  was  made  in  Jamaica^ 


(a)  Andrew*  v.  Herrioi,  4  Cow.   Rep.  SOB,  and  the  reporter's  note  to 
Famdng  v.  Coneequa,  17  Johm.  Rep.  611. 

Googk 


(b)  Andenom  v.  Draki,  14  Jofme,  Rep.  116. 
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X  most  be  goveraed  by  the  laws  of  that  island ;  and  as  there 
was  no  proof  that  the  laws  of  Jamaica  protect  infan^  against 
such  contracts^  the  plaintiiT  was  entitled  to  recover.    The  jury, 
accordingly,  found  a  verdict  for  the  plaintiff. 
A  motion  was  made  to  set  aside  the  verdict,  and  for  a  new  trial. 

^Hawkinsy  for  the  defendant.  Though  the  note  was  made 
at  Jamaica,  it  was  payable  in  New- York;  and  though  no  time 
or  place  for  the  payment  is  mentioned  in  the  note,  yet  it  was 
competent  for  the  plaintiff  to  show,  by  parol  proof,  where  it 
was  to  be  paid.  (King  v.  Lainden,  8  Term  Rep.  379.  PeaWs 
L.  of  En,  123.  3d  cd.)  The  evidence  offered  was  positive 
that  the  note  was  to  be  paid  here,  and  not  in  Jamaica.  Then, 
9B  the  note  was  payable  here,  it  must  be  governed  by  the  laws 
of  this  state.  (Trustees  of  Randall  v.  Rensellaer,  1  Johns  Rep. 
94.  Robinson  v.  Bland,  2  Burr.  1077.  Champant  v.  Ranelagh, 
Free   in  Ch.  128.  207.    Connor  v.  Bellamont,  2  Atkins,  382.) 

Again,  the  defence  of  infancy  goes  to  the  mode  of  enforcing 
the  contract  A  statute  of  limitations,  in  a  foreign  country, 
where  the  contract  is  made,  has  been  held  to  be  no  bar  in  a 
rait  brought  on  the  contract  here.  (N<ish  v.  Tupper,  1  Caines, 
402.  Ruggles  V.  Keehr,  3  Johns.  Rep.  263.) 

It  was  incumbent  on  the  plaintiff  to  show,  that  infancy  was 
not  a  good  defence  by  the  law  of  Jamaica.  Where  a  party 
intends  to  avail  hinvself  of  the  laws  of  a  foreign  countiy,  he 
must  prove  them  as  fects.  (1  P.  Wms.  431.)  That  the  common 
hw  of  England  prevails  m  Jamaica,  might  be  proved  as  a 
histcffical  fc^t 

Sudam,  contra.  In  the  case  of  Robinson  v.  Bland,  the  note 
was  made  payable  in  England,  and  so  could  not  be  enforced 
in  prance.  The  reporter  (1  fV.  Black.  234.)  observes,  that 
foreign  laws  are  to  be  regarded  in  England  as  varying  from 
the  general  common  law,  and  not  when  they  contradict  a  stat- 
ute. The  lex  loci  contractus  always  prevails,  unless  there  is  a 
reference,  in  the  contract  itself,  to  the  laws  of  another  country. 
(5t  Fonbl.  439.)  In  Nash  v.  Tupper,  the  court  recognizes  the 
oistinction  between  a  bar  at  common  law,  and  a  statute  bar. 
The  latter  goes  only  to  the  mode  of  recovery,  and  not  to  the 
essence  of  the  contract.  Infancy  is  a  disability,  and  goes  to 
the  essence  of  the  contract  itself,  and  not  to  the  form  or  mode 
of  enforcing  it 

Another  question  is  how,  and  by  whom,  the  laws  of  Jamaica 
are  to  be  proved.  It  seems  to  be  now  well  settled  in  this 
court,  as  well  as  in  England,  that  the  common  law  of  a  foreign 
country  may  be  proved  by  parol,  but  not  the  statute  law.  (Kenny 
T.  Clarkson,  1  Johns.  Rep.  385.  Smith  v.  Elder,  3  Johns.  Rep. 
105.  Peake's  Eo.  72.  75.  and  note.  3d  ed.  2  Cranch's  Rq9. 
187.)  Courts  in  England  do  not  judidally  take  notice  of  the 
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NEW-TORK,  laws  of  Other  ooantries,  but  they  mfttt  be  proved  *iike  other 
^^jy;^^  facts.  Iji  the  case  of  MaU  v.  B4^erts,  (3  E$p.  Ckms,  168. 
Comyn  on  CW.  161.  2  Easty  260.)  where  in&ncy  was  pleaded 
to  an  action  on  a  contract  made  in  Scotland^  Lord  Kenyon  toid, 
that  the  fH>ntract  was  to  be  goTemed  by  the  law  of  Scotland, 
but  that  the  defendant  was  bound  to  prove  what  the  law  of 
Scotland  was  in  that  respect ;  that  he  would  not  take  it  to  be 
a  fact,  that  infancy  was  a  defiance  in  Scotland^  unless  it  wai 
made  out  by  evidence. 

The  personal  rights,  secured  by  mc^na  charta^  may  be  claimed 
by  Englishmen  in  the  colonies ;  but  the  municipal  laws  of 
England  do  not  extend  to  Jamaica,  nor  is  it  governed  by  the 
statutes  of  England,  unless  specially  named.  (4  Mod.  222. 
7  G).  1.  Oahin'e  Case.  2  P.  Wms.  75.  1  Black.  Com.  107, 
108.)   This  is  not,  then,  to  be  proved  as  a  historical  £HCt. 

If,  instead  of  the  general  issue  and  notice  under  the  statute, 
the  defendant  had  pleaded  infancy,  the  plaintiff  would  have 
replied,  that  the  contract  was  made  in  Jamaica,  and  in  reference 
to  the  laws  of  that  island.  The  defendant  would  have  rejoined 
a  defence  under  the  laws  of  that  island,  or  that  the  contract 
was  not  made  in  reference  to  the  laws  olf  Jamaica.  It  wouM, 
therefore,  be  incumbent  on  the  defendant  to  prove  the  laws  of 
Jamaica. 

Rugglesj  in  reply,  observed,  that  the  tin^e  when  the  note  was 
payable,  was  an  mference  of  law,  and  that  this  might  be 
rebutted  by  parol  testimony,  and  if  parol  testimony  was  admis- 
sible, then  it  was  clear  that  the  money  was  to  be  paid  m 
JVctr-  York. 

Infancy  does  not  go  to  the  essence  of  the  contract  Where 
a  contract  is  voidable,  it  must  be  avoided  by  the  act  of  the 
party.  The  contract  continues  lawful,  and  can  only  be  invali- 
dated by  the  party  himself.  In  like  manner,  the  statute  of 
limitations  must  be  pleaded,  otherwise  the  plaintiff  will*  recover 
on  the  contract  The  <|efendant  must  be  considered  as  having 
pleaded  infancy,  and  the  replication  must  have  been,  that  the 
defendant  was  not  an  infant,  or  that  he  had  promised  to  pay 
since  he  had  come  of  age.  By  the  declaration,  the  promise  is 
hud  in  New- York. 

[*288]  *THoifP80N,  J.,  delivered   the  opinion  of  the  court    The 

note  or  instrument  given  by  the  defendant,  and  upon  which  this 
suit  is  brought,  is  as  follows :  ^'  I  promise  to  captain  Samuel 
TVtompson  80  dollars,  for  value  received.  Montego  Bay,  April 
21,  1807."  The  defendant  kiterposed  a  plea  of  infeacy,  and 
upon  the  trial  proved,  that  when  the  note  was  executed,  he  was 
under  21  years  of  age.  The  Judge  at  the  trial  ruled,  that  to 
make  this  plea  available,  the  demdant  must  also  prove,  that  by 
the  laws  of  Jamaica^  where  the  note  was  given,  inftncy  woirid 
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have  been  a  bar  to  the  action.  From  the  testimony  in  the  case,  new-york, 
it  I4>pear8,  that  the  note  was  to  be  paid  in  Ntio^Yorky  on  the  .J^jl^^ 
arrival  of  the  parties  here.  No  objection  was  made  to  such 
evidence,  and  it  might,  on  the  present  motion,  be  assumed  as  a 
fiict  admitted,  without  inquiring  into  the  legality  of  such  proof. 
But  I  see  no  objection  to  such  testimony.  Nothing  appears 
upon  the  face  of  the  note,  showing  it  to  be  payable  at  any  par- 
ticular place.  The  evidence  was  not  contradictory  to  the  writ- 
ten contract.(a)  The  loose  and  informal  manner  in  which  the 
note  is  drawn,  shows  the  written  contract  in  some  measure  im- 
perfect, and  all  the  circumstances  in  the  case  corroborate  the 
plaintiff's  confession,  and  afford  conclusive  evidence,  that  the 
m€>ney,  for  which  the  note  was  given,  was  lent  with  a  view  to 
its  being  repaid  on  the  arrival  of  the  parties  in  Ntw-York.  If 
this,  then,  is  to  be  taken  as  the  contract  between  the  parties, 
the  case  stands  precisely  on  the  same  footing  as  if  the  note  had 
been  made  in  tins  state.  For  it  is  a  well  settled  rule,  that  where 
a  contract  is  made  in  reference  to  another  country,  in  which  it 
is  to  be  executed,  it  must  be  governed  by  the  laws  of  the  place 
where  it  is  to  have  its  effect  (2  Burr,  1078.  1  Johns,  Rep 
94.)(6)  In  this  view  of  the  case,  it  b  immaterial  what  were  the 

(a)  This  etie  was  robtequently  {SepUrnktr^  1810)  tHed  before  Bfr.  Jnetiee 
YoUm,  and  a  Terdict  taken  for  the  plaintiff,  by  consent,  subject  to  the  opinion 
of  tlie  coort  upon  certain  facts  stated  in  the  report  in  8  Johnson's  ReportSf  146. 
(2A  ed.^  Upon  the  argument,  two  points  were  raised  for  the  opinion  of  the 
emirt,  vy  the  plaintiff's  counsel. 

1.  Tlut  the  defendant  was  bound  to  show  that,  by  the  Unos  nf  Jamaica^ 
inlkncy  would  be  a  defence  there,  to  an  action  on  tlus  note. 

2.  lliat  the  jtarol  evidence,  which  was  objected  to  by  the  plaintiff,  at  the 
(last)  trial,  was  inadmissible. 

The  court  agreed  with  the  counsel  for  theplaintiff.  Ch.  'J.  Kent,  who  deliv' 
eied  the  opinion  of  th^  court,  obserFed,  **  When  the  operation  of  a  contract  is 
dearly  settled  by  general  principles  of  law,  it  is  to  be  taken  to  be  the  true 
sense  of  the  contracting  parties ;  and  it  is  against  established  rule  to  vary  the 
operation  of  a  writing  by  parol  proof.  There  is  no  ambiguity  in  this  case 
which  requires  ezplamition.  The  note,  upon  the  face  of  it,  was  payable  imme- 
diately, and  the  parol  ytooi  went  to  alter,  in  a  very  material  degree,  iXm  opera- 
tioo  and  effect,  oy  making  it  not  payable  until  some  distant  and  undefined 
period,  when  the  parties  should  arrive  at  JVino- KorAc."  In  relation  to  the 
mfimof  of  the  defendant,  he  observed,  **  The  testimony  being  rejected,  the  next 
question  is,  which  party  was  bound  to  know  the  law  of  JoTiuuea.  The  court 
cannot  know,  ez  qffUiOf  what  are  the  rights  and  disabilities  of  infants,  or  when 
infiuicy  ceases,  bjf  the  provincial  law  o£  Jamaica.  These  (pestions  depend 
modi  upon  municipal  regulations,  and  what  the  foreign  law  is.  The  defend- 
ant was  bound  to  inake  out  a  valid  defence,  and  it,  therefore,  lay  with  him  to 
show  that  his  plea  was  good  by  the  law  of  Jamaica,** 

(b)  Contracts  void  by  the  law  of  the  land  where  they  are  made,  are  void  every 
where  else.  Hougkttmy.Page,2Ji.Hampsk.Rqf.42.  DesebaUv.BerqmerflBiwn, 
Rtp.  336.  The  personal  competency  or  incompetency  of  in&nts  to  contract, 
depends  on  the  law  of  the  domicil.  Ex  parte  Lewis,  1  Ves.  Rep,  297.  MaU  v. 
tMeris,  3  Esp.  Rep,  163.  Thompson  v.  Ketcham,  8  Johns.  Rn.  146.  (2d  ed.) 
The  incompetency  of  a  married  woman  to  contract,  depends  abo  upon  the  law 
of  the  place  of  the  marriage  {Dougherty  v.  SnudsTf  Ex.  15  Serg,  ^  RawU, 
84.)  ;  and  nuptial  contracts  stano  upon  the  same  footing.  Deeouche  v.  Sanretier, 
3  Jokns.  Cfts.  Rep.  190.  The  discharge  also  of  a  contract  is  governed  by  the 
lexlod;  and  consequently  insolvency,  or  bankruptcy,  or  any  other  matter 
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NEW-TORK,  laws  o{  Jamaica  on  the  subject;  we  must  be  goyemed  bj  onr 
May,  1809.    .^^j^  jj^^g^  according  to  which,  the  defendant's  proof  was  suffi- 
cient to  bar  a  recovery  against  him. 

*We  are,  accordingly,  of  opinion,  that  the  verdict  most  be  set 
r  •  oQQ  1  aside,  and  a  new  trial  awarded,  with  leave  to  abide  the  event 
I     ^^J      of  the  suit: 

New  trial  granted. 

which  ditehtrget  a  contract  where  it  was  made,  and  the  parties  were  domiciled, 
discharges  it  every  where.  Blanekard  v.  Russellf  Bradford  v.  Fsrrsa^  lo 
Mass.  Rep.  1.  Id.  Green,  v.  SarmieiUOj  1  Peter* s  C.  C.  Rep.  74.  LeRinff. 
Crowmnshield,  2  Mass.  Rep.  151.  See  IngrakanCs  Insolvent  Law  t(f  PtnasyU 
vania,  179  et  seq.  (2d  ed.)  Remedies,  however,  upon  contracts  are  reg^nlated 
by  the  laws  of  the  place  where  an  action  is  instituted ;  and,  therefore,  if  the 
lex  loci  exempt  the  person  merely  of  a  debt6r  ftvm  arrest  or  imprisonment,  kt 
remains  liable  to  arrest  for  the  same  debt  if  he  be  found  in  another  jurisdictioa; 
as  imprisonment  is  but  matter  of  remedy.  Sicard  v.  fVkaUj  11  Johns.  194. 
Whittemore  v.  Adamsy  2  Coto.  Rsp.  626.  Hinckley  v.  Marean^  3  Mass.  Rat.  88. 
Woodbridge  V.  Wright,  3  Cmm.  R^.  523.     Wood  v.  Jlfo^S  Hoist.  R^.  906 
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NEW-YORK, 

May,  1809. 


In  the  matter  of  John  Woodward,  Gent,  one  of  the  woodward. 
Counsellors,  &c. 

ON  an  affidavit  presented  to  the  court  at  the  last  term,  stat^  A  pvtnenbip 
ing,  that  it  was  generally  reported,  and  that  the  deponent  JIiJ^*a**couS^ 
believed,  that  Mr.  Woodward  was  practising  in  the  county  of  seiior  and  an 
Cohmbiay  as  an  attorney  of  this  court,  in  the  name  of  William  ui^%}eggio" 
BBUeTy  Esq.,  one  of  the  attorneys  of  the  court ;  and  that  his  name  ai  business ;  bm 
was  so  used  in  the  case  of  Jackson^  ex  dtm.  Livingston,  v.  StUher-  J^^  havo"I2 
landy  then  before  the  court,  a  rule  was  granted  against  Wood-  sole  and  en- 
wordy  to  show  cause,  at  this  term,  why  an  attacknent  should  dS4!^f"*Sc 
not  issue  against  him.  auomej's  bosi- 

It  appecued  that  Woodward  was  only  a  counsellor  of  the  hTw^p^- 

oourt,  and  not  an  attorney,  and  resided  at  Hudson ;  and  that  bie ;   and   no 

MUUr  resided  at  a  place  called  Johnstown,  about  9  miles  from  ^^^  ^  {^ 

Hudson,  where  he  keeps  an  office,  and  practises  as  an  attorney  partnership,  can 

.  and  counseUor  of  this  court.  S^Uie"4SS 

of     the     suit, 

T.  A.  Enmct,  in  behalf  (rf*  Woodward,  objected,  that  the  affi-  j^  ^^^ 
davit  on  which  the  rule  was  obtained  at  the  last  term,  was  insuf-  place  from  that 
ficient  It  stated  no  fiujt,  but  merely  the  belief  of  the  deponent ;  ""^  ^  attorney. 
and  was,  in  every  respect,  too  loose,  to  oblige  the  party  com- 
plained of  to  be  called  on  to  answer. 

In  the  case  of  the  Rng  v.  WUht,  (6  Term  Rep.  294.)  on  a 
motion  for  leave  to  file  an  information,  the  Court  of  King^s 
Bendi  said,  that  ^ey  would  not  grant  such  a  motion  but  on  [  *  290  ] 
legal  evidence,  and  such  as  would  support  a  bill  of  indictment; 
that  if  they  were  to  grant  a  rule  to  show  cause  why  an  informa- 
tion should  not  be  filed,  it  would  be  calling  on  the  party  either 
to  give  evidence  against  himself,  or  leaving  the  rule  to  be  made 
d)8oInte  on  an  affidavit  which  was  not  legal  evidence. 

If  there  was  any  ofiTence  charged,  in  the  present  case,  it  was 
against  the  statute  concerning  counsellors  and  attorneys ;  {Lawsy 
vol.  1.  p.  221.  24  sess.  c.  32.  Revised  Statutes,  volume  1.  p. 
109.)  by  the  sixth  section  of  which,  it  is  provided,  that  if  any 
attorney  shall  knowingly  permit  any  other  person  to  sue  out  a 
writ,  or  prosecute  or  defend  a  suit  in  his  name,  the  attorney 
and  such  person  should  each  forfeit  the  sum  of  50  dollars.  An 
attachment  will  not  lie  in  such  a  case,  where  a  penalty  is  given 
by  statute.  {Barnes,  27.)  An  attachment  is  never  granted 
where  there  is  another  remedy,  unless  that  remedy  be  diflkult 
to  obtain.   (1  Comyn^s  Dig.  595.   Attorney,  A.  3.) 

Emmet  observed,  that  though  he  considered  these  objections 
as  sufficient,  yet,  as  the  charge  would  be  fiilly  and  satistactorily  ^ 

answered,  he  should  proceed  to  show  cause.     He  then  read 
several  affidavits,  from  which  it  appeared,  that  on  the  5th 
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IfEW-TORK,  October y  1808,  Mr.  Woodward  and  Mr.  Miller  entered  into 
May,  1809.     articles  of  copartnership,  as  to  their  professional  business,  by 

Matter  of  Johk  which  it  was  agreed,  that  Miller  should  transact  all  the  attor-r 

Woodward,  ney's  business  accruing  in  the  office  occupied  by  Woodward, 
and  sign  all  process,  papers,  and  proceedings  in  the  Supreme 
Court ;  and  that  Woodward  should  attend  to  all  the  counsel 
business  of  the  office ;  that  the  attorney's  business  should  be 
uncter  the  exclusive  directicHi  of  Miller,  and  the  counsel  busi- 
ness under  that  of  Woodward ;  and  that  such  should  be  the  case, 
should  they  hereafter  find  it  necessary  to  have  two  offices ;  and 
that  the  clerks  and  students  should  be  under  the  direction  of 
Miller,  It  appeared,  ako,  that  Woodward  resided  and  kept  his 
office  at  Hudion,  and  that  Miller  resided  in  the  town  KifLdving" 
tton,  but  was  in  the  habit  of  attending  at  the  office  in  HMtdm 

f  *  291  ]      *to  ffive  the  necessary  directions  in  the  attorney's  bminess. 

The  affidavits  contuned  other  facts  (which  it  is  unnecessary 
to  state)  exculpating  the  party  from  any  actual  or  intentiomi 
disregard  to  the  practice  and  rules  of  the  court,  or  evasion  of 
the  statute. 

Per  Curiam.  It  appears  from  the  affidavits  which  have  been 
read,  that  Mr.  JUSller  was  employed  as  an  attorney  by  StUier^ 
hmdj  the  defendant,  in  the  suit  brought  against  hnn  by  Mr.  Lf»- 
iwtion,  and  that  Mr.  Woodward  was  employed  merely  as  coun- 
sel, and  that  this  was  so  understood  by  all  the  parties ;  and  that 
the  first  application  to  defend  the  suit  was  made  to  Mr.  Milkr, 
We  think  sufficient  cause  has  been  shown  against  the  rule,fit>m 
which  Mr.  Woodward  must,  therefore,  be  discharged ;  but  the 
court  take  this  occasion  to  observe,  that  if  any  attorney  of  this 
court  takes  a  counsellor  into  partnership,  who  is  not  an  attor- 
ney, that  the  attorney  must  have  the  whole  and  exclusive  charge 
and  superintendence  of  the  attorney's  busiAese,  for  which  he  is 
responsible,  so  that  no  person  can  take  any  part  in  the  conduct 
of  the  suit,  on  the  ground  of  the  partnership,  whose  office  is 
kept  at  a  different  place  from  that  of  die  attorney. 

Rule  discharged. 
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*P.  Powers  agait^st  The  People. 


mw.YottK, 

Umy,  1809. 

POWKBI 
V. 

Thk  Pxoplx. 

IN  ERROR,  OH  certiorari.  On  tbe  10th  March,  1805,  one  in  proceedrngi 
Farpenniw  complained  to  three  justioes  of  the  county  of  Cayt^  ^Zn^r  ^S 
ga,  that  Polly  Power$y  the  plaintiff  in  errcNr,  had  feloniously  Mt  ''deciarinr 
sUden  a  handkerchief,  the  property  of  the  complainant  The  ^  ^^^  J 
accused  appeared  before  the  justiccd,  and  denied  the  charge ;  general  setskuif 
and,  on  the  oath  of  three  witnesses,  she  was  convicted,  and  fined  ^c.^'^eeo^ 

5  dollars.  of      convicUoii 

On  the  return  to  the  certiorari,  the  caae  was  0id»nitted  to  u^o^i'"|lJ 
the  court  without  arfiimient  '(Ate  raffieieiit 

°  to    show,    tbati 

tbe  justices  had 

Per  Curiam,  The  principal  objection  to  this  case  is,  that  J^^^**"- 
tbe  record  does  not  show  sufficient  to  give^the  justices  jurisdic-  the  tbbg"^!^ 
tion.  No  consent,  on  the  part  of  the  prisoner,  has  been  shown  ojjg^  J«  b« 
or  ayerred,  as  to  any  part  of  the  proceedings.  We  are  to  {he  party  paa- 
intend  that  they  were  compulsory.  It  ought,  then,  to  have  vjcted  had  wt 
appeared,  that  she  hod  not  given  bail  after  beii]|;  apprehended^  m40*hohrs^3ter 

ud  that  I 

F.  24  sess. 

the   10th  *.*w.  ^,-,  ,«.^  >,..w    „««,  ^^—..-^.-w^     -^    ^j.^,.^^   ^^.^.^   ^.^    niraiinn     f  tlw 

jastices,  and  did  appear,  and  was  tried  on  the  same  day.  The  i'^"^^  ^ 
value  of  the  handkerchief  stolen  ought  also  to  have  been  stated ; 
for,  unless  its  value  was  less  than  12  dollars  and  50  cents,  the 
court  had  no  jurisdiction.  It  is  a  salutary  rule,  with  respect  to 
inferior  courts,  that  the  cause  of  which  they  take  cognizance 
should  appear  to  be  within  their  jurisdiction.  These  objec- 
tions are  fatal,  and  the  conviction  must,  therefore,  be  quashed. 

Conviction  quashed. 

(a)  2  Bf».  Stat,  711,  712. 
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KEW-YOBK, 

May,  1809. 


*Gaoe  against  Stewart. 

Where  a  wit-      IN  ERROR,  on  Certiorari.    Stewart  sued  Ga^e  in  the  ooort 
ed*Ui**MJ^^  below,  in  trespass,  for  taking  out  of  his  wagon  a  barrel,  contaiii- 
of  the  demand  ing  10  gallons  of  whiskey.    Upon  the  trial,  Stewart  offered  one 
be  *^*^^£  Andrews  as  a  witness.     The  defendant  objected  to  his  compe- 
admitted  a  wiu  tency,  inasmuch  as  he  was  the  owner  of  the  whiskey,  and  had 
SSr  Jirt*  ""  ^"^  Stewart  to  bring  it.     The  fact  was  admitted,  and  the  jus- 
tice ruled  that  the  witness  should  not  give  evidence  to  the  jury 
as  to  the  whiskey,  but  confine  himself  to  the  barrel.   The  plain- 
tiff claimed  1  dollar  for  the  barrel,  8  dollars  and  75  cents  for 
the  whiskey,  and  5  dollars  for  the  detention.    The  jury  found 
a  verdict  for  9  dollars  and  43  cents. 

Th^  case  was  submitted  without  argument 

Per  Curiam.  The  witness,  Andrews,  as  owner  of  the  whis- 
key, was  directly  interested ;  and  if  a  witness  is  interested  in 
ever  so  small  a  part  of  the  demand,  he  is  incompetent  The 
least  degree  of  interest  will  disqualify  a  witness.  The  plaintiff 
claimed  the  whiskey,  as  well  as  damages  for  the  detention ; 
and  the  verdict  must  have  included  the  whiskey.  To  allow  a 
witness  to  testify  as  to  part  of  a  demand,  when  he  is  interested 
in  another  part,  is  dangerous  and  cannot  be  allowed.  The 
judgment  must,  therefore,  be  reversed. 

Judgment  reversed. 
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NEW-YCHW. 

May,  1809. 


*Th£  People  against  Meant. 

THE  indictment  and  proceedings  in  this,  cause  were  re-  Whereajmy 
moTed  to  this  court  by  certiorari.  The  prisoner  was  indicted  r^|»^dod^ 
at  a  $pecial  $e$3ions^  held  in  the  city  of  New-Yorky  in  February,  ^y  a  P™J»?'» 
1809.  .There  were  several  indictments  found  against  him  for  dlct^u  i^ 
grand  larceny,  to  which  he  pleaded  not  guilty,  and  by  his  con-  a^.  e^^  a 
sent  the  same  jury  were  sworn  to  try  them  all.  After  a  trial  ^utyonUie&vt 
on  the  first  mdictment,  the  jury  withdrew  to  deliberate.  "^'^^'^''^J^ 
During  their  absence,  another  prisoner  was  put  upon  his  trial,  w<^^ataveni, 
and  soon  after  the  jury,  in  the  case  of  the  present  prisoner,  «nd  then  return- 
returned  into  court  with  a  verdict  of  not  guilty.  The  court,  wbenXprbon- 
after  recording  the  verdict,  proceeded  in  the  other  trial  in  JJ  ^"  ^«^  *>J 
which  they  were  engaged,  and  the  jury  supposing,  probably,  ©iTuw  other^S^ 
that  they  were  under  no  further  restraint,  without  being  ob-  dictmeDis,  and 
served  by  the  court  or  the  attorney-general,  whose  attention  ^  courPh^i 
was  ensa^^ed  in  the  other  trial,  separated,  and  some  of  them  ^  proceedings 

.    .®r®        ^  !•    •    •  It        i_    II        I  •.  1   on  the  other  in- 

went  into  a  tavern  adjoining  the  hall,  where  witnesses  and  dictmenis  irrer- 
fntieecutors  usually  resort,  during  the  sitting  of  this  court.  uiar^twhetE- 
After  the  other  trial  was  over,  the  jury,  who  had  been  sworn  to  \a  to  ^'^dul 
try  the  prisoner,  were  again  called,  in  order  to  try  the  prisoner  ch»»'f^  <>'  » 

aL  •    •         •    j- ^        ^  mL  I  r       aL      '^  •  new  trial  graot- 

on  the  remammg  indictments.  The  counsel  for  the  prisoner  ed?  Quun^ 
objected  to  the  proceeding  as  irregular,  after  the  jury  had  sep- 
arated, and  refused  to  appear,  or,  under  the  circumstances  of 
the  case,  to  proceed  in  the  defence  of  the  prisoner  against  the 
other  indictment.  The  same  jury  were  then  sworn  again,  but 
the  counsel  for  the  prisoner  persisted  in  the  objection,  and  re- 
fused to  appear  in  bis  defence.  The  prisoner  was  then  tried, 
without  the  aid  of  counsel,  and  convicted  on  all  the  remaining 
indictments.  On  the  prayer  of  the  prisoner,  his  sentence  was 
respited,  and  he  was  now  brought  up  to  this  court  on  a  habeas 
corpuim 

Sanmsofiy  for  the  prisoner.  The  trial  by  jury  is  justly  re- 
ffarded  by  the  wisest  and  best  of  men  as  the  palladium  of  ^civil  '  [  •  295  ] 
hberty.  It  ought  to  be  kept  inviolate,  and  scrupulously  guarded 
against  every  encroachment  The  very  ybmw  intended  to  pro- 
tect it  firom  innovation  are  sacred,  and  not  to  be  dispensed 
with.  (4  Black.  Com.  350.)  After  a  jury  are  empanneled,  they 
are  to  DC  kept  from  every  communication,  and  can  receive  no 
evidence,  except  what  is  produced  in  court.  {BuUer^s  N.  P. 
306.)  The  oath  of  the  jurors,  and  of  the  officer  sworn  to  attend 
them,  shows  the  caution  of  the  law  in  this  respect  After  a 
^ury  are  sworn  in  a  criminal  case,  affecting  life  or  member,  they 
cannot  be  discharged,  but  must  give  their  verdict  {Co.  Liti. 
9Sn.    3  hut.  110.)    They  cannot  separate,  but  must  be  kept 
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HEW-TORK,  together,  until  they  agree  on  their  verdict.  (Ld.  DdamereU 
JJjJ^jf^  case,  4i».  2V.  222.)  The  judges,  in  KinlocVs  case,  {FosttTy 
16  and  23.)  admitted  the  rule  laid  down  by  Lord  Cokty  to  be 
a  good  general  rule,  but  subject  to  exceptions ;  and,  in  that 
case,  all  the  authorities  which  have  any  bearing  on  this  point, 
were  cited  and'  examined.  This  is  a  much  strongs  case  than 
that  of  Kiidock.    [He  was  stopped  by  the  court.] 

Biker y  (district  attorney,)  contra,  cited  2  HahU  P.  C  294, 
S95, 296.    Ltitch,  706,  707.  King  ▼.  ScaJbeH.  KvnlockU  case, 

Foster,  38. 

Sampsm  cited  6  Term  Rep.  638.  4  Hawk.  P.  C.  233.  c.  36. 
^15.  2  CiUnes,  305.  to  sliow  that  the  prisoner  ought  to  be  dis* 
charged,  in  case  the  court  should  be  of  opini<Mi  that  the  tiial 
was  irregular. 

Riker  cited  FriesU  case,  3  Dattoi,  515.  as  to  the  power 
of  the  court  to  grant  a  new  trial. 

Per  Ottfunit.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  there  was  a& 
irregularity  in  this  case  ;  Uie  jury  ought  to  have  been  sworn 
and  empanneled  again.  We  give  no  opinion,  however,  whether 
tfiere  ought  to  be  a  new  trial  or  not^  but  shall  recommend  the 
prisoner  for  a  pardon. 

[The  prisoner  afterwards  obtdned  a  pardon,  and  was  dis- 
charged.] 
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OF  THE  STATE  OF  NEW-YORK.  •996 

NEW-YOAK, 

May,  1809. 

*The  People  against  George  Howell.  th*  people 

HOWKLL. 

AT  the  last  general  sesiions  of  fhe  peace^  held  in  the  city  of 
New-  Yorky  Howell^  the  prisoner,  who  was  now  brought  up  on  dictei^^^o^" 
a  habeas  corpus,  was  indicted  with  one  James  Mitchell,  for  '»^  &n  "order 
forgery.  The  indictment  was  for  forging  **  a  certain  order  for  Sf'SSney/'^^u 
the  payment  of  money,"  and  the  check  was  set  forth  as  fol-  not  entitled  to 
lows:  "  New-York,  27th  February,  1809.  Cashier  of  the  Mer-  chai^^^W 
chants'  Bank,  in  the  city  o{ New-York.  Pay  4,095,  or  bearer,  inr  an  offence 
685  dollars  20  cente.     Benjamin  Buttery  rl^'p^SfshSbie 

When  the  prisoners  were  brought  up  to  be  tried,  the  coun-  onjy  «^th  im- 
ael  for  Howell  moved  the  court,  that  he  should  be  tried  separate  a'term  of  yean! 
and  apart  from  Mitchell;  but  the  court  refused  to  grant  the  i°  ^  ^^ 
motion,  and  directed  both  prisoners  to  be  tried  together,  and  of  ^peremptf^ 
they  were  tried  accordingly.  They  were  both  allowed  per-  challenge  does 
emptory  challenges,  and  both  challenged.  On  the  trial,  the  morT*^  persons 
ibllowing  fects  appeared  in  evidence.  On  the  28th  February ^  inY»>eJndicied, 
1809,  John  Guest,  a  cabinet-maker,  in  the  city  of  New-York,  w»ewiraieiy,i« 
received  a  letter  froin  one  Abraham  Cooper,  dated  at  Brans-  the  discretion  of 
vnck,  {Neuh Jersey,)  and  containing  the  check  in  question,  pur-  wheSicr'  two 
porting  to  be  drawn  by  Benjamin  Butler,  on  the  Merchants'  pJ^"*  "**^2i 
bank,  for  which  check  Guest  was  directed  to  obtain  the  money,  offencet^en 
and,  after  retaining  35  dollars,  the  price  of  a  bureau,  which  was  H**®**  '^  *if1 
directed  to  be  forwarded,  to  remit  the  balance  to  Cooper,  in  a  hn^^^czn  be 
letter  directed  to  the  care  of  one  De  Graw,  an  inn-keeper  at  ^^  i***^|t*' 
Brunswick,,  On  the  next  day,  Guest  presented  the  check  at  ^^^tt  Qua- 
the  Merchants'  bank,  received  the  money,  and,  after  deducting  ^'  ^j^^.  . 
the  35  dollars  as  requested,  transmitted  the  residue  according  the  name  of  B., 
to  the  directions  of  Cooper.  The  amount  of  the  check  was  ^  ^^ seS^b' 
charged  by  the  bank,  who  did  not  then  suspect  a  forgery,  to  c^to'*z>.,  wi» 
^Butler,  the  drawer,  who  kept  a  cash  account  with  the  bank.  [  ^  297  ] 

On  the  3d  March,  De  Graw  received  a  letter  from  Cooper,  received  the 
dated  in  Neu^-York,  requesting  that  the  letter  received  by  him  SStSi  it^io  'c 
(and  which  contained  the  money  sent  by  Guest)  might  be  for-  S?.  ***f,?*f*"*- 
warded  to  New-York,  addressed  to  Silas  Fordham,  with  which  aAer^ards  dS! 
request  De  Graw  immediately  complied.  During  these  trans-  covered  to  be 
actions,  Butler  came  to  some  explanation  of  his  account  with  Jhc^laSk  got 
the  bank,  and  declared  the  check  in  question  to  be  a  forgery,  p^session  ^ 
[fi  consequence  of  this  declaration,  the  bank  immediately  took  fore  T reache<l 
measures  to  ascertain  the  fact  of  forgery,  and  to  recover  back  Je  hands  of  c. 

®     •"  On    an    indict- 

ment for  the 
forfery,  B.  was  held  to  be  a  competent  witness,  to  prove  the  forger}^,  he  havlnir  received  a  release  from 
tbe  bank ;  and  that  he  was  not  answerable  to  C,  for  the  money,  even  if  the  check  were  genuine,  the  bank 
having  acted  without  his  direction. 

In  an  action  by  C  against  B.  the  consideration  for  which  the  check  was  riven  might  be  inquired  into : 
if  it  was  given  for  a  pre-existent  debt,  and  the  check  proved  bad,  B.  would  be  still  liable  for  the  original 
(Icbt.    A  promise  without  a  consideration,  even  though  it  be  in  writing,  is  a  mtdum  pactum. 

Whether,  iu  every  criminal  case,  a  witness  who  is  not  interested  in  Uie  event  of  the  cause,  is  not  a  com- 
petent witness  T     Qucere. 

(a)  See  Th€  PeopU  v.  Venmiyeaetal,,  7  Cow.  Rtp.  369.  U.  StaUsv.  Marchant,  12  IVheai.  JUp.4aO 
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NEW.  YORK,  the  money  which  had  been  paid  on  the  check  ;  and  they  sac 

May,  1809.     cccded  in  tracing  the  transaction,  so  as  to  seize,  at  the  post- 

^  The  P£oplk   office,  On  the  4th  March,  the  letter  forwarded  by  De  Grow  to 

V.  Fordhaniy  and  which  contained  the  money.   On  the  7th  Marcky 

owELL.     ^1^^  lifjjiii  credited  Butler  the  whole  amount  of  the  check,  who 

received  the  same.     The  bank  intended,  at  all  events,  to  have 

credited  Butler  the  amount  of  the  checkj  as  soon  as  they  were 

fully  satisfied  that  it  was  a  forgery. Yd) 

At  the  trial,  BiUler,  whose  name  nad  thus  been  forged,  was 
offered  as  a  witness,  on  the  part  of  the  people,  in  order  to  prove 
the  forgery.  He  was  objected  to  by  the  counsel  for  the  pris- 
oner ;  but  on  producing  a  release  from  the  bank,  he  was  ad- 
mitted. At  the  request  of  the  prisoner's  counsel,  the  point  as 
to  his  admissibility  was  reserved  for  the  decision  of  this  court 
The  prisoner  was  convicted,  and  Mitchell  acquitted. 

Griffin,  for  the  prisoner.  I.  The  prisoner,  against  his  con- 
sent was  tried  together  with  ISRtchelL  He  ought,  accordlofi 
to  his  request,  to  have  been  tried  alone.  It  is  a  principle  oi 
justice,  which  our  law  is  anxious  to  maintain,  that  every  man 
[*298]  who  is  accused,  should  have  a  fair  and  impartial  ♦trial; 
and  the  court  cannot  throw  any  impediment  in  the  way  of  such 
a  trial,  to  the  prejudice  of  the  accused.  Now,  if  a  prisonei 
is  compelled  to  be  tried  with  others,  he  may  be  greatly  preju- 
diced by  the  circumstance.  An  innocent  person,  put  upon  his 
defence  jointly  with  a  great  and  notorious  offender,  may  be 
materially  injured  from  being  placed  in  such  a  situation. 
Again,  a  prisoner  indicted  for  a  capital  offence,  is  allowed  to 
challenge  peremptorily  twenty  of  the  jurors.  The  benefit  of 
this  privilege  may  be  destroyed  by  his  being  tried  with  another, 
who  may  exercise  the  same  right ;  for  his  associate  may,  per- 
haps, challenge  the  very  men  he  would  wish  to  be  his  triors. 
(See  Kin^  v.  Philips  and  others.  2  Str.  920.) 

2.  BuUer  ought  not  to  have  been  admitted  as  a  witness. 
An  interest  in  the  question  put  to  a  witness  may  produce  as 
strong  a  bias  on  his  mind,  as  an  interest  in  the  event  of  the 
suit.  It  is  a  settled  rule,  that  a  person  whose  name  is  forged 
is  not  a  competent  witness  to  prove  the  forgery.  {Peak  L.  ofjEc. 
105.  107.  177.)  Butler,  it  is  true,  had  a  release  from  the  bank: 
but  if  there  is  any  other  person  to  whom  he  would  be  liable, 
if  the  check  were  genuine,  his  interest  still  remains.  Now  he 
was  liable  to  Cooper;  for  if  the  check  proved  bad.  Cooper 
might  consider  it  as  no  payment,  and  resort  to  his  original  de- 
mand. Again,  he  might  bring  an  action  on  the  check  against 
Butler,  and  if  the  latter  should  allege  that  the  check  had  been 
paid  by  the  bank,  Cooper  might  answer,  that  the  money  had 
been  stopped  in  transitu,  by  the  bank,  so  that  there  had  not 

Guett  and  Db  Oraw  were  innocent  affenti  in  this  transaction,  being  the  dopes 
of  the  artfhl  oontriTanoe  of  Hotodl,    Fordham  was  a  fictitious  personafe. 
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been  a  real  and  effectual  payment.  The  case  of  the  King  v. 
Uthery  (1  Leach,  57.)  may,  perhaps,  be  cited ;  but  that  was 
very  different  from  the  present.  The  banker  had  not  charged 
the  person  whose  name  was  forged  with  the  monqy,  being  sat- 
isfied of  the  forgery ;  and  the  question  was  only  between  the 
tMuiking  house  and  the  man  who  was  injured.  Here  is  a  third 
person  who  has  received  the  check. 

Riker  (district  attorney)  and  Sampson,  contra. 

1.  From  the  observations  made  by  Mr.  Justice  B idler,  in  the 
tase  of  Young  and  others  v.  The  King,  in  error,  (3  Term  Rep. 
106.)  there  ♦can  be  no  doubt  of  the  practice  in  England  to  try 
two  or  more  prisoners  together ;  and  Buller  mentioned  a  case 
oefore  him,  where  two  persons  were  tried  together  for  murder, 
where  the  evidence  affected  the  prisoners  differently,  and  that 
he  summed  up  the  cases  separately  to  the  jury,  and  took  sep- 
arate verdicts  against  each.  Foster  (Rep.  360.  Disc.  3.  c.  2.) 
mentions  the  same  practice.  The  prisoner,  in  the  present  case, 
was  not  entitled  to  a  peremptory  challenge  ;  for  the  act  of  the 
18th  April,  1808,  (31  sess.  c.  155.)  has  altered  the  law  of  the 
2lsi  March,  1801,  (24  sess  c.  54.)  so  that  the  forging  of  an 
order  for  the  payment  of  money,  is  now  punishable  with  im- 
prisonment for  a  term  of  years  only,  and  not  for  life,  (a)  The 
objection,  therefore,  in  regard  to  the  right  of  peremptory  chal- 
lenge, must  fail. 

2.  Butler,  after  his  lelease,  was  a  competent  witness.  In 
the  case  of  Dr.  Dodd,  Lord  Chesterfield,  whose  name  was 
alleged  to  be  forged,  was  admitted  as  a  witness,  on  producing 
a  release  from  (.he  supposed  obligee  of  the  bond.  (1  Leach, 
185.)  A  person  whose  name  is  forged  may  be  a  witness  to 
prove  the  forgery,  where  he  is  not  directly  interested  in  the 
question.  (Buller,  N.  P.  289.)  After  the  check  had  been 
regularly  paid  at  the  bank,  it  was  at  an  end,  and  Butler  could 
never  afterwards  be  made  liable  to  Cooper  on  the  check.  The 
money  was  paid  to  Guest,  the  agent  of  Cooper,  which  was 
equivalent  to  a  payment  to  Cooper  himself.  The  case  of  the 
King  V.  Usher  is  a  strong  case  to  show,  that  Butler,  after  his 
rel^se,  was' a  competent  witness. 

T.  A.  Emmet,  in  reply,  observed,  that  though,  in  England, 
prisoners  may  be  compulsorily  tried  together,  yet  there  were 
substantial  reasons  for  a  different  practice  in  this  state.  In 
E^glandy  the  sheriff  is  unlimited  as  to  the  number  of  jurors  to 
be  returned  on  the  panel.  By  the  act  of  the  31st  March,  1801, 
(24  sess.  c.  98.  s.  9.)  the  sheriff  is  authorized  to  summon  no  more 
tban  36  jurors.  (6)  Should  any  deficiency  of  jurors  exist,  a  tales 
must  be  awarded.  If  a  man,  against  his  consent,  is  put  upon 
a  trial  with  another,  who  peremptorily  challenges,  it  is  a  most 


NEWiYORK, 

May,  1809. 

The  PXOPI.S 

V. 

Howell. 


(«)  2  Rmf.  Stat.  €73. 


(»)2Ae9.3hrt.413. 


[.*299] 


2S» 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


300*  ,     CASES  IN  THE  SUPREME  COURT 

NEW-fbRK,  serious  injury,  for  the  very  best  and  *nio8t  unexceptionable 
May,  1809.     jurofg  for  him,  may  thus  be  set  aside.    There  may  be  chal- 
t^7piopL«   lenges,  for  cause,  as  to  one  prisoner,  which  would  not  exist  as 
V-  to  the  other*    The  law  is  studious  in  the  protection  of  tbe 

owiLL.  accused,  and  through  the  whole  course  of  the  trial  he  is  be- 
nignly reminded  of  his  privileges,  that  he  may  be  on  his  guaid 
Again,  Howell  must  have  been  led  into  a  mistake,  by  the  al- 
lowing a  peremptory  challenge  to  his  associate,  and  the  whole 
panel  was  thus  deranged,  so  that  the  prisoner  could  not  ha?e 
a  fair  opportunity  to  exercise  his  right. 

2.  The  check  was  not  in  fact  paid,  for  though  the  money 
was  paid  at  one  moment,  it  was  taken  back  at  the  next,  and 
Butler  could  not,  therefore,  in  an  action  against  him  by  Cooper, 
allege  that  it  was  paid.  His  only  defence  would  be,  that  it 
was  a  forgery.  If  the  check  was  genuine,  and  the  bank  acted 
by  the  direction  of  Butler,  then  Butler  would  be  equally  liable 
to  Cooper,  for  the  money  thus  wrongfully  taken.  In  any  view 
of  the  case,  therefore,  Butler  was  interested  in  proving  the 
check  to  be  a  forgery. 

A  question  was  raised,  on  the  argument,  whether,  in  case 
the  court  should  be  of  opinion,  that  either  of  the  objections 
was  well  founded,  they  would  grant  a  new  trial  or  discharge 
the  prisoner.  Rilcer  insisted,  that  the  court  had  the  power  to 
grant  a  new  trial,  and  cited  2  Sir,  968.  6  Co.  14.  Arunders 
case.  4  Hawk.  P.  C.  330.  c.  36.  s.  15.  People  v.  Townsend,l 
Johns.  Cases,  104.  and  the  case  of  the  United  States  v.  Fria, 
(3  Dallas,  515.)  which  he  said  was  a  strong  case  to  this  point 

Emmet  observed  that,  in  ArundeVs  case,  there  was  a  fault  in 
the  venire;  that  he  never  heard  of  a  new  trial  in  a  criminal 
case,  and  where  it  was  not  asked  for.  The  prisoner,  in  tbe 
present  case,  does  not  wish  for  a  new  trial,  nor  does  thie  public 
prosecutor  apply  for  it.  Where  a  person  has  once  gone 
through  a  trial,  and  been  put  in  jeopardy  of  his  life,  the  court 
will  never  ^rant  a  new  trial,  unless  infavorem  vit(B,  at  the  in- 
stance of  the  pai-ty.  (People  v.  Barret  and  Ward,  2  Caines, 
304.  1  Johns.  Rep.  66.) 

I  *301  ]  *Kent,  Ch.  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  Court.     The  de- 

fendant was  convicted  at  the  last  court  of  general  sessions  of 
the  peace  in  this  city,  for  forging  the  check  of  Benjamin  But- 
ler, purporting  to  have  been  drawn  upon  the  Merchants*  bank. 
The  record  has  been  removed  into  this  court,  and  the  counsel 
for  the  prisoner  have  raised  two  objections  to  the  legality  of 
the  conviction. 

1.  That  the  prisoner  was  tried,  against  hb  consent,  jointly 
•     with  one  MitcheU ;   2.  That  Butler,  who  was  admitted  as  a 
witness  against  him  upon  the  trial,  was  incompetent,  on  the 
ground  ofinterest. 
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1.  Lt  appears  by  the  indictpaeat,  that  the  prisoner  was  io- 
dieted  for  forging  an  order  for  the  paymefit  of  money.  The 
deck  is  set  forth^  in  fi^c  verbay  in  the  indictment,  but  it  is  de- 
oominated  an  order.  The  statute  of  1808  made  some  altera* 
tioos  of  the  former  law  in  respect  to  the  punishment  of  forgery. 
The  forging  of  deeds^  promissory  notes  and  bills  qf  exchange  is 
puaishabje  with  imprisonment  for  life,  as  before ;  but  the  lorg- 
iog  of  orders  for  the  payment  of  money,  is  now  only  to  be  pun- 
Uhed  with  imprisonment  for  a  term  of  years.  A  check  is  not, 
either  in  common  parlance,  or  in  the  technical  language  of  the 
books,  called  a  bill  of  ejcchange  or  promissory  note,  though  it 
may,  in  some  respects,  have  the  same  legal  operation.  The 
statute,  in  dLscriminatipg  between  bills  and  notes,  and  orders 
for  the  payment  of  money,  must  be  interpreted  according  to 
the  usual  and  settled  understanding  of  those  terms,  and  a 
check  willy  therefore,  fall  within  the  description  of  an  order  for 
the  payment  of  money.  It  has  been  so  understood  by 
the  public  prosecutor  in  this  case,  and  if  the  question  was  oth- 
erwise doubtful,  the  classalication  given  to  the  paper  in  the 
indictment  ought  to  prevail  over  the  other  denomination  of  the 
instrument,  as  that  would  inevitably  enhance  the  pijinishmient 
Peoal  statutes  ought  to  be  read  according  to  the  ordinary  im- 
port of  language ;  and  if  a  term  would  equally  admit  of  twG 
constructions,  the  one  i^ttended  with  the  milder  consequences 

ought  to  be  adopted.  In  this  qase,  then^  the  prisoner  *was  [^302] 
not  entitled  to  his  peremptory  cballei^e ;  and  consequently  the 
force  of  the  objection  to  bis  being  tried  jointly  with  Mitchelly 
is  destroyed,  in  all  cases,  at  least,  where  l|he  right  of  peremp- 
tory- challenge  does  noi  exist,  and  two  persons  are  indicted 
jointly,  they  may  be  tried  jointly  or  separately,  at  the  discretion 
of  the  court.  T^^is  is  the  settle^  practice,  both  here  and  in 
England,  and  no  4>bje<;^tion  to  it  ousts  sufficient  to  outwe^ 
the  puUic  conv;en>ence  of  the  rule. 

2.  The  next  objection  is  to  the  .cQn^>etency  of  Butler  as 
t  witness.  The  claim  .which  the  )>ank  might  have  had 
minst-  bi^i  was  released,  and  the  interest,  if  any,  which 
B^Ur  had  in  supporting  the  charge  of  forgery,  is  ^pposeid 
to  arise  ^om  his  beiJi^  liable  to  Cooper,  the  noinmal  piiyee 
of  the  cbepk.  The  ancient  rule  in  .Eaglandy  that  a  wit- 
less, whose  name  was  forged^  was  incompetent  to  |>rove 
fhe  forgery  pn  an  indictmeiit,  because  (lie  swas  interested 
in  the  question,  still  prevails  in  their  courts,  and  it  was 
adopted  by  this  court  in  the  year  1794.  The  grounds  or 
reiMons  <u  ih^t  decision  are  jiot  before  the  pMbUc»  and  w€ 
therefoie  do  4iot  know  tt^em.  It  is  probable  that  the  court  ai»- 
suQied  the  EngU^  ^ule  as  jtjtiey  ifoiuq4  it  tbea  existing.    But 
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NEW- YORK,  since  that  time,  the  question  of  interest  in  a  witness  has  been 
^.^Ji^l^^^^^  investigated  and  defined  with  more  precision,  both  in  England 
ThxPsoplx  and  in  this  state.  The  rule  now,  in  all  .such  cases,  and  i  be- 
Howsxx.  '*^^®  '  ^^y  ^y  ^"  ftlniost  all  criminal  cases,  except  in  the  case 
of  a  forged  instrument,  is,  that  the  witness  is  to  be  received, 
if  he  be  not  interested  in  the  event  of  the  suit,  so  that  the  ver- 
dict could  be  given  in  evidence  in  an  action  in  which  he  was 
a  party.  The  interest  which  the  witness  may  have  in  the 
question  put,  is  no  longer  the  test.  That  degree  of  interest 
goes  only  to  the  credit  of  the  witness.  The  exclusion  of  the 
witness,  in  the  case  of  forgery,  has  therefore  now  become  an 
anomaly  in  the  law  of  evidence,  for  it  is  certain  that  the  con- 
viction of  the  party  charged  with  forging  a  check,  cannot  be 
given  in  evidence  in  a  subsequent  civil  suit  on  the  check ;  and 
[  *  303  ]  .  as  the  reason  of  the  old  rule  has  ^ceased,  by  a  sounder  defini- 
tion of  the  question  of  interest,  and  as  it  is  not  now  applied  to 
other  criminal  cases,  it  would  seem  to  be  fit  and  proper,' that 
.  the  rule  itself  should  no  longer  be  applied  to  the  case  of  for- 
gery. But  the  present  case  does  not  turn  upon  the  validity  of 
that  rule,  and  therefore  the  court  do  not  now  interfere  with  it 
Assuming  the  rule  to  exist  according  to  the  decision  in  the 
case  of  Hamilton,  in  1794,  we  are  of  opinion,  that  the  interest 
of  Butler  was  extinguished  by  the  release  from  the  bank.  He 
was  no  longer  answerable  to  Cooper  upon  the  check,  for  that 
had  been  paid  and  satisfied  by  the  bank.  Cooper,  by  means 
of  his  agent,  had  received  from  the  bank  the  amount  of  the 
check,  and  had  appUed  part  of  it  to  his  private  use,  and  trans- 
mitted the  residue  to  this  city,  by  means  of  the  mail.  The 
check  was  as  much  spent,  as  if  it  had  slept  for  years  afterwards 
on  the  files  of  the  bank.  It  had  completely  performed  its  ob- 
ject. The  subsequent  recovery  of  a  part  of  the  money  by  the 
bank  did  not  revive  and  give  eflicacy  to  the  check.  Cooper 
had  his  remedy  against  the  bank,  if  they  had  unduly  taken 
money  out  of  his  possession,  but  it  gave  him  no  remedy  against 
BtUler,  any  niore  than  if  any  third  person  had  received  that 
money  wrongfully  fi'om  the  possession  of  Cooper.  If  the  bank 
had  acted  as  the  agent  of  Butler  in  receiving  the  money,  he 
would  then,  perhaps,  have  been  equally  liable  (supposing  the 
check  to  have  been  genuine)  as  a  tortfi^sor ;  but  there  is  no 
evidence  in  the  case,  that  the  bank  acted  under  his  directions. 
They  acted  voluntarily,  and  with  the  laudable  design  of  de- 
tecting a  fitiud,  and  avoiding  a  loss.  They  were  struggling  to 
indemnify  themselves,  and  not  for  the  service  of  BtuT^.  But 
the  objection  appears  to  be  susceptible  of  another  and  conclu- 
sive answer.  If  Cooper  was  to  sue  Butler,  the  consideration 
for  which  the  check  was  given  would  be  a  lawful  object  of  in- 
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quirj.    The  consideration  of  any  negotiable  paper  is  exami-  new  york, 
liable,  as  between  the  original  parties    to    that   paper ;   and  ^^^Ji^^f^ 
from  the  fects  in  this  case,  we  must  consider  Cooper  as  the        txxi. 
person  who  originally  received  the  check  from  Butlery  *suppos-  ^^ 

ing  it  to  be  good.  The  check,  then,  was  founded  upon  a  pre-  ,  f  #"304  1 
vious  good  consideration,  or  it  was  not.  If  there  was  a  pre-  ^ 
existent  debt  for  which  it  was  given  in  payment,  the  debt 
would  still  exist  against  Butler^  if  the  check  was  not  good. 
Unless  a  check  be  paid,  it  is  no  payment  If,  on  the  other 
hand,  the  check  was  voluntary,  and  given  without  considera- 
tion, BtUler  was  not  bound  to  pay  it,  for  a  promise  without  a 
consideration  is  a  nude  pacty  even  though  it  be  in  writing. 
In  no  light,  then,  in  which  the  court  have  been  able  to  view 
the  question,  does  it  appear,  that  Butler  was  incompetent,  and, 
consequently,  neither  of  the  objections  to  the  conviction  of  the 
prisoner  appear  to  be  well  taken. 

Judgment,  that  the  prisoner  be  sent  to  the  state  prison,  to 
be  kept  at  hard  labor,  for  fourteen  years.  ^ 


Teel  against  Fonda. 

THIS  was  an  action  of  debt,  on  the  8th  section  of  the  act  Id  an  action  on 
(24th  sess.  c.  87.)(a)  to  prevent  and  punish  champerty  and  {fc^il^'^^ 
maintenance,  in  which  there  is  the  following  proviso :  <<  That  vent  cbampertj 
It  shall  be  lawful  for  any  person,  being  in  lawful  possession,  by  ^  ttedlSl 
taking  the  yearly  rents  or  profits  of  any  lands,  tenements,  or  tiff,  in  hu  dec- 
hereditaments,  to  buy  or  obtain,  by  any  reasonable  ways  or  ISu^^vS^ 
means,  the  pretended  right  or  title  of  any  other  person  there-  proviso.  Where 
to.''  The  declaration  in  this  case  did  not  negative  the  pro-  u<Sl*^S^tS?e 
▼iso;  and  a  verdict  having  been  found  for  the  plaintiff,  a  mo-  gvingan  action 
tion  was  made  in  arrest  of  judgment  ^L^tSi^^!^ 

▼iso  or  exce^ 

Cady,  for  the  defendant.  The  8th  section  of  our  act  corre-  SSntt^^tte 
spends  with  the  second  clause  of  the  British  statute,  (32  Hen.  piunUff,  or  it 

^  matter   of  do 

eatka  for  tbe  deiendant,  the  plaintiff  need  not  negative  tlw  pioviio  in  his  dodanUion!  (h) 
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NEW-YOltK,  VIII.  c.  9.)  ♦the  foarth  clause  of  which  contains  the  proviso  to 

*J2^J^^  be  found  in  the  eighth  section  of  our  act.  (1  Johns.  Rep,  345.) 

Tbbl       The  declaration  does  notiiegative  the  proviso  in  the  eighth  sec' 

^'  tion.     The  plaintiff  should  have  averred,  that  he  was  not  in 

^^'      possession  at  the  time  of  the  purchase.     In  Blasd^de  v.  Hetih 

itt^  (3  CaineSy  137.)  it  was  decided,  that  in  an  action  for  the 

penalty  given  by  the  7th  section  of  the  act  regulating  inns  and 

taverns,  the  plaintiff  ought  to   have  negatived  the  proviso. 

(1  Sound.  262.  note.    1  Lord  Raym.  120.    1  Term  Rep.  141.) 

Gold^  contra.  The  declaration  in  this  case  is  according  to 
the  English  precedents  which  are  to  be  found  in  the  books  of 
entries,  {RastalVs  Ent.  430.  Aston,  71.  7  Went.  134.)  in  ac- 
tions on  the  statute  of  32  Hen.  VIII.  c.  9.  It  makes  no  differ- 
ence whether  the  proviso  is  in  the  same  clause  or  not,  if  it 
refers  to  the  former  enacting  clause  for  the  offence.  There  is 
a  distinction  in  the  books  between  a  proviso  and  an  exception. 
In  Whiiwick  v.  0$bastonj  (1  Lev.  26.  1  Com.  Dig.  Act.  on 
Stat.  A.  3.)  which  was  an  action  of  debt  for  a  penalty  on  the 
act  of  general  pardon,  it  was  moved  in  arrest  of  judgment,  that 
divers  persons  are  excepted  in  the  act,  and  ^lat  the  plaintiff 
had  not  shown  that  he  was  not  one  of  the  excepted  persons; 
but  it  was  held,  that  the  body  of  the  act  being  general,  and 
the  persons  excepted  by  a  proviso,  the  plaintiff  was  not  bound 
to  show  that  he  was  not  within  the  proviso ;  though  it  wonkl 
be  otherwise,  if  the  act  had  been  that  all  persons,  except  such, 
&c.  The  party  who  claims  the  benefit  of  a  proviso  or  condi- 
tion, ought  to  show  it,  if  he  wishes  to  take  advantage  of  it 
The  case  of  Bennet  v.  Hurd  (3  Johns.  Rep.  438.)  is  an  an- 
swer to  that  of  BlasddU  v.  Hewitty  and  is  conclusive  as  to  the 
principle  for  which  the  plaintiff  contends. 

But  this  objection,  whatever  may  be  its  effect  on  a  demur- 
rer, cannot  prevail  on  a  motion  in  arrest,  after  a  verdict ;  for 
the  plaintiff  must  have  proved  an  adverse  possession,  in  order 
to  entitle  himself  to  a  verdict  of  the  jury.  (1  Saimd.  228. 
note.     1  Setlon's  Pr.  499.  4  Burr.  2018.     1  SaOc.  365.  note.) 

Cady,  in  reply,  observed,  that  the  difference  between  our 

act  and  the  British  statute,  was  a  sufficient  answer  to  the 

r  *  306  ]      ^English  precedents ;  and  that  in  the  case  of  Jones  v.  Axen, 

(1  Ld.  Raym.  120.)  it  was  held,  that  where  the  proviso  was  in 

a  distinct  clause,  it  ought  to  be  shown  by  the  plaintiff. 

Van  Ness,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court.  The  im- 
perfect manner  in  which  the  case  of  Blasdale  v.  Hewitt  (3 
CaineSf  137.)  is  reported,  must  have  given  rise  to  the  present 
motion.  There  some  of  the  court  are  represented  as  saying, 
that  because  the  deckration  did  not  native  the  qualifications 
of  the  proviso,  it  was  therefore  bad.  The  reporter  must  have 
misapjmhended  the  ground  of  that  deciaon.  Bennet  v.  Hurd 
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(3  Johns.  Rep,  438.)  contains  a  correct  exposition  of  the  law  new- YORK, 
on  this  subject.  The  rule  is  this:  If  the prot^uo  fiimishes  mat-  ^^JjJ^^jf^ 
ter  of  excuse  for  the  defendant,  it  need  not  be  negatived  in  the 
declaration,  but  he  must  plead  it*  Such  is  the  proviso  in  the 
present  case.  It  forms  no  part  of  the  plaintiff's  title,  and 
afibrdfl  merely  an  excuse  to  the  defendant,  if  he  had  'come 
within  its  purview.  It  would  be  unnecessary  to  proceed  fur- 
ther, were  it  not  that  these  cases  are  apparently  irreconcilable, 
and  it  is  desirable  that  the  law  should  be  finally  and  correctly 
settled.  Serjeant  Williams^  in  his  note  to  1  Sound,  262.  says, 
*'  But  when  the  exemption  is  contained  under  the  proviso  to  a 
subsequent  section  or  act  of  parliament,  it  is  matter  of  defence, 
and,  therefore,  it  is  not  necessary  to  state  in  the  declaration^ 
that  the  defendant  b  not  within  such  proviso."  The  only  in- 
accuracy in  this  remark  consists  in  restricting  the  rule^  to  pro- 
visoes contained  in  a  subsequent  section  or  statute,  which  was 
not  warranted  by  the  cases.  In  Jones  v.  Axen,  (I  Lord  Raym. 
119.)  2Vc6y,  Ch.  J.,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  rest  of  the 
court,  says,  "  that  where  an  exception  is  incorporated  in  the 
body  of  the  clause,  he  who  pleads  the  clause  ought  to  plead 
the  exception ;  but  when  there  is  a  clause  for  the  benefit  of 
the  pleader,  and  afterwards  follows  a  proviso  which  is  against 
hini,  he  shall  plead  the  clause,  and  leave  it  to  the  adversary  to 
show  the  proviso."  The  same  distinction  is  *adopted  in  the  [  *  307  ] 
case  of  the  JKng-  v.  Bryan,  (2  Str.  1101.)  that  when  the 
offisnce  is  brought  within  the  enacting  clause,  and  the  justifica- 
tion comes  in  by  way  of  proviso  or  exception,  in  the  first  case, 
it  is  matter  of  defence  to  be  shown  by  the  defendant ;  in  the 
other  case,  the  exception  must  be  negatived.  In  Spierts  v. 
Parker^  (1  Term  Rep.  141.)  all  the  judges  agree  that  the  rule 
IS,  that  any  one  who  will  bring  an  action  for  a  penalty  on  an 
act  of  parliament,  must  show  himself  entitled  under  the  enact- 
ing clause ;  and  if  there  be  a  subsequent  exemption,  that  is  a 
matter  of  defence,  and  the  other  party  must  show  it  to  protect 
himself  against  the  penalty. 

The  court  are  of  opinion,  therefore,  that  the  motion  must  be 
denied. 

*  Motion  denied. 
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Watkinson  against  Laughtow. 

Whatitasuf-      THIS  was  an  action  brought  to  recover  damages  for  the 
ofacwisfoflli!!  non-delivery  of  certain  goods  shipped  at  Liverpool,  on  board 
don  on  a  motion  of  a  vcsscl,  of  which  the  defendant  was  master,  and  consigned 
S>fOTd£S'^on  ^^  t*^®  plaintiff  on  his  own  account.     The  defendant  having 
commoo  bail,     been  held  to  bail,  Griffin,  in  his  behalf,  now  moved  for  his 
discharge,  on  filing  common  bail.     It  appeared  that  a  similar 
application  had  been  made  to  the  recorder  of  New-  York,  in 
the  last  vacation,  who  had  refused  to  discharge  the  defendant 
Oh  showing  cause  before  the  recorder,  the  plaintiff's  aflSdavit 
stated,  that  he  could  not  certainly  know  that  the  goods  in  ques- 
tion were  actually  shipped,  yet  he  had  no  doubt  that  they  were 
shipped,  as  he  received  a  regular  invoice  of  them,  and  a  bill  of 
lading  signed  by  the  defendant ;  that  the  goods  were  contained 
in  trunks,  one  of  which,  on  being  opened,  was  found  entirely 
^  *308]       *empty,  and  several  others  partly  empty,  and  from  the  appear- 
ance of  the  mats  and  ropes,  the  trunks  had  evidently  been 
opened  since  the  goods  had  been  packed  up ;  that  the  goods 
missing  were  demanded  of  the  defendant,  and  the  freight  ten- 
dered, but  they  were  never  delivered ;  and  that  the  defendant's 
place  of  abode  is  at  Liverpool. 

Griffin  insisted,  that  the  affidavit  of  the  plaintiff  was  defect- 
ive, as  it  did  not  state  with  cert^nty,  that  the  goods  alleged 
to  be  lost  were  actually  shipped,  nor  that  they  were  embezzled 
by  the  defendant,  or  lost  by  his  negligence,  but  merely  a  be- 
lief that  they  were  so.  That  the  contents  of  the  trunks  were 
unknown  to  the  defendant,  and  the  bill  of  lading  expressly  men- 
tioned, "contents  unknown."  He  cited  1  SelUm's  Practice, 
112.  and  Welsh  v.  Hitt,  (2  Johns.  Rep.  100.)    . 

TVeUs,  contra,  offered  a  supplementary  affidavit. 

T.  A.  Emmetj  for  defendant,  objected,  that  as  this  was  an 
appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  recorder,  any  new  affidavits 
would  be  irregular. 

Spencer,  J.    This  is  a  new  application  to  this  court,  found- 
ed  on  a  notice,  in  the  usual  way ;  it  is,  therefore,  proper  to 
f      receive  new  affidavits. 

Per  Curiam.  We  consider  the  affidavit  of  the  plaintiff 
which  was  read  as  sufficient,  and  the  motion  must,  therefore 
be  denied. 

Rule  refused. 
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*BuRK  against  Barnard. 

LTNCU,  for  the  plaintiff,  moved  to  amend  the  capias  ad  re-  ^J^^"^ 
spondendum  in  this  cause,  which  was  sued  out  on  the  15th  ^^led.      ^ 
April  last,  and  returnable  at  this  term,  and  the  defendant  ar- 
rested thereon.     The  writ  was  tested  by  mistake  in  the  year 
1808,  instead  of  the  year  1809.     He  cited  Carty  v.  Ashly,  (2 
Black.  Rep.  918.)  as  a  case  in  point. 

H.  BleecJcer,  contra,  contended,  that  the  writ  was  a  nullity, 
and  that  where  process  is  void,  it  cannot  be  amended,  and 
relied  on  the  case  of  Bunn  v.  ^7^omas  fy'  King.  (2  Johns. 
Rep.  190.) 

Per  Curiam.  It  was  decided  in  the  case  of  Btinn  v.  Thomas 
(f  IRngy  that  where  a  term  or  more  mtervenes  between  the 
teste,  and  return  of  a  writ,  it  is  a  nullity,  and  that  where  a  writ 
is  void,  it  cannot  be  amended.    The  motion  must  be  denied. 

Rule  refused. 
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Haviland  against  Bond. 

^  ^^'  if  ^^  dourer.  D.  B.  Qfden,  for  the  demwidant,  moyed,  that 
NtfJTafter the  the  tenant  should  be<:al^.  Slosson  appeared  for  the  tenant; 
^SS!t©d*"^  **tJ  Ogden^  thereupon,  counted ;  Slosson  then  moyed  for  a  special 
mot  the  defen.  imparlance  until  the  next  term,  to  which  Ogden  objected: 
^pariL^Sw^  But  the  court  said,  that  it  was  a  matter  of  course  to  gffuU  a 
tbe  next  lenn.    special  imparlance  until  the  next  term.    (Booths  36.) 


[*310]        *Rati»on£  aad  another  against  Warren,  Bail,  &c. 

Where  the  co- 

&i^  ^^  'I'HIS  was  an  actionof  debt  brought  against  the  defendant 
bail,  was  made  as  bail  of  One  Warren,  A  capias  ad  respondendum  was  issued 
Ib^d!^  d^y  against  the  defendant,  who  resided  at  Albany,  returnable  the 
of  the  term,  third  day  of  the  term,  being  3d  May,  on  which  he  was  arrest- 
SyS^th^ii^  ed'  on  the  2d  Mav.  The  defendant,  in  his  affidavit,  stated, 
the  bail  made  that  until  the  6th  Jifay,  he  supposed  that  the  writ  was  return- 
umii*^tte  ^eS  able  on  the  last  day  of  this  term,  and  that  he  should  have  until 
day  of  the  term,  the  uext  term  to  surrender  the  principal.  That  the  principal 
ed  tb^  ^^t^  ^as  absent,  and  out  of  the  state,  at  the  distance  of  more  than 
tamable  on  the  150  miles  from  Albany,  so  that  it  was  not  possible  to  make  a 
terai^*M°^t&  surrender  within  the  time  required,  or  during  the  present  term. 

he  should  have 

nejrt^^tefm  'to  C.  Bogert,  for  the  defendant,  now  moved  for  a  rule,  allow- 
•arrendcr,  and  ing  the  defendant  until  the  first  day  of  the  next  term,  to  sur- 
^verin;  his  render  the  principal,  and  that  on  making  such  surrender,  aD 
mistake,  it  was  proceedings  against  the  bail  should  be  stayed.  Van  RensseU^ 
JSIST'S  J^  V.  Hopkins,  ^3  Ckiines,  136.)  Boardman  v.  Fowler,  (1  Johns 

render  in  the  8    CaseS,  413.) 
days    in   term.  ' 

as  the  principal 

^^  owt  of  the  H.  Bleecker,  contra,  read  an  affidavit,  stating,  that  the  ea. 
v^^  ^of  mora  '^-  against  the  principal  was  returned  non  est  inv.  at  the  fast 
|ban  ^j^^^  term.  He  contended,  that  as  the  8  days  had  expired  since  the 
^  hddthat  return  of  the  capias  ad  respondendum  against  the  bail,  they 
the  application  were  absolutely  fixed. 

for   relief   wras 
too    late,    and 

n»^  ^  excw  Per  Curiam.  In  the  case  of  Boardman  v.  Fowler,  the  bail 
was  not  ^^  prevented  by  sickness  firom  making  the  surrender  in  time. 
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'  The  excuse  offered  by  the  defendant  is  not  sufficient, 
motion  must  be  denied. 

Rule  refused,  (a) 


The  NEW-TOSK, 

Mav,  1809. 


(a)  Though,  in  Pemuylvaniaf  an  exonerUur  will  not  be  entered  on  the  bail- 
piece,  on  the  ground  that  the  defendant  if  a  lunatic,  and  as  luch  confined  in 
the  hofpital,  even  in  case  the  derangement  is  shown  to  be  a  permanent  malady, 
(Bowerhamk  v.  Payne,  2  l¥a$h!.  C.  C,  Rep.  464.)  vet  the  sickness  of  the  prm- 
dpal  has  been  held,  in  JVeio-  Yorkf  to  be  a  ground  for  enlarging  the  time  for  the 
bail  to  surrender.  Thomas  t.  BudkUy,  5  Csis.  Rep,  25.  imprisonment  of  the 
ynneipal  within  the  slate  may  be,  also,  a  giound  for  enlarging  the  time  for 
surrender,  where  the  bail  are  pressed  with  a  suit ;  (Phcadx  Ins.  Co.  t.  MowaU,  6 
Cow.  Rsp.  599.)  and  where  the  principal  is  sentenced  to  imprisonment  in  the 
stite  prison  of  another  state,  for  a  term  of  years,  (LefUn  t.  FowUr,  18  Johns. 
335.)  the  bail  will  be  entitled  to  an  exoneretur.  So  time  will  be  given  where 
the  bail  is  in  confinement  as  a  debtor  in  another  state.  Ths  People  v.  JVsis- 
York  C.  P.  2  Wend.  Rep.  203.  The  practice  in  the  English  courts  is  stated  to 
be,  as  tbe  ohort  result  of  all  the  determinations,  that,  mierever  the  court  cannot 
ibsolulely  exonerate  the  bail,  and,  either  fh>m  the  constitution  of  the  court 
itself,  or  the  circumstances  of  the  particular  case,  cannot  enable  them  at  once 
to  make  a  formal  render,  they  will,  in  all  practicable  cases  of  a  temporary  im- 
possibility occasioned  by  act  of  law,  and  even  perhaps  in  other  oases,  under 
r;ial  circumstances,  enlarge  the  time  for  making  the  render,  in.  order  to  ffive 
bail  an  opportunity  of  rendering  their  principal,  as  soon  as  it  shall  be  in  tneir 
power  to  do  so.   13  Price*s  Rep.  S33, 3,  in  nods.  1  lUd's  Proet.  293.  (9th  ed.  1826.) 


HOWLAITD 

V. 

Lkhox  and 
Maitlajio 


*HowLAND  and  others  against  Lenox  and  Maitland.      [  •Sll  ] 


ON  a  question,  as  to  the  retaxation  of  the  costs  in  this  cause,     Coeu  of  at. 
the  court  said,  that  where  witnesses  are  brought  from  another  Swseii^^from 
state,  the  time  of  their  attendance  can  only  be  computed  from  another    -ash, 
the  place  of  trial,  coming  and  returning,  to  the  boundary  Hne  ^"^  *****^ 
of  the  state;  and  that   the  distance  must  be  taken  accord- 
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ACMOH.    j^^i^g^j^^  ^^  ^^^^  ]yj^  Denniston  and  others,  agmn^ 
^^""^''  Mary  Denniston. 

A  devise  to  a  THIS  was  an  action  of  ejectment.  The  cause  was  tried  at 
iT^^'ilSiuicilf  ^^^  Orange  circuit,  before  Mr.  Justice  Thompson,  the  5th  Sep- 
void.  tember,  1808,  when  a  verdict  was  taken  for  the  plaintiff,  by 

in'*^*  dJ^lment  co^sent,  subject  to  the  opinion  of  the  court,  on  a  case  contain- 
daims  uUe  as  ing  the  following  facts : 

roSS^^h^  o*iSbt  George  Denniston  died  seised  of  the  premises  in  question,  on 
to  enter  into  tiM  or  about  the  10th  January,  1804,  having  previously  made  his 
J^X.oihSr!  will,  dated  the  21st  December,  1803.  There  were  three  sub- 
wise,  if  he  enters  scribing  Witnesses  to  the  will,  one  of  whom,  George  Denniston, 
wLJ^rui^"hi  w^  ^  s^"'  ^^^  ^  devisee  of  the  testator.  The  defendant  is  the 
cannot    object  widow  of  George  Denniston,  the  witness,  and  in  possession  oi 


^e^m^^-  the  premises  devised  by  the  will  to  James  Denniston,  who  was 
ed  at  the  trial,  also  a  witness  to  the  will.  JamrCs  Denniston  and  James  M. 
WiUcins,  by  their  deed,  dated  the  2d  September,  1808,  conveyed 
the  premises  to  the  defendant.  The  lessors  of  the  plaintiff  are 
heirs  at  law  of  George  Denniston,  the  testator,  and  claim  two 
I  *312]  sixths  of  the  premises.  James  Denniston,  at  the  time  *he  sub- 
scribed the  will  as  a  witness,  was  an  infant,  and  is  now  about 
SO  years  of  age.  There  was  no  proof  of  any  actual  ouster  by 
the  defendant,  except  her  declaration,  made  before  the  com- 
mencement of  the  present  suit,  that  the  lessors  were  not  en- 
titled to  any  part  of  the  premises. 

FisJc,  for  the  plaintiff,  insisted,  that  the  devise  to  James  Dear 
nuton,  the  witness  to  the  will,  was  void  ;  and  that  the  premises 
having  descended  to  the  lessors,  as  the  heirs  at  law  of  George 
Dennuton,  the  plaintiff  was  entitled  to  recover.  He  relied  oD 
the  12th  section  of  the  statute  concerning  wills,  by  which  a 
devise  or  bequest  to  a  witness  to  a  will,  is  declared  to  be  void, 
as  regards  such  witness. 


J.  Radcliff  observed,  that  he  did  not  deny  the  general  nde 
as  founded  on  the  statute,  but  the  question  was,  whether  a  wit- 
ness to  a  will  could  not,  by  a  conveyance  to  a  third  person,  so 
divest  himself  of  his  interest,  as  to  be  a  competent  witness  at 
the  time  of  his  exan^ination,  though  not  so  before.  {Jackson 
ex  dem.  Cooder,  v.  Woods,  1  Johns.  Cases,  163.)  If  the  deviee 
was  void,  oi  initio,  then,  indeed,  there  must  be  an  end  to  the 
question. 

He  contended,  also,  that  the  lessors  of  the  plaintiff,  if  entitled 
to  recover,  must  be  considered  as  tenants  in  common,  and  that 
without  proving  an  actual  ouster,  they  could  not  maintain  this 
action. 
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* 

Per  Curiam.    The  statute  is  peremptory.     It  makes  the  de-  NEW- York, 
vise  to  the  witness  void,  and,  of  course,  no  title  can  exist  under  ^JJ^^J^]^ 
it.    As  the  defendant  claims  under  a  sale  by  the  witness,  as       wood 
devisee,  her  title  must  be  void.  ^J['^ 

The  lessors  claim  an  undivided  part  only,  and  if  they  show 
title  to  any  part,  they  will  recover  pro  tanto.  If  the  defendant 
meant  to  set  up  a  title  as  tenant  in  common,  she  ought  to  have 
entered  into  the  common  rule  specially.  As  she  has  not  done 
so,  it  was  not  necessary  for  the  plaintiff  to  prove  an  actual 
ouster,  (a) 

Judgment  for  the  plaintiff. 

{a)  See  2  SeUan'sPr,  112.    3  Birr.  1896. 


*WooD  against  Hyatt.  [  *  313  ] 

THIS  was  an  action  of  trespass  quare  clauaum  fregit^  for  vvhere -4.,  bar- 
breaking  the  plaintiff's  close,  called  the  south-east  meadow,  in  "« !>•«» »»  po»- 
lot  No.  80,  in  the  township  of  Jwmttt,  on  the  20th  day  of /u/y,  ^^\Qy^\ 
1B05.  The  defendant  pleaded  the  general  issue,  and  liberum  afterwards,  oo 
tenememum.  i^^,  sold  all  bis 

The  cause  was  tried  before  Mr.  Justice  Spencer y  at  the  Seneca  "«*>»,  imeresi, 
circuit,  in  June\  1808.  ^^  JXi'd 

The  principal  fkcts  in  this  case  were  the  same  as  in  that  of  promised  to  de- 
Hyatt  V.  Wood,  (ante,  150.)  The  following  are  all  the  facts  l:;;So„**To^ 
which  it  is  thougnt  necessary  to  state  in  addition  :  Hugh  Jack-  <>"  ^  f^^^  ^av 
urn,  as  witness  for  the  plaintiff,  testified,  that  Jackson  and  uiwiii/^''  ^ 
Bunnel  occupied  that  part  of  the  Green  ferm  which  is  south  *,^**^*S^,^ 
of  the  road,  except  the  pasture  and  the  south-east  meadow ;  Jho'  possewfon 
that  the  plaintiff  occupied  the  pasture  ;  that  the  plaintiff  had  J",^*'^*'^? 
mowed  some  grass  himself  in  the  south-east  meadow,  and  that  was 'the  tenant 
the  witness  mowed  under  the  plaintiff,  in  the  same  meadow,  p<* B* ^a^^' 
for  a  day  or  more,  when  the  defendant  came  to  the  meadow,  ^|J^^  aAer 
and  threatened  to  turn  the  witness  out,  if  he  continued  to  ^  iJL*^"^' 
mow,  when  the  witness  lefl  the  meadow,  and  the  defendant  tenant  at^fl^^ 
mowed  the  grass.  The  plaintiff  had  other  persons  at  work  for  f°^"^  ^ 
him,  in  other  parts  of  the  farm,  in  June,  1805.  jj[  an  wAwL 

Reuben  S.  Morris,  a  witness  for  the  defendant,  testified,  that  P"*  to  *>»  «^- 
on  the  27th  February,  1805,  he  saw  the  defendant  in  posses-  IIi2i*^aintaiii 
sion  of  lot  No.  80.  m  Junius ;  that  Chreen  was  present,  and  ^^p^  ■/f^wt 

'  one  ciaiminr  to 

hokl  luder  A. 
Boeh  a  titfe  b  B.  it  saflSdent  against  all  bat  the  ricbtAil  owmt  }  and  m  aa  action  of  trwpaw  agaiasl 
him,  he  may  plead  libenm  tenementum.    See  anU,  p.  USO. 
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NEW-YORK  gave  his  consent  to  the  defendant,  that  he  should  enter  into 

^^J^fJfJ^L^  possession  ;  that  Green  was  then  in  possession  ;  that  the  pos- 

WooD  session  was  given  to  the  defendant  in  behalf  of  Murray  and 

V.  Mumfordy  and  in  consequence  of  an  agreement  between  them 

TATT.  Q^reen^  and  the  defendant. 

The  judge  charged  the  jury,  that  in  order  to  maintain  the 
action^  it  was  not  sufficient  for  the  plaintiff  to  show  a  *right  to 
the  possession  merely,  but  he  must  prove  that  he  had  the  ac- 
tual possession  at  the  time  of  the  trespass  complained  of,  and 
that  in  his  opinion,  the  weight  of  evidence  was,  that  the  de- 
fendant was  in  the  actual  possession  of  the  south-east  meadow, 
and  that  the  defendant  was  not,  therefore,  liable  to  the  action. 

A  motion  was  no^  made  to  set  aside  the  verdict  and  for  a 
new  trial. 

RiJcer,  for  the  plaintiff,  contended,  that  according  to  the  de- 
cision of  the  court  in  Hyatt  v.  Wood  {ante,  150.^  Wood  must 
be  considered  as  having  a  title,  and  tnat  Green  oeing  a  mere 
tenant  at  sufferance  under  Wood,  the  possession  was  changed, 
by  the  entry  of  Wood  on  the  19th  July,  1805,  and  he  must, 
therefore,  be  considered  as  in  the  actual  possessicm,  so  as  to 
enable  him  to  maintain  trespass. 

Hopkins,  contra,  admitted,  that  the  entry  of  the  landlord 
would  put  an  end  to  the  tenancy  at  sufferance,  and  change  the 
possession  ;  but  he  denied  that  the  plaintiff  had  shown  any  title 
sufficient  to  make  him  a  landlord.  He  said  that  it  was  a  mere 
struggle  between  the  parties  for  the  possession. 

Spencer,  J.  According  to  the  decision  of  the  court,  at  the 
last  term,  Green  is  to  be  considered  as  a  tenant  at  aufferanu, 
and  as  the  defendant  came  into  possession  under  Green,  he 
must  stand  in  the  place  of  Green. 

Van  Ness,  J.  The  court,  in  the  case  of  Hyatt  v.  Wood, 
did  consider,  that  Wood  had  a  sufficient  title  to  support  the 
plea  of  liberum  tenementum,  and  that  Green  was  a  tenant  at 
sufferance.  That  decision,  therefore,  must  be  conclusive  in 
the  present  case. 

Per  Cwriam,     Green  became  a  tenant  at  aiifieraiioe  to  die 

Elaintiff,  after  the  first  day  of  March,  and  the  defendant,  who 
eld  under  Green,  must  be  consider^  as  standing  in  his 
[  *  315  ]  *place,  and  as  also  a  tenant  at  sufferance.  The  entry  of  the 
plaintiff  on  the  locus  in  quo,  before  the  trespass  alleged,  put 
an  end  to  this  tenancy,  and  made  the  defendant  a  trespasoN' 
There  must  be  a  new  trial,  with  costs  to  abide  the  event  of 
the  suit 

New  trial  granted. 
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CASES 


ARGUED  AND  DETERMINED 


IM  THE 


Sttiiirfitie  eottirt  of  3ltt)ri(jitttire 


STATE  OF  NEW-YORK 

or    AUOUIT    TBRMy    IN    THK    THIRTY-FOURTH    TKAR    OF    OUR 
INDKFENDENCE. 


In  the  case  of  John  V.  N.  Yates. 

ON  the  second  day  of  the  last  February  tenn,  Emmet  moved  Wbera  a  sheriff 
for  a  habeas  corpus,  to  bring  up  the  body  of  John  V.  N.  Yates^  J^^  ^^JJJJ 
a  prisoner  in  the  custody  of  the  sheriff  *of.il2&any.  The  motion  r  «  3^g  -i 
wasffrounded  on  sundry  affidavits  which  were  read.  *"    y.  /^ 

T%e  court  said,  that  as  it  was  a  matter  of  importance,  they  beSTuie  prison- 
woald  take  until  the  next  day,  at  the  opening  of  the  court,  to  ^  ordS^t£j 
consider  whether  it  was  proper  to  grant  the  motion.  coZt  of  Cban- 

eery,  which  or- 

Emmet  then  prayed  that  the  prisoner  might  be  admitted  to  a  former  «u 
bail  in  the  mean  time.  tachmenL  leu 

tm;  forth  the 
^froondsofcom- 
■HBent.  end  fioai  which  the  prisoner  had  been  discharged  by  a  Jndce  of  this  court  in  vacation,  on 
ioolhfT  nabtas  corpus,  and  the  sheriff  also  returned  the  attachment  and  proceedings  prior  to  the  last 
order  of  commitment ;  it  was  held,  that  the  sheriff  could  not  return  the  true  cause  of  caption,  without  also 
Hatii^  the  original  attachment  and  subsequent  orders,  and  thai  the  whole  return  might  be  received,  and 
ttammed  into  by  the  court. 

A  cfiseharge  of  a  prisoner,  committed  by  an  order  of  the  Court  of  Chancery,  by  a  Judce  of  this  court,  in 
vacataoa.  on  kakeat  corvtu^  is  not  oonchisive,  either  upon  the  Court  of  Chancery,  or  this  court)  and  the 
prisoner  may,  aAer  sucn  discharge,  be  afain  committed  for  the  same  cause. 

Where  A.  B.,  who  was  a  master  in  chancery,  was  committed  by  the  chancellor,  and  the  order  of  com- 
■ilBDeat  slated  that  A,  B,,  while  he  was  roaster,  filed  a  bill,  to  which  he  subscribed  the  name  of  C.  i>.,ooe 
of  the  solicitors  of  the  court,  without  his  knowledge  or  consent,  and  prosecuted  the  cause  in  his  name, 
"coolrary  to  the  statute  in  such  case  made  and  provided,  in  wufid  violation  of  his  duty  as  master,  and  m 
attempt  of  the  authority  of  the  court,''  and  "tor  the  said  malpractice  and  contempt,''  the  said  A,  B. 


lempt  of  the  autbonty  of  the  court,"  and  "for  the  said  malpractice  and  contempt,"  the  said  A,  B, 
I  ordered  to  be  "  committed  to  gaol,  there  to  remain  until  the  further  order  of  the  court"  It  was  held 
that  this  was  a  legal  and  valid  commitment  for  a  eonUmjpt^  even  if  the  party  might  have  been  bdicted  ibr 
M  otfeaee  against  the  statute  cooceraiag  eoooseUon,  soliators  and  attorneys.  But  whether  it  is  an  indiet- 
able  ofleace  within  that  statute,  fiurrc. 

This  court  has  no  power  to  duehaige  a  person  committed  by  the  Court  of  Chancery  ibr  acontempt;  and 
it  wiU  prasume  that  the  proceedings  of  that  court  were  legal,  luid  that  the  conviction  Ibr  the  eoatenpl 
was  GO  sufficient  and  legal  evidence. 
A  commitment,  "uatfl  the  fiuther  order  of  the  couit,"  If  good. 
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ALBANY,        Kent,  Ch.  J.    Until  the  party  is  actually  before  us,  on  a 

August,  1809.   ^ajg^  corpusy  we  cannot  admit  to  bail,  and  we  do  not  think 

Case  of       proper  to  allow  the  writ,  without  scHne  consultation  on  the 

J. V.N. Yates,  case. 

The  writ  of  haheas  corpus  having  been  allowed,  on  the  fol- 
lowing day,  the  prisoner  was  afterwards,  {Thwrsday,  the  9th 
Febi-uaryA  brought  up,  and  the  following  return  was  made  by 
the  sheriti:  That  the  prisoner  was,  on  the  7th  day  of  February^ 
arrested  by  him,  and  in  his  custody,  by  virtue  of  an  order  of 
the  Court  of  Chancery,  made  the  5th  day  of  December^  1808, 
which  states,  that  the  Court  of  Chancery  did,  on  the  20th  day 
of  September  last,  make  another  order,  as  follows,  to  wit 
"  Upon  reading  the  order  made  in  this  matter  on  the  5th  day 
of  September,  and  the  certificate  of  the  sheriff,  stating,  *  that 
on  the  12th  September ^  he  had  arrested  the  defendant,  and  that 
by  virtue  of  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus,  Judge  Spencer  did,  on  the 
same  day,  discharge  him  on  the  ground,  that  the  original  cause 
of  the  caption  was  illegal,  and  that  the  taking  and  detaining  him, 
for  the  same  matter,  "  was  illegal  and  unwarrantable,  and  sub- 
versive of  the  liberties  of  the  citizens  ;"  that  as  the  commitment 
for  the  malpractice  and  contempt,  before  adjudged  by  the 
f  *319  ]  court  to  have  been  committed  by  the  defendant,  has  *not  been 
remitted  by  the  court,  nor  the  said  contempt  purged,  and  the 
court,  deeming  the  discharge  repugnant  to  the  laws  of  this  state, 
and  void,  ordered  that  the  sheriff  retake  the  defendant,  and 
recommit  him,  for  his  contempt  and  malpractice,  as,  in  the 
attachment  before  issued,  was  commanded,  there  to  remain, 
until  the  further  Order  of  the  court ;'  and  the  sheriff  having 
returned  to  the  said  order  of  the  20th  Septembery  that  the  de- 
fendant was  not  found,  it  is,  therefore,  ordered  that  the  sheriff 
retake  the  defendant  and  recommit  him  for  his  contempt  and 
malpractice,  &c.,  there  to  remain  until  the  further  order  of 
the  court." 

The  sheriff  further  certified,  and  returned  to  the  habeas  corpus, 
that  the  writ  of  attachment,  referred  to  in  the  foregoing  order, 
was  dated  the  17th  August,  and  is  as  follows  :  "  Whereas,  in 
and  by  a  certain  order  of  the  court,  on  the  13th  JunCy  in  the 
matter  of  complaint  of  Samuel  Bacon  against  the  defendant,  it 
is  set  forth,  that  upon  reading  the  affidavits  of  Samuel  Baam^ 
Peter  W.  Yates,  and  Richard  S.  Treat,  and  upon  fiilly  consid- 
ering the  subject-matter  thereof,  it  appeared  satisfactorily  to 
the  court,  that  the  defendant,  during  the  time  he  was  a  master 
of  the  court,  had  filed  a  bill  of  complaint  with  Richard  S.  Treat, 
one  of  the  clerks,  in  behalf  of  Samuel  Bacon,  Complainant, 
against  Henry  Garretse  and  Charles  Morris,  as  defendants,  and 
thereto  subscribed  the  name  of  Peter  W,  Yates,  one  of  the  so- 
licitors of  this  court,  without  the  knowledge  or  consent  of  the 
said  Peter  W.  Yates,  and  had  acted  as  a  solicitor  in  the  said 
cause,  in  the  prosecution  thereof,  in  the  name  of  the  said  Peter 
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W.  TateSf  contrary  to  the  statute  in  that  case  made  and  pro-     ALBANY, 
vided,  in  wilfiil  yiolation  of  his  duty  as  master,  and  in  con-  „^^^^J^^ 
tempt  of  the  authority  of  this  court;  it  was  therefore  ordered       Case  of 
by  the  court,  among  other  things,  that  the  defendant  be  com-  J.v.N.Tatm. 
mitted,  for  his  said  malpractice  and  contempt,  to  gaol,  there 
to  remain,  until  the  further  order  *of  the  court ;  therefore  the       [  *320  1 
court  commanded  the  sheriff  to  attach  the  defendant,  and 
convey  him  to  gaol,  there  to  remain  until  the  further  order  of 
the  court.'* 

And  the  sheriff  further  certified,  and  returned,  that  the  de- 
fendant was  discharged,  on  a  habeas  corpus^  by  Mr.  Justice 
Spencer,  after  being  arrested  on  the  said  wHt  of  attachment, 
on  the  19th  Augwt^  and  the  judge  certified  in  his  discharge, 
that,  "it  having  been  made  satisfactorily  to  appear  to  him, 
that  the  said  commitment  was  not  for  any  contempt  committed 
by  the  defendant,  towards  the  said  court,  but  that  the  same 
was  for  an  alleged  malpractice,  on  the  part  of  the  defendant, 
as  a  master  in  chancery,  in  using  the  name  of  Ptter  W.  Yates^ 
as  a  solicitor,  in  a  certain  cause,  without  his  consent,  and  in 
violation  of  Uie  9th  section  of  the  act,  concerning  counsellors, 
attorneys  and  solicitors,  (24  Sess.  c.  32.  Revised  Statutes,  2d 
vol.  p.  287.)  &c.,  he  was  of  opinion,  that  the  commitment 
was  illegal  and  unprecedented." 

The  sheriff  further  certified,  and  returned,  that  the  order 
of  the  5th  September  was  as  follows :  to  vnt,  "  Upon  reading 
and  fiUng  the  attachment  aforesaid,  and  the  return  thereon,  stat- 
ing the  discharge  aforesaid,  and  due  deliberation  having  been 
had  thereon,  and  the  court  deeming  the  said  discharge  repug- 
nant to  the  laws  of  the  state,  legally  inoperative  and  void,  it 
is  ordered  that  the  sheriff  retake  the  defendant,  and  recommit 
him  for  his  contempt  and  malpractice,  as  in  the  said  attach- 
inent  he  was  commanded,  there  to  remain  until  the  further 
order  of  the  court"  ' 

The  sheriff  further  certified,  and  returned,  that  the  defend- 
ant was  taken  on  the  said  order,  and  again  discharged  by  Mr. 
Justice  iS^pencer,  on  aAaiea5C0f7m«,onthe  12th  Sqftemberj  who 
certified  in  his  discharge,  as  loUows,  to  wit :  '^  It  appearing 
that  the  defendant  has  been  again  taken  and  imprisoned,  for 
the  same  matter  and  cause,  whereon  he  was  imprisoned,  when 
discharged  on  ^habeas  corpm,  on  the  19th  Augtut^  I  am  of  [*  381  ] 
opinion,  not  only  that  the  original  cause  of  the  caption  of  the 
defendant  was  illegal,  but  that  the  taking  and  detaining  him 
on  the  said  order  was  illegal  and  unwarrantable,  and  subver- 
sive of  the  liberties  of  the  citizens ;"  and  he,  therefore,  dis- 
charged him. 

The  sheriff  also  certified,  and  returned,  that  afler  the  last 
discharge,  by  Mr.  Justice  J^encerj  the  order  first  above-men- 
tioned was  received  by  him,  by  virtue  of  which  order  he  took 
the  defendant,  on  the  7th  day  of  February^  inst,  and  still  detains 
him  in  his  custody,  &c. 
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CASES  IN  THE  SUPREME  COURT 

ALBANY,         After  the  return  was  read,  the  chief  justice  observed,  that 

August,  1809.   there  were  many  matters  stated  by  the  sherifT,  which  related 

Case  of       to  proceedings  prior  to  the  commitment  on  which  the  prisoner 

J.V.N.TAtEs.  was  now  brought  up,  by  the  habeas  corpus^  and  it  might  be  a 

question,  whether  the  papers,  as  to  such  previous  proceedings, 

were  to  be  filed,  or  rejected  as  surplusage. 

Emmet  said,  that  as  this  was  the  return  of  the  officer,  the 
only  question  was,  whether  the  return  was  sufficient.  Leave 
is  sometimes  given  to  amend  a  return,  but  he  thought  no  part 
of  it  could  be  struck  out,  or  rejected  as  surplusage.  Besides, 
as  there  was  a  reference  in  the  last  order  of  commitment  to 
the  previous  proceedings,  it  was  highly  proper,  if  not  neces- 
sary, to  set  out  the  whole  proceedings  m  the  return. 

After  some  conversation,  it  was  agreed,  that  the  return 
should  be  filed  as  it  stood,  and  the  motion  for  the  discharge 
of  the  prisoner  be  heard  on  the  merits,  reserving  the  question 
as  to  striking  out,  or  rejecting,  any  part  of  the  return,  to  be  de- 
cided afterwards.  The  whole  return  was  accordingly  filed, 
and  the  counsel  for  the  prisoner  moved  that  he  should  be  dis- 
charged. 

[  *322]  *  Emmet,    [Champlin  (a)  also  argued  in  support  of  the  mo- 

tion.] I  shall  first  examme  the  return  as  relates  to  the  last 
order  of  commitment  only.  It  is  bad,  on  the  face  of  it.  It 
is  an  ordevy  not  a  torit  or  warrant.  It  is  a  mere  rule  of  court, 
directed  to  an  officer  who  is  not  bound  to  obey  it.  An  offi- 
cer cannot  take  a  person  into  custody,  except  by  a  writ  issued 
by  the  court.  In  fact,  this  order  refers  to  an  original  writ  of 
attachment.  Where  there  is  an  offence,  in  the  face  of  the 
court,  yet,  if  the  offender  goes  out  of  court,  before  he  is  taken 
on  an  order,  he  can,  afterwards,  be  taken  only  by  writ.  (JaaA^t 
Law  Dictionary,  Attachment,)  The  highest  auUiority  is  requi- 
site to  deprive  a  person  of  his  liberty.  It  must  emanate  from 
the  court  having  cognizance  of  the  offence.  There  can  be 
no  execution  executed,  except  by  writ.  In  no  case  will  a  mere 
order  justify  the  retaking  of  a  person,  although  the  original 
taking  was  by  writ ;  but  there  must  be  an  alias  writ,  or  writ 
of  recaption.  The  first  writ  was  returned,  and  so  wmBjimtchu 
officio.     It  could  not  be  revived  or  renewed  by  an  order;   but 

^  a  new  writ  was  requicute  to  retake  the  prisoner. 

Another  objection  is,  that  a  person  who  had  been  disch&rged 
on  a  habeas  corpus,  has  been  taken  into  custody,  a  second 
time,  for  the  same  ofience,  in  violation  of  the  habeas  corjms 
act     (24  sess.  c.  65.     First  vd.  Laws,  286.     Second  volume 

(a)  It  has  not  been  tfaooght  requisite  to  give  his  argument  separately ;  Emwui 
took  a  more  extensive  yiew  of  the  sabj|ect,  and,  to  avoid  repetition,  I  have  en- 
deavored to  report  the  whole  as  one  entite  argument,  and  as  fully  as  possible.  K. 
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Bmsid  Statutes y  page  571.)  This  raiBes  the  question,  how  ALBANY, 
fiir  Mr.  Justice  Spencer  was  authorized  to  investigate  the  ^^^;||M^ 
grottod  of  the  commitment.  There  is  some  difference  in  the  caso  of 
words  used  in  our  act,  and  in  the  English  habeas  corpus  act.  J.v.n.Yate» 
(31  Car.  II.  c.  2.)  The  language  of  the  former  is,  "If  any  per- 
800  be  imprisoned  as  aforesaid,  in  vacation  time,  it  shaU  be 
Uwfal,"  (^c.  In  the  latter,  the  words  are,  **If  any  person 
shall  be  or  stand  coniniitted  or  detained  for  any  crime."  A 
bill  having  been  brought  into  the  English  ^parliament,  tlie  [  *  323  ] 
opinion  of  the  twelve  judges  was  taken,  whether  a  judge,  in 
vacation,  could  issue  a  habeas  corpus,  and  they  were  of  opin- 
ion that  he  could  not,  unless  the  party  was  committed  for  a 
crime.  Our  act,  in  reference,  no  doubt,  to  that  decision;  gen- 
eralizes the  law,  omitting  the  words, "  for  any  crime."  What, 
then,  is  the  operation  of  the  habeas  corpus  act,  on  the  power 
of  a  judge,  in  vacation.'*  Most  clearly,  that  of  giving,  except 
for  the  purpose  of  bailing  a  traitor  or  felon,  to  a  single  judge, 
ia  vacation,  a  power  co-extensive  with  that  of  this  court,  in 
temi  time.  If,  then,  this  court  has  the  power  now  to  inquire 
iato  the  grounds  of  the  commitment,  it  follows,  that  a  judge, 
in  vacation,  has  the  same  power.  The  exception  is,  "  Other 
than  persons  convict  or  in  execution  by  legal  process,  or  com- 
mitted for  treason  or  felony,  plainly  and  specially  expressed  in 
the  warrant  of  commitment.**  Who  is  to  decide  on  the  le- 
gality of  the  process  ?  The  judge.  To  prove  that  the  dis- 
charge was  improper,  it  must  be  shown,  that  Mr.  Yates  was 
confined  by  legal  process.  Then  what  was  the  process  ?  If  the 
last  order  of  commitment,  it  is  defective  in  not  showing  that  the 
first  process  was  legal ;  but  it  does  not  even  set  forth  that  process. 

Then,  will  a  discharge  by  this  court,  under  a  habeas  corpus^ 
prevent  a  person's  being  taken,  and  imprisoned  a  second  time, 
for  the  same  offence  ?  The  5th  section  of  the  act  declares, 
"  That  no  person  who  shall  be  set  at  large  upon  any  habeas 
corpusj  shall  be  again  imprisoned  for  the  same  offence,  unless 
by  the  legal  order  or  process  of  the  court  wherein  he  is  bound 
by  recognizance  to  appear,  or  other  court  having  jurisdiction 
of  the  cause."  These  words  are  explained  by  the  3d  section, 
which  directs  the  judge  ^^  to  discharge  the  pnsoner,  on  taking 
bis  recognizance,  &c.  for  his  appearance  at  the  next  court 
where  the  offence  is  properly  cognizable." — ^^  Unless  it  shall 
appear  to  the  judge,  that  such  prisoner  is  detained  ^pon  a  [  *  324  ] 
l^gal  process  out  of  some  court  having  jurisdiction  of  criminal 
matterss^  or  bj^  some  warrant  under  the  hand  and  seal  of  a 
judge,  or  justice,  for  some  matter  or  offence  for  which,  by 
law,  the  prisoner  is  not  bailable." 

The  only  mode  in  which  a  person,  once  discharged  on  a  ha* 
(coi  corpus,  can  be  agmn  taken,  is  by  the  process  of  the  court 
to  whom  the  fecqgnizanee  is  returned,  or  by  a  court  having 
criminal  jurisdiction,  or  by  a  warrant  under  the  hand  and  setu 
^^  judge,  or  justice,  br  a  matter  or  offepce  not  bailable. 
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ALBANY,        Whether  the  discharge  by  the  judge  was  erroneous  or  not^ 

,^^l}^^  can  make  no  difTerence,  if  he  had  competent  authority  to  di§^ 

Case  of       charge  in  the  case.     And  a  person  once  discharged  by  conn 

J.V.N. Yates,  petent  authority,  can  never  be  again  taken,  unless  in  the  cases 

excepted  in  the  act. 

Another  objection  is  to  the  generality  of  the  terms  of  this 
commitment.  It  is  for  malpractice  and  contempt,  without 
specifying  in  what  the  malpractice  and  contempt  consisted. 
A  commitment,  for  a  contempt  generally,  or  for  treason  or  fel- 
ony, is  bad ;  for  the  court,  on  the  return,  are  to  judge  whether 
there  be  a  contempt,  treason  or  felony.  In  the  Earl  of  Shafit- 
bury's  case  (1  Mod.  144.  Vaugh.  14.  2  Inst  52,  53.  55.6 RolL 
218.  Moore y  839.)  the  same  objection  was  made  to  the  return 
to  the  habeas  corpus^  and  though  the  court  decided  that  they 
had  no  jurisdiction,  yet  they  had  no  doubt  that  the  return  was 
illegal  and  bad.  Sir  Thomas  Jones  said,  "  Such  a  return,  made 
by  an  ordinary  court  of  justice,  would  have  been  ill  and  uncer- 
t^n ;  but  that  they  ought  not  to  judge  of  any  law,  custom  or 
usage  of  parliament."  All  the  cases  where  a  general  retoni 
has  been  supported,  have  arisen  under  a  commitment  by  order 
of  parliament,  and  where  the  court  would  not  take  upon 
themselves  to  know  or  decide  on  the  law  of  parliament.  But 
the  rule  on  this  subject  applies  to  a  commitment  by  the  Court 
of  Chancery.  For  this  court  has  the  power  to  inquire  into  and 
f*325]  decide  on  commitments  *by  the  chancellor,  who*  has  equal 
power  also  to  inquire  into  commitments  by  this  court  {Dr, 
ChreonveWs  case,  1  Ld.  Ravm.  213.)  This  is  necessary,  in  order 
to  preserve  the  liberties  of  the  citizen.  Unless  the  court,  then, 
examine  into  the  original  attachment,  referred  to  in  the  last 
order,  we  must  avail  ourselves  of  the  objection  to  the  gener- 
ality of  the  return. 

I  shall  now  proceed  to  examine  the  original  Mrarrant  of 
commitment,  which,  if  it  is  not  to  be  considered  as  a  part 
of  the  return,  may  yet  be  taken  into  view,  as  matter  alixmde 
appearing  from  affidavits.  There  are  three  objections  to  this 
commitment,  arising  on  the  return. 

1.  That  the  matter  laid  to  the  prisoner's  charge  is  a  crime, 
prohibited  by  the  statute,  and  therefore,  as  such,  is  not  at  all 
cognizable  in  the  Court  of  Chancery,  which  has  no  criminal 
jurisdiction ;  nor  is  it  punishable  any  where  by  an  attachment 
for  a  contempt 

2.  That  the  conviction  is  founded  upon  evidence  which  the 
law  does  not  hold  sufficient  to  warrant  a  conviction,  even  for 
a  contempt. 

3.  That  the  imprisonment,  being  in  execution  on  convictionj 
should  be  definite  and  terminable^  either  by  effluxion  of  time,  or 
on  the  doin^  of  some  act  by  the  prisoner :  and  cannot  be  un- 
certain and  mdeiinite,  as  until  the  further  order  of  the  authority 
infficting  it. 

I.  In  discussing  the  first  objection^  it  is  necessary,  for  the 
278 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


OP.  THE  STATE  OP  NEW-YORK.  396 

sAe  of  the  argument,  to  admit  the  truth  of  the  facts ;  but    Albany, 
this  admission  is  merely  technical,  because  we  are   not,   in  ^^^JUTj-i^J^ 
this  course  of  the  proceedings,  permitted  to  deny  or  disprove       csm  of 
them.  J.V.N.  YATii. 

By  referring  to  the  words  of  the  order  for  the  commitment, 
it  will  be  seen,  that  there  are  many  particular  facts  charged, 
the  whole  of  which  constitute  one  offence.  After  reciting  the 
particulars,  it  is  ordered,  that  the  prisoner  be  conunitted  '<  for 
the  said  malpractice  and  contempt."  The  whole  of  the  facts 
form  one  nialpraciicey  *which,  because  it  was  a  malpractice,  is  [  *  326  ] 
also  a  contempt.  For,  on  the  face  of  the  allegations,  it  is  man- 
ifest, that  nothing  was  done  by  the  prisoner  which,  in  itself, 
directly,  was  a.cqntempt;  but  it  was  so,  collaterally,  and  only 
because  it  was  a  malpractice.  If  the  word  "  therefore"  be 
inserted  in  the  antecedent  sentence,  after  the  word ''  and,"  and 
before  the  words  "  in  contempt,"  it  will  be  seen  that  the  con- 
tempt was  no  more  than  a  matter  of  inference  from  the  mis- 
conduct. This  one  offence,  or  malpractice,  is  characterized^ 
as  being  contrary  to  the  statute,  in  wilful  violation  of  his  duty, 
as  a  master,  and,  therefore,  in  contempt  of  the  court ;  and,  as 
the  circumstance  which  constituted  the  criminality  intended  to 
be  punished,  it  is  set  forth  that  the  prisoner  did  the  acts,  spe- 
cified in  the  order,  '^  during  the  time  he  was  a  master  of  the 
said  court." 

The  facts'  alleged  have  no  reference  to  any  nonfeasance  or 
misconduct  in  regard  to  acts  which  he  was  required  and  bound 
to  perform,  as  master.  The  words,  "  in  wilful  violation  of  his 
duty  as  master,"  have,  therefore,  no  truth,  unless  those  acts 
were  a  violation  of  his  duty,  because  they  were  contrary  to  the 
statute.  The  result  of  the  whole  allegation  is  this  :  The  pris- 
oner, by  doing  certain  acts,  during  the  time  he  was  a  master 
of  the  Court  of  Chancery,  was  guilty  of  malpractice,  or  anf 
ofience  against  the  statute,  and,  therefore,  in  contempt  of  the 
authority  of  the  court. 

The  9tb  section  of  the  statute  (24  Sess.  c.  32.  Laws,  vol.  1. 
S.19. 1  jR.  S.  109.)  concerning  counsellors,  attorneys  and  soli- 
citors, prohibits  masters  from  acting  as  counsellors  or  solicitors 
in  any  action  or  matter  in  the  same  court ;  and  the  6th  sec- 
tion enacts,  "  That  if  any  counsellor,  attorney  or  solicitor  be 
guilty  of  any  manner  of  deceit  or  collusion,  (1  Rev,  Stat  109. 
2  Rev.  Stat.  283.)  or  consenting  thereto,  whereby  to  deceive 
the  court  or  the  party,  he  shall  be  punished  by  fine  and  impris- 
onment." (See  1  Com.  Dig.  Attorney,  B.  14.) 

*In  consequence  of  its  having  been  made  an  indictable  of-  [  *  827] 
fence,  it  ceased  to  be  co^izable  in  the  Court  of  Chancery, 
which  has  no'^criminal  junsdiction.  That  court  can,  undoubt- 
edly, conunit  for  contempts.  It  is  its  ordinary  process  for 
compelling  appearance,  answers,  and  obedience  to  its  de- 
crees. 

In  the  case  of  Crosby,  (3  WUs.  188.)  Lord  Ch.  J.  De  Grey, 

•     879^  , 
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ALBAlfT,    when  deciding  in  fiivor  of  the  right  of  the  house  of  conunoos 

^^^JI^J^^JJ^  to  commit,  and  that  the  court  could  not  interfere,  says,  "As 

Case  of       for  the  case  of  the  chancery  committing  for  crimes,  that  is  a 

lv.n.Yatbi.  different  thing,  because  the  chancery  has  no  criminal  jurisdicF 

tion."     In  truth,  this  objection  is  peculiarly  apoUcable  to  that 

court  where  only  one  judge  presides. 

'  But  in  no  court  is  a  criminal  matter,  which  is  plainly  and 

obviously  the  subject  of  indictment,  punishable  as  a  contempt, 

except  a  rescue^  and  a  breach  of  the  peace,  in  fade  curiae  both 

of  which  are  direct  contempts  against  the  power  of  the  court, 

in  which  the  criminal  matter  is  merged,  if  it  may  be  so  said, 

in  the  atrocity  of  the  contempt. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  a  party  may  be  indicted,  as  well  as 
attached,  for  a  rescue.  There  are  some  anomalies  relative  to 
the  cases  of  rescue,  which  it  is  not  requisite  to  take  notice  of 
here.  Suppose  a  rescue  of  a  person  in  custody  on  a  charge 
of  felony,  is  the  rescuer  to  be  proceeded  against  by  attai^ 
ment  f  In  civil  cases  there  must  be  a  return  of  the  rescue  be- 
fore an  attachment  will  issue.  (Sheather  v.  HoU^  I  Str.  531. 
6  Mod.  141.)  A  return  of  a  rescue  is  a  conviction  on  record, 
and  no  attachment  can  issue  until  a  return,  or  conviction  on 
record,  which  is  not  traversable.  (6  Bac.  Abr.  Rescue^  E. 
3.  Cases  temp.  Hardw.  112.  Y.  B.  Hen.  VII.  21.  pi.  5.)  In 
the  case  of  Rex  v.  Philips  and  others^  [Barnes^  429,  430.)  it 
was  decided,  that  as  the  return  of  a  rescue  amounted  to  a 
conviction,  the  attachment  was  in  nature  of  an  execution,  or 
capias  pro  fine,  and  therefore  the  party  could  not  be  allowed 
to  enter  into  recognizance,  to  answer  interrogatories  on  such 
[*3528]  an  attachment  A  recognizance  ^may  be  culowed,  until  the 
action  of  the  party  against  the  sheriff  for  a  false  return  has 
been  tried. 

•  In  the  case  of  a  contempt,  in  facie  curia,  the  court  is  au- 
thorized, on  its  own  view  of  the  transaction,  to  make  a  record 
of  conviction,  and  inflict  a  peculiar  penalty,  which  a  mere 
breach  of  the  peace,  in  the  same  degree,  would  never  warrant 
So,  for  an  indecent  disturbance  in  the  face  of  the  court,  it 
inflicts  a  fine  and  imprisonment,  which  the  same  disturbance, 
in  any  other  place,  would  not  justify.  As  in  the  case  of  the 
Kin^  V.  »Si^<me,  (6  Term  Rep.  530.)  when  the  jury  had  acquit- 
ted Mr.  Stoncy  a  person  present  threw  up  his  hat  and  hallooed; 
he  was  taken  into  custody  and  fined  20  pounds.  But  cases  of 
both  these  kinds  have  three  characteristics ;  1.  They  are  direct 
contempts  of  the  power  of  the  court  2.  The  enormity  of 
the  contempt  merges  the  crime.  3.  There  is  no  necessitv  to 
establish  the  truth  of  the  fiict  by  the  intervention  of  the  jury. 
The  loss  of  a  trial  by  jury  is  no  injury  to  the  offender,  for  as 
there  is  no  accusation,  there  can  be  no  plea,  or  denial  of  the 
fact.  The  whole  of  the  record  is  a  conviction,  on  view,  for 
matters  of  which  the  court  haye  jtuUcial  cognizance^  the  highest 
certainty  of  the  law. 
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Setting  aside,  however,  those  cases,  principle,  as  well  as     Albany, 
aathority,  opj)oses  the  summary  punishment  by  attachment,  as  ,^j^^*J^ 
for  a  constructive  contempt,  of  indictable  offences.     In  every       c^e  of 
case  of  such  an  offence,  the  accused  is  entitled  to  the  inter-  J.v.n.Yati« 
vention  of  a  srand  and  petit  jury,  secured  to  him  by  the  con- 
stitution and  TaWs  of  the  land. 

The  constitution  of  the  United  State$y  (Art.  3.  s.  2.)  says, 
''The  trial  of  all  crimes,*  except  in  cases  of  impeachment,  shall 
be  by  jury."  The  constitution  of  this  state,  (art.  41.)  says, 
"  Trial  by  jury,  in  all  cases  in  which  it  hath  heretofore  been 
used  in  the  colony  of  New-YorJc,  shall  be  established,  and  re- 
main inviolate  for  *ever."  And  the  act  concerning  the  rights  [.*  329  | 
of  the  citizens  of  this  state,  declares,  <'  that  no  citizen  of  this 
state  shall  be  taken,  or  imprisoned,  for  any  offence,  upon  peti- ,  * 
turn  or  suggestion^  unless  it  be  by  indictment,  or  presentment 
of  good  and  lawibl  men  of  the  same  neighborhood  where  such 
deeds  be  done,  in  due  manner,  or  by  due  process  of  law.'' — 
Attachment  is  on  a  suggestion,  (See  1  Bac.  Abr.  282.  At- 
tackment.  1  Com.  Dig.  593.  Attachment.)  The  clause  in  the 
act  last  cited,  does  not  interfere  with  convictions  on  view,  or 
on  return  of  a  rescue,  already  mentioned,  nor  does  this  act 
prohibit  attachments,  except  for  offences.  Besides,  could  the 
prisoner  plead  his  imprisonment  under  this  warrant,  in  bar  of 
his  being  tried  for  the  same  offence  by  indictment.^  How  had 
he  the  benefit  of  the  6th  article  of  the  amendment  of  the  con- 
stitution of  the  United  States,  which  says,  inter  alia,  that  in 
an  criminal  prosecutions  the  accused  shall  have  compulsory 
process  for  obtaining  witnesses  in  his  favor  ? 

These,  or  similar  reasons,  have  established  the  same  princi- 
ples in  England.  In  Hawk.  P.  C.  h.  2.  c.  22.  (vol.  3.  pp. 
280.  285.)  the  various  cases  are  laid  down  in  which  jurors  may 
be  attached  and  fined,  but  in  s.  21.  and  s.  22.  certain  cases 
are  stated  in  which,  he  thinks,  they  may  be  fined,  unless  an 
attaint  lies  against  them;  and  in  s.  23.  he  says,  ^<  If  a  jury^shall 
refuse  to  find  an  office  for  the  king,  upon  full  evidence,  it 
hath  been  holden,  that  they  may  be  fined,  for  that,  in  such 
case,  they  are  not  liable  to  an  attaint."  Now,  an  attaint  is 
the  ancient  criminal  mode  of  prosecuting  a  jury  for  certain 
misconduct,  and  the  meaning  of  all  those  passages,  taken 
together,  is,  that  jurors  may  be  attached  for  such  misconduct 
as  does  not  subject  them  to  be  proceeded  against  regularly,  by 
criminal  prosecution ;  but  that  they  cannot  be  attached  for 
such  misbehavior  as  renders  them  liable  to  be  prosecuted 
criminally. 

•In  Uie  Gaoler  of  ^^rewsbury's  case,  (1  Sir.  532.)  an  attach-  [  *  330  ] 
ment  was  moved  for  against  him,  for  a  voluntary  escape  of 
one  in  execution  for  obstructing  an  excise  oflScer  in  the  execu- 
tion of  his  office  ;  but  the  court  refused  to  grant  it,  there  be- 
ing no  precedent  for  that  purpose ;  they,  however,  ordered 
him  to  show  cause  why  there  should  not  be  an  information. 

Vol.  IV.  36  981 
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ALBANY,     In  an  anonj/t/unu  case,  in  the  same  book,  {Ibid.  384.)  two 

Aognit,M».   people  put  m  bail,  in  feigned  names,  and  beonuse  there  were 

Cine  of       no  such  persous,  they  could  not  be  prosecuted  for  personating 

J  v.if.YATXf*  bail,  on  the  statute  of  Jac.  I.  c.  SNS.     So  the  court  ordered 

them  and  the  attorney  to  be  set  in  the  pillory. 

If  we  compare  the  act  for  regulating  attorneys,  &c  with 
somewhat  of  a  correspondent  statute  in  England,  it  may  lead 
to  the  opinion,  that  the  English  legislature  were  awarr  that 
the  passing  of  such  a  law  would  take  away  the  power  of 
attaching,  unless  specially,  reserved.  By  the  22  Geo.  11.  c. 
46.  s.  2.  if  any  attorney,  or  solicitor,  should  act  as  agent  for 
•  a  person  not  qualified,  dLc,  ^*  and  complaint  be  made  thereof, 
in  a  summary  way,  to  the  court  from  whence  such  process  did 
*  issue,  and  proof  made  thereof,  upon  oath,  to  the  satisfaction 
of  the  court,  then  every  such  attorney,  or  solicitor,  so  ofiend- 
ing,  shall  be  struck  off  the  roll,"  &c.,  "and  upon  such  com- 
plaint and  proof,  the  court  may  commit  such  unqualified 
person,  so  practising,  to  the  prison  of  the  said  court,  for  a 
time  not  exceeding  one  year."  Thus,  in  England,  when  the 
legislature  interfered  in  a  similar  case,  it  expressly  gave  the 
power  of  proceeding  summarily,  and  committing  the  unquali- 
fied person  that  practised ;  which  our  act  does  not. 

Baron  Comyns,  (I  Com,  Dig.  Attachment,  A.  3.)  in  men- 
tioning what  is  not  a  contempt,  lays  it  down,  that  an  attach- 
ment will  not  be  granted,  where  there  is  another  remedy, 
unless  that  remedy  be  difficult  to  obtain.  By  this  he  undoubt- 
edly means  a  civil  remedy,  where  discretion  may  be  exercised. 
*  331  ]  As  in  the  *case  of  Hanslow  and  wife  v.  Roberts  and  others, 
{Barnes,  27.)  a  motion  was  made  by  Chapph,  for  an  attach- 
ment against  CoTistable,  for  acting  as  an  attorney,  without 
being  sworn ;  and  the  court  denied  making  any  rule,  as  a 
penalty  of  50  pounds  was  laid  on  the  defendant,  by  act  of  par- 
liament. And  in  Stock  v.  Huggins  and  another,  {Rep,  temp. 
Hardw.  106.)  on  a  motion  for  an  attc^chment  in  disobeying  an 
award,  the  plaintiff  having  brought  an  action  of  debt  on  the 
award  itself,  the  court  refused  to  grant  the  attachment ;  for  as 
the  court  would  not  deliver  the  party  from  the  attachment, 
until  he  had  paid  the  money,  the  plaintiff  would  have  two 
remedies,  at  the  same  time,  for  the  same  purpose. 

This  principle  prevents  the  case  of  Oppenheim,  qui  tan,  v. 
Harrison,  {Burr.  20.)  and  Thistleihwaite^s  case,  (I  Com.  Dig. 
594.  A.  2.  Kyd*s  ed.)  from  being  applicable ;  for  the  acts, 
in  those  cases,  would  be  indictable,  under  our  statute,  as  a 
deceit  practised  to  "  deceive  the  court." 

Again,  where  part  of  the  act,  or  ofience,  is  out  of  the  juris- 
diction of  the  Court  of  Chancery,  the  party  cannot  be  pro- 
ceeded against  by  attachment ;  but  if  the  different  facts  stated 
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m  the  ordcTy  as  constituting  the  malpractice  complained  of,     Albany, 
oould  be  separated,  so  as  to  consider  each  as  independent  of  ^^^JSJ^J^ 
the  others,  still  the  same  principle  of  law  would  apply,  for  each       c^e  of 
of  them  is  indictable  under  the  act:  and  if  so  split  up,  still  J.v.N.Yatm 
the  punishment  is  entire,  and  could  it  be  pleaded  in  bar,  when 
the  chancellor  had  no  jurisdiction?    Where  a  conviction  is 
bad  in  part,  it  is  bad  in  totOy  and  the  court  will  discharge  a 
prisoner  imprisoned  under  a  judgment,  part  of  which  is  illegal. 
(fiex  V.  Colh/ery  Sayer^  44.) 

2.  The  conviction  is  founded  on  the  affidavits  of  Samuel 
BacoUy  P.  W.  Yates  and  Richard  S.  Treaty  and  on  no  other 
evidence.  This  is  not  the  course  of  the  Court  of  Chancery, 
nor  of  any  court  known  to  our  constitution,  nor  is  it  the  law 
io  case  of  a  contempt.  A  party  accused  has,  in  most  cases,  a 
right  to  contest  a  rule  to  *show  cause  by  his  own  affidavit.  [  *  332  ] 
It  is  in  the  discretion  of  the  court  to  issue  an  attachment  or 
not;  but  if  an  attachment  issues,  it  is  no  more  than  proceM  to 
bring  in  the  party,  to  answer  to  the  accusation.  He  is  then 
either  conmiitted,  or  allowed  to  enter  into  recognizance  to 
answer  interrogatories,  which  must  be  exhibited  in  a  certain 
time,  and  on  which  he  is  to  be  examined.  This  examination 
is  referred  to  the  proper  officer,  to  report  thereon  whether  the 
party  be  in  contempt.  In  the  courts  of  law,  if  the  party  denies 
the  charge,  he  is  discharged.  In  chancery,  his  oath  may  be 
contested  by  the  accuser,  but  still  he  must  be  examined  on 
interrogatories,  and  the  master  report  him  to  be  in  contempt. 
He  cannot  he  judged,  until  the  interrogatories  have  been  ex- 
hibited. (Wyaes  Pract.  Reg.  135,  136.  1  Bac.  Abr.  286. 
Attachment,  B.  4  Bl  Com.  286,  287.  2  Burr.  796,  797.)  In 
the  case  of  Rex  v.  Edwards  and  Symonds,(4  Burr.  2106.  5 
Term  Rep.  362.)  the  court  say,  "  The  attachment  is  to  bring 
them  into  court  to  answer  to  interrogatories  to  be  exhibited. 
There  is  nothing  to  plead  guilty  to,  until  the  interrogatories 
are  filed:  neither  are  they  in  contempt  until  reported  so. 
There  is  nothing  appearing  to  the  court,  at  present,  whereupon 
to  ground  a  judgment  or  fine,  or  any  punishment."  In  that 
case  the  defendants  had  come  in,  and  applied  to  be  admitted 
to  acknowledge  the  contempt. 

As  the  interrogatories  are,  therefore,  essential,  in  every  case, 
to  the  conviction,  it  should  appear  that  they  have  been  exhib- 
ited, and  that  the  judgment  of  the  court  has  been  founded 
00  a  due  consideration  of  them.  It  appears,  by  the  return, 
that  the  conviction  was  on  the  affidavits  which  have  been  men- 
tioned. Nothing  is  said  of  any  interrogatories  having  been 
administered.  But  the  court  have  power  to  examine  into  this 
fret,  aliunde,  for  it  does  not  falsify  or  contradict  the  return, 
bnt  merely  explains  it.  Though  you  cannot  &lsify  a  return, 
jet  affidavits  are  allowable,  as  to  any  matters  a  knowledge  *of  [  *  333  ] 
which  would  enable  the  court  to  decide,  whether  the  prisoner 
ought  to  be  remanded,  bailed  or  discharged.     (3  EiawJc.  P. 
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XLBANT,     C.  234.  b.  2.  c.  15.  s.' 79.     iSfr.  1138.    Caldec.295.     5  Mol 
^^^^J^  323.  454,  455.    2  Janes,  222.     1  5iW.  287,  288.     I  BoO. 

Caw  of  .B«p*  337.) 
J.v.ri.YATM.  3.  The  imprisonment  in  this  case  is  in  execution  on  convkv 
tion ;  and  yet  it  is  until  the  further  order  of  the  court.  At 
first  blush,  this  seems  contrary  to  all  principle.  Commitments 
before  judgment,  might,  perhaps,  be  allowed  until  further 
order,  though  even  that  is  not  legal ;  but  after  the  extent  of 
the  crime  is  ascertained,  justice  and  the  rights  of  the  citizen 
require  that  the  sentence  which  the  law  pronounces,  throu^ 
the  organ  of  the  judge,  should  be  definite  and  certain.  This, 
most  certainly,  is  an  elementary  truth  in  the  ordinary  cases 
of  criminal  jurisprudence. 

Hawkins  states  what  ought  to  be  the  conclusion  of  a  com- 
mitment. The  words  "  to  be  kept  till  further  order,"  are 
suflicient,  because  they  shall  be  intended  of  theorder  of  law; 
**  but  a  commitment  till  the  person  who  makes  it  shall  take 
further  order,  seems  not  to  be  good."  (3  Hawk.  P.  C.  237.  b. 
2.  c.  16.  s.  18.)  "  The  warrant,  or  mittimus,  containing  a 
lawful  cause,  ought  to  have  a  lawful  conclusion ;  viz.  and  him 
safely  keep  until  he  be  delivered  by  law,  &c.,  and  not  until 
the  party  committing  doth  further  order."  (2  Inst.  591,592.) 
In -^c/rfiV*  case,  ( Cro.  Jac.  219.)  this  objection  was  taken. 
The  gaoler  returned  to  the  habeas  corpus,  ^^  that  Addis  was 
committed  to  his  custody,  by  warrant  from  the  lord  chancel- 
lor of  England,  for  certain  matters  concerning  the  king,  there 
to  remain  until  the  lord  chancellor  delivered  him."  Mutton, 
Serjeant,  objected  to  the  return,  as  too  general,  not  showing 
for  what  cause  he  was  committed,  and  because  he  was  to  re- 
main in  confinement  until  delivered  by  the  chancellor ;  and 
although  for  the  first  objection,  if  not  for  the  other,  the  return 
was  bad,  yet  the  judges  answered  it  was  the  first  time  that 
such  objections  had  been  taken,  and  they  would,  therefore, 
consider  of  the  case,  of  which  nothing  further  is  heard. 
[  ^334  ]  *In  the  case  of  Seales  and  others,  {Cro.  Car.  557.)  the  same 

objection  was  renewed.  Grimstone  objected  to  the  return  in 
that  case,  that  it  was  ill  to  award  to  prison  to  remain  until 
further  order  taken,  which  is  utterly  uncertain.  A  day  was 
given  until  the  octave  of  St.  Michael,  and  in  the  mean  time 
the  prisoners  were  bailed,  but  we  hear  no  more  of  the  case. 
Again,  in  Freeman^s  case,  (ibid.  579.)  both  the  objections  which 
have  been  stated  were  made,  and  the  king's  counsel  seemed 
to  have  abandoned  it,  and  elected  to  proceed  by  indictment 
and  information. 

In  Parker* s  case,  (1  Lev.  230.)  the  conunitment  was  "till 
further  order,"  simply.  The  court  held  the  return  good  in 
that  point ;  but  they  agreed  that  a  commitment  until  further 
order  of  the  person  committing,  was  not  good;  but  until 
further  order  generally,  is  all  one  as  by  further  order  of  law. 
This  objection,  indeed,  seems  to  have  been  overruled  in  Bob 
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and  Dighim'i  case.    (1  RoU.  Rep.  416.   3  Bulitr.  48.  54.)     albapht, 

These  men  had  been  committed  by  the  high  commission  court,  .^^IJJU^jJJJ^ 

and  liberated  once  before  on  habeas  corpusj  with  direction  to       cue  of 

repair  to  the  high  commission  court,  and  make  submission.  J.V.N.Yatii. 

They  went,  accordingly,  but  refused  to  answer  whetlier  they 

were  willing  to  take  the  sacrament  kneeling,  for  which  they  « 

were  committed  till  the  further  order  of  3ie  court.     On  a 

second  habeas  corpasy  the  court,  probably,  tired  of  them,  not 

willing  to  embroil  itself  with  the  high  commission  court,  and 

wishing  to  get  rid  of  such  incorrigible  schismatics,  refused  to 

bail,  or  discharge,  though  this  objection  was  made.     Different 

reasons  are  assigned  in  Rolle  and  BuUtrode^  but  neither  of 

them  apply  to  this  case.     In  RnUe^  the  judges  say,  "  The  high 

commission  courts  have  jurisdiction  of  heresies  and  schisms, 

and,  therefore,  good  jurisdiction,  and  we  do  not  know  whether 

this  be  not  their  customary  mode  of  proceeding."     In  Bvl- 

strodej  Ch.  J.  Coke  justifies  it,  because,  he  says,  "  Many  times 

the  parties  are  committed  donee  the  business  discmsus  fueritJ*^ 

*As  to  the  first  reason,  this  court  does  know,  and  in  this  [  *  385  "^ 
case,  in  this  country,  is  bound  not  only  to  know  the  customary 
mode  of  proceeding  in  chancery,  but  to  examine  whether  it  be 
conformable  to  the  settled  rules  estabUshed  for  securing  per- 
sonal liberty.  The  argument  also  implies  that  such  a  com- 
mitment would  not  be  good  according  to  the  rules  of  law  with 
which  the  judges  were  acquainted.  The  second  reason,  (that 
it  was  a  commitment,  until  the  business  should  be  discussed,) 
however  bad,  is  inapplicable  to  the  present  case,  where  the 
business  has  been  discussed,  and  the  imprisonment  is  a  punish- 
ment. Indeed,  in  most  of  the  cases  to  be  found,  the  commit- 
ment was  on  mesne  process,  but  if  it  be  bad  on  mesne  process, 
afortiortf  it  must  be  bad  in  execution.  Allowing  a  court  to 
commit  until  the  further  order  of  the  court,  would  give  it  the 
power  of  doing  indirectly  what  it  could  not  do  directly.  Such 
a  sentence,  or  order,  is  indefinite  and  arbitrary. 

Such  sentences  are,  however,  not  without  precedent.  Most 
of  the  books  of  chancery  practice  mention  the  power  of  com- 
mitting for  contempt,  during  pleasure,  which  is  tantamount  to 
a  commitment,  until  the  further  order  of  the  court ;  and  they 
all  refer  to  the  Practical  Register,  ( Wyatfs  Frac.  Reg.  134.) 
as  their  authority.  "  For  any  direct  and  positive  contempt,  a 
party  may  not  only  be  taken  into  custody,  but  committed  to 
the  Fleet,  during  the  pleasure  of  the  court"  The  author  speaks 
of  direct  and  positive  contempts,  such  as  the  priesent  case  is 
not ;  but  in  support  of  his  position,  he,  in  his  turn,  cites  Wesi*s 
Symbolography^  under  the  title  of  Proceedings  in  Chancery,  s. 
32.  {WestS  SynA  2d  part,  185.  b.)  The  passage  in  PFest 
is  this :  "  The  proceeding  in  this  court  is  by  the  said  writs,  and 
by  orders,  mjunctions  and  decrees,  which  if  the  defendant  re- 
sist, his  punishment  for  this  resistance,  and  for  his  contempt  in 
not  i4>poaring,  is  imprisonment  in  the  prison  of  the  Fket,  as 
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ALBANY,     is  saidj  during  the  lord  chancellor  or  the  lord  keeper  thei» 

,^^^^^^[J^^  pleasure,  or  until  he  will  obey  and  perform  the  order  and 

Case  of       *decree  of  the  same  court."   Thus  speaking  only  of  the  direct 

J.V.N.  Yates,  contempts  against  process,  and,  at  the  same  time,  expressing  a 

doubt  as  to  the  imprisonment  during  pleasure ;  but,  at  any  rate, 

•  coupling  it  with  a  limitation  that  would  always  enable  a  party, 

by  his  own  act,  to  put  an  end  to  his  imprisonment     fVesty  for 

his  authority,  cites  the  Year  Books^  (37  Hen.  VI.  13,  14.  and 

39  Hen,  VI.  26.^    but  on  recurring  to  them,  there  is  not  a 

word  to  be  found  of  imprisonment  during  pleasure,  but  only 

until  the  defendant  shall  do  certain  acts.     In  37  Hen.  VI.  c. 

14.  it  is  laid  down  by  Prisot,  Ch.  J.,  their  power  is  to  make 

the  party  deliver  up  an  obligation,  &c.,  and  nothing  more, 

except  commit  him  to  prison  till  he  does  it ;  and  that  is  all  the 

court  can  do  ;  if  the  party  will  lie  in  prison,  rather  than  give 

up  the  obligation,  the  other  is  without  remedy. 

The  Court  of  Chancery,  therefore,  does  not  appear  to  hafe 
any  peculiar  power  of  committing  during  pleasure,  or  till  its 
further  order ;  but  it  may  be  said  that  the  common  law  courts 
claim  this  power  in  the  case  of  contempts.  They  do  so ;  and 
this  case  must  decide  their  powers,  as  well  as  that  of  the  Court 
of  Chancery ;  but  if  the  opinion  of  Blackstone  (4  BL  Com.  286.) 
be  correct,  the  mode  of  proceeding  by  attachment  seems  to 
have  been  derived  to  the  Courts  of  K.  B.  and  C.  P.  through 
the  medium  of  the  court  of  equity,  and  it  is  important  to  in- 
quire on  what  foundation  it  stood  in  that  court.  Indeed  the 
most  learned  lawyers  have  been  embarrassed  to  give  any  color 
of  law  to  such  a  power  in  the  courts  of  common  law.  Chief 
Baron  Gilbert  {Gilb.  Hist.  Com.  Pleas,  26.)  derives  the  origin 
of  commitment  for  contempt  from  the  statute  of  Westminster  2. 
c.  39.  which  enables  the  sheriff,  when  the  king's  writs  are  re- 
sisted, to  take  the  posse  comitatus,  and  to  chastise  the  offenders 
by  imprisonment,  from  which  they  should  not  be  delivered, 
without  the  special  command  of  the  king :  and  he  says,  that 
since  the  sheriff  had  that  power,  the  judges  who  awarded  such 
process  must  have  the  same  authority  to  vindicate  it.  If  that 
[  *  337  ]  be  the  ^foundation  of  such  authority,  it  can  only  extend,  even 
in  England,  to  contempt  of  process,  as  the  Practical  Register 
lays  it  down;  and  it  cannot  at  all  extend  to  this  country, 
where  sheriffs  never  had  any  such  power.  Blackstone  (4  BL 
Com.  286.)  thinks  the  process  of  attachment,  or  power  of  sum- 
mary punishment,  must  necessarily  be  as  old  as  the  courts  of 
justice,  and  inseparable,  by  necessity,  from  them.  As  far  as 
that  necessity  extends,  I  admit  the  doctrine  ;  but  no  necessity 
requires  imprisonment  during  pleasure.  If  the  offence  be  com- 
pleted, its  degree  of  enormity  can  be  ascertained,  and  there 
can  be  no  reason  #hy  its  punishment  should  not  also  be  ascer- 
tained. If  the  contempt  consists  in  refusing  to  carry  into 
execution  what  is  required,  the  commitment  may  be  tiU  the 
party  perform  it.     I  am  inclined  to  think,  however,  that  the 
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claim  of  imprisoning  during  pleasure,  is  derived  irom  a  source     ALBANY, 
perfectly  inapplicable  to  our  form  of  government,  the  royal  ,^^!^^J^. 
prerogative f  that  is,  when  it  was,  in  early  ages,  paramount  -to       Case  of 
the  liberties  of  the  people,  and  from  the  supposed  presence  of  J.v.n.Yatm. 
the  king  in  his  courts : — the  illegality  of  the  claim  has  remained 
unexplored,  because  the  power  has  not  been  abused.     I  am 
confirmed  in  this  opinion  from  the  commitment  by  the  house 
of  lords,  in  the  Earl  of  ShaftsburyU  case,  (I  Mod.  144.)  which 
was  "  during  his  majesty's  pleasure,  and  the  pleasure  of  the 
house." 

[Kent,  Ch.  J.  But  is  not  every  commitment  at  pleasure,  or 
without  limitation,  always  understood  to  be  until  submission, 
and  is  it  not  in  the  power  of  the  party  to  put  an  end  to  his 
imprisonment  by  submission  ?] 

This  power  of  arbitrary  imprisonment  is  against  the  genius 
of  our  government,  and  the  principles  of  civil  Uberty.  There 
is  no  principle  to  support  such  a  sentence,  except  necessity, 
and  I  have  shown  there  can  be  no  such  necessity,  for  every 
possible  end  of  justice,  vindicatory  *and  coercive,  may  be  [*338] 
attained  without  it,  and  every  case  of  contempt  provided  for. 
There  is  nothing  in  the  nature  of  an  attachment  to  warrant 
such  a  vague  and  uncertain  punishment.  Blacksione  (4  BL 
Cam.  283.)  justly  classes  them  with  summary  convictions;  but 
in  what  respect  do  summary  convictions  differ  from  more  regu- 
lar proceedings  ?  In  the  process  and  the  proofs.  Their  being 
summary  renders  them  peculiarly  serviceable,  as  ancillary 
to  the  courts;  but  the  proceedings  being  finished,  and  the 
conviction  once  had,  there  is  nothing  in  the  nature  of  summary 
convictions  to  authorize  a  more  informal  or  arbitrary,  and, 
eventually,  a  severer  and  more  oppressive  sentence,  than  could 
be  pronounced  in  the  more  regular  and  estimable  course  of 
proceeding. 

In  the  present  case,  if  for  the  same  offence,  after  an  indict- 
ment by  a  grand  jury,  and  a  trial  by  a  petit  jury,  the  prisoner 
had  been  found  guilty,  and  the  same  sentence  pronounced 
upon  him,  he  mieht  bring  a  writ  of  error,  to  set  it  aside.  Why 
should  he,  then,  oe  without  any  remedy  against  the  same  sen- 
tence, following  on  proceedings  which  the  law  and  the  com- 
munity regard  with  more  suspicion  ?  And  is  it  in  the  power 
of  any  court,  at  its  option,  for  an  indictable  offence,  to  deprive 
the  accused,  without  his  consent  and  against  his  interest,  of  all 
those  valuable  privileges,  the* protection  of  a  grand  and  petit 
jury,  compulsory  process  for  witnesses  to  testify  in  his  favor,  a 
certain  and  ascertained  punishment,  and  the  benefit  of  a  court 
of  error,  or  of  any  other  mode  of  being  relieved  from  a  judg- 
ment which  no  court  could  by  law  be  authorized  to  pronounce 
on  the  offence,  if  it  had  been  made  the  subject  of  an  indictment  ? 

Cur.  ad.  tnilt. 
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ALBANT,        The  court  taking  time  to  advise,  the  prisoner  was  bailed  to 

^^^[J^^  appear  at  the  next  term.     At  the  last  May  term,  at  the  desire 

Case  of       of  his  counsel,  the  court  deferred  giving  their  opinion,  until 

j.v.n.Yatis.  the  present  term,  when  the  prisoner  was  further  recognized  to 

appear. 

[  *  339  ]  *Yates,  J.     It  is  undoubtedly  essential  to  the  due  adminis- 

tration of  justice,  that  all  courts  should  have  power  sufficient  to 
enforce  obedience  to  their  own  orders ;  hence  the  necessity  of 
authorizing  them  to  punish  contempts,  a  power  resulting  from 
the  first  principles  of  judicial  establishments,  in  the  constitu- 
tional exercise  of  which  they  ought  to  be  protected. 

How  far  this  power  has  been  constitutionally  exercised,  by 
the  Court  of  Chancery  in  the  case  now  before  us,  is  the  subject 
of  the  present  inquiry. 

I  shall  not  enter  into  a  minute  discussion  as  to  the  legality  of 
the  imprisonment  of  Mr.  Yatesy  under  the  provisions  contained 
in  the  fifth  section  of  the  act,  entitled  "  An  act  to  prevent  unjust 
imprisonment  by  securing  the  benefit  of  the  writ  of  habeas  cot' 
'  J71M,"  on  the  last  order  of  the  Court  of  Chancery,  after  a  regular 

discharge  by  a  judge.  But  the  exercise  of  this  power,  I  ^nk, 
is  not  warranted  by  the  exceptions  stated  in  that  ^atute, 
whereby  the  right  of  again  imprisoning  for  the  same  oflTence  is 
expressly  prohibited,  "  unless  by  the  legal  order  or  process  of 
the  court  wherein  he  is  bound  by  recognizance  to  appear,  or 
other  court  having  jurisdiction  of  the  cause  ;"  clearly  meaning 
such  court  wherein  the  prisoner  may  have  been  subsequendy 
indicted  or  charged  with  a  criminal  offence.  The  act,  conse- 
quently, cannot  apply  to  the  Court  of  Chancery,  which  has  no 
cognizance  of  such  matters,  more  especially  in  this  instance, 
where  its  own  acts  were  implicated,  and  had  been  passed  upon 
b^  a  judge  acting  (\n  my  view  of  the  subject)  under  the  express 
directions  of  a  positive  statute;  but  as  this  last  order  expressly 
refers  to  the  first  commitment,  I  shall,  for  the  purpose  of  a 
more  satisfactory  investigation,  proceed  to  examine  into  the 
validity  of  the  original  attachment,  appearing  on  the  face  of 
the  return  now  before  us. 

In  the  attachment  it  is  stated,  that  upon  reading  the  affi- 
le ♦  340  ]  davits  of  Samuel  Bacon,  Peter  W.  Yates,  and  Richard  *S.  Treat, 
and  upon  fully  considering  the  subject  matter  thereof,  it  satis- 
&ctorily  appeared  to  the  Court  of  Chancery,  that  John  V.  JV. 
Yates,  durinff  the  time  he  was  a  master  of  the  said  court,  bad 
filed  a  bill  of  complaint  with  Richard  S.  Treat,  Esq.,  one  of  the 
clerks  of  the  said  court,  in  behalf  of  Sanmel  Bacon,  as  com- 
plainant, against  H.  Garretse  and  C.  Morris,  defendants,  and 
thereto  subscribed  the  name  of  Peter  W,  Yates,  one  of  the  so- 
licitors of  the  said  court,  as  solicitor,  without  the  knowledge  or 
consent  of  the  said  Peter  W,  Yates,  contrary  to  the  statute  in 
that  case  made  and  provided,  in  wilful  violation  of  his  duty  as 
master,  and  in  contempt  of  the  authority  of  said  court;  it  was 
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therefore  ordered,  by  the  said  court,  that  the  said  John  V.  N,     ALBANY, 
Yatt$  be  committed  for  his  said  malpractice  and  contempt,  to  ,^^^l}^^ 
the  common  gaol  of  the  city  and  county  of  Albany ,  <&c.  c&m  of 

Having  thus  the  return  before  us,  the  first  inquiry  will  be  as  J.V.N.Yatm. 
to  the  nature  of  the  ofience  of  which  Mr.  Yatez  was  convicted; 
this  can  be  ascertained  only  fi-om  the  specification  in  the  at- 
tachment 

I  am  inclined  to  think,  if  it  had  been  generally  for  a  con- 
tempt, no  other  court  could  legally  interfere,  although  au- 
thorities have  been  adduced  in  support  of  a  contrary  doc- 
trine. 

In  the  |»resent  case,  the  Court  of  Chancery  has  stated  the  ^ 
conviction  to  be  for  a  breach  of  an  existing  statute,  and,  con- 
sequently, for  an  indictable  ofience.  After  particularly  men- 
tioning the  nature  of  this  ofience,  the  words  in  the  commitment 
are,  contrary  to  the  statute  in  that  case  made  and  provided,  in 
wUfiU  viokUion  of  his  duty  as  master,  and  in  contempt  of  the 
auihority  of  the  court ;  those  allegations  clearly  indicate  a  vio- 
lation of  the  statute  only,  the  words  in  contempt  of  the  auihority 
of  the  court  not  entering  into  or  composing  the  essence  of  the 
ofience,  but  being  merely  words  of  aggravation ;  according  to 
the  most  consistent  interpretation  I  can  give  to  the  attachmeni, 
♦which  if  correct,  the  result  must  be  that  the  Court  of  Chancery  [  *  341  ] 
have  undertaken  to  punish  for  a  crime,  an  ofience  against  the 
statute,  and,  consequently,  not  within  its  jurisdiction.  The 
proceedings  against  Mr.  Yates,  therefore,  must  be  void,  being 
coram  Twnjudice,  and  his  discharge  by  the  judge,  when  brought 
before  him  on  the  habeas  corpus,  was  proper. 

This  is  not  the  case  of  a  court  of  a  coordinate  jurisdiction 
reviewing  the  act  of  its  fellow,  nor  of  an  inferior  controlling 
the  acts  of  a  superior  jurisdiction.  All  courts,  as  I  before 
stated,  have  a  right  to  punish  for  contempts,  but  all  courts 
have  not  a  right  to  punish  for  crimes  :  the  Court  of  Chancery  is 
of  this  last  description ;  the  process  in  this  case  was  not  within 
its  jurisdiction,  but  went  to  punish  for  a  violation  of  a  statute ; 
and  this  is  within  the  admission  of  Ld.  Ch.  J.  De  Grey,  who 
explicitly  declares,  in  the  case  of  the  L0ord  Mayor  of  London, 
"  that  if  the  chancery  commits  for  crimes,  it  is  a  difierent  thing 
fixMn  a  commitment  for  contempt." 

But  admitting  that,  by  the  specification  in  the  attachment, 
the  Court  of  Chancery  intended  to  include  the  infitiction  of  the 
statute,  and  the  contempt,  it  then  follows,  that  both  ofiences 
have  entered  into  the  measure  of  the  punishment  infiicted,  and 
that  Mr.  Yates  stands  committed  for  the  malpractice,  in  wil- 
fully violating  his  duty  as  master,  contrary  to  the  statute,  on 
this  summary  conviction,  without  the  benefit  of  a  constitutional 
trial  to  test  the  verity  of  the  charge ;  and  also  for  the  contempt ; 
the  indictable  ofience  for  an  infraction  of  the  statute  being 
without,  and  the  contempt  within,  the  power  of  the  court ; — a 
manifest  inconostency,  yet  the  only  explanation  to  be  given  to 
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ALBANY,     the  specification  in  the  attachment,  different  from  the  first  cqd- 
Angust,  1809.   stfuction  which  I  have  made. 

Case  of  I^  ^^y  ^  ^>d  ^hat  this  court  will  not  presume  that  the  Court 

J.t.n.Yat*s.  of  Chancery  contempls^ted  the  exercise  of  an  illegal  or  ♦usurped 
[  *  342  ]  authority,  and  that,  therefore,  the  specification  of  the  crime  as 
against  the  statute  ought  not  to  be.  taken  into  view,  but  should 
be  rejected  as  surplusage ;  and  that  we  ought  to  consider  our- 
selves bound,  from  the  high  respectability  of  that  court,  to 
intend  the  punishment  to  be  for  the  contempt  only,  and  thus 
reconcile  and  determine  the  question  of  jurisdiction.  To  this 
I  can  never  assent :  in  a  question  like  the  present,  involviog 
principles  so  highly  interesting  to  the  community,  no  other  con- 
struction or  interpretation,  in  my  opinion,  is  admissible,  than 
such  a  one  as  the  entire  specification  of  the  oflence  in  the  attach- 
ment will  warrant.  A  different  doctrine,  according  to  my  view 
of  the  subject,  might  expose  a  citizen  to  be  punished  twice  for 
the  same  offence,  and  in  its  consequences,  in  other  res|>ects, 
endanger  the  most  important  constitutional  privileges.  Tbd 
prisoner  ought,  therefore,  to  be  discharged. 

Spencer,  J.  The  consideration  of  this  case  involves  ques- 
tions of  the  utmost  delicacy  and  importance.  On  the  one  hand 
are  presented  the  conflicting  opinions  of  the  chancellor  and  a 
judge  of  this  court ;  on  the  other,  the  personal  rights  of  a  citizen 
of  the  state,  holding  important  and  honorable  offices  under  it 
My  situation  renders  the  task  of  examining  and  pronouncing 
upon  the  question  extremely  irksome  and  unpleasant;  but  I 
have  no  choice  ;  my  station  imposes  the  duty  on  me,  and  I  will 
not  shrink  from  its  performance.  It  will  be  readily  admitted 
that  in  reviewing  a  question  which  has  been  passed  up>on  bj 
one  of  the  highest  judicial  characters  in  the  state,  a  question, 
too,  involving  a  right  to  exercise  a  jurisdiction  claimed  by  that 
character,  there  ought  to  be  a  liberal  courtesy  ;  it  should  not, 
however,  be  indulged  so  far  as  to  lead  to  a  surrender  of  the 
prerogatives  of  another  judicial  department,  nor  to  the  derao- 
•  lition  of  personal  liberty.  With  these  impressions,  I  enter,  re- 
[  *  343  ]  luctantly,  *on  the  questions  now  before  the  court.  It  is  not, 
however,  my  purpose  to  examine  the  various  points  which  have 
been  raised  ;  I  shall  consider  only  two  of  them. 

1st.  Whether  the  commitment  of  Mr.  Yates,  after  he  had 
been  discharged  upon  habeas  corpus,  for  the  same  cause,  was  a 
legal  act ;  and, 

2d.  Whether  he  was  originally  committed  for  matter  whereof 
the  Court  of  Chancery  had  cognizance;  and  if  so,  whether  that 
commitment  was  legal. 

1.  The  statute  "  to  prevent  unjust  imprisonment,  by  securing 
the  benefit  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus, ^^  requires  of  the  judges 
of  this  court,  in  vacation,  to  allow  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus,  tc 
all  persons  in  custody  of  a  sheriff,  gaoler  or  other  person, 
"  other  than  persons  convict,  or  in  execution  by  legal  process, 
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or  committed  for  treason  or  felony,  plainly  and  specially  ex-    Albany, 
pressed  ia  the  warrant  of  commitment ;"  and  it  also  requires  y^^^\}^^ 
of  the  judge  to  ^^  discharge  the  prisoner  on  taking  his  recog-       case  of 
nizance  with  sureties,  for  his  appearance  at  the  next  court  J.v.N.Yatm 
where  the  offence  is  properly  cognizable,"  &c.  "  unless  it  shall 
appear  to  such  judge,  that  such  prisoner  is  detained  upon  a 
1^  process,  out  of  some  court  havinc  jurisdiction  of  criminal 
matters,  or  by  some  warrant  under  me  hand  and  seal  of  a 
judge,  or  justice,  for  some  matter  or  offence  for  which,  by  law, 
the  prisoner  is  not  bailable."     It  cannot  be  controverted  that 
a  judge  of  this  court,  in  vacation,  is,  by  virtue  of  this  statute, 
clothed  with  all  the  power,  in  granting  the  writ  and  discharging 
fixHn  imprisonment,  which  the  Supreme  Court  itself  can  exercise, 
in  term  time.    In  the  cases  excepted  from  the  cognizance  of  a 
single  judge,  and  where  the  offence  is  not  bailable,  the  court 
itself  would  not  discharge,  unless  in  the  single  case  of  extreme 
illness  of  the  prisoner,  and  where  an  enlargement  was  neces- 
sary to  preserve  his  life.     This  appears  to  me  so  self-evident  a 
proposition,  as  to  stand  in  no  need  of  arguments  to  enforce  it. 

*It  being,  then,  the  duty  of  a  judge  of  this  court,  in  vacation,  [  ♦  344] 
to  grant  the  writ  to  all  persons  in  custody,  excepting  to  such  as 
are  convict,  or  in  execution  by  legal  process,  who  is  to  decide 
whether  the  person  applying  for  the  writ  comes  within  the 
exception  ?  Undeniably  the  judge ;  for  as  he  is  to  grant  the 
writ  to  all  others  in  custody,  should  any  person  applying  for 
the  allowance  of  a  habeas  carpus,  be  illegally  convict,  or  in  exe- 
cution by  illegal  process,  such  person  cannot  be  denied  the 
benefits  secured  by  the  statute. 

If  cases  were  necessary  to  support  a  proposition  deemed  so 
clear,  that  of  the  Kinff  v.  Collyer  and  Capon  (Sayer,  44.  26 
Geo.  II.)  will  be  found  in  point.  The  defendants  were  con- 
victed at  a  quarter  sessions,  upon  an  indictment  for  assaulting 
one  .Smt^A,  and  by  the  order  of  the  court  they  were  committed 
to  prison,  for  the  space  of  one  month  next  ensuing,  and  to  ask 
pardon,  on  tlieir  knees,  of  Smith,  and  to  cause  an  account  of 
the  sentence  to  be  printed  in  the  Daily  Advertiser,  and  not  to 
be  discharged  until  they  had  undergone  such  imprisonment, 
asked  such  pardon,  and  caused  such  account  to  be  published, 
and,  when  discharged,  to  pay  certain  fees.  The  defendants 
were  brought  up,  by  habeas  corpus,  before  the  Court  of  Kins's 
Bench,  and  when  the  above  facts  appeared  on  the  return  to  the 
writ,  the  defendants  were  discharged.  The  court  said  that 
every  part  of  this  judgment  was  illegal  except  the  imprison- 
ment, and  it  would  be  very  hard  that  the  defendants  should 
continue  in  prison  under  the  illegal  parts  of  the  judgment, 
until  they  could  obtain  a  reversal  of  those  parts  upon  a  writ 
of  error.  It  is  to  be  remarked,  that  in  the  case  cited,  no  pre- 
tence was  made  that  the  court  of  quarter  sessions  had  no  juris- 
diction ;  the  only  ground  on  which  the  Court  of  King's  Bench 
uiterposed,  was,  that  the  conviction  itself  was  illegal. 
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ALBANY,         If,  then,  a  single  judge  of  this  court,  in  vacation,  poesesses 

^^^^^iJi^^  the  same  power  which  the  court  in  term  possesses,  ♦here  is  a 

Caac  of       direct  precedent  for  saying  that  a  single  judge,  in  vacation,  has 

J.v.n.Yatbi.  a  right  to  judge  of  the  legality  of  a  conviction,  and  if  he  does 

adjudge  it  illegal,  to  discharge  the  person  suffering  impnson- 

ment  under  it. 

Mr.  Yates  having  been  committed  by  a  process  issuing  from 
the  Court  of  Chancery,  wherein  was  set  forth  the  offences  of 
which  he  had  been  convicted,  was  discharged  by  me,  od  a 
habeas  corpus,  on  the  19th  of  August  last,  in  which  discharge  I 
judicially  pronounced  the  conviction,  and  imprisonment  under 
it,  to  be  illegal.  The  Court  of  Chancery  again  imprisoned  him 
for  the  first  offence,  adjudging  my  discharge  illegal,  null  and 
inoperative.  He  was  a  second  time  discharged  by  me,  on  the 
ground  of  the  illegality  of  the  first  conviction,  and  on  the 
further  ground  that  he  could  not  be  reimprisoned  for  the  same 
cause,  and  he  is  now  a  third  time  imprisoned  for  the  same 
matter.  The  inquiry  naturally  occurs,  whence  the  Court  of 
Chancery  acquired  a  jurisdiction  to  take  cognizance  of  the  le- 
gality of  my  adjudication  upon  Mr.  Yates's  conviction  by  that 
court.  I  think  I  have  shown  that  I  had  cognizance  of  the 
legality  of  the  conviction  by  the  Court  of  Chancery  ;  and,  at 
present,  it  is  utterly  immaterial  whether  my  adjudication  was 
erroneous  or  not.  I  had  a  right  to  make  that  adjudication  by 
virtue  of  the  habeas  corpus  act.  I  am  unacquainted  with  any 
law,  or  decision,  which  gives  to  the  Court  of  Chancery  a  powei 
to  supervise  the  judgments  of  this  court,  or  of  one  of  its  judges, 
in  a  case  where  a  judge  has  a  power  co-extensive  with  that  oi 
the  court,  and  to  set  aside  such  judgment  as  illegal,  null  and 
inoperative.  It  is  true,  the  Court  of  Chancery  can  relieve  after 
a  judgment  at  law,  but  such  relief  can  be  for  some  matter  only, 
extrinsic  the  judgment ;  it  cannot  reverse  the  judgment,  but  in 
all  respects  must  consider  it  right,  but  for  the  extrinsic  facts  ot 
which  it  presumes  the  court  did  not  take  cognizance.  In  my 
view  of  the  subject,  the  power  of  the  Court  of  Chancery  was 
f  *  346  ]  spent,  *so  far  forth  as  respects  the  infliction  of  any  fiirther 
punishment  on  Mr.  Yates  for  the  offence  of  which  he  had  been 
convicted ;  it  could  interpose  only  by  mitigating  the  punish- 
ment of  imprisonment,  which  it  had  adjudged  should  continue 
till  the  further  order  of  the  court. 

It  seems  to  me  a  prostration  of  all  principle,  and  a  perfect 
anomaly  in  the  law,  that  a  subject  upon  the  le^dity  of  which, 
the  legislature  has  authorized  a  judge  of  this  court,  in  vacation, 
to  adjudge  and  determine,  and  on  which,  in  the  exerpise  of  this 
plenary  power,  he  doe^  adjudge  and  determine,  that  this  judg- 
ment  shall  be  liable  to  a  review,  and  to  be  set  aside,  in  a  stm- 
mary  manner^  as  illegal,  null  and  inoperative,  by  any  otb» 
forum  whatever.  The  legislature  have  conferred  no  power  on 
any  other  court  to  reverse  such  decision,  and  the  only  mode  m 
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which,  in  other  cases,  judgments  can  be  reversed,  is  by  regular     ALBANY, 
process  in  some  superior  court  designated  by  law.  >^^^[J^^ 

This  case  presents  still  greater  incongruity  ;  the  same  court  case  of 
whose  conviction  had  been  adjudged  illegal,  and  after  the  mat-  J-V.N.Yatm. 
ter  had  become  res  judicata^  undertakes,  of  its  own  accord, 
and  in  a  very  concise  manner,  to  reverse  the  judgment  thus 
judicially  pronounced,  and  to  reinstate  its  own  conviction.  I 
cannot  bring  myself  to  believe  that  the  habeas  corpus  act,  which, 
at  the  epoch  of  its  introduction  into  England,  and  ever  since, 
has  been  revered  as  the  bulwark  of  the  constitution,  the  magna 
charta  of  personal  rights,  and  which  has  been  successfiilly 
exerted  against  commitments,  even  by  the  king  in  council,  is 
liable  to  the  construction  which  has  been  put  upon  it ;  a  con- 
struction which  would  defeat  and  mow  down  those  very  rights, 
and  that  freedom  from  illegal  personal  restraints,  which  it  was 
btroduced  to  uphold  and  protect. 

I,  therefore,  deny  to  the  Court  of  Chancery,  or  any  other  court, 
the  right  to  reimprison  a  person  convicted,  when  the  convic- 
tion has  subsequently  been  declared  illegal,  and  the  party  im- 
prisoned has  been  set  at  large  on  ^habeas  corpus.  Arguments  [  *  347  ] 
may  be  urged  from  the  possible  abuse  of  this  power,  and  from 
the  exercise  of  it  by  a  single  judge,  against  carrying  the  prin- 
ciples I  have  advanced  so  far;  but  it  ought  not  to  be  forgotten 
that  any  other  power,  and  that  all  delegated  authority,  is  liable 
to  be  abused ;  but  this  is  no  reason  against  conferring  it,  nor 
against  its  exercise;  those  who  are  guilty  of  abuses  are  amena- 
ble to  their  superiors. 

I  have  hitherto  proceeded  on  principles  drawn  from  analogy 
between  this  and  other  cases  of  judicial  decisions,  and,  I  trust, 
have  shown  thfit  the  mode  adopted  by  the  Court  of  Chancery,  in 
setting  aside  my  decision,  is  altogether  novel  and  incongruous, 
destitute  of  precedent,  and  dangerous,  in  the  extreme,  to  the 
liberties  of  the  citizens.  I  shall  now  proceed  to  show  that  the 
power  exercised  by  the  Court  of  Chancery  is  expressly  forbid- 
den by  statute. 

The  5th  section  of  the  habeas  corpus  act  declares  "  that  no 
person  who  shall  be  set  at  large  upon  any  habeas  corpus,  shall 
be  again  imprisoned  for  the  same  offence,  unless  by  the  legal 
order  or  process  of  the  court  wherein  he  is  bound  by  recog- 
nizance to  appear,  or  other  court  having  jurisdiction  of  the 
cause,^  To  arrive  at  a  true  construction  of  this  section,  it 
must  be  noticed  that  by  the  third  section  of  the  act,  the  judge, 
in  discharging  a  prisoner,  is  required  to  take  a  recognizance  for 
his  appearance  at  the  next  court,  where  the  offence  is  properly 
cognizable,  which  court,  by  the  terms  %t  the  5th  section,  may^^ 
by  legal  process  or  order,  again  imprison  him  for  the  same 
offence ;  and  upon  this  obvious  principle,  that  inasmuch  as  the 
prisoner,  who  was  charged  with  an  offence,  had  been  enlarged, 
during  the  vacation  of  the  court,  when  it  came  to  sit,  it  was 
deemed  fit  to  vest  a  discretion  in  the  court,  to  recommit  for  the 
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ALBANY,  same  offence^  in  order  that  the  prisoner  might  be  forthcoming 
^^^^[J!^^  to  abide  a  trial.  Such  power  was  considered  necessary  to  attain 
Case  of  the  ends  of  criminal  justice ;  and  it  can  be  exercised  *only  in 
J.v.n.Yatm.  the  manner  and  for  the  purposes  already  mentioned.  The 
Court  of  Chancery,  I  must  presume,  has  considered  the  words, 
"  or  other  court  having  jurisdiction  of  the  cause,"  as  applicable 
to  itself;  and  that,  having  had  jurisdiction  of  Mr.  Yates's  cause, 
it  could  reimprison  him,  notwithstanding  his  discharge  upon 
habeas  corpus.  I  cannot  assent  to  the  soundness  of  this  con- 
struction ;  and  if  it  be  adopted,  it  appears  to  me,  that  the  habeas 
corpus  act  becomes  almost,  if  not  altogether,  a  dead  letter. 
What,  upon  the  principle  assumed,  would  prevent  a  justice  of 
the  peace,  who  had  committed  a  person  for  trial,  from  reimpris- 
oning  him  f  He  has  jurisdiction  of  the  cause  for  the  purpose 
of  imprisoning ;  his  power  was  no  more  spent  by  committing, 
than  that  of  the  Court  of  Chancery  in  the  present  case,  by  its 
conviction  and  subsequent  commitment  in  execution.  The 
justice  had  jurisdiction,  and  so  had  the  Court  of  Chancery ;  in 
the  one  case  it  was  exhausted  and  gone  by  the  commitment  to 
stand  trial,  and  in  the  other,  by  the  conviction  and  commit- 
ment in  execution. 

The  terms,  ^*  or  other  court  having  jurisdiction  of  the  cause,'* 
must  be  referred  to  the  preceding  member  of  the  section,  which, 
*  '  as  I  have  before  stated,  relates  to  persons  whom  the  judge,  on 
enlarging  upon  habeas  corpus,  had  bound  by  recognizance,  to 
appear  at  the  next  court,  vrhere  the  offence  is  properly  cogniza- 
ble ;  and  then  that  court,  at  which  he  was  bound  to  appear,  or 
other  court  having  jurisdiction  of  the  cause,  for  which  he  was 
bound  to  appear,  may  imprison  for  the  offence,  upon  the  chaige 
on  which  he  had  been  set  at  large  on  habeas  corpus.  By  advert- 
ing to  our  criminal  system,  the  explication  of  this  provision  will 
appear  very  plainly.  In  every  county  of  the  state,  there  are 
two  courts  of  criminal  jurisdiction  ;  a  court  of  oyer  and  ierrnvMr 
End  ffaol  delivery,  and  a  court  of  general  sessions  of  the  peace; 
the  former  has  jurisdiction  of  offences,  committed  within  the 
[•349  ]  county  for  *which  it  is  held,  of  whatever  degree  ;  the  latter,  of 
all  offences,  other  than  those  affecting  life,  or  imprisonment  in 
the  state  prison  for  life.  The  judge,  in  taking  a  recognizance, 
when  he  discharges  on  habeas  corpus^  is  at  Uberty  to  bind  the 
prisoner  to  appear  at  the  one  or  the  other  of  these  courts,  as  he 
sees  fit,  having  regard  to  the  periods  when  they  are  to  sit,  and 
their  right  to  take  cognizance  of  the  offence.  If  the  prisoner  is 
bound  to  appear  at  a  court  of  general  sessions,  and  it  happens 
that  a  court  of  oyer  and  terminer*  is  held  in  that  county,  pmH" 
to  the  time  when  the  prisoner  has  been  bound  to  appear,  and 
it  should  also  happen,  that  an  indictment  is  presented  to  such 
court  of  oyer  and  terminer,  against  the  person  thus  enlarged, 
then  that  court  would  gain  jurisdiction  of  the  cause,  for  which 
the  prisoner  was  bound  by  recognizance  to  appear,  and  it 
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mi^t,  having  thus  acquired  jurisdiction,  by  legal  process  or    Albany, 
order,  commit  the  individual.  s^^IJI^I^i^ 

This  appears  to  me  the  only  natural  exposition  of  the  power  cbm  of 
given  by  the  legislature,  to  commit  persons  once  dehvered  on  J.v.n.Yatw 
habeas  carpus,  for  the  same  cause.  But  for  what  purpose  did 
the  Court  of  Chancery  regain  jurisdiction  of  Mr.  Yates^s  cause, 
if  it  be  not  a  perversion  of  terms,  to  call  it  a  cause  f  Certain- 
lyj  not  for  the  purpose  of  investigating  the  guilt  or  innocence 
of  the  party,  but  merely  to  reverse  a  decision  judicially  inter- 
posed, under  the  notion  that  it  had  higher  powers,  than  those 
conferred  by  the  legislature  on  a  judge  of  this  court.  To  sup- 
port a  construction,  which  appears  to  me  to  be  so  monstrous, 
the  words,  "  or  other  court  having  jurisdiction  of  the  cause," 
are  to  be  insulated,  without  having  reference  to  the  subject 
just  before  presented,  of  a  person  bound  by  recognizance, 
which  words  evidently  point  to  a  person,  whose  guilt  had  not 
been  ascertained,  and  who  was  yet  to  stand  trial  for  the  offence 
imputed  to  him.  In  the  present  case,  the  offence  had  been 
examined,  and  ^conviction  had  taken  place,  which  must  be  [^350] 
considered  illegal,  because  it  had  been  so  adjudged,  unless, 
indeed,  the  committing  court  had  a  right  to  reverse  it. 

The  legislature  have  not  only  forbidden  the  reimprisoning  a 
person,  set  at  large  upon  habeas  corpus^  for  the  same  offence, 
with  the  exceptions,  on  which  I  have  commented,  but  have  su- 
peradded a  penalty  of  1,250  dollars,  on  any  person  who  shall 
knowingly,  contrary  to  the  statute,  recommit,  or  imprison  the 
person  set  at  large,  for  the  same  offence.  It  may  be  imagined 
that  if  the  penalty  has  not  been  incurred  in  the  present  case, 
then  the  recommitment  is  valid  and  legal.  I  dissent  from  such 
a  proposition ;  it  by  no  means  follows,  that  if  the  penalty  has 
not  attached,  that  therefore  the  recommitment  is  allowed  by 
the  statute.  The  force  of  such  an  argument  must  depend  on 
this,  that  a  court  is  not  a  person ;  and  that  a  court  cannot  be 
responsible,  civiliter,  for  its  acts.  In  the  case  of  a  single  magis- 
trate's recommitting  for  the  same  offence,  the  act  would  be 
done  under  the  semblance  of  a  judicial  authority,  and  it  may. 
as  well  be  insisted  that  a  magistrate  would  not  be  responsible. 
Without  intending  to  express  a  decided  opinion,  whether  the 
penalty  has  attached  in  the  present  case,  I  would  observe,  that 
there  are  cases,  in  which,  if  a  court  shall  presume  to  intermed- 
dle clearly  without  jurisdiction,  the  acts  done  under  such 
usurped  authority  are  not  the  acts  of  a  court,  but  of  the  per- 
sons composing  it,  and  they  have  been  held  personally  respon- 
sible. My  opinion  on  the  first  question  I  proposed  to  examine, 
is,  that  whether  Mr.  Yates  was  rightfully  discharged  or  not, 
upon  the  habeas  corpus^  his  reimprisonment  for  the  same 
offence  was  unwarranted  by  law,  and  he  is  now  entitled  to  his 
discharge. 

2.  It  is,  in  my  view,  immaterial  to  consider  the  propriety  of 
nay  discharge,  but  the  occasion  seems  to  require  some  atten- 
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ALBANY,  tion  to  it,  and  I  shall,  therefore,  briefly  review  it.  I  humbly 
Auguat,  1B09.  conceive  that  it  can  form  no  objection  to  the  ^exercise  of  the 
^^"^^^r^'  power  conferred  by  statute,  that  the  deprivation  of  personal 
J. V.N. Yates,  liberty  which  has  intervened,  comes  from  the  Court  of  Chan- 
cery. If  that  court  has  illegally  imprisoned  a  citizen,  and  it 
shall  so  appear  to  me,  while  I  sustain  the  office  I  hold,  I  can- 
not withhold  the  exercise  of  those  functions  which  the  law  has 
given  me,  in  affording  a  remedy.  An  upright  and  an  inde- 
pendent judge  cannot  balance  between  his  personal  inclina- 
tion and  iiis  duty. 

I  shall  now  consider,  1st.  For  what  offence  Mr.  Yates  was 
committed ;  2d.  Whether,  if  the  conviction  partakes  of  some 
matters  cognizable  by  the  Court  of  Chancery,  and  of  some  of 
which  it  has  no  jurisdiction,  there  was  a  just  cause  of  deliver- 
ance on  habeas  corpus.  In  considering  these  points,  I  shall 
regard  the  attachment  only,  without  admitting  or  denying  the 
right  of  examining  evidence  aliunde.  When  Mr.  YaUs  was 
brought  before  me,  I  examined  collateral  evidence,  in  cooform- 
ity  to  what  T  understand  to  have  been  a  very  usual  practice 
with  the  judges  of  this  court.  By  examining  aliunde,  I  do  not 
mean  the  admission  of  evidence,  contradicting  the  return,  but 
explanatory  of  it.  I  forbear  that  examination  on  the  present 
occasion,  being  satisfied  that  the  opinion  of  his  honor  the 
chancellor,  delivered  when  the  first  attachment  was  awarded, 
will  not  materially  aid  in  ascertaining  the  cause  of  the  com- 
mitment. 

The  offence  imputed  to  Mr.  Yates  is,  that  during  the  time  hi 
was  a  master  of  the  Court  of  Chancery,  he  had  filed  a  bill  in  a 
cause,  and  thereto  subscribed  the  name  of  Peter  W^  Yates  as 
solicitor,  without  his  knowledge  or  consent,  and  had  acted  as 
a  solicitor  in  his  name,  in  the  prosecution  thereof,  contrary  to 
the  statute  in  sveh  case  made  and  provided,  in  toilful  violatum  of 
his  duty  as  master,  and  in  contempt  of  the  authority  of  the 
court ;  and  he  was  committed  until  further  order,  for  his  said 
malpractice  and  contempt.  It  appears  to  me,  that  there  are 
[  *  352  ]  two  distinct  ♦offences ;  Ist.  For  having  filed  a  bill,  in  the  name 
of  a  solicitor  of  the  court,  and  as  an  aggravation  thereto,  hav- 
ing done  so  without  his  consent ;  and,  2d.  That  at  the  time 
when  this  act  was  done,  Mr.  Yates  was  a  master  in  chancery, 
and  that  the  act  thus  done  was  consequently  contrary  to  the 
statute,  and  in  wilful  violation  of  his  duty  as  a  master.  For 
the  first  offence,  the  court  could  undoubtedly  proceed  as  for  a 
constructive  contempt ;  with  respect  to  the  latter,  in  my  opin- 
ion, the  court  had  no  jurisdiction. 

There  is  no  statute  prohibiting  the  use  of  a  solicitor's  name 
by  another  person,  though  there  is  a  prohibition  in  the  case  of 
an  attorney.  (I  vol.  R.  L.  221.  24  sess.  c.  32.  s.  7.  1  jBc- 
vised  Statutes,  page  109.)  There  is  a  statutory  inhibition  to  a 
master  of  the  Court  of  Chancery,  against  acting  as  solicitor  ia 
any  action  or  matter  in  that  court ;  hence  there  cannot  remain 
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a  doubt  that  the  riolation  of  the  statute  ascribed  to  Mr.  Tateij     ALBANY, 
consists  in  his  having  filed  the  bill  in  the  name  of  a  solicitor,  ,^^^li^ 
during  the  time  he  was  master.  Case  of 

It  is  an  elementary  principle,  that  where  an  act  is  done  con-  J.v.n.Yate*. 
trary  to  the  provisions  of  a  statute  forbidding  it,  an  indictment 
will  lie,  unless  the  legislature  prescribes  a  specific  forfeiture. 
I  forbear  to  give  any  opinion  whether  the  act  done  by  Mr. 
Yates^  exposed  him  to  an  indictment.  The  Court  of  Chancery 
has  proceeded  on  the  principle  that  he  had  violated  the  statute ; 
if  so,  he  certainly  was  indictable.  What  puts  this  matter  be- 
yond all  controversy  is,  that  Mr.  Yates  is  committed  ^'  for  his 
said  malpractice  and  contempt"  This  could  not  mean  that 
as  solicitor  of  that  court,  he  had  been  guilty  of  malpractice,  for 
it  no  wha-e  appears  that  he  was  a  solicitor  of  the  court ;  it  can 
have  reference  to  nothing  else,  than  that,  as  a  master  of  the 
court,  he  had  wilfully  done  an  act  contrary  to  the  statute,  and 
in  wilful  violation  oi  his  duty,  because  it  was  contrary  to  the 
statute.  It  follows,  that  the  Court  of  Chancery  has  undertaken 
to  punish  a  master  of  that  court,  whose  commission  is  derived 
from  the  *council  of  appointment,  for  his  malpractice,  in  vio-  [*353  ] 
lating  a  statute,  for  which,  if  the  statute  has  been  violated, 
there  exists,  in  a  court  of  competent  jurisdiction  only,  a  power 
of  punishing  the  individual. 

This*  leads  to  the  inquiry  whether  the  Court  of  Chancery 
possesses  criminal  jurisdiction.  I  believe  it  only  necessary  to 
state  that  it  has  not  that  jurisdiction.  The  organization  of  that 
court,  its  proceeding  according  to  the  civil  law,  without  the 
power  of  convening  a  grand  or  petit  jury,  renders  its  exercise 
of  criminal  jurisdiction  incompatible  with  every  idea  of  per- 
sonal safety  or  liberty. 

That  relief  can  be  afforded  by  habeas  corpus  where  the  con- 
viction contains  some  good  and  some  bad  matter,  the  case  of 
the  JK^  V.  CoUyer  and  Capon,  already  cited,  shows.  The 
only  difference  between  that  case  and  this,  is,  that  here  one  of 
the  grounds  of  the  conviction  is  out  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
court,  and  there  it  had  jurisdiction  of  the  whole  complaint,  but 
made  an  illegal  sentence.  The  effect  on  the  individuals  is  the 
same  in  both  cases ;  the  one  suffered  for  a  matter  of  which  the 
court  had  not  cognizance,  the  other  for  an  excess  of  authority 
in  the  judgment.  But  it  cannot  be  intended  that  the  Court  of 
Chancery  would  have  inflicted  the  same  punishment  for  a  con- 
structive contempt  only,  which  it  would  for  a  contempt  and 
also  for  a  wilful  violation  of  a  statute  by  a  public  ofiicer,  con- 
trary to  his  duty.  That  both  matters  entered  into  the  judg- 
ment of  the  court,  is  manifest  to  my  mind,  because  both  are 
carefully  recited,  and  he  is  committed  for  both.  How,  then, 
can  they  be  separated,  and  the  Court  of  Chancery  be  pre- 
sumed to  act  on  one,  when  it  professes  to  act  on  both  ?  It  ap- 
pears to  me  as  absurd  to  uphold  a  conviction  founded  upon 
good  and  bad  matter,  when  the  punishment  is  awarded  on 
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ALBANY,     both,  as  it  would  be  to  support  a  judgment  at  law,  founded 
Augufi,j809.  upQu  distinct  matters,  some  of  which  were .  actionable,  whilst 

Case  of  others  were  not. 
J. V.N. Yates.  *it  hag  been  intimated,  that  the  Court  of  Cfianceryis  a 
[  *  354  ]  court  of  such  high  jurisdiction,  that  it  was  incompetent  for  a 
judge  of  this  court,  either  to  intermeddle  with  its  process,  or 
question  the  legality  of  its  proceedings.  With  all  due  defer- 
ence for  such  an  opinion,  I  cannot  subscribe  to  it.  In  every 
case  arising  upon  habeas  corptu,  it  would  seem  to  me,  that  the 
sole  inquiry  ought  to  be.  Is  the  prisoner  legally  or  illegally  in 
custody  ?  and  not,  What  court  committed  him  ?  I  am  warranted 
IB  this  position  by  the  opinion  of  Chief  Justice  TUghmofij  in 
OlmateadCs  case;  Mrs.  Sergeant  was  brought  before  him  on 
habeas  corpus^  and  it  was  insisted  by  the  counsel  for  Olmstead, 
that  she  was  not  entitled  to  her  discharge,  even  if  the  judge 
was  of  opinion  that  the  district  court,  by  which  she  was  com- 
mitted, had  no  jurisdiction.  He  declared  his  opinion  to  be, 
that  in  the  case  supposed,  he  would  have  a  right,  and  it  would 
be  his  duty  to  discharge  the  prisoner. 

On  these  principles,  if  the  cause  was  before  me,  anew,  and 
separated  from  the  question  of  recommitment,  I  should  pro- 
nounce the  conviction  bad,  and  that  the  prisoner  was  entitled 
to  his  discharge. 

Kent,  Ch.  J.  The  return  to  the  habeas  corpus  has  imposed 
upon  the  court  the  necessity  of  discussing  and  deciding  some 
interesting  questions.  We  are  called  to  examine  into  the  valid- 
ity of  the  commitment  of  the  Court  of  Chancery,  into  the  au- 
thority of  a  judge  of  this  court,  to  interfere,  in  vacation,  upon 
habeas  corpus^  and  to  set  aside  such  commitment.  It  is  also 
made  a  question,  whether  the  act  of  the  judge,  be  not,  at  all 
events,  conclusive  upon  the  subject  matter  of  the  commitment 
This  inquiry  is,  in  every  view,  important,  and  1  shall  endeavor 
to  acquit  myself  of  my  public  duty,  by  bestowing  upon  the 
case,  a  free,  full  and  diligent  investigation. 
[*355]  *A  preliminary  question  was  raised,  and  reserved  upon  the 

I  argument,  which  must  be  disposed  of,  before  we  enter  upon 

the  consideration  of  the  merits. 

The  sheriff  returns,  not  only  the  order  of  the  Court  of 
Chancery,  of  the  5th  of  December^  by  virtue  of  which  he  took, 
and  now  holds  the  prisoner ;  but  the  order  of  the  5th  of 
September^  upon  which  the  prisoner  was  retaken,  after  the 
first  discharge  by  the  judge,  and  also  the  attachment  of  the 
17th  of  August^  upon  which  the  prisoner  was  originally  com- 
mitted. 

Unless  the  attachment  is  to  be  received  as  part  of  the  return, 
we  cannot  examine  into  the  legality  of  the  original  commit- 
ment, nor  into  the  legality  of  the  discharge  of  the  prisoner  by 
the  judge.  The  counsel  for  the  prisoner  have  contended,  that 
the  whole  return  ought  to  be  received,  as  pertinent,  and  in 
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order.    The  last  order  does  not  specify  in  what  the  contempt    Albany, 
and  malpractice  therein  mentioned  consisted,  but  it  refers  to  ,^^!!^^J^^ 
the  writ  of  attachment,  as  containing  the  true  cause  of  the  com-       case  of 
mitment.    This  order  declares  the  discharge  by  the  judge  to  J.v.n.Yatm. 
have  been  illegal  and  void,  and  it  evidently  considers,  that  the 
prisoner  ought  to  be  reclaimed,  by  virtue  of  the  attachment, 
and  that  the  recommitment  is  to  be  sustained  upon  that  ori- 
ginal process.    If  the  discharge  was  null  and  void,  this  con- 
struction was  correct,  and  the  prisoner  is  in,  as  from  the  first 
commitment    The  sheriff  could  not,  then,  return  the  true 
cause  of  the  caption  and  detention  of  the  prisoner,  without 
stating  the  attachment,  as  well  as  the  subsequent  orders ;  and 
I  am,  accordingly,  of  opinion,  that  the  whole  return  ought  to 
be  received.  , 

1.  The  first  point  raised  by  the  counsel  for  the  prisoner  is, 
whether  the  discharge  of  the  judge  be  not  conclusive  and  final, 
8o  as  to  preclude  the  Court  of  Chancery  fi'om  examining  into 
the  correctness  of  the  discharge,  and  from  recommitting  the 
prisoner  for  the  same  cause. 

*The  habeas  corpus  act,  among  the  exceptions,  states  those  [^356] 
of  ^^  persons  convict,  and  in  execution  by  legal  process,"  as 
being  entirely  out  of  the  purview  of  the  third  section,  under 
the  authority  of  which  the  habeas  corpus  was  awarded.  And 
if  the  prisoner,  when  he  was  discharged,  was  a  person  an- 
swering to  either  of  those  descriptions,  the  judge  had  no 
authority  to  bail  or  discharge  him,  and  he  ought  to  have 
been  immediately  remanded.  If  such  a  prisoner  should  be 
discharged,  the  discharge  cannot  be  binding  or  valid,  for  this 
would  be  placing  power  without  law,  upon  the  same  founda^ 
tion  with  power  exercised  according  to  law.  A  proceeding 
without  jurisdiction  is  void,  and  a  mere  nullity.  The  judge,  in 
this  case,  derived  all  his  authority  from  the  statute,  and  that 
does  not  apply,  and  of  course  does  not  make  his  discharge 
binding,  if  the  prisoner  came  within  one  of  the  exceptions 
stated. 

The  5th  section  of  the  act  which  prohibits  reimprisonment,  for 
the  same  offences,  of  persons  discharged  upon  habeas  corpus^ 
most  evidently  applies  only  to  cases  in  which  the  writ  and  dis- 
charge were  had,  pursuant  to  the  statute.  And  even  this  pro- 
hibition extends  only  to  magistrates  acting  individually,  in  va- 
cation, and  does  not  extend  to  any  court  having  jurisdiction  of 
the  cause  of  the  commitment.  Such  courts  are  expressly  ex- 
cepted fi-om  the  prohibition,  and  of  course  retain  the  same  pow- 
ers as  before  the  passing  of  the  statute.  If,  then,  the  attach- 
ment had  in  itself  been  so  defective,  as  not  to  have  been  suffi- 
cient to  have  held  the  prisoner,  the  Court  of  Chancery  might 
still  have  awarded  a  new  and  competent  warrant  of  commit- 
ment, for  the  same  cause,  for  which  the  first  warrant  issued, 
provided  the  case  was  one  of  which  that  court  had  juris- 
diction 
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ALBAirr,        In  Alphonso^s  case  (2  Bulttr.  5259.)  tl>e  Court  of  King's  Bench 
^^^y}^^  admitted  that  this  might  be  done.     He  was  committed  by  the 
Case  of       college  of  physicians,  for  practising  physic,  and  was  brought 
J.v.w.TATEt.  into  the  King's  Bench  ♦upon  habeas  carpus;  and  all  the  court 
[  *  357  ]       held  the  return  insufficient,  as  no  cause  for  the  commitment  was 
stated.     But  they  agreed,  that,  "  if  they  should  discharge  him, 
for  the  insufficiency  of  the  return,  then  the  college  would  pres- 
ently take  him  again,  and  commit  him,  and  then  would  amend 
their  return,  and  make  it  better." 

It  was  the  decision  of  a  majority  of  the  judges  who  ga?e 
their  opinions,  to  the  house  of  lords,  in  1757,  on  several  ques- 
tions relative  to  writs  of  habeas  corpus^  that  at  common  law, 
and  before  the  statute  of  31  Charles  II.  no  judge  cOuld  regu- 
larly issue  a  writ  of  habeas  corpusy  in  vacation ;  and  even  now, 
under  the  statute,  the  judge  has  no  means  to  enforce  obedience 
to  the  writ,  but  by  referring  the  case  to  the  court,  out  of  which 
the  process  is  supposed  to  issue.  It  would  then  be  extremely 
incongruous  and  singular,  if  the  act  of  a  judge  in  vacation, 
which  he  has  not  authority  to  execute,  was  to  have  the  force 
and  effect  of  a  final  judgment,  pronounced  in  the  last  resort, 
and  conclude  all  other  jurisdictions  within  the  state.  Such  a 
power  would  be  dangerous  as  well  as  unprecedented.  A  single 
judge  of  this  court  might,  in  that  case,  annul  the  decision  of 
the  rest  of  the  court,  by  discharging,  in  vacation,  a  person  com- 
mitted by  the  judgment  of  the  court.  A  power  of  this  extent 
Would  ride  over  all  the  courts  of  the  land,  and  become  per- 
fectly despotic,  if  it  was  not  subject  to  review  and  correction. 
There  is  no  trace  of  its  existence  to  be  met  with  in  the  books, 
and  the  only  colorable  ground  for  the  conclusiveness  of  the 
discharge  of  a  prisoner,  upon  habeas  corpus,  is  the  provision 
contained  in  the  5th  sec,  of  the  habeas  corpus  act ;  and  that 
provision,  as  we  have  seen,  is  limited  to  cases  properly  arising 
under  the  act,  and  in  no  respect  extends  to  courts  of*^  compe- 
tent jurisdiction. 

There  are  numerous  instances,  in  which  the  Court  of  K.  B. 
f  *  358]  and  some  cases,  in  which  the  Court  of  C.  B.  has,  *upon  habeas 
corpus,  undertaken  to  examine  and  decide  upon  the  cause  and 
the  authority  for  the  commitment  by  another  court.  But  in  all 
those  cases,  the  habeas  corpus  was  awarded  by  the  court,  and 
returnable  therein ;  and  except  in  a  few  anomalous  cases,  in 
the  time  of  James  I.,  and  of  which  I  shall  take  notice  hereafter, 
the  examination  into  the  authority  of  the  court  to  commit, 
arose  upon  commitments  by  some  inferior  court.  (12  Co. 
Chauncet/s  case.  1  Roll,  Rep,  245.  Codde's  case.  Cro.  Car. 
567.  Crawley^ s  case.  2  Bulst,  139.  Hodges  v.  Mayor  ofLisk- 
arett.  Styles,  90.  Smithes  case.  Vavg.  135.  Bushelfs  esse. 
I  Salk.  348.  BetheWs  c^ase.  1  Ld.  Raym.  99.  Bracy's  case. 
'  1  Ld.  Raym,  213.  GreonveWs  case.  1  Ld.  Raym.  545.  King 
V.  Chandler.  Stra.  794.  King  v.  ElweU.  Sayer,  44.  King  v. 
CoUyer  and  Capon,)  They  were  all  cases  of  habeas  corpus,  at 
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ccHnmon  law ;  and  I  apprehend,  that  there  is  not  an  instance     Albany, 
in  the  English  law,  of  a  judge  in  vacation  undertaking  to  de-  ^^^JU^^iJ®^ 
cide  upon  the  legality  of  a  commitment  in  execution,  by  the       case  of 
judgment  of  any  court  of  record,  and  much  less,  of  a  court  of  J.V.N.Yatis. 
the  highest  degree. 

The  powers  granted  by  the  habeas  corpus  act,  to  a  judge  in 
vacation,  were  never  intended  to  apply  in  any  such  case,  be- 
cause cases  of  that  kind  appear  to  be  carefully  excepted  in  the 
statute  ;  and  it  was  not  requisite  to  include  them,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  guarding  against  arbitrary  and  groundless  imprison- 
ment. The  statute  seems,  with  a  studied  precaution,  to  have 
declared  that  the  powers  granted  to  a  judge  in  vacation  time, 
were  not  to  affect  cases  of  imprisonment,  under  the  authority 
of  a  competent  court.  In  the  first  place,  ^^ persons  convict,  and 
persons  in  execution  by  legal  process ^^^  are  not  to  apply  to  a 
judge  for  the  allowance  of  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus.  In  the 
second  place,  a  judge  is  not  to  discharge  the  prisoner  brought 
before  him,  if  it  appears  that  he  is  detained  *^  upon  any  legal  pro- 
cess^  out  of  a  court  having  jurisdiction  of  criminal  mattersJ^ 
And  lasdy,  if  *the  prisoner  be  set  at  large,  the  prohibition  to  [  *  369  ] 
reimprison  him  for  the  same  offence,  does  not  extend  to  any 
**  court  having  jurisdiction  of  the  cause,'^  It  appears  to  me,  to 
be  unfit,  and  dangerous  to  the  orderly  administration  of  the 
law,  for  a  single  judge,  in  vacation,  to  be  charged  with  a  sum- 
mary and  plenary  power  of  review  of  the  judgmefhts  and  ex- 
ecutions of  a  regular  court  of  justice.  The  abuse  of  the  pow- 
ers of  the  established  courts  was  never,  in  any  period  of  our 
law,  so  grievous,  as  to  require  such  a  prompt  control.  And, 
perhaps,  as  much,  and  more  danger  was  to  be  apprehended 
from  the  abuse  of  such  a  remedy,  than  from  the  ^buse  of  the 
original  power. 

The  uniform  practice,  under  the  statute  of  Charles  II.  ap- 
pears to  have  coincided  with  the  construction  which  I  adopt ; 
and  which  strikes  my  mind,  as  founded  on  the  strongest  prin- 
ciples. This  settled  practice  ought  to  govern  and  conclude 
us ;  for  our  habeas  corpus  act  is  almost  a  literal  transcript  of 
the  statute  of  Charles.  The  act  of  1787  followed  the  English 
statute,  verbatim,  and  the  revised  act  of  1807,  made  only  some 
slight  abbreviations  in  the  mode  of  expression,  which  cannot, 
without  violence,  be  construed  to  alter,  in  the  least  degree,  the 
sense  and  settled  construction  of  the  former  act.  That  the 
"  niere  change  of  phraseology,"  in  the  revised  laws,  was  not  to 
work  a  change  in  the  established  interpretation,  was  the  unan- 
imous decision  of  the  Court  for  the  Correction  of  Errors,  in  1805, 
in  the  case  of  Tctylor  v.  Delancy.  (2  Caines^s  cases  in  error, 
150,  151.) 

There  seems  to  be  a  degree  of  propriety  and  consistency  in 
a  superior  court  of  appellate  jurisdiction  taking  cognizance, 
upon  the  return  of  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus,  of  the  legality  of  a 
judgment  and  commitment,  m  an  inferior  court:  but  for  a  sin- 
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ALBANY,    gle  judge  to  possess  sach  a  power,  to  be  exercised  in  Tacation, 

,^^y}^^  in  a  summary  manner,  without  argument  of  counsel,  and  upon 

Case  of       the  judgment  and  ^commitment  of  any  and  of  every  court  in 

J.v.N.YATEi.  the  state,  would  be  an  alarming  innovation  upon  our  judicial 

system. 

If,'  therefore,  upon  the  return  of  a  writ  of  habeas  carpus, 
awarded  in  vacation,  it  appears,  that  the  prisoner  stands  com- 
mitted by  the  judgment  of  a  court  of  record,  or  other  court  of 
competent  authority,  the  judge  is  bound,  immediately,  to  re- 
mand the  prisoner ;  and  he  has  no  power  to  examine  and  de- 
cide, touching  the  legality  of  the  judgment,  or  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  court.  These  questions  belong  to  the  cognizance  of  this 
court,  as  possessing  general  appellate  powers,  and  as  having 
the  supreme  control  of  all  inferior  courts.     ^ 

The  relief  granted  upon  habeas  corpus j  against  defective  con- 
victions and  commitments,  is,  in  some  respects,  analogous  to 
the  relief  obtained  upon  a  writ  of  eriror.  It  is,  in  one  respect, 
more  desirable,  because  it  is  more  prompt  in  relieving  the  pris- 
oner from  imprisonment ;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  it  leaves  the 
order,  or  judgment  of  the  court  below,  in  frill  force,  and  only 
discharges  the  party  from  the  present  effect  of  it.  Before  Bush- 
elTs  case,  no  person  was  ever  delivered  by  habeas  corpus,  or 
without  a  writ  of  error,  from  commitments  by  a  court  of  oyer  and 
terminer;  and,  since  that  time,  the  courts  will  not,  unless  the 
judgment  or  commitment  be  manifestly  bad  in  substance,  re- 
lieve on  habeas  corpus^  but  put  the  party  to  his  writ  of  error. 
{BetheWs  case,  1  SaOc.  348.  and  IRng  v.  CoUyer  and  Capon, 
Saver,  44.]) 

My  opinion,  on  the  first  point  raised  in  this  case,  accordingly, 
is,  that  the  discharge  which  took  place  in  the  vacation,  was  in 
no  respect  conclusive,  either  upon  the  Court  of  Chancery,  or 
upon  this  court ;  and  I  am  also  of  opinion,  that,  if  the  first  com- 
mitment was  good,  the  recommitment  was  equally  lawful,  for 
that  the  discharge  was  unauthorized  and  void,  inasmuch  as  it 
was  not  in  a  case  within  the  provision  of  the  habeas  corpus  act, 
and  because  a  judge  in  vacation  has  no  authority,  either  under 
[*361  ]  the  act,  or  without  it,  to  review,  and  set  aside,  as  *iUegal  and 
void,  a  formal  commitment  and  conviction  by  the  Court  of 
Chancery. 

I  shall  next  proceed  to  examine  the  merits  of  the  present 
application,  as  appearing  upon  that  part  of  the  return,  which 
sets  forth  the  original  warrant  of  conunitment,  and  as  uncon- 
nected with  any  thing  which  took  place  subsequent  to  the  first 
execution  of  the  attachment.  The  case  is  now  to  be  consid- 
ered, as  if  this  was  the  first  writ  of  habeas  corpus^  which  had 
been  sued  out  by  the  prisoner. 

The  counsel  for  the  prisoner  submitted  to  the  court  three 
objections  to  the  legality  of  the  original  warrant  of  ronmiit- 
ment,  and  they  contended,  that  upon  either  of  the  grounds, 
the  conunitment  was  illegal,  and  that  the  prisoner  ought  to  be 
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discharged.     I  shall  examine  these  several  objections  in  their     ALBANY, 
order.  ^"«^'  ***• 

1.  It  is  said,  that  the  matter  laid  to  the  charge  of  the  de-       caMof 
fendant,  was  a  misdemeanor  prohibited  by  the  statute,  and  J.V.N.Yatei. 
not  cognizable  in  chancery,  and  that  the  conviction  and  im- 
prisonment were  for  that  offence,  and  not  for  a  contempt  of 
the  court. 

The  attachment  recites  a  previous  order  of  the  court,  in 
which  it  was  declared,  that  the  defendant,  during  the  time  that 
he  was  a  master,  filed  a  bill  in  the  name  of  one  of  the  solicit- 
ors, and  had  acted  as  solicitor  in  the  prosecution  of  the  bill,  in 
the  name  of  the  person,  '^  contrary  to  the  statute  in  that  case 
made  and  provided,  in  wilful  violation  of  his  duty  as  master, 
and  in  contempt  of  the  authority  of  the  court."  Here  is  a  plain 
and  speqific  statement  of  the  cause  of  the  commitment,  and  I 
feel  no  difficulty  in  saying,  that  it  was  a  palpable  case  of  con- 
tempt, of  which  the  court  had  jurisdiction.  That  the  court 
meant  to  proceed  on  the  ground  of  the  contempt,  appears  from 
the  charge  in  the  order,  which  amounts  to  a  conviction  for  a 
contempt,  and  firom  the  subsequent  part  of  the  order,  directing 
the  prisoner  to  be  committed  ''  for  his  said  malpractice  and 
contempt."  *I  cannot  perceive,  in  thi^  order,  any  color  for  [*362l 
the  inference,  that  the  Court  of  Chancery  assumed  a  criminal 
jurisdiction,  distinct  from  the  jurisdiction  which  that  court  has 
over  contempts.  Why  should  the  court  have  done  it  ?  The 
offence  was,  in  itself,  a  contempt  of  that  court.  This  point 
cannot  well  be  controverted.  For  an  officer  in  chancery  to 
practise  as  a  soUcitor,  in  the  name  of  another  solicitor,  was 
malpractice  and  contempt;  and  to  do  it  without  the  knowl- 
edge or  consent  of  such  other  solicitor,  was  a  more  aggravated 
malpractice  and  contempt,  for  it  was  H  gross  fraud.  The  order 
does,  indeed,  go  on  to  say,  that  such  conduct  was  '^  contrary 
to^e  statute  in  that  case  made  and  provided,  and  in  wilful 
violation  of  his  duty  as  master."  And  are  those  words  to  war- 
rant the  inference,  that  the  court  intended  to  depart  frqpi  the 
exercise  of  its  undoubted  jurisdiction  in  the  case  of  contempts, 
when  it  had  a  contempt  fully  before  it,  and  to  usurp  the  crim- 
inal jurisdiction  of  a  court  of  law  ?  Is  such  a  conclusion  neces- 
sary, or  even  tolerable,  when  resting  on  such  grounds,  and  ap- 
plied to  such  a  court?  The  inference  would  be  very  severe, 
and  one  which  I  could  never  indulge,  even  if  the  order  stopped 
there.  But  when  we  connect  this  paragraph  with  the  words 
which  follow,  "  and  in  contempt  of  the  authority  of  this  court," 
and  when  we  add  the  order  thereon,  that  the  party  be  com- 
mitted ''  for  such  malpractice  and  contempt,"  the .  intention 
of  the  court  appears  to  me  to  be  manifest. 

The  statute,  which  the  court  is  supposed  to  have  alluded  to, 
18  the  act  entitled  "  An  act  concerning  counsellors,  attorvfiysy  and 
solicitorSy^  which  declares,  that  no  master  in  chancery  shall 
act  as  solicitor  in  any  action  or  matter  in  that  court.     A  viola- 
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J^ANY,  >  don  of  this  prohibition,  by  a  master,  may  possibly  be  indict- 
^^^l^^^^m^^  able,  on  the  ground  that  every  contempt  of  a  statute  is  indict- 
Caae  of      able,  if  no  ouier  punishment  be  prescribed.     But  an  offence 
J.V.N.  Yatxs.  against  this  statute,  may  also  be  a  contempt  of  the  court,  though 
[  *  363  ]       indictable ;  *and  the  court  may  punish  the  contempt.     A  great 
part  of  the  contempts  which  may  be  committed  against  a  court 
of  justice,  are  indictable  offences  ;  such,  for  instance,  as  as- 
saults committed  in  the  presence  of  the  court,  resistance  to  its 
process,  and  Ubels  upon  the  court  or  its  suitors,  in  respect  to 
matters  pending  before  it     Because  the  offence  is  indictable, 
that  circumstance  does  not,  in  any  case,  destroy  the  right  of 
the  court  to  proceed  against  the  party  for  the  contempt,  pro- 
vided the  act  complained  of  amounts  to  a  contempt. 

One  Hahin  acted  as  an  attorney  in  the  K.  B.,  in  the  name 
of  a  regular  attorney  of  the  court,  without  the  authority  of 
such  attorney,  and  the  court  granted  an  attachment  against 
him.  (1  Burr.  20.)  Yet  HaUn  seems  to  have  been  as  liable 
to  indictment  for  that  conduct,  as  the  present  defendant;  for 
the  statute  of  2  G.  II.  c.  23.  s.  1,  which  was  then  in  force,  had 
declared,  that  no  person  should  be  permitted  to  act  as  attor- 
ney, until  admitted  and  enrolled  in  the  court  It  was  as  much 
a  contempt  of  the  Court  of  Chancery,  for  the  master  to  have 
acted  as  soUcitor,  after  the  prohibition  in  the  statute,  (admit- 
ting him  to  have  been  a  solicitor  before  he  was  master,)  as  it 
would  have  been  for  any  individual  without  admission,  to  have 
acted  as  solicitor.  The  statute  suspended  the  authority  of  the 
previous  license,  so  long  as  he  continued  a  master  of  the  court; 
and  to  act  as  solicitor,  in  defiance  of  the  statute,  was  also  act- 
ing against  the  will  and  in  contempt  of  the  court. 

Every  illegal  and  unauthorized  interference  with  the  proce^ 
or  proceedings  of  a  court,  is  clearly  a  contempt  of  such  court, 
whether  that  illegality  be  created  by  statute,  or  be  declared  by 
the  rules  and  practice  of  the  court.  This  is  a  principle  so  well 
settled,  as  to  become  elementary.  The  Court  of  Chancery  was 
therefore  bound,  in  respect  to  its  own  character,  and  the  rights 
of  its  suitors,  to  animadvert,  as  for  a  contempt,  upon  a  master, 
[  *  364  ]  for  practising  as  solicitor,  contrary  to  the  statute ;  because,  *as 
far  as  relates  to  the  punishment  for  contempts,  a  court  of  chan- 
cery is  as  much  a  court  of  criminal  jurisdiction,  as  any  court 
of  law. 

The  case  stated  in  the  return  was  not  an  ordinary  violation 
of  a  statute,  of  which  the  courts  of  common  law  have  exclusive 
cognizance.  It  was  a  violation  which  carried  with  it,  of  neces- 
sity, the  commission  of  a  contempt.  It  was  a  violation  of  a  law 
relative  to  proceedings  and  practice  in  chancery,  and  committed, 
upon  the  records,  and  in  the  very  heart  of  the  court,  by  one  of 
its  officers.  This  gave  the  court  cognizance  of  the  case,  as  a 
contempt  The  conduct  of  the  prisoner,  as  set  forth  in  the  or- 
der, was  a  fi'aud,  practised  upon  a  suitor  of  the  court,  and  it 
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was  an  abuse  by  practice,  which  tended  to  injustice,  deceit    Albany. 
and, oppression.  August,  im. 

"  The  law,"  says  Serjeant  Hawkins^  (b.  2.  c.  22.  s.  2.  and  ^"^cmooT^ 
12.)  "gives  all  courts  of  record  a  kind  of  discretionary  power  J.V.N.YiiBi. 
over  all  abuses,  by  their  own  officers,  in  the  administration  or 
execution  of  justice,  which  bring  a  disgrace  on  the  courts  them- 
selves, as  not  taking  sufficient  care  to  prevent  themV  and  he 
says,  that  the  court  may  proceed  by  attachment  not  only  against 
attorney s,^  sheriffs,  &c.  but  against  any  other  officer  of  the 
court,  for  any  act  of  disobedience  or  injustice,  that  concerns 
the  practice  of  the  court.  Lord  Ch.  Baron  Comyns  lays  it 
down  generally,  that  "  an  attorney,  being  an  officer  of  the 
court,  if  he  attempts  any  thing  which  he  cannot,  or  ought  not 
to  do,  it  will  be  a  contempt  of  the  court,  for  which  an  attach- 
ment shall  go."     {Tit.  Attorney,  B.  13.) 

The  malpractice  of  officers,  if  frequent  or  unpunished,  re- 
flects dishonor  on  the  administration  of  justice,  and  creates 
among  the  people  a  disgust  against  the  courts  themselves.  This 
is  the  true  ground  of  that  salutary  and  indispensable  discre- 
tion, with  which  the  courts  are  invested,  of  controlling  and  pun- 
ishing all  kinds  of  abuse  and  lawless  practice,  in  every  ^officer  [*365  * 
belonging  to  their  jurisdiction.  If  we  were  then  to  admit,  as 
the  counsel  for  the  prisoner  contended,  that  the  prisoner  was 
attached  for  violating  the  statute,  I  should  be  of  opinion,  that 
the  attachment  was  proper,  for  the  statute  could  not  be  vio- 
lated, without  involving,  in  the  breach  of  it,  a  contempt  of  the 
court,  any  more  than  a  breach  of  the  peace  can  be  committed, 
in  the  presence  of  a  court,  without  including  in  the  commission 
of  it,  a  contempt  of  such  court. 

But  it  is  clear,  from  the  facts  stated  in  the  order,  that  the 
Court  of  Chancery  did  not  convict  the  prisoner  of  a  contempt  on 
the  principal  point,  that,  beine  master,  he  had  acted  as  solicitor. 
If  that  had  been  the  ground  of  the  contempt,  much  of  the  detail 
in  the  order  would  nave  been  omitted,  as  superfluous.  The 
averment,  that  while  he  was  master  he  had  acted  as  solicitor, 
by  filing  the  bill,  would  have  been  sufficient.  But  an  offence, 
certainly  not  within  the  statute,  is  set  forth,  and  that  is  sub- 
scribing the  name  of  Peter  W.  Yates  to  the  bill,  without  his 
knowledge  or  consent,  and  carrying  on  the  cause  in  the  name 
of  P.  T^  Yates.  This  is  the  strong  and  prominent  gravamen 
aet  forth  in  the  order,  and  it  is  a  grievance  and  contempt, 
which  the  statute  did  not  reach.  It  was  essential  to  the  dig- 
nity of  the  court,  and  to  the  purity  and  regularity  of  its  prac- 
tice, that  such  conduct  should  be  noticed  and  punished.  The 
animadversion  was  indispensable. 

I  have  hitherto  considered  the  objection  on  the  supposition, 
that  the  act  of  the  prisoner  did  really  amount  to  an  indictable 
offence  under  the  statute.  The  counsel  argued  the  case  on  this 
assumption,  and,  indeed,  without  it,  the  objection  which  I  have 
been  considering,  would  at  once  fall  to  the  ground.     But  I 
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ALBANY,  wish  here  to  be  understood,  as  not  giving  any  decided  opinion 
^^^^f^^^fj^^  on  this  point.  It  will  be  time  enough,  when  the  question 
Case  of  shall  necessarily  *call  for  an  opinion.  The  words  of  the  stat- 
J. V.N. Yates,  ute  are,  that  no  master  shall  act  as  solicitor  in  any  action ;  and 
strictly  speaking,  the  prisoner  did  not  act  as  solicitor,  but  he 
acted  as  i^gent  for  and  in  the  name  of  another  solicitor.  The 
statute  had  reference  to  acts  done  directly  by  a  master,  in  his 
own  name,  as  solicitor ;  and  this  intention  is  made  evident  by  a 
recurrence  to  the  act  of  the  20th  February^  1787,  where  this 
prohibition  is  first  to  be  found.  The  act  intended  to  render 
that  practice  unlawful,  which  was  lawAil  before.  Practising 
in  the  name  of  another  solicitor  was  always  malpractice,  and 
punished  as  such  by  the  courts.  It  is  a  fraud  practised  bodi 
upon  the  solicitor  and  the  court,  and  there  is  no  need  of  a 
statute  prohibition.  If  such  conduct  was  within  one  of  the 
mischiefs  that  the  statute  had  in  view,  the  power  of  the  courts 
was  adequate  to  meet  and  redress  it.  If  the  statute  does  in 
fact  reach  this  case,  it  is  so  far  a  declaratory  provision,  and 
perfectly  useless. 

But  if  this  court  is  to  review  the  legality  of  the  conviction  in 
chancery,  we  ought,  at  least,  to  give  the  language  of  it  a  sound 
and  liberal  interpretation,  and  every  reasonable  intendment 
should  be  made  in  support  of  the  jurisdiction  of  that  court. 
This  has  ffrown  into  a  settled  maxim.  In  BethtWs  case,  (1 
SaTk,  348!)  Lord  HoU  and  the  other  judges  agreed,  that  the 
return  was  not  regular  or  formal,  but  as  it  appeared  that  the 
prisoner  was  committed  by  a  court  having  jurisdiction  of  the 
matter,  he  was  remanded.  Serjeant  Hawkins  (J3.  2.  c.  15.  s. 
73.  76.)  lays  it  down  as  a  general  rule,  that  whenever  the  con- 
trary does  not  plainly  and  expressly  appear,  it  shall  be  presumed 
that  the  commitment  was  legal ;  and  he  adds,  that  the  superior 
courts  pay  the  highest  regard  to  one  another's  proceedings,  and 
will  presume  them  to  be  agreeable  to  law,  unless  the  contrary 
appear,  or  the  case  be  very  extraordinary.  We  are  then  bound 
[  *367  ]  to  say,  that  if  a  competent  authority  be  shown,  no  *words  of 
equivocal  import,  in  drawing  up  the  order,  can  or  ought  to  affect 
it.  To  set  aside  the  conviction,  as  coram  nan  judice,  because 
the  order  declares  the  act  of  the  prisoner  to  be  against  the  stat- 
ute, and  his  duty  as  master,  as  well  as  in  contempt  of  the  court, 
would  be  to  adopt  a  construction  rigorous  beyond  example. 
Utile  per  inutile  non  vitiatur.  In  the  case  of  Ilvggonsony  a 
printer,  (2  At.  469.)  who  was  adjudgedby  Lord  Ibtardwicke 
guilty  of  a  contempt  in  publishing  a  defamatory  libel  upon 
certain  persons  who  had  made  affidavits  in  chancery,  the  lord 
chancellor  takes  great  pains  to  prove  the  paper  a  defamatory 
libel,  or  in  other  words,  an  indictable  oflence,  and  he  con- 
cludes with  declaring  it  also  a  contempt  of  his  court,  for  which 
the  party  was  committed,  according  to  the  common  order  of 
the  court  in  such  cases.  I  believe  it  was  never  supposed  that 
Lord  Hardwicke  usurped  jurisdiction,  and  that  his  commitment 
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was  Toid,  because  he  showed  a  paper  to  be  a  libel,  as  well  as    Albany, 
a  coDtempt.     Those  words  were  thrown  in,  to  denote  the  ag-  /[^JUf^i^ 
gravation  of  the  case ;  but  the  exercise  of  the  power  of  the  court       case  of 
was  justly  appHed  to  the  ccmtempt,  and  not  to  the  libel.  J.V.N.Yatw 

As  to  the  manner  of  drawing  up  orders  in  chancery,  his  lord- 
rfiip  observed,  in  the  case  ofSaJcer  r.  Hart^  (2  Aik.  489.)  that 
lie  wished  the  orders  of  his  court  were  framed  with  the  same 
simplicity,  as  orders  made  by  the  courts  of  law.  They  usually 
contain  a  recital  of  the  principal  facts ;  and  this  habitual  want 
of  precision,  in  chancery  orders,  may  account  for  some  super- 
fluous expressions  in  the  present  case,  though  the  order  of 
commitment  for  **  malpractice  and  contempt,"  was  agreeable 
to  the  usual  course.  The  word  malpractice  is  an  appropriate 
term  for  a  contempt  committed  by  an  attorney  or  solicitor,  in 
abusing  the  practice  of  the  court ;  and  the  most  that  can  be 
said  of  the  order  before  us  is,  that  it  uses  two  words  of  synon- 
.  ymous  import,  to  express  the  same  idea. 

*The  return  then  shows,  evidently,  that  the  proceeding  and       [*868] 
commititient  in  chancery  was  for  a  contempt ;  and  on  this  sub- 
ject it  may  be  useful  to  look  into  the  English  decisions. 

Several  cases  arose  in  the  time  of  James  I.  in  which  the  Court 
of  K.  fi.  discharged  persons  upon  habeas  corpus^  who  were  com- 
mitted by  the  Court  of  Chancery  for  contempts.  In  the  cases  of 
Astwick  and  Apsley  {Moore,  839,  840.  1  Roll,  Rep.  192.)  the 
cause  and  particulars  of  the  contempt  were  not  set  forth,  so  as 
to  enable  the  Court  of  K.  B.  to  exercise  its  assumed  power,  to 
judge  of  the  sufficiency  of  the  contempt,  and  this  is  said  to  have 
been  the  reason  for  the  discharge  in  those  cases.  And  there- 
fore, in  Allen^s  case,  {Moore,  840.)  as  the  cause  of  the  contempt 
was  given,  viz.  in  not  performing  a  certain  decree,  therein  made, 
the  prisoner  was  remanded.  But  even  this  did  not  satisfy  in 
GlanviUe's  case,  (Moore,  838.  3  Bulst  301 .  Cro.  Jac.  343.)  for 
there  it  appeared,  by  the  return,  that  he  was  committed  by  the 
Court  of  Chancery,  for  breach  of  a  decree,  and  yet  he  was  dis- 
charged by  the  Court  of  K.  B.  which  held  the  decree  illegal ; 
and  this  decision  led  to  an  open  struggle  between  those  courts 
for  jurisdiction  ;  for  Glanville  was  afterwards  committed  by 
the  Court  of  Chancery,  for  the  same  cause,  and  again  deliv- 
ered by  the  Court  of  K  B. 

Respecting  the  authority  of  these  cases,  Serjeant  Hawkins 
(B.  2.  c.  15.  s.  76.)  remarks,  that  as  to  the  Court  of  K.  B.  bail- 
ing persons,  committed  by  the  Court  of  Chancery,  little  is  said 
in  the  books,  except  in  the  reign  of  James  I.  when  Lord  CoJce 
was  Ch.  J.,  and  when  there  was  great  heat  and  contest  between 
those  courts,  and  several  persons  committed  by  chancery  were 
bailed  by  the  K.  B.  But  ne  adds  that  he  had  not  met  with  any 
late  precedent  of  the  kind,  and  he  intimates,  that  the  long  dis- 
use of  such  proceedings  had  lessened  the  authority  of  those 
cases.  In  another  place  (2  BL  Rep.  757.)  they  are  called 
hasty  decisions.     *They  arose  out  of  a  violent  contest,  con-      [ 
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cerning  which  it  is  has  been  uniformly  admitted,  that  the  Court 
of  K.  B.  was  wrong ;  and  that  Lord  Cokeys  conduct  was  not 
only  erroneous  but  intemperate.  Those  cases  ought  not, 
therefore,  to  be  cited,  as  precedents,  and  especially  since  they 
are  counteracted  by  the  whole  current  of  subsequent  decisions. 

In  the  very  next  reign,  we  find  the  court  adopting  different 
principles,  and  pursuing  a  more  moderate  course  of  conduct, 
and  one  more  consistent  with  the  privileges  of  other  courts. 
This  appears  from  Chambers's  case,  (^Cro,  Car.  168.)  who  was 
committed  by  the  star  chamber,  for  a  contempt,  and  upon  beinc 
brought  into  the  K.  B.  on  habeas  corpus^  he  was  remanded,  and 
the  court  said,  that "  it  was  not  the  usage  of  that  court,  to  de- 
liver one  committed  by  the  decree  of  one  of  the  courts  of  jus- 
tice." In  a  subsequent  case,  in  that  reign,  {Cro.  Car.  519.) 
one  /.  Sly  who  had  been  committed  by  the  exchequer,  for  not 
paying  a  fine,  was  brought  up  by  habeas  corpus,  and  remanded, 
"  because  the  commitment  was  by  a  judicial  court." 

In  the  case  of  the  Earl  of  Shaftsbury,  (2  St,  Tri.  615.  1  Mod, 
144.)  who  was  imprisoned  by  the  house  of  lords,  for  "  high  con- 
tempts committed  against  it,"  and  brought  into  the  K.  B.,  the 
court  held  that  they  had  no  authority  to  judge  of  the  contempt, 
and  remanded  the  prisoner.  The  court,  in  that  case,  seem  to 
have  laid  down  a  principle  fi^om  which  they  never  have  depart- 
ed, and  which  is  essential  to  the  due  administration  of  justice. 
This  principle,  that  every  court,  at  least  of  the  superior  kind, 
in  which  great  confidence  is  placed,  must  be  the  solejud^e,  in 
the  last  resort,  of  contempts  arising  therein,  is  more  exphcitly 
defined,  and  more  emphatically  enforced,  in  the  two  subse- 
quent cases  of  the  ^ueen  v.  Paty  and  others,  and  of  the  Kinff 
V.  Crosby.  In  the  first  of  those  cases  (2  Ld.  Raym.  1105^ 
the  majority  of  the  court  determined,  that  they  had  no  juris- 
diction over  the  case  of  *a  conteippt  adjudged  in  the  house  of 
commons,  and  they  said  that  warrants  of  commitment,  for  a 
contempt  both  in  chancery  and  the  K.  B.  were  short,  without 
specifying  particulars,  and  yet  such  warrants  were  suffered, 
for  there  was  a  difference  between  a  commitment  for  a  crime, 
and  for  a  contempt. 

In  Crosby's  case,  (3  Wih.  188.  2  Bl.  Rep,  754.)  the  language 
of  the  judges  is  singularly  impressive.  He  was  committed  hj 
the  house  of  commons,  for  a  breach  of  privilege,  and  brought 
up  on  haheas  corpus.  The  poin(t  strictly  before  the  court,  and 
decided,  was  the  same  as  in  the  preceding  case ;  but  the  subject 
unavoidably  led  the  judges  into  the  consideration  of  adjudica- 
tions for  contempts  committed  in  the  courts  of  justice.  Their 
clear  exposition  of  the  law,  on  this  head,  did  not  partake  of 
the  nature  of  obiter  dicta,  but  they  were  solemn  and  deliberate 
opinions  of  the  whole  court,  two  of  the  judges  of  which  have, 
perhaps,  never  been  surpassed  in  their  distinguished  reputation 
for  talents  and  learning.  Lord  Ch.  J.  De  Grey  observed  tha< 
"  when  the  house  of  cooHnoiis  adjudge  any  thing  to  be  a  coo- 
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tmpt,  or  a  breach  of  privilege,  thair  adjudication  was  a  coa-  ALBANY, 
viction,  and  their  commitment  in  consequence,  was  execution ;  ,^^^!f*J^r^ 
and  that  no  court  could  discharge  or  bail  a  person  that  was  in  case  of 
execution,  by  the  judgment  of  any  other  court."  "It- was  not  J.V.N.Yai  ci. 
the  practice  of  the  courts  in  ordinary  cases,  to  take  cognizance 
of  such  executions,  or  of  commitments  of  that  kind,  and  there 
was  no  precedent  of  Westminster  Hall  interfering  in  such  a 
case.  That  it  was  held  in  a  case  in  the  Year  Books^  that 
every  court  should  determine  of  the  privilege  of  that  court 
That  if  the  Court  of  C.  B.. should  commit  ^  person  for  af  con- 
tempt, the  Court  of  K.  B.  would  not  inquire  into  the  legality 
or  particular  cause  of  commitment,  if  a  contempt  was  returned, 
for  in  this  respect,  the  courts  were  coordinate.  That  the 
courts  of  K.  B.  and  C.  B.  never  discharged  any  person  *com-  [  *  371  | 
mitted  for  contempt,  in  not  answering  in  the  Court  of  Chancery, 
if  the  return  was  for  a  contempt.  That  if  the  Court  of  Chan- 
cery, or  the  Admiralty  Court,  commit  for  a  contempt,  no  other 
court  discharges  the  persons  committed.  That  in  Ch.  J.  Wil- 
mofs  time,  a  person  was  brought  by  habeas  corpus  into  C.  6. 
who  had  been  committed  by  the  Court  of  Chancery  of  Durham^ 
aod  that  court  being  competent,  and  having  jurisdiction,  the 
man  was  remanded.  That  perhaps  a  contempt  in  the  house 
of  commons,  in  the  chancery,  in  the  C.  B.  and  in  the  court  of 
Durham^  might  be  very  different ;  and  therefore  every  court 
must  be  sole  judge  of  its  own  contempts.  That  if  the  C.  B. 
could  determine  upon  the  contempts  of  any  other  court,  so 
might  the  other  courts  of  Westminster  Hall ;  and  what  confu- 
sion would  then  ensue  ?  Abuses  may  be  made,  for  which  there 
is  no  remedy,  but  this  was  unavoidable  ;  and  it  was  better  to 
leave  some  courts  to  the  obligation  of  their  oaths.  That  in 
the  case  of  a  commitment  by  the  K.  B.  or  C.  B.  there  was  no 
appeal.  That  if  the  courts  should  abuse  their  jurisdiction,  it 
would  be  a  public  grievance,  and  redress  must  be  sought  from 
the  legislature.  That  if  the  two  houses  of  parliament  also,  as 
well  as  the  courts  of  law,  should  abuse  the  powers  which  the 
constitution  has  given  them,  it  would  be  a  public  grievance. 
That  the  constitution  had  provided  checks,  to  prevent  its  hap- 
pening ;  it  must  be  left  at  large ;  it  was  wise  to  leave  it 
at  large ;  some  persons,  some  courts,  must  be  trusted  with 
discretionary  powers ;  and  though  it  is  possible,  it  was  in 
the  highest  degree  improbable  that  such  abuses  should  ever 
happen." 

Mr.  Justige  Blackstone  pursued  the  same  train  of  observation, 
and  declared  that  all  courts,  by  which  he  meant  to  include  the 
two  houses  of  parliament,  and  the  courts  of  Westminster  HaU^ 
could  have  no  control  in  matters  of  contempt.  That  the  sole 
adjudication  of  contempts,  and  the  punishments  thereof,  be- 
longed exclusively,  *and  without  interfering,  to  each  respective  [  *  312] 
court  That  infinite  confusion  and  disorder  would,  follow,  if 
every  court  of  the  hall  should  have  power  to  examine  the  com- 
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ALBANY,     mitments  of  the  other  courts  for  contempts.    Tliat  the  judg- 

^^^^^tj^^  ment  and  commitment  of  each  respective  court,  as  to  contempts, 

Case  of       must  be  final,  and  without  control.     It  was  a  confidence  that 

J. V.N. Yates,  might,  with  perfect  safety,  be  reposed  in  the  judges  and  the 

houses  of  parliament.     That  the  objection  as  to  abusive  cpn- 

sequences,  proved  too  much,  because  it  was  applicable  to  all 

courts  of  dernier  resort^  and  general  convenience  must  always 

outweigh  partial  inconvenience. 

I  have  cited  the  opinions  of  these  judges  much  at  large,  be- 
cause I  could  not  hope  to  improve  upon  the  strength  of  their 
observations  ;  and  I  entertain  the  most  perfect  conviction,  that 
the  law,  as  they  declared  it  in  this  case,  was  well  understood, 
and  definitively  established,  as  part  of  the  common  law  of 
England^  at  the  time  of  our  revolution.  Mr.  Justice  Grow, 
many  years  afterwards,  (8  Term  Rep.  325.)  thought  he  did 
enouffh  to  prove  the  settlement  of  the  law  on  this  subject,  by 
merely  quoting  this  very  able  decision  of  Lord  Ch.  J.  De 
Grey, 

2.  But  admitting  that  the  prisoner  was  committed  for  a 
contempt,  his  counsel  have  contended  that  the  conviction  was 
bad,  because  it  was  not  founded  upon  sufficient  evidence,  as 
it  is  not  stated  in  the  order,  that  the  prisoner  was  examined 
upon  interrogatories. 

It  does  not  appear  upon  the  return,  whether  the  prisoner  was, 
or  was  not,  examined  upon  interrogatories.  The  order  is  silent 
as  to  that  fact,  and  it  is  by  inference  only  that  the  counsel  can 
draw  such  a  conclusion  from  the  return.  Assuming  that  the 
prisoner  was  not  examined,  and  that  this  court  was  authorized 
to  review  the  proceeding,  I  am  not  prepared  to  say  that  such 
an  examination  was  indispensable.  This  would  depend  upon 
the  usage  and  practice  of  the  court,  and  it  must  rest  upon 
[  *  373  ]  *sound  discretion,  in  each  particular  case  ;  for  it  is  a  settled 
rule  in  chancery,  that  if  the  defendant  be  examined  on  oath, 
touching  a  contempt,  his  denial  is  not  conclusive,  and  the 
court  will  examine  witnesses  on  both  sides,  and  decide  accord- 
ing to  the  weight  of  testimony.  There  is,  then,  no  reason  that 
the  party  charged  in  chancery  with  a  contempt,  should  be  en- 
titled to  claim  as  a  matter  of  right,  to  purge  himself  upon 
oath,  because  such  purgation  is  no  acquittal,  as  it  is  at  law. 
(4  Bl.  Com,  284.  Dou^.  516.)  But  it  is  a  decisive  answer  to 
this  objection,  that  we  have  no  authority  to  inquire  upon  this 
return  into  the  proceedings  in  chancery,  prior  to  the  convic- 
tion. It  is  enough  for  us  that  we  see,  on  the  face  of  the  return, 
an  adjudication  or  conviction  for  a  contempt,  and  a  commit- 
ment in  pursuance  of  such  conviction.  By  what  means  the 
Court  of  Chancery  arrived  at  the  adjudication,  we  are  not  to 
inquire,  for  this  court  is  not  intrusted  by  the  constitution  with 
the  power  of  sustaining  appeals  from  chancery.  We  can  only 
act  judicially  upon  the  facts  appearing  upon  the  return.  We 
have  not  the  proceedings  and  evidence  before  us ;  and  to  sit 
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hefe  in  judgment  upon  them,  with  only  ex  parte  suggestions     Albany, 
and  arguments  to  guide  us,  would  be  extravagant.     I  oisclaim  ^A^jjRij^m^ 
any  such  power.     We  are  bound  to  presume,  that  the  prose-       case  of 
cation  for  the  contempt  down  to  the  conviction,  was  duly  con-  J.v.n.Yatks, 
ducted  ;   and  I  entertain  a  persuasion,  from  the  character  of 
the  court,  that  if  all  the  facts  were  fairly  before  us,  they  would 
demonstrate  the  moderation  and  regularity  of  the  proceedings. 
It  is  sufficient  for  us  here,  that  we  see  by  the  return,  a  con- 
viction for  a  contempt,  and  a  commitment  by  a  court  of  com- 
petent authority. 

3.  The  last  objection  taken  to  the  sufficiency  of  the  return 
18,  that  the  prisoner  was  committed  until  the  further  order  of 
the  court. 

*It  was  admitted  that  this  is  the  usual  form  of  the  order  of  [  *  374  ] 
commitment  for  a  contempt  in  chancery,  as  well  as  in  the 
courts  of  common  law.  If  we  are  all  in  an  error  upon  this 
point,  it  18  time  that  the  practice  was  revised  ;  but  it  would  ill 
become  this  court  to  discharge  the  prisoner,  by  reason  of  an 
exception  which  applies  equdly  to  the  practice  of  this  court, 
and  which  has  been  .established  in  all  the  English  courts,  and 
in  the  two  houses  of  parliament,  from  dmost  time  im- 
memorial. 

The  couqsel  for  the  prisoner  traced  the  chancery  practice, 
as  laid  down  in  the  Practical  Register^  and  in  fVesfs  Sywbolog^ 
raphy,  back  to  the  period  of  the  Year  Booksj  to  show  that  it 
had  no  foundation  there.  But  it  would  be  extremely  unwise 
to  overset  an  established  practice  and  course  of  precedents,  * 

because  such  a  remote  origin  cannot  be  shown.  Our  most 
valuable  institutions  could  not  endure  so  severe  a  test.  The 
forms  of  administering  justice,  in  all  their  practical  details,  have 
undergone  essential  changes  and  vast  improvements.  The 
time  of  the  Year  Books  was,  even  at  Westminster  Hall^  a  time 
of  comparative  ignorance  and  barbarism ;  and  if  precedents 
from  that  infant  period  of  our  law,  were  admitted  to  control 
the  cultivated  jurisprudence  of  the  present  day,  they  would 
degrade,  or  at  least  tarnish,  the  character  which  it  now  enjoys, 
in  the  maturity  of  its  age,  and  the  height  of  its  prosperity. 

The  practice  of  conmiitments  for  contempts,  during  pleasure, 
prevails  iti  the  house  of  assembly  of  this  state,  ( Colony  Journals^ 
V.  2.  510.  and  State  Journals  for  1796,)  as  well  as  in  the  house 
of  commons  in  Great  Britain.    It  has  become  too  deep  rooted  ^ 

and  inveterate  a  practice  for  us  now  to  correct ;  and  I  am  per- 
suaded that  there  exists  sound  reasons  for  the  universal  adoption 
of  it,  and  that  it  has  not  been  found,  upon  experience,  to  be 
injurious  to  the  liberty  of  the  subject.  The  objection  is,  at  this 
time^  new.  It  was  taken  in  the  JEarl  of*Shaftsbury^s  case,  and  [  *  375  ] 
also  in  that  of  The  Oueen  v.  Paty  and  others ;  but  in  the  latter 
case,  though  Ch.  J.  llolt  objected  to  the  sufficiency  of  the  re- 
turn, he  took  *  no  notice  of  this  objection ;  and  Mr.  Justice 
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ALBANY,     Powys  said  that  a  commitment  during  the  pleasure  of  the  housei 

August,  im    ^^  more  &vorabIe  to  the  prisoner,  and  more  for  his  benefit. 

Case  of      ^^^  A  commitment  for  a  certain  time,  as  it  leaves  to  the  house 

j.v.n.Yatei.  a  power  to  discharge  the  prisoner  upon  his  submission.    He 

said  that  it  was  agreeable  to  the  constant  forms  of  commitment 

by  the  commons ;  and  was  conformable  to  the  commitments 

by  the  K.  B.  which  are  implied  to  be  during  the  pleasure  oi 

the  court.     (2  Ld.  Ravm.  1108.) 

If  the  time  should  be  definite  in  the  sentence,  the  court 
could  not  alter  it,  even  upon  the  submission  of  the  party ;  and 
it  would  operate  rigorously  upon  him.  The  courts  would  feel 
obliged  to  commit  for  a  time  adequate  to  make  due  reparation 
for  the  contempt,  without  any  submission.  It  is  the  estab- 
lished course,  in  the  courts  of  law  and  equity,  and  in  the  legis- 
lature, to  receive  the  submission  of  the  party,  whenever  he  is 
ready  to  offer  it,  and  on  reasonable  satis&ction  made,  to  dis- 
charge him.  The  party  offending  ought  to  submit,  and  the 
form  of  the  order  is  tfie  most  effectual  way  to  ensure  it 
There  is  no  such  thing  as  an  abuse  of  this  power  in  modern 
times.  The  case  probably  is  not  to  be  found.  An  alarm 
cannot  be  excited  at  its  existence,  in  the  extent  now  laid  down. 
It  is  given  to  the  courts,  only  for  their  preservation,  in  order  to 
enable  them  to  repel  insults,  <  to  protect  suitors,  ^o  support 
their  process,  and  to  be  an  asylum  from  violence  and  op- 
pression. 

The  judicial  is,  from  its  very  constitution,  the  feeblest  de- 
partment in  government.  "  Des  trois  pvissances,''^  says  Man- 
tesquieUy  "  dont  nous  avons  parity  celle  de  juger  est  en  quelque 
facon  nulle,^^  {U Esprit  des  Loixy  liv.  11.  c.  6.)  It  is  so 
checked,  and  so  controlled,  that  it  cannot  essentially  abuse  its 
powers.  The  tendency  of  the  times  is  rather  to  indi^ce  the 
[•376]  courts  to  relax,  than  increase  in  the  ^severity  of  their  ancient 
discipline,  to  exercise  their  power  over  contempts  with  extreme 
moderation,  and  never  to  resort  to  it,  but  when  urged  by  the 
most  commanding  necessity.  Sound  discretion  must  use  and 
apply  the  power  we  have  been  considering,  and  sound  dis- 
cretion is  and  must  be  confided  to  the  highest  tribunals,  on 
this  subject.  The  trust  is  given  to  the  courts,  not  for  them- 
selves, but  for  the  public,  who  are  deeply  interested  in  the 
preservation  of  this  power,  in  its  accustomed  vigor. 

I  am,  accordingly,  of  opinion,  that  the  prisoner  must  be 
^     remanded. 

Van  Ness,  J.,  and  Thompson,  J.,  were  of  the  same  opinion. 

T%e  Caurty  thereupon,  made  the  following  order : 

Ordered,  that  the  said  John  V.  N.  Yates  be  remitted  to  the 
custody  of  the  sherifi*  of  the  city  and  county  of  Albany ,  to  re- 
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■mu  in  the  same  state  in  which  he  was  at  the  time  of  the  issu-    albant, 
iif  of  the  said  writ  of  habeas  corpui.  v^]I5^^ii2^ 

Motion  denied,  (a) 


and 


\)  The  prisoner  having  been  bailed  to  appear  at  this  term,  he  was  called, 
not  appearing,  his  recognisance  waa  ordered  to  be  estreated. 


*The  President  and  Directors  of  the  Manhattan      [*377] 
Company  against  Ltdip* 

THIS  was  an  action  of  assumpsit  for  money  had  and  received  Where  an  ac-  \ 
to  the  use  of  the  plaintiff;  being  the  sum  of  1,452  dollars,  paid  ^XiI*%wuS 
by  the  plaintiffs  to  the  checks  or  drafts  of  the  defendant,  be-  '*^  cannoibe 
tween  the  I9th  March  and  the  20th  July,  1803,  inclusive.  TyT'S^iT^BJ?; 
The  cause  was  tried  at  the  New-Tork  sittings,  in  November,  be  opened  for 
1806,  before  Mr.  Justice  Tompkins.  Swi^SirV- 

The  plaintiff's  proved  the  payment  of  the  checks  in  question,  *»«"'«''  >*€"»''• 
and  the  deficiency  in  the  deposits  of  the  defendant,  during  the  bajjc^wh^act^ 
period  above-mentioned.  From  the  regulations  of  the  bank,  as  ««  «  book  keep- 
to  the  mode  of  transacting  business,  it  appeared,  that  it  is  the  prUoiiar^duty 
duty  of  a  clerk  in  the  b^k,  called  the  receiving  teller,  to  receive  'JJ^JJ®  *°  K«*p 
all  the  moneys  deposited  in  the  bank';  and  when  received,  to  which  ^'  'en° 
enter  the  amount,  with  the  name  of  the  person  for  whom  it  is  }f»««  we  copied 
received,  in  a  book,  called  the  cash  book.  In  case  of  the  ab-  /m"  oook,  re^ 
sence  or  sickness  of  the  receiving  teller,  some  other  clerk  is  f^*^®*'.'"**''^ 
appointed  to  act,  temporarily,  in  his  place ;  and  occasionally,  was  a  'dealer 
when  there  is  an  unusual  press  of  business,  some  other  clerk  ]^'*'^^  ^*"^' 
acts  as  an  assistant  teller  ;  but  there  is  a  particular  place  in  the  o?  bavi^'^ 
bank  appropriated  for  the  teller,  where  all  money  is  reffularly  ?«")•  deposited 

•1       ■  t  ^L  I-  A.  J.  11       •     A  •         J  'a       A  in  Ihe bank, and 

paid,  and  the  person  who  acts  as  teller  is  to  receive  deposits  at  which  he  eniei^ 
that  place  only.  It^  is  the  duty  of  the  book-keeper  to  keep  the  ^Ij^J^'®^''' 
ledger  only,  and  to  post  from  the  cash  book,  kept  by  the  teller,  into  ibedeaieA 
all  entries  of  cash  into  the  ledger.  He  has  no  right  to  receive  *>*>k  ^^'^f  *«* 
*money  ;  but  there  have  been  instances,  where  a  book-keeper,  [  *378  ] 
on  account  of  a  great  pressure  of  business,  has  assisted  the  ^^*:**  T^  "J^ 
receiving  teller,  or  suppUed  his  place  during  his  absence  or  SiSIor  Mter- 
sickness.  ffi"  ^  ^^^^ 

book,  and  was 
foppoaed  to  be 
«ibeszled  with  other  moneys  bj  the  clerk,  who  absconded  ;  it  was  bek),  that  the  derk,  in  making  the  de- 
posit, was  the  agent  of  A.  and  not  ofthe  bank:  and  that  A.  must  be  answerable  for  the  dejicUin  the  deposit 

Wnether  doe  diligence  was  used  by  the  bank,  to  detect  the  fraud  ofthe  clerk,  is  a  Question  of  law ;  if  the 
bank  take  the  usual  and  customary  mode,  to  detect  the  frauds  or  mistakes  of  its  clerks,  it  will  be  sufficieiit 
ctidsnee  of  due  diligence. 

If  a  dealer  with  the  bank,  send  his  bank  book,  with  the  money  to  be  deposited,  and  the  derk  enters  the 
■Boont  to  his  cre^t,  in  the  bank  book,  at  the  time  the  deposit  is  made,  it  is  conclusive  on  the  bank :  aUter, 
V  the  deposit  is  first  made,  and  the  entry  is  afterwards  copied  from  the  ledger  into  the  dealer's  bank  book. 
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Each  dealer  with  the  bank  is  furnished  with  a  small  book, 
commonly  called  his  bank  book,  in  which  his  accounts  with  the 
l>ank  are  stated  ;  and  when  any  deposit  is  to  be  made,  it  is  reg- 
ular to  send  this  bank  book  with  the  deposit,  and  the  person 
acting  as  receiving  teller  enters  the  amount  of  the  deposit  in  the 
book,  at  the  time  it  is  mude.  Sometimes,  however,  this  little 
bank  boo)c  is  not  sent ;  and  when  that  happens,  the  book  is 
afterwards  written  up,  and  the  entries  of  the  deposits  made 
from  the  ledger  ;  in  which  case  the  entries  always  appear  in  the 
hand-writing  of  the  book-keeper,  whose  duty  it  is  to  write  up 
and  balance  the  dealer's  bank  book.  This  book,  and  the 
money  to  be  deposited,  are  frequently  sent  by  the  clerks  of  the 
persons  dealing  with  the  bank.  The  regulations  above-men- 
tioned are  established  by  the  bank,  of  which  no  special  notice 
is  given  to  those  dealing  with  it. 

It  appeared  that  one  B,  Brower  was  a  book-keeper  in  the 
bank,  during  the  above  periods ;  and  that,  in  that  capacity,  he 
kept  the  ledger  A.  to  L.  inclusive,  in  which  was  the  account 
between  the  defendant  and  the  bank.  On  the  19th  March^ 
1803,  there  appeared  to  be  a  credit  in  the  ledger  to  the 
defendant,  of  882  dollars  and  75  centd,  and  which  credit  was 
made  in  the  hand-writing  of  Brower ;  but  the  sum  was  not 
entered  in  the  cash  book,  kept  by  the  teller.  On  the  21st  of 
March,  1803,  a  similar  credit  appeared  in  the  ledger,  in  the 
hand-writing  of  Urow^cr,  for  75  dollars  and  50  cents,  which  was 
not  entered  in  the  teller's  cash  book.  On  the  20th  July  fol- 
lowing, there  was  ,a  similar-entry  in  the  ledger,  in  the  same 
hand-writing,  of  the  sum  of  293  doll&rs  and  17  cents.  On 
the  19th  and  21st  March^  the  receiving  teller  was  at  his  place 
in  the  *bank,  and  he  testified,  that  the  sums  of  882  dollars  and 
75  cents,  and  75  dollars  and  50  cents,  credited  to  the  defend- 
ant in  the  ledger,  were  not  received  by  him,  nor,  to  his  knowl- 
edge, by  any  other  clerk  in  the  bank,  nor  were  they  entered 
in  the  cash  book. 

On  the  20th  July,  one  Jones,  since  deceased,  acted  in  the 
place  of  the  teller ;  and  the  cash  book  of  that  day  did  not 
contain  any  entry  of  the  said  sum  of  293  dollars  and  75  cents; 
but  all  the  money  delivered  over  by  him,  as  received  on  that 
day,  on  being  counted,  at  the  closing  of  the  bank,  corre- 
sponded with  the  entries  in  the  cash  book.  On  the  1 1  th  JMiiy, 
1803,  the  defendant  was  credited  in  the  ledger  kept  by  BrotP- 
er,  with  the  sum  of  900  dollars ;  but  the  sum  deposited,  and 
entered  in  the  cash  book,  was  800  dollars  only ;  and  on  the 
13th  June,  a  credit  was  entered  to  the  defendant,  in  the  same 
ledger,  for  190  dollars  87  cents,  when  the  sum  deposited  and 
entered  in  the  cash  book,  was  only  90  dolUirs  and  87  cents. 

All  the  sums  above-mentioned  were  entered  in  the  bank 
book  of  the  defendant,  produced  at  the  trial,  in  the  hand- 
writing of  Brower;  and  the  account,  in  the  same  book,  had 
been  balanced  three  times,  between  the  19th  March  and  the 
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SOCh  Jwbfj  1803,  to  wit,  on  the  22d  March,  the  20th  May,  and     ALBAl^ 

the  27th  Jme :  once  by  a  clerk,  who  acted  for  Brower,  in    ^'V"^  >w. 

his  absence,  and  twice  by  Brower  himself,  whose  duty  it  was, 

as  keeper  of  the  ledger,  to  cast  up  and  balance  the  books. 

In  doinK  this,  the  practice  is  to  transcribe  from  the  debtor  side 

of  the  ledger,  all  sums  drawn  for  by  checks  of  the  dealer, 

who  is  credited  with  all  sums  not  before  entered  in  his  bank 

book. 

This  bank  hwAi  is  the  only  document  or  evidence  that  the 
dealer  with  the  bank  has  of  his  transactions  with  the  bank ; 
it  is  a  request  of  the  bank,  that  it  should  be  sent  often  to  be 
written  up  and  balanced ;  and  the  dealer  accordingly  sends 
his  book  to  the  bank,  where  it  remains  until  it  is  written  up 
and  balanced,  by  the  clerks  of  *the  bank.  This  is  done  by 
comparing  it  with  the  ledger,  inserting  all  the  debts  and 
credits,  and  stating  the  balance  as  it  appears  in  the  ledger ; 
and  when  thus  balanced,  it  is  returned  by  the  bank,  to  the 
dealer. 

When  the  bank  book  was  written  up,  in  the  absence  of 
Brower,  it  happened  in  the  following  manner :  The  plaintiiTs 
sent  a  notice  to  the  defendant,  that  his  account  was  over- 
drawn ;  and  the  deficiency  claimed  by  the  plaintiffs  was  im- 
mediately paid  ;  this  was  on  the  27th  June,  1803. 

A  dealer^s  bank  book,  belonging  to  JR.  G.,  was  produced,  in 
which  were  several  entries  of  sums  deposited  to  his  credit,  in 
the  hand-writing  of  Brower,  on  the  day  when  the  receiving 
teller  appeared  to  be  in  his  place  in  the  bank,  and  which 
deposits  Were  also  entered  in  the  cash  book.  It  happened 
that  once,  on  the  7th  December,  1802,  an  entry  was  made  in 
the  same  bank  book,  of  a  deposit  of  150  dollars,  to  the  credit 
of  the  same  dealer,  in  the  hand-writing  of  Brower,  and  which 
was  entered  in  the  ledger ;  but  no  entry  thereof  was  made  in 
the  receiving  teller's  cash  book,  though  it  appeared  that  the 
teller  acted  in  his  place  on  that  day,  and  not  jSrower.    ' 

It  appeared  that  Brower  eloped  from  the  city  on  the  17th 
August^  1803;  having  fraudulently  taken  money  fitun  the 
bank,  to  the  amount  of  10,000  dollars. 

According  to  the  regulations  of  the  bank,  it  is  their  uniform 
practice,  in  the  course  of  the  day,  or  during  the  next  day,  to 
compare  the  entries  in  the  cash  book,  with  the  entries  in  the 
ledger ;  and  this  is  done  by  the  receiving  teller,  and  the  clerk 
who  keeps  the  ledger.  Once  a  month,  a  committee  of  the 
directors  examine  the  cash  in  the  bank,  to  see  that  it  corre- 
sponds with  the  cash  account,  in  the  cash  ledger,  rendered  by 
the  book-keepers,  each  of  whom  renders  a  balance-sheet, 
which  is  compared  with  the  cash  account.  Prior  to  the  elope- 
ment of  Brower,  these  accounts  corresponded ;  but  when  his 
*fraud  was  discovered,  it  appeared,  that  in  order  to  cover  the 
fraud,  he  fabricated  &lse  balance  sheets,  corresponding  with 
the  entries  in  the  cash  book,  but  not  with  those  in  the  ledger. 
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Sometime  after  Brower^s  elopement,  the  defendant  told  a 
witnete,  that  he  had  received  a  letter  from  Broufer^  infonning 
him,  that  he,  Browery  had  committed  a  fraud,  m  keeping  the 
defendant's  account  with  the  bank.  On  this  intimation,  the 
whole  account  was  critically  examined  ;  and  on  such  ezaini- 
nation,  the  fraudulent  entries  above  staled,  were  discovered. 
By  a  similar  course  of  examination,  which,  however,  was  not 
usual,  the  bank  might  have  detected  the  fraud  at  any  time. 

After  this  examination,  the  defisndant  was  infonned  of  the 
result,  who  answered,  that  he  had  employed  Brower^  as  a  wri- 
ter, to  post  his  books.  At  first  he  wrote  in  the  evening,  but 
he  afterwards  came  to  write  in  fhe  morning,  before  10  o'clock, 
when  the  bank  opened;  that  when  Brower  left  the  defendant'i 
house  to  go  to  the  bank,  he  would  frequently  ask  him  if  be 
had  any  money  or  notes  to  send  for  deposit ;  that  he  sent 
money  by  him  to  be  deposited,  and  that  he  might  have  been 
ruined ;  which  the  witness  understood,  to  refer  to  his  intrust- 
ing Brower  to  carry  money  to  the  bank.  It  appeared  that 
Brower  had  been  formerly  a  clerk  to  the  defendant,  and  was 
recommended  by  bini  to  the  bank,  and  was  employed  on  that 
recommendation.  Brower  then  sustained  a  good  character, 
and  was  a  confidential  clerk  in  the  bank.  It  was  agreed  that 
the  defendant  was  a  man  of  fair  character,  and  wholly  igno- 
rant of  any  fraud  committed  by  Brower,  until  informed  by  the 
above-mentioned  letter.  When  Brower  was  admitted  as  a 
clerk  in  the  bank,  he  gave  a  bond,  with  surety,  for  his  good 
conduct,  in  the  sum  of  !2,000  dollars,  which  bond  is  in  force. 

*The  defendant  had  said  to  one  of  the  witnesses,  that  he 
could  not  account  for  the  errors  in  his  bank  book,  unless  it 
was  from  his  occasionally  intrusting  Brower  to  carry  money  to 
the  bank,  and  which  he  never  deposited. 

It  appeared  that  Brower  lodged  a  note  in  the  bank,  for  col- 
lection, given  by  J.  ,ff.  to  the  defendant,  for  208  dollars, 
which  was  endorsed  by  the  defendant,  and  afterwards  bj 
Brower;  that  the  note  was  entered  in  the  little  bank  book,  in 
the  name  of  the  defendant,  for  collection,  in  Brower^s  hand- 
writing ;  and  when  it  became  payable,  it  was  withdrawn  by 
the  defendant,  and  delivered  by  Brower  to  a  clerk  of  the 
defendant. 

After  the  bank  had  received  intimation  of  the  firauds  com- 
mitted b^  Brower^  in  the  account  of  the  defendant,  the  cashier 
made  several  alterations,  in  red  ink,  in  the  defendant's  bank 
book,  which  had  been  left  by  him,  denoting  the  entries  to 
which  the  bank  objected,  as  erroneous,  and  returned  the  book, 
so  altered,  to  the  defendant ;  but  this  was  done  without  his 
knowledge  or  authority. 

The  judge  told  the  jury,  that  the  bank  was  not  charged>ie 
by  the  deakr,  unless  the  sums  for  which  the  credit  was  claim- 
ed, were  delivered  to  the  receiving  teller,  or  to  some  person 
acting  in  his  stead,  or  as  his  assistant,  or  came  into  the  co&n 
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of  the  bank,  or  unless  they  bad  become  chargeable  in  this  case^ 
ID  consequence  of  the  fraud  or  improper  conduct  of  Browevy 
ta  their  book-keeper ;  and  he  submitted  to  the  jiiry,  to  deter- 
mine, first,  whether  the  money  for  which  the  credit  was  claim- 
ed by  the  defendant,  had  been  delivered  to  the  proper  clerk, 
or  received  into  the  bank,  in  which  case  the  plaintiffs  ought 
not  to  recover ;  and,  secondly,  if  the  money  had  been  so  re- 
ceived, whether  the  bank  had  used  due  diligence  in  detecting 
and  rectifying  the  frauds  and  mistakes  of  Brower,  their  bookr 
keeper,  in  the  accounts  balanced  and  returned  by  the  plaintiffs 
to  the  defendant ;  *if  they  had  used  due  diligence,  the  loss 
must  be  sustained  by  the  defendant,  and  the  verdict  ought  to 
be  for  the  plaintiffs  ;  otherwise,  the  loss  ought  to  be  borne  by 
the  plaintiffs,  and  a  verdict  be  given  for  the  defendant. 

The  jury  found  a  verdict  for  the  defendant.  A  motion  was 
made  to  set  aside  the  verdict,  and  for  a  new  trial,  on  the  fol- 
lowing grounds : 

1.  Because  the  money  now  claimed  by  the  plaintifis,  was 
never  paid  into  the  bank  by  the  defendant. 

2.  Because  the  plaintiffs  are  not  responsible  for  the  fraud  or 
misconduct  of  Brower,  and  the  payments,  if  any  were  made  to 
BroweTy  were  made  at  the  peril  of  the  defendant. 

3.  For  the  misdirection  of  the  judge. 

4.  Because  the  verdict  is  against  law  and  evidence. 

Boffmafhy  for  the  plaintiffs.  1.  The  mode  of  transacting 
business  with  the  plaintifis  is  the  same  as  is  practised  in  the 
other  banks  of  the  United  States,  and  is  well  known  to  all 
persons  dealing  with  the  bank.  The  teller  is  known  to  be  the 
person  authorized  to  receive  all  deposits.  The  book-keeper  is 
a  distinct  clerk,  whose  sole  and  proper  duty  it  is  to  post  the 
entries  made  in  the  teller's  cash  book.  The  proof  is  conclu- 
sive, on  this  point,  at  least  for  the  sum  of  987  dollars ;  for  that 
amount  was  not  paid  at  the  proper  and  appointed  place.  If 
the  payment  was  irregular,  it  is  incumbent  on  the  defendant 
to  prove  that  the  money  actually  came  into  the  hands  of  the 
plaintiffs.  The  law  will  not  presume  that  it  came  into  the 
coffers  of  the  bank,  unless  it  was  paid  at  the  proper  place,  in 
the  usual  and  regular  mode.  There  ought,  therefore^  to  have 
been  a  verdict  for  the  plaintiffs,  at  least  for  the  amount  of  987 
dollars.  And  as  to  the  evidence  of  the  payment  of  the  Q9S 
dollars,  there  is  not  suflicient  proof  of  a  payment,  to  war- 
rant the  finding  of  the  jury. 

•2.  Brower  was  the  agent  of  the  bank,  only  as  a  book-keeper, 
except  on  special  occasions,  when  he  was  intrusted  to  receive 
money  in  the  place  of  the  teller.  In  all  the  instances  in  which 
he  received  nioney  from  the  defendant  to  deposit  in  the  bank, 
be  was  the  agent  of  the  defendant,  not  of  tfie  plaintiffs  ;  for 
his  fi-aud,  therefore,  in  relation  to  such  sums,  the  defendant, 
not  the  plaintiffs,  must  be  answerable.     Again,  the  moneys 
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ALBANY,  delivered  by  the  defendant  to  Browetj  were  not  received  by 
^^^^t^^  him  in  the  banking  room.  The  only  sum  for  which  there  is 
Mahhattaw    any  evidence  of  its  having  been  paid  in  the  bank  is  293  dollars. 

3.  Tne  charo^  of  the  judge  was  not  correct.  There  was  no 
want  of  due  diligence  on  the  part  of  the  plaintiffs,  who  pro- 
ceeded according  to  ,the  usual  course  in  such  cases.  But  if 
the  plaintiffs  are  not  answerable  lor  the  fraud  of  Brower^  who, 
in  regard  to  the  money  received,  was  the  agent  of  the  defend- 
ant, then  the  question  about  due  diligence  cannot  arise. 
Again,  whether  due  diligence  or  not,  is  a  question  of  law,  (1 
Bos,  fy  Pull.  389.)  and  not  of  fact,  and,  therefore,  not  proper 
to  be  left  to  the  jury.  In  a  case  of  fraud,  the  doctrine  about 
due  diligence  does  not  apply ;  but  if  the  fraud  be  proved,  the 
law  will  afford  a  remedy,  notwithstanding  the  lapse  of  time. 
The  most  plausible  objection  is,  that  by  suffering  the  book  to 
be  balanced  three  times,  the  bank  adopted  the  acts  of  Browtr. 
But  the  original  fraud  was  in  Brower^  the  agent  of  the  defend- 
ant, and  the  balancing  of  the  book  was  a  continuation  of  that 
fraud. 

Though,  generally  speaking,  a  settled  account  cannot  be 
opened,  yet  it  may  oe,  where  you  can  lay  your  finger  on  the 
errors,  or  items  falsely  charged.  The  rule  is  the  same  in 
equity  as  in  law.  If  this  may  be  done  as  to  a  mistake,  a 
fortiori,  it  ought  to  be  allowed  where  there  is  fraud.  (2  Aik, 
1 13.  1 19.  2  Bro.  C.  C.  62.  3  Anstr.  769.  4  Ves,  jm.  118. 
For.  Ex,  Rep.  157.     6  Ves.jun.  485.     1  Salk.  282.) 

[  •  385 1  **S'.  Jonesy  jun.  and  J.  Radcliff,  contra.     Brower  was  the 

general  and  confidential  agent  of  the  plaintiffs,  who  are  re- 
sponsible for  the  fidelity  and  honesty  of  the  clerks  they  employ 
in  the  business  of  the  bank.  When  the  question  arises,  which 
of  two  innocent  persons  must  bear  a  loss,  by  the  misconduct 
of  a  third  person,  it  must  be  borne  by  him*  who  gave  the  tru^t 
and  confidence.  The  rules  relative  to  the  mode  of  doing  busi- 
ness in  the  bank,  were  made  for  their  own  convenience  and 
security,  and  cannot  affect  or  vary  the  rights  of  the  dealers 
with  the  bank ;  but  it  appears  that  the  plaintiffs  allowed  of 
deviations  from  these  rules,  at  various  times,  by  permitting  a 
book-keeper  or  other  clerk,  to  assist  the  teller,  or  to  .act  in  his 
place.  It  is  proved  that  Brower  was  permitted  to  act  as  tdlerj 
and  to  receive  money  brought  to  be  deposited.  Having  allow- 
ed him  once  to  act  in  that  capacity,  the  plaintiffs  can  never 
be  permitted,  afterwards,  to  object  that  he  was  not  a  teller,  or 
not  authorized  to  receive  money. 

The  general  principle  is,  that  the  bank  must  be  responsible 
for  the  acts  of  tfieir  clerks  and  agents,  unless  they  publish  to 
the  world,  that  particular  clerks  are  authorized  and  intrusted 
by  them,  to  do  certain  specific  things ;  for  otherwise,  how  are 
strangers,  dealing  with  the  bank,  to  know  whether  a  particular 
clerk  is  acting  within  the  scope  of  his  authority  or  not  f  There 
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u  no  evidence,  except  as  to  two  sums,  that  the  defendant  ever 
trusted  Brower  to  carry  money  to  the  bank,  to  be  deposited, 
hi  those  instances,  he  was  the  agent  of  the  defendant,  no  fur- 
ther than  to  carry  the  money  to  the  bank ;  when  in  the  bank, 
he  was  the  agent  of  the  plaintiffs,  and  it  was  there  he  commit- 
ted the  fraud. 

We  do  not  deny  that  a  settled  account  may  be  opened,  in 
case  of  mistake  or  fraud,  where  such  mistake  or  fraud  is  im- 
putable to  the  person  against  whom  the  relief  is  sought,  by 
opening  the  accounts ;  but  that  is  not  the  case  here. 

♦The  dealer's  bank  book,  as  it  is  called,  is  kept  by  the  plain- 
tifls  and  their  agents.  If  Brower  was  not  their  agent  to  make 
the  original  entries,  he  was,  undeniably,  their  agent  in  bal. 
ancing  tftis  book,  from  time  to  time,  because  that  is  admitted 
to  be  the  peculiar  duty  of  the  book-keeper.  The  settlements 
in  this  bank  book  are  the  only  evidence  allowed  or  given  to 
the  defendant  of  the  state  of  his  account ;  and  having  been 
made  by  the  proper  agent  of  the  plaintiffs,  must  be  consid- 
ered as  conclusive  against  them,  unless  they  can  show  a  fraud 
m  the  defendant  himself.  These  settlements  deliberately  made, 
from  time  to  time,  are  an  adoption  of  the  acts  of  Brower,  who 
was  the  regular  agent  of  the  plaintiffs,  in  keeping  the  account, 
and  comparing  it  with  the  ledger  ;  and  any  frauds  committed 
by  him  in  that  capacity,  must  undoubtedly  be  charged  to  the 
bank.  Again,  the  plaintiffs  took  security  for  the  fidelity  of 
Brower,  as  their  agent ;  they  ou^ht,  therefore,  to  bear  the  loss 
arising  from  his  misconduct,  and  look  to  their  security  for  an 
indemnity. 

Due  diligence  or  not,  is  a  question  of  law,  in  relation  to 
certain  commercial  transactions ;  but  generally,  it  is  a  mixed 
question  of  law  and  fact.  The  judge  did  no  more  than  give 
his  opinion  as  to  the  law,  and  then  leave  it  to  the  jury  to  find 
the  fact;  if  they  found  that  the  plaintiffs  had  been  remiss  and 
negligent,  then,  by  law,  they  ought  to  bear  the  loss. 

T.  A.  Emmetj  in  reply.  The  true  question  is,  whether  the 
money  was  deposited  in  the  bank,  or  not.  This  is  a  principal 
fact  to  be  proved,  and  which  has  been  assumed  \\y  the  coun- 
sel for  the  defendant.  The  evidence  of  the  fact,  is  an  entry 
in  the  cash  book,  and  an  entry  in  the  ledger,  which  is  no  more 
than  a  copy  of  the  cash  book.  If  the  ledger  is  not  an  exact 
copy  of  the  cash  book,  it  is  so  far  incorrect.  If  the  defendant 
had  sent  his  bank  book  with  the  money,  and  had  demanded 
the  book  of  ♦Broirer,  he  would  have  b^en  able  to  have  detect- 
ed the  fraud  immediately.  The  original  entry  by  the  teller  in 
the  bank  book,  is  no  doubt  conclusive  against  the  bank ;  but 
where  the  bank  book  is  not  sent  with  the  money,  an  entry 
is  made  in  the  teller's  cash  book,  which  is  copied  into  the 
ledger ;  and  when  the  dealer's  bank  book  is,  aflerwards,  sent 
to  the  bank  to  be  written  up,  these  entries  are  copied  from  the 
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ledger  into  it,  by  the  cleA  who  keeps  the  ledger.  They  are 
nothing  more  than  copief  from  a  copy ;  they  are  no  evidence 
against  the  plaintiffs  that  deposits  were  made. 

The  presumption  is,  that  the  money  was  never  deposited, 
otherwise  the  receiving  teller  would  have  known  it.  If  Brow- 
er  niade  false  entries  in  the  ledger,  when  no  money,  in  fact, 
was  deposited,  such  entries  can  never  give  a  right  against  the 
bank.  It  is  the  original  entry  only  in  the  dealer^s  bank  book, 
that  gives  him  a  right  against  the  bank. 

I  deny  the  principle,  that  the  bank  is  answerable  for  all  the 
acts  of  their  clerks  in  the  bank ;  they  are  responsible  only  for 
such  acts  as  are  done  by  them,  in  their  proper  capacities,  or 
places  for  which  they  are  appointed.  As  well  might  the  bank 
be  made  responsible  for  money  delivered  to  the  dodlr-keeper, 
to  be  deposited.  This  is  not  a  case  where  two  persons  are 
equally  losers.  The  defendant  is  a  gainer  by  the  fraud  of 
Brower. 


Spencer,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court.  If  the  de- 
fendant's account  with  the  bank  be  considered  as  balanced  by 
the  officers  of  the  bank  having  competent  authority  for  that 
purpose,  as  it  appears  to  me  it  must ;  still  the  cases  of  Ftr- 
non\.  Vaiulry,  (2  Atk,  119.)  and  Brownell  v.  BroumeUy(2 
Bro.  C.  C.  62.)  are  authorities  for  saying,  that  though  the 
whole  account  cannot  be  opened  after  such  a  lapse  of  time, 
yet  that  the  particular  items  may  be  fidsified. 

This  case  turns  on  the  point,  whether,  in  respect  to  some  of 
[  *  388  ]  the  &lse  credits  given  to  the  defendant  in  the  ^ledger,  and 
from  thence  transcribed  into  the  defendant's  bank  book) 
Brower  did  not  act  as  the  agent  of  the  defendant  in  making 
the  deposits ;  and  whether,  as  such,  he  was  not  enabled  to  com- 
mit the  frauds,  of  which  the  plaintiffs  complain. 

It  is  certain  that  the  defendant  did  send  money  by  Brotrer, 
at  several  times,  to  make  deposits ;  and  if  it  can  be  ascertain- 
ed, that,  in  discharge  of  that  trust,  he  falsely  obtained  credits 
for  the  defendant  beyond  the  amount  deposited,  so  far  I  think 
the  defendant  liable,  y  Brower  was  the  servant  of  the  plaintiffs, 
when  in  their  employ,  and  in  their  office ;  and  for  acts  there  done, 
the  plaintiffs  are  answerable ;  ^  1  Salk.  282.)  but  for  acts  not  done 
I  in  execution  of  the  authority  given  him  by  the  plaintiffs,  they  are 
\  not  chargeable.  In  making  deposits  for  the  defendant,  Brow- 
er  acted,  not  as  the  servant  of  the  plaintiffs,  but  as  the  agent 
of  the  defendant,  and  the  defendant  would  be  answerable  for 
any  deficit  in  the  deposits,  in  the  same  manner  as  though  be 
himself  had  been  guilty  of  a  fraud  in  making  them./ 
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The  judge  fairly  submitted  it  to  the  jury  to  decide,  whether 
the  money  for  which  credit  was  claimed  by  Lydig^  had  been 
delivered,  or  received  into  the  bank.  If  it  had,  he  observed, 
that  the  plaintiffs  ought  not  to  recover.  This  part  of  the 
charge  appears  to  me  correct.  The  second  position  stated  to 
the  jury  was,  that  if  the  money  had  not  been  so  received,  then 
whether  the  bank  used  due  and  proper  diligence,  in  detecting 
and  rectifying  the  frauds  or  mistakes  of  Srower^  their  book- 
keeper, in  the  accounts  balanced  and  rendered  to  the  defend- 
ant, would  be  a  material  inquiry ;  and  if  the  plaintiffs  had  used 
due  diligence,  the  loss  must  be  sustained  by  the  defendant,  and 
the  verdict  ought  to  be  for  the  plaintiffs ;  but  if  they  had  not, 
then  the  loss  ought  to  fall  on  them,  and  the  verdict  ought  to 
be  for  the  defendant. 

The  latter  position,  I  think  incorrect  in  this,  that  the  ques- 
tion of  due  diligence  was  lefl  at  large  to  the  jury,  ''hvithout 
any  opinion  expressed  by  the  judge,  and  because  I  perceive 
no  grounds  on  which  to  found  the  charge  of  a  want  of  due 
diligence  on  the  part  of  the  bank.  The  examinations  at  the 
bank,  by  the  committee  of  directors,  were  in  the  usual  way ; 
and  the  frauds  practised  by  Brower  eluded  detection,  by  his 
&brication  of  a  false  balance  sheet.  It  is  not  for  the  court  to 
point  out  the' mode  banks  are  to  pursue  to  detect  frauds;  but 
if  they  take  the  usual  and  uniform  method,  adopted  not  only 
by  this,  but  I  presume  by  other  banks,  they  cannot  be  sub- 
jected to  the  charge  of  negligence.  There  is  no  proof,  that 
the  other  banking  institutions  pursue  a  different  method;  and 
I  therefore  think  it  fair  to  conclude  they  do  not. 

I  have  said,  that  particular  errors  in  accounts  may  be  inquir- 
ed into,  and  rectified,  though  the  whole  account  may  not  be 
liable  to  be  opened,  with  respect  to  accounts  kept  by  individ- 
uals with  a  bank;  but  in  my  mind  there  is  this  exception;  if 
the  dealer's  book  accompany  the  deposits,  and  the  credit  be 
then  given,  when  the  deposit  is  made,  it  becomes  an  original 
entry,  and  would  be  conclusive  on  the  bank ;  if,  however,  the 
book  is  sent  to  be  written  up  afterwards,  it  is  not  an  original 
entrv,  and  may  be  examined  into. 

llie  result  of  my  opinion  is,  that  the  juij  were  misdirected 
on  the  p6int  of  negligence  on  the  part  of  the  plaintiffs.  It 
should  not  have  been  submitted  to  them  as  a  que^on  of  fact ; 
and,  as  it  was  so  submitted,  their  verdict,  for  aught  we  know, 
turned  on  that  point,  and  for  that  reason  there  ought  to  be  a 
new  trial. 

The  court  are,  accordingly,  of  opinion,  that  there  must  be  a 
new  trial,  with  costs  to  abide  the  event  of  the  suit. 


ALBANY, 

August,  1809. 

Mahhattav 

COMPAUT 
'     V. 

Ltdi«. 
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New  trial  granted. 
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^Jackson,  ex  dem.  Hardenbergh  and  others,  against 

.  D.  L.  SCHOONMAKER, 

Neither  a  do-  THIS  was  an  actJon  of  ejectment  for  lands  in  the  town  ol 
I™  suauie"of  Rochester;  it  was  tried  at  the  Ulster  circuit,  before  Mr.  Justice 
jimiiaiions,  will  yan  Ness,  and  a  struck  jury ;  eight  of  the  jurors  having  been 
uTe  ri^t  or^\  on  a  view  of  the  premises. 

remainder-man,  The  plaintiff  offered  in  evidence  a  will  of  Josephat  Dubou, 
durill^^iSI^S  dated  4th  September,  1757,  and  it  was  proved  by  showing  that 
iinuaiice  of  the  the  witnesses  were  dead,  and  proving  the'u*  hand- writing ;  and 
Taie'rn^r  w'll  that  the  tcstator  died  on  the  12th  of  September^  1757.  The 
ihe^  acts  or  judge  decided,  that  an  estate  for  life  was  thereby  given  to 
tenal't  of  ihc  ^V^{/«  Duhois,  the  tcstator's  widow ;  and  after  her  death,  the 
particular  es-  fee  of  the  lands  was  given  to  his  three  daughters  ;  Maria,  the 
P^artyeiiilued  in  wife  of  Hciidricus  HornbecJc,  who  died  witliout  issue  ;  Cornelia, 
remainder.  An  wife  of  J.  G.  Hardenbergh^  one  of  the  lessors;  and  Catharine, 
S»e'2iaiuie,'niMi  since  married  to  the  other  lessor,  Jonas  Hasbrouck,  The  two 
be  an  entry,  for  first  sisters  Were  married  in  the  life-time  of  their  father.  Cath- 
taking  "^TO^ses-  orinc  married  shortly  after  his  death ;  but  whether  under  age, 
wnwmtio*^**  or  not,did  not  appear.  Maria  died  after  her  husband,  leaving 
adverse  possM?  &  mother.  By  the  will,  if  either  daughter  died,  without  issue, 
sion  or  a  dis-  her  share  was  to  go  to  the  surviving  sisters,  or  sister,  in  fee. 

itm.  rpj^^  testator's  widow  died  about  the  autunm  of  1792.  (a) 

[  •  391  ]  *A  deed  from  Leonard  Cole  to  Josephat  Duhois,  dated  30th 

October,  1751,  and  acknowledged,  was  read  in  evidence;  and 
the  plaintiff  proved,  that  the  grantor  was  reputed  in  the  family 
to  have  been  the  eldest  son  and  heir  at  law  of  Leonard  Cole, 
senior ;  and  that  his  father  was  dead. 

The  plaintiff  then  ^ve  in  evidence,  the  record  of  a  deed 
from  Rosekrans,  De  nitt  and  WyrikooTc,  trustees  of  Rochester, 
to  Leonard  Cole,  dated  17th  November,  1714,  acknowledged, 
30th  December,  1751,  by  I>e  Witt,  one  of  the  grantors,  before 
a  judge  of  the  court  of  common  pleas,  at  his  chambers. 

The  plaintiff  also  produced  a  deed  from  Leonard  Cole,  son 
and  heir  of  Leonard  Cole,  senior,  to  Josephat  Dubois,  dated 
8lh  November,  1730,  for  other  lands  than  the  premises,  hot 
reciting  them  to  be  part  and  parcel  of  the  land  of  Leonard 
Cole,  senior. 

(o)  The  wordf  of  the  will  were  as  follows :  "  I  further  pve,  devise  and  be- 
queath onto  mj  three  well  beloved  daug^hters,  as  namelj,  Maria  Hombeek,  wife 
of  Hendrieus  Hombtck,  Comtiia^  wife  of  Jokanni*  (hirard  Hardettktrg^  and 
Cathaniu  DubaiSf  all  my  lands,  tenements,  &c.,  to  be  equally  divided  amoaf ' 
them :  each  Che  just  third  part  thereof,  six  weeks  after  the  decease  of  my  dearir 
beloved  wife  Fija^e  Dubois,  or  as  soon  as  she  marries,  she  is  to  quit  all  claim,  ot 
this  my  above-mentioned  estate ;  but  as  lon^  as  she  remains  my  widow,  she  is  to 
lemain  m  full  possession,  and  master,  &o.  Provided,  nevertheless,  if  any  of  toy 
above-named  aauc^hters  should  come  to  die,  or  decease,  without  heirs  of  their 
own  issue,  then*  their,  or  either  of  their  shares,  shall  be  equally  divided  among 
the  survivors  of  them,  or  each  or  either  of  their  heirs.'* 
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The  plsgntiff  then  proved,  by  Gueshert  Kronty  a  witness  a^ed     ALBANY. 
85  years,  that  from  the  age  of  13  to  33,  he  lived  about  hatf  a  ,^^^;J^ 
mile  north  of  the  premises ;  and  when  about  18  years  of  age,      jackson 
he  saw  a  patch  of  clearing  and  a  skepple  sowingy  along,  the 
south  side  of  Stoney  KUl^  near  where  yonngJacohm  Schoonma- 
ker  now  lives,  and  upon  which  it  appeared  that  corn  had  before 
been  planted:  that  young  Leonard  Cole   lived  where  Joncts 
Hasbfouck  now  lives. 

Jacob  Quicky  aged  48,  testified,  that  the  servants  of  Fijatje^ 
the  widow  of  Dubois^  some  time  before  her  death,  cut  wood, 
and  made  rails,  on  the  south  side  of  Stoney  Kill,  and  between 
that  and  the  Mill  Brook,  nearly  south  of  young  Jacofrit*  Schoon- 
mclur^s ;  and  that  Jonas  Hasbrouck,  one  of  the  lessors,  who 
lived  with  his  mother-in-law,  the  said  widow,  had  made  mill- 
stones, south  of  the  Creek  Mill,  19  or  20  years  ago ;  and  that 
the  inhabitants  of  Rochester  claimed  the  right  of  cutting  wood 
*and  breaking  stone,  on  the  lands  in  Rochester  not  enclosed. 

Samuel  Freer  testified,  that  he  had,  by  permission  of  the 
widow  Dvbois,  cut  wood  south  of  Stoney  Creek,  in  1790  or 
1791,  and  that  his  father,  who  was  a  freeholder,  and  inhabitant 
of  Rochester,  had  also  cut  wood  there  by  her  permission. 

John  A,  De  Witt  testified,  that  he  had  made  a  map  of  the 
tract,  comprehended  in  the  deed  from  the  trustees  of  Roches- 
ier  to  Leonard  Cole,  senior,  on  which  the  Stoney  Kill,  UStt 
Brook  and  Sander^s  Kill  were  laid  down  from  actual  survey ; 
and  that  the  premises  in  possession  of  the  defendant  were 
between  Stoney  and  Mill  Kill,  and  the  plaintiff  claims  them  by 
▼irtue  of,  the  deed,  from  the  trustees  of  Rochester  to  the  elder 
Cole,  which  comprehended  all  the  land  between  the  Stoney 
and  Sander^s  Kill,  from  their  junctioh  up  to  David  Dvhois^s 
south-west  comer,  on  the  Stoney  Kill,  and  a  line  from  thence, 
south,  to  the  Sander*s  Kill  In  1792,  he  surveyed  the  said 
tract,  and  found  a  marked  tree,  which  was  boxed  in  pres- 
ence of  the  jury ;  and  the  marks  appeared  to  be  51  years  old, 
Juid  the  tree  180  years.  The  tree  answered  to  the  descrip- 
tion in  the  plaintiff^s  deed.  There  were  two  other  trees,  appar- 
ently marked  at  the  same  time. 

The  plaintiff  having  here  rested  his  cause,  the  defendant's 
counsel  moved  for  a  nonsuit,  on  the  ground,  that  no  title  had 
been  shown  in  Leonard  Cole,  senior,  and  that  no  possession 
had  been  proved ;  but  the  motion  was  overruled. 

The  defendant  proved  by  F,  Schoonmaker,  aged  69,  that  Cap- 
tain Joakim  Schoonmaker  was  one  of  the  trustees,  named  in  the 
patent  of  Rochester,  and  lived  on  the  north  side  of  Stoney 
Creek,  within  a  quarter  of  a  mile  of  it.  Where  his  son  Joakim 
afterwards  lived  ;  that  the  three  sons  of  Joakim  had,  as  long 
ago  as  he  could  recollect,  established  divisions  between  their 
respective  parts  ♦on  the  land  possessed  by  them,  on  the  south 
nde  of  the  Stoney  Creek;  they  possessed  lands  improved  to 
the  MiU  Creek ;   some  of  the  family  had  a  fence  beyond  it, 
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extending  to  Sander^ $  Kttt.  John^  a  grandson  of  Captaio 
Jocikimy  wajs  in  possession  of  the  land  occupied  by  the  defend- 
ant ;  and  was  in  possession  when  the  witness  was  10  or  12 
years  old ;  some  of  his  fence  was  along  the  Stoney  KtB^  and 
south-west  from  the  Stoney  KUt,  to  the  MiU  Creeks  nearly  as 
the  fence  now  runs  :  south  of  this,  the  land  .was  claimed,  as 
part  of  the  180  acres  granted  to  Captain  Joakim,  by  the  town 
of  Rochester.  John  died  in  possession,  before,  or  during  the 
war.  John,  the  son  of  Captain  Joakim,  had  once  cleared  land 
along  the  Stoney  KiU,  being  about  20  or  30  acres,  the  outside 
fences  of  which  are  now  the  same  as  when  he  first  knew  it. 
He  had  also  seen  a  fence,  extending  to  MiU  Creeks  fit>m  the 
Stoney  Kill,  between  the  defendant  and  Jacobus  Schoonmaker; 
it  was  made  of  lopped  trees ;  and,  in  some  places^  had  stakes 
and  riders.  He  did  not  know  that  the  fence,  forming  John's 
western  boundary,  extended  south  to  the  MiU  Creek ;  but  be 
knew  well,  that  the  fence  between  Joakim  and  John  extended 
to  the  Mill  Creek ;  all  the  fences  appeared  to  be  of  some  years' 
standing.  There  was  a  road  through  the  defendaat's  pos- 
session, which  crossed  the  MiU  Creek,  and  the  low  land  adjcxn- 
ing  the  Stoney  KiU  was  cleared  when  he  first  knew  it. 

John  Depuy,  aged  68  years,  testified,  that  he  lived  near  the 
family  of  tne  Schoonmakers ;  that  Captain  Joakim  had  seven 
sons ;  that  he  has  known  the  lands  south  of  the  Stoney  Creek 
from  his  earliest  remembrance ;  that  the  low  lands,  in  posses- 
sion of  three  of  those  sons,  appeared  to  be  ancient  clearings 
when  he  first  knew  them ;  that  he  knew  the  defendant's  pos- 
session when  a  boy ;  it  was  then  in  possession  of  Captain 
JoakinCs  son  John,  who  died  there,  before  the  war,  and  was 
succeeded  by  his  son,  who  lyas  succeeded  by  the  defendant ; 
that  the  ^outside  fences  of  the  farm  stand  now  where  they 
stood  when  John  settled  there  ;  he  was  present  when  the  pro- 
prietors of  the  Grott  Transport  tract  divided  it ;  that  the  de- 
fendant's/arm  has  been  in  fence,  as  it  now  is,  as  long  as  he  could 
remember ;  that  the  low  lands  have  been  improved  as  long  as 
any  in  Rochester ;  the  descendants  of  Captain  Joakim  claimed 
the  north  and  south  sides  of  the  Stoney  KUl,  as  their  own ;  that 
the  cleared  lands  were  along  the  Stoney  Creek,  which  is  lov 
land;  the  low  lands  were  in  fence  in  1768,  when  the  Chote 
Transport  tract  random  line  was  run ;  that  50  years  ago,  he 
followed  the  outside  fence  of  John  Schoonmaker*s  fiurm  to  the 
MiU  Creek,  and  it  was  made  of  trees  cut  down,  with  cross 
stakes  and  riders;  and  high  enough  to  keep  out  cattle ;  that 
the  upland  possession  of  the  defendant  was  cleared  a  grea) 
many  years  ago ;  that  the  inhabitants  of  Rochester  cut  wood 
and  made  mill-stones  where  they  pleased,  on  the  unim|»oved 
lands,  not  in  fence,  and  between  Stoney  and  MUl  Creeks ;  the 
low  lands  of  John  Schoonmaker  were  8  or  10  acres,  along  the 
MiU  Creek ;  and  this  possession  he  saw  before  Josephat  Dvr 
bois  died.  He  heard  from  the  defendant's  father,  that  the  80 
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and  100  acre  deeds  covered  the  low  lands  of  the  family,  south 
of  the  Stoney  Kill;  the  fence  of  John  Sckoonmaker  ran*  from 
the  Staney  to  the  Mill  Creek;  he  saw,  when  young,  a  brush 
fence,  running  part  of  the  way  down  the  MiU  Creek ;  it  had 
stakes  and  riders,  and  he  saw  it  before  the  division  of  the  Grote 
Tran$port  tract.     Alt  the  fences  are  now  as  when  he  saw  them. 

Epnraim  Bakery  aged  62  years,  testified,  that  he  lived  with  old 
Jafbbus  Sckoonmaker^  when  a  boy  ;  that  he  then,  or  about  that 
time,  saw  a  fence,  running  from  the  low  land  to  the  MUl  Creek ; 
and  that  there  is  a  fence  there  now  :  old  Jacobtis  Schoonmaker 
went  for  rails,  south  of  the  Mill  Creek ;  the  low  lands  were 
cleared  when  the  witness  first  knew  them,  the  Sckoonmakers  used 
to  cart  trails  from  south  of  the  Stoney  Killy  when  he  was  a  boy ; 
the  low  lands  of  /oAn,  son  of  Jacobus^  were  all  in  fence,  and 
staked  and  ridered.  His  present  memory  did  not  enable  him  to 
say,  that  the  fence  went  farther  south  than  the  low  land. 

Jacobus  IVyhkoopy  aged  71,  and  Elias  Miller ^  aged  62  years, 
testified  to  the  same  effect.  Miller  said  he  saw,  when  young, 
a  fence,  which  extended  to  the  Mill  Creek,  and  crossed  it,  and 
ran  d<iWn  the  same  some  distance ;  it  was  on  the  land  then 
occupied  by  John  Schoonmaker ;  this  fence  joined  the  fence 
said  to  belong  to  Joakim;  beyond  these  fences  it  was  all 
commons.  The  low  land  was  cleared,  when  he  first  saw  it,  and 
he  was  brought  up  within  a  mile  and  a  half  of  it  He  knew 
the  division  between  John  and  Joakim,  but  does  not  know 
that  it  extended  to  the  MiU  Creek ;  the  fences  remained  in 
the  same  places,  until  he  moved  away,  in  1773.  John  used 
the  land  as  his  own  ;  the  upland  was  then  all  wood  ;  the  low 
lands  onlv  were  cleared.  It  was  an  old  clearing  when  he  first 
saw  it ;  the  fences  were  sufficient  to  keep  out  cattle  ;  and  there 
were  bars  which  opened  through  them. 

The  defendant  then  product  a  deed,  from  the  children  of 
Captain  Joakim  to  John  Schoonmaker,  dated  20th  March,  1745. 

Frederick  fVestbrook,  aged  54,  a  vritness  for  the  plaintiff, 
testified,  that  40  years  ago,  no  upland  was  cleared,  and  there 
was  no  fence  on  the  MiU  Creek;  that  30  years  ago  he  saw  on 
the  Mill  Creek,  a  fence  of  lopped  trees  only,  which  appeared 
to  have  been  recently  made,  and  this  possession  fence  ran  up 
and  down  the  Creek,  for  a  short  distance  :  Lodowick  Schoon- 
fMker  told  him,  when  he  lived  on  the  premises,  30  years  ago, 
that  he  did  not  claim  as  far  as  the  Mill  Creek,  but  confined 
his  claim  to  the  fence  running  east  aiid  west. 

^Abraham  T.  E.  Be  Witt  testified,  that  in  1793  he  saw  no 
fence  on  the  Mill  Creek,  and  only  the  rail  fence,  running  east 
^  west,  not  fer  south  of  the  defendant's  house. 

John  MUler,  nged  64,  another  witness  for  the  plaintiff,  testi- 
fy that  as  to  the  existence  of  any  fence,  except  that  on  the 
low  land,  that  he  had  known  the  premises  from  a  boy,  and 
^t  there  was  no  clearing  on  the  low  land,  except  five  or  six 
seres,  at  the  old  saw  mill. 
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The  defendant  then  read  in  evidence,  the  patent  of  Bocku' 
ier,  dated  25th  June,  1703,  and  the  records  of  Rochester^  to 
prove  that  the  grantors  to  Leonard  Cole  were  not  trustees,  at 
the  time  of  the  deed. 

The  judge  charged  the  jury,  that  the  title  of  the  plaintiff 
was  valid,  and  that  he  was  entitled  to  recover,  unless  the  de« 
fendant  had  made  out  an  adverse  postession,  commencing  in 
the  life-time  of  JoMephat  Duboisy  and  continued  down  uninter- 
ruptedly ;  that  the  deed  to  John  SchoonmaJcer  was  not  located, 
and  so  could  not  aid  the  defendant ;  that  there  was  not  evi- 
dence of  a  continued  possession,  or  of  a  sufficient  fence ;  that 
only  the  possession  of  the  low  land  along  the  Staney  Cruk 
appeared  to  be  adverse  ;  and  he  thought  the  plaintiff  ought  to 
recover  the  land  possessed  by  the  defendant,  to  the  foot  of  the 
ridge,  along  the  low  land. 

The  jury  found  a  verdict  for  the  plaintiff  accordingly. 

A  motion  was  made  to  set  aside  the  verdict,  and  for  a  new 
trial. 

jL.  Elmendorfy  for  the  defendant.  The  lessors  have  not 
shown  sufficient  title  to  enable  them  to  recover  against  the 
defendant.  They  proved  a  conveyance  from  the  trustees  of 
Rochester  to  Leonard  Cole,  senior  ;  Leonard  Cole,  the  younger, 
conveyed  to  Josephat  Dubois ;  but  there  is  no  evidence  of  any 
possession  in  Dubois,  or  those  from  whom  he  claimed  title. 
No  acts  of  ownership  appear  to  have  been  exercised  by  either 
of  them.  On  the  other  hand,  the  defendant  has  *shown 
an  adverse  possession  as  far  back  as  the  memory  of  the  oldest 
witnesses  can  reach  ;  a  possession  of  ab6ve  sixty  years.  Now, 
an  adverse  possession  of  20  years  is  sufficient  to  give  a  good 
title. 

Again,  there  is  sufficient  evidence  of  a  descent  cast.  John, 
the  son  of  JoaJcim  Schoonmdker,  died  in  possession,  and  was 
succeeded  by  his  son,  who  continued  in  possession ;  and  after  his 
death,  was  succeeded  by  the  defendant. 

The  deed  from  the  children  of  Captain  Joakim  SchoonmaJcer, 
in  1745,  to  John  Schoonmaker,  was  sufficiently  located  to  en- 
title the  defendant  to  the  benefit  of  a  possession  ;  and  the 
judge  was  incorrect  in  directing  the  jury  to  disregard  that  deed. 

The  judge  was  also  incorrect  in  his  charge,  in  saying,  that 
it  was  not  enough  merely  to  show  a  continued  possession  of  20 
years,  at  a  period  of  40  years  ago,  but  that  an  uninterrupted  pos- 
session down  to  the  present  time  should  be  shown,  which  would 
be  a  possession  of  60  years.  A  continued  adverse  possession 
of  20  years  gives  a  complete  title ;  and  there  is  no  necessity 
for  showing  a  continuation  of  the  possession  afterwards. 

As  the  defendant  held  under  color  of  title,  the  lopping  of 
trees  round  woodland,  connected  with  cultivated  lands,  is  suf- 
ficient evidence  of  ownership,  at  least,  60  years  ago ;  and  no 
other  evidence  ought  to  be  required. 
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,  J.  TaUmadge  and  Sudam^  contra.  The  lessors  have  shown 
a  regular  paper  title  from  the  patent  of  Rochester.  [K  WiU 
Uams,  for  the  defendant  We  admit  the  paper  title.]  Then, 
have  the  lessors  lost  that  title,  for  want  of  a  possession  ?  The 
possession  of  John  Schoonmaker  must  enure  to  the  benefit  of 
the  lessors,  who  have  tlie  ^tle  by  deed ;  and  unless  the  de- 
fendant makes  out  a  clear  adverse  possession,  the  plaintiff  must 
prevail.  The  lessors  derive  their  title  firom  government,  which 
precludes  the  idea  of  a  title  in  another.  The  possession  will 
follow  and  support  ,the  title  of  the  plaintiff,  unless  an  actual 
ofuster  is  shown. 

The  widow  of  Josephat  Dubois  took  a  life  estate  under  the 
will,  (6  Cruue's  Dig.  193,  194,  319, 320, 181.  Com.  Rep.  233. 
Cro.  Jac.  75.  Hob.  32.  Cro.  Eliz.  15.  1  Vem.  22.)  and  after 
her  death,  as  she  remained  a  widow,  the  estate  descended  to 
the  three  daughters,  named  in  the  will. 

But  it  is  said,  that  there  has  been  a  disseisin  and  a  descent 
cast,  sufficient  to  toll  the  right  of  entry.  A  disseisin  is  an  ac- 
tual entry  by  wrong  on  him  who  has  the  freehold,  and  turning 
him  out  There  must  be  a  tortious  ouster,  an  actual  expulsion, 
to  constitute  a  disseisin,  as  distinguished  from  an  intrusion  or 
dispossession.  (1  Burr.  107.  113.  Leon.  209.  Bract,  c.  2.  fol. 
160.  Litt.  8.  279.  1  SalJc.  246.  Cro.  Jac.  685.  Co.  Litt.  153. 
b.  257.  b.  330.  b.  7io^e.2S5.  181.  a.266.  b.7w>^e.  217.  1  Cruise, 
15.  s.  45,46.  5  Cruise,  214.)  There  can  be  no  disseisin  by  a  per- 
son entering  on  vacant  or  uncultivated  land ;  nor  can  there  be 
a  disseisin  oy  a  person  who  enters  under  color  of  claim  or 
title.  The  words  of  the  4th  section  of  the  statute  of  limita-' 
tions,  (24  sess.  c.  183.  s.  4. 2  Rev.  Stat.  292.")  show  that  the  dis- 
seisor must  have  no  right  or  title  to  the  lanas  of  which  he  dies 
seised,  in  order  to  toll  the  right  of  entry. 

No  disseisin  can  affect  tSe  right  of  a  person  not  having  a 
right  of  entry,  at  the  time  of  the  descent  cast.  (7  East, 
319.  Co.  Litt.  240.  b.)  During  the  life-time  of  the  widow  of 
the  testator,  the  lessors  had  no  right  of  entry.  They  cannot, 
therefore,  be  affected  by  any  act,  or  laches  of  the  tenant  for 
life,  or  during  the  continuance  of  the  particular  estate. 

Again,  the  lessors  take  the  property  as  heirs  at  law,  not  as 
devisees;  for  where  the  same  estate  is  devised  to  a  person, 
which  he  would  have  taken  by  descent,  he  may  take  by  descent 
(2  Sound.  7.  n.  4.  1  Com.  Rep.  72.  123.  3  Lev.  127.  1  Ld. 
Raym.  728.  1  Salk.  241.  6  Cruise,  144.  s.  2.  145.  s.  6.) 
Here  the  lessors  may  elect  to  take  either  as  heirs  or  devisees. 

The  statute  of  liniitations  would  not  run  against  the  lessors, 
daring  the  continuance  of  the  Ufe  estate,  and  the  *widow  died 
in  1792 ;  since  tliat  time  the  lessors  have  been  femes  covert,  so 
that,  since  the  death  of  Josephat  Dubois,  there  has  been  no  per- 
son who  could  bring  an  action  of  ejectment. 

Thou^  there  may  have  been  a  possession  adverse  to  the  ten- 
ant for  life,  for  more  than  20  years,  it  will  not  bar  those  in 
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August,  1809.  against  the  remainder-man  or  reversioner,  until  he  has  a  right 
of  entry.  So  that  an  estate  may  have  been  held  adversely, 
during  a  hundred  years,  and  yet  be  recovered  by  a  remainder- 
man. (Sug.  Law  Ven.  239, 240.  1  Burr.  60.  2  Salk.  422.  1 
Lutw.  779.)  The  lessors  do  not  derive  their  title  through  the 
particular  estate ;  their  claim  is  wholly  independent  of  the 
widow,  and  cannot  be  affected  by  any  possession  adverse  to 
her.  (2  Evans's  Pothier,  228.  1  Pothier,  456.) 

Again,  to  constitute  such  an  adverse  possession  as  wiU  bar  the 
real  owner,  it  should  not  only  be  uninterrupted,  but  marked  by 
definite  boundaries.  (1  Johns,  iicp.  158.)  There  must  be  a 
real  and  substantial  enclosure  ;  an  actual  occupancy,  definite, 
positive  and  notorious.  (2  Johns.  Rep.  234.) 

The  possession  set  up  by  the  defendant,  prior  to  the  death 
of  J.  Dubois,  is  certainly  not  of  this  character,  and  the  lesson 
are  not  to  be  affected  by  any  subsequent  acts.  A  mere  posses- 
sion, without  color  of  title,  can  never  bar  an  adverse  claim. 
(Taylor's  N.  C.  Rep.  112.) 

jB.  WiUiams^  in  reply.  Whatever  may  have  been  the  origi- 
nal right  of  the  lessors,  they  have  lost  their  remedy.  Joakim 
Schoonmaker,  the  elder,  was  one  of  the  original  patentees  ;  and 
in  the  year  1729,  made  his  will,  devising  all  his  estate,  then,  as 
we  contend,  in  his  possession,  to  his  children,  who,  in  1745, 
executed  deeds  of  release  to  each  other,  for  their  respecti?e 
shares.  This  deed  recites,  that  the  seven  sons  of  Joakim 
Schoonmaker,  the  elder,  made  a  partition  of  the  greatest  part  of 
the  real  estate  devised  to  them,  on  the  6th  April,  1731,  and 
had  each  of  them,  since  that  time,  severally  held  and  occupied 
f  •  400  ]  their  *shares,  according  to  such  division.  By  that  division,  the 
premises  in  question,  among  other  lots,  fell  to  John  Schoon- 
maker. 

The  best  evidence  of  a  continued  possession  has  been  pro- 
duced, that  the  nature  of  the  case  admits.  Very  aged  wit- 
nesses prove  a  general  reputation  and  tradition  as  to  the  posses- 
sion of  Joakim  ;  and  an  ancient  deed  refers  to  the  same  pos- 
session. The  deed  to  John  does,  in  &ct,  cover  the  premises 
in  question ;  but  whether  it  does  or  not,  is  immaterial.  It  is 
enough  that  he  entered  and  took  possession  under  the  deed ; 
•  thus  entering  under  a  color  or  claim  of  right. 

The  judge  charged  the  jury,  that  the  nature  of  the  posses- 
sion of  John  was  such,  that  it  must  enure  to  the  benefit  of  the 
real  owner,  or,  in  other  words,  that  it  was  a  mere  possession 
fence.  But  this  name  given  to  the  enclosure,  by  some  of  the 
witnesses,  ought  not  to  mislead  the  court,  so  as  to  destroy  the 
right  of  the  defendant.  It  was  such  a  fence  as  had  been  ia- 
variably  used  in  the  country,  for  enclosing  land  for  agricultural 
purposes.  It  was  not  made  of  mere  lopped  trees,  but  was 
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wSciettt  to  keep  oui  cattle.  John  cultivated  the  low  land, 
bailt  a  house  on  the  ridge,  and  enclosed  the  upland. 

If  there  was  an  adverse  possession  in  Joakimy  and,  after- 
waids>  in  John^  antecedent  to  the  year  1751,  then  Cole  was 
incompetent  to  convey  the  premises  to  Dnboit.  But  if  there 
was  not  such  an  adverse  possession  against  Cok^  as  to  inca- 
iwcitate  him  from  conveying,  still  Dubois  was  dispossessed 
prior  to  1751.  If  Dubois  was  out  of  possession,  he  could  not 
devise  in  1757  ;  and  then  his  children  must  take  as  heirs,  and 
not  as  devisees.  U  they  claim  as  heirsy  what  becomes  c^  the 
particular  estate  in  the  wife,  for  life,  on  which  so  much  of  the 
argument  of  the  plaintifTs  counsel  is  founded  ?  It  is  said,  the 
lessors  were  femes  covert;  but  if  they  took  as  heirs  ^  they  must 
take  in  1757,  and  were  bound  to  bring  their  action  in  twenty 
•years  thereafter.  The  husband  and  wife  might  bring  their 
action.  The  saving  of  the  statute  is  onlv  for  ten  years  after 
the  disability  is  removed.  The  right  of  tne  husband  and  wife 
to  bring  the  action  is  barred  ;  and  this  is  an  ejectment  on  the 
demise  of  the  husband  and  wife. 

Again,  if  a  disseisor,  having  been  in  the  peaceable  possession 
of  land  for  five  years,  dies,  a  descent  is  cast,  and  toUs  the  rig^t 
of  entry,  even  of  a  feme  covert,  A  feme  covert  may  be  dis- 
aeised.  (1  Lev.  166J  In  the  case  of  Van  Dyck  v.  Van  Beuren 
and  Vosburgh,  (l  Gaines's  84.  S.  C.  1  Johns.  Rep.  345.)  the 
court  decided  tnat  there  might  be  a  disseisin  of  vacant  land ; 
and  that  an  exclusive  perception  of  the  rents  and  profits  would 
work  a  disseisin,  in  spite  of  the  true  owner. 

It  is  said,  that  as  the  title  comes  from  government,  it  ex- 
cludes the  idea  of  a  title  in  another;  and  the  possession  of  the 
defendant,  or  those  under  whom  he  claims,  must  enure  to  the 
benefit  of  the  true  owner.  But  all  grants  of  lands  are  derived 
from  the  government,  and  if  this  argument  is  to  prevail,  there 
would  be  no  occasion  for  a  statute  of  limitations.  But  that 
statute  is  founded  on  the  presumption,  that  after  twenty  years, 
all  evidence  of  the  title  is  lost ;  and  after  a  possession  for  that 
period,  the  court  will  presume  a  title  in  the  possessor.  A  grant 
u  presumed  after  thirty  years. 

KsNT,  Ch.  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court.  In  this 
^ase,  a  regular  paper  title  to  the  premises  was  shown  to  reside 
in  those  lessors  oi  the  plaintifi*  who  are  daughters  of  Josephat 
JMois.  He  died  in  the  year  1757,  and  by  his  will,  an  estate 
was  given  to  his  widow,  for  life,  provided  she  remained  his 
widow,  (as  she  did,)  and  after  her  death,  the  remainder  in  fee 
to  his  daughters. 

I.  The  first,  and,  indeed,  the  only  material  question  of  law 
vising  upon  the  case  is,  whether  the  lessors  are  not  barred  bv 
the  statute  of  limitations.  Assuming  it  as  a  ^ct,  that  Dubou 
was  not  disseised,  and  that  no  adverse  possession  existed 
i^gainst  him,  in  his  life-time,  of  the  premises  recovered,  which 
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ALBANY,  are  the  uplands  of  Staney  Kitt^  it  is  then  a  setded  positiony  that 
Avgiut,  im.  j^Q  subsequent  disseisin  or  adverse  possession,  would  bar  the 
right  of  the  lessors,  if  they  brought  their  suit  (as  it  appears 
they  did)  within  twenty  years  after  the  death  of  the  widow. 
Neither  a  descent  cast,  nor  the  statute  of  limitations  will  affect 
a  right,  if  a  particular  estate  existed  at  the  time  of  the  dis- 
seisin, or  when  the  adverse  possession  began,  because  a  ri^t  of 
entry  in  the  remainder-man  cannot  exist,  during  the  existence 
of  the  particular  estate ;  and  the  laches  of  a  tenant  for  life  wifl 
not  affect  the  party  entitled.  An  entry  to  avoid  the  statute, 
must  be  an  entry  for  the  purpose  of  taking  possession,  and  such 
an  entry  cannot  be  made  during  the  existence  of  the  life  estate. 
(Hunt  V.  Bourne,  1  Lutw.  779. 781, 782.  2  Salk.  422.  1  Bwrr. 
120.  126.  7  Easty  311,  312.  319.  321.) 

2.  The  second  material  point  made  in  the  cause  is,  as  to  a 
disseisin  or  adverse  possession,  existing  at  the  time  of  the  death 
of  Dubois,  On  this  point,  the  testimony  is  contradictory,  and 
must  be  very  uncertain,  from  the  great  length  of  time  which  has 
elapsed  since  the  death  of  Dubois,  which  was  51  years  before 
the  time  of  the  trial.  Five  witnesses  on  the  part  of  the  defend- 
ant testified  to  facts  in  favor  of  the  existence  of  such  adverse 
possession,  though  none  of  the  facts  tended  to  establish  a  dis- 
seisin, in  the  strictly  technical  sense  of  the  term.  Four  wit- 
nesses on  the  part  of  the  plaintiff  testified  to  facts  contradict- 
ing the  existence  of  any  such  possession.  Considering  the 
remoteness  of  the  period  to  which  the  witnesses  referred,  the 
loose  and  uncertain  tenor  and  manner  of  their  testimony,  the 
ambiguous  nature  of  the  possession  set  up,  the  contradictor; 
and  nearly  balanced  testimony  upon  the  subject,  and  that  the 
[*403  j  cause  was  tried  *by  a  struck  jury,  eight  of  whom  had  a  view  of 
the  premises,  there  is  no  probability  that  any  new  light  can  be 
thrown  upon  the  subject.  The  court  would  have  been  as  well, 
if  not  better,  satisfied,  if  the  verdict  had  been  the  other  way ; 
but  under  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  they  do  not  think  it 
would  consist  with  the  exercise  of  a  sound  discretion  to  distuib 
the  verdict   • 

Motion  denied. 
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Van  Vechten  against  Grates. 

THIS  was  an  action  of  debt  on  a  bond,  dated  the  16th  JunCf  When  a.  gare 

1799,  conditioned,  that  if,  at  any  time  from  the  date  of  the  ^^^^J^i  ^ 
obligation,  until  the  16th  July,  1809,  the  cellar  wall,  or  two  rebaUdtbewaOs 
stacks  of  chimneys,  in  a  house  built  by  the  defendant  for  the  jj^^  b^SaS 
plaintiff,  should  settle^  give  way,  or  fall  down  from  the  place  tbey  me  way 
where  they  were  then  built,  that  then  the  defendant,  his  heirs,  ^^^^"^^ 
&c.  should  well  and  ^substantially  rebuild  the  same,  at  his  own  and  pay  Uw 
expense,  and  pay  the  plaintiff  all  damages  occasioned  by  their  ^"53ii  did 
settling,  giving  way,  or  frilling  down,  &c.  The  plaintiff,  in  his  give  way  within 
declaration,  after  setting  forth  the  condition  of  the  bond,  aver-  AeobK^,iIlS? 
led,  that  the  cellar  wall  and  chimneys  did,  on  the  1st  January ^  ing    sold'  the 

1800,  settle,  give  way,  and  fall  down,  and  that  the  defendant,  ^"^  Ae^bo^ 
though  often  requested,  did  not  rebuild  the  same,  nor  pay  the  to  him,  who 
aamages,  otc.  \  ^^^^  ^^^^ 

*Tbe  defendant  pleaded  non  est  factum ;  and  traversed  the  r  #  404 1 
breach  assigned,  and  the  request  to  rebuild,  or  pay  the  dam-  ofthe  wans,  and 

qgftg-  requested     him 

The  cause  was  tried  at  the  Rensselaer  circuit,  in  October  last,  it  was  held  that 
before  Mr.  Justice  Yates.  {^  '^^'^  .fro™ 

The  plaintiff  proved,  that  the  chimneys  settled  and  cracked,  was  mfSavSt 
so  that  they  took  fire ;  that  the  defendant  lived  within  thu-ty  ^^id^lTSoi^ 
rods  of  the  house ;  that  the  fire  was  a  subject  of  public  conver-  suit,  the  couii 
sation  in  the  neighborhood,  and  that  the  defendant  was  fre-  ^^ice  of  oWec- 
quently  at  the  house,  after  the  fire.  tions  ^o  ^e 

A  witness  testified,  that  about  a  year  before,  Messrs.  Com'  J^jedSaUon^ 
stock  and  Walworth  called  on  the  defendant  to  repair  the  wall  they  properly 
and  chimneys,  and  demanded  payment  for  the  damages.  ^faLresTof 

The  judge  was  of  opinion,  that  to  entitle  the  plaintiff  to  re-  judgment. 
cover,  it  was  requisite  for  him  to  prove  a[  notice  to  the  defend- 
ant of  the  situation  of  the  wall  and  chimneys,  and  a  request  to 
repair  them  according  to  the  condition  of  the  bond. 

The  plaintiff  then  offered  to  prove  that  Comstock  and  WaJr 
worth  had  purchased  the  house  of  him  in  1800,  and  that  he 
assigned  the  bond  of  the  defendant  to  them,  by  an  endwse- 
ment  thereon,  under  his  hand  and  seal,  and  that  notice  thereof 
was  given  to  the  defendant;  that  a  short  time  before  the  present 
action  was  commenced,  the  defendant  went  to  the  house  and 
examined  the  situation  of  the  wall  and  chimneys. 

The  judge  decided  that  this  evidence  was  inadmissible,  and  . 
that  a  notice  and  request  to  the  defendant  firom  the  plaintiff 
himself  must  be  proved,  befi>re  the  plaintiff  could  recover. 

The  plaintiff  was  thereupon  nonsuited. 

A  motion  was  made  to  set  aside  the  nonsuit 


Bussel,  for  the  plaintiff.    No  notice  of  the  happening  of  an 
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AtMAtM.  event  is  necessary  to  be  given,  where  it  is  public  *and  noto- 
•^^f^^T'  "^"s»  ^^^  must  be  within  the  knowledge  of  the  party.  (Com 
V^iYmm!^  Plead.  C.  73.  75.     Cro.  Jac.  102.  228,  229.  404.  432.) 

""'  Where  the  obfigor  Is  in  a  ^tuatioti  to  know  the  happening 

of  the  event  on  which  he  is  to  be  Hable,  he  is  bound  to  take 
notice  of  it,  and  the  obligee  need  ttot  give  him  notice.  In  Peel 
and  others  v.  Tathek,  (1  Bos.  and  Pull.  419.)  where  the  de-- 
iendant  was  bound  for  the  fidelity  of  a  clerk,  it  W]!i8  held,  that 
an  action  layagainat  the  surety,  for  the  embezzlement  of  the 
derk,  three  years  after  the  fact  happened,  and  though  no 
notice  was  given  of  the  embe:^lement  to  the  obligor,  until  the 
action  wa«  brought  by  the  obligee  on  the*  bond. 

But  admitting  such  notice  to  be  requisite,  before  an  action 
is  commenced,  we  contend,  that  the  assignees  of  the  Ixmd,  in 
the  present  case,  were  competent  to  give  the  notice  ;  for  thif 
court  have  decided,  that  they  will  take  notice  of  the  rights  of 
an  assignee  of  a  chose  in  action;  (3  Johns.  Rep.  426.)  and  this 
case  comes  within  the  spirit  of  that  decision. 

Foot  and  Sk&mer,  contra.  It  is  admitted,  tfiat  where  the 
obligor  must,  from  his  situation,  be  supposed  to  know  the  fact, 
no  notice  is  necessary ;  but  this  case  does  not  come  within  thai 
rule,  for  there  is  nothing  in  the  defendant's  situation,  on  whic;h 
to  ground,  necessarily,  a  presumption  of  knowledge.  Where 
a  notice  is  essential,  and  necessary  to  be  proved,  the  common 
words  in  a  declaration,  "though  often  requested,"  (fee.  are  not 
sufficient ;  but  a  notice  must  be  specially  averred.  As  there 
was  no  averment  of  notice,  none  could  be  proved  at  the  trial. 
The  terms  of  the  contract  show  the  necessity  of  notice  ;  for 
the  obligor  is  to  rebuild,  and  pay  the  damages,  arising  from  a 
defect  or  failure  of  the  wall  or  chimneys. 
[•406]  *It  is  true,  that  the  rights  of  assignees  are  to  be  protected 

But  here  the  right  of  action  against  the  defendant,  he!d  accrued 
prior  to  the  assignment,  and  when  the  plaintiff  alone  could  give 
notice.  / 

Per  Curiam.  Whether  the  dedaration,  iif  this  cause,  con- 
tains a  sufficient  averment  of  notice  of  a  breach  of  the  cooditioD 
of  the  bond,  or  whether  such  an  averment  was  at  all  necessary, 
are  questions  which  cannot  arise  on  the  prevent  motion,  {a) 

The  defendant  has  seen  fit  to  traverse  such  notice,  and  issue 
ift  thereupon  taken  ;  the  question,  which  arose  on  the  trial, 
related  to  the  sufficiency  of  the  proof  to  maintain  such  issue ; 
and  the  only  point  now  before  the  coart  is,  whether  it  was 
competent  for  the  assignees  of  the  bond,  to  give  notice  of  the 
breach,  and  request  a  performance  of  the  condition.  The 
assignees  were  the  proper  persons-  to  give  such  notice ;  they 
alone  were  benefidaUy  interested  in  the  covenant  It  was 
proved  that  the  defendants  had  notice  of  the  assignment    It 

(d)  SfffgiMt  V. ,  &  Cat».  R6p.  115,  and  the  cades  cited. 
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bis  been  repeatedly  decided,  tnd  well  settled,  both  in  our  own, 
and  in  the  English  courts,  that  the  right  of  an  assignee  of  a 
chose  in  action  will  be  recognized  and  protected.  (3  Johns. 
Bep,  426.)  (a)  If  notice  of  the  breach  in  this  case  was  neces* 
sary,  the  assignor  might  have  refused  to  give  such  notice ;  and 
if  the  assignees  could  not,  the  covenant  would,  thereby,  be- 
come nugatory.  The  defendant's  oounsel,  upon  the  argument, 
seemed  to  admit,  that  the  assignees  were  the  proper  persons 
to  give  notice,  but  contended  tfiat  the  proof  was  inadmissible, 
for  want  of  a  proper  averment  in  the  declaration.  This  objec- 
tion, however,  cannot  prevail:  the  proof  was  in  support  of  one 
of  the  issues  in  the  cause :  and  whether  the  declaration  con- 
tains a  sufficient  averment,  is  a  question  which  must  arise  on 
a  motion  in  arrest  of  judgment 

*We  are,  accordingly,  of  opinion,  that  the  nonsuit  must  be 
set  aside,  with  costs  to  abide  the  event  of  the  suit. 


ALBANY, 

Angott,  1809, 

Olcott 

T. 

LlUT. 


[♦407] 


Rule  granted. 


(•)  The  rights  of  an  anignee  of  a  chose  in  attUm  are  now  oompletelj  settled  bj 
the  courts  ot  law,  who,  though  they  preserve  the  form  of  an  action  in  the  name 
of  the  assignor,  yet  consider  the  beneficial  interest  as  being  entirely  under  the 
control  of  the  assignee,  whoae  rights  cannot  be  defeated  by  Sie  assignor.  Wdck 
T.  MsmdsvUU,  1  Wheat,  Rep.  23^,  5  Wheat.  Rep.  277.  Gotdd  v.  JfewmoM,  6 
Moms.  Rep.  939.  JMmncr  y.  Somes ^  14  Mass,  Ren.  107.  Corser  v,  Craig ^  I  Wash. 
C.  C.  Rm.  424.  UtOtfield  y.  Story,  3  Johns.  Rep.  42i.  Raymond  r.  Sqtare,  11 
Johns.  R^.  47.  Where  an  order  is  drawn  for  the  whole  of  e.  particular  fitndf  it 
is  an  equitable  assignment  of  that  6ind  to  the  payee,  and,  after  notice,  bmds  the 
fuid  in  his  hands.  Roihms  y.  Bocew,  3  GremU.  316.  See  CUmson  y.  Davidson, 
5  Binm.  Rep.  392.  The  right  of  the  assignor  of  a  chose  in  actum  is  not  defeated 
by  the  death  of  the  anignor.     CvMs  y.  Perkins^  12  Mass.  Rep,  206. 


Olcott  against  Lilly,  who  is  Impleaded  with  Doe. 


KiRKLANDy  for  the  defendant,  moved  for  leave  to  enter  After  the  m- 
an  exoneretur  on  the  bail-piece,  on  which  the  present  suit  was  tumofa«i.s«. 
brought.     The  defendant,  in  his  affidavit,  stated,  that,  after  the  ^^Jdr^tx/^ 

1,  he  sued  baa  has  become 

'  fixed,  the  coort 

will  Dol  relieye 


o  f  —  —      #--         #-        f 

plaintiff  had  obtained  a  judgment  against  the  principal, 


Uis  bail,  where  die  principal  is  dead.    Thej  aAwd  relief  only  to  enable  Ihe  bail  te  B»ake  a  smrendeTf 
where  toe  principal  is  convicted  of  felony,  sent  abtoad  as  an  aliea,  or  is  discharged  under  the  bankrupt 
insoWent  laws,  which  is  regarded  as  equivalent  to  a  surrender,  (a) 
Where  a  plaintiff  has  obtained  a  judgnent,  be  ma^  first ' 


levied 

•Ml 


.^        , a/. /h.,  and  ifthe  whole  of  the  debt  is  not 

k1  on  that  execution,  he  may  issue  a  co.  «a.  or  bring  an  action  of  deblon  the  judgment  for  the  residue  } 
if  a  non  est  inoentus  is  returned  to  such  ea.  so.,  be  may  proceed  against  the  bail. 


(a)  See  Jlomas  r.mUkle9,6  Com  M^,  U. 
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L*409] 


out  z,  fieri  facias  against  him,  returnable  in  Nwoember  term  last, 
on  which  the  property  of  the  principal  was  taken  and  sold,  and 
the  proceeds  thereof  applied  towards  the  satis&ction  of  the 
judgment ;  that  at  the  return  of  the  fieri  facias y  the  principal 
was  sick,  and  in  so  low  a  state  of  h^th,  that  he  could  not  be 
surrendered,  without  endangering  his  life ;  and  that  he  remained 
languishing  of  his  disease  until  the  19th  of  July  last,  when  he 
died.  On  the  2 1st  July^  the  capias  on  the  recognizance  was 
sued  out  against  the  defendants,  as  bail,  returnable  at  this  term, 
and  was  served.  The  defendant  also  stated,  that  the  principal 
had  been,  for  four  months,  in  a  bad  state  of  health,  and  unable 
to  attend  to  any  business,  and  that  the  ca.  sa.  against  the  prin- 
cipal was  not  issued  until  after  the  return  of  the  fieri  facias; 
that  the  principal  was  in  the  county  of  Onondaga^  imtil  his 
death,  and  might,  at  any  time,  have  been  taken  on  a  ca.  sa. 

From  the  affidavit  read  on  the  part  of  the  plaintiff,  it  ap- 
peared, that  the  ca.  sa.  was  issued  on  the  10th  February^  ♦re- 
turnable on  tlie  17th  February  last,  and  had  been  four  days  in 
the  hands  of  the  sheriff,  and  was  filed  in  the  clerk's  office  on 
the  5th  May  last. 

KtrJcland  contended,  that  the  plaintiff,  by  electing  to  pro- 
ceed, in  the  first  instance,  by  b,  fieri  facias^  had  discharged  the 
bail.  It  was  equivalent  to  a  notice,  that  he  intended  to  look 
to  the  principal,  and  not  to  the  bail.  (2  SeUon^  44.  Sheri- 
dan's K.  B.  Pr.  368.     2  Crompt.  71.     3  Burr.  1360.) 

The  court,  he  said,  will  often  interfere,  and  relieve  the  bail, 
where  it  becomes  impossible  to  surrender  the  principal,  as  if  he 
has  been  guilty  of  a  felony  and  sent  to  the  state  prison.  For  a 
similar  reason,  in  the  present  case,  the  bail  ought  to  be  relieved. 
He  cited  2  Johns.  Rep.  104.  6  Term  Rep.  241.  2  SeUon,  57. 
Coleman's  Cases ^  65.  109.     1  Cainesj  9. 

Ooldy  contra,  insisted,  that  the  court  had,  in  no  instance, 
relieved  bail,  on  account  of  the  death  of  the  principal.  The 
indulgence,  sometimes  granted  under  special  circumstances, 
was  merely  to  enable  the  bail  to  surrender  the  principal,  after 
the  usual  time  had  elapsed ;  but  this  could  never  be  done, 
where  the  principal  was  dead.  He  cited  2  SeUon^  55.  6  Term 
IZep.  284.   4  East,  102. 

Kent,  Ch.  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court.  1.  There 
is  no  case  in  which  the  death  of  the  principal,  after  the  return 
and  filing  of  the  ca.  sa.  has  been  allowed  as  a  ground  for  relief. 
All  the  cases  agree,  that  after  the  bail  are  fixed,  de  jure,  they 
take  the  risk  of  the  death  of  the  principal.  The  attempt  for  re- 
lief has  fireauently  been  made,  and  as  often  denied.  The  time 
which  is  allowed  the  bail,  ex  gratia,  is  at  their  peril,  and  they 
must  surrender.  (1  Roll.  Mr,  336.  C.  1.  •12  Mod.  601. 
Freem.  Hqp.  838.   1  Str.  611*.  2Ld.  Raym.  1452.  2  Str.  717. 
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5  Wils.  67.  6  Term  Rep,  284.)  There  are  cases  in  which  the 
bail  have  been  relieved,  on  motion,  where  the  principal  had  be- 
come a  peer,  (Doug.  45.)  (<i)  or  been  sent  abroad,  under  the 
alien  act,  (6  Term  Hep.  246.)  (b)  or  had  obtained  a  certificate 
as  a  bankrupt ;  (2  Bos,  ^  VuL  45.)  (c)  but  in  none  of  these 
cases,  except  in  the  last,  does  it  appear  that  the  bail  had  be- 
come fixed,  when  the  event  happened  upon  which  they  were 
relieved.  A  number  of  cases,  in  this  court,  have  gone  so  far  as 
to  relieve  the  bail,  if  the  principal  had  been  discharged  under 
the  insolvent  act,  any  time  before  the  period  allowed  to  the 
bail,  ex  gratia,  had  expired  ;  but  these  decisions  went  upon  the 
principle,  that  the  discharge  was  equivalent  to  a  surrender,  and 
that  it  would  be  an  unnecessary  circuity  to  have  a  formal  sur- 
render made,  since  the  principoJ  would  immediately  be  entitled 
to  a  discharge ;  and  the  latest  decisions  in  England  seem  to 
have  gone  the  same  length.  [Riddeler  v.  Mitchell^  April  term, 
1800.  (rf)  Ingraham  ads.  Kane,  October  term,  1801.  (c)  Van 
Alstynt  ads.  Srinkerhoff,  July  term,  1802.  Seaman  v.  DraJce^ 
1  Caines,  9.  1  Burr,  244.  1  Tiddj  240.)  (/) 

To  allow  the  motion,  then,  upon  this  ground,  would  be  to 
change  a  long-settled  and  uniform  course  of  practice  and  pre- 
cedents. All  that  was  said  by  the  court,  in  the  case  of  Broume^ 
low  V.  Forbesy  (2  Johns.  Rep,  101.)*  went  no  further  than  to 
admit  that  the  bail  were  then  entitled,  under  what  might  be 
odled  the  equity  side  of  the  court,  in  respect  to  this  subject,  to 


ALBANY, 

Au|^t^  1809. 

Olcott 

T. 

Lilly. 


(a)  It  was  conceded  by  the  counsel  for  the  plaintiff,  in  Coxe  y.  JifClenachan 
(3  liaU.  Rep.  478.)  that  the  priyilese  of  Congress  extended  to  arrests  on  judicial 
as  weU  as  mesne  process ;  tnongh  ne  controverted  the  doctrine,  that  a  person, 
arrested  before  he  had  privilege,  was  entitle  to  be  discharged  in  consequence 
of  privilege  afterwards  acquired,  which  was  the  case  in  that  particular  instance. 

(&)  Where  the  defendant  was  in  the  criminal  custody  of  the  King's  Bench 
fiir  a  conspiracy,  the  Common  Pleas  would  not  take  him  out  of  such  custody, 
in  order  to  surrender  him  in  discliarge  of  his  bail ;  but  they  enlar^d  the  time 
fer  surrender,  and  in  the  mean  time  stayed  the  proceedings  agamst  the  bail. 
BsMMtt  V.  Kuuuar,  3  Moo.  Rep.  259. 

(eS  The  proper  application,  where  the  principal  has  become  bankrupt,  and 
obCained  his  certificate,  (1  Ken.  Ca.  504.)  or  been  discharged  as  an  insolvent 
debtor,  (2  Ckitt.  Rep.  105.^  is  by  motion  for  an  exonerehtTy  as  the  bail  cannot 
plead  these  matters  in  their  own  discharge.  1  Bom.  ^  PuU.  448. 

{(£)  Reported  1  Coinet's  Rep.  11.  n. 

e)  Reported  2  Johns.  Ca.  403. 

^(J)  An  insolvent  discharge  of  a  sister  state,  exempting  only  the  person  fh>m 
imprisonment,  and  leaving  the  future  acquisitions  of^the  insolvent  liable  to 
execution,  affects  only  the  remedy  of  the  |Mrty,  and  not  tlie  contract,  and  is 
not  regarded  in  the  state  of  Jfew-  York^  and  will  not  entitle  the  insolvent's  bail  to 
an  exoneretMT.  WhiUemore  v.  Adams^  2  Cow.  Rep.  626.  An  exonerehtr,  when 
allowed,  is  allowed  on  motion,  and  on  payment  cf  costs,  to  avoid  the  unneces- 
sary circuity  of  a  formal  surrender,  horn  which  the  principal  would  be 
entitled  to  an  immediate  discharge  ;  but  if  the  principal  have  time  to  plead  his 
discharge,  and  omit  to  do  so,  an  exoneretur  will  not  be  ordered,  afVer  judgment 
in  fiivor  of  the  bail,  who  will  be  left  to  surrender  in  the  ordinary  way.  Cantp- 
hM  T.  PtLlmer,  6  Cow.  Rep.  596. 
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be  relieved  on  surrendering  their  principal,  within  the  eight 
days  after  the  return  of  the  capias  in  debt  on  the  recognizance. 
There  is  no  decision  of  this  court  which  has  e?er  dtered  or 
shaken  the  English  practice  on  the  point  before  us. 

2.  The  next  ground  of  the  motion  for  relief  is,  that  the  plain- 
tiff had  previously  sued  out  a  Ji.  fa.  and  ♦levied  part  of  the 
debt,  and  that  he  afterwards  resorted  to  a  ca.  sa.  and  to  the 
bail,  for  the  remainder.  But  it  is  not  to  be  doubted  but  that 
the  plaintiff  may  resort  to  these  two  kinds  of  execution,  in  suc- 
cession ;  and  that,  after  levying  part  by  Ji,  fa.j  he  may  sue  out 
a  ca.  8a,y  or  bring  an  action  of  debt  on  the  judgment^  for  the 
residue.     (4  Bos.  fy  Pull  134.^ 

This  is  for  the  advantage  of  tne  bail.  It  lessens  the  demand 
for  which  they  may  be  responsible ;  and  it  does  not  depriire 
them,  in  the  mean  time,  of  the  right  of  surrender.  There  is  no 
reason  for  saying  that  the  bail  are  discharged,  if  the  plaintiff 
elects  to  sue  out  a^.  fa,  in  the  first  instance ;  no  such  plea  is 
to  be  found,  and  it  is  repugnant  to  the  condition  of  their  recog- 
nizance. 

In  Heath  v.  Manticaptars  of  HaJl^  {Freem.  Rep.  344.  pi. 
425.^  it  was  admitted,  that  though  part  of  the  debt  be  leried 
on  tne  principal,  yet  the  bail  are  hable  for  the  remainder.  The 
motion  must  be  denied. 

Motion  denied. 
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Bruce  against  Lee  and  Mullikin. 

THIS  was  an  action  of  debt^  on  a  bond.  The  declaration  Where A^anin- 
was  in  the  usual  form.  The  defendant  pleaded,  l.non  est  fac-  ^^"^^J^Zi 
twn;  and  in  his  2d  plea,  craved  *oyer  of  the  condition,  which  f  *411 1 
was  as  follows,  '^  that  if  the  above  bound  William  Lee  and  his  dischar^ 
Joseph  MuUikiny  jointly,  or  either  of  them,  their  heirs,  &c.  JSy^iJ]^*  ^^ 
shall,  within  fifteen  days  firom  the  day  that  James  Elliot,  of  the  on  the  day  a^ 
city  of  NeiP-Yorky  may  or  shall  receive  a  discharge,  by  virtue  J^jdito^^**'  ^ 
of  any  act  of  insolvency,  agreeable  to  the  statute  of  this  state,  show  cause  why 
deliver  to  the  said  Charles  Bruce,  or  to  his  heirs  or  assigns,  "ouiT^St"*^ 
James  Elliotts  notes,  with  app^ved  endorsers,  for  the  sum  of  made,  and  the 
1,231  dollars  and  36  cents,  one  third  thereof  in  two  months  ^^*  ^^ 
from  the  expiration  of  the  said  fifteen  days,  one  third  in  four  B.,  one'  of  the 
months,  and  the  other  third  in  six  months,  from  the  time  afore-  !^^"'  ^ 
said ;  then  the  above  obligation  to  be  void,"  &,c.  showed    cause 

They  then  pleaded,  that  they  ought  not  to  be  charged,  &c.,  J£^'.^d*1t 
because  they  say,  that  before  the  date  of  the  said  bond,  to  wit,  wMft«i agreed 
on  the  nth  March,  1808,  the  said  James  Elliot,  being  an  insol-  ^^"^^  ^'  ^ 
vent  debtor,  within  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  act  of  latter  would 
the  legislature,  &c.,  did,  in  conjunction  with  certain  of  his  cred-  ^^J-Jjon  ^ 
itors,  present  a  petition,  setting  forth,  &c.,  to  the  recorder  of  the  discharge, 
the  city  of  New-  York,  who  thereupon  made  an  order,  directing  ^ij  *  ^ecme 
notice  to  be  given  in  the  gazette,  for  the  creditors  of  the  said  a  bond  to  him 
Mot,  to  show  cause,  before  him,  on  the  Uth  May,  1808,  why  deUvS°"ttf  hiS 
an  assignment  of  the  said  insolvent's  estate  should  not  be  A.'s  notes,  with 
niado,and  he  be  discharged  according  to  the  act,  &c.  On  the  SSKTm^ts,  *ta  - 
day  appointed,  the  plaintiff,  as  one  of  the  creditors,  appeared  id^  days  after 
before  the  recorder,  and  showed  cause  against  the  assignment  ^Jabie  inl- 
and discharge  of  Elliot,  and  the  plaintiff  and  insolvent  agreed  stdments, which 
that  the  bond  in  question  should  be  given  to  the  plaintiff,  and  ^^in^^  ^I 
that  he,  in  consideration  thereof,  should  withdraw  his  opposi-  ecut^  by  c. 
tion  to  the  assignment  and  discharge  of  the  insolvent,  and  that  nJerS*  *to  b!" 
the  said  bond  was  given  in  pursuance  of  such  agreement,  and  who,  after- 
for  the  consideration  aforesaid  ;  and  so  the  said  bond  is  void,  ^  acVion  ^^Se 

&C.,  wherefore,  &C.  bon<l  against  c. 

•The  third  plea  was  to  the  same  effect :  there  was  a  general  r*412] 
demurrer  to  the  second  and  third  pleas,  and  joinder.  wm  bcid^°iai 

the    bond   was 

D.  B.  Ogden  and  Oardinier  argued  in  support  of  the  de-  ^*^"."^j^*'^ 

niurrer*  policy  and   in- 

tent of  the  insol- 

Welb  and  Talbot,  contra.  '"'  *"•  '"* 

(m)  TWtarwT. 

Per  Curiam,     This  cause  comes  before  the  court,  on  a  gen-  R^in  '^ 
end  demurrer  to  the  ^cond  and  third  pleas.    The  action  is  in 
debt  on  a  bond,  the  condition  of  which  is,  that  the  defendant 
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should,  within  fifteen  days  after  the  discharge  of  James  EBiot^ 
under  the  insolvent  act,  procure  and  deliver  to  the  plaintiff,  the 
said  James  Elliofs  note,  with  a^)proved  endorsers,  for  the  sum 
of  1,231  dollars,  and  36  cents.  The  pleas  allege,  that  Elliot 
was  proceeding  to  obtain  the  benefit  of  the  insolvent  act,  and 
that,  on  the  day  appointed  for  the  hearing  of  the  creditors,  in 
opposition,  the  plaintiff,  being  a  creditor,  appeared  and  showed 
cause  against  the  discharge  ;  and  that,  afterwards,  and  before 
Elliot  WQs  discharged,  the  defendant  gave  the  bond  in  questioo, 
the  consideration  for  which  was,  that  the  plaintiff  should  with' 
draw  his  opposition  to  Elliotts  discharge. 

The  demurrer  is  not  well  taken.  The  consideration  for  the 
bond  was  illegal,  and  against  the  true  intent  and  policy  of  the 
insolvent  act.  It  is  fairly  to  be  intended,  that  the  opposition 
made  by  the  plaintiff  would  have  been  successful,  and  of 
course,  that  Elliot  was  not  entitled  to  his  discharge,  either  on 
account  of  fraud,  or  some  other  cause  equally  fatal.  It  was, 
therefore,  a  fraud  upon  the  creditors,  in  aiding  the  discharge 
of  a  person  not  entitled  to  it.  The  opposition  of  the  plaintiff 
might  have  lulled  them  to  sleep,  knowing,  or  presuming  prob- 
ably, that  this  alone,  if  persevered  in,  would  defeat  the  insol- 
vent. This  case  falls  precisely  within  *the  dedsion  of  this 
court,  in  the  case  of  iVaite  v.  Harper,  (2  Johns.  Rep.  386.) 
The  consideration  for  the  promise  there  was  that  the  plaintiff 
would  not  oppose  the  defendant's  discharge,  under  the  insol- 
vent act.  The  court  said  that  the  consideration  for  the  promise 
was  illegal,  and  founded  on  fraud,  being  made  for  the  purpose 
of  stifling  a  due  scrutiny  into  the  claim  of  the  defendant  to  a 
discharge  under  the  insolvent  act.  The  present  action  being 
founded  on  a  specialty,  does  not  vary  the  case ;  the  seal  does 
not  preclude  an  inquiry  into  the  consideration,  if  ille^  and 
fraudulent.  The  principle  adopted  by  the  court,  in  naiie  v. 
Harper,  is  recognized  in  all  the  cases  cited  by  the  plaintiff's 
counsel ;  and  it  is  a  principle  which  will  not  be  fbnnd  to  nave 
been  questioned  by  any  adjudication.  The  bond  having  been 
given  by  third  persons,  and  not  by  the  insolvent,  cannot  alter  the 
character  of  the  transaction,  according  to  the  principle  adopted 
by  the  court,  in  the  case  of  Robson  v.  Calze,  (Doug.  228.) 

We  are,  accordingly,  of  opinion  that  the  defendants  are  en 
titled  to  judgment. 

Judgment  for  the  defendants,  (a) 

(a)  PromiBsory  notev  (Baker  v.  MaUack,  1  ^shm.  Rep,  57.)  and  oUier  lecniitiet 

Siven  to  a  creditor,  to  induce  him  to  withdraw  his  o{>po8ition,  have  alwaya  been 
eemed  contrary  to  the  policy  of  the  law,  and  void.  Rogers  y.  KkitUth  S 
Bingh.  Rep,  441 .  Constantiiu  v.  Blacke^  1  Cox's  Cases j  287.  Jackson  y.  Dmmsem^ 
4  Bam.  ^Jild.  691,  Tialniryy.  MiUer,  19  Jt^ms.  Rep.  Zlh  JaekmanY.MiiekeUj 
13  Fes.  Jan.  581.  Weils  v.  Girling,  5  Moo.  Rep.  78.  Wiggim  v.  Btisk,  12  Jebu. 
JE^p.  30b.  If,  however,  a  man  be  really  solvent,  bat  puts  on  the  appearance  of 
insolvency  so  as  to  alarm  his  creditors,  and  thereby  induces  them  to  abate  or 
release  dieir  demands,  equity  wiU  relieve  them.  jAmger  v.  Kett.  IS  Mod.  Rep. 
556.    2  J^.  Ca.  M.  479.  m. 
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ON  certiorari,  from  a  justice's  court. 

Burger  brought  an  action  of  trespass,  before  a  justice  of  the 
peace,  a^nst  Kortright^  for  damage  done  by  his  cattle  on  the 
knd  of  Burgery  by  reason  of  KortrighVs  not  having  made  his 
share  or  part  cS  the  partition  fence,  between  the  parties,  and 
also  for  the  expense  of  making  the  fence,  which  Kortright, 
rhongh  requested,  had  refused  to  make. 

The  defendlint  pleaded  not  guilty,  and  gave  notice  that  he 
shoold  offer  evidence  of  damages,  sustained  by  cattle,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  plaintiff's  not  having  made  his  proportion  of  the 
division  fence.  Issue  was  joined  thereon,  and  the  cause  tried 
by  a  jury,  who  found  a  verdict  for  the  defendant,  for  25  cents, 
with  6  cents  costs.  The  defendant  remitted  the  25  cents,  and 
the  justice  entered  the  remittitur,  and  gave  judgment  generally 
for  the  defendant 

Sudam,  for  the  plaintiff  in  error.  He  cited  1  Wib,  30. 
Yeh.  43.  2  Sir.  1110.  1171.  Laws  ofN.  Y.  24  sess.  c.  78. 
8.  14. 


Where  the  joiy, 
in  an  action 
before  a  justice, 
rare  a  verdict 
lor  the  defend- 
ant for  25  cents 
damam^  and 
the  defendant 
remitted  the 
damages;  and 
the  justice  en- 
tered the  remif- 
iUur,  and  gave 
judgment  gen- 
erafly  for  the 
defendant,  it 
was  held  to  be 
correct  How 
far  the  decisi(Mi 
of  fence  viewers 
is  conclusive, 
queere.  It  is 
enough  if  anj 
dispute  exists 
aboutapartition 
fence,  to  enable 
the  fence  view- 
ers to  interpose. 


Tappan,  contra,  cited  2  Caines,  179. 
3  Johns.  Rep.  433.  427. 


2  Johns.  Rep.  84. 181. 


Spencer,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court.  Two  ob- 
lections  have  been  made  to  the  judgment  below.  The  first  is, 
that  the  defendant  below  could  not  remit  the  damages  found  ; 
and  that,  by  the  12th  section  of  the  act  for  the  more  speedy 
recovery  of  debts  to  the  value  *of  25  dollars,  the  justice  is 
bound  to  jgive  judgment  on  the  verdict,  (a) 

This  court  have  disregarded  a  verdict  for  6  cents,  consider- 
ing it  as  merely  nominal.  If  a  jury  in  this  court  should 
give  the  plaintiff  more  damages  than  he  claims  by  his  declara- 
tion, there  would  be  no  hesitation  in  allowing  a  remittitur  of 
the  surplus  beyond  the  damages  laid  in  the  declaration. 
So  if,  in  an  action  in  which  th^  defendant  was  not  entitled  to 
damages,  the  jury  should  give  him  damages,  I  see  no  reason 
why  he  should  not  be  allowed  to  remit  them.  A  remittitur 
Would  be  permitted  in  both  cases,  on  the  principle,  that  the 
party  in  whose  favor  a  sum  is  found,  has  the  right  immediately 
to  cede  it  to  the  Qther  party ;  and  that  the  mistake  of  a  jury, 


(a)  See  3  Aeo.  Stat.  344. 346. 
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which  can  be  corrected  by  the  act  of  the  party  in  whose  fiiTor 
it  is  made,  and  which  mistake  is  not  imputable  to  hira,  shall 
work  no  prejudice.  The  cases  cited  do  not  apply  to  this  ques- 
tion ;  nor  are  they  opposed  to  these  principles :  the  act  ought 
to  be  construed  in  subserviency  to  these  principles.  It  was 
obviously  the  intention  of  the  legislature,  to  take  away  all 
right  from  the  justice,  to  control  or  set  aside  the  verdict  of  a 
jury :  it  would  be  an  unnatural  and  .violent  construction, 
to  say,  that  the  legislature  meant  to  oblige  the  justice  to  give 
judgment  in  favor  of  a  party,  nolens  volens. 

The  second  objection,  which  relates  to  the  merits,  is,  that 
the  jury  have  disregarded  an  agreement  relative  to  the  partition 
fence,  between  the  parties;  and  have  founded  their  verdict  on 
the  decision  of  the  fence  viewers.  I  doubt  much  the  legal  effi- 
cacy of  the  agreement  It  was  not  made  between  these  par- 
ties. At  all  events,  disputes  did  exist  between  them,  as  to  the 
proportion  of  fence  to  be  maintained  by  each ;  and  thus  the 
case  came  within  the  statute.  (Rev.  Laws,  332.  s.  14.)  (a) 
An  exception  has  been  made  to  the  decision  of  the  fence 
viewers ;  but  *it  is  of  no  avail ;  they  never  intended,  and  could 
not  oblige  the  plaintiff,  to  make  a  fence  across  the  defendant's 
land. 

The  judgment  ought  not,  therefore,  to  be  distmrbed,  on  ac- 
count of  any  contrariety  in  the  evidence,  as  to  the  decision  of 
the  fence  viewers,  if  there  appears  enough  to  support  it.  The 
court  are  of  opinion,  that  the  judgment  must  be  affirmed. 

Judgment  affirmed. 
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Livingston  against  Tremper.  ^LmlJ^I^ 

V. 

THIS  was  an  action  of  covenant.  The  declaration  stated, 
tb^  onthe  25th  Ji«/y,  1792,  one  Thomas  Berry  executed  a  '^^'^Sfrf 
bofid  to  the  plaintiff,  for  96/.  conditioned  to  pay  48/.  on  the  ^ther  is  not 
Irt  November^  1798,  with  the  interest  yearly,  to  be  calculated  ^^f^^frJ^S" 
from  the  1st  November^  1791 ;  that  on  the  3d  December,  1807,  which  does  no' 
the  defendant  executed  a  writinir,  under  his  hand  and  seal/by  ?PP*y  ^  ^V 

I'll  ,  «  V      .  1       •  I      1  %   *      » ii»    iniPB  under  8681. 

Which  he  covenanted,  and  promised  to  and  with  the  plaintiff,  f" covenant,  of 
that  the  principal  and  interest  of  the  bond  given  by  Berry ,  JIJJJJ^^JJJJ^  * 
shoaid  be  paid  to  the  plaintiff,  in  twelve  months  thereafter, 
&c.,  arerring  a  breach,  &c.,  with  the  common  conclusion. 

There  wes  a  general  demurrer  to  the  declaration,  and 
joinder. 

Sudamj  in  support  of  the  demurrer,  contended,  that  as  this 
was  a  promise,  on  the  face  of  it,  to  pay  the  debt  of  another, 
and  without  consideration,  it  was  void  by  the  statute  of  frauds. 
It  being  under  the  hand  and  seal  of  *the  party,  made  no  dif-  [•  417  ] 
ference ;  for  where  the  promise,  on  the  face  of  it,  is  void  by  the 
statute,  a  seal  cannot  render  it  valid. 

In  Low  V.  Peersy  (4  Burr.  2225.  Wilmot,  364.  S.  C.  2  SeU 
wyn'*  JV".  P.  485.)  it  was  decided,  that  although  from  the  de- 
liberation and  solemnity  which  accompanies  the  execution  of 
a  deed,  the  law  presumes  a  consideration  :  yet,  that  this  doc- 
trine applies  only  where  the  deed  is  good  on  the  face  of  it : 
for  a  consideration  cannot  be  presumed  to  support  a  deed, 
which  is  void  on  the  face  of  it. 

Thb  court  have  decided,  that  the  consideration,  as  well  as 
the  promise,  should  be  in  writing.  {Sears  v.  Brink,  3  Johns. 
Rep,  210.  Bailey  and  Bogert  v.  Freeman^  4  Johns.  Rep.  280.) 
If  the  statute  requires  that  the  consideration  should  be  in  writ- 
ing, or  expressed  on  the  face  of  the  agreement,  it  cannot  be 
implied  from  the  mere  seal. 


HatokirkSf  contra.  The  cases  of  Sears  v.  Brink,  and  Bailey 
•nrf  Bogert  v.  Freeman,  were  on  simple  contracts.  It  is  evi- 
dent from  the  reasoning  of  the  court,  in  the  case  of  Jackson, 
ex  dem.  Hudson  and  others,  v.  Alexander,  (3  Johns.  Rep.  484.) 
that  the  court 'did  not  intend  to  apply  the  doctrine  to  deeds, 
or  sealed  instruments,  which,  in  themselves,  import  a  consider- 
ation. This  distinction  between  contracts  by  deed,  and  by 
fnrol,  is  well  settled.  The  former  are  not  within  the  statute 
of  frauds.  {RoherU  on  Frauds,  7.  10.  7  Term  Rep.  350.  2 
Bl  Com.  446.  Hardres,  80.  Plawd.  308.) 

KkmT)  Ch.  J.  We  do  not  wish  to  hear  fou  on  this  point. 
It  is  too  weU  settled  to  admit  of  doubt 
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AI3ANY,  Van  Ness,  J.  There  is  a  fallacy  in  the  argument  of  the 
August,  1809.  defendant's  counsel.  The  statute  of  frauds  was  never  meant 
to  alter  the  common  law.  Any  promise,  under  seal,  was  valid 
at  common  law.  The  seal  imports  a  consideration,  as  much  as 
if  it  was  expressed  in  so  many  words.  The  statute  of  frauds 
says  merely,  that  a  promise  to  pay  the  debt  of  another  shall 
[  *  418  ]  not  be  valid,  ^'unless  in  writing.  The  statute  has  no  applica- 
tion to  a  writing  under  seal. 

Per  Curiam,  The  promise  to  pay,  in  this  case,  was  in  writ- 
ing and  under  seal,  and  is  not,  therefore,  within  the  statute  of 
frauds,  nor  any  decision  under  it.  The  covenant,  of  itself,  con- 
clusively imports  a  consideration,  so  that  it  is  not  necessary 
that  it  should  be  set  forth  in  the  deed.  The  plaintiff  b  en- 
titled to  judgment,  but  the  defendant  has  leave  to  withdraw 
his  demurrer,  on  payment  of  costs. 

Judgment  for  the  plaintiff. 


Where  G.,  by 
writini^  under 
hU  hand  and 
seal,  gave  to 
H.  the  privilege, 
during  pleasure, 
to  occupy  a 
certain  piece  of 
land,  and  H. 
afterwards  sold 
the  land  to  C, 
it  was  held,  that 
the  instrument 
given  by  G.  was 
a  mere  license 
or  persona] 
privflege  to  oc- 
cupy, which 
was  determined 
as  soon  as  H. 

[•419] 

undertook      to 
convey        the 


Jackson,  ex  dem.  Hull,  against  Babcock. 

THIS  was  an  action  of  yectment,  brought  to  recover  lands, 
which  include  the  Mineral  iS;^ng,  in  the  village  of  New-Leba- 
non,  in  the  county  of  Columbia,  in  the  possession  o(  the  defend- 
ant.    The  cause  was  tried  at  the  Columbia  circuit,  in  October, 
1808.     On  the  trial  it  was  admitted  by  both  parties,  bs  foUows: 
That  prior  to  the  year  1760,  and  from  that  time  down  to  the 
19th  December,  1778,   Charles  Goodrich  held  the    premises, 
claiming  in  his  oWn  right ;  that  on  the  19th  December,  1778, 
James  Hitchcock,  an  invalid,  and  a  poor  man,  came  to  the 
Springs  for  the  purpose  of  using  the  water ;  on  application  to 
Goodrich,  he  obtained  from  him  the  following  instroment  in 
writing,  to  wit:  "Taking  into  consideration  the  advantage  the 
pool  may  prove  to  the  public  good  of  mankind,  and  the  conve- 
niency  of  more  buildinss  on  the  premises,  for  Uieir  comfort,  as 
well  as  out  of  benevolence  ^o  Mr.  James  Hitchcock,  whose 
circumstances  and  character  render  it  necessary,  and  his  own 
and  the  public  advantage :  wherefore  I  do  giver  the  privilege, 
and  secure  by  this  lease  unto  the  said  James,  during  his  pleas- 
ure, unmolested,  the  privilege  of  building  over,  or  near  the 
said  pool,  on  the  sequestered  lands,  on  that  land  reserved  adia- 
cent  to  the  said  pool,  which  is  reserved  for  the  advantage  me 
public  may  have  of  the  said  pool,  in  Hancock :  and  that  the 
said  James  shall  have  the  privilege  of  building  as  aforesaid, 
thereon,  fi'ee  from  molestation,  disturbancei  injury,  or  removal, 
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[*4ao] 


fifom,  or  under  me,  for  him  the  said  James  to  inhabit,  occupy,     ALBANY, 
peaceably,  and  quietly  possess  the  premises  aforesaid,  during   ^^f^*^f  '*®- 
his  necessity  or  pleasure.     Provided,  nevertheless,  Uie  said 
James  shall  not  thereby  molest,  or  discommode  the  public  good, 
or  encroach,  or  impede  the  public  privileges,  contrary  to  the 
design  hereof 

''FUtsJield,  19^h  December,  1778. 

Cha&les  Goodrich,"  l.  s. 

lEtchcocky  some  time  after,  built  a  small  house,  near  the  pool, 
and  took  possession  of  a  small  piece  of  land,  for  a  garden ;  con- 
tinuing an  invalid,  he  lived  in  possession  of  the  house,  under 
Goodrich^  and  his  assigns,  to  the  25th  July,  1795,  when  Hitch- 
cock executed  to  Andrew  Cragie,  a  conveyance,  without  cove- 
nants, or  warranty,  of  all  his  right  to  the  house  and  land,  so 
possessed  by  him,  lying  around  the  pool,  being  the  premises  in 
question ;  and  on  the  same  day  delivered  to  Cragie  the  pos- 
session according  to,  and  under  the  same  conveyance.  The 
d^endant  then  hired  the  same  premises  of  Cragie^  and  has  con- 
tinued to  hold  them  of  Cragie,  to  this  time,  and  has  erected 
additional  buildings  thereon. 

•On  the  18th  January,  1790,  Goodrich,  in  due  form  of  law, 
conveyed  the  same  premises  to  William  Nichols,  without  re- 
serving any  right  in  the  premises,  either  to  himself,  Hitchcock, 
or  any  other  person. 

By  mesne  conveyances,  the  lessor  of  the  plaintiff  became  pos- 
sessed of  all  the  ri^ht  and  title  to  the  premises  which  were  ever 
vested  in  Goodrich  or  Nichols. 

Notice  to  (\\nt  had  been  repeatedly  given ;  but  the  defendant 
and  his  landlord  always  denied  the  title  of  the  lessor  of  the 
plaintiff,  claiming  title  in  himself,  by  virtue  of  the  deed  from 
Hitchcock,  who  is  still  living,  and  now  resides  with  the  lessor 
of  the  plaintiff. 

A  verdict  was  entered  for  the  plaintiff,  by  consent ;  subject 
to  the  opinion  of  the  court,  upon  the  foregoing  case. 

K  Williams,  ix  the  plaintiff,  was  stopped  by  the  court. 

Van  Vechten,  contra. 

Per  Curiam.  The  instrument  of  writing,  given  by  Goodrich 
to  Hitchcock,  was  a  mere  license,  or  personal  privilege  to  in- 
kabit;  it  conveyed  no  title  to  the  premises.  As  soon  as  Hitch- 
cock sold  the  premises  to  Cragie,  it  put  an  end  to  the  privi- 
lege granted  by  Goodrich.  The  plaintiff  is  clearly  entitled  to 
'ecover. 


Judgment  for  the  plaintiff. 
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ALBANY, 

August,  18011. 

UoM>Elf 
V. 

Dakin. 


*HoLDEN  against  Dakin. 


A.  sold  to  B.      IN  ERROR  on  certiorari^  from  a  justice's  court. 

paints  for  good 

md^idte  w!  Dakin  sued  Holden,  before  a  justice,  and  declared  that  he, 
*"-^  fT  *  /""  Dakin,  purchased  two  kegs  of  paint,  for  Spanish  brovm^  of  56 
proved  t^'be  pouuds  cach,  at  9d.  per  pound,  and  two  kegs  of  white  lead,oi 
bed,  aiid  of  no  33  pounds  cach,  at  Is.  Id.  per  pound,  which  paints  were  adul- 
beid,^'that  there  terated,  and  of  an  inferior  quality,  and  in  fact  were  not  Spafh 
was    no  war-  f^^  brown  or  white  lead,  nor  good  for  any  thins.     The  defend- 

ranty     »n     this         .      ,       ,     ,        ^        .,      '  ®  -^  '^ 

ease ;  and  to  ant  pleaded  not  guilty. 

make  A.iiabi^  Upon  the  trial,  the  defendant  acknowledged  the  sale  of  the 
either  "w*  ex-  paints.  The  plaintiff  proved  that  the  Spanish  brown  so 
P'«8»  J*/"?"'^  bought,  was  of  a  very  inferior  quality,  and  much  adulterated, 
and  that  the  white  lead  was  also  much  adulterated,  though  not 
so  bad  as  the  other.  He  bought  the  paints  of  a  clerk  of  the 
defendant,  at  his  store,  who  sold  them  for  good  paints,  bat  the 
kegs  had  never  been  opened,  since  they  were  purchased  at 
New-  York,  by  the  defendant. 

'  The  justice  gave  judgment  for  the  plaintiff,  on  the  groiind 
that  the  Spanish  brown  was  of  little  or  no  value ;  and  that  the 
selling  it  for  ffood  paint,  and  for  the  usual  cash  price  of  the 
best  Spanish  brown,  was  a  sufficient  warranty. 

Per  Curiam.  Here  was  no  express  warranty,  as  to  the 
quality  of  the  paints.  All  that  was  proved  upon  the  trial 
was,  that  the  clerk  of  the  vendor  sold  the  paints  for  good 
paints,  and  at  a  fair  price ;  but  this  was  not  sufficient  to  raise 
a  warranty.  This  point  has  been  frequently  determined.  (2 
Caines,  48.  1  John^.  Rep.  96.  129.  274.)  If  a  warranty  was 
[*422]  to  be  inferred  from  these  *circumstances,  then,  as  the  court 
observed,  in  Snell  v.  Moses,  (1  Johns.  Rep.  96.)  a  warranty 
would  be  universal,  upon  every  bona  fide  sale>  at  the  usual 
price,  unless  there  was  a  stipulation  to  the  contrary.  There 
was  no  pretence  in  this  case,  that  the  vendor  knew  that  the 
paints  were  of  an  inferior  quality. 

Judgment  reversed. 

{a)  ameUy.ColgaU,ftOJolm$.R^  l$S,mikAlimeumitm6ktA.  See  TVmpMi 
y.  A9hUm,  14  Jcftm.  Rep.  S16. 
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Simpson  agaUM  Patten. 
IN  EKROR  on  certiararif  from  a  justice's  court  A  wnmin  id 

Pattefiy  the  defendant  in  enpr,  sued  Simpsatij  the  plaintiff  tkMuiiiiMdsM 
in  error,  in  the  court  below,  on  a  promise,  that  if  he,  Patten^  l^^^ 
would  forbear  to  sue  one  /.  &,  the  present  plaintiff  in  error  beiawiit^. 
would  pay  the  defendant  in  error  the  amount  of  the  note  of 
J.  &  to  the  defendant  in  error,  which  was  then  due,  as  soon 
as  he  could  sell  an  acre  of  land,  belonging  to  the  said  /.  5., 
which  he  was  authorized  to  sell;  and  the  plaintiff  averred 
that  Simmon  did  sell  the  acre  of  land,  for  the  sum  of  50 
dollars,  <£c. 

The  defendant  in  error  offered  to  prove  the  promise,  as 
stated ;  but  the  plaintiff  in  error  insisted  that  there  ought  to 
be  some  note,  or  memorandum  in  writinff  of  the  promise, 
otherwise  the  plaintiff  could  not  recover ;  but  the  justice  ad- 
mitted evidence  of  the  verbal  promise,  and  gave  judgment  for 
the  plaintiff. 

Shepherd^  for  the  plaintiff  in  error. 

Van  Vechteny  contra,  cited  EUing  v.  Vanderlyn,  (ante,  p. 
237.) 

^Per  Ouriatn.     A  promise  to  pay  the  debt  of  a  third  person      [•  423  J 
most  be  in  writing,  (a)  notwithstanding  it  is  made  on  a  suf- 
ficient consideration.    (2  Sir.  873.     2  Term  Rev.  80.     2  fVih. 
94.     1  Sawid.  211.    n.  2.)    The  judgment  oelow  must  be 
reversed. 

Judgment  reversed. 

(•)  2  JtM.  AiK.  135. 
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Nichols  against  Hewit. 
IN  ERROR  on  certiorariy  from  a  justice's  court. 

A  confession  of 

befor  a  certain      After  the  parties  had  appeared  in  the  suit  below,  and  were 

^.  ia)^^^A  '^ady  to  proceed  to  trial,  they  agreed  to  submit  the  cause  to 

judnneBt  enter-  the  arbitrament  of  the  justice  and  another  person ;  and  that 

M  iL^iS^^  ^®*^  award  should  be  final  and  conclusive,  and  that  the  justice 

sion  of  a  panx,  should  enter  a  judgment  for  the  sum  awarded. 

AfaSdBfZJw      After  the  arbitrators  had  agreed  on  the  balance  due  to  Heivit, 

award,   before  of  1 1  cents,  but  before  the  same  was  made  known,  the  justice 

^larS^baS!  ^^ked  the   parties,  whether  a  judgment  should  be   entered, 

agreeably  to  the  award,  to  which  they  agreed,  and  the  justice 

thereupon  entered  a  judgment  for  the  sum  of  11  cents,  in 

favor  of  Hewity  and  for  the  costs. 

Shepherd^  for  the  plaintiff  in  error. 

Crary,  contra. 

Per  Curiam.  The  defendant  below  confessed  judgment  for 
the  amount  of  an  award,  before  it  was  published ;  and  theo 
[  ♦  424  ]  the  justice  declared  it  to  be  in  favor  of  the  *defendant  in  error, 
for  1 1  cents,  and  entered  judgment  accordingly.  A  confession 
of  judgment  ought  to  be  for  a  certain  and  specified  sum.  The 
justice  had  no  power  to  enter  judgment,  on  .a  cognovit  for  an 
uncertain  and  unliquidated  amount.  The  judgment  must  be 
reversed. 

Judgment  reversed. 

(a)  See  lAvingston  v.  M^Mayf  16  Jcknt,  Rep.  165. 


The  People  against  Parker. 

rhebreakuig  IHE  defendant  was  convicted,  at  the  last  Oyer  and  TtTm- 
^t  Ume  of  »»c^>  in  the  county  of  Washington,  of  a  burglary.  Judgment 
a  store,  at  t^  was  respited,  in  order  to  take  the  opinion  of  this  court,  wheth- 
fort"*from    a  er  the  case  amounted  to  burglary. 

dwelling-bouse,      The  facts  Were  these :  The  prisoner  broke  open  a  store,  be- 

^^^ShTtrby  longing  to  Halsey  Rogers,  in  the  night  time.     The  store  was 

any  fence  or  ^t  the  distance  of  twenty  feet   from  the   dwelling-house  of 

^tnu-^ry!^*^^  Roger^y  and  no  person  slept  in  the  store.     The  house  and  store 

both  stood  on  the  same  lot,  and  on  the  same  line,  fronting  on 

the  public  highway.    There  was  no  fence  between  the  house 

and  store,  nor  any  enclosure  around  them,  but  both  of  theiUi 
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and  the  lot  of  erouod  on  which  they  stood,  were  open  to  the     albant. 

street-  August,  iscA. 

Per  Curiam.  The  store  was  not  within  the  curtelage^  as 
there  was  no  fence  or  yard,  enclosing  the  dwelUng-house  and 
store,  so  as  to  bring  them  within  one  enclosure.  This  brings 
the  case  within  that  of  the  King  v.  Garland,  {Leach,  I30.)  and 
distinguishes  it  from  Gibson's  case,  {Leachf  287.)  The  prison- 
er must  be  discharged. 

Prisoner  discharged. 


*Shumway  against  Fowler.  [  *  425  ] 

THIS  was  an  -action  of  trespass  on  the  case  for  debauching  n,,{^*^J^" 
tice  plaintiff's  daughter.  The  cause  was  tried  at  the  Washing-  ^  tbe^^ov* 
ton  circuit,  and  a  verdict  found  for  the  plaintiff,  for  1,025  dol-  5^5**/°®^^^^ 
lars.  The  plaintiff 's  daughter  was  a  witness  on  the  part  of  would  meraiy 
the  plaintiff,  at  the  trial.  ^S^r  of*^ 

witness   at  the 

Z.  R.  Shepherd,  for  the  defendant,  now  moved  to  set  aside  {^^  "*J[ffid**"^ 
the  verdict,  and  for  a  new  trial,  on  the  ground  of  newly-dis-  states  only,  that 
covered  evidence.-  He  read  affidavits  stating  that,  since  the  J^JJ^"  ^^ 
trial,  the  defendant  hrfd  discovered  a  materia  witness,  one  A.  what  he  wo 
B.,  who  told  the  defendant's  attorney,  that,  before  the  connec-  ■■y-  (*^ 
tion  between  the  defendant  and  the  plaintiff's  daughter,  he, 
the  said  A.  B,,  had  criminal  connection  with  her,  and  also  in- 
formed him,  that  another  young  man  had  told  him,  that  he  had 
previously  had  connection  with  the  plaintiff's  daughter ;  and 
that  the  defendant  also  expected  to  prove  the  same  thing  to 
have  taken  place  between  her  and  another  person. 

Foot,  for  the  plaintiff. 

Shepherd,  contra. 

Per  Curiam.  A  new  trial  is  not  to  be  granted,  merely  on 
the  discovery  of  new  evidence,  which  would  impeach  the  char^ 
acter  of  a  witness  at  the  trial.  There  would  be  no  end  of 
new  trials  on  that  ground.  ^2  SaUc.  653.  12  Mod.  584.  Say- 
er,  27.     3  Johns,  nep.  255.)  (6)     The  newly  discovered  evi- 

(a)  8ar/^eiU  v.  — ,  6  Cow,  Rep.  123. 

{b)  It  is  incumbent  on  the  party  who  applies  for  a  new  trial,  oh  the  ground 
of  newly-diacovered  eyidence,  to  aatisfy  the  court,  1ft  that  the  eTidenoe  haa 
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ALBAPfr.    dence  is  to  impeach  the  character  of  the  daughter,  who  wa«  a 
August,  1809    witness  at  the  trial.     There  is  another  objection  to  the  affidavit 
in  this  case.     It  states  merely,  ihat  the  persons  mentioned,  had 
told  the  party  what  they  could  say.     There  can  be  no  reliance 
r*4261       ^^  ^^^^  ^declarations  ;  nor  could  the  persons,  at  the  trial,  be 
^  ■"       obliged  to  answer  whether  they  ever  had  such  criminal  con- 

nection with  the  daughter.     The  motion  must  be  denied. 

Rule  refused. 

come  to  his  knowled^  since  the  trial ;  2d.  that  it  was  not  owing  to  want  of 
due  diligence,  that  it  did  not  come  sooner ;  and,  3d.  that  it  would  probably 
produce  a  different  verdict,  if  a  new  trial  were  granted.  Moore  v.  The  PkH^ 
detjphia  Bank,  5  Serg.  ^  Rawle,  41.  See  StoMridge  7.  Stockbridge,  13  Mass.  Rep, 
302.  Bond  v.  Cuder,  7  Mass.  Hep,  296.  Kmrn  v.  IVork,  Auber  v.  EaUr,  2  Bum. 
Rep.  582.  TurvJniU  v.  O'Hara,  4  Yeaies's  Rejf.  446.  So  a  new  trial  wiU  be 
granted,  if  a  party  be  surprised  by  an  allegation  of  payment  sworn  to  by  wit- 
nesses, who,  there  was  reason  to  suppose,  had  been  tampered  with,  or  prsc- 
tised  upon.  Peterson  v.  Barry,  4  Binn.  Rep.  481.  But  it  will  not  be  granted 
for  the  purpose  of  giving  a  party  an  opportunity  of  discrediting  a  witness  pro- 
duced  against  him,  if  it  appear  that  he  was  not  surprised  by  the  testimony  of 
the  witness  at  the  trial.  Keeju  v.  Sprague,  Haskell  v.  Beckett,  3  Oreenl.  Rep.  77. 
92.  Commonwealth  v.  Waite,  Hammond  v.  Wadkams,  5  Mass.  Rep.  261.  353. 
See  also  /)ea4Mm  v.  AlUn,  1  South,  Rep.  33a  Si^eppard  v.  Sfts^Mri,  5  Haltt,  74. 
Arthur  v.  Chavis,  6  Rand.  Rep,  142. 


BuNN  against  Riker  ' 

At  common      THIS  cause  came  before  the  court  on  a  writ  of  error,  from 
for'a^^sfferlui  the  Common  Pleas  of  the  city  o{  New-York. 

matntainwic ; 

which  u  arainst  Riktr^  the  defendant  in  error,  brought  an  action  of  assvmjh' 
the  principles  of  ,f^^  againflt  -Bwnii,  the  plaintiff  in  error,  in  the  court  below. 
v^d,  £!d"^can!  The  declaration  contained  three  counts.  The  first  count  was 
2?^)"^**^®'"  on  the  following  receipt,  or  memorandum,  in  writing: — 

"  NeW'Tork,  30th  April,  1807. 
*  Received  of  Joseph  Graham  and  Samuel  Riker,  jun.  100 
dollars  each ;  which  sums  I  promise  to  pay  to  Mr.  Graham,  in 
case  Morgan  Letois  shall  be  re-elected  governor  of  this  state, 
or  to  Mr.  Riker,  in  case  Daniel  D,  Tompkins  shall  be  elected 
to  the  said  office,  at  the  said  election. 

"  John  Bijnn." 

The  plaintiff  averred,  that  the  said  D.   D,  Tompkins  wai 

{a)  Burch  v.  KeeUr,  6  Wend,  Rep.  200.    BuH  v.  Gott,  9  Cow.  Rep.  169.  nnd  J? 
note  ai  page  t75. 
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elected  ^verBor  of  this  state,  at  the  said  election,  by  reasoo     ALBANY, 
whereof,  &c.  the  defendant  became  liable,  &c.  and  being  so  y^^\}^^ 
liable,  in  consideration  thereof,  assumed  to  pay,  &c.     The        suaa 
second  count  was  for  money  had  and  received  to  the  use  of 
the  plaintiff.     The  third  count  was  on  an  insimul  computasset 

*At  the  trial  of  the  cause,  a  bill  of  exceptions  was  tendered,  [  •  427  I 
which  stated,  that  the  plaintiff  gave  in  evidence  the  receipt 
above-mentioned.  A  witness  then  proved,  that  after  the  gen- 
eral election  for  a  governor  was  closed,  he  called  on  Bvnn  with 
the  receipt,  and  demanded  payment  of  the  200  dollars ;  who 
answered,  that  Graham  had  not  yet  paid  him  the  sum,  men- 
tioned in  the  receipt ;  but  that  he  would  soon  see  Graham, 
and  whether  he  obtained  the  money  of  him,  or  not,  he  would 
pay  the  sums  mentioned  in  the  receipt,  to  the  defendant  in 
error. 

Jo  An  Woodworth,  the  late  attorney-general,  who  was  also 
examined  as  a  witness,  testified,  that  he  was  ope  of  the  can- 
Tassers  of  the  votes  for  the  governor,  given  at  the  late  election ; 
and  that  the  proceedings  of  the  canvassers,  and  the  result  of 
the  said  election  and  canvass,  were  duly  entered  in  a  book,  in 
the  office  of  the  secretary  of  state,  in  the  manner  prescribed 
by  law;  that,  as  appeared  by  the  said  canvass,  Daniel D.  Tomp- 
kins was  elected  governor  of  the  state  of  JVcu^- Fori,  at  the  last 
election  ;  and  that  the  returns  of  the  votes  given  at  the  said 
election  were  destroyed. 

The  counsel  for  the  plaintiff  in  error  objected  to  this  testi- 
mony, so  far  as  related  to  the  result  of  the  election  or  canvass; 
but  th«  same  was,  notwithstanding,  admitted  by  the  court  below. 
-  It  appeared  also,  that  both  Graham  and  Riker  were  electors, 
qualified  to  vote  for  governor,  and  that  Riker  had  voted  on  the 
day  preceding  the  giving  of  the  receipt  by  Burm.  Graham 
resided  in  the  middle  district,  out  of  the  southern  district,  in 
which  the  other  party  resided. 

Jam£s  Cheetham,  who  was  a  printer  to  the  state,  was  also 
produced  as  a  witness,  and  testified,  that  the  certificate  of  the 
canvass  of  the  last  election  was  pubUshed  in  a  certain  news- 
paper, called  the  Albany  Register^  *printed  at  Albany ;  and  [  *  498  J 
that  he  was  instructed,  by  a  note  from  the  canvassers,  to  copy 
this  certificate  from  that  paper,  into  his  own  paper,  printed  in 
the  city  of  NeW'Yorky  which  he  accordingly  did.  He  pro- 
duced one  of  his  papers  containing  the  same  certificate,  which 
declared  that  Daniel  D.  Tompkins  had  been  elected  governor 
of  this  state,  at  the  said  election. 

This  testimony  was  also  objected  to  by  the  counsel  of  the 
plaintiff  in  error,  but  admitted  oy  the  court  below.  The  coun- 
sel for  the  plaintiff  below  then  produced  a  commission  to  John 
Parkesy  a  notary  public,  under  the  great  seal  of  the  state  of 
Neto^Tork,  tested  in  the  name  of  Daniel  D.  Tompkinsy  as 
governor,  and  signed  by  him ;  and  also  a  supersedeas  to  the 
assistant  justices  of  the  peace,  in  the  city  of  iVeu^-ybr^,  sealed, 
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ALBArnr,    tested  and  signed  in  the  same  manner,  both  of  then 
August,  1809.  the  1st  Ju/y,  1807 ;  these  papers  were  objected  to, 


them"  dated  on 
,  but  admit- 
ted by  the  court. 

V.  The  counsel  for  the  plaintiff  below  then  insisted,  that  the 

***'      said  election  was  a  matter  of  public  notoriety,  which  the  court 

and  jury  were  -bound  to  take  notice  of;  this  was  denied  and 

objected  to  by  the  counsel  on  the  other  side ;  but  was  allowed 

by  the  court  to  be  sufficient  evidence. 

Hopkins^  for  the  plaintiff  in  error.  1.  The  first  and  most 
important  question,  arising  on  the  assignment  of  errors,  in  this 
cause,  is  whether  the  plaintiff  can  sustain  an  action  for  the 
wager;  or  whether  this  court  will  sit  to  decide  on  every  idle  bet 
between  parties,  which  can  have  no  relation  to  the  administra- 
tion of  justice  ;  above  all,  in  a  case  of  a  wager  between  quali- 
fied electors,  pending  an  election. 

In  the  case«of  Alien  v.  Hearne,  (1  Term  Rep.  56.)  the  Court 
of  K.  B.,  in  England,  decided  that  a  wager,  between  two  voters, 
*429]      *with  respect  to  the  event  of  an  election  of  a  member  for  par- 
liament, before  the  poU  began,  was  illegal. 

Wagers  of  this  nature  are  against  morality  and  sound  policy; 
-and  if  they  have  not  been  countenanced  by  the  courts  of  Great 
Britain,  there  are  stronger  reasons  for  not  allowing  them  in 
this  country,  where  elections  are  more  frequent  and  more  firee; 
and  where  every  means  ought,  therefore,  to  be  used,  to  main- 
tain them  pure.  Such  wagers  operate  as  a  bribe,  and  influence 
the  party,  by  the  strongest  motives  of  pecuniary  interest,  not 
only  to  vote  for  the  particular  candidate,  but  to  endeavor  to 
influence  others  to  vote  for  the  same  person ;  all  freedom  of 
choice,  or  of  action,  is  destroyed.  The  evils  of  party  spirit 
will  be  greatly  increased,  if,  in  actions  on  wagers,  the  question 
is  to  be  investigated,  and  decided  in  this  court,  whether  a  per- 
son, declared  by  the  canvassers  to  be  elected,  has  been  duly 
elected,  or  whether  there  is  a  governor  rfe^Mre,  or  de  facto;  for 
although  the  certificate  of  the  canvassers  is  conclusive  as  to 
the  person  who  is  to  act  as  governor,  it  is  only  prima  facie 
evidence,  in  an  action  of  this  kind,  and  the  party  may  go  into 
evidence,  to  show  that  the  canvass  was  not  correct,  or  was 
illegal.  Canvassers  may  corruptly  declare  a  person  to  have 
been  elected  as  governor,  who  has  not  been,  in  truth,  duly 
elected.  Thus  a  wide  field  of  litigation  may  be  opened ;  a 
jury  may  find,  that  the  governor  elect,  or  de  facto j  has  not 
been  duly  or  legally  elected,  but  that  another  person  is  the 
legal  governor,  by  a  majority  of  the  votes  of  the  electors ;  and 
great  discontents  may  be  created,  and  disturbances  raised 
among  the  people.  Indeed  the  evils  which  may  arise  fi'om  * 
countenancing  actions  for  such  wagers,  are  too  obvious  to 
escape  the  attention  of  the  court. 

But  I  put  the  broad  question,  Will  this  court  support  actions 
for  wagers  of  any  description  ?  (2  Mass.  Rep.  5.  jimory  v,  C?it 
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man.)    I  place  out  *of  view,  as  standing- on  a  totally  different     Albany^ 
ground,  those  fictitious  wagers,  or  feigned  issues,  devised  for   '^'**^'  *™- 
the  more  perfect  administration  of  justice ;  where  the  object  is 
not  to  recover  any  wacer,  but  to  ascertain  the  truth  of  &cts,  in 
controversy  between  me  parties. 

The  English  courts  have,  in  some  instances,  allowed  actions 
for  wagers  ;  yet  several  of  their  most  enlightened  judges  have 
been  of  opinion,  that  it  would  have  been  better  for  the  pubUc, 
if  the  courts  had  originally  determined,  that  no  action,  to  en- 
force the  payment  of  a  wager,  should  be  permitted ;  and  that 
in  no  case  ought  it  to  be  permitted,  where  it  would  be  contrary 
to  the  principles  o{  morality  or  sound  policy.  (Cases  ten^. 
Ilardw.  239.  Ck>top.  729.  2  Term  Rep.  615.  3  Term  Rep.  697. 
704.  2Jr.BZ.44.) 

In  Atherfold  v.  Beard,  (2  Term  Rep.  610.  Comh.  425.)  the 
court  refused  to  support  an  action  for  an  idle  wager,  which 
might  draw  into  discussion  a  matter  of  public  interest  and  im- 
portance ;  as  a  wager  respecting  the  future  amount  of  a  branch 
of  the  public  revenue.  Buttery  J.,  considered  Lord  Mansfield 
as  being  of  opinion,  that  any  wager,  as  to  a  public  event,  would 
be  void.  And  the  same  learned  judge,  in  the  case  of  Good  v. 
Elliott,  (3  Term  Rep,  693.  Coup.  735.)  though  he  admitted 
and  regretted,  that  actions  for  wagers  had  been,  in  some  cases, 
permitted,  was  of  opinion,  that  no  actioa  could  be  maintained 
for  a  wager,  concerning  the  private  transactions  or  interests  of 
a  third  person. 

There  does  not  appear  to  have  been  any  decision  in  JEiig'- 
land,  before  the  year  1776,  that  a  mere  idle  bet,  or  wager,  could 
be  recovered  in  a  court  of  law.  This  court  are  not,  therefore, 
tied  down  by  any  authority ;  and  it  would  be  a  matter  of  regret, 
if  they  were  bound  to  follow  precedent,  in  this  case,  against 
principle. 

Again,  this  wager  is  illegal  and  void,  under  ''the  act  to  pre- 
vent horse-racing,  and  for  other  purposes."  The  5th  section 
of  that  act  declares,  ''  that  all  and  every  contract  for  or  on 
account  of  any  gaming,  by  lot  or  chance,  of  any  kind,  or  under 
tftny  description  whatever,  *shall  be  deemed  and  adjudged  void  [  ^431  ] 
in  law."  (1  Rev.  Stat.  662.)  A  wager  or  bet  is  gaming.  A 
bet,  on  the  throw  of  ibl  gamester,  is  as  much  gaming  as  to  throw 
the  die.  Who  is  to  be  elected  governor,  is  a  matter  of  chance; 
it  is  gaming  by  lot  or  chance,  or  playing  for  money,  that  the 
statute  is  intended  to  prevent. 

2.  The  first  count  in  the  declaration  in  this  case  is  bad.  It 
18  on  the  paper,  or  memorandum,  as  a  specialty,  or  as  if  it  were 
a  promissory  note.  A  writing  not  sealed  is  a  parol  agreement. 
The  writing  may  be  evidence ;  but  in  a  declaration  you  must 
aver  the  &ct,  not  state  the  evidence.  Again,  there  is  no  aver- 
ment, that  the  money  was  ever  deposited  in  the  hands  of  the 
defendant  There  is  no  ground  or  consideration  for  a  promise, 
or  liability  on  the  part  of  the  defendant 

851 


Digitized  by 


Google 


43i 


CASES  IN  THE  SUPREME  COURT 


ALBAirr 
August,  1809. 


[•432] 


An  action  of  indthkatus  atsumpnt  will  not  lie  for  a  wager, 
or  money  won  at  play.  (3  SaUc,  14.  1  Ld.  Raym,  69.  Cartk 
338.) 

3.  The  evidence  given  in  the  cause  below,  was  inadmissible, 
and  ought  to  have  been  rejected.  Mr.  Woodtoorth,  one  of  the 
canvassers,  testified,  that  the  canvass,  or  result  of  the  election, 
was  in  writing,  and  filed  in  the  office  of  the  secretary  of  state. 
There  was,  then,  a  higher  species  of  evidence,  which  ought  to 
have  been  produced.  But  the  testimony  of  this  witness  a 
mere  parol  evidence  of  a  matter  of  record.  The  same  objec- 
tion may  be  made  to  the  paper  printed  by  Mr.  Cheettiam,  for  it 
is  not  the  highest  evidence,  to  wit,  the  record  of  the  canvass, 
in  the  secretary's  office. 

Again,  the  court  below  decided,  that  the  result  of  the  elec- 
tion was  a  matter  of  public  notoriety,  of  which  all  the  world 
was  bound  to  take  notice  ;  but  when,  and  how  is  this  to  be  a 
matter  of  such  public  notoriety,  as  to  be  evidence  to  all  the 
world  ?  There  may  be  a  great  division  of  public  opinion,  on 
this  subject,  between  the  two  great  political  parties. 

♦ii.  jRiArcr,  contra.  Whether  an  action  for  a  wager  can  be 
maintained  in  any  case,  is  a  question  not  necessary  now  to  be 
discussed,  since  such  actions  have  been  sanctioned  by  a  series 
of  decisions,  in  the  English  courts,  fi-om  the  reign  of  Charles  II. 
to  the  present  time.  The  case  oi  Andrews  v.  Heame  (1  Lev, 
33.  S.  C.  1  Keb,  56.  65.)  was  an  action  of  assumpsit  for  a 
wager,  whether  Charles  II.  would  be  king  of  England^  vfithm 
twelve  months.  No  objection  was  made  against  the  action  in 
that  case.  And  Jones  v.  Randall^  [Cowp.  37.)  decided  in  the 
year  1774,  was  an  action  sustained  in  the  Court  of  K.  B.  for  a 
wager,  whether  a  decree  of  the  Court  of  Chancery  would  be 
reversed  in  the  house  of  lords.  Lord  Mansfield,  and  the  rest 
of  the  court,  were  clearly  of  opinion  that  such  an  action  would 
lie,  unless  it  was  against  good  morals,  or  sound  policy.  In  the 
case  of  the  Earl  of  March  v.  Pigot,  (5  Burr.  2802.)  the  parties 
bet  on  the  lives  of  their  res]>ective  fathers,  yet  no  objection  was 
made  to  the  action.  In  the  case  of  Good  v.  Elliott^  Grose,  h, 
said,  that  actions  for  wagers  had  been  innumerable,  and  thU 
what  Lord  Mansfield  said,  in  Da  Costa  v.  Jones,  (Cotcp.  729.) 
was  decisive,  that  wagers  were  not  void,  quia  wagers ;  Adir 
hurst,  J.,  and  Lord  Kenyon  were  of  the  same  opinion.  The 
rule,  as  resulting  from  all  the  decisions,  seems  to  be,  that  a 
wager  is  good,  and  recoverable,  unless,  by  injuring  a  third  per- 
son, it  may  disturb  the  peace  of  society,  or  militates  agiunst 
the  morality  or  sound  policy  of  the  country. 

In  the  case  of  Allen  v.  Heame,  (1  Term  Rep,  56.)  the  bet 
was  laid  before  the  poll  had  opened.  In  the  present  case, 
Riker  had  voted,  and  Graham  could  not  vote  out  of  his  dis- 
trict 

But  even  admitting  the  contract  to  be  illegal,  this  ill^^ali^ 
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cinnot  be  set  up  by  the  defendant,  who  is  a  mere  stake-holder 
or  receiver  of  money  to  the  use  of  the  plaintiff.  (1  Bos.  and 
Pull  3.  5  Term  Rev.  405.  7  Term  Rep.  535.  8  Term  Rep. 
575.) 

2.  The  declaration  states  the  facts  as  they  existed.  It  sets 
forth  the  receipt.  In  a  declaration  on  a  policy  of  ^insurance, 
which  is  an  unsealed  instrument,  it  is  the  invariable  practice 
to  set  forth  the  poUcy  and  aver  the  loss,  and  that,  by  reason 
thereof,  the  defendant  became  liable.  So  you  may  declare  on 
a  promissory  note  not  n^otiable  under  the  statute. 

3.  The  act  jfor  regulating  elections  (24  Sess.  c.  61.  s.  9.  11. 
First  volume  Revised  StattUeSy  page  142.)  makes  it  the  duty 
of  the  secretary  of  state^  in  conjunction  with  the  comptroller 
and  treasurer,  to  ascertain  the  result  of  the  election,  after  the 
transcripts  of  the  poll-books  are  returned  by  the  clerks  of  the 
several  towns  and  counties.  And  they  are  directed,  without 
delay,  to  make  out  a  certificate  of  their  determination,  to  be 
entered  in  a  book  in  the  secretary's  office,  and  to  cause  it  to 
be  published  in  one  or  more  of  the  pubUc  papers,  printed  in 
each  of  the  great  senatoi'ial  districts.  The  printer  in  the 
soathern  district,  who  was  a  witness  in  the  court  below,  testi- 
fied, that  he  published  this  certificate,  by  direction  of  the  can- 
vassers. This  may  be  considered  as  an  Act  of  StcUe,  of  which 
the  state  eazette  is  sufficient  evidence.  In  the  case  of  the 
Kin^  V.  Hoft,  (5  Term  Rep.  436.  Pedke's  Law  Ev.  80,  81. 
4  Mawk.  P.  C.  430.)  it  was  decided,  that  the  gazette  was  evi- 
dence of  the  king's  proclamation,  and  of  an  address  to  the  ^ing, 
or  of  articles  of  war.  On  an  indictment  for  adhering  to  the 
enemies  of  the  king,  public  notoriety  is  sufficient  evidence  to 
a  jury  of  the  fact,  whether  there  was  war  or  not.  (Foster^  Disc. 
1.  c.  2.  s.  12.)  So  on  an  indictment  for  the  murder  of  a  con- 
stable, or  other  public  officer,  proof  that  he  was,  infacty  such 
officer,  is  sufficient,  without  producing  his  conunission. 

~  In  the  Circuit  Court  of  the  United  States,  the  exequatur  of  a 
British  consul  has  been  admitted,  as  evidence  of  the  fact  that 
be  was  consul. 


ALBANY, 

August,  1809. 


Hopkins,  in  reply.  The  defendant,  being  a  stake-holder, 
stands  in  the  place  of  the  parties ;  and  may  make  the  same 
defence  as  Graham  himself  could  have  done,  had  the  plaintifi 
brought  his  action  against  him.  Until  *the  money  is  paid  ovei, 
either  party  may  bring  an  action  against  the  stake-holder,  to 
recover  the  money  deposited ;  (5  Term  Rep.  405.)  and  he  is 
subject  to  the  same  obligations,  and  entitled  to  the  same  de- 
fences, as  the  parties  themselves.  [Ecans^s  Es.  63.) 

PubUc  notoriety  cannot  be  sufficient  evidence  of  the  person 
who  is  governor.  There  may  be  a  governor  de  facto,  and  a 
governor  de  jure.  The  certificate  of  the  canvassers  is  the 
proper  and  indispensable  evidence  of  the  person  elected.  The 
ea^equatur  of  a  consul  is  the  best  evidence,  because  it  is  issued 
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by .  the  govemment ;  and  is  the  instrument  by  which  it  ac- 
knowledges the  person  to  be  a  consul. 

Van  Ness,  J.  The  counsel  for  the  plaintiff  in  error,  denief 
that,  at  common  law,  any  wager  is  recoverable,  wherein  the 
parties  have  no  other  interest  than  that  which  they  create  by 
the  wager  itself.  It  is  now  too  late  to  draw  this  point  into  dis- 
cussion. The  law  appears  to  be  settled,  that  some  wagers  forai 
the  proper  ground  of  an  action,  (a)  It  is  worthy  of  remark, 
however,  that  as  often  as  this  question  has  been  raised,  there  is 
scarcely  a  judge  in  England^  from  the  time  of  the  case  of  Da 
Costa  V.  Jones,  down  to  the  present  day,  who  has  not  expressed 
his  regret  that  such  was  the  law. 

But  that  there  is  a  class  of  wagers,' to  the  recovery  of  which 
the  law  will  not  lend  its  aid,  is  conceded ;  and  it,  thereibre,  be- 
comes neces.sary  to  inquire,  whether  the  present  wager  belongs 
to  that  class. 

It  was  held,  in  the  case  of  Jones  v.  RandaU^  {Cotop.  3?.)  and 
Da  Costa  v.  Jones,  (Cowp.  729.)  and  in  several  of  the  more 
recent  cases,  cited  on  the  argument,  that  wagers  against  the 
principles  of  sound  policy  are  void.  I  consider  this  to  be  em- 
phatically a  wager  of  that  description.  It  may  involve  an  in- 
quiry into  the  validity  of  the  election  of  the  present  chief 
magistrate. 

*The  counsel  for  the  defendant  in  error  insisted,  that  the  cer- 
tificate of  the  canvassers  is  made  conclusive,  by  the  statute,  on 
this  point.  But  is  their  certificate  conclusive  in  every  case  ? 
Suppose  one  of  the  canvassers  should  count  the  votes,  and  the 
rest  certify  the  result }  Or  suppose  it  could  be  made  to  ap- 
pear that  their  certificate  was  obtained  by  bribery,  would  it, 
notwithstanding,  be  conclusive  ?  Whether  the  certificate,  when 
made,  pursuant  to  the  act,  is  decisive  as  to  the  election ;  and 
whether  a  case  may  not  occur,  when  it  mi^ht  be  considered  as 
a  nullity,  or  as  constituting  the  person  in  whose  favor  it  is 
made,  merely  the  governor,  de  facto,  are  points  which  it  is  not 
my  intention  even  to  discuss,  much  less  to  decide. 

We  all  recollect,  that  on  one  occasion,  different  opinioDS 
were  entertained  and  expressed  with  respect  to  them.    They  are 

{dS  In  PkUUps  y.  Ive§  (1  RaioU,  36),  it  was  held,  that  no  wager  eonoenuag 
any  numan  bcin^  is  recoverable  in  a  court  of  justice;  and  that,  therefore,  a  wager 
whether  or  not  JfapoUon  Bonaparte  would,  within  a  specified  time,  be  remofso 
or  escape  from  the  island  of  St,  Helena,  was  detennineid  to  be  void.  Two  of  the 
judges  (Gibson,  C.  J.,  being  one)  dissented.  It  had  been  previouslj  determined 
in  two  cases  in  the  Uommon  Pleas  of  PkUaddvkia  county,  that  wagers  weit 
▼alid  in  PrnmBtAvama,  unless  they  were  immoral,  or  indecent,  or  illegal.  JHir- 
gan  ▼.  Riekardt,  1  Browne's  Rep.  171.    9mytk  v.  JiCMatters,  2  Bnmm'e  Rtf 
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questions  which  perhaps  no  existing  tribunal  ia  competent  to     ALBANY, 
decide,  should  they  unfortunately  again  arise.     It  is  enough,  vJJSH^J^J,^ 
that  this  wager  may  give  birth  to  such  a  question,  to  pronounce       Bvkv 
it  to  be  repugnant  to  the  dictates  of  good  policy.     The  discus-       r,kkb. 
sion  to  which  it  gives  rise,  ought  to  be  discouraged,  unless  the 
public  good,  or  the  due  administration  of  justice,  renders  it  un- 
avoidable.    It  is  a  discussion  calculated  to  endanger  the  peace 
and  tranquillity  of  a  community,  already  sufficiently  heated  and 
agitated.     In  the  case  of  Atherfold  v.  Beard,  (2  Term  Rep. 
610.)  it  was  held,  that  a  wager  respecting  the  future  amount 
of  any  branch  of  the  public  revenue  was  illegal,  because  it 
leads   to   an   improper  discussion,  and  is   contrary  to  sound 
policy. 

The  case  in  which  the  Court  of  King's  Bench  has  gone  the 
greatest  length,  in  supporting  a  wager,  is  that  of  Jones  v.  Ranr 
doll.  I  have  always  considered  that  a  very  strange  decision  ; 
and  there  is  some  reason  to  believe,  that  Lord  Mansfield  regret-  / 
ted  that  he  had  determined  it  as  he  did.  I  infer  this  from  what 
afterwards  fell  from  him,  in  the  case  of  *Da  Costa  v.  Jones.  [  •  436  ] 
"  Never,"  says  he,  when  the  case  of  Jones  v.  Randall  was  cited, 
"  was  a  question  more  doubtful,  how  it  would  be  decided,  till 
it  was  actually  determined." 

A  wager,  between  two  voters,  with  respect  to  the  event  of 
an  election  of  a  member  of  parliament,  laid  before  the  poll  be- 
gan, was  decided  to  be  illegal,  on  the  ground  that  it  was  cor- 
rupt, and  against  the  fundamental  principles  of  the  British 
constitution  ;  that  it  was  a  gaming  contract,  not  to, be  encour- 
aged, and  of  a  dangerous  tendency.  (Allen  v.  Heame,  1  Term 
Rep.  56.)  If,  for  such  reasons,  a  bet  of  this  description  was 
considered  to  be  void  in  England,  how  much  is  their  force  in- 
creased, when  applied  to  an  analogous  case  in  our  own  coun- 
try, in  which  the  very  existence  of  every  department  of  the 
government  depends  upon  the  free  and  unbiased  exercise  of 
the  elective  franchise.  There  can  be  no  doubt,  I  think,  that 
if  this  wager  comes  within  the  spirit  of  the  last-mentioned  case, 
that  it  is  void. 

What  are  the  fects,  as  stated  in  the  record  ?  The  parties 
here  are  electors ;  Riker  had  already  voted,  but  Graham  had 
not ;  the  bet  was  made  on  the  last  day  of  the  election,  in  the 
<aty  of  Netv-York,  and  Graham  resided  in  the  middle  district. 
I  understood  the  defendant's  counsel  to  admit,  that  if  Graham 
could  have  given  his  vote,  that  the  judgment  below  must  be 
reversed.,  Now,  it  is  for  the  defendant  in  error  to  show,  that 
Graham  was  at  such  a  distance  from  the  town,  in  which  he  re- 
aided,  and  where  only,  I  agree,  he  was  entitled  to  vote,  as  to 
preclude  the  possibility  of  his  getting  there  before  the  close  of 
the  poll.     Nothing  more  is  said  about  Graham^ s  place  of  resi- 
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ALBAPnr.    dence,  than  that  it  was  in  the  middle  district.     For  aught  that 

^^s^^^fj^^^  appears,  the  bet  might  have  been  made  in  the  morning ;  the 

BuNH        court  knows  that  the  county  of  Rockland  is  in  the  middle  dis- 

V*  trict ;  and  there  could  be  no  difficulty  in  Graham's  going  to 

r  *  437  1       Al'^ost  Qiiy  town  in  ''Hhat  county,  in  season  to  give  his  vote. 

''  It  is  hardly  expected  that  the  court  will  intend  any  thing  in 

support  of  such  a  contract  as  this ;  but  without  intending  a 

great  deal  more  than  appears  upon  the  record,  Graham  might 

have  voted,  had  he  been  so  disposed.     For  these  reasons,  I  am 

of  opinion  that  this  wager  is  void. 

I  could  have  wished  that  the  court  had  been  prepared  to  de- 
cide, whether  the  act  of  the  19th  March,  1602,  does  not 
make  all  wagers  illegal ;  I  am  strongly  inclined  to  think  it  does. 
I  do  not,  at  present,  however,  mean  to  express  any  opinion,  on 
the  construction  of  that  act. 

From  the  record  it  appears,  the  defendant  in  error  has  ob- 
tained judgment  for  the  whole  amount  deposited  in  the  bamk 
of  the  stake-holders ;  hence  it  is  not  necessary  to  determine, 
whether  the  defendant  can  recover  back  his  own  deposit 
I  am  of  opinion  that  the  judgment  below  must  be  reversed. 

Kent,  Ch.  J.,  and  Yates,  J.,  were  of  the  same  opinion. 

Spencer,  J.  The  objection  to  the  first  count  is,  that  it  is 
not  alleged  'that,  in  point  of  fact,  the  defendant  received  the 
money  acknowledged  in  the  memorandum  to  have  been  re- 
ceived ;  and  that,  as  the  memorandum  is  not  a  note  within  the 
statute,  it  ought  to  have  been  averred  that  the  money  was  re- 
ceived by  the  defendant.  The  case  of  Laming  v.  MKilKp 
(3  Caines^s  Rep,  d86.)  decides,  that  written  agreements,  not 
within  the  statute,  can  only  be  enforced  on  the  ground  of  t 
consideration,  and  that  the  acknowledgment  of  value  received^ 
would  not  be  evidence  of  a  consideration,  but  that  the  kind 
and  nature  of  the  consideration  ought  to  be  shown.  The  au- 
thority of  that  case  is  extremely  weakened,  if  not  entirely 
f  *  438  ]  *overruled,  by  the  case  of  Jackson  v.  Alexander,  (3  Johns,  Hep. 
484.)  If,  however,  the  case  of  Lansing  v.  M^KUlip  is  still  to 
be  considered  as  law,  there  is  this  difference  between  it  and 
the  present  case  ;  the  precise  consideration  is  confessed  by  the 
defendant,  in  the  memorandum ;  and  the  only  reason,  which 
required  an  averment  of  the  real  consideration,  where  vahe 
was  admitted  to  be  received,  was,  that  the  court  might  judge 
whether,  in  reality,  the  consideration  was  such  as  to  uphold  the 
promise.  The  first  count,  then,  seems  to  me  to  be  free  from 
objection,  on  the  ground  of  consideration.  The  next  objectioa 
is,  that,  under  the  second  count,  the  facts  stated  in  the  bill  of 
exceptions  could  not  be  given  m  endenee^  on  the  piinciplej 
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that  imdebUaiui  assumpsit  will  not  lie  on  a  wager.     It  does  not     albai^ 
appear  to  be  dearly  settled  that  an  indebitatus  assumpsit  will  y^S^^^^J^ 
not  Ue  on  a  wager ;  but  it  is  settled,  that  it  will  he  against  the 
stake-holder.  (3  SaOc.  176.  1  Bos.  fy P^-  3)     These obserra- 
tions  dispose  of  the  formal  objections. 

The  second  question  involves  a  very  important  inquiry, 
though  I  cannot  perceive  that  it  is  a  diflSlcult  one.  It  has  been 
colitmded  that  all  wagers  are  unlawful  at  common  law.  Aftei 
the  very  able,  and  I  think  unanswerable,  opinidtas  of  Lord  £en* 
yanj  Justice  Ashkursi^  and  Justice  Chose,  given  in  the  case  of 
Good  V.  EUiott,  (3  Term  Rep,  693.)  which  was  a  wager  upon 
the  fact,  whether  one  Susannah  Tye  had  or  had  not,  before  a 
certain  day,  bought  a  certain  wagon,  I  cannot  think  it  necessa- 
ry to  enter  upon  the  discussion  of  the  question ;  Lord  Kenyon 
sajw,  and  cites  a  variety  of  cases  in  his  support,  that  fixnn  the 
earliest  times,  the  books  all  speak  the  same  language.  Lord 
Mansfield  says,  in  the  case  of  I>a  Costa  v.  Jonesy  (Cowp.  729.) 
that  '^  indifferent  wagers  upon  indifferent  matters,  without  in- 
terest to  either  of  the  parties,  are  allowed  by  the  law  of  this 
country,  so  far  as  they  have  not  been  restrained  by  particular 
acts  of  parliament;  and  the  restraints  imposed  in  particular 
cases,  support  the  general  *rule.''  Indeed,  it  appears  to  me  [*439] 
impossible  to  read  Sie  argument  of  the  judges,  in  the  case  of 
Good  V.  EUiotty  and  examine  the  authorities  they  cite,  without 
yielding  to  the  position  they  maintain,  that  a  wager,  upon  an 
indifferent  subject,  is  recoverable  in  courts  of  law.  There  are, 
undoubtedly,  limitations  to  the  rule,  that  wagers  are  lawful ; 
wagers  inciting  to  a  breach  of  the  peace,  or  to  immorality,  or 
which  affect  the  feeUngs  or  interests  of  a  third  person,  or  ex- 
pose him  to  ridicule,  or  libel  him,  and  also  wagers  against 
sound  policy,  are  illegal.  Under  those  of  the  last  description, 
may  b^  classed  the  case  of  Allen  v.  Heame,  (1  Term  Rep,  56.) 
which  was  a  wager  between  two  electors,  before  the  poll  oegan, 
on  the  election  of  the  candidates,  for  whom  they  were  parti- 
sans, and  in  which  they  had  taken  decided  parts,  on  opposite 
aides.  This  was  decided,  on  very  sound  principles,  to  be  void, 
as  being  corrupt,  in  the  eye  of  the  law,  and  against  the  funda- 
mental principles  of  the  constitution,  which  required  that  the 
election  of  members  of  parliament  should  be  free,  and  that 
every  voter  should  be  exempt  from  pecuniary  interest  in  giving 
his  vote,  which  could  not  be  the  case,  when  the  electors  were 
under  a  pecuniary  influence.  The  present  case  is  a  bet  on  the 
electi<m  of  the  executive  magistrate ;  and  were  the  parties  situ- 
ated as  thev  were  in  the  case  of  Allen  v.  Heame,  most  un- 
doubtedly the  bet  could  not  be  recoverable.  But  here  Riker 
had  already  voted,  and  was,  therefore,  free  from  any  influence 
the  bet  could  have ;  and  from  the  fects  in  the  case,  it  appears, 
that  Graham,  though  qualified  to  vote,  and  though  he  had  not 
voted|  could  not  be  influenced  by  the  bet,  because  it  was  mor- 
ally impossible  for  him  to  vote  3  for  the  statute  regulating  eleo- 
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tions  allows  him  to  vote  only  in  the  town  or  ward  wherein  he 
resides;  and  the  bet  was  laid  in  the  city  of  Neto^Yark^  and 
Oraham  resided  in  the  middle  district. 

The  counsel  for  the  plaintiff  in  error  very  candidly  admitted, 
that  from  the  situation  of  Graham^  he  could  not  vote,  *and  there- 
fore could  not,  so  far,  be  influenced  in  his  conduct,  as  an  elector. 
But  the  verdict  of  the  jury  has,  I  think,  settled  this  point; 
it  was  a  matter  of  fact,  peculiarly  within  their  cognizance, 
whether  Graham  could  vote  at  that  election ;  by  finding  for  the 
plaintiff  below,  they  have  virtually  passed  on  that  fact,  and  de- 
cided that  he  could  not.  I  will  not  intend,  that  the  court  be- 
low and  the  jury  have  disregarded  the  law  on  that  pc^nt ;  after 
a  verdict^  every  reasonable  intendment  should  be  made  to  sup> 
port  it 

It  was,  however,  contended,  that  bets  of  this  kind  may  pro- 
duce an  inquiry  into  the  decision  of  the  canvassers,  and  may 
involve  the  country  in  confusion.  This  argument,  I  think,  can- 
not be  maintained,  since  the  statute  renders  the  decision  of  the 
canvassers  conclusive  and  final ;  thus  excluding  all  inquiry  into 
the  purity  and  propriety  of  their  decisions,  as  effectually  as  the 
law  excludes  such  inquiry  into  the  judgments  of  courts.  The 
bet,  then,  is  reduced  to  this,  that  •the  decision  of  the  canvassers, 
certifying  the  one  or  the  other  candidates  to  be  elected,  decides 
the  event,  on  which  the  wager  was  laid.  The  present  wager, 
in  my  opinion,  is  by  no  means  so  alarming,  as  one  upon  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  laws ;  and  yet  in  the  case  of  Jones  v.  Ran- 
dall^ (CoiDp,  37.)  which  was  a  wager  of  50 'guineas,  whether  a 
decree  of  the  Court  of  Chancery  would  be  reversed,  on  appeal 
to  the  house  of  lords,  it  was  held  by  the  whole  Court  of  King's 
Bench,  that  the  wager  was  neither  against  the  law,  nor  sound 
policy.  Under  the  circumstances  of  this  case,  I  cannot  per- 
ceive that  the  wager  can  be  objected  to,  on  either  of  those 
grounds. 

It  has  been  urged,  that  the  5th  section  of  the  statute  to  pre- 
vent horse-racing,  and  for  other  purposes,  operates  to  render  all 
wa^rs  illegal ;  it  enacts,  "  that  all  and  every  contract  thereafter 
to  oe  made,  and  entered  into,  for  or  on  account  of  any  sum  or 
sums  of  money,  *or  other  thing,  bet  or  staked,  or  depending  on 
any  such  race  or  races  as  aforesaid,  or  concerning  the  same,  or 
for,  or  on  account  of  any  gaming  by  lot  or  chance,  of  any  kind, 
or  under  any  description  whatever,  shall  be  deemed  and  ad- 
judged void  in  law,"  &c. 

I  apprehend,  that  under  the  terms  gaming  by  lot  or  chance, 
betting  on  a  contingent  event  cannot  be  included.  Betting  on 
an  event  does  not,  in  common  parlance,  mean  gaming.  By  the 
statute  of  9  Anne,  c.  14.  from  which  our  statute  to  prevent  ex- 
cessive and  deceitful  gaming,  is,  in  substance,  taken,  all  notes, 
&c.  given  or  executed  by  any  person,  where  the  whole  or  any 
part  of  the  consideration  shall  be  for  any  money,  won  by  play- 
ing at  any  game  whatsoever,  are  declared  to  be  void.  The 
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same  statute  enacts,  that  every  person  who  shall  at  any  time, 
or  sitting,  by  playing  at  any  ganie,  lose  in  the  whole  the  sum 
of  25  dollars,  and  shall  pay  it,  he  may  sue  and  recover  it  back 
of  the  winner.  Now,  if  betting  on  a  contingent  event  be 
ganiing,  the  persons  betting,  undoubtedly,  by  the  act  of  betting, 
pby  at  that  game,  and  consequently  betting  upon  any  event 
would  be  brought  within  the  statute  of  Anne,  and  our  statute  to 
prevent  excessive  and  deceitful  gaming,  an  idea  which,  I  pre- 
sume, never  has  been  entertained ;  for  in  Efigland,  (5  Burr. 
2802.  Coivp,  37.)  actions  have  been  sustained  on  wagers  in  a 
variety  of  instances,  since  the  statute  of  Anne,  and  this  objec- 
tion was  never  thought  of,  though  the  bets  exceeded  the  sum 
of  lOZ.  the  sum  beyond  which,  money  lost  by  gaming  might 
be  recovered  back.  I  conclude,  therefore,  that  the  gaming 
mentioned  in  the  5th  section  of  the  statute  to  prevent  horse- 
racing,  must  be  some  play  of  lot  or  chance,  and  that  betting 
upon  an  indifferent  subject,  without  any  playing,  never  can  be 
comprehended  within  the  statute. 

In  the  case  of  Good  v.  Elliott,  Grose,  J.,  denies  that  wagers 
are  void,  as  gaming  contracts.  Lord  Mansfield,  in  the  case  of 
Da  Costa  v.  Jones,  says,  "  Whether  it  would  not  *have  been 
better  policy  to  have  treated  all  wagers,  originally,  as  gaming 
contracts,  and  to  have  held  them  void,  is  now  too  late  to  dis- 
cuss ;  they  have  too  long  and  too  often  been  held  good  and 
valid  contracts." 

The  evidence  of  the  feet  that  Daniel  D.  Tompkins  was  elect- 
ed governor  in  1807,  appears  to  have  been  full ;  the  defend- 
ant's confession,  and  promise  to  pay  the  amount  of  the  note, 
after  he  had  seen  Graham,  were  alone  sufficient  to  warrant  the 

ry  in  drawing  the  inference  that  he  admitted  the  bet  to  have 

en  lost;  but  I  perceive  no  objection  to  the  evidence 
given  by  one  of  the  canvassers.  He  stated,  that,  by  the  can- 
vass, Mr.  Tompkins  was  declared  to  be  governor.  Though 
the  exemplification  of  the  certificate  might  have  been  higher 
evidence,  still  the  fact  was  shown  sufficiently,  and  nb  inference 
could  be  raised  against  the  defendant  in  error,  in  not  producing 
the  higher  evidence. 

In  my  opinion,  the  judgment  ought  to  be  affirmed. 

Thompson,  J.,  not  having  heard  the  argument  in  the  cause, 
gave  no  opinion. 

Judgment  below  reversed,  (a) 

(•)  Wagers  upon  the  icsolt  of  an  election,  whether  laid  h^ore  or  «/ier  the 
election,  are  Toid  as  being  illegal.  Smyth  v.  M*Maaters,  2  Browne's  ReporUy  182. 
XAUitter  v.  Hojfman,  IGSerg.  fy  Raw.  147.  And  this  principle  extends  to  a 
Wiger  on  tlie  election  of  a  sheriff,  if  the  wager  be  laid  between  persons  residents 
of  the  county,  and  yoters  at  the  election.  Wrath  y.  Johnson,  4  Har.  {^  M'Hen, 
9Si.    It  has  been  held,  in  Pennsylwaua,  that  a  wager  concerning  any  human 
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ALBANY,  bein^  is  not  recoverable ;  and  that,  tberefbre,  a  wager  whether  KmpoU&m,  Bmm- 
Ajngost,  1809.  poftt  would,  within  a  specified  time,  be  removed  or  escape  from  the  island  of 
St.  HeUnay  was  illegal  and  void.  Phillips  v.  hes^  1  RatUe,  36.  In  Sauik  Caro- 
Una,  a  wager  on  a  horse-race  is  illegal.  HaskeU  v.  Wootan,  IJf.^M"  Cord,  180. 
And  the  law  is  the  same  in  Jfortk  Cwrolma.  Wood  v.  Wood^  2  Murpk.  173.  It 
has  been  held,  however,  in  Penngylvaniaf  that  wagers  fairly  won  are  recoverable, 
Ivs  CoMPAiiT.  unless  founded  on  «  transaction  which  is  immoral^  illegal  or  indecent.  Morgtm 
V.  Richards,  1  Browne* s  Rep.  171.  This  is  in  conformity  with  the  law  of  &g^ 
landy  where,  indeed,  another  exception  is  also  made— that  the  wafers  most  not 
be  of  so  frivolous  or  ludicrous  a  nature  that  it  would  be  beneath  the  dignity  of 
a  court  of  justice  to  try  them.  It  seems  difficult  to  determine  what  constitates 
such  a  waffcr ;  for  it  has  been  held,  that  the  plaintiff  might  recover  upon  a  bet 
of  six  to  four  that  Boh  Booty  would  win  the  plate  at  the  new  Litcl\field  races. 
M'AUister  v.  Haden,  2  Camp.  Rep.  436.  So  also  on  a  wager  of  a  rump  and 
dozen,  whether  the  defendant  was  older  than  the  plaintiff.  Hussey  v.  CriduU^ 
3  Camp.  Rep.  166.  The  court  seem  to  have  been  somewhat  doubtful  as  to  this 
particular  wager.  The  counsel  for  the  plaintiff  found  it  necessary  to  urge  that 
it  was  for  the  public  benefit  to  promote  convivialityand  good  humor,  and,  there- 
fore, no  public  prejudice  couJd  arise  from  it.  The  <mief  justice,  Sir  Jawus 
Mansfield,  declared,  that  *'  he  did  not,  judicuUly^  know  the  meaning  of  a  ramp 
and  dozen ;"  but  Heath,  J.,  said,  '*  We  know  very  weU,  privately^  that  a  rump 
and  dozen  is  what  the  witnesses  stated,  viz.  a  good  dinner  and  wine,  m  whiat 
I  can  discover  no  iUcgaiity  ;**  and  Chambre,  J.,  agreed  with  him.  Lord  Lomgk' 
borough  refused  to  ^  a  cause  on  a  wager,  **  wnether  there  were  more  wap 
than  six  of  nicking  seven,  on  the  dice,  allowing  seven  to  be  the  main,  and 
eleven  a  nick  to  seven,"  and  directed  the  cause  to  lie  stricken  out  of  the  paper 
when  it  came  on  for  trial.  Brovm  v.  Leeson^  2  H.  Blackst.  Rev.  43.  This,  how- 
ever, was  a  wager  on  an  illefiral  game ;  and  Heathy  J.,  expresiilv  says  in  it,  **  that 
all  games  at  dice,  except  backgammon,  are  prohibited  by  law.*^ 


[*443]      *MuRRAY  against  The  Columbian  Insurance  Com- 
pany. 

A^jwarfwasjo  THIS  was  an  action  of  assumpsit,  for  money  had  and  re- 
ftom  '  Caic9ata  ceived  by  the  defendants  to  the  plaintiff's  ose.  The  defend- 
***ih^i^^*'  *^**  8^^®  *  cognovit  actionem  for  1,900  dollars,  subject  to  the 
touch atjif(^r<u  Opinion  of  the  court  upon  the  following  case,  agreed  between 

for  trade,  and  the  parties. 

^  her  "cmo  The  plaintiff  was  owner  of  the  ship  Egeria,  and  had  insur- 
there."  1^  ancos  made,  on  the  9th  February,  1 808,  by  the  defendants,  upon 
j^o^T^aod  the  ship,  and  upon  the  freight  of  all  goods,  wares  and  mer- 
Miied  thence,  chaudises,  laden  or  to  be  laden  on  board  the  said  ship,  on  a 
FwS,  *withoat  voyage  "  at  and  from  Calcutta,  with  liberty  to  touch  at  Madras, 
^crgoing  to  foj  trade,  and  to  take  in  a  part  of  her  cargo,"  beginning  the  said 
In  an  action  adventure  "  at  and  from  Calcutta,  and  to  endure  until  her 
brought  by  the  arrival  at  New- York,  valued  at  the  sums  insured  respectively." 

msored    to  re-  '  '^  ' 

cover  baek  the 

prendmn,  it  was  held,  that  the  voyage  insured  did  not  conmience  5  and  that,  as  the  poGcy  oerer  attached, 
the  insured  was  entitled  to  a  retom  of  premiom. 
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In  June,  1807,  the  defendants  had  insured  (or  the  plaintiff     ALBANY, 
the  same  ship,  on  a  voyage  at  and  from  NetP'York  to  maddray   An^jm 
and  at  and  from  thence  ioCalcuita,  with  leave  to  touch  and      mdrbat 
trade  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  at  Madras.    The  ship    q^J^^^^ 
sailed  from  NeunYorkj  arrived  at  Madeira,  and  sailed  from  ivt. C^mpast. 
thence,  on  the  29th  Auguit,  1807,  touched  at  the  Ckme  of 
Good  Hope,  and  from  thence  went  to  Madras,  where  she  ar- 
rived on  me  5th  day  oiMay,  1808,  and  sailed  from  thence  on 
the  15th  day  ofJidy,  1808,  direct  to  New^YorTc,  without  going 
to  Calcutta. 

Pendleton,  jfor  the  plaintiff.  The  adventure  was  to  begin  at 
Calcutta,  and  continue  at  and  from  thence  to  New-Tork.  The 
vessel  did  not  proceed  farther  than  Madras,  and  never  was  at 
Calcutta,  so  that  the  vojrage  insured  has  never  commenced.  As 
there  was  no  responsibility  or  *ri8k  on  the  part  of  the  defend-  [  *  444  ] 
ants,  the  plaintiff  is  entitled  to  have  the  premium  returned.  I 
do  not  find  any  adjudged  case,  precisely  in  point ;  but  on  gen- 
eral principles  the  defendants  can  have  no  right  to  retain  the 
?emium.  (1  Johns.  Cas.  184.  Siha  v.  Low.  1  Atk.  543. 
ark,  296.  3^.  1  Marshall,  (2d  ed.)  183.  203.  [He  was 
stopped  by  the  court.] 

C.  J.  Bogert  and  S.  Jones,  contra.  This  case  does  not  come 
within  that  of  Graves  and  Scriba  v.  The  Marine  Insurance 
Company,  (2  Caines,  339.)  In  that  case  there  was  a  prior 
insurance,  which  completely  covered  the  outward  cargo,  and 
there  was  no  cargo  taken  on  board  at  Vera  Cruz,  where  the 
voyage  in  question  was  to  commence,  so  that  the  policy  did 
not  attach.  The  present  case  is  analogous  to  that  of  Vreden^ 
bergh  v.  Grade,  {a)     It  may  be  compared  *to  an  insurance  to      [  *  445  | 


(«)  The  case  of  t^redenbergk  y.  Gracu  was  decided  in  Janmarv  term,  1799, 
hj  Lmmtmgf  Ch.  J.,  and  LewiSf  J.y  (Benson^  J.,  diasenting,)  and  the  deciaion  aeems 
to  hare  tiuiied  on  Uie  evidence  of  the  understanding  and  contract  between  the 
parties,  as  to  the  subject  insured,  and  the  time  of  the  commencement  of  the  risk. 
As  this  case  has  been  frequently  mentioned  at  the  bar,  and  seems  not  to  hare 
been  flUlj  understood,  I  gire  the  following  note  of  it,  with  whioh  I  have  beea 
&Tored  by  a  friend. 

A  Terdict  was  taken  for  the  plaintiff,  snbjeot  to  the  opinion  of  the  court,  on 
a  case  containing  the  following  facts : 

This  was  an  action  on  a  policy  of  insurance  on  goods,  on  board  the  brig 
AVmcy,  at  and  from  any  port  or  ports  in  the  WeM  Indies,  and  at  and  from  thence 
to  Jiew-Y&rkf  **  beginning  the  adventure  on  the  said  goods,  from  the  loading 
tkenqf^n  board  in  the  Wett  Indies"  and  to  continue  until  landed  in  AVw-  York, 
The  goods  in  question  were  shipped  on  board  in  JVeio-  York,  and  the  vessel  pro- 
ceeded to  the  VFesi  Indies,  without  their  being  insured.  The  owner  of  the  goods 
received  a  letter  from  the  captain,  informing  him  that  he  had  arrived  at  cape 
^ttehotas-MoU,  in  St.  Domingo,  where  he  had  disposed  of  a  small  nart  of  his 
cargo,  and  intended  to  proceea  to  St.  Mark's  with  the  remainder ;  wnich  letter 
was  shown  to  the  underwriters,  at  the  time  of  their  subscribing  the  policy. 
The  vessel,  with  the  same  goods  on  hoard  which  she  carried  omM«  her  passage 
to  St.  Mark's,  was  captur^  and  condemned  bv  the  French.  The  broker  who 
made  the  insurance  testified,  that  he  mentioned  to  the  underwriters,  at  the  time 
of  their  subscribing  the  policy,  that  it  was  the  same  property,  which  the  vessd 
carried  out,  which  was  to  be  insured.    Another  insurance  broker  deposed,  that 
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several  ports,  where  the  insured  may  shorten  the  risk,  by  drop 
ping  a  port.     There  were  two  outward  ports,  from  either  of 
which  the  voyage  might  commence.     Madras  was  in  the  Uer 
of  the  voyage  insured.     If  the  terminus  ad  quern,  where  there. 

it  was  frequent  to  inrare  goodi,  which  were  laden  on  board  at  one  place*  u^ 
to  begin  toe  risk  at  another ;  and  the  words,  from  the  loading  thereof  on  board, 
were  always  mentioned  to  be  at  the  place  where  the  risk  commenced,  and  he 
never  knew  any  controversj  arise  frxnn  the  soods  bein^  actaallj  laden  on  board 
at  a  different  place  from  the  one  mentionea  in  the  ixnicy ;  although  the  cas» 
frequently  happened.  It  was  admitted  that  the  plaintiff  had  an  interest  on 
board,  and  that  he  had  abandoned  in  due  season. 

The  case  was  argued  by  Ha$iuUan  and  Pendleton,  fiir  ihe  plainti^  and  by 
Harisonf  for  the  defendant 

For  the  drfendant  it  was  contended,  1.  That  this  insurance  was  on  the  home- 
ward voyage  ;  and  that  as  the  vessel,  at  the  time  of  capture,  had  on  board  the 
outward  bound  cargo,  and  as  the  outward  risk  did  not  terminate  until  the  soods 
were  landed,  it  was  clear  the  risk  on  this  policy  had  never  commenced,  and 
therefore  the  plaintiff  could  not  recover  for  the  loss,  but  was  entitled  only  to  a 
return  of  premium. 

2.  That  the  words  of  the  policy  were  conclusive  against  the  plaintiff.  Th» 
were  expressly  on  goods  to  be  laden  on  board  in  the  West  Indies :  and  the  good* 
in  question  were  laden  on  board  in  JV«c-  York.  There  would  be  a  much  greater 
risk  on  goods  that  had  been  a  considerable  time  on  board,  than  on  those  whicb 
had  been  recently  shipped,  especially  where  the  articles  were  of  a  perishable 
nature.  It  was  also  contended,  that  the  testimony  of  the  brokers  ought  to  be 
rejected,  because  it  was  admitting  parol  evidence,  to  vary  a  written  contract; 
and  that  the  case  referred  to  by  Holt,  Ch.  J.,  in  Baits  v.  Grahham,  (Salk,  444.) 
to  prove  that  a  policy  in  writing  might  be  altered,  on  parol  evidence,  was  an 
authority  to  the  contrary.     It  was  the  case  of  Kairies  v.  Knightly y  (Skin,  54.) 

For  the  plaintiff'ii  was  contended^  that,  by  the  terms  of  the  policy,  the  risk 
commenced  immediately  on  the  amval  of  the  vessel  in  the  West  Indies.  The 
words  at  and  Jrom  mean  immediately  at  and  from.  (1  Atkvns,  545.  1  Bl.  Ra. 
417,Camden  v.  Cowley.^  This  was  clearly  the  intention  of  the  parties  here,  for 
there  was  no  outward  insurance,  which  was  a  fact  known  to  the  underwriters. 
The  words,  "  beginniitff  the  adventure  from  the  loading  thereefon  board,''  wen 
introduced  into  Englisk,  and  thence  into  American  policies  of  insurance,  to  ex- 
clude the  risks,  while  the  goods  were  going  from  the  shore  to  the  vessels,  in 
boats.  In  most  other  parts  of  Europe,  the  pohcies  were  diffisrent,  and  the  io- 
surers  were  liable  for  such  losses. 

The  sense,  and  even  literal  meaning  of  the  words,  import  no  more  than 
**  from  the  time  of  the  goods  being  on  board,"  referring  to  the  <iiiM  of  the  oom- 
mencement  of  the  risk,  rather  than  the  place.  It  is  of  no  importance  to  the 
underwriter,  where  the  goods  were  actuallv  laden  on  board ;  they  are  at  his 
risk  only  from  the  time  of  their  being  actually  on  board,  at  the  place  mentioiied 
in  thepolicy  as  the  beginning  of  the  adventure.  (Delany  v.  Stoddmrt,  1  Term 
Rep.  26.^  If  there  was  a  fraudulent  concealment,  or  the  goods  had  been  long 
on  boara,  and  were  of  a  perishable  nature,  it  would  be  a  di&rent  caae.  {Mig^ 
son,  V.  Richardson,  I  M.  Rep.  405.) 

Lewis,  J.  The  objection  to  the  recovery  in  this  case  is,  that  the  vessel  left 
a  port  in  the  West  Indies,  before  she  had  discharged  her  outward  cargo,  and 
was  captured  while  going  frt>m  thence  to  another  island,  and  that,  therefore, 
the  insurance  on  the  outward  voyage  still  continued,  for  there  could  not  be  two 
insurances  for  the  same  goods. 

It  is  admitted  that  there  cannot  be  a  double  insurance ;  but  it  does  not  appear 
that  there  was  any  insurance  on  the  outward  voyage.  The  principle  of  the 
English  law,  that  the  insurance  on  the  outward  bound  cargo  continues  untU  the 
gomls  are  landed,  most  probably  depends  on  the  language  of  the  EngUsh  poli- 
cies, which  are  expressed  in  that  manner. 

The  first  adjudication  on  the  subject  was  in  the  reign  of  James  II.  and  itdoef 
not  appear  what  was  the  lang^uage  of  the  policy.  It  might  have  been  in  the 
modem  form.  But  it  is  not,  in  my  opinion,  necessary,  in  this  case,  to  decide 
what  would  be  the  construction  on  a  policy  in  which  that  clause  was  omitted. 
It  appears  by  the  testimony  of  the  broker,  tnat  the  underwriters  were  informed 
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Hre  several  ports,  may  be  Taried,  for  the  same  reason,  the    Albany, 
iemUnui  a  quo  may  be  changed,  where  two  ports  are  named,  ^^^^^^J^^ 
if  the  iter  is  not  thereby  changed.     The  insured  had  a  right  to      murrat 
elect  to  commence  the  voyage  either  at  CalaUia  or  Madras.  ^• 

Though  he  could  not  go  first  to  Madras^  and  then  to  Calcvita^  he  int.  Con paht. 
might  come  home  direct  from  Madras ^  for  it  shortened  the  voy- 
age, and  *greatly  diminished  the  risk.  (2  Johns.  Rep.  264.)  [  *  447  ] 
Suppose  that,  instead  of  two  separate  policies  of  insurance,  on 
the  outward  and  homeward  voyages,  there  had  been  but  one 
pcjlicy  for  the  voyage  round,  might  not  the  insured  have  drop- 
ped the  port  of  Vawutta,  without  its  being  a  deviation  ? 

In  the  case  of  Hog  and  another  v.  Bogle  and  Scatty  {IMRllar 
on  hu.  402.)  a  ship  lying  at  Dundee  was  insured  from  the  Frith 
of  Forth  to  Campvere.  The  ship  sailed  from  the  Frith  of  Tay, 
and  came  in  safety  within  the  course  taken  by  ships  going  from 
the  Frith  of  Forth,  that  is,  within  two  miles  of  Sie  isle  of 
May  ;  and  Lord  MiTu^e/^  was  of  opinion,  that  if  the  ship  came 
with  safety  into  the  usual  course  of  the  voyage,  it  was  no  matter 
from  whence  she  came  prior  to  that,  or  whether  she  sdled 
from  the  Frith  of  Tay,  or  the  Forth.  There  is  no  reason  why 
a  voyage  may  not  be  shortened  at  one  end,  as  well  as  at  an- 
other. The  construction  for  which  we  contend  is  favorable 
to  the  insurer,  as  it  diminishes  the  risk,  and  his  assent  to  the 
change  is  to  be  presumed. 

Pendleton,  in  reply.  The  fallacy  of  the  argument  on  the 
other  side  is  this,  that  if  a  vessel  is  permitted  to  touch  at  a 
port,  that  port  makes  a  part  of  the  voyage  ;  but  such  permission 
IS  a  mere  excuse  for  a  deviation.  It  is  said  that  the  voyage  is 
shortened  ;  but  there  is  no  evidence  of  that  fact.  The  insurer 
had  a  right  to  calculate  that  the  insured  would  not  use  the  per- 
mission to  touch  at  Madras,  if  the  goods  could  be  obtained  at 
Calcutta,  or  the  voyage  had  commenced  there.  Suppose  the 
vessel  had  touched  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  instead  of  ilfa- 
dras,  on  her  way  home,  would  the  policy  have  attached  f    The 

where  the  teMel  then  was,  and  it  was  clearly  the  intention  of  the  parties  to  in- 
sure her  on  a  trading  yojaffe,  from  port  to  port,  and  home. 

This  heing  the  underling  of  the  parties,  it  cannot  be  material,  whether  she 
landed  her  outward  bonnd  cargo  and  took  it  anin,  or  another  cargo  on  board. 
She  was  in  quest  of  a  market,  and  the  parties  clearly  understood  that  the  insur- 
ance was  to  commence,  at  furthest ^  on  her  quitting  the  first  port  in  the  West 
indies,  after  the  subscription  of  the  policy.  I  am  of  opinion,  therefore,  that 
judgment  ought  to  be  entered  for  the  plaintifb. 

Lavsuto,  Ch.  J.,  was  of  the  same  opinion. 

Bbssou ,  J.,  dissented ;  he  was  of  opinion,  that  the  insured  were  entitled  to 
lecoyer  for  such  goods  only  as  were  actuaUy  shipped  in  the  West  Indies. 

RADCLiFr,  J.,  not  haying  heard  the  argument  of  the  cause,  gaye  no  opinion. 

Keht,  J.,  haying  formerly  been  counsel  in  the  cause,  gaye  no  opinion. 


Judgment  for  the  plaintiiF. 
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ALBANY,    voyage  would  clearly  have  been  shortened.    The  insured  may 

^^^^^y}^^  stop  short  in  the  voyage,  and  demand  a  return  of  premium ; 

Murray      hut  the  voyage  must  have  been  commenced.     The  voynge 

V*  insured  in  the  present  case  never  had  a  beginning,  and  cannot, 

Iirs.  ComrAiKi.  therefore,  be  said  to  have  existed,    ^he  outward  and  home- 

r  *  448  ]       ward  voyages  are  distinct,  and  the  latter  only  was  insured  by 

this  poUcy.     If  the  vessel  could  have  commenced  her  voyage 

at  Madras^  she  might  have  done  so  at  any  other  place  in  the 

track  of  the  voyage  described,  though  not  mentioned  in  the 

policy. 

In  the  case  cited  from  Millar,  the  vessel  was  at  another 
place,  and  was  to  come  to  the  J^A  of  Forth,  where  the  voy- 
age insured  was  to  commence,  and  she  did  actually  come  with- 
in the  Frith  of  Forth.  The  reasoning  of  the  court,  in  the 
case  of  Silva  v.  Low,  (1  Johns.  Cos.  184.)  shows  how  much 
strictness  is  observed,  as  to  the  identity  of  the  voyage  insured. 

Thompson,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court.  There 
must,  I  think,  be  a  return  of  premium  in  this  case,  on  the 
ground  that  the  policy  never  attached,  and  of  course  the  un- 
derwriter not  exposed  to  any  risk.  It  is  impossible  to  say,  that 
a  voyage  from  Madras  to  New-  York,  is  the  same  as  a  voyage 
from  Calcutta  to  Neia-York.  The  parties  have  stipulated 
expressly  in  the  policy,  that  the  adventure  is  to  begin  at  and 
from  Calcuttay  and  we  have  no  right  to  substitute  any  other 
place.  As  this  was  an  insurance  to  commence  abroad,  unless 
the  underwriters  knew  something  respecting  the  outward  voy- 
age, it  would  be  very  natural  for  them  to  require  a  representa- 
tion, as  to  the  situation  of  the  ship,  whether  she  was  at  Calcu/ta, 
or  where,  and  when  she  was  expected  there,  in  order  that  they 
might  judge  of  the  risk. 

In  this  case,  the  defendants  being  the  insurers  on  the  out- 
ward voyage,  which  was  to  terminate  at  Calcutta^  wanted  no 
information  on  this  subject ;  they  were  possessed  of  all  the 
information  necessary,  in  order  to  make  a  calculation  with  re- 
spect to  the  risk,  to  which  they  were  exposed.  (1  Bos.  and 
Pull.  200.)  Park,  in  speaking  of  a  risk,  says,  where  insur- 
[*  449]  ance  is  made  on  the  homeward  *voyage,  the  beginning  of  the 
adventure  must  always  depend  upon  the  inclination  of  the 
insured,  as  expressed  in  the  contract,  {Park,  23.)  In  the  case 
of  Graves  and  Scriba  v.  Marine  Insurance  Company,  (2  Caines^ 
342.)  Mr.  Justice  Livingston,  in  giving  the  opinion  of  the 
court,  says,  when  it  is  agreed  that  the  risk  shall  conunence 
from  the  lading  of  goods  at  a  particular  port,  this  is  so  far  from 
being  a  nugatory  provision,  which  we  have  a  right  to  say  means 
notlmig,  that  the  underwriter  has  a  palpable  interest  in  exacting 
a  literd  compliance,  or  to  consider  hunself  exonerated.  The 
assured  having  a  right  to  touch  at  Madras,  cannot  vary 
the  case ;  this  is  not  in  the  direct  iter  of  the  voyage  from 
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Calcutta  to  Jfev^YorJc;  and  if  it  was,  I  should  not  think  it 
would  be  competent  for  the  assured  to  select,  at  his  pleasure, 
any  point  of  the  Uei-y  and  say  the  voyage  insured  shall  com- 
mence there.  Whether  the  risk  was  increased  or  diminished 
by  the  ship's  not  going  to  Calcutta,  may  be  uncertain ;  it  is 
enough,  that  the  parties  have,  by  their  contract,  designated 
th^t  as  the  place  where  the  risk  is  to  commence,  and  it  is  not 
competent  for  the  court  to  substitute  any  other  in  its  stead. 
The  termini  of  the  voyage  afford  the  surest  criterion,  by  which 
to  determine  its  identity.  (1  Johns.  Cos.  197.  and  cases  there 
cited.     4  East,  130.) 

The  case  of  JEfog^  and  KinhoJc  v.  Bogle  and  Scott,  cited  by 
the  defendant's  counsel  from  Millar,  (402.)  has  noappUcation, 
even  if  we  admit  the  accuracy  of  the  case.  The  ship,  there, 
was  insured  from  the  Frith  of  Forth,  to  Campvere,  and  she 
sailed  from  Dundee  to  the  Frith  of  Forth,  or  within  the  pre- 
cincts of  the  Frith  of  Forth,  and  then  pursued  her  voyage ; 
she  accordingly  came  to  the  place  of  departure  mentioned  in 
the  policy,  and  from  that  time  the  policy  may  well  be  said  to 
have  attached.  To  make  the  present  case  analogous,  the 
policy  ought  to  have  been  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  to 
Netp-York;  and  ^then,  perhaps,  the  policy  would  have  attach- 
ed on  that  part  of  the  homeward  voyage. 

The  opinion  of  the  court,  therefore,  is,  that  the  plaintiff  is 
entitled  to  judgment. 

Judgment  for  the  plaintiff. 


ALBANY, 
August,  1809. 

Vail 

V. 

Lxwis  and 
Liymerrov. 


[♦450] 


Vail  against  Lewis  and  Livingston. 

A  sheriff  li«f 

THIS  was  an  action  of  trespass  on  the  case.  The  declara-  »>  •"^'^  ^ 
tion  contained  three  counts.  The  first  count  stated,  that  the  yJdtu,  *^ 
plaintiff  was  indebted  to  Lewis,  in  the  sum  of  789  dollars  and  ^  reuun-day 
58  cents,  on  a  certain  judgment  obtained  by  Lewis  against  the  if  a  sheriff 
plainUff,  in  the  Supreme  Court,  on  the  16th  May,  1808;  that  ievya>n\/^ 


against  the  goods  piainWTsr 
and  chattels,  lands  and  tenements  of  the  present  plaintiff,  ■•y*  he^^ad  the 
returnable  on  the  second  Monday  of  November  next  thereafter ;  ^^Lpa99er$. 
and  that,  before  the  return  of  the  said  writ  of  fieri  facias,  the  ^  ^^^^  ^ 
said  Lewis,  by  the  said  Livingston,  as  his  attorney,  on  the  15th  Mt'^e,  Hes 
August,  1808,  sued  out  on  the  same  judgment,  a  writ  of  testa-  JJJP^"*' *  •**®^ 
turn  fieri  facias,  in  the  usual  form,  directed  to  the  sheriff  of  execaU^^er 

it  has  expired 
No  action  will  lie  acainst  a  plaintiff  or  his  attorney,  for  neglecting  to  coantermand  an  execution.  aAer  the 
ralum-day.    Where  tne  time  laid  in  a  declaration  under  a  $cilicetf  is  maierialf  and  the  ^isi  of  the  action, 
it  shall  be  taken  to  be  the  true  time,  and  the  scilicet,  if  repugnant,  is  to  be  rejected  as  void,  or  if  eonsutent, 
is  to  be  held  a  direct  affirmation.    {GUag<mv.JlfVickar,lCou>.Rep,4&,) 
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the  county  o(  West  Che$ter,  which  was  also  made  returnaUe 
on  the  second  Monday  of  November,  1808.  And  the  plaintiff 
averred,  that  the  sheriff  of  the  city  and  county  of  New-York^ 
in  obedience  to  the  said  writ  of  fieri  facias,  to  him  directed, 
afterwards,  to  wit,  on  the  23d  day  of  September,  1808,  levied 
of  the  goods  and  chattels  of  the  plaintiff,  the  said  sum  of  789  dol- 
lars and  58  cents,  together  with  his  fees  *and  poundage,  and 
then  and  there,  paid  to  the  defendant  Livingston,  as  the  attor- 
ney of  the  defendant  Lewis,  the  scud  suiA  of  789  dollars  and 
58  cents,  in  full  satisfaction  and  discharge  of  the  said  debt,  as 
by  the  return  of  the  said  writ,  &c.,  whereby,  &c.  Yet  the 
said  defendants,  contriving,  &c.,  afterwards,  and  after  the  said 
debt  was  so  paid  and  satisfied,  afterwards,  to  wit,  on  the  2d 
December,  1803,  wrongfully,  unjustly,  and  maliciously,  and 
notwithstanding  such  payment  and  discharge,  &c.,  caused  and 
procured  the  sheriff  of  fVest  Chester,  to  execute  the  said  writ 
of  testatum  fieri  facias ;  and  that  the  said  sheriff,  notwithstand 
ing  such  payment,  &c.,  by  virtue  of  the  said  writ  of  testa 
turn  fieri  facias,  (fee,  and  under  color  and  pretence  of  the 
same,  and  the  said  judgment  specified  therein,  at  Rye,  in  the 
said  county  of  West  Chester,  caused  to  be  levied  of  the  goods 
and  chattels  of  the  plaintiff,  to  wit,  1,000  barrels  of  flour,  &c., 
to  the  value  of  20,000  dollars,  and  the  said  flour  so  levied  on, 
did,  according  to  law,  then  and  there,  publicly  advertise  for 
sale  at  auction,  on  the  lOXh  December,  1808,  on  which  day,  &c., 
in  satisfaction  of  the  said  writ,  the  said  sheriff  did  sell  and 
dispose  of  the  said  goods  and  chattels,  to  the  great  damage 
and  loss  of  the  plaintiff,  whereby  his  credit  in  business  was, 
hath  been,  and  is,  by  occasion,  <&c.,  greatly  shaken,  impaired 
and  diminished,  &c. 

The  second  count  stated  the  issuing  of  the  testatum  fieri 
facias  to  the  sheriff  of  West  Chester,  and  averred  the  pay- 
ment and  satisfaction  of  the  debt,  afterwards,  to  wit,  on  the 
23d  September,  before  the  test.  fi.  fa,  was  levied,  and  although 
the  defendants  might  and  ought  to  have  countermanded  the 
execution  of  the  test.  fi.  fa.  by  the  sheriff,  to  whom  it  was  de- 
livered, so  as  to  have  prevented  the  goods  and  chattels  of  the 
plaintiff  from  being  sold  by  virtue  thereof;  yet  disregarding 
their  duty,  &c.,  the  defendants,  or  either  of  them,  did  not 
countermand  the  execution,  <&c.,  whereby,  &c.,  the  sheriff 
afterwards,  *&c.,  (as  in  the  first  count.)  And  after  the  said 
plaintiff  had  so  paid  and  satisfied  the  said  debt,  &c.,  mention 
ed  in  the  said  writ  of  test.  fi.  fa.  and  before  the  return  thereof- 
to  wit,  on  the  2d  December,  1808,  caused  to  be  levied,  &c.  (as 
in  the  first  count.) 

The  third  count  was  similar  to  the  first 

There  was  a  general  demurrer  to  the  declaration  and  joinder. 

Slosson,  in  support  of  the  demurrer.  1.  The  acUon  should 
have  been  trespass,  and  not  trespass  on  the  case.  The  ti'j.  fi> 
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fa.  having  expiredy  the  sheriff  of  Wt9t  Chester  bad  no  author- 
ity to  make  the  levy,  which  he  made  on  the  2d  December y  long 
after  its  return  day,  so  that  the  injury  was  a  trespass.  It  is 
true,  the  declaration  states  that  the  levy  was  made  before  the 
return  of  the  writ ;  but  this  can  only  mean,  that  it  was  before 
the  writ  was  actually  returned  and  filed  in  the  clerk's  office. 
A  writ  cannot  be  served  after  the  return  day  has  expired.  In 
the  case  of  Devoe  v.  Elliot^  (2  Caines,  243.J  it  was  expressly 
decided,  that  all  process  must  be  served  betore  the  expiration 
of  the  return  day.  The  same  principle  is  to  be  found  in  the 
case  of  Harvey  v.  Broad,  (6  Mod.  148.  159.  196.  8  Mod. 
225      2  Tidd's  Prac.  1072.     10  Finer,  Execution^  A.  a.  568.) 

The  bare  delivery  of  the  writ  to  the  sheriff  does  not  devest 
the  property  of  the  defendant  named  in  the  execution,  nor  give 
the  sheriff  such  an  interest,  that  he  may,  after  the  return  day, 
proceed  to  levy  and  sell.  In  the  case  of  SmaUcomb  v.  Cros$ 
and  others,  (1  Ld.  Raym.  252.  10  Viner,  566.  Comb.  145. 
2  Eq.  Cas.Abr.  381.  4  East,  539,  540.  TUd's  Prac.  915.) 
Chief  Justice  Holt  says,  "  that  if  a  writ  of  execution  be  deliv- 
ered to  the  sheriff  against  A.  and  A.  becomes  bankrupt  before 
it  is  executed,  the  execution  is  superseded,  and,  consequently, 
the  property  of  the  goods  is  not  absolutely  bound  by  the  dehv- 
ery  of  the  writ  to  the  sheriff." 

This  action  is  on  the  ground  of  a  malicious  execution  of 
the  writ ;  but  if  the  writ,  on  the  face  of  it,  had  expired  and 
was  dead,  it  could  not,  by  law,  be  executed.  ♦The  proceed- 
ings, afterwards,  were,  therefore,  a  trespass ;  and  trespass  on 
the  case  does  not  lie ;  this,  on  a  geneml  demurrer,  is  a  valid 
objection.  Where  the  injury  is  immediate,  it  is  trespass; 
where  it  is  consequential,  trespass  on  the  case  is  the  proper 
remedy.  If  the  defendants  did  order  the  sheriff  to  levy  the 
execution,  after  it  had  expired,  thev,  as  well  as  the  sheriff, 
were  trespassers ;  for  in  trespass,  all  are  principals.  (3  Wilt. 
377.) 

Again,  if,  by  the  operation  of  law,  the  execution  became 
dead,  after  the  time  of  its  return  had  expired,  it  was  not  the 
duty  of  the  attorney  to  countermand  it.  It  would  have  been 
an  act  of  supererogation  in  him,  to  direct  the  sheriff  not  to 
execute  a  writ,  which  by  law  he  could  not  execute. 

2.  No  action  will  lie  against  the  defendant  Ldvingston,  who 
was  the  attorney  of  Lewis.  The  declaration  states,  diat  Lewis, 
by  his  attorney,  Livingston,  issued  the  execution,  &c.,  and 
that  by  him,  he  ought  to  have  countermanded  it. 

Whenever  an  attorney  acts  in  the  course  of  his  professional 
duty,  he  is  not  personally  answerable,  unless  he  acts  without 
the  authorilhr  of  his  client,  or  is  guilty  of  irregularity.  (1  Mod. 
209.  3  fnls.  388.)  It  appears  from  the  declaration,  that 
Lewis  did  not  direct  Livingston  to  countermand  the  test.  Ji.  fa. 
be  was,  therefore,  justified  in  proceeding. 

If  there  be  one  of  several  defendants,  against  whom  no 

367 


ALBANY, 

August,  18Q9. 


[*463} 


Digitized  by 


Google 


458 


CASES  IN  THE  SUPREBiE  CX)URT 


ALBANY, 
August,  1809. 


[♦454] 


[•465] 


cause  of  action  exists,  this  may  be  taken  advantage  of  on  a 
general  demurrer.  {Herdy  and  Broads  $  case,  1  Lev.  41.  pL  5. 
Sir  John  Hayden's  case,  11  Co.  56.  s.  1.  Hob.  164. 199.  Cb. 
Eliz.  SO.) 

3.  The  plaintiff,  in  his  declaration,  ought  to  have  stated  a 
request  to  Lewis,  or  to  his  attorney,  to  countermand  the  iuL 
Ji.  fa.  since  he  knew  that  it  was  in  the  hands  of  the  shenC 
(1  Bos.  ^  Pull  388.) 

^Hoffman  and  Emmet,  contra.  Admitting  that  the  sheriff 
cannot  levy  an  execution  after  the  writ  has  expired,  yet  *he 
declaration  sets  forth  a  good  cause  of  action.  This  is  not  an 
ordinary  action  on  the  case  for  an  illegal  act  It  is  founded  on 
the  malice  of  the  defendants ;  it  is  in  the  nature  of  an  action 
for  a  conspiracy,  for  contriving  and  confederating  together,  to 
injure  the  plaintiff,  and  of  issuing  the  test.  Ji.  fa.  with  that 
intention,  and  for  that  purpose.  The  gist  of  the  action  is 
malice.  In  this  view  of  the  action,  there  can  be  no  doubt,  bat 
that  Lewis  and  his  attorney  may  be  joined. 

The  levy  is  alleged  to  have  been  made  before  the  return  of 
the  writ,  to  wit,  on  the  2d  December.  Where  the  day  is  alleged 
under  a  scilicet,  the  plaintiff  may,  at  the  trial,  prove  another 
day,  as  the  true  day  as  the  2d  September.  He  is  not  confined 
in  his  proof  to  the  exact  day.  Where  the  day  is  not  essential, 
it  cannot  be  objected,  on  a  general  demurrer,  that  the  day  is 
wrong.  In  ejectment,  if  the  ouster  is  laid  before  the  demise, 
but  under  a  scilicet,  the  day  mentioned  may  be  rejected  as 
surplusage.  Where  the  allegation  is  that  the  levy  was  before 
the  return  of  the  writ,  the  court  must  intend  it  to  be  before  the 
return  day.  Then,  if  the  words,  2d  December,  after  the  scUi- 
cet,  be  rejected,  the  averment  must  be  sufficient 

The  case  of  Barker  v.  Braham  and  Norwood,  (3  fVib.  368.) 
was  an  action  of  trespass,  and  the  writ  void  ab  initio.  There 
is  a  difference  between  acting  under  a  writ  void  ab  initio,  and 
a  writ  lawful  and  valid  in  its  origin.  It  is  to  be  observed,  also, 
that  in  that  case  the  attorney  was  joined  with  his  client  In 
JVentworth's  Pleadings,  (vol.  8.  p.  310.)  there  is  an  exact  pte- 
cedent  for  the  declaration  in  this  case,  and  which  was,  do 
doubt,  followed  by  the  attorney  who  drew  it 

*In  the  case  of  Scheibel  v.  Fairbain  and  another,  (1  Bos.  If 
PuH.  388.)  though  it  was  decided,  that  an  action  on  the  case 
would  not  lie  for  a  mere  lieglect  to  countermand  a  writ,  after 
the  debt  was  paid ;  yet  the  court  held,  that  if  the  injury  was 
vfilfil  and  malicious,  the  action  would  be  supported. 

The  present  action  is  not  for  a  nonfeasance,  or  neglect  of  duly, 
but  for  a  wilful  and  malicious  injury.  The  case  of  Waterer  t. 
Freeman  {Hob.  205,  206.  1  Brownl  12. J  is  a  stronger  case 
than  the  one  before  the  court.  This  is,  suDstantially,  an  action 
for  a  malicious  prosecution,  {Sel.  N.  P.  940.)  and  is  to  be 
tested  by  the  same  principles  as  an  action  of  that  description. 
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Admitting  that  the  action  would  not  lie  against  Livingston^ 
yet,  as  this  is  for  a  torty  there  may  be  judgment  against  the  other 
defendant. 

Slofioriy  in  reply.  If,  at  the  trial,  the  plaintiff  had  proved  a 
levy  on  the  2d  December,  he  would  have  maintained- the  issue ; 
the  only  way  to  take  advantage  of  a  wrong  day,  is  by  demurrer. 
If  the  time  is  material,  it  must  be  averred ;  and  it  is  then  tra- 
versable. Here  the  day  was  material,  for  it  was  essential 
whether  the  return  day  had  expired  before  the  levy,  or  not 
Though  the  day  be  laid  under  a  scilicet,  yet  if  it  be  material, 
the  words  before  the  day  may  be  rejected  as  surplusage.  (5  Com. 
Dig,  Plead.  C.  19.) 

If  it  be  admitted,  that  no  action  lies  against  the  attorney, 
then  no  judgment  can  be  given  against  him,  on  this  demurrer. 

Where  the  act  is  not  illegal,  malice  alone  will  not  maintain 
this  action. 

Van  Ness,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court.  Whether 
the  defendants  are  liable  at  all  for  the  injury  of  which  the  plain- 
tiff complains,  will  depend  upon  a  more  perfect  disclosure  of 
&cts  hereafter.  We  are  satisfied  ^hat  upon  the  case,  as  stated 
in  this  declaration,  they  are  not  liable,  in  this  form  of  action. 

If  the  levy  and  sale  by  the  sheriff  of  West  Chester  were  made 
after  the  execution  in  his  hands  was  returnable,  he  acted  with- 
out authority  ;  for  afler  the  return  day  of  a^./a.  the  power  of 
the  sheriff  under  it  is  gone  ;  and  the  plaintiff  is  put  to  a  new 
execution,  if  he  wishes  to  pursue  the  defendant's  property. 
(Devoe  v.  Elliot,  2  Caines,  243.)  The  latest  period  which  the  law 
allows  for  the  service  of  an  execution^  is  the  dav  when  it  is 
returnable.  This  position  the  plaintiff's  counsel  seemed  to 
admit.  To  avert  the  consequences  resulting  firom  it,  they  con- 
tended, that  it  is  not  positively  averred,  that  the  levy  and  sale 
were  made  afler  the  return  day  of  the  execution.  This  leads 
to  a  consideration  of  the  point,  whether  the  day  on  which  the 
levy  b  stated  to  have  been  made  in  this  case,  is  material  or  not, 
or,  in  other  words,  whether  the  plaintiff,  upon  a  trial,  may  be 
permitted  to  prove  that  the  levy  was  made  on  any  other  day 
than  that  laid  in  the  declaration. 

I  consider  the  day,  here,  to  be  material,  and,  consequently, 
that  the  plaintiff  would  not,  on  the  trial,  be  permitted  to  prove 
the  service  of  the  execution  on  any  other  day  than  that  stated 
in  the  declaration.  If  we  are  correct  in  this,  it  will  be  found, 
either  that  the  defendants  are  not  liable  at  all,  or,  if  liable,  that 
this  is  not  the  proper  form  of  action.  The  plaintiff  is  bound 
to  show,  not  only  that  he  has  sustained  an  injury,  for  which  the 
law  gives  him  a  right  of  action,  but  also  that  he  has  such  right, 
in  the  particular  form  of  action,  to  which  he  has  resorted  for  a 
satisfaction.      The  gravamen,  in  the  first  count,  is,  that  the 
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ALBANY,  defendants  maliciously  caused  and  procured  the  sheriff  of  West 
^^^^^^^J^^l^  Chester  to  execute  the  test,  Ji,  fa,  in  his  hands,  after  the  pay- 
ment of  the  judgment  to  the  sheriff  of  JVcM?-Forfc,  on  the  exe- 
cution, previously  delivered  to  him.  And  it  is  averred,  that 
the  sheriff  of  ^fVest  Chester  made  his  levy  on  the  2d  day  of 
December^  (laid  under  a  videlicet,)  which  was  after  the  execu- 
tion was  returnable ;  and  that  he  sold,  on  the  tenth  of  the  same 
month,  which  is  also  laid  under  a  videlicet.  If  the  levy  and  sale 
did,  in  fact,  take  place  on  those  days,  the  sheriff  was  wholly 
unauthorized  ;  and  if  the  defendants  caused  and  procured  the 
proceedings,  nothing  can  be  clearer,  than  that  they  are  all  irtf- 
passers,  because  the  taking  the  plaintiff's  property,  in  that 
case,  was  unlawful,  and  the  injury  resulting  Uierefrom  was 
direct  and  immediate,  and  not  consequential.  It  is  in  this 
point  of  view,  that  we  deem  the  day  here  to  be  material. 

The  general  rule  of  law  on  this  subject  is  laid  down  with 
great  precision  and  accuracy,  by  Sir  William  Blacksione, 
(arsruendoy)  in  the  case  of  the  Bishop  of  Lincoln  and  another 
V.  Wolfreston.  (1  Bl  Rep.  495.)  "  The  true  distinction,"  be 
says,  ^^  is,  that  where  the  time  at  which  a  fiict  happened  is  im- 
material, and  it  might  as  well  have  happened  at  another  day, 
there,  if  alleged  under  a  scilicet,  it  is  absolutely  nugatory,  and 
is,  therefore,  not  traversable ;  and  if  it  be  repugnant  to  the 
premises,  it  shall  not  vitiate  the  plea,  but  the  scilicet  itself  shall 
be  rejected  as  superfluous  and  void.  But  where  the  precise 
time  is  the  very  point  and  gist  of  the  cause,  there  the  time 
alleged  by  a  scilicet  is  conclusive  and  traversable  ;  and  it  shall 
be  intended  to  be  the  true  time,  and  no  other,"  &c. 

It  was  said  on  the  argument,  that  as  the  day  in  this  case  was 
laid  under  a  scilicet,  the  plaintiff  was  not  bound  to  conform  his 
proof  to  the  particular  day  stated.  This  is  true  only  when  the 
day  is  immaterial ;  the  well-settled  rule  being,  that  if  the  day 
laid  Be  material,  it  must  be  proved,  notwithstanding  it  be  laid 
under  a  scilicet,  (a) 


(a)  A  material  fiust  may  be  traversed  or  denied  thouffh  laid  nnder  a  riddud. 
Hastings  v.  Lovering,  2  Pick.  Rep.  223.  Glettson  v.  JifVickar,  7  Cow.  Rep.  42. 
"The  effect,"  saya  Mr.  Stephen,  "  and  object  of  the  videlicet  is  to  mark  that  the 
party  does  not  undertake  to  prove  the  precise  place.  Andy  accordingly,  there 
18  some  doobt  whether  the  omission  of  a  videlicet  does  not  occasion  a  necesaty, 
in  the  event  of  a  traverse  even  of  a  transitory  matter,  of  provmf  the  place  alleged. 
On  the  other  hand,' however,  it  is  clear  that,  where  the  place  is  material,  or,  in 
other  words,  where  the  matter  is  local,  the  use  of  videlicet  will  not  prevent  the 
necessity  of  proving  the  venue  laid.  This  doctrine  as  to  a  vid^ieet,  it  will  be 
observed,  is  not  peculiar  to  venue,  but  applies  to  many  other  points  in  which 
certainty  is  required  in  pleading.*'  Steph.  on  Plead.  342*  343.  (2d  Am,  ed.)  See 
Arnold  v.  Bate,  ^  M.  ^  S.  173.  Bray  v.  Freeman,  2  B.  Moo.  114.  Crispi*  ▼• 
WaUamson,  8  Taunt.  107.  Draper  v.  GarraU,  2  B.fy  C.2.  See  also  Go^d  m 
Pleading,  68,  69.  Jansen  v.  Ostrander,  1  Cow.  Rep,  676.  Att.  General  v.  Jrf 
ferys,  1  M'CUl.  ^  Y,  277. 
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It  is  of  impcMtance,  that  the  boundaries  between  the  differ-     ALBANY. 
ent  actions  should  be  preserved,  particularly  between  *the  ac-   Augmi^jm 
tions  of  trespass  and  case.     In  the  case  of  Sevignac  v.  RoomCy        vail 
(6  Term  Rep.  125^)  the  judgment  was  arrest^,  after  a  trial     t     ^'  ^ 
and  verdict  for  the  plaintiff,  because  it  appeared  from  the  dec-  Liy»a8Toir. 
laration,  that  the  action  ought  to  have  been  trespass y  and  not 
cast.    The  case  of   Benn%u  v.  Guyldley,  ( Cro.  Jac.  505,  506.) 
is  80  exactly  like  the  present,  that  I  think  it  proper  to  state  the 
substance  of  it     It  was  an  action  on  the  case.     The  declara- 
tion stated,  that  the  defendant  recovered  a  judgment  against 
the  plaintiff,  part  of  which  was  afterwards  paid,  and  the  resi- 
due released ;   and  the  defendant  covenanted  that  he  would 
withdraw  all  process  of  execution  for  the  same.     The  declara- 
tion further  stated  that  the  defendant,  intending  to  vex  him,  &c.y 
served  a  ca.  sa.  returnable  3  TVin.  following,  which  he  deliv- 
ered to  the  sheriff  to  execute,  who  by  force  thereof,  afterwards, 
to  wit,  on  the  20th  day  of  Jix/v,  &c.,  arrested  and  detained  him, 
until  he  paid  the  amount  of  the  judgment.     The  defendant 
pleaded  that  the  sheriff  did  not  arrest  by  his  appointment ;  to 
which  plea,  being  vicious,  the  plaintiff  demurred.  At  the  argu-        i 
meat,  the  defendant  did  not  maintain  the  plea,  but  took  sev- 
eral exceptions  to  the  declaration,  one  of  which  was,  that  it 
was  shown,  that  the  sheriff  made  the  arrest  on  the  20tA  Jitlyy 
which  was  long  after  the  retum.of  the  turit ;  so  it  was  done 
without  warrant,  and  is  false  imprisonment,  in  the  sheriff  who 
took  him  by  color  of  that  process,  and  for  that  cause  prin- 
cipally, the  declaration  was  held  to  be  ill  by  all  the  court 

The  principles  upon  which  this  case  was  decided,  have  been 
repeatedly  recognized  since.  {Green  v.  Rennet,  1  Term  Rep. 
656.  Pope  V.  Foster,  4  Term  Rep,  590.)  We  are  of  opinion, 
therefore,  that  the  plaintiff  cannot  recover  in  this  form  of  action, 
for  the  injury  stated  in  the  first  count,  (a) 

*The  second  and  third  counts  state  the  issuing  of  the  two  [  *  469  J 
executions,  with  some  immaterial  variations,  as  in  the  first 
count ;  and  that  the  amount  of  the  judgment  was  paid  by  the 
plaintiff  to  Livingston,  one  of  the  defendants.  The  ground 
of  complaint  is,  that  after  the  payment  of  the  judgment,  the 
defendants  were  bound  to  have  countermanded  the  service  of 
the  execution,  delivered  to  the  sheriff  of  West  Chester,  so  as  to 
have  prevented  the  plaintiffs  goods  from  being  levied  on  and 
sold,  &c.,  and  that  the  defendants,  maliciously  intending  to  in- 

(a)  Trespau  will  not  lie  for  an  act  done  under  procesf ,  Talid  on  Uie  ftce  of 
it.  and  refpilarly  issued  by  a  court  of  competent  joriedicUon ;  bat  for  an  abuse 
of  Itwful  process,  ttiaUer  et  nudidose^  an  action  on  the  ease  is  the  only  remedy. 
An  alia$  execution,  issued  aAer  the  original  one  had  been  paid,  but  returned  un- 
eodorsed  on  a  judgment  not  appearing  from  the  record  to  be  satisfied,  reversed, 
or  set  aside,  is  a  valid  execution,  and  the  debtor,  if  af  grieved,  can  obtain  re- 
dress only  by  audita  querela,  or  an  action  on  the  ease  for  a  wrongful  and  mali- 
cious abuse  of  the  authority  of  the  law.    I/uddutgUm  v.  Peek,  2  Omit.  B^.  700. 
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jure  the  plaintifT,  did  not  countermand,  and  that  the  sheriff  of 
f^Vest  Chester  did  afterwards,  and  before  the  "  return  of  the 
execution,  to  toit,  on  the  2d  December,^'  seize,  and,  afierwanb, 
sell  the  plaintiff's  ffoods. 

If  it  be  true,  that  after  the  return  of  the  writ,  its  force  was 
spent,  then  the  defendants  certainly  had  no  reason  to  appre- 
hend that  the  sheriff  would  proceed  upon  it,  and  they  were 
under  no  legal  or  moral  obligation  to  countermand  it.  It  be- 
ing unlawful  for  the  sheriff  to  proceed,  they  had  a  right  to 
presume  that  he  would  not  proceed.  The  sheriff  acted  with- 
out any  directions  from  them,  and  it  would,  therefore,  be 
unjust  to  hold  them  responsible  for  his  misconduct,  {a)  In 
this  state  of  the  case,  it  cannot  but  be  seen,  that  the  day  of 
the  levy  becomes  the  turning  point,  and  is,  therefore,  an 
important  and  material  fact.  That  being  the  case,  the  plaintiff 
is  bound  by  the  very  day  laid  in  the  declaration.  The  allega- 
tion, that  the  defendants,  "  wilfully  and  maliciously,"  neglect- 
ed to  countermand,  and  present  a  further  proceeding  on  the 
execution,  does  not  alter  the  case  ;  for,  if  the  law  did  not 
impose  it  upon  them,  as  a  duty  to  countermand,  then  omitting 
to  do  so,  whatever  may  have  been  their  motives  for  the  omis- 
sion, will  not  subject  them  to  an  action. 

It  was  said  by  the  plaintiff's  counsel,  that  in  these  two 
counts,  it  is  alleged,  that  the  levy  was  made  "  before  the  retura 
of  the  execution,"  and  that  the  day,  (2d  December,)  •after- 
wards, being  laid  under  a  scilicet,  ought  to  be  rejected  as 
surplusage.  The  declaration  then  would  stand  without  any 
day,  as  to  the  time  when  the  levy  was  made.  Without  stop- 
ping to  inquire  how  far  it  would  be  vicious  for  that  caose, 
I  proceed  to  give  the  more  conclusive  answer  to  this  argument 
A  scilicet  repugnant  to  the  preceding  matter  is  void,  and  maj, 
of  course,  be  rejected  as  surplusage*  But  when  a  scilicet  is  not 
repugnant  to  the  preceding  matter,  but  will  agree  with  it, 
then  the  scilicet  is  a  direct  affirmation,  and  shall  be  taken 
positively.  The  levy  here  is  said  to  have  been  made  "  before 
the  return  of  the  execution."  This  may  well  mean,  and  so  it 
ought  to  be  understood, before  the  actual  return  of  the  execution, 
into  the  office ;  and  then  it  is  entirely  reconcilable  with  the 
time  when  it  is  alleged  the  execution  was  served,  viz.  the  second 
otDeCHmber, 


^a)  The  g^eneral  rule  is,  that,  where  the  subject  matter  of  any  suit  ii  Biot 
within  Uie  jurisdiction  of  the  court  applied  to  for  redress,  erery  thing  done  if 
absolutely  void,  and  the  ofBcer,  as  well  as  party ,  is  a  trespasser ;  but  when  the 
subject  is  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court,  and  the  want  of  jurisdictioB  it 
to  the  person  or  place,  then  the  officer  is  excused,  unless  the  want  of  juiisffi^ 
tion  appear  on  the  process.  Stnith  v.  SkaWj  12  Johru.  Rep.  S67.  Trespass  lief 
against  a  party  at  whose  instance  a  void  warrant  is  issued  against  a  peiton 
pririleged  from  arrest.  Curry  t.  Pringle.  11  Johns.  Rep.  444.  But  neither  the 
sheriff  nor  Uie  plaintiff  is  liable  to  an  action  of  trespass  for  arresting  an  in- 
solvent  debtor  who  has  been  duly  discharged,  and  who  is  not  liabK  to  be 
detained  in  custody.  Cameron  v.  Ughtfbot.li  W.  Block.  Rep.  1190.  LuddingtM 
v.  Peekf  2  Conn.  Rep.  700.  Tarlton  v.  Fiskor,  2  Doug.  Rqf.  671. 
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The  cme  of  TVenoaKer  ▼.  Keynty  {Cro.  Jac.  620.)  appears     Albany, 
lo  be  io  point     Withouit  giving  any  opinion  on  the  other  ,^^^^lJ^^ 
points  njsed  in  the  argument,  we  are  of  opinion,  that  the  de- 
murrer is  well  taken,  and  that  the  defendants  are  entitled  to 
judgment* 

Judgment  for  the  defendants. 


*Sluby  against  Champlin.  [*  461] 

THIS  was  an  action  for  money  paid,  laid  out  and  expended  Where  the  wit- 
by  the  plaintiff,  for  the  defendant,  at  his  request.     The  defend-  "^•^Jll*.*^ 

til  •  11  /•!•••  mi       ^^  absent  out 

ant  pleaded  non  astumpnty  and  the  statute  of  limitations.  The  of  the  state, 
cause  was  tried  at  the  last  sittings  in  New-York.  EJiSd^JJuiiip^'ls 

The  defendant,  on  the  15th  Jt/Zy,  1794,  became  bound  as  sufficient/^th- 
principal,  to  the  Vmied  States,  in  the  penal  sum  of  4,620  dol-  J^HI^g^ 
fats,  for  securing  certain  duties,  payable  to  the  United  States^  the  obligor,  {a) 
on  a  cargo  of  salt,  imported  into  Baltimore^  amounting  to  JI^'J^eiiM*^ 
1,869  dollars  and  15  cents;  and  the  plaintiff,  at  his  request,  civeD  to  the 
became  his  surety  in  the  bond.  The  amount  of  the  bond  was  ^^i^^f*^ 
paid  by  the  plaintiff  to  the  collector  of  Baltimore^  who  gave  a.  is  meptioned 
him  the  following  receipt :  **  Received  at  Baltimore,  August  ^  Jj^^  a'^S^ 
2 1  St,  1795,  from  Nicholas  Sluby,  1,869  dollars  and  15  cents,  surety, pays  the 
it  being  for  duty  on  salt  imported  by  Oliver  Champlin  in  the  ^^"niain  an"^^. 
ship  Argo,  Captain  Schale,  entered,  and  the  duties  bonded  for  tion  or  oMttrnp- 
by  him,  with  Nicholas  Sluby,  as  security  to  the  said  bond."         ih<MiSr*inVact| 

The  defendant  left  Baliirnore  in  August  or  September,  1794,  a  third  person 
at  which  time  Sluby  was  absent,  and  his  agent,  in  behalf  of  o^^'^'^f  'Sc 
Slttby,  applied  to  the  defendant,  before  his  departure,  to  indem-  goods.  The  pos- 
nify  him  against  the  payment  of  the  bond  ;  and  the  defendant  S^d*°and  t^ 
answered,  that  he  expected  to  return  before  the  bond  became  collector's  re- 
doe,  and  would  provide  for  the  payment  of  it.  S^Siur*  ^^• 

The  clerk  of  the  plaintiff  also  testified,  that  the  defendant  dence  of  the 
i%as  supercaigo  of  the  said  ship  Argo,  in  .which  the  salt  was  JJ^^"*  ^  Jj 
imported ;  that  Daniel  Parker  is  credited  with  the  amount  of  defeudant,   on 


balance  due  Sluby  fy  Co.  on  the  said  account  of  2,056  dollars  **f,;„ jj^  jf  ^{JJ 
and  31  cents  ;  and  at  the  bottom  of  Daniel  Parker* s  account,  in  wS° give  'time 
the  ledger  of  Shtby  if  Co.^  is  a  memorandum  in  the  hand-writ-  J^'^JiSTt'^M*! 

knowledgment 
lo  prevent  the  operation  of  the  statute  of  Umitatioos.(6) 

(c)  /mA  V.  DruH,  4  W^.  Rtp,  SIS.    6  Cow.  Rep,  165. 

{h\  See  Semi*  ▼.  OeUtoUy  IS  Jb/uit.  Rtp.  511,  and  the  ^mmcon  cases  there  cited,  and  Pwrdy  r.  Austm, 
3  tVemd.  Rep.  187,  and  the  American  cases  there  referred  to }  see  also  BrocUy  v.  Field,  3  Wmd,  Rep,  tit 

879 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


462 


CASES  IN  THE  SUPREME  COURT 


ALBANY, 

August,  1809. 


[*463] 


ing  of  the  plaintiff,  as  follows :  *^  The  balance  of  this  account 
is  due  from  either  Daniel  Parker  or  Oliver  Chomplin^  except 
what  has  been  paid  to  TrtmbuH^  Forbes  fy  Co.  bb  per  their 
accounts.     Nicholas  Slttby^ 

It  appeared  that  Sluby  fy  Co.  had  charged  to  DarUdrarJcer, 
in  their  books,  several  sums  of  money  advanced  to  the  defend- 
ant ;  and  that  no  part  of  the  balance  of  the  account  had  been 
received  from  Parker, 

The  bond  for  the  duties  contained  the  following  recital  and 
condition :  "  Whereas,  Oliver  Champlin  has  imported  in  the 
ship  ArgOy  whereof  John  Schale  is  master,  which  said  ship 
arrived,  and  made  due  entry  in  the  port  of  Baltimore,  on  the 
15th  Jidy,  1794,  sundry  goods,  &c.,  liable  to  pay  duties,  Slc 
Now  the  condition  of  the  above  obligation,  is  such,  that  if  the 
above  bounden  Oliver  Champlin,  Nicholas  Sluby  and  Stqphen 
Casenave,  &c.,  shall  pay,  &c.,  on  or  before  the  16th  August 
next,  then,"  &c.  There  was  but  one  witness  to  the  bond,  who 
was  at  the  time  a  resident  at  Baltimore,  but  had  been  absent 
for  a  long  time,  in  foreign  parts,  and  when  last  heard  of  was 
at  Leghorn. 

The  hand-writing  of  this  witness  was  proved,  and  also  timt 
it  was  usual  at  Baltimore,  to  execute  bonds  of  a  similar  nature, 
in  the  same  way  as  the  bond  in  question  was  executed,  with- 
out affixing  seals.  The  defendant's  counsel  objected  to  the 
proof  of  the  execution  of  the  bond,  as  insufficient,  but  the 
objection  was  overruled. 

It  appeared,  that  when  the  defendant  was  arrested,  he  did 
not  deny  the  demand,  but  expressed  his  sur{Mrise  that  it  had 
not  been  paid  by  Parker:  and  promised  ^o  meet  the  plaintiff, 
br  the  purpose  of  settling  the  accounts,  if  the  plaintiff  would 
give  time  for  the  payment. 

On  this  evidence,  the  defendant  moved  for  a  nonsuit,  bat  the 
motion  was  '^^rrnled  ;  and  the  judge  charged  the  jury,  that 
he  did  not  think  the  evidence  sufficient  to .  warrant  them  in 
finding  that  the  bonds  were  executed  by  the  plaintiff,  as  secu- 
rity, Oil  the  exclusive  credit  of  Parker ^  and  if  not,  the  defend- 
ant was  liable.  He,  however,  left  it  with  the  jury  to  deter- 
mine, whether  the  plaintiff  had  become  surety,  on  the  credit 
of  Parker,  or  of  the  defendant,  and  to  find  accordingly. 

The  jury  found  a  verdict  for  the  plaintiff,  for  3,891  dollars 
and  4  cents ;  being  the  amount  paid  by  the  plaintiff,  wi& 
interest  from  the  time  it  was  paid. 

A  motion  was  made  to  set  aside  the  verdict,  and  for  a  new 
trial. 


O.  Edwards,  for  the  defendant  1.  There  was  not  suffid^t 
proof  of  the  execution  of  the  bond.  The  proof  was  only  of 
the  hand-writing  of  the  witness,  and  his  absence.  The  hand- 
writingof  the  obligor  ought,  also,  to  have  been  proved.  (5 
TermUep.ani. 
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KsNTy  Ch.  J.  Was  not  this  point  decided  in  the  case  of 
Mott  y.  Dougherty  1     (1  Johns.  Cos.  230.) 

In  that  case^  the  witness  was  dead.  The  Court  of  K.  B;  in 
England^  has  decided,  that  the  proof  of  the  hand-writing  of 
the  contracting  party  is  requisite.  (7  Term  Rep.  265.  and 
note.  WaUis  y.  Delmcey,  Doug.  93.  and  note.)  By  a  statdte 
of  26  Geo.  III.  c.  37.  s.  38.  bonds  and  deeds,  executed  in  the 
East  Ihdiesy  when  the  subscribing  witness  resides  there,  are 
made  eyidence  in  Great  Britain^  on  proof  of  the  hand-writing 
of  the  parties^  and  the  witnesses. 

*If  tne  doctrine,  which  will  be  contended  for  on  the  part  of 
the  plaintiff,  existed,  there  would  haye  been  no  necessity  for 
such  a  statute. 

Proof  of  the  hand-writing  of  a  witness  is  not  the  highest 
eyidence.  The  rule  is  not  to  be  taken  in  an  absolute  and  un- 
qualified sense;  such  eyidence  is  to  be  receiyed  no  further 
than  is  n^ecessary.  If  it  should  be  allowed,  in  all  cases,  simply 
to  proye  the  hand-writing  of  a  witness  who  is  absent,  frauds 
might  be  easily  practised,  by  procuring  any  yagabond  as  a  wit- 
ness, and  preying  his  hand-writing. 

2.  There  was  not  sufficient  proof  of  the  pajrment  of  the 
money;  the  collector's  receipt  was  not,  of  itself,  sufficient 
eyidence. 

3.  The  proof  of  the  acknowledgment  of  the  debt  was  not 
sufficient  to  preyent  the  operation  of  the  statute  of  limitations. 
It  was  made  after  the  arrest  of  the  defendant,  and  was  not 
direct  or  positiye. 

Hoffman f  contra.  1.  It  has  been  settled  in  England^  that 
the  proof  of  the  hand-writing  of  the  witness,  who  is  beyond 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  court,  is  sufficient ;  (2  «Se/.  N.  P.  474. 
560.  2  Eaat^  Rep.  183.  250.)  and  it  appears  to  haye  been  so 
decided  by  this  court,  in  ttie  case  ot'  Molt  v.  Dougherty,  l 
cannot  discoyer  any  ground  for  a  distmctioa  between  an  ab- 
sent witness  and  one  who  is  dead.  The  supposed  fraud  or 
abuse  may  exist  in  the  one  case,  as  well  as  in  the  other ;  but 
we  are  not  allowed  to  argue  from  the  abuse  of  the  rule,  nor 
fixMn  the  possibility  that  a  fraud  may  be  committed. 

2.  The  proof  of  payment  was  positiye,  and  the  receipt  is 
also  produced. 

3.  The  slightest  acknowledgment  is  sufficient  to  take  a  cause 
out  of  the  statute  of  limitations.  In  the  case  of  Bryan  y. 
Horseman^  (4  Easfs  Rep.  599.^  it  was  held,  that  the  acknowl- 
edgment of  the  defendant  to  tne  sheriff,  who  arrested  him,  that 
he  owed  the  plaintiff,  was  sufficient.  Though,  *by  the  form  of 
pleading,  it  is  a  new  promise,  yet  it  is  considered  as  a  reyiyal 
of  the  former  debt 

4.  The  case  of  Tom  y.  Goodrich  (2  Johns.  Rep.  213.)  is 
decisiye  on  this  point    The  court  will  not  look  beyond  the 
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ALBANY,    bond^  whidi,  on  the  ihoe  of  it,  is  a  bond  with  sureties. 
Augost,  1809.   Hj^  y^^  ^^  importer  <^  the  goods ;  and  an  implied  assumpdl 
is  raised  by  the  bond,  from  him,  as  the  principal,  to  his  suretjr. 

Harison^  on  the  same  side,  was  slopped  by  the  coarL 

Wellsy  in  reply.  1.  The  admission  of  the  proof  of  the 
band-writing  of  an  absent  witness,  is  certainly  a  depaiture 
from  the  ancient  rule.  It  was  first  laid  down  by  Lord  Jfcnu* 
fields  {Peake's  N.  P.  100.)  in  the  case  of  Coghlmv.  mUum- 
son.  (Doug,  93.)  It  is  admitted  that  the  witness  is  living, 
and  in  a  situation  to  be  examined,  under  a  commission ;  why, 
then,  should  the  plaintiff  be  excused  from  producing  the  best 
evidence  the  nature  of  the  case  admits? 

In  the  case  of  fVallis  v.  Delancey^  (7  Ttrm  Rep.  266.  note.) 
Lord  Kenyan  did  not  consider  proof  of  the  hand-writing  of 
the  witness  who  was  absent  as  sufficient,  without  also  proving 
the  hand-writing  of  the  obUgor.  In  Barnes  v.  Trompow$hfy 
(7  Term  Rep.  2^.  note.)  he  admits  the  introduction  of  a  new 
practice  or  rule.  As  this  court  have  not,  as  yet,  adopted  the 
relaxation  from  the  ancient  rule,  the  propriety  and  expediency 
<^  such  a  relaxation  may  be  considered. 

The  great  expense  attending  the  execution  of  a  commission 
abroad,  is  one  reason  given,  for  adopting  the  relaxation  in 
England,  But  the  same  difficulty  and  expense  does  not  attend 
the  executing  commissions  in  this  country.  Courts  have  gone 
&r  enough,  in  admitting  proof  of  the  hand-writing  of  witnesses 
who  are  dead. 

The  reason  assigned  for  receiving  evidence,  as  to  the  hand- 
writing of  absent  witnesses,  is,  that  they  are  out  of  the  juris- 
diction of  the  court.  It  is  only  for  a  witness,  then,  to  crosB 
[♦466]  the  H^d^on  into  New- Jersey ^  to  enable  the  *party  to  give  the 
secondary,  or  inferior  species  of  evidence,  arising  from  the 
proof  of  his  hand-writing.  There  is  no  hardship  in  requiring 
the  additional  proof  of  the  hand-writing  of  the  obligor. 

In  the  case  of  Mott  v.  Dougherty ^  the  witness  was  dead^  and 
the  only  point,  before  the  court,  was,  as  to  the  sufficiency  of 
the  proof  of  his  hand-writing.  The  rule,  for  which  we  coo- 
tend,  is  a  security  against  frauds,  and  the  inconvenienoe  is  too 
inconsiderable  to  form  an  objection  against  it. 

2.  The  receipt  of , the  collector  ought  to  have  been  proved, 
or  authenticated ;  and  it  may  be  a  question,  whether  that  re- 
ceipt dischai^ed  the  bond,  or  would  be  a  suffici^it  defence  to 
a  suit  brought  by  the  United  States, 

3.  The  plaintiff  did  not  execute  the  bond  on  the  credit  of 
the  defendant,  but  that  of  Parker,  He  knew  that  Parifccr  was 
the  owner  of  the  goods.  In  the  case  of  Tom  v.  OoodruAi 
there  was  no  other  evidence  than  the  bond  itself  In  the  case 
of  Taylor  v.  Mils  and  MagnaU^  (Coup.  525.)  other  evidence 
was  admitted,  and  MagnaUj  though  not  a  party  to  the  bond 
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was  held  responsible.  The  defendant  ai^ars  in  the  chanu> 
ter  of  supercargo  or  agent.  In  r^;ard  to  the  United  States^ 
as  to  the  payment  of  the  duties  for  the  goods,  he  was  princi- 
pal ;  but  not  so  in.regard  to  the  plaintiff,  who  knew  Parker, 
and  the  relation  in  which  the  defendant  stood  towards  him,  as 
the  owner  of  the  goods.  The  plaintiff  and  the  defendant 
were,  in  fact,  sureties  for  Parker;  and  one  surety  cannot 
maintain  an  action  at  law  against  his  co-surety,  for  the  money 
be  has  paid.  The  account  produced  by  the  plaintiff  states 
Parker  as  the  principal,  and  the  defendant  as  agent.  The 
whole  of  the  proceeds  of  the  cargo  were  received  by  the 
plaintiff,  and  passed  to  the  credit  of  Parker.  The  evidence  is 
conclusive  that  Parker  was  the  principal  in  this  transaction, 
and  so  considered  by  the  plaintiff. 

*4.  It  is  true,  a  very  slight  acknowledgment  will  take  a 
debt  out  of  the  statute,  but  there  must  be  satisfiw^tory  evidence 
of  the  existence  of  the  original  debt.  The  defendant  expressed 
his  surprise  at  the  demand.  He  said  that  the  plaintiff  must 
be  paid.  This  would  be  sufficient,  if  there  was  not  another 
person  who  ought  to  pay,  or  if  there  was  clearly  an  original 
debt  of  the  defendant. 


ALBANY, 
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Yates,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court.  1 .  It  appears 
to  be  a  settled  principle,  and  not  contested  by  the  counsel  on 
the  part  of  the  defendant,  that  when  the  witnesses  to  an  in- 
strument are  dead,  their  hand-writing  may  be  proved.  I  can- 
not discover  the  distinction  between  such  a  case,  and  the  one 
now  before  us.  The  witness  is  without  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
court,  and  absent  in  foreign  parts,  so  that  it  is  not  in  the  power 
of  the  party  to  procure  his  attendance. 

The  cases  adduced  do  not  establish  a  contrary  doctrine. 
At  most,  it  appears,  that  no  fixed  rule,  for  some  time,  existed 
on  this  subject  in  England,  The  argument  that  frauds  may 
be  practised,  applies,  with  greater  force,  where  the  witnesses 
are  dead.  In  cases  like  the  present,  a  better  opportunity  for 
detection  is  afforded.  The  witness  miffht  afterwards  return, 
and  the  whole  transaction  be  more  readily  brought  home  to  the 
party  guilty  of  the  fraud.  I  think  the  case  of  moit  v.  Dough* 
erty,  (1  Johns.  Cases,  230.)  establishes  the  law  on  this  subject 
The  proof  of  the  hand-writing  of  a  deceased  witness  was 
deemed  sufficient;  and  on  that  occasion  the  court  say,  that  the 
cases  in  support  of  the  rule  are  reasonable ;  that  some  relate 
to  absent  witnesses ;  but  the  principle,  in  all,  is  the  same.  The 
proof,  therefore,  in  this  cause,  of  the  hand-writing  of  the 
subscribing  witness,  absent  in  foreign  parts,  without  proving 
the  obligor's  hand-writing,  was  sufficient 

*2.  The  possession  of  the  bond,  together  with  the  collects 
or's  receipt,  I  think,  is  competent  evidence  of  the  payment  of 
the  money.    No  reasonable  account  can  be  given,  how  the 
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plaintifT  obtained  the  possession  of  It,  without  the  previom 
fact  of  payment;  and  connecting  with  it  the  circumstance 
that  the  collector  would  be  liable  on  this  receipt,  for  the 
amount,  to  the  United  States,  it  must  be  deemed  sufficient,  at 
least  in  the  first  instance. 

The  next  point  is,  that  the  plaintiff  became  surety  on  the 
credit  of  Daniel  ParJcery  and  not  of  the  defendant 

No  right  existed  in  the  plaintiff  to  charge  Daniel  Parker 
with  the  amount  of  the  duties.  It  appears  by  the  bond,  that 
the  plaintiff  became  surety  for  the  defendant ;  and  a  subse- 
quent assumption  by  ParJcer  to  pay  the  amount  does  not  ap- 
pear. If  such  an  arrangement  had  been  actually  made,  or  the 
amount  had  been  paid  by  him  to  the  plaintiff,  this  would  hare 
destroyed  the  defendant's  liability,  and  he  might  have  availed 
himself  of  it,  in  his  defence.  The  decision  of  this  court,  in 
the  case  of  Tom  v.  Goodrich,  (2  Johns,  Rep,  213.)  settles  this 
point.  Barber,  one  of  the  partners,  executed  bonds  to  the 
United  States,  for  duties  on  goods  imported,  on  account  of  the 
copartnership,  and  as  their  property,  and. Tom  became  surety 
in  the  bond.  The  court  established  this  principle ;  that  the 
claim  of  the  United  States  against  the  copartnership  became 
extinguished  bv  the  bond  of  the  individual  partner,  who  was 
alone  responsible,  and  that  the  surety,  who  had  paid  the 
money,  had  a  right  of  action  against  the  part^ler  only  who  had 
signed  the  bond. 

'  4.  As  to  the  objection,  that  the  evidence  of  the  acknowledg- 
ment of  the  debt  was  not  sufficient  to  take  it  out  of  the  statute 
of  limitations : 

*It  is  now  generally  received  as  law,  that  if  a  party  acknowl- 
edges a  debt  to  be  unpaid,  it  is  such  a  Waiver  of  the  protection 
of  the  statute  as  to  repel  the  presumption  of  payment,  being 
a  recognition  of  the  former  liability.  In  the  case  of  Hey  ling  y. 
Hastings,  (1  Salk,  29.)  the  defendant  denied  that  he  bought 
the  gooids,  but  said,  "  Prove  it,  and  I  ^ill  pay  you."  This  con- 
ditional promise  was  deemed  sufficient  to  take  it  out  of  the 
statute.  In  the  present  case,  the  defendant  said  the  debt 
ought  to  be  paid,  and  mentioned  eighteen  months  as  the  time 
he  wanted  for  payment.  This  is  a  promise,  sufficient  to  make 
him  liable.  The  declaration  that  he  would  overlook  the  papers, 
and  that  it  was  a  transaction  of  a  long  standing,  does  not  alter 
the  case. 

The  court  are  of  opinion,  that  the  motion  for  a  new  trial 
must  be  refused. 

Rule  refused. 
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Rawson  against  Turner^  Sheriff  of  Rensselaer. 

'  THIS  was  an  action  of  debt  The  declaration  stated  that,  ifanewihenff 
b  April  term,  1798,  the  plaintiff  recovered  a  judgment,  in  this  Smt^ from'^'iSs 
court,  against  Isaac  Bull,  for  458  dollars  and  2  cents,  which  predeceswr,  iw 
judgment  is  still  in  force,  &c. ;  that  on  the  1 1th  May,  1798,  the  for  ™^lpc' 
plaintiff  sued  out  a  ca.  sa,  on  the  said  judgment,  returnable  Uw^^a  voiun- 
before  the  said  justices  *of  the  said  court,  at,  &c.,  on  the  last  l  ^^^  J 
Tuesday  of  July  next ;  which  was,  on  the  same  day,  delivered  have^wSTcd In 
to  James  Dole,  then  the  sheriff  of  the  county  of  Rensselaer,  to  {^  •j"®  ^^ 
be  executed ;  that  Dole,  on  the  same  day,  arrested  Bull,  and  bu\^  ^SnSS 
kept  him  in  his^ustody;  and  Bull  was  kept  in  custody,  in  hw>hi«eiecUon, 
execution  of  the  said  judgment,  until  the  defendant,  on  the  ^de/  th^  ^ 
25th  April,  1803,  jie  then  being  sheriff  of  the  county  of  Rens-  J^'  "aiJd*^ 
selaer,  suffered  him  to  escape,  &c.,  whereby  an  action  hath  charaeihenew 

accrued,  &C.  shcnlr  for   the 

The  defendant  pleaded  the  general  issue,  with*a  notice  of  Moufofexecu- 
all  the  facts  afterwards  offered  in  evidence  at  the  trial.  ii2''oid*SerS^ 

The  cause  was  tried  at  the  Albany  circuit,  in  October,  1808,  if  be  has  once 
before  Mr.  Justice  Spencer,  SUn^wid  w^ 

The  plaintiff  proved  the  record  of  the  judgment,  and  offered  the  old  sbenflr, 
the  ca.  sa,  in  evidence ;  and  proved  that  Bull,  the  prisoner,  ■»<*   hliT^^nt 
was  duly  assigned,  with  the  gaol,  by  Dole,  on  the  20th  Novem-  again^him^Ub 
•    ber,  1800,  to  Moses  Vail,  then  sheriff,  and  by  Vail,  on  the  Ist  **^*^'  ^ 
February,  1801,  to  Michael  Henry,  his  successor  in  office,  and  Ltkn   arai^T 
by  Henry,  in  March,  1807,  to  Levinus  Lansing,  his  successor,  jj*  n«^  «eriff 
and  by  Lansing  to  the  defendant,  on  the  26th  Febrtiary,  1808 : 
that,  on  the  day  charged  in  the  declaration,  Bull  was  at  large, 
and  out  of  the  limits  of  the  gaol  of  Rensselaer  county  ;  and  that, 
at  the  time  of  the  last  assignment  of  the  prisoners,  Bull  was 
present,  and  shown  to  the  defendant,  as  one  of  the  prisoners 
assigned.     This  evidence  was  objected  to  by  the  defendant's 
counsel,  on  the  ground  that  it  was  not  averred  in  the  plaintiff's 
declaration  that  BtUl  was  ever  in  the  custody  of  the  defendant : 

(a)  See  IMtUjUld  r.  Brown,  1  Wend,  Rep.  404.    BfElro^  v.  Maneitu,  IS  Johm, 
Rem,  ISl. 
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but  the  objection  was  oTemiled  by  the  judgei  and  the  eYidenoe 
admitted. 

The  defendant  then  ^ve  in  evidence  the  record  of  a  judg- 
ment, recovered  in  Aprils  1802,  by  Dolt^  against  BvU  and  one 
Potter  J  on  a  bond  given  to  Pole,  as  sheriff,  for  the  gaol  liber- 
ties, granted  to  Bull,  and  that  the  recovery  was  for  nominal 
damages  only. 

^he  defendant  also  gave  in  evidence  the  record  of  a  judg- 
ment, recovered  by  the  plaintiff,  in  August  term,  1806,  against 
Dolt,  as  sheriff,  for  the  t$cape  of  Bum,  on  the  ca.  $a.  above- 
mentioned,  for  the  sum  of  458  dollars  and  2  cents. 

The  defendant  then  offered  to  prove  that  Doh  voluntarily 

Eermitted  Bull  to  escape.  This  was  objected  to,  but  admitted 
y  the  judge. 

By  consent,  Bull  was  sworn  as  a  witness,  and  testified,  that 
about  a  year  after  he  was  taken  into  custody,  Dole  permitted 
him  to  escape,  and  repeatedly  told  him  that  he  might  go  aboat 
his  business,  and  that  he  did  not  want  him  any  longer ;  that 
in  consequence  of  such  permission,  he  went  home,  and  staid 
two  weeks,  when  he  was  retaken  by  DoU,  and  kept  in  clo0e 
confinement,  where  he  remained  for  a  year  and  a  half;  that  be 
had  never  given  bail  or  security  to  tha  sheriff,  and  that,  while 
Lansing  was  sheriff,  he  fi'equently  went  at  large,  with  his 
knowledge.  '  ' 

It  was  admitted,  that  in  the  suit  brought  by  Rawson  against 
Dole^  the  plaintiff  recovered  for  a  negligent  escape  only. 

Dole,  who  was  called  as  a  witness,  testified,  that  he  had  no 
recollectioif  of  ever  giving  such  a  permission  to  Bull,  and  was 
confident  that  he  did  not,  otherwise  he  should  not  have  retaken 
him ;  that  Bu//,  while  in  custody,  was  very  troublesome,  and 
he  might  have  told  him  to  go  about  his  business. 

The  judge  charged  the  jury,  that  if  they  believed  Bull,  they 
ought  to  find  for  the  defendant ;  that,  as  he  swore  positively, 
and  Doh  merely  that  he  did  not  recollect  giving  the  peraiis- 
sion,  they  ought  to  believe  Bull,  in  preference,  so  as  to  avoid 
the  imputation  of  perjury. 

The  jury  found  a  verdict  for  the  defendant.  ' 

*A  motion  was  made  to  set  aside  the  verdict,  and  for  a  new 
thaL 


Foot,  for  the  plaintiff.  The  evidence  of  BvU,  that  JMt 
permitted  him  to  escape,  ought  not  to  have  been  admitted. 

After  the  assignment  by  Dole  to  Vail,  and  by  VaU  to  the 
defendant,  the  latter  was  estopped  firom  saying  that  BuU  was 
not  his  prisoner.  The  defendant,  having  received  BvJl  as  a 
prisoner,  and  having  been  assigned  to  him  as  such,  is  ^temped 
from  alleging  to  the  contrary.  (4  Com,  Dig,  76.  Cro.  £Sar. 
756.     Dyer,  196.) 

After  bole  had  permitted  Bull  to  escape,  a  new  execution 
might  have  issued,  under  the  statute ;  but  this  was  unnecessaiy 
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after  the  recaption  tad  stibsequeot  acquiescence  by  BuU^  who 
must  be  bound  by  such  acquiescence;  for  he  waa  present 
when  the  priacMiers  were  assigned,  and  submitted  to  the  as- 
signnient* 

Again,  the  judge  misdirected  the  jury.  Dole  said  that  he 
was  confident  he  did  not  give  permission  to  BtUl  to  go  at 
large.  The  testimony  of  the  two  witnesses  was  balanced,  and 
it  ought  to  have  been  left  to  the  jury  to  believe  the  one  whom 
they  thought  most  credible.  DoU^s  evidence  was  corroborated 
by  the  fact  of  BtdTs  continuing  in  custody. 

BmteUy  contra.  1.  The  ca,  sa.  on  which  Bull  was  arrest- 
ed was  void.  It  was  issued  subsequent  to  the  act  of  1799, 
{GreenUafU  ed.  of  La%o$^  vol.  3,  p.  6L  Drake  v.  Miller ^ 
ilole.  Cos,  89.)  altering  the  form  of  the  return  of  writs,  and 
directing  them  to  be  made  returnable  ^^  before  our  juitices  of 
mtr  Supreme  Court^^^  &c.  If  the  writ  was  void,  it  may  be  taken 
advantage  of  by  the  defendant ;  and  a  sheriff  is  not  liable, 
where  the  process  is  absolutely  void.  (Oo.  Eliz.  165.  Cro. 
Jac  3.  note.     2  SaOc.  700.) 

8.  There  was  no  averment  in  the  declaration,  that  Bull  was 
ever  in  the  custody  of  the  defendant.  Every  material  fiBtct 
which  is  to  be  proved,  must  be  averred  in  *lhe  declaration. 
It  was  not  competent,  therefore,  to  prove  that  fact.  (2  Sir. 
1226.    3  Bo$.  ^  Pul.  456.) 

3.  A  prisoner  must  be  legally  in  the  custody  of  the  sheriff, 
to  make  him  responsible  for  an  escape.  (2  Bac.  Abr.  516. 
Eteape.)  It  was  competent  to  the  defendant  to  show  that 
Dole  had  voluntarily  suffered  BuU  to  escape,  and  afterwards 
retook  him,  which  he  could  not  lawfully  do,  nor  could  BuU  be 
held  in  custody,  after  the  voluntary  escape. 

4.  Dole  having  become  liable  to  an  action  for  the  escape, 
and  as  the  plaintiff  has  elected  to  bring  his  action  against  him, 
for  the  escape,  and  has  recovered  judgment,  he  must  be  con- 
sidered as  havins  waived  any  other  remedy.  He  ought  not  to 
be  allowed  to  bring  another  action,  against  a  subsequent 
sheriff. 

The  plaintiff  may  bring  an  action  against  the  sheriff  for 
the  escape,  or  retake  the  prisoner :  he  cannot  do  both.     (2 

Van  Ness,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court.  If  a  new 
sheriff  regularly  receives  a  prisoner  from  his  predecessor,  he  is 
bound  to  detain  him,  and  is  answerable  for  his  escape,  although 
a  voluntary  escape  may  have  existed  in  the  time  of  his  prede- 
cessor. The  cases  of  Lenthal  v.  Lenthaly  (2  Lev.  109j)  of 
Jamet  v.  Pierce,  (2  Lev.  182.  and  1  Ventrisy  269.)  and  of  Cfrant 
V.  Louthers,  (6  mod.  183.)  have  so  fully  established  this  rule 
of  law,  that  on  this  ground,  if  no  other  difficulty  intervened, 
the  plaintiff  would  be  entitled  to  a  new  trial. 
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[*475] 


But  it  appears  that  the  plaintiff  elected  to  prosecute  Dokj 
the  former  sheriff,  to  judgment,  for  the  escape  in  his  time ; 
and  a  question  arises,  whether  this  does  not  bar  the  plaintiff 
of  all  right  of  action  against  the  present  sheriff,  for  the  escape 
of  the  prisoner,  since  he  was  conunitted  to  his  custody.  la 
the  case  of  James  v.  Pierce,  *the  court  held, ''  that,  notwith- 
standing the  first  voluntary  escape,  when  the  prisoner  was  in 
prison  again,  he  was  so  far  in  custody,  that  the  plaintiff  had 
an  election,  either  to  take  him  as  now  in  execution,  and  so  charge 
the  new  warden  for  the  last  esci^,  or  to  admit  him  out  of 
execution,  and  charge  the  old  warden."  The  plaintiff  here, 
then,  had  his  election,  either  to  consider  the  prisoner,  after  his 
recaption,  as  in  the  custody  of  Dole,  or  not ;  and  it  becomes 
necessary  to  decide  whether  the  plaintiff  has  made  his  elec- 
tion, and  if  he  has,  then  what  is  the  effect  of  it 

The  case  states,  that  after  the  escape,  in  the  time  of  Dole,  in 
1806,  the  plaintiff,  so  far  from  affirming  BtUl  to  be  in  Dok't 
custody,  charged  Dole  with  the  escape,  and  obtained  judgment 
against  him,  for  the  whole  amount  of  his  debt.  This  appears 
to  me  to  be  a  sufficient  determination  of  the  plaintiff  s  election, 
not  to  consider  BuU  in  DoleU  custody ;  and  the  prosecuting 
Dole  to  judgment  determines  the  election  finally  and  irrevoca- 
bly. Thus,  "  if  A.  grant  to  B.  for  life,  an  annuity,  or  a  robe  at 
the  feast  of  Easter,  and  both  are  behind,  the  grantee  ought  to 
bring  his  writ  of  annuity,  in  the  disjunctive,  for  if  the  grantee 
bring  his  writ  of  annuity  for  the  one  only,  and  recover,  the 
judgment,''^  says  Lord  Coke,  "  shall  determine  his  election  for 
ever.  Again,  if  the  grantee  bring  a  writ  of  annuity,  and  after 
the  return  thereof  doth  appear  and  count,  this  is  a  determina- 
tion of  his  election  in  a  writ  of  record ;  albeit,  he  never  pro- 
ceedeth  any  further."  (See  Sir  Rowland  Heyward^s  case,  2 
Co.  Rep.  36. 

The  plaintiff  having  made  his  election,  he  is  concluded  by  it 
This  is  reasonable.  He  ought  not  to  be  allowed  to  proceed 
against  the  sheriff  for  the  escape,  and  at  the  same  time  hold 
the  prisoner  in  execution.  ,  It  is  true,  there  are  cases  where  the 
party  has  concurrent  remedies  for  the  same  cause  of  action, 
against  several  persons.  ^Such,  for  instance,  are  suits  by  the 
holder  against  the  drawer  and  endorsers  of  a  bill  of  exchange, 
against  the  maker  and  endorsers  of  a  promissory  note,  against 
several  obligors  in  the  same  bond,  against  trespassers,  severally, 
for  the  same  trespass.  In  these  instances,  the  proceedings 
may  be  carried  on  to  judgment,  though  the  plaintiff  is  limit^ 
to  a  single  satisfaction.  It  will  be  observed,  that  in  the  cases 
which  I  have  enumerated,  the  cause  of  action  is  the  same,  that 
it  accrues  against  all,  at  the  same  time,  and  that  the  concurrent 
remedies  are  perfectly  consistent  and  compatible  with  each 
other,  and  this  distinguishes  them  from  the  present  case.  Tte 
plaintiff  here  might  have  considered  Bull  as  being  in  DoWi 
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cuBtcnly,  or  not,  at  his  election.  The  right  of  election  has  been 
exercised,  by  the  suit  commenced,  and  the  judgment  recovered 
against  Dou.  Bully  therefore,  in  judgment  of  law,  could  not 
be  considered  as  in  Do/e's  custody,  upon  the  plaintiff's  execu- 
tion after  the  first  escape,  and  he,  of  course,  was  never  legally 
in  the  custody  of  DoWt  successors.  The  plaintiff  elected  to 
disaffirm  the  recaption  and  subsequent  imprisonment  of  Bu2I; 
and  hence,  it  is  evident,  that  to  give  him  a  remedy  against  the 
present  sheriff,  is  inconsistent  and  incompatible  with  me  former 
remedy  actually  pursued  against  Dole.  This  point  goes  to  the 
merits  of  the  cause ;  and  beinff  of  opinion  that  the  plaintiff 
cannot  waive  the  election  whidi  he  has  once  made,  and,  of 
course,  that  he  can  never  recover  against  the  present  sheriff,  it 
is  unnecessary  to  consider  the  other  questions  submitted  in  the 
argument. 

Motion  denied. 


ALBANY. 

August,  im. 


^RoBBiNS  against  Bingham. 


[•476] 


THIS  was  an  action  of  assumpsit  The  declaration  stated, 
that  the  defendant,  in  consideration  that  the  plaintiff,  at  the 
special  instance  and  request  of  the  defendant,  would  credit  one 
Heman  Dickenson,  goods,  &c.  to  the  amount  of  800  dollars, 
the  defendant  would  be  security  for  the  payment,  &c.,  and 
averred  that  the  plaintiff  did  deliver  to  Dickenson,  goods,  to  the 
value  of  900  dollars,  ^c.  Plea,  non  assumpsit  At  the  last 
Rensselaer  circuit,  by  agreement  of  both  parties,  the  cause  was 
referred  to  three  referees,  and  if  any  questions  of  law  should 
arise  before  the  referees,  they  were  to  be  referred  to  one  of  the 
judges  of  this  court 

The  parties,  afterwards,  agreed  that  the  evidence  submitted 
to  the  referees,  and  the  law  arising  thereon,  should  be  stated 
in  the  form  of  a  case,  and  submitted  to  the  decision  of  this 
court.,  and  that  judgment  should  be  entered  thereon,  according 
to  the  opinion  of  the  court,  in  the  same  manner  as  if  there  had 
been  a  verdict  in  the  case. 


Where  A.g$cf 
a  letter  of  credit 
to  B.  for  goods 
to  the  amoont 
of  800  doUan, 
addrened'  to 
C,  who  deliver- 
ed to  B.  a  part 
of  the  goods,  , 
and  the  residue 
wasdelivered  to 
him  by  D.  and 
E.,  on  the  same 
letter  of  credit ; 
in  an  action 
brought  by  C. 
against  A.,  for 
the  whole,  it 
was  held,  that 
he  was  respon- 
sible only  for 
the  goods  de- 
livcred  by  C. 
such  a  letter  of 
credit  not  beinc 
assii^able.  (af 


(a)  Penaytr  v.  WaUon,  16  Jctms,  Rep.  100. 
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Hie  pluntifr  |»'odii€ed  before  tbe  referees,  a  letter  of  credil, 
from  the  defendant,  directed  to  the  plaintiff,  as  foUows :  "  Fair^ 
fiddy  October  2,  1804.  Sir,  if  you  will  credit  Heman  JHdcm" 
ion  goods,  to  the  amount  of  800  dollars,  I  will  be  his  security, 
that  be  shall  pay  you  according  to  tbe  contract  Sotoman  Bitig^ 
ham,  jun."  On  the  back  of  tbe  letter  <^  credit,  was  endorsed 
by  Dukenamj  as  follows,  to  wit:  "Received,  the  l&th  and 
16th  October^  *1804,  on  account  oS  the  wtehin  letter  of  credit, 
CHT  reconunendation,  the  following  suras  of  money,  in  goods,  to 
wit,  of  John  Robbinsy  the  sum  of  293  dollars  and  22  cents ;  of 
Otruktm  Richards  and  Sons,  the  sum  of  237  dollars  and  62 
cents ;  and  of  Rmsel  and  Tracy  *fy  Co.  the  sum  of  55  dol- 
lars and  89  cents,  amountiBg  in  tbe  whole  to  586  dollars  and 
«3  cents." 

It  appeared  that  the  goods  mentioned  as  received  from  the 
plaint^,  were  delivered  by  his  clerk  to  Dickenson,  and  not  hav- 
ing goods  which  suited,  to  the  full  amount  of  the  letter  of  credit, 
he  went  with  Dickenson  and  the  letter  of  credit  to  the  other 
persons,  and  offered  them  the  benefit  of  the  letter  of  credit  for 
the  residue,  saying,  that  the  defendant  was  a  good  man  for  the 
amount ;  that  the  other  pei  mus  let  Dickenson  have  goods  to 
the  amount,  specified  in  the  endorsement,  and  which  w^e 
charged  to  Dickenson  in  their  books.  It  appeared  also,  that 
the  plaintiff  had  been  paid  for  the  amount  of  the  goods  deliv- 
ered by  him  to  Dickenson,  The  referees  reported  in  &Yor  of 
the  plaintiff  for  377  dollars  and  28  cents,  including  goods  de- 
hvered  by  Richards  and  Sbn,  and  Tracy  ^r  Co.  as  endorsed  on 
the  letter  of  credit 


Van  Fedltfti,  for  the  d^endant,  moved  to  set  aside  the 
report  of  the  referees. 

Foot^  contra. 

Per  Curiam.  The  interest  of  the  phiatiff,  in  the  letter  of 
credit,  was  not  an  assignable  interest ;  it  was  not  a  general  letter 
of  credit,  but  address^  to  a  particular  person.  The  defendant 
was  responsible  to  the  plaintiff  only  for  the  goods  delivered  by 
him,  and  not  for  the  goods  delivered  by  otbers.  Tlie  report 
of  the  referees  must  be  set  aside. 
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^LiyiNGSTON  against  Bartles^  Manucaptor,  &c. 

A  MOTION  was  made  on  the  part  of  the  defendant,  as  bail  B.  became  bafl 
of  ffilUam  Kersey^  for  leave'to  surrender  his  principal,  and  that  Sj^^^Jbl^ 
an  exoneretur  be  entered  on  the  bail-piece.  I800,  and  then 

The  defendant  stated  in  his  affidavit,  that  he  resided  in  Steu-  JJ^*^^'^ 
ben  county,  and  that  the  writ  in  the  original  cause  was  return-  made  no'  de- 
able  in  Juiy  term,  1800,  and  that  a  short  time  thereafter  he  be-  foHu'd^JL[by 
came  bail,  and  the  bail-piece  was  filed  in  the  clerk's  office  at  default  was  en- 
Albany,  The  principal  then  resided  in  Steuben  county,  and  jXlie^^iJ^ 
continued  to  reside  there,  until  December,  1803,  when  he  re-  doSeted  until 
moved  into  Pennsylvania^  where  he  now  resides,  about  270  j^'^^^J^ 
miles  from  his  former  residence  in  Steuben.  The  principal,  I803,  a.,  who 
for  some  time  before  hib  removal,  was  confined  in  the  gaol  of  ^^  *J^  J^, 
Steuben  county,  and  was  reputed  insolvent.  From  that  fact,  finedingaoi^aiKi 
and  the  omission  of  the  plaintiff  to  charge  the  principal  in  exe-  IUXcm^iISmw- 
cution,  the  bail  supposed  that  the  plaintiff  had  abandoned  all  ed  mto  Peim^ 
expectation  of  obtaining  any  part  of  his  judgment,  until  a  few  Sf^Hu,^^ 
days  before  May  term  last,  when  a  writ  was  served  on  the  bail,  tided,  at  the 
returnable  the  first  day  of  last  term.  The  defendant,  from  ig-  inSfrom^sSc^ 
norance,  supposed  that  he  had  time,  until  this  term,  to  surrender  ^m  county.  On 
his  principal ;  he  went  twice  to  Bath^  to  obtain  advice  of  coun-  ^t^^^\ 
sel,  and  was  informed  he  must  surrender  the  principal,  and  that  was  arretted  oo 
it  could  not  be  done  without  a  certified  *copy  of  the  bail-piece ;  [  *  479  ] 
and  on  the  12th  of  May,  he  sent  to  Albany  for  a  copy  of  it.      JwJ^n  ibefiSt 

The  defendant  in  the  original  suit  stated,  by  affidavit,  that  dayof Jf^^tenn 
be  was  sued  in  1800,  on  a  promissory  note,  and  the  present  }jJf'fi]Ji^^|j^ 
defendant  became  special  bail  (or  him  ;  that  he  made  no  de-  tioniheb^ihad 
fence,  and  that  judgment  was  not  docketed  until  August,  1808;  9^  ^fST^, 
that  the  bail  was  arrested  the  29th  of  March  last.  On  hearing  ^n  the  ^u^- 
of  it,  he  immediately  came  to  Steiiben  county,  from  Pennsyt-  JJ2'''JP^*J5 
vamia,  and  arrived  on  the  9th  of  May,  in  order  to  surrender  abandoned  aU 
himself;  that  no  leml  surrender  could  be  made,  for  want  of  a  ^^^^^  ^l 
o^rtified  copy  of  the  bail-piece ;  that  he,  thereupon,  went  to  debtl'^r^ bai' 
the  city  o(  kew-YorJc,  and  arrived  on  the  26th  oi  May,  and  on  ^f*^*^*^' 
the  27th  of  May  offered  to  the  plaintiff's  attorney,  to  surrender  He  tent  to  ai- 
himself  immediately  to  the  sheriff  of  Neuf-York,  which  offer  the  J^'  ^JP  ^ 
attorney  refused  to  accept ;  that  he  is  64  years  old,  and  infirm ;  obtain  a  copj 
that  he  was  advised  to  apply  to  the  court,  and  has  come  to  55e***priScipd 
Albany,  for  leave  to  surrender,  and  arrived  here  the  3Ist  of  cameto8teJ!n 

Julu  Ififlf  county,  on  the 

•^y**"*  9th  i^,  bor- 

der to  be  far 
leodered,  and  as  no  forrender  eoaM  then  be  made,  lor  -want  of  a  certified  copy  of  the  bail-piece,  he  pro* 
cceded  to  New-Yori,  where  he  arrived  on  the  29th  Mm,  and  on  the  next  aay.  oflered  tne  plamtin  to  . 
■Mtreoder  hJBMelf  bto  the  ciiftod;r  of  the  iheriff  of  Neto-York.  The  clerk,  at  Atbamf,  could  not  find  the 
bail*piece,  and  he  did  not  obtam  a  copy  of  it  from  the  clerk  of  Nena^Ytrk,  in  whdee  office  it  was  filed, 
•ntit  the  9d  Mtf.  and  it  was  seat  by  mail  to  the  bail,  in  Steuben  county.  It  was  held,  thai  the  bail 
baviag  been  loHed  into  secnrily  by  the  plaintiff,  and  taken  by  sorprisa,  he  ougfat,  onder  th 
•f  the  case,  to  be  allowed  to  sorraoder  at  this  term. 
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Peter  D.  BeeJcman  stated,  by  affidavit,  that  on  the  19th  of 
Mayy  he  received,  by  letter,  an  order  from  Steuben  county,  for 
a  copy  of  the  bail-piece ;  that  he  made  search,  and  could  not 
find  it ;  and  on  the^  July  last,  received  a  copy  of  it  from  the 
clerk's  office  in  New-Yorky  and  delivered  it  to  the  attorney  of 
the  defendant,  who  swore,  that  he  sent  it  by  mail  to  Stmfm 
county,  where  he  supposed  the  surrender  might  have  becD 
made  in  season,  but  the  delay  must  have  been  owing  to  the 
miscarriage  of  the  letter,  enclosing  the  bail-piece. 

An  order  to  stay  proceedings  was  obtained  on  the  22d  day 
of  May  last,  which  was  served  on  the  plaintiff's  attorney,  the 
2d  of  Juney  who  had  previously  filed  a  declaration  in  this 
cause. 


[  ♦  480  ]  *Kent,  Ch.  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court.     The  con- 

duct of  the  plaintitF  has  been  calculated  to  lull  the  bail  to  sleep, 
and  it  would  be  unjust  for  him  now  to  take  and  hold  the  ba3 
by  surprise.  It  would  have  the  appearance  of  a  fraud  practis- 
ed upon  the  bail.  The  •prominent  &cts  in  the  case  are  pecu- 
liar. The  principal  was  sued  in  1800,  upon  a  promissory  note, 
and  he  made  no  defence.  At  that  time,  and  for  some  years 
after,  he  resided  in  Steuben  county,  and  was  for  a  considerable 
time  in  gaol,  and  reputed  insolvent;  and  from  these  fricts,  and 
the  omission  of  the  plaintiff  to  proceed  in  the  suit,  the  bail  sap- 
posed  that  the  plaintiff  had  abandoned  all  expectation  of  re- 
covering his  debt ;  and  that  this  supposition  was  correct,  ap- 
pears from  the  fact,  that  the  plaintiff  did  not  docket  his  judg- 
ment, until  August y  1808,  and  not  until  long  after  the  principal 
had  removed  to  the  interior  of  Pennsylvania,  270  miles  from  his 
former  residence.  Under  these  circumstances,  the  bail  must 
have  been  completely  surprised,  when  he  was  arrested  a  few 
days  before  the  return  of  the  writ,  at  the  last  term,  and  as  all 
reasonable  diligence  has  since  been  used  by  the  bail  and  his 
principal  to  effect  a  surrender,  it  is  right  that  the  rule,  ex  gratia, 
'  should  be  extended  beyond  eight  days  after  the  return  of  the 
writ.  I  place  our  interference  in  favor  of  the  bail,  upon  the 
ground,  that  the  plaintiff  has  himself  prevented  a  surrender 
long  ago,  by  throwing  the  bail  off  his  guard ;  and  he  ought  not, 
and  shall  not  now  be  permitted  to  avail  himself  of  his  own  gross 
negligence  or  fraudulent  contrivance,  in  order  to  fix  the  bail. 
The  case  of  Aylett  v.  Hartford  and  Richards,  (2  Bl  Rep,  1317.) 
and  which  is  mentioned  by  Lord  Commissioner  Wilson,  in  the 
case  ex  parte  Wright,  (2  Ves.  jun.  9.)  is  very  much  to  oarr 
present  purpose.  In  that  case,  a  defendant  was  sued,  and  bail 
put  in  before  bankruptcy.  Afterwards,  the  defendant  became 
a  bankrupt,  and  the  debt  was  proved,  and  the  creditor  acted 

[•481]  •under  the  commission.  The  bail  omitted  to  surrender  the 
principal,  because,  as  the  creditor  was  proceeding  in  another 
way,  they  thought  they  had  no  occasion  to  look  after  him,  and 
then  the  principal  ran  away.    When  the  creditor,  afterwaid^ 
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proceeded  to  charge  the  bail,  the  Court  of  C.  B.  would  not 
alloUr  the  plaintifT  to  proceed,  because  he  had  lulled  the  bail 
isleep.  The  bail  do  not  ask  so  much  in  the  present  case.  The 
principal  is  here  ready  to  be  surrendered,  and  so  he  has  been, 
since  nearly  the  close  of  the  last  term ;  and  the  bail  only  ask 
for  leave  to  surrender. 

Rule  granted,  on  payment  of  costs 
of  the  suit  on  recognizance. 


ALBANY, 

August,  1809. 


Minor  against  Garrison  and  Baker. 

fV,  fVOODy  for  the  defendants,  moved  to  change  the  venue 
from  Albany  to  the  county  of  Cayuga,  He  read  an  affidavit, 
stating  that  the  cause  of  action  arose  in  the  county  of  Cayuga^ 
and  was  founded  on  a  special  contract ;  that  they  had  a  good 
and  pubstantial  defence,  and  that  ^^  all  their  witnesses,  of  which 
they  had  several,"  resided  in  the  county  of  Cayuga. 

Sedgunckj  contra,  read  the  affidavit  of  the  plaintiff,  that  he 
had  '*a  material  witness  in  the  cause,  who  resided  in  the 
county  of  Albany. ^^ 


On  a  motion  to 
chan^  the  ve- 
futtf  on  account 
of  material  wit- 
nesses residinif 
in  another  coun- 
ty, thedefendant 
ou^t  to  state 
the  number  of 
the  witnesses, 
otherwise,  the 
court  cannot  in- 
tend that  he  has 


w 


Per  Curiam.  The  defendants,  in  their  affidavit,  do  not  men- 
tion the  number  of  their  witnesses,  nor  whether  they  are  mate- 
rial. The  court  cannot  intend  more  than  *one ;  and  the 
plaintiff  swears  that  he  has  also  a  material  witness  residing  in 
Albany.  There  is  no  preponderance  in  favor  of  the  defend- 
ants, to  induce  the  court  to  change  the  venue.  They  ought  to 
have  stated  the  number  of  witnesses,  to  enable  the  court  to 
judge  of  the  expediency  of  granting  the  motion. 

Motion  denied,  (b) 

{a)  t  R^.  FHat.  409. 

{h)  The  statute  (2  Rev.  Stat.  p.  409.  :l&  2.)  provides,  that  aU  iasues  of  fact 
joined  in  the  Supreooe  Court,  or  joined  in  the  Court  of  Chancery,  or  in  an^  sur- 
ro^te's  court,  and  sent  to  the  Supreme  Court  fpr  trial,  ahafl  be  tried  in  the 
proper  county  as  follows  : — 

1.  Actions  for  the  recovey  of  any  real  estate,  or  for  the  recovery  of  poasea- 
Aon  of  real  estate,  actions  ior  trespass  on  land,  and  actions  for  trespass  on  the 
case  for  injuries  to  real  estate,  shall  be  tried  in  tlie  county  where  the  subject  of 
the  action  shall  be  situated. 

2.  Actions  of  trespass  for  injuries  to  the  person,  and  actions  on  the  caae  for 
ujuries  to  the  person  or  personal  property,  shall  be  tried  in  the  county  where 
tM  cause  of  action  arose. 

3.  AU  actions  of  slander,  for  libels,  and  all  other  actions  for  wronn,  and  upon 
contracts,  shall  be  tried  in  the  county  where  the  venue  shall  be  laio,  unless  the 
court  shall  deem  it  neceesary  for  the  convenience  of  parties  and  their  witnesses, 
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or  for  the  parpooM  of  a  fiur  And  impartial  trial,  to  order  ancb  iwiiea  to  be  tried 
ID  eome  other  ooun^,  in  which  case  the  same  shall  be  tried  in  the  coun^  so 
designated.  And  the  court  shall  hare  power  to  change  the  renue  in  anr  of 
the  actions  specified  in  this  eeetion,  (s.  9.)  when  it  shall  appear  that  a  fidraadim 
partial  trial  cannot  be  had  in  the  county  in  which  such  renoe  is  laid. 

The  court  no  longer  adhere  to  the  disUnotion  fonnerlj  made  between  actions 
ex  contractu  and  actions  ex  delictOy  (see  Duryet  v.  Orcott^  9  Jciknt.  249.)  buthare 
ordered  {Oa.twm,\9Sa,Rylel.  7  Caw.  Rep.  763.^  «  that,  in  all  transitory  aetioDS, 
motions  to  change  the  venue  shall  be  determined  according  to  the  convenience 
of  the  witnesses,  without  any  distinction  between  actions  ex  contrmttu  and 
SK  delicto.'*  See  also  Root  t.  Kin£  etal.  4  Cow.  Rep.  403.  The  Tenue  wiU  be 
changed  when  the  circuit  judge  of  the  district,  in  which  the  countjr  in  which 
the  venue  is  laid  is  situated,  has  been*  counsel  for  the  plaintiff,  prerioas  to  his 
appointment  as  judge.  Vetn  Rensselaer  t.  DoMgiass,  2  IVend.  R^.  290.  But 
that  a  strong  excitement  prevails  in  the  county  to  which  application  b 
made  to  change  the  venue,  on  the  subject  matter  of  the  suit,  is  no  ground 
for  refusing  to  change  the  venue  on  the  ordinary  affidavit.  Bowmas^  v.  £Iy,  2 
Wend.  Rqt.  250.  Where  a  defendant  applies  to  change  the  venue  in  a  cause, 
after  the  same  has  been  noticed  for  trial  at  the  circuit  in  the  county  where  the 
venue  was  laid  by  the  plaintiff,  and  the  trial  put  off  on  the  applioUion  of  the 
defendant,  the  motion  will  be  granted  on  oayment  of  the  costs  of  the  circuit, 
and  of  resisting  the  motion,  and  on  the  defendant's  stipulating  to  take  abort  no* 
tice  of  trial.     CarpmUer  v.  IFatsons,  5  ffrntd.  Rep.  102. 


Thomas  against  Rumset. 


Wherea 
seatativeinOoD-   .i  • 


rap^  /.  RUSSELLy  for  the  plain  tiff,  moved  for  a  special  jury  io 
nest  it  libeled  this  cause.  He  read  an  affidavit,  that  the  suit  was  brought 
^^p^^  ^  against  the  defendant,  ^^  for  publishing  a  false  and  scandalous 
a  special  ju^  libel,  of  and  concerning  the  plaintiff's  official  conduct,  as  a 
Btty  be  awan^  representative  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States.'^ 

Foot,  contra. 

Per  Curium.  It  is  not  necessary  that  the  plaintiff  should  be 
an  officer,  in  the  strict  sense  of  the  word  The  act  authorizes 
the  couii  to  direct  a  special  jury,  in  cases  which  they  may 
deem  intricate  and  important.  We  consider,  that  where  a  per- 
son holds  a  place  of  nigh  public  trust  and  confidence,  and  is 
libeled  in  relation  to  his  official  capacity,  it  is  a  case  of  such 
importance,  as  the  public  have  a  deep  interest  in  the  character 
of  its  officers  and  magistrates,  that  we  will  grant  a  struck  jury. 
It  is  on  this  principle,  that  the  court  have  granted  special  juries, 
in  actions  where  public  officers  were  libeled.  If  the  applica- 
[  *  483  ]  tion  was  now  to  be  made  for  the  first  time,  we  %ii^t,  peniaps, 
be  induced  to  refuse  it  in  cades  of  libel ;  but  the  rule  is  set* 
tied,  and  this  case  comes  within  the  principle  of  former  decis- 
ions.   We  are  of  opinion,  that  the  motion  ought  to  be  granted. 

Rule  granted. 
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Jackson,  ex  dem.  Starr  and  Wife,  against 'RicuMOfiv. 

VANB  UREN,  for  the  plaintiff,  moved  to  amend  the  decla-  in  ejcctuw  ot, 
ration  in  this  cause, by  inserting  a  demise  from  Elisha  Jenkins  heJ'aoMm^r 
and  several  others,  who,  he  stated,  in  an  affidavit,  were  neces-  any  subsisimg 
sary  lessors,  in  order  to  support  the  plaintiff's  title,  as  had  been  J^esinquw^, 
discovered  since  the  commencement  of  the  present  suit.  He  win  not  be 
cited  2  Caines,  260,  261.  SUS^^  {^J^ 

(«) 

jEL  Williamsj  contra,  read  an  affidavit,  stating  that  he  had 
never  understood,  that  the  persons  whom  the  plaintiff  wished 
to  be  made  lessors,  claimed  any  estate  or  interest  in  the  premises 
in  question ;  that  the  present  lessor  claims  the  premises  in 
question,  in  right  of  his  wife,  the  only  child  and  heir  at  law  of 
her  father,  and  against  Elisha  Jenkins  and  the  others,  named 
in  the  affidavit  on  the  part  of  the  plaintiff. 

^  Per  Curicm^  The  general  rule  is,  that  a  person  ought  not 
to  be  made  lessor,  who  has  no  claim  or  pretension  to  a  sub- 
sisting title  or  interest  in  the  premises.  If  any  person,  who 
may  have  once  had  a  title,  is  to  be  made  lessor,  the  burthen  of 
deducing  a  title  from  him,  is  taken  from  the  plaintiff,  and  thrown 
on  the  tenant,  which  *wooH  be  tuifenoiiable.  Potior  est  con-  [  «  484  | 
ditto  possidentis.  If  there  is  a  case  that  ought  to  be  excepted 
from  the  general  rule,  it  ought  to  be  clearly  and  specially  stated 
to  the  court     The  motion  must  be  denied. 

Rule  refused. 

(«)8eeJWboiiv.  Sehfoer.lO  Johnt,  JUp.  968.  Scmaibtr  r,  Jaeksonjt  WemiL  Ren. 
48.  JaeJttom  v.  Murrmt,  1  Cow,  JUp..l56.  Jaekton ▼.  Ahky,  6  Caw,  Rep.  SB.  Jack 
•mv.PmU^t  Cow.  Rep.  SOIL    lCow.Rep.V». 


Ketcham  and  Blake  agai»st  Clark. 


Where  aa  te- 


IN  ERROR,  from  the  Common  Pleas  of  Ulster.  ^^^  ^  ^ 

Tbe  writ  of  error  in  this  cause  was  returnable  on  the  first  ^^^•'!^1yi 

day  of  the  present  term.     Sudam,  attorney  for  the  defendant  ^  g^^  ^ 

ia  error,  now  moved,  that  all  proceedings  on  the  part  of  the  yg  ^creditors, 

aad  a  itidfnneBt 

m  hta  name,  m  the  Coart  of  Comnion  Pleas,  on  which  a  writ  of  error  was  broufffat.  the 
^whoee  benefit  the  suit  was  prosecated,  were  ordered  to  give  security  for  the  costs.  (^) 

{k)  See  Wearing  v.  Beref,  2  Cow.  Rep.  460.    Norton  y.  Rich,  SO  Jofme.  Rep,  47. 

391 


Digitized  by 


Google 


484 


CASES  IN  THE  SUPREME  COURT 


ALBANY. 

August  1309. 

Rogers 

V. 
BOOXRS. 


[•485] 


plaintiff  in  error  be  stayed,  until  security  for  the  costs  shall  bo 
filed.  He  read  an  affidavit,  stating  that,  at  the  trial  before  the 
court  below,  the  demand  of  the  plaintiffs  was  reduced  by  a 
set-off  of  the  defendant,  below  the  sum  of  25  dollars,  and  a 
verdict  found,  on  which  judgment  was  entered ;  that  the  plain- 
tiffs, having  become  insolvent,  had  assigned  all  their  property 
to  /.  and  G,  Kttcham^  to  pay  a  debt  due  to  them,  and  after- 
wards to  the  other  creditors  of  the  plaintiffs,  for  whose  benefit 
the  present  suit  was  commenced ;  that  the  present  plaintifb 
are  insolvent,  and  unable  to  pay  the  costs  of  the  suit,  should 
t)ie  judgment  below  be  aflirmed ;  and  that  the  present  suit  is 
brought  at  the  instance  of  their  assignees,  and  without  their 
knowledge. 

Hawkins^  contra. 

*Per  Curiam.  It  is  just  that  the  assignees  should  be  respon- 
sible for  the  costs.  The  case  of  Webb  v.  Ward  and  another  (7 
Term  Rep.  296.)  is  in  point.  Security  must  be  given  in  the 
sum  of  100  dollars. 

Motion  granted. 


Rogers  against  Rogers. 


Wbsra  sn  oc 
etiam  clanse,  in 
Mtumptit,  was 
intertodmaeo- 

ikfu&n^andtbe 
plaiotm  aAer- 
wardi  declared 
in  aeeoutU,  tbe 
proceediDgi 
wore  ordered  to 
be  set  aside  for 
irrecularity.  (a) 
W^tbi  del 
fendant  is  held 
to  bail  by  an  oe 
cfiom  clause,  on 
a  co^itu.  tbe 
plaintiflfisDound 
to  pursue  thenar 
ture  of  tbe  ac- 
tion so  stated  in 
tbe  writ. 


THE  defendant  in  this  cause  was  arrested  on  a  capias  ad 
respondendum,  containing  an  ac  etiam  clause,  upon  promises, 
for  500  dollars,  returnable  at  the  last  term,  and  special  bail 
was  put  in  and  perfected,  in  conformity  to  the  writ.  The 
plaintiff,  afterwards,  declared  against  the  defendant  in  an  ac- 
tion of  account,  and  a  rule  to  plead  was  entered  thereon. 

A  motion  was  now  made,  in  behalf  of  the  defendant,  to  set 
aside  the  proceedings  for  irregularity. 

Per  Curiam.  When  the  defendant  is  held  to  bail  on  a  eo- 
piasy  (which  presupposes  an  original  bill,)  by  an  oc  etiam  clause, 
the  plaintiff  is  bound  to  pursue  it,  and  declare  accordingly.  If 
the  plaintiff,  in  such  case,  in  his  declaration,  varies  the  nature 


(a)  Dnr/ec  v.  JUcn^t.ctt,  1   WemL  Rp.  CCo. 
44. 
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of  the  action,  it  is  an  irregularity,  of  which  the  defendant  may 
take  advantage,  on  motion.  An  exoneretur  has  often,  in  such 
cases,  been  ordered  to  be  entered  on  the  bail-piece.  Relief, 
on  motion,  seems  only  to  be  denied,  when  such  variance  exists 
between  the  declaration  and  the  original  writ,  where  the  suit  is 
commenced  by  original.  {Covrp.  455. 5  Term  Rep,  402.  7  Term 
Rep.  80.  6  Term  Hep.  364.  2  WiU.  *394.  1  Tid<C$  Proc.  404.) 
The  defendant  here  asks  generally  to  have  the  proceedings 
set  aside  for  irregularity,  and  as  the  rule  to  plead  upon  the  dec- 
laration filed  was  irregular,  it  must  be  «et  aside  with  costs. 

Motion  granted,  (a) 

(a)  ''  Upon  common  process,  by  bill  in  the  king's  bench,  or  upon  a  capias  or 
original  puirt  dansumfregit  in  the  common  pleas,  the  plaintiff  may  declare  in 
any  cause  ef  action  whatever,  though  the  writ  in  each  case  is  in  trespass.  But  in 
bailable  actions,  the  declaration  must  correspond  with  the  cause  and  the  form  of 
action  in  the  affidavit,  and  the  ac  etiam  part  of  the  latitat,  or  other  process,  for 
^  otherwise  the  defendant  will  be  discharged  out  of  custody,  on  filing  common 
*  bail ;  but  this  will  be  the  only  consequence,  for  the  court  will  not  in  such  case 
set  aside  the  proceedings  for  irregularity."  1  ChiUjfPlsad,  254.  where  the  ( 
above  referred  to,  in  tl^  opinion  of  the  court,  are  cited. 


ALBANY, 

August,  J 


[*4861 


Bennet  against  Fuller, 

A  MOTION  was  made  in  behalf  of  the  defendant,  to  set 
aside  the  proceedings  in  this  cause,  for  irregularity,  on  an  affi- 
davit, that  the  defendant  was  never  arrested.  The  plaintiff  was 
a  deputy  of  the  sheriff  of  the  county  of  Delaware.  In  his*  affi- 
davit, he  swore  that  he  did  arrest  the  defendant,  and  explain- 
ed to  him  the  nature  of  the  writ ;  that  he  served  the  writ  him- 
self, as  a  deputy-sheriff,  but  did  not  require  any  bail. 

An  interlocutory  judgment,  for  want  of  plea,  was  entered  for 
the  plaintiff,  and  a  writ  of  inquiry  of  damages  executed. 

Per  Curiam.  The  question  is,  whether  there  has  been  a 
egal  service  of  this  writ.  It  appears,  &om  some  of  the  cases, 
(Cro.  Car.  416.  19  Viner,  443.  note.  Moorey  547.)  to  be  a 
doubtful  question,  whether  a  sheriff  can  legally  serve  a  writ 
where  he  is  the  plaintiff.  In  the  present  case,  the  writ  was 
served  by  a  deputy.  No  bail  was  required,  and  the  sheriff  re- 
turned the  writ,  and  is  responsible.  As  the  practice  of  de- 
puting the  plaintiff  to  serve  his  own  writ  has  been  of  long  dura- 
tion, we  think  it  would  be  going  too  far  to  say,  that  the  plain- 
tiff cannot,  in  any  cause,  serve  a  writ  in  his  own  favor.  A  *dec- 
laration  in  ejectment  is  always  served  by  the  party ;  and  where 
the  writ  is  served  without  exacting  bail,  there  can  be  no  oppres- 
aion.  and  it  is  analogous  to  the  service  of  a  declaration  in 

893 


a  tberiflV  wfao 
it  plaintiff)  maj 
serve  his  own 
writ.  (See  Tut- 
tU  T.  Hunt,  t 
Com.  Rep.  436. 
Putnam  v. 
Matm*  o  wyenoL 
Rep.m.)  But 
where  ihe  de- 
fendant was  un- 
der a  mistake 
as  to  the  arrest, 
4be  coui%  set 
aside  a  default 
entered  for  want 
of  a  plea,  on 
an  affidavit  of 
merits. 
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August,  1809.  mistaken  as  to  the  service,  and  swears  to  merits,  he  ought  to 
^"^"^D^^JT^^  ^  1®^  ^^  to  plead,  on  pa]rment  of  costs*    (Vide  Davenport  ▼. 
„  V.  Ferrii.  6  Johns.  Rep.  131. 

Van  Ness,  J.,  dissented. 

Role  granted* 


Dana  against  Tucker. 

of'oninfJ.anuwS  THIS  was  an  action  tor  b,  breach,  of  promise  of  marria^e^ 
be^  roeeived  to  tried  at  the  last  Madison  circuit,  when  the  jury  found  a  verdict 
jJ2?J*«^oraher  foj  ^^  plaintiff,  for  439  dollars  and  58  cents. 

bat   tbe;r   maj 

excai^e*^the       ^^^  ^^^  moved  to  Set  aside  the  verdict,  for  the  misbeha* 

juron,   or    in  vior  of  the  jury.     He  read  the  affidavit  of  the  constable,  who 

•i^j^rtof  their  ^^s  swom  to  attend  the  jury,  while  they  retired  to  deliberate 

on  their  verdict,  who  stated,  that  the  jurors  agreed,  that  each 

of  them  should  mark  down  such  sum  as  he  thought  fit  to  find, 

and  the  sum  total  being  divided  by  twelve,  the  quotient  should 

be  the  verdict ;  and  that  the  verdict  was  so  ascertained. 

Similar  affidavits  of  two  of  the  jurors  were  also  read. 

JV.  Williams^  contra,  read  the  affidavits  of  two  other  jurors, 
stating,  that  the  jury,  after  some  deliberation,  unanimously 
I  *  4881  agreed  to  find  a  verdict  for  the  plaintiff;  *that  each  juror  then 
privately  marked  the  sum  he  was  inclined  to  give ;  eight  of 
them  marked  500  dollars,  one  600  dollars,  and  one  50  dollars. 
The  sums  so  marked  were  added  together,  and  the  amount 
divided  by  twelve,  and  the  sum  produced  by  the  division,  they, 
afterwards,  agreed  should  be  their  verdict.  After  the  verdict 
was  delivered  in  court,  in  the  usual  form,  the  jury  were  polled, 
and  each  of  the  jurors,  on  being  asked  whether  he  agreed  to 
the  verdict,  declared  his  assent. 

Gold  objected,  that  these  affidavits  of  the  jurors  could  not 
be  read.  He  cited  the  case  of  Owen  and  another  v.  Warbwr" 
tony  (1  Bos.  tf  Pvll  N.  S.  326.) 

WHliams  observed,  that  in  the  case  of  Smith  v.  Cheeihamf 
(3  Caines^  57.)  the  court  allowed  the  affidavits  of  jurors  to  be 
read ;  and  that  it  would  be  unreasonable  and  unjust,  to  permit 
the  solemn  verdict  of  a  jury  to  be  set  aside  on  the  affidavit  of 
an  officer  as  to  their  misconduct,  without  allowing  the  Jurors  to 
be  heard  in  defence  of  their  verdict  In  the  case  o(  Jbawrenee 
V.  BosweUj  {Sayer^  100.)  where  seven  of  the  jurors  voted  for 
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the  verdict,  and  the  other  five  made  no  objection,  when  the 
verdict  was  given,  the  court  refused  to  set  it  aside. 

Per  Curiam,  The  better  opinion  is,  and  such  is  the  rule 
adopted  by  the  court,  that  the  affidavits  of  jurors  are  not  to 
be  received  to  impeach  a  verdict ;  but  they  may  be  admitted 
in  exculpation  of  the  jurors,  and  in  support  of  their  verdict. 
Rejecting  the  affidavits  of  the  two  jurors  against  the  verdict, 
there  is  the  affidavit  of  two  other  jurors  in  favor  of  the  verdict, 
which  must  outweigh  that  of  the  constable.  If  the  jurors  pre- 
viously agree  to  a  particular  mode  of  arriving  at  a  verdict,  and 
to  abide  by  the  contingenjt  result  at  all  events,  without  reserv- 
ing to  themselves  the  liberty  of  dissenting,  such  a  *proceeding 
would  be  improper ;  but  if  the  means  is  adopted  merely  for 
the  sake  of  arriving  at  a  reasonable  measure  of  damages,  with- 
out binding  the  jurors  by  the  result,  it  is  no  objection  to  the 
verdict.  Such  appears  to  have  been  the  case  here;  and 
after  the  result  of  the  division  was  known,  they  individually  as- 
sented to  the  sum  as  their  verdict.  The  motion  must  be  de- 
nied. 
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Rule  refused. 


Jackson,   ex    dem.   Mentz    and   Mentz,   against 

Stiles. 

HAMILTON  moved  that  the  default  entered  in  this  In  ««  «ciS«» 
cause  should  be  set  aside,  and  O'Neal^  the  tenant  in  posses-  wbcre^thlTSi 
sion,  be  admitted  as  defendant  in  the  place  of  the  casual  ant  swean  to 

'  "^    '  merits,  and  no 

ejector.  trial   has   been 

The  declaration  in  this  cause,  with  the  notice,  was  served  i^**  •  ^be 
on  0*Ntal  the  Wednesday  preceding  the  last  May  term,  who,  set 'asidrto  let 
during  the  same  week,  employed  an  attorney  to  defend  the  juf^j^'  *" 
cause.     On  the  2d  July  last,  the  attorney  of  O'Neal  sent  to  kmSwl     ***** 
the  attorney  of  the  plaintiff,  a  notice  of  his  being  employed  to 
defend  the  suit,  and,  at  the  same  time,  during  the  same  month, 
sent   copies   of  the   consent   rule  and  plea,  which  were  not 
received  until  after  a  default  was  entered,  and  were,  therefore, 
refused. 

The  attorney  of  O'Neal,  in  his  affidavit,  stated  that  he  did 

not  obtain  the  declaration  which  had  been  served,  until  some 
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ALBANY,  time  in  July^  and  that,  b^  the  next  post,  he  sent  the  consent 
^^^^\}^^  rules  and  plea  to  the  plaintiffs  attorney,  who  lives  fifty  miles 
Thomas  ixom  him,  and  that  until  he  saw  the  declaration,  he  did  not 
know  who  the  fictitious  parties  *were ;  and  that  he  was  not  in- 
formed until  the  9th  August,  that  the  default  had  been  entered, 
when  he  offered  to  pay  all  th^  costs,  if  the  plaintiff's  attorney 
would  waive  the  de&ult;  and  accept  a  plea,  which  he  refused 
to  do.  The  tenant  also  swore  that  he  had  a  good  and  sub- 
stantial defence  on  the  merits. 


HawJctTiSy  contra,  cited  CoL  Cases^  90. 
Caines,  107. 


1   CaineSf  155.     3 


Per  Curiam.  The  excuse  given  by  the  attorney  of  the 
defendant,  for  not  entering  into  the  consent  rule  in  season,  is 
frivolous  and  inadmissible.  But  here  the  tenant  swears  to 
merits ;  and  as  no  trial  has  been  lost,  we  will  not  let  the  pos- 
session be  changed,  in  an  action  of  ejectment,  without  an 
opportunity  to  die  tenant  to  defend  it.  It  was  said,  in  the 
case  of  Jackson,  ex  dem,  Rosekrans,  v.  Stiles,  (1  Cainesj  503.) 
that  the  court  would  set  aside  a  default,  to  protect  the  posses- 
sion of  the  tenant,  in  an  action  of  ejectment,  when  they  would 
not  do  it  in  any  other  action.  We,  therefore,  grant  the  motion, 
on  payment  of  costs,  and  on  the  tenant's  entering  into  the  con- 
sent rule,  and  pleading  within  10  days,  so  that  the  cause  may 
be  tried  at  the  ensuing  circuit  in  Ulster. 

Rule  granted. 


[•491] 

A  special  Juiy 
will  not  be 
granted,  in  an 
action  for  a 
libel  against  a 
person  who  is 
a  public  officer, 
unless  the  libel 
relates    to    his 

re/ conduct. 


*Thoma8  against  Croswell. 

/.  RUSSELL,  for  the  plaintiff,  moved  for  a  special  jury  in 
this  cause.  He  read  an  affidavit,  stating  that  the  action  is 
brought  against  the  defendant,  for  publishing  a  false  and 
scandalous  libel,  of  and  concerning  the  plaintiff;  being  one  of 
the  representatives  of  the  state  of  New-York,  in  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States,  and  a  major-general  in  the  militia  of  the 
state. 

Foot,  contra 

Per  Curiam.  In  the  cases  of  Spencer  v.  Sampson,  and  Foot 
V.  Croswell,  (1  Caines,  498.)  Livingston  y.  Cheetham,{\  Johns. 
Rep.  61.)  and  Van  Veckten  v.  Hopkins,  (2  Johns.  Rep.  373.) 
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the  rale  was  settled,  that  unless  it  appears,  that  the  plaintiff  albant. 
was  libeled  for  his  official  conduct,  in  some  important  public  '^"«"**'  '^• 
trusty  we  will  not  grant  a  special  jury.  In  the  present  case, 
though  the  plaintiff  was,  at  the  time,  a  representative  in  Con- 
gress, and  major-general  of  the  militia  of  the  state,  yet  it  does 
not  appear  that  he  was  libeled  for  any  conduct  in  either  of 
those  official  characters. 

The  motion  must,  therefore,  be  denied. 

Rule  refused,  (a) 

(A)  Vide  Genet  v.  MUekeU,  ante,  186. 


"^WoRTHr  against  Gilbert.  [♦492] 

JV.  WILLIAMS,  for  the  defendant,  moved  to  change  the  Where  the 
venue  in  this  cause,  from  the  county  o{  Albany  to  the  county  of  toSk^'ob^raii 
Oneida.  He  read  an  affidavit  of  the  defendant,  that  the  cause  Uw  expenses  of 
of  action  arose  in  the  county  of  Oneidoy  (fee,  that  he  had  a  fci!S£S?8***,i^ 
good  and  substantial  defence  on  the  merits,  and  that  all  his  nesses  to  the 
witnesses  resided  in  the  county  of  Oneida.  the"* wm«**b 

laid,  the  motion 

Goldy  contra,  objected  that  the  affidavit  was  too  vague ;  that  JJ«,J^fS  de? 
it  ought  to  mention  the  number  of  witnesses.  The  defendant  niod.  On  a  no- 
swears  that  all  his  witnesses  reside  in  the  county  of  Oneida;  ^  ^SemT^ 
but  non  constat,  that  he  has  one  material  witness  in  that  county,  eotu  are  a(iow« 
Further,  the  defendant  swears  that  he  has  a  good  defence,  but  ^.?2)  ******* 
not  as  he  is  advised  by  counsel.  He  offered  to  bear  all  the 
expenses  of  producing  the  defendant's  witnesses  at  the  trial  in 
Albany, 

Per  Curiam.  On  the  stipulation  of  the  plaintiff's  attorney, 
to  pay  all  the  expenses  of  bringing  the  defendant's  witnesses  to 
Alhany,  we  deny  the  motion  to  change  the  venue.  From  the 
general  terms  of  the  affidavit,  we  cannot  infer  that  the  defend- 
ant has  more  than  one  witness,  residing  in  Oneida  county; 
but  it  does  not  appear  that  the  plaintiff  has  any  witness  in 
Albany.  If  the  party  himself  will  undertake  to  swear  that  he 
has  a  good  defence  on  the  merits,  it  is  sufficient  on  a  motion 
to  change  the  venue. 

Gold  asked  for  costs,  for  opposing  the  motion,  as  it  bad 
•  been  denied ;  but  the  court  said,  that  on  a  motion  to  change 
the  Venice,  no  costs  were  to  be  allowed  on  either  side. 

Motion  denied. 


(a)  Marrowtr  t.  Bettt,  2  Cow.  Rep.  496.    Budd  ▼.  Malhwm,  1  Coio.  Rep.  47.    See 
Sweartmaut  ▼.  Hbagt,  16  Johm.  Rep.  49S. 
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j^      *Jackson,  ex  dem.  C antine  and  others,  against  StileSi 
(George  Clark,  tenant.) 

Jackson,  ex  dem.  Cantine  and  others,  against  Stiucs, 
(BuEL,  tenant.) 

Jackson,  ex    dem.  Van    Gorden,  against    Stiles, 
(HoLLENBECK,  tenant.) 

^^^^^•*-  SCOTT  Jot  the  defendants,  moved  to  set  aside  the  defaults 
AAer  a'judr-  entered  in  these  three  causes,  and  that  George  Clark  be  admit- 
^}^yf^^  ted  to  defend  the  two  last  causes,  as  landlord ;  and  further,  that 


ufT^ector,  in  all  the  causes  be  removed  into  the  Circuit  Court  of  the  Untied 
S^^d'L  *fe  States,  to  be  held  in  the  disUict  of  New- York. 
let  io,to  appear  It  appeared  from  the  petition  and  affidavit  of  darky  that  he 
^h^laiT^  was  a  British  subject,  and  not  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  ; 
bait^at^eUme  and  that  he  was  the  landlord  of  the  premises  in  question,  which 
^^  iSJii  ^  were  above  the  value  of  500  dollars :  and  that  he  had  been  in 
Mason  to  peti-  the  actual  receipt  of  the  rents  and  profits. , 
^vai*5*  hb  '^^^  declaration  in  ejectment  in  the  first  cause,  was  served 
cawe  into  tb«  on  the  13th  May  last,  at  CatskiU,  in  the  county  of  Green;  and 
l^Ld  ^8iatu  ^°  ^^®  ^^^^^  ^^y»  Clark  received  notice  of  the  service  of  the 
Where  actiona  declaration,  on  the  tenant,  in  the  third  cause  ;  and  on  the  dd 
after  ^r'jtS^  -^^^^  ^as  informed  of  the  service  of  the  declaration  on  the 
iiieB^e{^nstt&  tenant,  in  the  second  cause.  It  did  not  appear  on  what  daj 
mn^  r^rti  ^^  declarations,  in  the  two  last  causes,  were  actually  served, 
Lato  the  Circuit  but  it  was  prior  to  the  2d  Monday  of  iUfay,  as  the  notice  was 
^^St^  ^8tJa  ^^  ^pear  on  that  day.  The  premises  in  question  are  situated 
this  court  will  in  CotskiU.    The  d^ults,  in  all  the  causes,  were  entered  on 

JlS^ii^r^n  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^y  ^^^  ^^  ^^^^  ^^^  ^^  judgment  entered  on  the 
such  judgment  11th  A%igusi.  The  judgment  rolls  were  signed  and  filed,  on 
touS'^rf  the  16th  Augmt. 

the  court 

r  *  494  ]  *  Van  Buren  and  Foot,  contra.    The  notice  of  this  applica- 

tion was  served  on  Thursday  evening,  at  10  o'clock. 

Per  Owriam.    That  was  sufficient  notice. 

Van  Buren  and  Foot,  The  two  last  causes  are  not  within 
the  act  of  the  United  States,  (1  Sess.  1  Cong.  c.  SO.  s.  12.  vol. 
1.  p.  56.)  which  speaks  only  of  suits  ajzainst  aliens.  Tb^e 
suits  are  against  citizens,  not  aliens.  (Murk  may,  perhaps,  be  , 
interested;  but  the  nature  of  the  tenancy  is  not  stated,  and  k 
may  be  that  the  defendants  are  tenants  for  life.  IF  so,  they 
ve  parties  in  interest. 

In  the  first  cause,  the  affidavit  is  entitled  in  the  cause  of 
Jackson,  ex.  dem.  Cantine  and  others^  v.  John  Stilts.   The  \ 
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of  dark  does  not  appear*  There  is,  therefore,  do  suit  com- 
menced against  him. 

Again,  the  application  comes  too  late,  after  the  judgment 
has  been  perfected. 

The  laws  of  the  United  States,  also,  direct,  that  the  defend- 
ant shall,  at  the  time  of  entering  his  appearance  in  the  state 
court,  file  his  petition  for  the  removal  of  the  cause. 

Henry,  in  reply.  It  was  one  object  of  the  third  article  in  the 
constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  the  intention  of  Congress, 
in  the  judiciair  act,  to  give  to  aliens  a  choice  between  the 
courts  of  the  United  States  and  the  state  courts.  This  right 
ought  to  be  favored,  and  construed  liberally. 

The  relation  of  landlord  and  tenant,  between  ClarJc  and  the 
tenants,  is  made  out  by  the  affidavits,  and  the  landlord  may 
defend  with  the  tenant,  if  he  appear,  and  without  him,  if  he 
does  not.  (2  Rev.  Stat.  342.)  The  court  cannot  deny  him  this 
right,  secured  to  him  by  the  statute.  (1 1  Sess.  c.  36.  s.  30. 
2  Revised  Stat.  pp.  341,  342.  §  17.)  If  the  tenant  refuse  to 
appear,  the  landlord  has  a  right  to  appear  *\vithout  him.  The 
default  of  the  tenant  is  equivalent  to  a  refusal. 

If  the  landlord  is  admitted  to  defend,  he  cannot  be  said  to 
appear  until  he  is  so  admitted,  and  enters  into  the  consent 
rule;  so  that  Clark,  if  admitted,  comes  strictly  within  the  let- 
ter of  the  law  of  the  United  States,  as  to  the  time  of  present- 
ing his  petition. 

The  notice  of  the  ejectment  was  not  received  by  Clark, 
until  the  13th  May,  so  that  he  is  in  time  to  apply  at  this 
court. 

Kent,  Ch.  J.  In  an  ejectment  the  landlord  is  entitled  to 
be  made  defendant,  after  judgment  has  been  entered  against 
the  tenant,  who  neglects  or  refuses  to  defend,  (a)  By  the  judg- 
ment of  law,  the  tenants,  in  the  two  hist  causes,  must  be  con- 
sidered as  neglecting  to  defend.  When  the  landlord  is  admit- 
ted as  a  defendant,  he  then  appears,  and  is,  therefore,  in  season 
to  petition  the  court,  that  his  cause  may  be  removed.  In  the 
first  cause,  the  service  of  the  notice  of  the  declaration  was  so 

(#)  «Whenev<eT  anj  action  [of  ejectment]  shin  be  bronghtijpuDstanjr  tenan^ 
to  recover  the  Uod  lield  bj  him,  or  the  jKMieinon  of  inch  fimd,  the  landlord 
of  any  such  tenant,  and  any  person  having  any  privity  of  estate  or  interest 
with  snch  tenant,  or  such  landlord,  in  the  premises  in  question,  or  any  part 
thereof^  May  be  made  defendant  with  sach  tenant,  in  case  he  ahall  appear ;  or 
nay,  at  his  election,  appear  without  such  tenant.  And  in  the  latter  case,  the 
court  may  order  a  stay  of  execution  upon  any  judgrment  aranst  the  tenant  in 
possession,  until  the  ftirther  order  of  the  court."  2  Reo.  SUU.  341.  s.  17.  The 
pnetioe  is,  to  admit  the  landlord  to  defend,  upon  motion,  fimnded  on  affidairits, 
for  a  rule  n>r  that  purpose,  which  is  uniformly  on  notice  to  the  plaintiff.  See 
1  Cow,  R^.  134.  576.  5  Cow.  Rep.  447.  6  Cow.  Rep.  589.  594.  1  Wend.  Rep, 
103.  316.  The  affidavit  upon  which  the  motion  ibr  admission  is  founded,  nrart 
show  sufficiently  that  the  xektion  of  landloid  and  tenant  subskta.  Jaekmm  r. 
Stiles,  6  Cow.  Rep.  594. 
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[*496] 


[*4»7] 


late,  that  he  had  not  time  to  apply  before  this  term.  (1  Caines, 
503.)  He  is,  therefore,  clearly  in  time  to  make  the  application. 
As  defendant,  then,  in  all  the  causes,  Clark  is  entitled,  being 
an  alien,  to  remove  them. 

As  to  any  difficulty  which  may  occur,  in  regard  to  the  two 
last  causes,  in  consequence  of  judgments  against  the  casual 
ejector,  which,  under  our  statute,  are  to  remain,  when  a  land- 
lord is  let  in  to  defend,  they  arise  from  the  fiction  of  the  ac- 
tion of  ejectment,  which  ought  not  to  prejudice  the  right. 
The  following  rule  must,  therefore,  be  entered :  "  That  George 
Clark  be  admitted  to  appear,  and  defend,  as  landlord,  in  the 
two  last  causes,  and  that  the  default,  and  subsequent  proceed- 
ings in  the  first  cause,  be  set  aside,  on  payment  of  costs ;  and 
that  as  to  the  judgments  against  the  casual  ejector,  in  the  two 
last  causes,  there  be  no  further  proceedings  in  this  court,  *un- 
til  the  further  order  of  the  court ;  and  tliat  the  motion  of  the 
said  George  Clark  to  remove  all  the  said  causes  into  the  Cir- 
cuit Court  of  the  United  States^  be  granted." 

Thompson,  J.,  Van  Ness,  J.,  and  Yates,  J.,  concurred. 

Spencer,  J.  I  concur  in  granting  the  rule  in  the  first  cause, 
but  not  in  the  others. 

The  constitution  of  the  United  States  has  secured  to  aliens, 
in  certain  cases,  the  right  of  insisting  that  a  cause  instituted  in 
a  state  court,  shall  be  tried  in  a  court  of  the  United  States; 
and  if  Clark  has  brt>ught  himself  within  the  provisions  of  the 
constitution,  and  the  statute  under  it,  this  court  would  gr^t 
him  the  object  of  his  application,  without  travelling  out  of  the 
case,  to  look  at  the  subject  matter  of  the  suits,  and  without 
regard  to  any  decisions  which  may  have  been  had  upon  that 
subject,  in  the  courts  of  this  state. 

Mr.  Clarky  being  landlord  of  the  premises  in  the  two  oth^ 
causes,  appears  in  time  to  make  his  application.  But  a  serious 
difficulty  presents  itself;  for  though  we  are  bound  to  admit  the 
landlord  to  defend,  on  the  refusal  or  neglect  of  the  tenant  to 
appear,  the  judgment  against  the  casual  ejector  is  to  stand,  and 
a  stay  of  execution  is  to  be  entered,  until  the  right  is  tried. 
(Rev,  Laws,  v.  1.  p.  146.  11  sess.  c.  36.  s.  30.)  It  will  be 
round  that  by  the  English  practice,  under  their  statute,  of 
which  ours  is  a  copy,  in  relation  to  the  admission  of  landlords 
to  defend,  that  where  the*  landlord  defends  alone,  instead  of 
the  tenant,  judgment  must  be  entered  against  the  casual  eject- 
or ;  that  the  plaintifi*,  after  having  tried  his  cause  against  the 
landlord,  and  succeeded,  may  have  the  benefit  of  his  verdict, 
and  obtain  possession  under  the  judgment  against  the  casual 
ejector,  which,  under  such  verdict,  he  could  not  {Run.  403. 
iamesy  179.)  It  is  a  settled  rule,  that  in  ejectment,  the  plain- 
tiff must  prove  the  defendant  in  possession  of  the  premises, 
when  the  action  was  brought;  *and  if  the  rule  be,  as  laid  down 
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in  Runningtany  that,  upon  a  verdict  against  the  landlord,  the 
tenant  cannot  be  dispossessed,  how  could  the  present  lessors, 
she  uld  they  prevail  in  the  court  of  the  United  States^  obtain 
the  firuilB  of  their  verdict  ? 

But  even  this  difficulty  must  yield  to  the  mandates  of  the 
constitution,  if  these  cases  come  within  it,  and  the  act  passed 
to  carry  into  effect  its  provisions.  There  is  nothing  in  the 
constitution  or  statute,  taking  away  the  jurisdiction  of  a  state 
court ;  they  have,  undoubtedly,  concurrent  jurisdiction ;  and 
although,  in  cases  where  foreign  subjects  are  parties,  the  courts 
of  the  United  States  have  concurrent  and  appellate  jurisdiction, 
the  constitution  (Art.  3.  s.  2.)  leaves  it  to  Congress,  in  cases 
where  the  courts  of  the  United  States  have  appellate  jurisdic- 
tion, to  regulate  the  manner,  and  to  adopt  such  exceptions  as 
tliey  see  fit.  The  1 2th  section  of  the  act  to  establish  the  ju- 
dicial courts  of  the  United  States,  provides,  "  that  if  a  suit  be 
commenced  in  any  state,  against  any  alien,"  then,  &c.,  it  may 
be  removed,  under  certain  ejcceptions  and  regulations,  to  the 
next  Circuit  Court,  to  be  held  in  the  district  where  the  suit  is 
pending.  In  this  case,  no  suit  has  been  conunenced  against 
Mr.  Clark;  it  was  technically  against  John  Stiles,  but  suIh 
stantially  against  the  tenant  in  possession,  and  therefore,  though 
the  landlord  may  be  permitted  to  defend  here,  he  is  not  within 
the  provision  of  the  act,  as  no  suit  has  been  commenced  against 
him.  I  am,  for  these  reasons,  for  denying  the  application  to 
remove  the  two  last  suits,  but  am  for  admitting  him  to  defend, 
and  ordering  a  stay  of  execution. 


Rule  granted,  ut  supra. 


ALBANY, 
August,  1309. 
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[♦498]  •GENERAL  RULE. 

August  18th,  1809. 

Ordered,  That  all  attorneys  of  this  court,  not  residing  in  the 
village  of  UticOf  in  the  county  of  Oneida^  shall  have  an  agent 
residing  in  the  said  village,  who  shall  be  an  attcMney  of  this 
court,  or  a  deputy  clerk  in  the  clerk's  office  at  Utiea ;  and 
that,  in  every  respect,  not  herein  provided  for,  the  provisions 
of  the  8th  rule  of  this  court,  of  January  term,  1799,  shall  ap- 
ply to  such  agent :  That  this  rule  shall  go  into  operation,  from 
ind  after  the  first  day  of  the  next  November  term. 

Ordered  Jwrther,  That  the  deputy  clerks  in  the  clerk's  office 
in  Albany^  and  in  New-  York,  may  also  be  appointed  agent8« 
under  the  rule  aforesaid  of  January  term,  1799. 


CND    OF   AUGUST   TERM. 
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▲VD 

THE  CORRECTIOir  OF  ERRORS 

OF  TBS 

STATE  OF  NEW-YORK, 

MARCH,    1806. 


James  Cheetham,  plaintiff  in  erroTj  against  Thomas 
TiLLOTSON,  defendant  in  error. 

THIS  cause  came  before  the  court,  on  a  writ  of  error,  from  ^^  ""erron 
die  Supreme  Court.  The  suit  below  was  for  a  libelj  in  which  and  joinder 
the  plaintiff  in  error  suffered  a  judgment  by  default,  on  which  '*>«'^n»  **»• 
damages  were  assessed  by  a  jury,  and  ♦final  judgment  thereon  [  *  ^J^  1 
entered  in  the  Supreme  Court,  in  November  term,  1806.  (See  J^  ^  tr*^ 
2  Johns.  Rep.  63.)    Errors  were  assigned  at  the  last  session  of  »cnptofthenHs- 

^■«  ^         3  ^t'  •■!       •  ord  back  to  the 

this  court,  and  there  was  a  jomder  m  error.  Supreme  Coun 

The  defendant  in  error,  afterwards,  moved  in  the  court  be-  ^  bewnend^ 
low,  to  amend  the  original  record,  and  that  court  ordered  the  J  that  ^n, 
amendments  to  be  made  accordingly,  on  payment  of  costs.  ^**'*^\^  ***J" 
(See  3  Johns.  Rep.  95.  99.)  fh^f  court  since 

the   joinoer  in 

Henry y  for  the  defendant  in  error,  now  moved,  that  the  tran-  defecu,'or  er- 
script  of  the  record  in  this  court  be  sent  back  to  the  Supreme  ^^  aS^^^ 
Court  to  be  amended,  so  as  to  conform  to  the  original  record,  may  be  amend- 
as  amended  in  that  court.     He  said,  that  according  to  the  prao-  J^j^  J|^f  ^^ 

sard  alldafecti 
or  errors  in  matters  of  form,  which  may  be  amended,  or  whicb  are  aided  bj  the  statute  ofjeo/aiU.  (a)  If 
tbe  party  wishes  to  have  the  transcript  amended,  the  proper  course  is,  to  allege  diminution,  and  pray  a 
eertwrmri  to  the  court  below ;  but  aAcr  the  defendant  has  pleaded  in  nmllo  est  erratum^  he  cannot  allege 
c&ntnution,  for  by  his  plea  he  admiu  the  record  to  be  perfect;  so  that,  after  a  joinder  in  error,  neither 
party  can  allege  diminution,  or  pray  a  certiorari. 

(a)  Colden  v,  Knickerbaeker,  2  Cow.  Rep.  91.     See  17  Ji^uu.  Rer.  7^. 
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fN  ERROR,  ticeof  the  Court  of  Exchequer  Chamber  in  JSng'ZcrfuI,  which  thif 
ALBANY  court  followed,  in  cases  not  provided  for  by  its  own  rules,  this 
Karch.  isoi.  was  the  settled  course  of  proceeding.  He  cited  2  Strange^ 
^  ^  —  '  g37^  2  Ld^  Haym.  1570.  As  to  the  power  of  the  court  be- 
low to  amend  the  record,  in  form  as  well  as  in  substance,  he 
cited  Yeh.  164.  Cro.  Jac.  277.  429.  666.  628.  2  RoU.  471. 
Chambers'  case.  Hardres,  505.  2  Lev.  22.  1  SaOc.  269, 
270.  1  mis.  337.  2  Ld.  Raym.  1570.  5  Burr.  2730. 
Dovg.  113.  3  Term  Rep.  659,  749.  7  Term  Rep.  470.  1 
H.  Bl  238.^    1  Tidd,  622.     1  Bac.  Abr.  (Amend.)  168. 

Foot  and  Baldtoiriy  contra.  The  Supreme  Court  can  only 
amend  the  record  in  matters  of  form ;  and  by  the  statute  of 
jeofails,  this  court  are  not  to  regard  mistakes  in  matters  of 
form,  when  alleged  for  error.  All  or  most  of  the  cases  cited, 
merely  show  that  this  court  may  bring  up  the  amended  record, 
by  certiorari,  when  the  propriety  of  the  amendment  may 
be  judged  of  here,  which  is  the  regular  and  correct  course  of 
proceeding.  If  the  amendments  are  merely /ormo/,  as  has  been 
I  *  501  ]  said,  there  the  *party  will  have  the  benefit  of  the  statute,  and 
'  there  is  no  necessity  of  putting  him  to  the  delay  and  expense 
of  sending  the  transcript  to  be  amended  in  the  court  below. 
Again,  there  was  a  joinder  in  error,  and  the  cause  was  set 
down  for  hearing,  at  the  last  term ;  and  the  party  now  comes 
too  late  to  apply  for  leave  to  amend. 

In  the  case  of  Tally  v.  Sparkes,  (2  Ld.  Raym.  1570.)  the 
amendment  weis  made  by  virtue  of  the  statute  of  16  and  17 
Car.  IL  c.  8.  If  the  transcript  is  sent  down  to  be  amended 
in  niatters  of  form,  how  is  this  court  to  know,  when  it  is 
returned,  that  it  has  not  been  amended  in  matters  of  sub- 
stance ? 


Henry,  in  reply.  The  mode  of  sending  down  the  transcript 
to  be  amended,  has  been  substituted  instead  of  the  practice  of 
alleging  diminution,  and  awarding  a  certiorari;  and  it  is  the 
most  correct  and  convenient  course  of  proceedmg.  The  tran- 
script, when  returned,  will  always  show  what  amendments  have 
been  made.  The  Supreme  Court  have  a  sound  discretion  in 
regard  to  amendments.  The  cases  cited  show  that  they  may 
amend  both  in  form  and  substance.  If  they  abuse  this  dis- 
cretion, the  judges  may  be  impeached ;  but  there  is  no  power 
to  prevent  their  exercising  such  discretion.  The  directioD  of 
the  statute  17  and  18  Car,  II.  was  merely  in  confirmation  of  a 
convenient  rule  of  practice.  It  is  cheaper  and  more  expedi- 
tious to  send  down  the  transcript  to  be  corrected,  than  to 
allege  diminution,  and  award  a  certiorari. 

The  Chancellor.  A  motion  has  been  made  to  send  back 
the  transcript  of  the  record,  returned,  on  the  writ  of  error  in  this 
court,  to  the  SuMeme  Court,  to  be  amended,  on  a  suggestioDOD 
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die  part  of  the  defendant,  that  •seyeral  of  the  matters  assigned  TN  error, 
for  error,  have  been  amended  in  the  record  remaining  in  the 
Supreme  Court. 

To  this  it  is  objected,  1.  That  as  the  errors  are  formal,  this 
court  will  disregard  them ;  and  that,  therefore,  it  is  not  neces- 
sary to  delay  the  parties,  by  sending  down  the  transcript. 

2.  That  the  defendant  is  too  late  after  joinder  in  error.  As 
to  the  first  point,  the  suggestion  is,  that  the  record  in  the  court 
below  has  already  been  amended.  If  so,  this  court,  if  it  now 
proceeded,  would  give  judgment  on  a  record  variant  from  the 
transcript ;  and  to  preserve  a  consistency  in  the  proceedings,  it 
is  proper,  that  before  a  judgment  of  affirmation  or  reverb  is 
pronounced,  the  transcript  snould  be  made  to  correspond  with 
the  record  of  which  it  imports  to  be  a  copy. 

The  case  of  Ruiter  v.  Redstoney  (2  Stra.  887.)  cited  in  argu- 
ment, shows,  that  after  error  in  the  Exchequer  Chamber,  (the 
proceedings  in  which  are  professedly  the  model  of  the  proceed- 
ings here,  as  they  are  expressly  referred  to  and  recognized  in 
the  rales  of  this  court  as  to  practice,)  the  transcript  was  brought 
back  and  amended  by  the  original  record. 

The  case  of  TuUy  v.  Sparkes,  (2  Ld.  Raym.  1570.^  was  in 
the  Exchequer  Chamber,  on  a  judgment  from  the  King  s  Bench. 
The  court  were  strongly  of  opinion,  that  the  judgment  was 
erroneous ;  and  after  having  been  twice  argued  in  the  Ex- 
chequer Chamber,  the  record  was  amended  in  the  King^s  Bench, 
and  the  transcript  returned  to  conform  it  to  the  original. 

In  this  court,  during  the  session  of  1798,  in  the  case  of  Cross 
V.  fVardellj  the  transcript  was  amended  here ;  and  an  order 
made  to  direct  the  amendment  of  the  record  by  the  transcript; 
and  after  the  order  was  entered,  the  judgment  was  affirmed. 
I  recollect  there  was  some  diversity  of  opinion  on  the  subject, 
but  it  passed  without  much  examination. 

*The  practice  in  the  Court  of  King's  Bench  on  writs  of 
error,  had  probably  some  influence  in  the  determination  of  the 
last  case.  But  there,  in  error  from  the  common  pleas,  or 
trom  inferior  courts,  the  record  itself  is  brought  up,  and  not  a 
transcript 

The  question  Is  not  here,  whether  an  amendment  is  proper, 
for  that  has  been  already  decided  in  the  court  below;  but  what 
mode  is  to  be  adopted  to  conform  the  transcript  to  the  record.'^ 
The  cases  from  Strange  and  Lord  Raymond  appear  to  me  to 
conclude  forcibly  to  both  the  points  which  have  been  stated, 
and  to  show,  beyond  a  doubt,  that  the  regular  mode  is  to  return 
the  transcript,  in  order  to  conform  it  to  the  original ;  and  that 
the  defendant  in  error  is  not  too  late  in  his  application.  The 
other  errors  assigned,  as  to  the  words  not  being  actionable, 
will  still  be  available,  when  the  record  is  returned,  if  they  are 
now  so,  should  the  plaintiflf  be  inclined  to  prosecute  his  writ ; 
and  if  he  is  content  to  waive  it,  the  court  below  have  made  it 
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m  ERROR,  the  coodilioii  of  the  ameodment,  that  the  defendant  here  shoidd 
pay  all  the  costs. 


ALBANY, 

March,  1808. 

CUKKTUAM 

V. 
TiI.LOTIO]l. 


[♦504] 


[*505] 


C;.iNTON,  Senator*  This  is  a  motion  made  by  the  defendant 
in  error,  who  was  plaintiff  in  the  court  below,  to  transmit 
the  transcript  of  the  record  there,  for  the  purpose  of  beiog 
amended,  agreeably  to  the  record  there,  as  amended  by  an  order 
of  the  Supreme  Court,  after  a  joinder  in  error,  in  this  court 

Although  the  decision  of  this  question  cannot  affect  our 
determination  on  the  merits,  yet  it  is  of  importance  that  a 
proper  rule  should  be  established,  in  regard  to  the  ccHrre- 
spondence  and  communication  between  this  court  and  inferior 
tribunals. 

The  origin  and  process  of  amendments  at  common  law,  and 
under  the  statutes  ofjeofaiky  exhibit  a  curious  portion  of  legal 
history.  At  one  period,  parties  were  so  much  harassed  by 
writs  of  error,  brought  for  ♦mistakes  in  orthography,  or  the 
slightest  clerical  misprisions,  that  the  chances  for  justice  were 
forlorn.  Redress,  in  a  very  limited  form,  was,  indeed,  granted 
at  common  law.  This,  at  first,  was  not  extended  beyond  the 
term  in  which  the  judicial  act  was  done ;  for  during  the  term, 
the  record  was  supposed  to  be  in  the  recollection  oi  the  court ; 
but,  afterwards,  no  alteration  was  admitted.  At  a  subsequent 
period,  the  rule  was  more  liberally  extended ;  and  all  the  pro- 
ceedings were  considered  as  only  infieriy  and  subject  to  the 
control  of  the  court,  at  any  time  before  judgment  was  rendered 
and  enrolled.  Such,  however,  was  the  general  conduct  of  the 
courts  of  common  law  in  England^  that  justice  was  entangled 
in  a  net  of  technical  form,  and  the  parliament  was  compeUed, 
by  twelve  different  statutes,  denominated  the  statutes  of  amend- 
ments andjeofailsj  to  interfere,  and  remedy  the  enormous  evil. 
The  amendments,  authorized  by  these  statutes,  are  seldom,  if 
ever,  actually  made  ;  but  their  benefit  is  attained  by  the  courts 
overlooking  the  exception.  This  is  an  important  idea  to  bear 
in  mind  in  the  decision  of  this  question ;  for  tiie  present  appli- 
cation is  founded  on  amendments,  made  under  the  statute,  and 
our  statute  is  a  transcript  of  the  different  acts,  passed  on  this 
subject,  by  the  British  parliament.  The  first  enacting  section 
of  our  statute,  which  declares,  "  that  no  record,'  or  process, 
shall  be  annulled  or  discontinued,  by  mistaking,  in  writing,  one 
syllable,  or  one  letter  too  much  or  too  little,"  shows  the  little 
reliance  to  be  reposed  in  courts,  who  would  thus  overlook  the 
right  of  the  case,  and  sacrifice  the  interests  of  justice  to  the 
trifling  errors  of  pleaders  and  clerks. 

The  case  of  Tuily  v.  The  Executors  of  Dimaldson,  reported 
in  Lord  Raymondy  (p.  1570.)  which  is  rehed  on  as  alithorita- 
tively  binding,  and  pointedly  bearing  on  the  question  before  us, 
will,  if  analyzed,  and  fully  examined,  sufficiently  prove,  that 
the  decision  of  the  court  is  entitled  ♦to  no  weight  in  this  place 
In  the  entry  of  the  judgment,  the  words  ex  assemu  were  omitted 
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by  the  misprinoti  of  the  clerk  ;  a  trifling  error,  and  expressly  JtN  error, 
cured  by  one  of  the  statutes  o(  jeofails.  Error  was  brought^  and 
after  grave  discussion,  the  justices  and  barons  seemed  strongly 
of  opinion,  that,  by  reason  of  this  omission  in  the  entry  of  the 
judgment,  it  was  erroneous.  A  motion  was  thereupon  made 
to  amend,  which  the  court  oYemiled;  application  for  that  pur- 
pose was  then  made  to  the  Court  of  King's  Bench,  which  was 
granted,  after  solemn  arguntent ;  and  at  a  subsequent  term,  on 
motion  made  in  the  King's  Bench,  the  transcript  of  the  record 
in  the  Exchequer  Chamber  was  amended  by  the  record  of  the 
King's  Bench ;  and  the  judgment  was  afterwards  aflirmed  in 
the  Exchequer  Chamber  by  three  of  the  justices  of  the  Common 
Pleas,  and  three  barons  of  the  Exchequer ;  one  of  the  judges 
being  absent,  one  doubting,  and  another  having  voted  in  the 
court  below.  Allowing  every  weight  to  this  case,  it  does  not 
appear  how  the  record  was  remitted  from  the  Exchequer  Cham- 
ber to  the  Kind's  Bench ;  whether  the  court  granted  it  on 
motion,  or  in  what  shape,  or  under  what  solemnity  it  went. 
But  it  may  be  justly  objected  to  this  decision,  that  it  ought  to 
have  little  weight  in  regulating  the  practice  of  this  court.  The 
whole  procedure  was  a  series  of  solemn  trifling,  a  pertinacious 
adherence  to  precedent,  and  an  idolatrous  veneration  for  the 
formtUas  of  pleading,  without  any  regard  to  justice.  An  act  of 
parliament  had,  among  other  evils,  provided,  in  terms,  against 
the  error  alleged  in  this  case ;  and  yet  the  court  turned  the 
party  back  to  the  King's  Bench,  and  suspended  his  rights,  when 
justice  might  have  been  administered  in  the  first  instance,  in 
perfect  conformity  to  law,  and  without  this  serpentine  and 
perplexed  course. 

Independently,  however,  of  the  intrinsic  demerits  of  the  pro- 
ceeding, an  objection  lies  to  the  court,  which  furnishes  *the 
precedent.  It  is  not  a  court  of  dernier  resort^  nor  of  general 
and  extensive  jurisdiction.  Formerly  no  writ  of  error  lay  on  a 
judgment  of  the  King's  Bench,  except  in  parliament ;  by  which 
means  the  subject  was  often  disappointed  of  his  writ  of  error, 
either  by  the  not  sitting  of  parliament,  or  by  their  being  en- 
gaged in  public  business,  when  they  did  sit. 

By  a  statute  of  the  27th  Elizabeth,  the  Court  of  Exchequer 
Chamber  was  constituted  a  court  of  errors,  and  consists  of  the 

{'ustices  of  the  Common  Pleas,  and  the  barons  of  the  Exchequer  ; 
)ut  its  decisions  are  not  conclusive,  as  they  may  be  reviewed 
in  the  House  of  Lords,  on  a  writ  of  error.  Besides  several 
classes  of  cases  which  are  not  within  its  jurisdiction,  it  cannot, 
under  the  statute  constituting  it,  notice  errors  alleged  concern- 
ing the  j,urisdiction  of  the  King^s  Bench,  or  for  want  of  form, 
in  any  writ,  return,  plaint,  bill,  declaration,  or  other  pleading, 
process,  verdict  or  proceeding  whatever.  If  the  case  of  T\iuy 
V.  !Z%c  Exeaitors  of  Donaldson  was  a  mere  question  of  form, 
as  I  think  it  was,  the  Exchequer  Chamber  had  no  right  to  sus- 
tain it.     But  laying  aside  iJl  these  considerations,  ought  this 
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court  of  dernier  rtiort^  to  follow  implicitly  a  precedent,  iiir'' 
nished  by  a  tribunal  of  limited  and  subordinate  jurisdictiooy 
proceeding  upon  untenable  grounds,  and  hesitating  between 
the  claims  of  justice,  and  the  observance  of  forms. 

A  writ  of  error,  (2  Tidd^  1056.)  lies  for  some  error  or  defect 
in  substance,  that  is  not  aided,  amended  or  cured,  at  commoa 
law,  or  by  the  statute  of  amendments  and  jeofails*  When 
error,  therefore,  is  brought,  in  a  case  like  the  present,  which 
is  not  aided  at  common  law,  several  questions  present  them- 
selves : 

1st.  Whether  the  statute  of  amendment  and  jeofails  inter- 
poses, and  cures  the  error. 

2d.  If  so,  by  what  tribunal  shall  the  benefits  of  that  statute 
be  administered ;  by  the  court  alleged  to  *have  committed  the 
error,  or  by  the  court  to  which  error  is  brought,  or  both  ? 

And,  3dly,  in  what  way  shall  the  remedy  be  administered? 

Our  statute  of  amendments  and  jeofails  declares,  ^'  that  if 
issue  hath  been,  or  hereafler  shall  be,  tried,  by  the  oath  of 
twelve  men  or  more,  for  the  party  plaintiff  or  demandant,  or 
for  the  party  tenant  or  defendant,  plaintiff  in  assise,  vouchee, 
prayee  in  aiel,  or  tenant  by  receipt,  in  any  manner  of  action, 
suit,  bill,  plaint  or  demand,  in  any  court  of  record,  then  the 
judges  or  justices,  by  whom  judgment  thereof  ought  to  be 
given,  shall  proceed  and  give  judgment  in  the  same,  any  mis- 
pleading, lack  of  color,  insuiSicient  pleading,  or  jeofail^  any 
miscontinuance,  or  discontinuance,  or  misconceiving  of  pro- 
cess, misjoining  of  the  issue,  lack  of  warrant  of  attorney  of  the 
party  against  whom  the  issue  shall  happen  to  be  tried,  or  any 
other  default  or  negligence  of  any  of  the  parties,  or  of  their 
counsellors  or  attorneys,  had  or  made,  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing ;  and  the  judgments  thereof  to  be  had  and  given, 
shall  stand  in  full  strength  and  force,  to  all  intents  and  pur- 
poses, according  to  the  said  verdict,  without  any  reversal  or 
undoing  of  the  same,  by  writ  or  otherwise,  in  like  form  as 
though  no  such  default  or  negligence  had  ever  been  had  or 
committed."  It  further  proceeds  and  declares,  *^  That  certain 
other  defects,  (particularly  specifying  them,)  and  all  such  omis- 
sions, variances,  defects,  and  all  other  matters,  of  like  nature, 
not  being  against  the  right  of  the  matter  of  the  suit,  nor 
whereby  the  issue  or  trial  is  altered,  shall  be  amended  by.  the 
justices  or  other  judges  of  the  courts,  where  such  judgments 
are  or  shall  be  given,  or  whereunto  the  record  is,  or  shall  be 
removed  by  writ  of  error."  By  a  subsequent  section,  judg- 
ments upon  confession,  nihil  dicit  or  Twn  sum  informatus^  are 
put  upon  the  same  footing  as  judgments  grounded  on  *verdicts. 
It  appears,*  therefore,  that  all  defects  or  errors,  properly  amend- 
able, may  be  amended  in  this  court,  or  in  other  words,  passed 
over,  without  being  actually  amended.  To  permit  an  inferior 
tribunal  to  amend  a  record  after  it  is  before  us,  would  be  au- 
thorizing them  to  assume  the  powers  of  this  court;  to  deler- 
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mine  what  is  error,  and  what  is  not;  and  thus  to  arrest  the  m  error. 
cause  from  the  proper  forum,  and  indirectly  deprive  it  of  its 
jurisdiction.  Besides,  there  can  be  no  use  in  the  exercise  of 
the  right.  If  the  matter  assigned  for  error,  is  properly  amend- 
able, this  court  may  do  it ;  if  not,  it  ought  not  to  permit  other 
tribunals  to  interfere.  The  statute  of  jeofails,  passed  in  the 
reign  of  Charles  II.,  to  which  I  have  referred,  was  intended  to 
cure  several  errors,  which  were  before  deemed  matters  of  sub- 
stance ;  and  it  was,  from  its  salutary  and  extensive  operation, 
emphatically  denominated  the  omnipotent  act.  Our  statute 
on  this  subject,  not  only  comprehends  that  of  Charles,  but  all 
those  passed  before,  and  subsequently,  and  may  be  considered 
as  embracing,  as  it  professes  to  do,  ^^  every  default  and  negli- 
gence of  the  parties,  or  of  their  counsellors  or  attorneys." 

If,  however,  amendments  are  allowed  in  inferior  tribunals, 
in  any  case,  after  the  cause  is  before  us,  it  appears  to  me,  that 
the  safe,  the  proper,  and  the  usual  course  to  pursue,  is  not  by 
sending  back  the  transcript  of  the  record ;  but  by  suffering  the 

earty  to  allege  diminution,  and  to  bring  up  the  proceedings 
elow,  by  certiorari.  This  court  will  then  have  the  whole  sub- 
ject before  them,  and  will  be  enabled  to  determine,  whether 
the  court  below  has  exceeded  its  powers,  and  gone  beyond  the 
limits  of  sound  discretion.  In  the  case  of  Danvers  v.  Pendar, 
(1  Wils.  337.)  it  was  moved  for  leave  to  amend  the  transcript 
of  the  record  in  error,  from  an  inferior  court,  where  there  was 
d  mistake,  by  the  record  below,  upon  payment  of  costs  ;  "  be- 
*iause  diminution  cannot  be  alleged  in  a  record  in  error,  from  a 
^base  court, ^^  which  motion  was  granted ;  clearly  conveying  the 
idea,  that  if  it  was  not  a  base  court,  then  the  alleging  of  diminu- 
tion was  the  proper  course.  According  to  an  adjudged  case, 
on  a  writ  of  error  to  the  House  of  Lords  from  the  Exchequer, 
that  diminution  cannot  be  alleged,  (2  Tidd,  llOS."^  in  the  body 
df  a  record  contrary  to  the  transcript ;  doubts  may,  mdeed,  arise, 
whether  the  allegation  of  diminution  in  this  case  is  not  incom- 
patible with  the  transcript,  and  whether  it  ought  to  be  admit- 
ted. But  at  all  events,  the  party,  after  pleading  in  nxdlo  est 
erratum,  admits,  the  record  to  be  perfect ;  the  effect  of  his  plea 
being,  that  the  record,  in  its  present  state,  is  without  error,  and, 
therefcre,  after  a  joinder  in  error,  neither  party  can  allege 
diminution,  or  pray  a  certiorari. 

It  is  true,  that  notwithstanding  the  parties  are  concluded, 
after  this  stage  of  the  controversy,  yet  this  court,  in  the  pleni- 
tude of  its  power,  may  at  any  time,  ex  officio,  award  a  certio- 
rari  to  supply  a  defect  in  the  body  of  the  record,  as  well  as  in 
ifa  branches.  I  think,  however,  that  I  have  shown,  that  this 
is  a  case  which  does  not  demand  an  extraordinary  interposi- 
tion. 

We  are  called  upon  to  establish  a  rule  of  practice,  of  con- 
siderable importance.  In  doing  this,  we  must  ffuard  our  own 
rights;  we  must  not  permit  an  inferior  tribunal  to  oust  us,  in 
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iNERMOjt  an  indkeot  way,  <£  our  jorisdictioQ ;  bat  the  powers  depoated 
with  us,  as  a  oourt  of  superinteodio^  jurisdiction,  and  o( dernier 
resort,  must  be  sedulously  maintamed,  in  order  to  fulfil  the 
great  objects  for  which  a  tribunal,  invested  with  such  a  high 
trust,  and  such  extensive  powers,  was  erected. 

I  am,  therefore,  of  opinion,  that  the  transcript  of  the  record 
oudit  not  to  be  sent  back  to  the  Supreme  Court. 

The  miyority  of  the  court  concurred  in  this  opinioa. 

Motion  denied. 


ALBANY, 
Much,  180S, 

M'VlCKAK 

▼. 

WOLCOTT. 


[♦510]      *JoHN  M'VicKAR,  Archibald  Philips    and  William 

Steward,  appellants^ 

against 

Oliver  Wolcott,  Archibald  Gracie,  Moses  Rogers* 

and  William  W.  Woolsey,  respondents. 

frL'^ordrr  IN  Juney  1803,  Jesse  Hopkins,  of  the  state  of  Connediaa, 
of  the  Court  of  being  in  the  island  of  Barbadoes,  made  a  contract  with  George 
ing^ir^^l^  CrudeUy  an  agent  for  the  supply  of  the  British  troops  in  the 
«n  iiuiincUon,  fVest  Indies,  for  the  delivery  of  certain  cargoes  of  live  cattle 
costs  ^  aeahuu  &Rd  flour.  About  four  cargoes  a  month  were  to  be  shipped 
i^defcDdanu.  from  New-Haven  for  the  British  head-quarters  in  the  fVest 
law^brou^t  Indies,  which  were  at  Barbadoes.  Cruden  agreed  to  advance 
^  ^*  .^"^^  about  one  half  of  the  amount,  or  1,000  dollars  on  each  cargo; 
agrc^  to  8u^  t^d  on  the  29th  June,  1803,  wrote  to  his  agents  in  New-York, 
»jj  '^®J^™*.***  the  appellants,  trading  under  the  firm  of  John  M^Vidcar  if 
of  omom^vnu'  Co'y  informing  them  of  the  contract  he  had  made  with  Ifop- 
jn«J7chojcn,  kins,  and  that  he  had  authiN'ized  him  to  draw  on  them  fi>r  the 
fayorof  A.^itls  1 9OOO  dollars  advance  on  each  cargo  shipped,  on  sending  to 
»o*  *  «^«*»«n*  tttem  a  copy  of  the  bill  of  lading,  and  the  policy  of  insurance, 
SSng  rSS'in  by  way  of  security  in  case  of  the  non-arrival  of  the  cargo. 
diaocer^r,   and  xhc  advances  worc  to  be  made  in  30  days  after  the  documents 

continmnf     an  ^ 

injunction,  that 

A.  was  the  agent  of  C.  for  whose  use  the  suit  at  law  was  prosecuted,  as  B.  michl  make  the  same  de- 
lence  against  A.  as  if  the  suit  had  been  brought  b^  C,  and  where  a  defendant  neglects  to  set  up  matters  n 
his  defince  at  law,  eitber  before  arbitratofs  or  a  jury,  he  cannot  afterwards  make  such  matters  the  basis  of 
a  suit  in  equity,  unless  there  was  some  aeeideHt  or  frauds  of  which  the  party  could  not  avail  himself  at  lasr. 
A  court  or  chancery  wiU  aid  a  defendant  in  obtaining  a  disaovery  beftve  a  trial  at  i 


law.  Dot  noi  after. 
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mentioned  as  security  were  lodged  with  M^Vickar  tf  Co.  In 
a  postscript  to  the  same  letter^  Cruden  agreed  to  dispense  with 
the  transfer  of  the  policy  of  insurance  by  Hopkiniy  and  that 
M^Vtckco'  fy  Co.  might  receive  other  good  and  satis&ctory 
security^  for  the  money  advanced  *by  them,  on  the  cargoes 
actually  shipped,  and  duly  consigned  to  Cruden. 

Hopkins,  aflerwards  agreed  with  the  appellants,  instead  of 
deUverinff  the  policies  of  insurance,  that  the  respondents  and 
James  fratsoriy  since  deceased,  who  were  then  partners,  under 
the  firm  of  Oliver  Wolcott  if  Co.y  should  become  sureties  to 
the  i^pellants,  for  the  delivery  of  the  cargoes.  Aocordinjgly, 
on  the  20th  September ^  1803,  an  agreement  was  entered  into 
between  Oliver  Wolcott  fy  Co.^  in  I^half  of  Hopkins^  on  the 
one  part,  and  John  W  Vickar  fy  Co.y  in  behalf  of  George  Ctuf- 
demy  of  the  other  part,  by  which,  after  reciting  the  agreement 
between  Hopkins  and  Cruden^  Oliver  Wolcott  fy  Co.  engage, 
on  receiving  the  acceptance  of  M'  Vickar  fy  Co.  of  the  drafts 
of  Hopkinsy  for  1,000  dollars,  at  30  days,  on  account  of  the 
cargoes  of  cattle  shipped  and  consigned  to  Cruden,  to  reim- 
burse M'^  Vickar  fy  Co.  each  and  every  advance  so  made,  on 
whatever  cargoes  of  cattle,  as  should  not  arrive  to  the  hands 
of  CrudeUy  within  30  days  after  advice  of  the  same  by  either 
partv,  together  with  the  charge  of  interest  and  commission, 
by  m* Vickar  Sf  Co.  on  the  amount  of  such  advances.  This 
agreement  was  signed  by  the  appellants  and  respondents,  in 
their  proper  names. 

Jesse  Hopkins  having  entered  into  a  partnership  with  Asa 
and  Daniel  Hopkinsy  under  the  firm  of  Jesse  Hopkins  fy  Co.y 
they  commenced  the  shipment  of  cargoes  of  cattle,  which 
were  consigned  to  Crudeny  at  Barbadoesy  or  whatever  island 
in  the  West  Indies  should  become  British  head-quarters,  and 
to  proceed  firom  thence  to  any  other  island,  if  required  by  the 
consignee.  Fovr  of  the  cargoes  so  shipped  gave  rise  to  the 
present  controversy ;  more  particularly  three  cargoes,  shipped 
in  the  months  of  September,  October,  and  December,  1803,  and 
on  which  Hopkins  drew  bills  on  the  appellants,  for  1 ,000  dol- 
lars each,  and  which  were  accepted  by  them.  *lJpon  the 
acceptance  of  each  bill,  Oliver  Wolcott  fy  Co.  gave  to  the  ap- 
pellants a  receipt ;  and  all  the  bills  so  accepted  were  paid  to 
Oliver  Wolcott  fy  Co. 

The  three  cargoes  above-mentioned,  on  account  of  the  ves- 
sels falling  to  leewardy  did  not  arrive  at  Barbadoes ;  but  reach- 
ed some  (3*  the  leeward  Mands  in  the  West-huties,  where  they 
were  sold,  on  account  of  the  shippers.  These  cargoes,  how- 
ever, were  tendered  to  the  agents  of  Crudeny  at  the  different 
islands  where  they  arrived,  but  were  refiised. 

By  a  letter,  dated  the  15th  July,  1804,  Cruden  gave  notice 
to  the  appellants,  that  the  three  cargoes  of  cattle  had  not  ar- 
rived at  Barbadoes ;  and  that  he  would  not  pay  or  allow  the 
appellants  the  advances  made  upon  them,  but  that  they  must 
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look  to  the  seovrity  they  had  taken,  for  their  rehnbursement 
This  letter  was  receired  on  the  5th  September,  1804,  and  wa9 
the  first  notice  which  the  appellants  had  of  the  non-arrival  of 
the  three  cargoes  of  cattle  at  Barbadoes.  About  the  1st  Oc-' 
tober,  1804,  {John  M^VtcJcarhhYing  been  absent  from  Netp- 
York  at  the  time  the  letter  was  received,  and  for  about  three 
weeks  after,)  notice  was  given  by  the  appellants-  to  the  re- 
spondents, of  the  non-arrival  of  the  cargoes ;  and  they  were 
requested  to  reimburse  the  amount  of  the  advances,  with  the 
interest  and  commission. 

After  repeated  applications,  the  respondents  gave  their  final 
answer,  that  they  would  not  make  the  reimbursements  de- 
manded, on  which  a  suit  was  commenced  against  them  by  the 
appellants,  in  the  Supreme  Court,  to  recover  the  amount.  By 
consent  of  the  parties,  in  December,  1806,  the  cause  was  ft^- 
ferred  to  three  referees,  and  the  usual  rule  entered  for  that 
purpose.  The  cause  was  fully  heard  and  discussed  before  the 
referees,  two  of  whom,  on  the  28th  January,  1807,  made  a 
report  in  favor  of  the  appellants,  for  3,740  dollars ;  the  other 
referee  did  not  concur  in  the  report.  Soon  after,  and  *before 
any  judgment  couM  be  obtained  on  the  report,  the  respondents 
filed  their  bill  in  the  Court  of  Chancery,  against  the  appel- 
lants ;  and  on  the  4th  May,  1807,  an  injunction  was  awarded, 
to  restrain  the  appellants  from  prosecuting  their  suit  at  law, 
until  the  further  order  of  the  Court  of  Chancery. 

The  bill  stated  the  contract  between  Hopkins  and  Crudeny 
which  it  charged,  was  not  formally  reduced  to  writing  5  but 
the  principal  conditions  of  it  were  expressed  in  two  letters 
from  Cruden  to  Hopkins,  dated  at  Baroadoes,  the  24th  June, 
1803,  which  were  set  forth.  In  these  letters,  among  other 
things,  Cruden  says :  ^<  Every  cargo,  on  its  arrival  at  Barbadoes, 
or  any  other  island  where  I  have  an  agent  resident,  shall  be 
examined  by  that  agent  on  my  part,  and  any  creditable  and 
respectable  person  that  may  be  appointed  on  your  part ;  and 
whatever  weight,  on  an  average,  they  may  agree  upon,  as  the 
real  weight  of  the  cattle,  to  the  best  of  their  judgment,  that 
weight  I  agree  to  receive  the  cattle  at,  and  to  account  to  you 
accordingly,"  &c.  "  If  it  shall,  at  any  time,  happen,  that  the 
cattle  should,  from  encountering  hardships  on  the  passage, 
from  being  shipped  in  bad  order,  or  from  any  other  cause  or 
accident,  arrive  in  bad  condition,  &c,,  so  as  to  render  them 
unfit  for  tke  use  of  the  troops,  it  must  remain  with  me,  or  my 

Stents,  in  all  such  cases,  to  reject  theVattle  in  toio,  or  only  to 
low  such  a  price  for  them,  as  may  be  agreed  on  between  you 
or  your  agents,  as  sellers,  and  me  or  mine,  as  buyers,"  &c. 
The  bill  then  charged,  that  by  the  actual  agreement,  verbally 
made  between  Hopkins  and  Cruden,  cargoes  which  might  fall 
to  the  leeward  of  Barbadoes,  and  arrive  at  other  islands  where 
Cruden  had  agents  resident,  should  be  received  by  those 
agents,  and  paid  for  by  him;  that  Cruden,  after  a  fiill  knowl- 
413 


Digitized  by 


Google 


OP  THE  STATE  OF  NEW-YORK, 


«614 


adge  that  the  three  cargoes  had  fallen  to  leeward,  and  of  the 
facts  before  stated,  as  to  the  shipments,  advances  and  securitj 
^ffiven  by  the  respondents,  made  voluntary  remittances  to 
Mopkinsy  to  the  amount  of  18,000  dollars,  and  upwards.  The 
bill  further  charged,  that  the  appellants  had  been  reimbursed 
by  CrudeUy  for  their  advances  on  the  three  cargoes  of  cattle ; 
that  Jesse  Hopkins  and  Hopkins  if  Co.  had  become  insolvent ; 
that  the  suit  at  law  was  prosecuted  by  the  appellants  for  the 
benefit  of  Crvden^  who,  with  Jesse  Hopkins  and  Darnel  Hop- 
kins, were  made  defendants  in  the  bill.  The  bill  prayed  for  a 
discovery  and  for  relief,  and  a  perpetual  injunction,  to  restrain 
the  prosecution  of  the  suit  at  law. 

The  appellants,  in  their  answer,  denied  all  knowledge  or 
information  of  the  nature  and  terms  of  the  contract  between 
Hopkins  and  Crudenj  except  what  was  derived  from  the  letter 
of  Crudcn  to  them,  on  the  29th  June^  1803 ;  that  they  were 
iflnorant  of  the  remittances  made  bv  Cruden  to  Hopkins,  and 
Hopkins  if  Co.  They  deny  that  Hopkins  tf  Co.  were  insol- 
vent, though  they  were  somewhat  embarrassed  in  1804  ;  but 
afterwards  continued  their  ordinary  business,  and  paid  their 
debts ;  that  the  appellants  were  authorized  by  Cruden  to  draw 
on  Phyn,  Ihglis  fy  Co.  of  London,  to  the  amount  of  10,000 
dollars  per  month,  to  reimburse  their  advances  made  on  ac- 
count of  Oruden;  that  they  could  not  draw  for  more  than  that 
sum  in  /my  one  month,  or  make  up  in  one  month,  what  their 
drafts  in  another  month  fell  short  of  that  sum.  That  they 
drew  bills  on  Phyn,  Inglis  fy  Co.  for  all  their  advances,  includ- 
ing the  advances  made  on  the  bills  drawn  by  Hopkins,  on  the 
three  cargoes  of  cattle;  that  the  bills  of  Hopkins  were  not 
presented  for  acceptance,  until  after  the  appellants  had,  in  each 
instance,  accepted  bills  drawn  by  Cntden,  for  more  than  the 
10,000  dollars  in  each  month ;  that  Phyn,  higlis  fy  Co.  refused  to 
accept  their  bills,  to  the  amount  of  40,000  dollars,  on  the  ground, 
that  the  appellants  had  drawn  beyond  the  prescribed  credit 
of  10,000  dollars  per  month;  that  these  *bills,  being  protested 
for  non-acceptance  and  non-payment,  were  afterwards  paid  by 
Phyn,  Inglis  if  Co.  for  the  honor  of  the  appellants,  as  drawers; 
that  they  are  still  liable  to  Phyn,  Inglis  fy  Co.  for  the  amount 
so  paid  for  their  honor,  and  that  their  credit  on  Phyn,  Inglis 
if  Co.  on  account  of  Cruden,  was  withdrawn  on  the  24th  Jicrn- 
uary,  1804,  and  the  accounts  between  the  appellants  and 
Phyn,  higlis  if  Co,  were  unsettled.  The  appellants  further 
stated,  that  Cruden  had  Constantly  refused  to  allow  them  the 
advances  made  to  Hopkins,  on  the  bills  in  question,  and  that 
Cruden  was  still  indebted  to  them,  in  a  large  amount ;  and 
they  denied,  that  the  suit  at  law  was  instituted  or  prosecuted 
for  the  benefit  of  Cruden,  or  with  his  knowledge  or  concur-, 
renee ;  but  was  solely  for  their  own  benefit. 

Cruden  did  not  put  in  an  answer,  though  measures  were 
pursued  to  have  the  bill  taken  pro  confesso  against  him,  for  a 
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defiiolt  of  appevance.  On  the  filing  tlM  anfwer  of  the  cp» 
pelUats,  a  motion  was  mode  in  the  court  below,  in  Oct^ber^ 
1807,  to  dissolve  the  injonction ;  and  the  bill  and  answer  were 
read,  and  the  modon  argued  by  counsel*  On  the  30th  Oe^ 
ber,  1807,  the  chancellor  ordered  that  the  injunction  should  be 
continued ;  that  the  appellants  should  take  nothing  by  their 
motion,  and  pay  the  costs  of  resisting  it  From  this  order 
they  appealed  to  this  court. 
The  reasons  (oir  the  order  were  thus  assigned  by 

The  CHAKCELiiOm.  The  complainants  had,  in  the  first  » 
stance,  made  a  case  which  induced  the  eourt  to  grant  an  m* 
junction ;  and  a  motion  was  made  to  dissolve  it,  on  the  grounds, 
among  others, 

1.  That  the  defendants  UPVickar  Sf  Co.  had  answered 
fully,  and  denied  the  equity  of  the  bill. 

i.  That  the  matter  on  which  the  bill  was  founded,  was 
available  in  a  defence  at  law;  that  the  complainants  *niight 
have  been  admitted  to  show  it  in  their  defence  before  the  ref- 
erees ;  and  that,  therefore,  they  ought  now  to  be  concluded. 

Preliminary  to  the  examination  of  the  first  point,  it  may  be 
well  to  remark,  that  its  decision  must,  in  a  great  measure, 
depend  upon  the  forms  of  the  court. 

I  take  it  to  be  a  settled  rule,  that  where  a  bill  is  filed  against 
several  defendants,  for  a  joint  cause  of  action,  and  an, injunc- 
tion issued  in  consequence  thereof,  that  the  complainant  is 
entitled  to  retain  it,  if  the  merits  would  warrant  its  issuing  in 
the  first  instance,  until  the  answers  of  all  the  defendants  are  in. 

There  are  many  exceptions  to  that  rule,  and  its  application 
to  each  particular  case  must  depend  upon  the  circumstances 
attending  it. 

Here  the  complainants  made  a  case  by  their  bill,  showing 
that  the  advance  in  question,  was  made  under  the  influence, 
and  in  pursuance,  of  a  preexisting  contract  between  Cruden  and 
Hopkins^  undoubtedly  in  the  capacity  of  agents,  and  iti  sup- 
posed conformity  to  the  instructions  of  Cruden^  their  princi* 
pal ;  for  the  bill  stated  (and  the  fact  was  not  denied  by  the 
defendants'  answer,  the  ciefendants  disavowing  any  knowledge 
of  the  terms  of  the  original  contract)  that  MVxckar  if  Co.^ 
by  its  terms,  were  to  make  such  advances,  as  i^ents  for  Cruden. 

The  defendants'  answer  admitted,  that  the  sole  inducement 
to  the  advance  was  those  instructions,  and  to  put  the  nmtter 
beyond  all  possible  doubt,  the  oontfact,  now  the  subject  of 
controversy  between  the  parties,  expressly  purports  to  have 
been  made  by  Oliver  Wolcott  ^  Co.  in  behalf  of  Jesse  Hop" 
kins^  and  John  M  Vickwr  if  Co.  in  behalf  of  George  Cruden ; 
and  recites  so  much  of  the  contract,  as  to  identi^  it,  to  all 
the  intents  which  had  a  bearing  on  the  motion,  with  the  osa 
stated  in  the  complainants'  UlL 
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*The  advance  was  then  an  incident  of  the  original  contract, 
made  by  M  Vkkar  fy  Co.  in  the  character  of  agents,  with  the 
eventual  replacing  of  which  the  defendants  had  no  cpnnection 
nor  any  interest ;  and  of  consequence,  the  nature,  extent  and 
modification  of  the  credit  given  to  CrudeUy  by  the  house  of 
Phyn^  Inglis  if  Co.,  or  the  exact  form  in  which  Cruden  was  to 
respond  to  the  defendants,  must  be  laid  out  of  the  case,  as 
matters  to  which  the  complainants  were  neither  parties  nor 
privies. 

The  only  questions  were  ;  had  the  complainants  shown  that 
the  defendant  Cruden  was  an  essential  party  ?  and  could  his 
answer  have  either  a  direct  or  remote  influence  on  the  case  of 
the  present  defendants  ? 

Cruden  was  not  only  an  essential,  but  in  my  view,  the  prin- 
cipal, party.  His  contract  was  the  subject  of  controversy ;  his 
advance  the  subject  of  claim  by  the  complainants ;  and  what-^ 
ever  complexion  the  cause  might  take  in  its  progress,  in  that 
stage  of  it,  and  with  relation  to  that  question,  I  thought  it  a 
clear  case. 

As  to  the  2d  point. 

The  defendants  at  law,  I  rather  thought,  could  not  there 
have  availed  themselves  of  the  defence  they  set  up  before  me ; 
and  so  thinking,  I  decided  that  point  according  to  my  hnpres- 
sions,  at  the  time,  leaving  it  open  for  a  further  £scussion  upon 
a  final  hearing,  after  all  the*  pieurties  should  be  brought  in,  if  it 
should  be  then  made  a  point.  The  complainants  alleged  in 
their  bill,  that  they  were  unable,  for  want  of  sufficient  proofs, 
or  any^onfession  or  discovery,  to  show  several  facts  material 
to  their  defence,  and  which  they  particularized,  without  a  dis- 
covery, by  the  defendants,  which  has  always  been  deemed  a 
good  reason  for  a  resort  to  chanceir. 

I  was,  therefore,  of  opinion,  that  the  injunction  ought  to  be  re- 
tained ;  and  that  the  defendants  should  take  nothing  by  their 
motion,  and  should  pay  the  costs  of  resisting  it. 

*Sanfordj  for  the  appellants.     The  object  of  the  bill,  in  the  [  ♦  618  ] 
court  below,  was  to  obtain  relief  against  the  suit  at  law,  by  a 
perpetual  injunction.     The  answer  denies  all  equity. 

A  preliminary  objection  may  be  raised  by  the  respondents, 
that  no  appeal  will  lie  from  the  order  of  the  chancellor,  con- 
tinuing the  injunction ;  but  after  what  has  been  said  in  the 
case  of  the  Trustees  of  Huntington  and  others  v.  Nicoll  and 
others,  (3  Johns,  Rep,  566.)  it  is  unnecessary  to  enter  into  a 
particular  examination  of  this  objection.  It  would  be  very 
ffrievous  and  oppressive,  in  many  cases,  to  stay  a  party  who 
had  obtained  a  judgment  at  law,  indefinitely,  until  a  final  de- 
cree in  the  Court  of  Chancery.  • 

The  chancellor  refused  to  dissolve  the  injunction,  because 
Cruden  and  Hopkins  had  not  answered ;  but  they  are  strangers 
to  the  suit  at  law.     The  judgment  was  obtained  by  AT  Vickar 
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^  Co.  ,only.  It  win  be  easy  to  stop  proceedings  at  law,  by 
making  strangers,  residing  in  remote  places,  parties  to  a  bill  far 
an  injunction,  if  it  cannot  be  dissolved  until  all  the  parties 
have  answered.  It  is  true,  the  bill  against  those  defendants, 
who  do  not  answer,  may  be  taken  pro  confesso.  Still  the  hard- 
ship and  inconvenience  are  great.  Even  if  the  answers  of  Cru- 
den  and  Hopkins  had  been  put  in,  they  could  not  be  used 
against  MPickar  fy  Co.,  their  co-defendants.  {Mkford,  152. 
2  Vernon,  380.  3  P.  Wms.  311.)  Their  not  answering,  there- 
fore, can  be  no  reason  for  continuing  the  injunction. 

The  letter  of  Cruden  to  MVickar  fy  Co.  is  the  basis  of  the 
agreement ;  the  contract  between  Wolcott  fy  Co.  and  JJf  Vidcar 
fy  Co.  is  founded  on  this  letter.  Hopkins  shipped  the  cattle, 
and  drew  bills,  which  were  accepted  by  MVickar  fy  Co.j  and 
paid  to  Wolcott  Sf  Co.,  who  gave  a  receipt,  that  the  acceptance 
was  according  to  the  agreement.  The  three  cargoes  of  cattle 
never  arrived  at  Barbadoes,  which  was  always  the  British  head- 
quarters, *and  where  they  ought  to  have  arrived,  pursuant  to 
the  contract  with  Cruden.  As  Wolcott  fy  Co.  were  bound  to 
refund  the  money,  in  case  the  cargoes  did  not  arrive,  the  castu 
foederis  happened,  and  the  defendants  were,  by  law,  bound  to 
refund.  The  appellants  did,  in  feet,  prevail  at  law.  No  ques- 
tion of  law  is,  therefore,  to  be  raised  or  discussed. 

The  equity  set  up  in  the  bill  is,  that  Cruden,  by  his  contract 
with  HopkinSy  was  bound  to  receive  the  cattle  at  any  of  the 
leeward  islands  at  which  they  arrived,  and  where  Cruden  had 
agents ;  and  that  the  cattle  did  arrive  at  a  leeward  island,  where 
there  was  an  agent  of  Cruden.  Barbadoes  is  the  most  wind 
ward  island. 

The  contract  set  forth  in  the  bill,  between  Cruden  and  Hop- 
kins, is  very  different  from  the  contract  between  the  appeUants 
and  respondents,  which  speaks  only  of  the  event  of  the  arrival 
of  the  cattle  at  Barbadoes :  But  it  is  stated  that  the  suit  is  for 
the  benefit  of  Cruden.  Still  both  the  grounds  of  equity,  namely, 
that  Cruden  was  bound  to  receive  the  cattle  at  the  place  where 
they  arrived,  and  that  the  suit  is  for  the  benefit  of  Cruden,  are 
denied  by  the  appellants,  in  their  answer  in  the  court  below. 

Admitting,  however,  the  contract  between  Cruden  and  Hop- 
kins to  be  as  stated  by  the  respondents,  it  cannot  affect  the 
contract  between  the  appellants  and  respondents,  which  is  res 
inter  alios  acta,  and  wholly  independent  of  the  other.  It  is  a 
personal  contract,  binding  only  on  the  parties  who  signed  it. 
As  the  appellants  were  not  parties,  nor  privies  to  the  former 
contract,  they  are  not  chargeable  with  a  knowledge  of  it  That 
contract  is  also  stated  to  have  been  by  parol;  and  res  inter  alios 
gestie  nocere  non  debent. 

Should  it  be  said  that  Hopkins  is  insolvent,  and  that  if  the 
respondents  are  compelled  to  pay  the  money  to  the  appellants, 
they  could  not  recover  it  from  Hopkins  ;  *it  may  be  answered, 
that  this  would  be  the  misfortune  of  the  respondents,  but  it 
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furnishes  no  ground  of  equitable  relief  against  this  contract.  If  inerroa 
the  cargoes  had  sunk  at  sea,  the  respondents  must  have  been    albany. 
bable,  whatever  might  have  been  the  situation  of  Hopkins.  The    Mvcb,  itoa. 
money  was  advanced  by  the  i^pellants  to  the  respondents; 
and  for  aught  that  appears,  it  is  still  in  their  hands.     If  they 
have  paid  it  over  to  Uopkviis,  they  sliould  have  taken  care  to 
secure  themselves  against  their  ultimate  liability  on  their  con- 
tract with  the  appellants. 

It  will  be  said,  that  the  appellants  have  received  the  money 
which  they  now  claim  of  the  respondents.  It  is  true,  they  re- 
ceived bills  on  Landany  for  the  amount,  in  the  course  of  busi- 
ness. Cruden  had  a  fbnd  in  Landany  and  he  was  to  draw  on 
bis  correspondent  in  Neto-Yorky  who  was  to  draw  on  the  per- 
son holding  the  fund  in  London.  The  bills  received  were  to 
the  use  of  Cruden.  Suppose  the  cargoes  had  been  lost  by  the 
perik  of  the  sea,  would  the  respondents  be  allowed  to  make 
this  objection  to  an  action  against  them,  on  their  contract  with 
the  appellants.'^  As  the  cattle  did  not  arrive,  it  is  the  same  as  if 
they  were  lost.  If  the  bills  were  not  paid,  the  appellants  could 
not  have  recourse  to  Cruden.  The  appellants  were  instructed 
to  take  security  for  their  advances,  and  they  made  them  at 
their  own  peril.  The  appellants  had  no  authority  to  draw  for 
more  than  10,000  dollars  per  month  ;  and  the  bills  drawn  for 
the  cargoes  in  question,  were  an  excess  beyond  that  sum. 
These  bills  were  protested  ;  and  PhyUy  Inglis  fy  Co.  paid  them, 
Mupra  protest,  for  the  honor  of  the  drawers,  who  are,  therefore, 
liable  to  them  for  the  amount. 

The  fiind  in  London  belonged  to  Cruden,  and  was  under  his 
control ;  Cruden  refuses  to  allow  the  appellants  the  amount  of 
these  advances;  andPAyn,  Inglis  fy  Co.  will  of  course  require 
the  appellants  to  pay  the  amount.  It  ^follows,  that  the  appel-  [  *  521  ] 
lants  are  without  remedy,  if  they  cannot  recover  the  amount 
of  the  respondents. 

The  appellants  merely  ask  to  have  the  injunction  dissolved  ; 
it  cannot  affect  the  rights  of  the  respondents,  if,  on  a  final  hear- 
ing, they  shall  be  able  to  establish  them.  Where  the  answer 
denies  ill  the  equity  of  the  bill,  it  is  a  rule  of  course,  to  dis- 
solve the  injunction. 

Again,  the  respondents  voluntarily  consented  to  refer  the 
cause  to  the  decision  of  arbitrators ;  and  are,  therefore,  now 
entitled  to  much  less  fisivor,  after  the  report  or  decision  of  those 
arbitrators. 


S.  M.  Hopkins  and  Van  Vechten,  for  the  respondents.  From 
the  nature  and  effect  of  the  transactions  in  this  case,  it  is  man- 
ifest, that  the  advances  made  by  the  appellants  to  Hopkins  were 
out  of  the  funds  of  Cruden ;  they  were  made  in  pursuance  of 
the  agreement  between  Cruden  and  Hopkins,  by  the  agents  of 
the  former  to  the  agents  of  the  latter.  The  contract  between 
the  appellants  and  respondents  is  collateral  to,  and  dependent 
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on  the  contract  between  Cruden  and  Hopkins,  and  is  to  be 
governed  hj  the  terms  and  effect  of  the  original  transactioB. 
The  appellants,  in  feet,  advanced  the  money  of  Cruden;  it  was 
an  order  from  him  to  his  agents,  to  pay  money  to  the  respond- 
ents, on  his  account,  and  to  charge  it  to  him.  By  receiving 
the  money,  the  respondents  did  not  become  indebted  to  the 
appellants,  but  to  Cruden^  the  principal.  If,  then,  Hopkins  is- 
not  responsible  to  Cruden^  for  the  money  advanced,  the  re- 
spondents are  not  liable  to  the  appellants. 

Again,  there  is  more  equity  in  the  case  of  the  respondents, 
as  mere  sureties.  Crudenj  long  after  the  advances  were  made, 
bad  property  belonging  to  Hopkins  in  his  hands,  which  he 
ought  to  have  applied  to  his  own  indemnity ;  and  as  he  did 
not  secure  himselt  out  of  those  funds,  *but  remitted  them  to 
Hopkins,  the  respondents  ought  to  be  exonerated. 

On  these  grounds,  the  respondents  filed  a  bill  in  the  Court 
of  Chancery,  for  a  discovery  and  an  account ;  for  if  it  should 
appear  from  the  account  between  Cruden  and  HopkinSy  that 
n<Hhing  was  due  to  Cruden,  or  if,  on  a  final  account  betweeo 
the  appellants  and  Cruden,  nothing  should  be  due  to  the  latter, 
then  there  could  be  no  claim  against  the  respondents.  That 
Cruden  was  the  principal,  in  the  whole  transaction,  and  the  re- 
spondents merely  sureties  for  Hopkins,  is  clear  from  the  facts 
in  the  case.  The  suit  at  law  was  for  his  benefit ;  he  was  a  ma- 
terial partv  ;  and  the  respondents  ought  to  retain  the  injunc- 
tion until  his  answer  is  put  in,  and  the  whole  equity  of  the  bill 
denied. 

It  is  a  mistcJcen  notion,  that  the  respondents  were  bound  to 
reimburse  the  appellants  personally.  The  court,  in  construing 
the  agreement,  will  look  rather  to  the  nature  of  the  transactions 
between  the  parties,  than  to  the  words  of  the  contract,  in  or- 
der to  discover  the  scope  and  intent  of  the  agreement.  {Lud" 
low  V.  Simond,  2  Caines^s  Cases  in  Error,  43.)  The  liability  of 
one  party  cannot  be  increased  by  the  acts  or  conduct  of  the 
other  party.  The  appellants,  bv  drawing,  or  overdrawing  bills, 
cannot  alter  the  responsibility  of  the  respondents ;  nor  can  CrW' 
den,  by  refusing  to  receive  the  cargoes,  change  that  responsibility. 

Hopkins,  by  the  contract  with  Cruden,  had  an  election  to 
land  the  cargoes  to  be  shipped,  either  at  Barbadots,  or  at  any 
leeward  island,  where  Cruden  had  an  agent.  The  performance 
of  either  part  of  the  alternative,  was  suflicient  ( Co.  Lit,  145. 
a.  4  Burr.  2052.  2056.  Roll.  Abr.  446.)  If  Hopkins  went  to 
Barbadoes,  it  was  enough ;  he  was  not  bound  to  carry  the  car- 
goes farther. 

Again,  the  respondents  have  a  right  to  insist  on  the  practi- 
cal construction  given  to  this  contract  by  Cruden  himself,  who 
received  and  paid  for  one  of  the  cargoes,  that  arrived  at  a  lee- 
ward island. 

♦Where  a  creditor  has  an  opportunity  to  reimburse  him- 
self out  of  the  fiinds  of  the  principal  debtor,  in  his  hands, 
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lie  ought  to  do  it ;  and  if  l^e  foils  to  do  so,  the  sarety  of  m error. 
such  debtor  is  exonerated.  (Law  v.  E.  /.  Company^  4  yes- 
sey^jun.  324.)  Here  the  suretiship  was  at  the  commencement 
oi  the  transactions  between  Cruden  and  Hopkins,  Funds  were 
continually  coming  into  the  hands  of  Cruden^  afterwards,  out 
of  which  he  might  have  indemnified  himself  for  any  advances, 
as  to  the  first  cargoes  which  did  not  arrive ;  and  for  that  pur- 
pose, notice  was  to  be  given  to  Cruden  of  the  amount  specifical- 
ly advanced  on  each  carso  which  was  shipped. 

It  is  to  be  observed,  also,  that  eleven  months  elapsed,  after 
the  cargoes  were  shipped,  before  Cruden  directed  the  appel- 
lants to  make  any  demand  on  the  respondents.  By  this  long 
delay,  the  respondents  lost  the  opportunity  of  reimbursing 
themselves  out  of  any  moneys  of  Hopkhis,  which  might  have 
come  into  their  hands ;  all  the  transactions  between  him  and 
them  having  been  long  before  closed.  Cruden  was  bound  to 
give  notice  to  the  respondents,  and  to  make  his  demand  in  a 
reasonable  time.  (1  Roll  Ahr.  463.  469.  Hob.  51.  Hardresy 
42.  Cro.  Jac.  432.)  Whether  the  respondents  did  know  or 
not,  of  the  non-arrival  of  the  cargoes,  can  make  no  difference ; 
their  responsibility  depended  on  the  notice  they  were  to  receive 
from  Crudeny  or  the  appellants. 

Until  the  appellants  have  actually  paid  the  money  out  of 
their  own  pockets,  they  can  have  no  equitable  claim  against 
the  respondents.  Admitting  that  Phyn,  IngUs  fy  Co.  paid  the 
bills  for  the  honor  of  the  drawers,  yet  it  does  not  appear  that 
the  appellants  have  ever  been  called  upon  by  Phyn,  InglU  if 
Co.  for  the  amount  It  has  been  asked,  How  are  the  appel- 
lants to  get  back  their  money,  unless  from  the  respondents  ? 
It  may  l^  answered,  that  they  have  already  the  money  in  their 
hands. 

As  to  the  award ;  if  the  appellants  meant  to  rely  on  that  as 
conclusive,  it  ought  to  have  been  pleaded,  or  if  *set  forth  in 
the  complainant's  bill,  they  should  nave  demurred.  {Mitford^s 
Plead.  204.  296.  209.)  An  award  is  not  more  conclusive  than 
a  judgment;  and  that  must  be  pleaded.  (1  Vesey,  327.  331. 
3  AUc.  223.)  Again,  the  award  was  concerning  the  suit  at 
law;  but  the  suit  in  chancery  is  between  different  parties ;  and 
in  which  equitable  considerations  arise,  which  would  not  be 
made  to  appear  in  a  court  at  law. 

Hoffman,  in  reply.  The  agreement  of  the  *20th  September, 
1803,  must  be  the  basis  of  the  decision  of  the  court.  All  pri#r 
parol  communications,  between  Cruden  and  Hopkins,  or  be- 
tween them  and  the  present  parties,  are  to  be  disregarded. 
The  written  contract  alone  is  to  be  considered.  The  appel- 
lants hiid  an  interest  in  this  contract,  and  a  claim  of  benefit 
under  it.  Much  of  the  argument,  therefore,  on  the  other  side, 
becomes  inapplicable,  if  the  appellants  have  an  equitable  in- 
terest in  the  contract  of  which  they  cannot  be  divested  by  any 
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JN  ERROR,  acts  of  Cruden.  It  does  not  follow,  that,  because  they  are  the 
agents  of  Cruden^  that  they  have  no  interest  in  the  contract ; 
the  agent,  as  well  as  the  principal,  may  have  a  right,  at  the  same 
time,  in  the  same  contract.  As  if  an  agent  sells  goods,  to  be 
paid  for  on  a  certain  day,  the  principal  cannot  receive  the 
money  until  the  agent  is  first  paid  for  any  balance  due  to  him 
fi'om  the  principal.  Again,  suppose  the  agent  makes  advances 
on  the  credit  of  his  principal,  which  he  is  legally  bound  to  re- 
fund, but  not  trusting  to  that  responsibility,  the  agent  also 
chooses  to  take  security ;  the  legal  responsibility  of  the  princi- 
pal cannot  prevent  the  agent  from  resorting  to  the  security  he 
has  taken.  The  rule  is  the  same  in  equity  as  in  law.  No 
doubt  the  respondents  were  agents ;  but  in  their  contract  with 
the  appellants,  they  do  not  bind  themselves  as  agents.  Where 
a  person  is  to  be  charged  as  agent,  he  must  subscribe  himself 
as  such,  otherwise  he  is  personally  responsible.  The  only 
♦exception  to  the  rule,  is  in  favor  of  the  public  agents  of 
government. 

Suppose  the  cargoes  shipped  by  Hopkins  had  been  lost  at 
sea,  would  the  appellants  have  a  right  to  resort  to  the  respond- 
ents for  indemnity,  in  case  of  the  death  or  bankruptcy  of  Orih 
den  1  Could  the  assignees  of  Cruden  compel  the  appellants  to 
give  up  the  contract  made  with  the  respondents,  until  they  were 
first  reimbursed  for  their  advances  f  If  not,  then  the  appellants 
have  an  equitable  lien^  as  well  as  a  legal  claim,  on  the  security 
of  the  respondents. 

But  it  is  said  that  the  appellants  are  already  p»aid.  That  is, 
they  are  paid  out  of  their  own  funds  or  credit  with  PAyi, 
Inglis  &c  Co,y  who  paid  the  bills  for  their  honor. 

Again,  the  respondents  had  a  complete  remedy  at  law,  where 
they  might  have  set  up  in  their  defence,  what  they  now  make 
a  ground  for  relief  in  equity.  A  court  of  equity  has  no  more 
power  than  a  court  of  law  to  correct  any  errors  of  the  arbitra- 
tors. It  is,  then,  merely  a  bill  for  the  discovery  of  facts  essen- 
tial to  a  legal  defence.  But  a  bill  of  discovery,  after  a  verdict, 
will  not  be  sustained,  when  the  discovery  might  have  been  had 
prior  to  the  verdict.  The  respondents  might  have  had  the 
benefit  of  the  discovery  prayed  for,  at  the  hearing  before 
the  arbitrators.  Cruden  might  have  been  examined  as  a  wit- 
ness. 

But  it  is  said,  that  the  suit  is  prosecuted  for  the  benefit  of 
Cruden ;  and  this  secret  trust  is,  indeed,  the  only  ground  stated 
in  the  bill,  for  granting  the  injunction ;  yet  as  the  answer  ex- 
pressly denied  such  secret  trust,  there  was  no  reason  for  con- 
tinuing the  injunction. 

The  arbitration  was  voluntary ;  it  was  not  a  reference  under 
the  statute,  but  by  the  consent  of  the  parties  ;  and  the  award 
must  be  conclusive.  Its  merits  are  not  to  be  inquired  into  by 
the  coMi^,  unless  fi^ud  or  collusion  is  *alleged.  The  appellants 
were  not  bound  to  plead  the  award.  But  it  is  said  that  Cruden 
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was  not  bound  by  the  award;  yet  if  the  appellants  were  his  IN  error. 
agents,  he  would  be  bound ;  and  if  they  were  not  his  agents,     albany 
then  he  is  a  perfect  stranger  to  the  cause.  March,  laoe. 

Van  Nbss,  J.  Several  questions  on  the  argument  of  this 
cause,  were  presented  for  our  decision  ;  but  as  1  am  of  opinion 
that  the  appellants  have,  by  their  answer,  denied  the  whole 
equity  of  the  bill,  it  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  notice  many  of 
them. 

A  suit  was  commenced  by  the  appellants,  in  the  Supreme 
Court,  upon  the  contract  entered  into  between  the  present  par- 
ties, on  the  20th  September ^  1803.  Issue  was  joined  in  the 
cause,  and  after  being  noticed  for  trial,  it  was,  by  mutual  con- 
sent, referred  to  three  persons  nominated  'and  ejected  oy  tne 
parties. 

The  referees  proceeded  to  the  hearing  of  the  cause ;  both 
parties  appeared  before  them,  and  after  their  proofe  and 
allegations  had  been  exhibited,  and  after  a  full  discussion  of 
the  merits,  two  of  them  made  a  report  in  favor  of  the  appel- 
lants.' 

Soon  after  the  decision  of  the  referees,  the  present  bill  wbb 
filed,  and  the  appellants  were  enjoined  from  ftirther  proceed- 
ings in  the  suit  at  law. 

Upon  the  filing  of  the  answer,  an  application  was  made  to 
the  chancellor,  to  dissolve  the  injunction,  which  was  denied ; 
and  his  decision  on  that  application  is  the  subject  of  the 
present  appeal.  This  is  a  summary  of  the  proceedings,  before 
the  cause  came  into  this  court. 

The  counsel  for  the  respondents  admit,  that  the  suit  in  the 
Supreme  Court  was  not  referable  under  the  statute.  The  sub- 
mission, therefore,  to  the  referees,  was  in  the  nature  of  an  arbi- 
tration, and  the  report  in  relation  to  *the  merits  of  the  contro- 
versy is  final  and  conclusive  between  the  parties. 

Whether  the  contract  of  the  20th  September y  1803,  enured 
exclusively  to  the  benefit  of  Cruden,  or  whether,  in  the  event 
of  the  non-arrival  of  the  cargoes,  the  appellants  acquired  a 
concurrent  right  with  Cruden,  to  resort  to  that  contract,  to 
reimburse  their  advances,  it  is  not  necessary  here  to  decide ; 
for  in  either  case,  the  injunction  ought,  in  my  opinion,  to  be 
dissolved. 

If  the  contract  was  exclusively  for  the  benefit  of  Cruden,  al- 
though the  remedy  at  law  upon  it  must  necessarily  be  pursued 
in  the  name  of  the  appellants,  yet  the  recovery  would  be  for 
the  use  of  Cruden.  In  that  case,  the  respondents  might  have 
availed  themselves,  at  law,  of  every  defence  which  would  have 
been  admissible,  provided  Cruden  had  himself  been  a  party 
upon  the  record ;  and  if  the  construction  of  the  contract  con- 
tended for  by  the  respondents  be  the  true  one,  we  are  to  pre- 
sume, that  such  a  defence  was  made  and  relied  upon. 

421 


[*627J 


Digitized  by 


Google 


527 


CASES  m  Ttifi  COURT  OF  ERRORS 


JNEkkOR, 

ALBANY, 
March,  1808. 

M'VlCKAR 

V. 
WOLCOTT. 


[*528] 


[♦529] 


And  here  I  will  dispose  of  another  pomt,  ft^  cottwected  with 
this  part  of  the  case.  One  ground  upon  which  the  respondenrts 
seek  relief  against  the  report  of  the  referees  is,  that  they  have 
not  had  an  opportun;ty  of  using  the  evidence  of  the  trial  at  law, 
which  Cnidtnh  answer  to  a  bill  of  discovery  would  have  af- 
forded. Granting,  for  a  moment,  that  such  answer  would  have 
furnished  the  respondents  with^  a  cOhriplete  defence,  still,  as  ihey 
omitted  to  take  the  necessary  steps  to  possess  themselves  of  that 
answer,  before  the  trial  at  law,  which  they  might,  and,  if  they 
deemed  it  important,  ought  to  have  pursued,  they  are  now  too 
late.  I  am  satisfied,  that  the  appellantsr  notwithstanding  they 
have  ariswered  the  bill,  are  at  full  liberty  to  avail  themsehres 
of  this  objection. 

*If  the  contract  of  the  20th  Sepitmber,  m  the  event  of  the 
non-arrival  of  the  cargoes,  was  an  accumulative  remedy  for  the 
appellants,  to  indemnify  them  for  their  advances  to  Hopkins^ 
then  Cruflen's  answer  could  not,  either  in  the  trial  at  law,  or 
in  the  court  below,  prejudice  the  rights  of  the  appellants. 
Whatever,  therefore,  may  be  the  true  construction  of  the 
contract,  (upon  which,  for  the  reason  I  have  mentioned,  I 
give  no  opinion,  though  I  have  formed  one,)  the  result  must, 
in  reference  to  the  question  now  before  this  cotirt,  be  the 
same. 

I  am  of  ojHnion,  therefore,  that  the  order  for  the  injonction 
ought  to  be  reversed. 

Spbncer,  J.  This  appeal  is  from  an  order  of  the  Court  of 
Chancery,  continuing  an  injunction  after  answer,  and  directing 
the  payment  of  c6sts  by  the  appellants  to  the  respondents,  for 
resisting  the  motion  to  dissolve  the  injonction,  issued  on  filii^ 
the  bill. 

It  has  been  objected  preliminarily,  that  no  appeal  is  ma»- 
tainable  upon  an  order  like  the  present.  The  22d  article  of 
the  constitution,  and  the  8th  section  of  the  act  regulating 
proceedings  on  appeal  and  error,  have  been  cited.  The  consti- 
tution does  not  profess  to  specify  any  regulations  upon  the  sub- 
ject ;  but  directs,  that  a  court  shall  be  instituted,  for  the  trial 
of  impeachments  and  the  correction  of  errors,  under  the  r^u- 
lations  which  shall  be  established  by  the  legislature.  The 
section  of  the  statute  referred  to,  declares  that  all  persons 
aggrieved  by  any  sentence,  judgment,  decree  or  order  of  the 
Court  of  Chancery,  or  Court  of  Probate,  may  appeal  from  tlie 
same,  or  any  part  thereof,  to  this  court  (a^ 

The  decision  of  the  chancellor,  in  denying  a  dissolution  of 
the  injunction,  directing  it  to  be  retained,  and  awarding  costs 
against  the  appellants,  brings  this  case  within  the  terms  of  the 
statute.  An  order  of  that  court  has  intervened,  in  relation  to 
which  the  appellants  are  ^^aggrieved  by  the  payment  of  costs, 
if  that  order  is  not  justified  on  legal  principles. 
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Thajt  ,oi:deips  may  ^  ,p.ppaaled  from,  it  is  jqow  too  late  to  JN  szrqr. 
controvert ;  the  practice  of  this  co^rt,  J^n  hea^ring  a^ch  a,ppeals     albany 
in  a  vfMiety  of  c^es,  has  given  a  CQOstruction  to  the  statute    March,  im. 
not  tp  be  shaken.     Ayithoyt  undertaHir^  to  clraw  the  line 
between  ^uch  orders  as  may  or  may  not  be  appealed  from, 
in  my  .qpinion,  this  is  an  order  frpm  which  an  appeal  lies : 
ip  Qoming  to  a  decision  on  a  motion  before  the  Court  of  Chan- 
cery, , there  must  necessarily  have  been  an  examination  into 
the  mcirits  of  the  case,  as  disclosed  by  bill  and  answer,  and  the 
appellants  hi^ve  sustained  a  gravamen,  in  the  payment  of 
costs. 

The  ground  of  the  opinion  of  4he  .court  below,  in  ordering 
the  injunction  to  be  retained,  was,  that.  George  Cruden  was  a 
principal  in  the  contm^t  between  itf'  Vickar  fy  Co,  and  Wolcott 
fy  Co.,  and  that  M^  Vickar  ^  Co.  were  agents  merely,  having 
no  interest  themselves  in  the  contract;  on  that  principle,  the 
injunction  was  continued,  until  the  coming  in  of  Cruden^s  an- 
swer. It  becomes  necessary  to  ascertain  the  relation  whic^i 
the  appellants  have  to  Cruden,  and  their  rights  under  the  con- 
tract with  the  respondents,  taken  in  connection  with  the  con- 
tract between  Cruden  and  Jesse  Hopkins,  and  how  far  forth  the 
hearing  before  the  referees  or  arbitrators  will  conclude  the 
respondents. 

It  is  certain,  that  the  letter  from  Cruden  to  the  appellants,  of 
the  29th  of  June,  1803,  led  to  the  contract  of  September  the 
20th,  in  t^at  year,  between  these  parties.  In  that  respect,  the 
appellants  may  be  considered  as  the  agents  of  Cruden;  his  di- 
rections were  pursued  in  talking  the  security,  and  in  adjusting 
the  terms  of  the  contract ;  and  in  case  of  the  arrival  of  the  car- 
goes, the  appellants  had  resort,  for-  a  reimbursement  of  their 
advances,  to  Qruden  alone.  If,  however,  the  cargoes  did  not 
arrive  according  to  the  stipulations  in  the  contract,  then  the 
^appellants  were  possessed  of  a  security  to  them  individually  [*530  | 
and  specifically,  by  which  they  had  a  right  in  their  own  names, 
to  reclaim  from  the  respondents  the  advances  they  had  made 
under  the  contract. 

The  caption  of  the  contract  purports,  that  it  was  entered 
into  between  the  respondents,  in  behalf  of  Hopkins,  and  the 
appellants,  in  behalf  of  Cruden.  This  is  merely  introductory, 
and  can  have  no  control  over  the  stipulations  it  may  contain, 
unless  there  be  ambiguity  and  doubt,  as  to  the  effect  of  those 
stipulations.  The  body  of  the  contract  is  explicit ;  and  by  it 
the  respondents  undertook  and  encased,  on  receiving  the  ac- 
ceptance of  the  appellants  to  Hopkinrs  drafts  for  1,000  dollars, 
at  30  days,  pn  account  of  such  cargoes  of  cattle,  shipped  and 
consigned  to  Cruden,  to  reimbu^rse  the  appellants,  each  and 
every  advance  made  on  whatever  cargoes  of  cattle  did  not 
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JN  ERROR,  arrive  safe  to  the  hands  of  Cruden,  within  30  days  from  the 
advice  of  the  same,  by  either  party. 

If  the  casus  faderis  happened,  nothing  could  prevent  the 
appellants  from  recurring  to  their  remedy,  under  the  contract ; 
it  IS  true,  this  money,  when  recovered,  might  enure  to  the 
benefit  of  Cruden ;  and  there  might  be  a  state  of  things  in 
which  it  would  not.  If,  for  instance,  the  appellants  had  not 
drawn  on  Phyn,  Inglis  fy  Co.  at  all,  to  reimburse  themselves, 
or  if,  as  is  alleged  by  the  answer,  their  drafts  were  pirotested ; 
in  either  of  these  events,  I  cannot  conceive  that  any  court 
could  divest  the  appellants  of  a  security  which  they  had  ac- 
quired, and  of  rights  which  justice  and  equity  would  warrant 
their  holding. 

I  may,  therefore,  conclude,  that  in  some  respects,  the  appel- 
lants were  the  agents  of  Cruden ;  and  in  some  respects,  they 
had  rights  not  liable  to  his  control. 

The  appellants,  conceiving  their  right  to  a  reimbursement 
from  the  respondents  had  attached,  prosecuted  at  *law  ;  and 
the  cause  was  referred  to  three  persons  mutually  agreed  upon, 
not  as  a  case  within  the  provisions  of  the  statute  authorizing 
references.  Two  of  the  referees  reported  in  favor  of  the  ap- 
pellants ;  and  to  avoid  that  report,  this  suit  was  instituted. 
The  principal  grounds  of  the  bill  are,  that  by  the  actual  agree- 
ment between  Cruden  and  Hopkins^  cargoes  which,  by  any 
accident,  should  fall  to  the  leeward  of  Sarbadoes,  should  be 
received  at  any  island  where  Cruden  had  an  agent  residing. 
That  Cruden  would  cause  about  1,000  dollars  to  be  advanc^ 
on  each  cargo,  in  America^  through  the  appellants ;  and  for 
that  purpose,  he  wrote  the  letter  of  the  29th  June,  1803.  That 
the  respondents  became  HopJcins^s  sureties  in  lieu  of  the  poli- 
cies, and  the  agreement  of  tne  20th  September  was  then  made. 
That  in  August ,  1803,  Hopkins  began  to  ship  cargoes  on  the 
contract,  and  in  that  and  the  two  succeeding  months,  four  ves- 
sels sailed  with  cargoes,  fell  to  leeward,  but  arrived  at  other 
British  islands,  where  Cruden  had  agents  resident.  That  Hop- 
kins made  four  drafts  on  the  appellants,  which  were  accepted 
and  paid.  That  it  is  usual  for  such  vessels  to  fall  to  leeward, 
and  that  the  cargoes  were  of  the  description  and  quality,  which 
Cruden  was  obliged  by  his  contract  to  receive.  That  Cruden 
received  one  of  the  cargoes  at  Antigua^  and  thus  gave  a  con- 
struction to  the  contract ;  but  improperly  refused  the  other  car- 
goes. That  Cruden^  with  a  full  knowledge  of  the  facts  as  to 
the  advances,  shipments,  arrival  and  refusal,  and  of  the  -sureti- 
ship  of  the  respondents,  made  voluntary  remittances  to  Hop- 
kins. That  the  appellants  and  Cruden,  during  the  time  that 
their  remittances  were  making,  and  until  long  after  Hopkins's 
insolvency,  never  gave  the  respondents  notice  that  they  were 
held  responsible ;  and  that  if  timely  notice  had  been  given, 
they  might  have  secured  themselves.  That  the  appellants  have, 
in  some  way,  been  repaid  the  advances,  and  the  nature  of  their 
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credit  on  PhyUy  hglis  *if  Co.  is  stated.    That  the  adyances  m  error. 
made  by  the  appellants,  were  not  on  the  credit  of  the  respond-  ~ 

ents)  nor  charged  against  them ;  nor  have  they  relieved  Cruden. 
That  Cruden  and  rkyn,  biglU  fy  Co.  were  solvent ;  and  that 
Hopkins  was,  in  1804,  and  yet  is,  insolvent,  and  that  the  re- 
spondents have  no  competent  security.  That  the  appellants 
had  sued  at  law,  a  reference  had  taken  place,  and  the  referees 
had  reported,  and  that  they  prosecute  for  the  benefit  of  CrU' 
den.  That  on  the  hearing,  the  respondents  could  not,  for 
want  of  proof,  and  of  a  discovery  from  the  appellants,  show  at 
what  time  Cruden  had  notice  of  the  advances  made  by  the  ap- 
pellants, or  of  the  non-arrival  of  the  four  cargoes ;  and  were 
unable  to  prove  that  such  notice  existed,  previous  to  the  3d 
Juney  1804,  though  they  believe  the  appellants  had  the  means 
of  showing  this ;  and  that  the  referees,  in  making  up  their  re- 
port, have  excluded  from  their  consideration  the  point  arising 
from  the  remittances  made  by  Cruden  to  Hopkins^  as  not  be- 
ing within  the  cognizance  of  a  court  of  common  law,  but  ex- 
clusively of  equitable  jurisdiction. 

I  have  been  thus  minute  in  detailing  the  bill,  that  no  part 
may  escape  the  consideration  due  to  it.  It  is  not  material  to 
go  minutely  into  the  answer ;  the  appellants  deny  th^  exist- 
ence of  the  most  material  facts  set  up,  or  declare  their  igno- 
rance of  them.  They  particularly  deny,  that  they  have  been 
reimbursed  from  Cruden^  or  by  their  drafts  on  Phyn,  Inglis  fy 
Co.,  for  the  advances  they  now  claim,  though  they  admit  that 
they  did  draw  on  Phyn,  Inglis  fy  Co.  for  them  ;  but  which 
drafts,  owing  to  their  having  exceeded  the  monthly  sum  they 
were  authorized  to  draw  for,  have  been  protested  for  non- 
acceptance  and  non-payment,  and  have  been  eventually  paid 
for  the  honor  of  the  drawers.  They  deny  that  the  suit  at  law 
was  prosecuted  for  the  benefit  of  Cruden,  but  allege  it  was  for 
their  own  benefit,  and  that  they  look  *alone  to  the  respondents 
to  be  reimbursed ;  and  they  insist,  that  the  referees  did  not 
exclude  any  point  of  defence  from  their  consideration,  as  being 
of  equitable  jurisdiction. 

Whether  the  trial  before  the  referees  be  considered  as  a  trial, 
on  strictly  legal  principles,  or  as  before  arbitrators  of  the  parties' 
own  choosing,  it  may  not  be  very  essential  to  examine.  In 
either  view,  it  draws  after  it  consequences,  which,  in  my  opin- 
ion, are  decisive  in  the  present  case ;  for  it  is  an  undeniable 
proposition,  that  a  defence  which  misht  be  made  at  law,  and 
which  a  party  will  either  omit  or  decline  to  make,  cannot  be 
the  basis  of  a  suit  in  equity ;  unless  it  be  in  cases  of  frauds  ac- 
cident or  trtut,  peculiarly  within  the  province  of  a  court  of 
equity,  or  where  the  jurisdiction  of  the  legal  tribunal  cannot 
admit  the  defence. 

In  the  present  case,  it  was  a  matter  of  inquiry,  before  the 
referees,  whether  the  cargoes  had  arrived  pursuant  to  the  con- 
tract; and  whether  Cruden  was,  under  the  contract  between 
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IN  ERtton,  him  tod  Hopkint,  bound  to  receive  the  cargoes  at  any  oAer 
ALBANY  is'^'^d  than  JBarbadoes,  or  whatever  island  might  become  Brit- 
March,  1808.  ish  head-qoartcrs.  The  referees,  in  reporting  in  fiivor  of  the 
respondents,  must  have  decided,  either  that  the  cargoes  'did 
not  arrive  at  all,  or  did  Hot  arrive  at  the  island  coBtemfdated 
and  agreed  upon  between  the  parties  to  the  contract.  Their 
decision  is  final  upon  this  point,  and  no  court  of  law  or  ^uity 
should  disturb  it. 

There  is  nothing  of  a  peculiarly  eqiiitable  jmisdiction,  in 
ascertaining  whether  the  appellanits  were  agents  to  Cruden, 
and  having  no  rights  of  their  own,  distinct  from  his.  This  was 
a  proper  subject  for  discussion,  even  in  a  court  of  law ;  and  at 
law,  the  beneficial  interest  of  a  third  person  will  be  regarded 
and  upheld,  against  even  the  acts  of  the  trustee.  A  variety  of 
cases  might  be  mentioned,  *where  this  has  beeti  done  at  law; 
hence  it  was  a  matter  which  was,  or  might  have  been,  brought 
before  the  referees,  if  the  respondents  were  agents  without  any 
interest  or  right  in  the  contract,  that  Crudcn  made  remittances 
to  Hopkins,  to  the  fraud  and  injury  of  the  respondents.  It  is 
equally  a  decisive  answer  to  this. ground  of  equity,  that  there 
is  no  pretence  that  the  respondents  offered  evidence  to  the 
referees,  which  could  have  influenced  their  decision  ;  for,  by 
their  bill,  tliey  state  their  inability  to  do  so,  for  the  want  of  proof, 
and  of  discovery  from  the  appellants,  as  to  the  time  that 
Crudert  had  notice  of  the  advances  made,  and  the  non-arrival 
of  the  four  cargoes.  A  court  of  equity,  it  is  true,  is  nncillary 
to  a  court  of  law,  and  would  have  afforded  the  respondents 
its  aid  in  gaining  a  discoverv  before  trial,  but  not  after; 
and  it  appears  to  me  to  be  novel  and  unprecedented,  to  ask  a 
review  of  a  cause,  at  law  or  in  equity,  because  a  party  has 
gone  to  trial  without  suflicient  proof,  which,  if  diligent,  he 
might  have  obtained.  There  is  another  answer  to  this  groand 
of  equity ;  it  is  denied  that  the  referees  did  exclude  this  sub- 
ject from  their  consideration,  on  the  ground  of  its  being  exchi- 
sively  of  equitable  jurisdiction. 

In  short,  the  only  colorable  ground  of  equity  in  the  bill 
is,  that  the  suit  at  law  is  prosecuted  for  Cruden^s  benefit; 
and  this  is  pointedly  denied  by  the  answer.  It  is  scarcely 
necessary  to  remark,  that  the  answer  is  to  be  taken  as  true, 
in  those  parts  which  are  answers  to  interrogatories,  until  dis- 
proved. 

The  injunction,  then,  in  my  opinion,  ought  not  to  have  been 
continued,  under  any  notion  that  there  was  an  equity  stated 
in  the  bill,  which  was  not  denied ;  nor  upon  the  idea  that  the 
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peculiar  to  themselves.  The  contract  was  theirs ;  it  was  an 
additional  security  in  case  of  the  non-arrival  of  the  cargoes ; 
and  though  Cruden  was  ^liable  to  the  appellants^  the  respond- 
ents were  also  liable,  when  the  coittingen<7  to  make  them  so 
happened. 

There  are  cases  in  which  a  court  of  chancery  will  not  dis- 
solve an  injunction,  until  all  the  defendants  have  answered ; 
but  those  are  cases,  where  the  (defendants  have  an  identity  of 
interests,  and  where  the  act  of  one  will  affect  the  other.  In 
the  present  case,  I  have  already  stated,  that  there  is  not  an 
identity  of  interests  between  the  appellants  and  Cruden ;  the 
answer  of  the  latter  could  never  be  read  as  evidence  against 
the  appellants.  It  was,  therefore,  improper  to  restrain  the 
appellants,  by  an  injunction,  from  availing  themselves  of  a  legal 
remedy  they  acquired  in  a  due  course  of  law,  until  Cruden^s 
answer  came  in.  I  am,  therefore,  of  opinion,  that  the  order 
appealed  from  ought  to  be  reversed.  * 

Kent,  Ch.  J.,  declared  himself  to  be  of  the  same  opinion. 

The  majority  of  the  court  being  of  the  same  opinion,  it  was 
thereupon  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  order  of 
the  Court  of  Chancerv  complained  of,  be  reversed ;  and  that 
the  complainants'  bill  in  the  said  cause  be  dismissed  with 
costs ;  and  that  the  record  and  proceedin;^s  be  remitted  to  the 
Court  of  Chancery,  to  be  executed  accordmg  to  law. 


Vol.  IV. 


54 


Judgment  reversed. 


ALBANY, 
MBfc^  1808 
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*CoMFORT  Sands,  Henry  Sands,  Lewis  Sands,  Na- 
thaniel Prime,  and  others,  appellants^ 
against 
George  Codwise,  jun.,  Peter  Ludlow,  James  Cod- 
wise,  Robert  Morris,  James  Ludlum,  Jonathan 
Ogden,  Isaac  Cock,  Allen  Clapp,  Jacob  Valen- 
tine, and  Michael  Merrit,  respondents. 

Whai  aeu  aad  THE  respondents  filed  their  bill  in  the  Court  of  Chancery,  as 
S^^^fiTwdT^n  creditors  of  the  appellant  Comfort  Sands,  for  themselves,  and 
avoid  eonvey  ^11  the  Other  Creditors  of  Comfort  Sands,  who  should  be  adjudg- 
anMs^asagauu .  ^j  entitled  SO  to  do,  and  who  should  come  in  and  contribute  to 
Conveyances  the  expenses*of  the  suit,  or  any  other  proceedings  which  mifi:ht 

made  to  defeat  ,        ,.  *^^     ,  ^   ,  ,  '        .      -^  ^  r         l        •*  •      . 

creditors  are  be  directed,  Or  take  place,  m  consequence  of  such  suit,  against 
void  by  com-  ^he  appellants,  and  others,  made  defendants. 
aTby^A^si^-  The  appellant  Comfort  Sands,  for  many  years,  prior  to  the 
***Wh  ^*^eds  ^^^^  1*797,  was  extensively  concerned  in  business,  as  a  mer- 
are  void,  on  the  chant,  and  was  reputed  to  be  a  person  of  large  estate.  About 
KT^fraud"^  the  year  1797,  he  became  indebted  to  the  respondents,  in  the 
ve  tTbe'  cod^  sums  of  uiouey  mentioned  in  their  bill,  and  which  remain  un- 
sidered  as  void  p^jd.  In  the  year  1797,  and  after,  beins;  indebted  to  the  re- 
are  not  allowed  spoudcnts,  he  became  embarrassed  in  his  anairs,  stopped  pay- 
curU**°**to*  Uie  ™®'^^>  ^^^  pretended  to  be  unable  to  pay  his  debts,  but  did  not 
grantee,  for  ad-  exhibit  to  his  creditors  a  statement  of  his  affairs, 
vances  ne  may  ^^  i]^q  (^^q  hg  stopped  payment,'he  was  possessed  of  a  large 
[  *  537  ]  personal  estate,  and  a  large  and  valuable  real  ^estate  ;  part  of 
have  made^  or  which  was  situated  in  the  city  of  New-  York ;  part  in  Brooklyn, 
he  ^ay '  have  in  Ktng^s  county ;  part  at  Schaticoke,  in  Rensselaer  county ; 
entered  into,  on  part  in  Minisink,  in  Orange  county  ;  some  in  the  city  of  Wash- 
Where  the  ington,  in  the  territory  of  the  United  States,  besides  lands  in  the 
S^^*^  ad*^   *  ^^^^  ^^  Geor^g-tflf,  and  elsewhere. 

defeat  creditors^  When  he  Stopped  payment,  H.  and  S,  Johnson  were  endors- 
afterwards  bj?-  g^g  qo  his  notes,  for  his  accommodation ;  and  on  a  settlement 
rupt^egTMiee  of  accounts,  in  February^  1798,  there  was  a  balance  due  from 
for  thfi^s'^d  '^™  ^^  ^^^  ^^^  ^'  ^^  ^'  Johnson,  of  1 2,634  dollars  and  1 1  cents, 
profits,  subM-  of  which  he  paid  them,  soon  after,  800  dollars ;  and  they  still 
^rSLnk^tT*  '^"^^•'^^d  endorsers  on  a  note,  remaining  in  the  bank  of  JVejr- 
or  fromthe^tii^  York,  for  2,500  dollars,  which,  added  to  the  balance  of  account, 
o?ihe  wd^o  ""^^^  ^^^  ^"™  ^^  14,334  dollars  and  11  cents;  for  which  sum 
to  call  him  to  ac-  he  Voluntarily  gave  to  them  a  bond  and  warrant  of  attorney, 
and^nouSiSfe'  ^^  which  judgment  was  entered  up  against  him,  in  Ju/y,  1798, 

Where  a  bill 
b  chancery  was  filed 'by  creditors,  to  set  aside  the  deeds  of  a  bankrupt,  on  the  ground  of  fraud,  it  was 
held,  that  the  property  was  not  to  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  a  master,  but  was  to  be  disposed  of  by  the 
assignees  of  the  bankrupt,  accordinr  to  the  bankrupt  law  of  the  United  States. 

Cm  an  appeal,  this  court  will  decide  on  those  parts  only  of  the  decree  of  the  court  below,  which  are  com 
plained  of  in  the  petition  of  appeal. 
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and  was  the  first  judgment  against  him.  A  fieri  facias  was  soon  in^rroil 
after  issued  on  the  said  judgment,  which  was  levied  on  the 
household  furniture,  and  other  personal  property  of  Comfoit 
Sands,  and  on  his  dwelling-house  in  Pine  street ^  and  another 
dwelling-house  in  Cedar  street.  In  November,  1798,  the  sher- 
iff sold  the  personal  property  taken  on  the  execution,  at  public 
auction,  to  the  appellant  Nathaniel  Prime,  the  son-in-law  of 
the  said  Comfort  Sands,  as  the  highest  bidder,  for  1,371  dollars 
and  37  cents,  being  less  than  its  real  value.  Prime,  with  the 
consent  of  the  plaintiffs  named  in  the  execution,  gave  his  note 
for  the  amount ;  but  whether  he  afterwards  paid  it,  did  not  ap- 
pear. He  left  the  property  in  the  possession  of  Comfort  Sands, 
who  had  the  use  of  it,  until  his  bankruptcy. 

The  houses  in  Pine  and  Cedar  streets  were  also  exposed  to 
sale  by  the  sheriff,  and  were  struck  off  to  John  Swartwout,  as 
the  highest  bidder,  for  11,000  dollars;  and  if.  and  S.  Johnson 
agreed  to  receive  in  payment  *from  the  purchaser^  their  own 
notes,  originally  given  to  Melancthon  Smith,  and  which  had  come 
into  the  hands  of  Comfort  Sands,  amounting  to  9,116  dollars 
and  25  cents,  and  a  note,  endorsed  by  them  and  Francis  Wain^ 
Wright,  for  2,500  dollars.  These  notes  were  obtained  by  Comfort 
Sands,  and  delivered  to  Swartwout,  who  delivered  them  to  H. 
and  S.  Johnson,  who  thereupon  directed  the  sheriff  to  make  a 
conveyance  of  the  property  to  Swartwout,  who  was  bail  for  Com- 
fort Sands,  and  his  surety  on  bonds  at  the  custom-house.  In 
January,  1801,  Contort  Sands  having  exonerated  Swartwout 
fit>m  his  responsibilities  for  him,  the  latter  agreed  to  convey  the 
houses  in  Pine  and  Cedar  streets  to  any  person  the  former 
might  appoint.  In  April,  1801,  he  conveyed  the  same  houses 
to  Lewis  Sands,  a  son  of  Comfort  Sands,  (who,  in  his  answer, 
stated  he  received  his  note  for  11,000  dollars,)  subject  to  a 
mortgage  to  Samuel  Jones,  and  John  Haring,  for  2,312  dollars. 
In  July,  1801,  Comfort  Sands  moved  into  the  house  in  Pine 
street,  and  occupied  it  for  some  time  afterwards.  The  houses 
and  lots,  in  Pine  and  Cedar  streets,  are  stated  to  have  cost,  in 
1794  and  1795,  13,750  dollars. 

In  Jidy,  1798,  Comfort  Sands  mortgaged  his  estate  in  Brook- 
lyn, to  the  bank  of  New-  York,  to  secure  the  payment  of  50,000 
dollars,  with  interest ;  and  the  value  of  the  property  was  al- 
leged in  the  bill,  to  be  100,000  dollars.  Afterwards,  in  July, 
1798,  he  conveyed  the  same  property  to  his  son,  Henry  Sands, 
for  the  consideration  of  60,000  dollars,  of  which  he  was  to  pay 
56,000  to  the  bank  of  New-  York,  which  included  what  was  due, 
and  one  year's  interest  in  advance ;  and  the  remaining  4,000 
dollars  was  to  be  paid  to  Comfort  Sqnds.  Notwithstanding 
the  sale.  Comfort  Sands  continued  to  exercise  acts  of  ownership 
over  the  property  ;  speaking  of  it  as  his  own,  making  verbal 
leases  of  some  parts,  and  written  leases  of  other  parts,  paying 
the  taxes  and  offering  parts  of  ^t  for  sale,  and  actuietUy  sellmg 
portions  of  the  property  to  several  persons. 
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In  Jfdy^  1798,  Comfort  Sands  conwyed  all  )ais  lands  ia  Stkm  - 
ticoke  to  his  son,  Henrv  Sandsy  for  the  consideratioQ  of  8,OdO 
dollars ;  and  in  S^tembery  1800,  he  conveyed  to  th^  same  son, 
aU  his  real  estate  in  Minisinky  for  the  consideratioii  of  8^25 
dollars,  of  which,  7,125  dollars  was  to  be  paid  to<Hie  Clayton^ 
on  accouat  of  a  debt  due  to  him  from  Comfort  Sands^  and  1,000 
to  the  appellant  himself,  as  he  stated  in  his  answer. 

In  November^  1800,  Comfort  Sands  conveyed  to  his  son, 
Lewis  Sandsj  all  his  real  estate  in  the  city  of  Washington^  fix 
the  consideration  of  9,000  doUars.  At  the  time  of  his  stoppii^ 
payment,  Comfort  Sands  also  had  a  claim  against  the  United 
States^  for  a  larce  sum  of  money,  the  amount  of  which  had  been 

Sreviously  setUed  by  arbitrators;  and  which  he  assigned  to 
fathaniel  Prime^  for  the  sum  of  5  dollars,  in  trust,  to  pay  cer- 
tain creditors. 

Comfort  Sands  was  possessed  of  real  estate  in  James  street^ 
in  the  city  of  New*  York^  which  was  mortgaged  to  the  bank  of 
New-  York;  and  on  the  5th  September^  1800,  having  paid  the  sum 
for  which  it  was  pledged,  the  bank,  by. his  direction,  conveyed 
the  estate  to  Robert  Sands,  his  brother,  who,  as  was  alleged  in 
the  bill,  did  not  pay  Comfort  Sands  any  thing  for  the  proper- 
ty ;  but  held  it  in  trust  for  Comfort  Sands,  who  continued  to 
receive  the  rents  and  profits. 

In  the  year  1796,  C.  Sands  was  owner  of  three  lots  of  ground 
in  Greenwich  street ;  one  of  which,  he  conveyed  to  each  of  his 
three  daughters,  Comeliay  Frances  and  Sarah  Marian  for  the 
consideration  of  five  shillings,  for  their  advancement,  and  better 
provision  in  life.  Sarah  Maria  died  in  1802,  and  her  fiither 
received  the  rents  and  profits  of  the  lot 

^Joseph  Sands y  the  eldest  son  of  Comfort  Sands,  went  to  Ett- 
ropcf  in  1790,  where  he  transacted  business  for  his  ftither,  as 
his  agent ;  and  settled  a  claim  on  the  government  of  France, 
for  150,840  livres,  which  was  registered  in  the  name  of  Joseph 
Sands,  out  of  which  he  was  directed  to  pay  certain  debts  of 
Comfort  Sands;  but  whether  he  paid  such  debts,  or  what  be- 
came of  the  fund,  did  not  appear. 

Comfort  Sands,  refusing  to  pay  his  creditors  or  to  give  them 
a  satisfactory  account  of  his  aflairs,  was  sued ;  and  in  August, 
1798,  was  taken  in  execution,  and  imprisoned  in  JRng^s  county, 
where  he  continued,  until  July,  1801.  A  ct^pias  ad  responden- 
dum having  been  issued  against  him,  in  January,  1801,  on  which 
he  was  arrested,  and  having  continued  in  custody,  under  the  ar- 
rest, for  more  than  two  months,  without  giving  bail,  a  commis- 
sion of  bankruptcy  was  issued  against  him,  on  the  22d  June, 
1801,  on  which  he  was  declared  a  bankrupt. 

Laac  Kibbe  having  been  chosen  an  assignee,  all  the  real  and 
personal  estate  of  the  bankrupt  was  assigned  to  him,  on  the 
18th  July,  1801 ;  and  the  respondents  proved  their  debts  under 
the  commission.  In  a  letter  written  bv  Comfort  Sands  to  a 
mercantile  house  in  England^  who  were  his  creditors,  two  days 
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after  the  cmrnnissfon  of  bankraptcy  issued,  he  says ;  '^  That  the 
pi^oceedtngs  of  some  of  his  ill-natured  creditors  had  brought 
him  to  a  determination  of  being  made  a  bankrupt ;  and  that  he 
had  then  arranged  with  dl  his  friendly  creditors,  and  had  only 
his  hostile  ones  to  contend  with,  who  would  suffer  for  their 
conduct,  and  not  get  5  per  cent  for  their  demands ;"  and  he 
admitted,  that  he  intended  to  become  a  bankrupt,  in  the  begin- 
ning of  June y  1801. 

On  his  examination  before  the  commissioners,  he  did  not  ad- 
mit that  he  was  possessed  of  any  real  or  personal  estate,  at  the 
time  of  his  becoming  a  bankrupt,  except  his  claim  on  the  French 
government,  liquidated  in  the  *name  of  Joseph  Handsy  his  son 
and  agent,  of  which  he  had  made  some  prerious  appropriations ; 
and  some  out-standing  debts  and  claims  of  little  value. 

The  bill  of  the  respondents  charged,  that  the  conveyances  to 
the  sons  and  brother  of  Comfort  Sandsy  above-mentioned,  were 
made  with  intent  to  defraud  his  creditors  ;  that  Lewis  Sands 
and  Henry  Sands  were  young  men,  possessed  of  little  or  no 
property,  and  dependent  on  their  father ;  that  the  sums  men- 
tioned in  the  deeds  were  nominal  and  inadequate,  and  were 
nevei  paid  by  them,  or  if  they  gave  notes  or  securities,  they 
were  merely  colorable,  and  afterwards  given  up,  or  changed, 
80  as  to  suit  the  fraudulent  intent  of  Chmfort  Sands,  and  the 
property  held  as  in  trust,  for  him,  or  his  particular  friends ; 
that  after  the  conveyances  were  made,  h6  exercised  various 
acts  of  ownership  over  the  estates ;  and  that  he  declared,  on 
his  examination  before  the  commissioners  of  bankruptcy,  that 
be  considered  the  estates  in  the  hands  of  his  sons,  as  funds  for 
the  payment  of  such  debts  as  he  chose  to  pay ;  and  that  he  had 
made  arrangements  to  have  them  applied  accordingly ;  that 
these  arrangements  were  made,  wholly,  or  in  part,  by  obtaining 
from  his  sons  and  friends,  promissory  notes  payable  to  himself, 
at  distant  periods ;  and  which  he  endorsed  and  delivered  to  cer- 
tain creditors,  to  be  held  by  them,  and  to  be  paid  out  of  the 
sales  of  the  property,  so  conveyed  and  assigned ;  that  some  of 
these  notes,  to  the  amount  of  5  or  6,000  dollars,  were  placed 
in  the  hands  of  John  Blagge,  upon  a  pretended  trust,  for  cer- 
tain creditors  of  Comfort  Sandsy  with  whom  Blagge  was  wholly 
unacquainted,  and  from  whom  he  had  no  authority  to  accept 
the  notes;  that  Isaac  Kibbcy  the  assignee,  was  chosen  by  a 
majority  of  the  creditors  of  Sandsy  and  against  the  wishes  of 
the  respondents ;  and  in  August,  1801,  the  respondents  applied 
to  Kiboey  for  permission  to  ^use  his  name,  in  such  proceedings 
at  law,  or  in  equity,  as  should  be  necessary  for  the  creditors  of 
Sands  to  obtain  justice,  and  to  have  the  property  which  had 
been  fraudulently  conveyed,  or  concealed,  applied  to  the  pay- 
ment of  his  debts  :  and  they  offered,  in  case  Kibbe  would  con- 
sent, to  indemnify  him  against  all  costs  and  expenses ;  but  he 
declined  doing  any  thing  therein,  and  took  no  steps  to  get  pos- 
session of  the  property  so  conveyed.     The  bill  sought  a  dis- 
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IN  ERROR,  covery  from  Comfort  Sands  of  his  affairs  ;  and  prayed  that  the 
property  conveyed,  assigned,  or  delivered  to  others^  might  be 
applied  to  the  payment  of  the  debts  due  to  the  reqH>ndent3, 
and  such  other  creditors  as  should  cotne  in  and  contribute,  and 
be  decreed  entitled  to  participate  with  the  complainants,  and 
particular  relief  as  to  the  other  defendants,  &c.  An  injunction 
was  issued  to  prevent  the  appellants  and  Robert  Sands y  from 
conveying  or  disposing  of  the  property,  moneys,  or  securities 
which  had  belonged  to  Comfort  Sands^  and  in  their  hands,  or 
under  their  control,  until  the  fiirther  order  of  the  court 

Comfort  Sandsy  in  his  answer,  in  the  court  below,  denied  that 
the  conveyances  above-mentioned,  were  made  to  defraud  his 
creditors,  or  that  any  trust  was  expressed  or  understood  for 
him,  or  that  he  had  any  design  to  secure  the  property  to  him- 
self or  his  family ;  he  alleged  that  he  acted  as  an  agent  for  his 
son  Henry  J  in  relation  to  the  Brooklyn  estate  ;  that  his  object 
in  the  sale  of  his  property,  was  to  apply  it  to  the  payment  of 
his  debts;  and  that  he  expected  his  son  Henry  would  have 
been  able  to  dispose  of  the  property  (with  some  benefit  to  him- 
self) for  the  notes  of  Comfort  Sands ;  that  the  security  he  took 
from  his  sbns  was  personal,  but  bmiafide ;  that  he  believed  his 
sons  would  have  been  fully  able  to  pay  the  notes,  out  of  the 
property  sold  by  them,  as  the  notes  were  payable  at  different 
periods,  so  as  to  dribrd  time  for  sales,  vnthout  any  sacrifice ; 
but  that  the  sales  'had  been  prevented  *by  the  injunction  ob- 
tained by  the  respondents ;  that  some  of  the  notes  had  been 
paid,  but  the  greatest  part  still  remained  unpaid ;  and  that  a 
further  reason  for  his  making  the  conveyances  absolute,  with- 
out any  other  security  for  the  purchase-money,  was  to  avoid 
having  the  property  sacrificed  at  auction,  under  a  sheriff's  sale, 
for  the  benefit  of  particular  creditors ;  that  at  the  time  he  paid 
the  notes  to  his  creditors,  he  had  no  intention  of  becoming  a 
bankrupt.  He  also  denied  all  collusion  with  his  assignee,  to 
prevent  any  suits  being  brought  against  him,  or  any  knowledge 
of  what  passed  between  the  respondents  and  Kibbe ;  he  alleffed 
that  the  property  in  James  street  was  conveyed  to  his  brother 
Robert,  in  trust,  to  pay  two  notes,  one  to  John  Jackson^  and  the 
other  to  David.  Smith  if  Co.,  and  that  the  property  was  convey- 
ed to  John  Jackson  absolutely,  without  any  trust  whatever,  and 
the  notes  taken  up ;  that  he  gave  a  full  account  of  the  disposi- 
tion he  had  made  of  his  property,  before  the  commissioners; 
he  denied  that  the  commission  of  bankruptcy  was  taken  out 
collusively,  and  insisted  on  the  benefit  of  his  discharge  under 
the  bankrupt  law. 

Most  of  the  other  defendants  answered,  or  disclaimed ;  and 
the  bill  was  taken  pro  confesso,  against  the  rest. 

Much  testimony  was  taken  in  the  cause,  and  many  exhibits 
were  read  at  the  hearing ;  but  it  is  unnecessary  to  swell  the 
case,  by  a  detail  of  them,  as  the  material  facts,  not  above  stated, 
are  mentioned  in  the  opinions  of  the  court. 
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The  cause  Was  brought  to  a  hearing,  before  the  chancellor, 
In  March^  1805,  and  on  the  17th  tebruary,  1806,  he  pro- 
nounced the  following  decree : — 

*'  That  the  dwelling-house  situate  adjoining  Pine  sireety  in 
the  city  of  New-  York,  with  the  ground  thereunto  belonging, 
or  therewith  used,  mentioned  in  the  pleadings  of  tliis  cause, 
and  also  the  dwelling-house  in  the  *rear  of  the  before-mentioned 
dwelling  house,  and  situate  adjoining  Cedar  streeiy  in  the  said 
city,  with  the  ground  thereunto  belonging,  or  therewith  used, 
also  mentioned  in  the  pleadings  of  this  cause,  be  respectively 
sold,  by  one  of  tlie  masters  of  this  court,  at  public  auction,  in 
the  city  of  New-  York,  after  giving  at  least  six  weeks*  notice  of 
the  time  and  place  of  such  sale,  in  two  or  more  of  the  public 
newspapers,  printed  in  the  city  of  New-York;  and  that  out  of 
the  proceeds  of  the  said  sales,  the  said  master  pay  Samuel 
Jones  and  John  Haring,  two  of  the  defendants  in  this  cause, 
the  amount  due  to  them  on  the  mortgage,  executed  to  them  by 
the  defendant,  Joseph  Sands,  which  mortgage  is  mentioned  in 
the  pleadings  in  this  cause,  together  with  their  costs,  to  be 
taxed ;  the  amount  so  due,  on  the  said  mortgage,  to  be  ascer- 
tained by  the  said  master,  who  shall  sell  the  said  premises, 
which,  together  with  the  amount  of  such  taxed  costs,  the  said 
roaster  is  to  report  to  the  court,  with  all  convenient  speed :  And 
that  the  said  master  bring  into  court  the  surplus  money,  aris- 
ing from  such  sales,  to  be  distributed  among  the  creditors  of 
the  said  Comfort  Sands,  as  shall  be  hereafter  directed :  And 
further,  that  the  defendant  Lewis  Sands  join  with  the  said  mas- 
ter, in  the  conveyances  to  be  made  of  the  said  premises  to  the 
purchasers  thereof,  in  fee  simple;  and  that  the  defendants 
Comfort  Sands  and  Lewis  Sands,  or  one  of  them,  deliver  to  the 
said  master,  the  deed  from  the  former  sheriii'  of  the  city  of 
New- York  to  John  Swartwout,  and  the  deed  fron^the  said  John 
Swartwout  to  the  said  Lewis  Sands,  for  the  said  houses  and 
grounds  so  ordered  to  be  sold,  which  are  mentioned  in  the 
pleadings,  or  proofs  in  this  cause;  and  that  they,  the  said 
Comfort  Sands  and  Leiois  Sands,  at  the  same  time,  and  under 
oath,  to  be  administered  by  the  said  master,  if  he  thinks  proper 
to  administer  the  same,  deliver  unto  the  said  master  all  thedeeids, 
conveyances  or  assurances,  in  their  or  either  of  their  hands  or 
*power,  relating  to  the  said  premises,  or  any  part  thereof,  and 
that  the  said  master  deposit  the  said  deeds,  conveyances  and 
assurances  in  the  office  of  the  assistant  regii'ter  of  this  court, 
in  the  city  of  New-  York,  to  wait  the  farther  order  of  this  court 
touching  the  same.  And  that  the  said  Samuel  Jones  and  John 
JBaring,  upon  receiving  the  amount  due  to  them  on  the  said 
mortgage,  with  their  costs  to  be  taxed  as  aforesaid,  shall  either 
assign  die  said  mortgage  to  attend  the  inheritance,  or  cause 
the  registry  thereof  to  be  canceled,  as  the  purchasers  of  the 
said  premises  shall  elect:  And  it  is  further  ordered,  adjudged 
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and  decreed,  that  the  defendant  Letcu  Sanis^  aeeount  before 
the  said  master,  who  shall  sell  the  before-mentioned  premiaeHy 
for  the  rents  and  profits  of  ttte  before  mentioned  houses  and 
grounds,  from  the  twenty-seventh  day  of  Aprils  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  one,  (being  the  day 
when,  according  to  his  answer,  and  the  proofs  in  the  caus^,  he 
received  a  conveyance  thereof  from  Jehn  Swartwouty)  to  the 
time  the  master  shall  sell  the  same,  as  herein-belbre  directed : 
and  that,  in  stating  such  account,  the  master  make  an  allow- 
ance for  all  necessary  repairs  and  improvements,  permanently 
useful ;  and  that  in  such  account,  the  said  liCtcis  Sands  be 
charg^  by  the  master  with  the  clear  annual  value  of  the  said 
premises ;  and  if,  on  inquiry,  it  shall  appear  to  the  said  master, 
that  the  said  Lewis  Sands  shall  not,  in  fact,  have  received  the 
rents  and  profits  of  the  said  premises,  from  the  said  Comfort 
Sands,  for  the  whole  or  some  part  of  the  period,  last  aforesaid, 
the  said  Comfort  Sands  shall  account  for  the  said  rents  and 
profits,  for  such  period  as  he  has  not  paid  the  same  to  the  said 
Lewis  Sctnds,  according  to  the  aforesaid  directions ;  and  that 
the  said  master  have  power  to  examine  the  said  Lewis  Sands 
and  Comfort  Sands,  on  oath,  in  relation  to  said  accounting,  if 
he  shall  deem  it  proper ;  and  it  is  in  like  manner  ordered,  *ad- 
judged  and  decreed,  that  the  defendant  Henry  Sands  shall 
convey  to  Thomas  Cooper,  one  of  the  masters  of  this  court, 
by  a  competent  deed  or  instrument  in  the  law,  to  be  devised 
and  settled  by  the  said  master,  all  and  singular,  the  lands,  tene- 
ments and  hereditaments,  and  real  estate,  situate  at  Brooklyn, 
in  King's  county,  which  were  conveyed  to  the  said  Henry 
Sands,  oy  the  defendant  Comfort  Sands,  by  the  deed  or  con- 
vejrance,  mentioned  in  the  pleadings  of  this  cause,  bearing  date 
on  or  about  the  ninth  day  of  July,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-eight,  excepting  such  parts 
of  the  said  hCnds,  tenements,  or  real  estate,  as  the  said  defend- 
ant Henry  Sands  conTeyed  unto  the  said  defendant  Comfort 
Sands,  by  a  deed  or  conveyance,  bearing  date  on  or  about  tiie 
fifteenth  day  of  September,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  one,  and  which  appeared  in  proof  at 
the  hearing  of  this  cause ;  and  excepting  also  such  other  parts 
or  portions  of  the  said  lands,  tenements,  hereditaments  and 
:  eal  estate,  as  may  have  been  heretofore,  and  since  the  said 
conveyance  from  the  snid  Comfort  Sands  to  the  said  Henry 
Sands,  sold  and  conveyed  by  the  said  Henry  Sands  to  any  other 
person  or  persons  bona  fide,  and  for  valuable  consideration,  be- 
fore the  thirteenth  day  of  November,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  one,  the  day  on  which  the  bill 
in  this  cause  was  filed ;  and  excepting  further,  such  parts  or 
portions  of  the  said  premises,  as  have  been  or  may  be  hereaf- 
ter and  before  such  conveyance  from  the  said  Henry  Sands  to 
the  master  shall  be  executed,  sold  unto  the  decretal  order  of 
this  court,  to  satisfy  the  mortgage  on  the  said  premises,  given 
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by  the  said  Comfort  Sandsy  and  held  by  th^  president,  direct-  INERR€HL 
CNTS,  and  o(Mnpany  of  the  bank  of  New- York;  such  convey-  Albany, 
ance  from .  the  said  Henry  Sands  to  the  niaster  as  is  hereby 
intended  and  directed,  is  to  embrace  all  that  part  of  the  said 
real  estate  and  premises,  *which,  on  a  partition  between  the 
defendant  Henry  Sands  and  Joshua  Sands j  fell  or  was  assigned 
to  the  said  Henry  Sandsy  as  the  grantee  of  the  said  Comfort 
Sandsy  as  in  the  pleadings  mentioned ;  and  to  the  end  that  it 
may  be  known  how  much  and  what  parts  or  portions  of  the 
said  real  estate,  situate  at  Brooklyn,  and  mentioned  in  the 
pleadings  in  this  cause,  are  to  be  thus  conveyed  by  the  said 
Henry  Scmdsj  to  the  master  in  conformity  to  this  order  and  de- 
cree ;  the  said  Henry  Sands  shall  state  to  the  said  master,  upon 
oath,  if  required,  the  particular  parts  or  portions  of  the  said 
lands,  tenements  and  hereditaments  which  have  been  conveyed 
by  him,  the  said  Henry  Sands,  which  are  embraced  or  fall 
within  the  second  exception  before  expressed ;  and  the  persbn 
or  persons  to  whom  such  conveyance  or  conveyances  was  or 
were  made,  and  the  time  or  times  when,  and  the  consideration 
for  each  lot  or  parcel  so  conveyed,  and  whether  the  considera- 
tion moneys  have  been  paid,  and  if  not,  when  payable  and 
how  secured :  And  it  is  further  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed, 
that  the  defendant  Henry  Sands,  before,  or  at  the  time  of  exe- 
cuting such  conveyance  to  the  master,  as  is  hereby  directed, 
of  the  said  lands,  tenements  and  hereditaments,  situate  at 
Brooklyn,  shall  deliver  unto  the  said  master  the  said  deed  from 
the  said  Comfort  Sands  to  the  said  Henry  Sands,  dated  on  or 
about  the  ninth  day  of  July,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  ninety-eight,  in  the  pleadings  men- 
tioned, and  also  the  deed  or  instrument  of  the  partition  made 
of  the  real  estate  situate  at  Brooklyn,  between  the  said  de- 
fendant Henry  Sands,  as  grantee  of  the  said  Comfort  Sands, 
and  Joshua  Sands,  in  the  pleadings  in  this  cause  mentioned ; 
and  also  all  other  deeds,  conveyances  or  evidences  of  title,  and 
all  leases  made  thereof,  or  any  part  or  parts  thereof,  and  also  all 
maps  of  the  said  lands,  tenements  of  hereditaments,  situate  at 
Brooklyn,  in  the  hands,  possession  or  *power,  of  the  said  Henry 
Sands ;  and  that  the  said  master  have  power  to  examine  the  said 
Henry  Sands,  on  oath,  if  he  thinks  proper,  touching  such  deeds 
or  other  evidences  of  title  as  are  hereby  directed  to  be  delivered 
by  him,  the  said  Henry  Sands,  to  the  said  master :  And  it  is  fur- 
ther ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  defendant  Henry 
Sands  account  before  the  said  master  on  oath,  for  the  proceeds 
of  the  sales  of  every  part  of  the  said  lands,  tenements  and 
hereditaments,  situate  at  Brooklyn,  aforesaid,  which  were  con- 
veyed to  him  by  the  said  Comfort  Sands,  by  the  deed  or  con- 
veyance mentioned  in  the  pleadings  in  this  cause,  bearing  date 
on  or  about  the  ninth  day  of  July,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-eight,  excepting  so 
much  thereof  as  has  already  or  may  hereafter  be  sold,  under 
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the  decretal  order  of  this  court  to  satisfy  the  mortgage,  on  the 
same  prertaises,  held  by  the  president,  directors  and  company 
of  the  bank  of  New- York,  and  excepting  also  so  much  thereof 
as  the  said  Henry  Sands  reconveyed  to  the  defendant  Comfort 
Sandsj  by  the  aforesaid  deed,  bearing  date  on  or  about  the 
fifteenth  day  of  September,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  one,  or  such  part  of  the  last-mention- 
ed portion  as  the  said  Comfort  Sands  shall  actually  convey  to 
the  master  as  hereafter  directed ;  that  in  such  account  the  said 
Henry  Sands  be  charged  with  all  the  said  real  estate,  or  such 
parts  thereof  as  have  been  sold  or  conveyed,  between  the  said 
ninth  day  of  July,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  ninety-eight,  and  the  thirteenth  day  of  November, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ooe, 
according  to  the  real  and  true  value  of  the  property,  at  the 
times  of  selling  and  conveying  the  same  ;  and  also  that  the 
skid  Henry  Sands  account,  on  oath,  if  required,  for  the  rents 
and  profits  of  all  the  said  real  estate  conveyed  to  him  by  the 
said  Comfort  Sands  as  aforesaid,  from  the  said  *ninth  day  of 
Judy,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
ninety-eight,  in  which  account  the  said  Henry  Scmds  shall  be 
charged  with  the  clear  annual  income  of  the  said  lands,  tene- 
ments and  hereditaments  ;  but  with  respect  to  those  parts  of 
the  said  real  estate,  which  have  been  or  may  be  sold  by  virtue 
of  a  decretal  order  of  this  court,  to  satisfy  the  said  mortgage 
held  by  the  president,  directors  and  company  of  the  bank  of 
New-  York,  the  account  of  rents  and  profits  is  to  be  taken  only 
till  the  times  of  such  sales  respectively  ;  and  the  said  master, 
in  taking  the  said  accounts,  shall  allow  the  said  Henry  Sands, 
by  way  of  discharge,  all  such  sums  as  may  have  been  applied 
by  the  said  Henry  Sands  towards  discharging  the  said  mortgage 
to  the  president,  directors  and  company  of  the  bank  of  New- 
York,  or  the  payment  of  other  bona  fide  debts  contracted  by 
the  said  Comfort  Sands,  and  which  were  due  from  him,  and 
actually  paid  by  the  said  Henry  Sands  out  of  the  said  sales,  or 
out  of  the  said  rents  and  profits,  on  or  before  the  fourth  day 
of  Avril,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred ; 
and  tor  all  necessary  repairs  and  improvements  pennanently 
beneficial :  And  it  is  further  ordered,  that  the  said  master  re- 
port the  result  of  the  said  accounting  by  the  said  Henry  Sands, 
to  this  court  with  all  convenient  speed :  And  it  is  further  or- 
dered, adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  defendant  Contort  iScnub 
convey  to  the  aforesaid  master,  by  a  competent  deed  for  that 
purpose,  to  be  settled  by  him,  all  and  singular,  that  part  of  the 
said  real  estate,  situate  at  Brooklyn,  mentioned  in  the  pfead- 
ings  in  this  cause,  which  was  conveyed  by  the  defendant  Henry 
Sands  to  the  said  Comfort  Sands,  by  a  deed  bearing  date  on  or 
about  the  fifteenth  day  of  September,  in  the  year  of  our  I..ord 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  one,  which  appeared  in  the 
proofs  in  this  cause,  excepting,  however,  so  much  of  the  said 
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last-mentioned  premises,  as  the  said  Comfort  Sands  ^shall  have 
bona  fide  sold  and  conveyed  to  any  person  or  persons,  previous 
to  the  thirteenth  day  of  NovenAer,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  one,  which  sales  and  conveyances 
are  to  be  ascertained  by  the  said  master,  and  touching  which 
he  may  examine  the  said  Comfort  Sands,  on  oath,  if  he  thinks 
proper ;  and  further,  that  the  said  Comfort  Sands,  at  the  time, 
or  before  he  makes  the  said  last-mentioned  conveyance,  shaU 
deliver  to  the  said  master  the  said  deed  from  the  said  Henry 
Sands  to  him,  bearing  date  on  the  said  fifteenth  day  of  Sep- 
tember, in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  one,  and  all  other  deeds  or  evidences  of  title  relating  to 
the  said  last-mentioned  premises,  and  all  leases  of  the  same  or 
any  part  thereof,  and  all  maps  of  or  relating  thereto,  which 
are  in  the  possession,  power,  or  under  the  control  of  the  said 
Comfort  Sands;  and  this  under  the  oath  of  the  said  Comfort 
Sands,  if  the  said  master  shall  think  proper :  And  it  is  fiirther 
ordered,  adjudged,  and  decreed,  that  the  said  defendant  Com- 
fort Sands,  account  before  the  said  master  for  all  moneys  aris- 
ing from  the  sales,  conveyances  and  dispositions  of  the  said 
lands,  tenements  and  hereditaments,  situate  at  Brooklyn,  and 
conveyed  by  him  to  the  defendant  Henry  Sands,  us  mentioned 
in  the  pleadings  in  this  cause,  and  which  have  been  sold,  con- 
veyed or  disposed  of  by  the  said  Comfort  Sands,  after  the  said 
ninth  day  of  July,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  ninety-eight,  and  before  the  said  thirteenth  day 
of  November,  in  tiie  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  one,  or  the  proceeds  whereof  have  been  received 
or  disposed  of  by  the  said  Comfort  Sands,  or  to  his  use; 
and  that  in  that  account  the  said  Comfort  Sands  be  charged 
with  the  real  and  true  value  of  the  said  premises,  sold,  con- 
veyed or  disposed  of  as  aforesaid :  And  that  the  said  mas- 
ter also  have  power  to  examine  the  said  Comfort  Sands 
on  oath,  touching  the  said  last-mentioned  ^account,  if  he 
thinks  proper :  And  it  is  further  ordered,  adjudged  and 
decreed,  that  the  said  Comfort  SoTids  account  before  the 
said  master  for  the  rents  and  profits  of  all  and  singular 
the  said  lands,  tenements  and  hereditaments,  situate  at 
Brooklyn,  and  which  were  conveyed  by  the  said  Comfort  Sands 
to  the  defendant  Henry  Sands,  by  the  aforesaid  de«l,  bearing 
date  on  or  about  the  ninth  day  of  July,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-eight,  which  have  been 
received  by  or  to  the  use  of  the  said  Comfort  Sands ;  and  also 
for  the  rents  and  profits  of  the  said  real  estate,  or  so  much 
thereof  as  may  have  been  leased  out  by,  or  has  been  in  the  pos- 
session of,  the  said  Comfort  Sands  since  the  day  of  the  date  of 
the  said  conveyance  to  the  said  Henry  Sands ;  in  which  ac- 
count the  said  Comfort  SaTids  is  to  be  charged  with  the  clear 
annual  income  of  the  said  premises,  to  be  ascertained  by  the 
baid  master,  and  to  be  allowed  for  all  necessary  repairs,  and 
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for  improvements  permanently  beneficial ;  and  iRat  the  mM 
master  have  power  to  examine  the  said  Comfort  Sands  upon 
oath,  teaching  the  account  for  the  rents  and  profits  last  afore- 
said :   And  it  is  fiirther  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  thai 
the  said  malfter  shall  forthwith,  after  obtaining  the  same,  file  ia 
the  office  of  the  assistant  register  of  this  court,  in  the  city  of  JVei^- 
York,  all  deeds,  conveyances  and  evidences  of  title,  and  maps 
of  the  said  lands,  tenements  and  hereditaments,  situate  at  jBrooil>- 
/yn,  which  shall  be  deUvered  to  him  by  the  said  Henry  Sands 
and  Comfort  Sarids,  in  pursuance  of  the  directions  hereby  given 
for  that  purpose,  with  a  schedule  describing  the  same,  there  to 
await  the  further  order  of  this  court ;  and  that  the  said  master 
report  to  this  court,  with  all  convenient  speed,  the  accounts  of 
the  said  Henry  Sands  and  Comfort  Sands^  herein  before  direct- 
ed to  be  taken :   And  it  is  further  ordered,  adjudged  and  de- 
creed, that  the  said  master  receive  firom  the  said  defendants 
Henry  Sands  and  Comfort  ^Sands,  the  conveyances  of  the  said 
lands,  tenements  and  real  estate,  situate  at  BrooTclyn^  hermn 
before  directed  to  be  made  in  trust,  to  be  sold ;  and  that  the 
said  master  sell  the  same  at  public  auction  in  the  city  c^  JVeicv 
TorTc^  in  such  parcels  or  portions,  as  he  may  think  proper ; 
giving  at  least  d^ht  loeeks*  notice  of  the  time  and  place  of  each 
sale ;  and  that  the  said  master,  together  with  the  defendants 
Comfort  Sands  and  Henry  Sands^  and  all  other  proper  parties, 
to  be  ascertained  by  the  said  master,  convey  the  said  premises 
to  the  purchasers  thereof  in  fee  simple ;  that  the  said  master 
bring  the  money  arising  from  the  said  sales  into  this  court,  to 
be  distributed  among  the  creditors  of  the  said  Comfort  Sands  as 
shall  be  hereafter  directed :  And  it  is  fiirther  ordered,  adjudged 
and  decreed,  that  the  slaves,  household  furniture,  and  other 
personal  property  which  belonged  to  the  defendant  Comfort 
Sands,  and  which  were  sold  by  the  sheriff  of  the  city  and  county 
of  New-York,  under  an  execution,  and  purchased  by  the  de- 
fendant Nathaniel  Prime,  and  by  him  left  in  the  possession  of 
the  said  Comfort  Sands,  as  in  the  pleadings  in  this  cause  men- 
tioned, be  delivered  to  the  said  master,  and  by  him  sold  at 
public  auction,  first  giving  public  notice  of  the  time  and  place 
of  such  sale  ;  and  that  the  said  master  bring  the  proceeds  of 
the  said  last-mentioned  sales  into  this  court,  to  be  distributed 
among  the^  creditors  of  the  said   Comfort  Sands,  as  shall  be 
hereafter  directed  ;  and  that  the  said  Nathaniel  Prime  and 
Comfort  Sands  inform  the  said  master  upon  oath,  of  the  par- 
ticulars of  the  said  slaves,  household  furniture,  and  personal 
property,  so  purchased  at  the  sherifPs  sales  by  the  said  Nathan- 
tel  Prime ;  and  if  the  same  or  any  part  thereof  shall  not  be 
delivered  to  the  said  master,  in  pursuance  of  this  order,  by  rea- 
son of  having  been  since  sold  bona  fide  to  any  third  person,  or 
by  reason  of  having  been  worn  out,  consumed  or  destroyed,   . 
that  the  said  Comfort  Sands  account  before  *the  said  master 
for  the  value  thereof,  or  so  much  thereof  as  shall  not  be  deKv- 
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ered  to  the  Wid  master  for  the  reasons  aforesaid ;  and  that  the  inerroSt 
said  Eiaster  report  to  this  court  the  amount  of  the  said  sales,  Albany, 
and  of  the  account  last  directed  :  And  it  is  further  ordered,  ad- 
judged and  decreed,  that  it  be  referred  to  one  of  the  masters 
of  £is  court,  to  ascertain  and  report  to  this  court,  whether  any, 
and  what  parts  or  portions  of  the  said  real  estates,  situate  at 
Minisink  and  Schaticoke,  mentioned  in  the  pleadings  in  this 
cause,  have  been  conveyed  by  the  said  Henry  Sand^y  before  the 
fourth  day  of  Aprily  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight 
hundred,  to  the  bona  fide  creditors  of  the  said  Comfort  Sands^ 
in  satisfaction  or  towards  satisfaction,  of  the  said  creditors'  de* 
mands;  and  when,  and  to  whom,  and  whether  any,  and  what 
parts  or  portions  of  the  said  last-mentioned  real  estates  have 
been  sold  or  conveyed,  or  agreed  to  be  conveyed  by  the  said 
Henry  Sands,  either  after  the  said  fourth  day  of  April,  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred,  or  to  persons  bona  fide 
creditors  of  the  said  Comfort  Sands,nnd  in  satisfaction  or  toward 
satisfitction  of  their  demands ;  and  when,  and  to  whom,  and  for 
what  considerations,  and  whether  such  consideration  money  has 
been  paid,  and  when  and  to  whom,  and  if  not  paid,  then  whether 
secured  to  be  paid,  and  by  whom,  and  to  whom,  and  in  what 
manner ;  and  also  to  inquire  whether  the  title  to  any ,^ and  what 
parts  or  portions  of  the  said  last-mentioned  real  estates  remain 
in  the  said  Henry  Sands  or  Comfort  Sands^  and  how  much  in 
particular,  and  the  value  thereof,  and  that  the  said  master  have 
power  to  examine  the  said  Henry  Sands  and  Comfort  Sands  on 
oath,  touching  the  premises  hereby  last  referred  to  him,  and 
that  he  report  thereon  to  this  court  with  all  convenient  speed : 
And  it  is  further  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  it  be  re- 
ferred to  one  of  the  masters  of  this  court  to  a^ertain  and  re- 
port to  this  court,  whether  *any,  and  what  parts  or  portions  of 
the  said  real  estates  situate  at  Washington,  in  the  territory  of 
the  United  States,  mentioned  in  the  pleadings  in  this  cause,  have 
been  conveyed  by  the  said  Letvis  SaTids,  before  the  fourth  day 
of  April,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred, 
to  the  bona  fide  creditors  of  the  said  Comfort  Sands,  in  satisfac- 
tion, or  towards  satisfaction  of  the  said  creditors'  demands ;  and 
when,  and  to  whom,  and  whether  any,  and  what  parts  or  por- 
tions of  the  said  real  estates  have  been  sold  or  conveyed,  or 
agreed  to  be  conveyed,  by  the  said  Letvis  Sands^  either  after  the 
said  fourth  day  of  April,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
eight  hundred,  or  to  persons  not  bona  fide  creditors  of  the  said 
Comfort  Sands,  and  in  satis&ction,  or  towards  satisfaction,  of 
their  demands ;  and  when,  and  to  whom,  and  for  what  conside- 
ration, and  whether  such  consideration  money  has  been  paid, 
and  when,  and  to  whom,  and  if  not  paid,  whether  secured  to  be 
paid,  and  by  whom,  and  to  whom,  and  in  what  manner ;  and 
also  to  inquire  whether  the  title  to  any,  and  what  parts  or  por- 
tions of  the  said  last-mentioned  real  estates  remain  in  the  said 
Isetris  Sands  or  Comfort  Sandsj  and  how  much  in  particular  and 

439 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


[*5541 


SS4 


CASES  IN  THE  COURT  OF  ERRORS 


JN  ERROR, 

ALBANY, 

March,  1808. 


[•555] 


[•556] 


the  value  thereof;  and  that  the  said  master  have  power  to  ex 
amine  the  said  Ijetois  Sands  and  Comfort  Sandsy  on  oath,  touch* 
ing  the  premises  hereby  last  referred  to  him,  and  that  he  re- 
port thereon  to  this  court  with  all  convenient  speed :  And  it  is 
further  ordered  that  a  feigned  issue  or  issues  be  made  up  in 
the  Supreme  Court  of  this  state,  to  be  tried  by  a  jury  in  the  city 
and  county  o{ New-TorJcy  at  any  sittings  or  circuit  court  there, 
to  be  hereafter  held,  to  ascertain  by  the  verdict  of  such  jury, 
when  the  indenture  or  deed  bearing  date  on  the  thirteenth  day 
of  November  J  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  ninety-six,  mentioned  in  the  pleadings  in  this  cause 
to  have  been  given  by  the  defendant  Comfort  Sands,  to  his 
daughter  ^Sarah  Maria  SoTidsy  for  a  lot  of  ground  adjoining 
Greenwich  street,  in  the  city  of  New-  York,  was  executed ;  and 
whether  the  said  Comfort  Sands  had  not  the  said  deed  in  his 
custody  or  power  after  the  execution  thereof;  and  whether  the 
said  Comfort  Sands  did  not  receive  the  rents  and  profits,  or  ex- 
ercise other  acts  of  ownership  over  the  said  lot  of  ground,  after 
the  date  of  the  said  deed ;  and  whether  the  said  Comfort  Sands 
was  not,  at  the  time  of  executing  and  delivering  the  said  deed, 
largely  indebted ;  and  that  the  parties  respectively  be  at  liberty 
to  read  and  offer  in  evidence,  on  the  trial  of  the  said  issues, 
the  pleadings  and  proofs  in  this  cause ;  and  to  offer  also  on  the 
said  trial  any  other  or  further  evidence :  And  it  is  further  or- 
dered, that  the  complainants  in  this  cause  have  their  option 
either  to  make  up  and  carry  down  the  said  issues  to  trial,  or 
that  their  bill  as  to  the  said  lot  of  ground  be  dismissed :  And 
it  is  further  ordered,  that  all  further  directions  be  reserved  un- 
til the  coming  in  of  the  master's  reports,  or  the  further  order 
of  this  court.      * 

From  this  decree  an  appeal  was  entered  to  this  court. 

The  reasons  for  the  decree  were  thus  given  by 

The  Chancellor.  The  right  of  the  complainants  generally 
to  sustain  this  bill  was  questioned,  on  the  ground  that  they  had 
not  made  out  a  lien  on  the  property  of  the  bankrupt ;  and  they 
referred  their  right  to  a  period  anterior  to  1797,  before  which 
they  allege  their  debts  accrued. 

In  a  former  stage  of  this  cause  before  me,  the  complainants' 
bill  was  demurred  to,  by  some  of  the  defendants,  because  some 
of  the  complainants,  claiming  to  be  creditors,  had  not  proved 
or  offered  to  prove  their  debts  before  the  commissioners  of 
bankruptcy ;  and  this  cause  of  demurrer  was  sustained,  because 
no  privity  was  made  out  between  the  assignee  and  a  creditor 
at  large,  who  had  no  particular  claim  on  the  fiind,  that  •he 
might,  or  might  not,  resort  to  it;  but  that  until  he  did,  it  couM 
not  appear  that  he  had  an  interest  in  its  increase  or  application. 

The  same  objection,  at  a  subsequent  hearing,  was  repeated, 
as  to  others  of  tne  complainants ;  but  it  was  admitted  in  argu- 
ment, and  there  was  some  evidence  to  that  effect,  that  the  com- 
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plainantSy  without  distinguishing  which,  and  the  amount  of 
their  different  interests,  were  entitled  to  about  12,000  dollars 
under  the  conunission. 

The  bill  is  of  a  somewhat  peculiar  complexion  ;  for  if  the 
complainants  have  a  right  to  maintain  it,  that  right  exists  in 
them,  both  collectively  and  individually,  though  they  profess  to 
exert  it  for  the  benefit  of  all  who  shall  ultimately  appear  enti- 
tled as  creditors  to  share  the  general  fund.  How  that  fund  was 
to  be  finally  disposed  of,  was  made  a  subject  for  my  considera- 
tion. It  is  sufiicient  for  all  equitable  purposes,  that  some  have 
entitled  themselves  as  creditors  ;  and  tliat  the  competency  of 
the  others  to  become  parties,  has  been  tacitly  admitted  by  the 
defendants,  by  their  submitting  to  answer.  And  so  far  as  re- 
spects the  creditors  proving  themselves  such  under  the  conunis- 
sion, they  may  be  well  likened,  as  has  been  done  in  a  recent 
case,  {Ex parte  Stokes^  7  Veset/y  jun.  408.)  in  the  English  Court 
of  Chancery,  to  creditors  on  execution,  for  the  commission  is 
in  the  nature  of  an  execution  as  to  all  the  creditors ;  and  an 
effectual  lien  is  created  by  the  commission  for  their  benefit. 

It  was  objected  that  the  bill,  in  its  present  form,  could  not 
be  maintained,  because  the  complainants  could  not  be  admit- 
ted to  substitute  themselves  for  the  assignees.  This  objection 
did  not  appear  to  be  much  relied  on ;  and  I  thought  it  could 
not  admit  of  a  doubt,  that  if  they  were  interested  in  this  fund, 
intrusted  to  the  management  of  the  assignee,  and  the  latter 
neglected  or  refused  to  do  the  duties  legally  imposed  on  him, 
the  creditors  might  pursue  their  interests,  by  filing  a  bill  at  the 
peril  of  costs. 

*Another  objection  as  to  the  mode  of  proving  the  bankrupt- 
cy, and  the  circumstances  constituting  it,  was  taken  by  all  the 
defendants,  who  have  not  admitted  the  bankrtiptcy. 

The  56th  section  of  the  bankrupt  law  provided,  that  in  all 
cases  where  the  assignees  should  prosecute  any  debtor  of  the 
bankrupt,  for  any  debt,  duty  or  demand^  the  commission,  or  a 
certified  copy  thereof,  and  the  assignment  of  the  conmiission- 
ers  of  the  bankrupt's  estate  should  be  considered  as  conclu- 
sive evidence  of  the  issuing  of  the  conmiission,  and  of  the 
person  named  therein,  being  a  trader  and  bankrupt,  at  the 
time  mentioned  therein. 

A  certified  copy  of  the  commission  of  bankruptcy,  and  of 
the  assignment  of  the  bankrupt's  estate,  were  given  in  evi- 
dence in  the  cause. 

Two  difiiculties  were  stated ;  the  one  relating  to  the  com- 
plainants ;  the  other,  to  the  defendants. 

It  was  ur^ed  that  this  section  merely  related  to  the  assignee ; 
but  the  assignee  represents  the  interest  of  the  creditors  col- 
lectively, and  whether  the  assignee  sues  himself,  or,  in  con- 
sequence of  his  laches  or  faulty  devolves  the  execution  of  some 
of  his  functions  on  his  creditors,  it  ought  not  to  vary  the  rule 
of  evidence.    The  interest  pursued  is  the  same.    The  per- 
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iNHkROit.  sons  prosecuting  for  it  are  the  same,  oader  a  di&rent  daacrip' 
tion.  Their  relation  to  the  defendants  is  precisely  the  sane^ 
as  to  the  objects  pursued  ;  and  it  appeared  to  me  to  be  clearly 
within  th^  reason  of  the  statute,  which  was  to  prerent  the 
debtors  of  the  bankrupt  from  sheltering  themselves  under  the 
subtlety  of  forms,  to  defeat  a  recovery. 

A  C€tse  was  cited  from  Douglas,  (Doug.  203.)  and  another 
from  the  Supreme  Court  of  this  state ;  (1  Caines,  588.)  but  I  did 
not  consider  them  as  having  any  analogy  to  the  present. 

*The  other  part  of  the  objection  respected  the  defendants. 

Debts  originate  in  express  compact,  or  by  the  act  and  ope- 
ration of  law.  Thus,  at  common  law,  an  action  may  as  well 
be  maintained  on  an  implied,  as  an  express  contract*  A  tort 
may  be  waived,  and  resort  be  had  to  the  assumpsit. 

The  words  are  debt,  duty  or  demand.  A  debt  may  be  creat- 
ed by  the  unjust  appropriation  of  the  chattel  of  another.  The 
word  demand  is  the  most  comprehensive  in  its  import  that 
technical  language  affords,  as  to  debts  or  duties ;  and  for  the 
purpose  of  promoting  substantial  justice,  there  can  be  no  in- 
surmountable restraint  to  extend  it  so  far  as  to  embrace  real 
estate,  and  to  consider  an  inequitable  appropriation  of  it  as 
creating  an  equitable  demand,  equivalent  to  a  debt  by  im{rfi- 
cation  of  law.  The  word  debtor  seems  to  have  been  intend- 
ed as  a  correlative  to  the  words  debt^  duty  or  demand;  and 
hence  I  was  of  opinion  that  it  might  well  be  maintained,  that 
if  the  defendants  had  fraudulently  possessed  themselves  of  the 
property  of  the  bankrupt,  they  ought  to  be  held  debtors,  by 
fraud,  which  no  refinements  or  legal  subtleties  ought  to  screen 
from  the  justice  of  the  court ;  and  whose  powers  are  always 
exerted  to  defeat  it.  The  general  objections  to  maintaining 
the  bill,  appeared  to  me  not  sustained. 

As  to  the  merits,  the  case  presented  a  complicated  machine- 
ry, the  precise  relations  of  the  different  parts  of  which  it  was 
not  easy  to  discover,  or  unfold,  though  its  effects  were  too 
obvious  to  be  mistaken. 

A  man  reputed  to  be  of  large  property,  possessed  of  an  am 
pie  real  and  personal  estate,  involved  in  debt  beyond  his  ability 
to  pay,  deliberately  professes  an  intent  to  favor  his  friendly 
creditors  at  the  expense  of  others  whom  he  deems  unfriendly ; 
distributes  by  conveyances,  to  which  the  different  members  of 
his  family  are  subscribing  *witnesses,  a  large  proportion  of  his 
property  among  his  children,  and  others,  none  of  whom  are 
creditors,  and  some  of  whom  were  confessedly  incompetent  to 
pay,  unless  enabled  so  to  do,  by  the  production  of  the  subjects 
conveyed.  These,  however,  instead  of  selling,  leave  him  in 
the  enjoyment  of  some  of  it,  in  the  perception  of  the  rents  of 
other  parts,  continuing  to  exercise  acts  of  ownership  at  differ- 
ent periods,  indicating  an  absolute  and  unrestrained  control, 
and  leaving  the  debts  of  both  classes  of  creditors  unsatisfied 
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This  is  the  general  aspect  of  the  transaction.  Its  particular 
details  require  a  more  minute  investigation. 

The  most  material  question  between  the  parties  does  not 
arise  between  contending  creditors  as  to  preference.  It  is  be^- 
tween  creditors,  and  those  who  are  alleged  to  hold  by  fraud. 

Previous  to  the  statute  of  bankruptcy,  no  law  existed  impos- 
ing it  as  a  duty  upon  an  insolvent  to  make  an  equal  distribu- 
tion of  his  estate  among  his  creditors,  unless  on  a  process  in- 
stituted at  his  own  instance.  The  field  of  competition  was 
therefore  left  open  for  the  most  vigilant  and  active,  to  secure 
preferences  in  the  payment  of  bona  fide  debts,  and  if  &irly  ac- 
quired, they  could  not,  unless  affected  by  the  usual  badges  of 
fraud,  be  defeated. 

The  obligation  of  the  debtor  sacredly  to  devote  the  whole  of 
his  property  to  the  payment  of  his  debts,  was,  however,  from 
that  circumstance,  not  the  less  imperative.  The  bankrupt  law 
made  no  difference  in  this  respect,  but  by  enforcing  the  equal- 
ity of  satis&ction,  in  cases  of  bankruptcy,  and  furnishing  in 
some  cases,  more  determined  tests  of  frauds  practised  in  eva- 
sion of  its  provisions. 

Thus  it  nas  been  held,  that  the  English  statutes  against 
fraud  were  merely  in  affirmance  of  the  common  law,  and  that, 
without  their  aid,  the  suppression  of  the  frauds,  hereby  in- 
tended to  be  restrained,  might  have  been  effected. 

The  first  conveyance  in  order  of  time,  is  that  of  the  30th  of 
November^  1796,  from  Comfort  Sands  to  his  daughter  Sarah 
Maria  Sands,  for  a  house  and  lot  in  Greenwich  street.  She 
having  died  subsequent  to  the  bankruptcy,  the  defendant  Com^ 
fori  Sands  held  the  property,  as  her  heir. 

The  bill  fixes  the  time  of  Comfort  Sands^s  insolvency  to  a 
period  prior  to  1797 ;  and  his  answer  limits  it  to  the  latter  end 
of  that  year. 

The  deed  bears  date  the  22d  day  of  November^  1796,  but  it 
was  made  a  question  between  the  parties  when  it  was  deliver- 
ed. This  was  an  essential  ingredient  in  the  case,  and  both 
parties  on  the  argument  concurred  in  the  suggesting  that  it 
was  a  proper  point  for  an  issue.  I  therefore  directed  an  issue, 
in  conformity  to  the  wjshes  of  the  parties. 

The  next  transaction  relates  to  the  judgment  and  execution 
of  H.  and  S.  Johnson.     [Here  his  honor  stated  the  facts.] 

These  answers  made  out  a  case,  from  the  parties'  own  show- 
ing, which  rendered  a  recurrence  to  the  depositions  generally 
unnecessary ;  but  that  of  John  Swartwout,  a  principal  actor  in 
this  transaction,  throws  a  great  degree  of  light  on  the  subject, 
and  explains  some  points  which  the  answers  had  not  fiilly  dis- 
closed. He  states  that  he  made  the  purchase  at  the  request 
of  the  defendant  Comfort  Sands;  that  the  inducement  held  out 
to  him  was  his  indemnification  against  the  responsibilities  he 
bad  incurred  for  the  defendant  Comfort  Sands ;  and  that  IL 
and  iS^.  Johnson,  the  plaintiffs  in  this  suit,  on  which  the  execu- 
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tion  issued,  would  furnish  the  means  of  paying  for  it ;  that  in 
the  months  of  February  and  March,  1801,  the  defendant  Omr 
f&rt  Sands  appUed  to  the  witness,  and  requested  him  to  con- 
vey those  houses  and  ^lots  to  the  defendants  Robert  Sands  or 
Lettns  Sands ;  that  he  hesitated  respecting  it,  as  it  mi^ht  in- 
volve him  in  responsibilities  with  the  commissioners  of  bank- 
ruptcy ;  that  Comfort  Sands  afterwards  told  him,  that  upon 
making  such  conveyance  to  his  son  Lewis  Sands,  he  would 
give  his  note  for  the  amount  of  the  purchase  money,  which 
note  he  would  dispose  of  to  some  of  his  creditors,  in  satisfac- 
tion of  his  debts,  and  make  a  feir  statement  of  it  to  the  com- 
missioners ;  that  the  said  Comfort  Sands  had  a  considerable 
time  before  reimbursed  him  for  the  responsibilities  he  had  in- 
curred for  him ;  that  he  made  the  conveyance  to  the  defend- 
ant Leuns  Sands,  and  took  his  note  payable  to  bearer,  for  the 
consideration  money,  and  then  redelivered  the  said  note  to 
Comfort  Sands, 

The  sale  by  the  sheriff  to  John  Swartwout,  was  clearly  in 
trust  for  the  defendant  Comfort  Sands ;  for  from  his  answer  it 
is  to  be  collected  that  the  sale  was  not  intended  to  divest  him 
of  his  property  in  the  houses  and  lots,  but  that  it  was  merely 
colorable;  for  though  H.  and  *S.  Johnson  had  the  debt  ij- 
leged  to  be  due  to  them,  in  the  first  instance,  secured  by  judg- 
ment, they  agreed  to  take  their  oWn  notes,  and  the  note  of 
Comfort  Sands  for  2,500  dollars,  which  they  had  endorsed ;  and 
fer  which  sum  they  must  either  have  continued  as  endorsers, 
or  have  received  it,  on  the  credit  of  the  maker  only,  in  pay- 
ment. 

Besides,  it  could  not  have  conduced  to  their  effectual  in- 
demnity against  the  responsibilities  they  had  incurred,  unless 
the  property  had  sold  so  much  under  value,  as  those  responsi- 
bilities amounted  to,  or  unless  the  fund  to  pay  for  it  was  to  be 
furnished  by  the  defendant  Comfort  Sands. 

These  were  strong  indications  of  views  inconsistent  with  the 
professed  objects  of  the  purchase,  and  of  premeditated  ♦eva- 
sion, which  forcibly  corroborated  the  evidence  of  John  Swart^ 
wout. 

That  deposition  disclosed,  that  not  a  cent  was  paid  on  the 
first  purchase  to  the  sheriff;  that  the  notes  applied  to  its  pay- 
ment were  provided  by  the  defendant  Comfort  Sands,  with  the 
approbation  of  If.  and  S.  Johnson;  that  the  whole  transaction 
was  suggested  and  arranged,  by  the  defendant  ComforJ  Sands, 
so  as  to  be  in  perfect  subserviency  to  his  views ;  that  though 
the  responsibilities  for  indemnifying  H.  and  S.  Johnson,  which 
induced  the  sale,  were  satisfied,  the  property  was  held  by  John 
Swartwout,  until  the  defendant  Lewis  Sands  acquired  a  con- 
veyance ;  and  that  when  that  conveyance  was  made,  no  money 
was  paid. 

All  these  circumstances  left  no  doubt,  in  my  mind,  that  the 
defendant  was  the  cestuy  que  trust;  and  that  until  the  conve} 
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ance  was  made,  John  Stoartwaut  held  as  his  trustee.  It  fol- 
lowed, that  the  estate  passed  by  the  assignment  of  the  bank- 
hipt's  estate,  as  the  bankruptcy  related  to  the  21st  of  March^ 
1801,  and  the  conveyance  to  Uie  defendant  Lewis  Sands  was 
not  mad6  till  the  27th  of  Aprils  in  that  year. 

When  the  explanations  contained  in  the  depositions  of  John 
Swartwout  were  taken  into  consideration,  and  compared  with 
the  answers  of  the  defendants,  no  doubt  could  remain,  but 
that  this  was  a  contrivance  of  the  defendant  to  evade  the  pro- 
visions of  the  bankrupt  law  ;  that  it  originated  in  fraud,  which 
accumulated  in  every  subsequent  step  in  the  progress  of  these 
transactions. 

The  furniture  and  some  other  articles  of  personal  property 
of  the  defendant  Comfort  Sands,  were  sold  by  virtue  of  the 
same  execution ;  and  rfathaniel  Prime,  his  son-in-law,  became 
the  purchaser  for  1,371  dollars  and  38  cents;  for  which  sum 
the  defendant  Comfort  Sands  says  that  Nathaniel  Prime  gave 
his  note,  and  which  he  supposed  he  paid.  Prime,  in  his  an- 
swer, admits  that  he  purchased  ^he  furniture  and  two  slaves, 
for  which  he  either  paid  or  gave  his  note,  which  he  afterwards 
paid ;  and  he  denies  that  either  Comfort  Sands,  or  any  other 
person  on  his  account,  furnished  the  money  to  pay  for  them, 
then,  or  at  any  time  since.  They  both  concur  in  stating  that 
Comfort  Sands  has  ever  since  possessed  the  furniture,  some 
part  of  which  Comfort  Sands  says  was  carried  over  with  him  to 
Long'Llandy  during  his  confinement,  and  the  remainder  was 
left  with  him  at  his  house  in  Pine  street ;  and  when  he  return- 
ed, he  used  it,  and  continued  so  to  do,  as  a  personal  accom- 
modation to  him  from  Nathaniel  Prime,  who  says,  that  it  is  his 
property,  and  that  he  merely  lent  it  to  Comfort  Sands,  from 
motives  of  friendship. 

The  only  question  arising  on  this  subject  was,  whether  leav- 
ing the  furniture  in  the  possession  of  Comfort  Sands  was  not 
within  the  purview  of  the  bankrupt  law. 

The  27th  section  of  the  bankrupt  law  (L.  U,  S.  v.  5.  p.  63.) 
enacts,  '^that  if  any  person  shall  become  bankrupt,  and  at 
such  time,  by  consent  of  the  owner,  have  in  his  or  her  posses- 
sion and  disposition  any  goods,  whereof  he  or  she  shall  be  re- 
puted owner,  and  take  upon  him  or  herself  the  sale,  alteration 
or  disposition  thereof,  as  owner,  the  conmiissioners  shall  have 
power  to  assign  the  same,  for  the  benefit  of  the  creditors,  as 
fully  as  any  other  part  of  the  estate  of  the  said  bankrupt." 

The  statute  of  21  Jac.  I.  c.  19.  s.  11.  contained  a  similar 
provision ;  and  the  exposition  it  has  received  in  England  may 
be  of  use  in  the  construction  of  our  bankrupt  law.  As  to  all 
the  intents  in  which  the  27th  section  of  the  latter  is  material, 
in  the  present  question,  it  is  a  transcript  of  the  former. 

In  the  case  of  Mace  and  Cadle,  (Cowp.  232.)  Lord  Mans- 
field,  in  delivering  the  opinion  of  the  court,  lays  it  down,  as 
deduced  firom  the  noted  case  of  Twine,  (Co.  Rep,  81.)  that  if 

445 


IN  ERROR, 

ALBANVr 
Mareh,  I8O6. 


[♦563] 


Digitized  by 


Google 


«864 


CASES  IN  THE  CCKIRT  OF  EERORS 


ALBAKY, 

antchf  1889. 


CODWISB 


[*565] 


a  man  ccwvefod  hii  own  goods  to  another,  and  k«pt  the  pu9* 
se8sioin>  such  posseision  would  have  been  void,  a3  ftandufeaty 
*eveB  before  the  statute  of  Jraudt.  He  adds,  that  it  does  not 
extend  to  the  ease  o£ factors  or  goldsmiiiu,  who  have  the  pos* 
session  of  other  men's  goods  merely  as  trustees ;  but  the  goods 
must  be  such  as  the  party  wShm  the  trader  to  $ell  as  his  own. 

This  opinion  rather  narrows  the  doctrine  in  T^rine^s  case,  as 
it  required  the  exertion  of  the  power  to  sell  to  cofistitute  the 
possession  fraudulent. 

The  ease  of  Ungbwn  v.  BiggSy  (1  J3m).  ttnd  PujH.  ^.)  is,  in 
many  leading  points,  analogous  to  the  present  There  the 
eoods,  consisting  of  furniture,  were  taken  in  execution  ;  valued 
by  the  sheriff ;  a  bill  of  sale  made  according  to  the  valua- 
tion, to  the  plaintiff's  brother,  in  ^ru«t,  for  the  ]:diBintiff;  articles 
of  agreement  entered  into  with  the  original  owner,  by  which 
she  stipulated  to  pay  yearly  27/.  for  four  years,  and  covenanted 
not  to  remove  them  without  the  plaintiff's  consent.  After  the 
four  years,  the  original  owner  became  a  bankrupt,  and  the 
goods  were  seized  under  the  commission^  The  doctrine  on 
this  subject  was  fully  examined.  The  distinction  attempted  to 
be  taken  between  merchandise  and  furniture,  was  held  not  to 
be  supported ;  and  that  by  the  fair  construction  of  the  statute, 
the  reputed  ownership  was  the  true  test  for  determining  the  case ; 
for  from  that  reputed  ownership  the  false  credit  arises ;  and  from 
that  the  mischief  intended  to  be  guarded  against ;  the  other 
terms  of  the  section  being  incidental  to  reputed  ownership.  This 
appears  to  me  a  sound  construction.  The  several  cases  cited  in 
the  argument  were  considered  in  that  case ;  and  I  thought  the 
doctrine  attempted  to  be  deduced  from  them,  as  applicable  to 
this  case,  explained  and  distinguished  with  great  l^d  discern- 
ment ;  and  on  the  reasoning  of  that  case,  I  was  of  opinion, 
that  the  furniture  and  other  articles  in  possession  of  Comfort 
SandSf  at  the  time  of  his  bankruptcy,  passed  by  the  assignment. 

*It  was  urged,  that  the  public  sale,  in  this  case,  was  &vor- 
able  to  its  validity ;  but  whether  a  bankrupt  sells  directly,  or 
employs  circuitous  means  to  effect  the  same  object,  cannot  oth^ 
erwisevary  its  complexion,  than  by  furnishing  additional  mo- 
tives  for  suspicion,  from  the  extraordinary  precautions  resorted 
to.  The  judgment  and  execution  appear  to  have  been  through* 
out,  under  the  control  of  the  defendant  Contort  SancUy  and 
solely  used  to  promote  his  views,  and  subserve  his  conve* 
nience ;  and  hence,  even  independent  of  the  positive  provisions 
of  the  bankrupt  law,  as  to  him,  this  might  well  be  considered 
as  part  of  the  same  system  of  conduct ;  for  from  the  intrinsk 
circumstances  of  the  transaction,  as  described,  in  the  concur- 
rent answers  and  deposition  of  John  iSt^ar^tirout,  it  seems  almost 
incredible,  that  while  the  real  estate  was  thus  disposed  of,  the 
forniture,  which  both  the  defendants  Comfort'  Sands  and  Na- 
thaniel Prime  agree  in  representing  as  having  been  purchased 
for  the  personal  accommodation  of  Comfort  Sands,  should 
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have  oeen  paid  for  by  Nathanid  Prime j  witbovt  some  secret  inmmmor 
understanding,  that  it  would  be  reimbitrsed  on  disclosmg  the 
object  of  the  sale.  Either  this  was  the  case,  or  the  defendant 
Comfort  Sands^  in  violation  of  every  honest  feeling,  extorted 
money  from  a  person  disposed  to  serve  him  from  friendly  mo- 
tives, under  a  colonible  pressure,  contrived  by  his  own  devices, 
and  to  answer  his  fraudulent  purposes,  and  apphed  the  money 
thus  obtained  to  his  own  use ;  but  in  whatever  point  oflight.it 
may  be  placed,  it  cannot  support  the  sale. 

The  Brooklyn  property  was  conveyed  in  JWy,  1796  ;  of  con- 
sequence, prior  to  the  passing  of  the  bankrupt  law.  [Here  his 
honor  recapitulated  the  pleadings  and  evidence  relative  to  the 
disposition  of  this  estate.] 

The  defendants  Comfort  and  Henry  Sands  concur  in  stat- 
ing, that  Henry  Sands  had  not  the  means  of  paying  *for  this 
estate,  unless  from  the  produce  of  the  sales.  By  Robert  Lenox  he 
is  described  as  a  member  of  his  frither's  femily,  not  worth  much ; 
and  by  Joshua  Sands,  as  either  a  student  at  law,  or  an  attorney 
recently  admitted,  having  no  property  of  any  considerable  value. 

The  relation  between  the  parties ;  the  inability  of  the  son  to 
pay ;  the  useless  precaution  of  preceding  the  conveyance,  in- 
tended to  be  consummated  in  a  few  days,  by  a  contract ;  the  an- 
ticipation of  a  year's  interest  in  the  calculation  of  the  value ; 
the  satisfying  the  money  to  be  paid  by  the  terms  of  the  con- 
tract, out  of  the  rent  of  the  land  conveyed,  combined  with  the 
pretences  under  which  the  conveyance  was  made,  which  the 
defendant  Comfort  Sands  alleged  was  to  raise  a  fund  which 
might  with  greater  facility  be  applied  to  the  payment  of  his 
'  debts ;  and  to  enable  the  defendant  Henry  Sands^  by  laying 
out  the  property  into  lots  and  selling  them  to  obtain  some  com- 
pensation for  his  trouble  in  settling  the  mortgage,  and  the  mode 
of  management  after  the  conveyance  made,  are  calculated  not 
only  to  excite,  but  to  make- the  most  forcible  impressions  to 
confirm,  suspicion.  When  all  these  circumstances  were  review- 
ed in  detail,  and  analyzed,  each  of  them  seemed  to  acquire  ad- 
ditional force  from  the  dissection. 

The  relation  of  father  and  son,  generally,  involves  an 
intimate  union  of  views  and  interests.  These  may  be  discord- 
ant, and  not  unfrequently  are  so ;  but  in  this  instance,  it  is  evi- 
dent, that  there  was  the  most  perfect  coincidence  in  these  par- 
ticulars. One  of  the  professed  objects  of  the  sale  was  to  call 
into  action,  the  activity  and  discernment  of  the  son,  by  parcel- 
ing out  and  selling  the  estate,  and  to  give  him  a  reward  com- 
mensurate to  his  exertions  by  those  means ;  and  yet  as  soon  as 
the  operation  of  selling  commences,  the  father  is  admitted  to 
be  better  qualified  to  make  proper  dispositions,  as  being  bet- 
ter acquainted  with  the  relative  value  of  the  different  *parts. 
The  son  had  no  funds  to  pay  the  sum  payable  beyond  the 
amount  of  the  mortgage,  and  in  this  respect  the  matter  is  so 
arranged  as  entirely  to  exempt  him  frdfh  paying  any  part  of  it ; 
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IN  ERROR,  for  the  principal  sum  due  on  the  mortgage  is  stated  to  be 
"ALBANY,  *  50,000  dollars  ;  and  a  year's  interest  was  due  on  the  noortgage 
March,  1808.  on  the  first  day  of  the  same  month  of  Juli/j  in  which  the  con- 
tract and  conveyance  were  made.  Another  year's  interest  was 
anticipated ;  and  the  remaining  4,000  doUars  were  received  oat 
of  the  produce  of  the  estate  thus  professed  to  be  sold,  upon 
the  settlement  of  the  accounts  with  Joshua  Sands. 

The  contract  was  another  singular  trait  in  this  transaction. 
It  is  dated  on  the  5th  of  July,  four'  days  before  it  was  intend- 
ed the  conveyance  should  be  made.  This,  in  the  situation  of 
the  parties,  was  worse  than  useless.  Every  circumstance  dis- 
closed, showed  that  a  perfect  confidence  existed  between  them. 
Comfort  Sands  had  nothing  to  .acquire  ;  audit  was,  by  his  own 
account,  principally  intended  as  a  benevolence  to  Henry  Sands, 
No  reciprocal  but  adverse  interests,  which  it  is  generally  the 
purpose  of  contracts  of  this  kind  to  reconcile  and  secure  ;  no 
precise  rights  or  duties,  as  equivalent  to  each  other,  to  adjust ; 
no  diflSculty  in  settling  the  terms  can  even  be  presumed ;  and 
the  time  allotted  for  its  consummation  so  short,  as  to  leave  litde 
at  hazard,  fi'om  the  common  contingencies  of  life. 

This  over  caution  is  one  of  the  settled  indicia  of  fraud.  It 
evinces  a  diflSdence  in  the  rectitude  of  the  transaction,  add 
excites  a  correspondent  solicitude  to  provide  defences  for  its 
protection. 

After  the  conveyance  was  executed,  'another  series  of  acts 
viras  presented,  further  developing  the  iqtent  of  the  parties. 
[Here  his  honor  stated  the  acts  and  transactions  relative  to  the 
orooklyn  estate.] 

*I  forbear  to  enumerate  such  other  instances  as  are  suscep- 
tible of  some  explanation  on  the  part  of  the  defendants,  recon- 
cilable to  their  pretences ;  but  those  already  intimated,  show 
a  general  interference  in  the  management  of  the  property,  and 
repeated  and  unequivocal  acts  of  ownership. 

These  taken  in  connection  with  the  reasons  alleged  for 
conveying  the  property,  left  no  doubt,  in  my  mind,  that  the 
whole  of  this  business  respecting  the  Brooklyn  estate  was  a 
tricky  and  not  a  bona  fide  conveyance. 

I  have  not  adverted  to  the  value  of  the  property.  It  is  suffi- 
cient that  it  is  of  a  value  worth  the  pursuit  of  the  creditors; 
and  the  contingent  rise  of  value,  if  they  have  been  unjustly  de- 

E rived  of  it,  is  as  much  a  positive  loss  to  them,  as  if  the  value 
ad  remained  stationary,  and  it  had  originally  been  so  much 
undervalued. 

It,  however,  appears,  by  the  answers  of  Comfort  and  Henry 
Sands,  that  it  was  of  greater  value  at  the  time  of  the  convey- 
ance, than  the  money  professed  to  have  been  intended  to  be 
paid  for  it :  and  Joshua  Scmds,  who,  fi'om  his  interest  in  and  con- 
nection with  the  property,  was,  perhaps,  the  most  competent 
to  make  a  correct  estimate,  valued  it  at  75,000  dollars  at  the 
time  of  the  conveyance.  Other  witnesses  diflTer ;  but  none 
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value  it  at  less  than  60,000  dollars ;  which,  whatever  rule  of  cal- 
culation is  adopted,  will  exceed  the  amount  of  the  purchase 
money  considerably.  For  the  3,000  dollars  were  clearly  an 
anticipation  of  a  year's  interest;  and  the  4,000  dollars,  by 
the  terms  of  the  contract  to  be  paid  in  cash,  was  so  paid  as 
not  to  require  a  cent  to  be  advanced  ;  and  though  several  un- 
foreseen circumstances  might  have  contributed  to  enhance  its 
value  more  rapidly  than  was  calculated  upon,  it  was,  from  the 
whole  evidence  exhibited  in  the  cause,  in  a  state  of  gradual 
increase,  so  as  to  yield  a  ^oral  certainty  to  the  purchaser,  of 
a  handsome  profit  in  a  short  period. 

On  a  view  of  the  whole  subject,  I  was  of  opinion,  that  this 
conveyance,  as  against  the  creditors,  must  be  deemed  fraudu- 
lent and  void.  There  were,  however,  circumstances  disclosed, 
which  rendered  it  convenient  to  consider  it  as  a  link  in  the 
chain  of  derivative  title  from  Comfort  Sands.  The  complain- 
ants were  not  disposed  to  question  the  partition,  which,  for 
aught  that  appears,  was  fairly  and  equally  made.  Sales  were 
made  to  bona  fide  purchasers  ;  and  the  purchase  money  paid 
into  the  bank  of  New-  York,  in  exoneration  of  the  estate,  gen- 
erally ;  and  those  payments,  the  complainants  conceded,  were 
not  to  be  disturbed  ;  and  others  who  might  claim  under  it,  and 
who  were  not  parties  to  this  suit,  could  not  and  ought  not  to  be 
deprived  of  the  rights  they  supposed  themselves  entitled  to, 
without  havmg  an  opportunity  of  defending  them. 

I,  therefore,  thought  the  better  mode  would  be  to  direct  a 
sale  of  the  property  not  so  disposed  of,  and  to  decree  that  Com^ 
fort  and  Henry  Sands  should  join  with  the  master  in  the  con- 
veyance ;  but  it  would  have  been  less  embarrassed  in  the  de- 
tailed manner  of  selling  calculated  to  make  it  most  produc- 
tive, if  the  title  had  been  vested  in  the  master,  and  by  him 
transferred  to  the  purchasers. 

All  the  other  transactions,  relating  to  the  estate  of  Comfort 
Sands,  and  between  the  same  parties,  must  of  course  have 
received  some  taint  from  the  fraud  existing  in  this  particular 
instance. 

The  intent  expressed  by  Comfort  Sands  applied  to  all.  The 
general  circumstances  of  the  parties  continued  the  same 
throughout.  Their  answers  as  to  the  bona  fides  of  the  sales 
were  falsified.  The  pretence  of  payment  from  the  funds  of 
Henry  Sands  was  not  maintained  in  any  part. 

*The  estate  of  Comfort  Sands  at  Schaticoke  was  the  next 
object  presented  for  consideration.  [Here  his  honor  stated  the 
facts  relative  to  this  estate.] 

If  the  conveyance  in  1799,  to  Elias  Nixen,  was  for  a  bona 
fide  debt,  I  have  already  given  my  reasons  for  supposing  it 
valid.  The  defendant  Elias  Nixen,  in  his  answer,  shows  an  ex- 
isting debt  due  to  him  from  Comfort  Sands,  and  that  the  con- 
veyance by  Henry  SaTids  to  him  was  made  in  satisfaction  there- 
of    This  answer  is   not    impeached  or  disproved;  it  was 
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before  the  passing  of  the  bankrupt  law ;  and  of  oooseqoe&oe 
there  was  no  legal  restraint  on  a  fiur  preference.. 

Though  Peter  Kemble^  the  surviving  partner  of  Gouoemewr 
fy  Kemme,  was  made  a  party  to  the  bHl,  neither  the  bill  charg- 
ed, nor  the  answer  disclosed,  any  circumstance  respecting  the 
satisfaction  of  their  debt,  by  the  conveyance  from  Henry  Scmds 
to  them.  It  was,  therefore,  as  to  him,  not  within  the  purview 
of  the  bill. 

Jeisc  Oakley  is  not  a  party  ;  but  the  exchange  of  the  notes 
mentioned  by  the  defendant'  Henry  Sandsy  for  the  bond  by 
him  executed  to  Comfort  Sands^  was  expressly  done  to  enable 
the  latter  to  satisfy  some  of  his  creditors,  in  preference  to  oth- 
ers equally  entitled,  and  in  contemplation  of  bankruptcy,  aod, 
therefore,  in  evasion  of  the  provisions  of  the  bankrupt  law. 

This,  therefore,  was  considered  as  void,  as  between  Comfort 
and  Henry  Sands ;  and  as  Henry  Sands  was  to  be  held  as  trus- 
tee for  Comfort  &indsy  in  the  disposition  of  this  property,  he 
was  requured  to  account  for  the  one  fifUiof  the  purchase  money 
received  on  his  contract  for  the  801  acres  ;  and  I  was  of  opin- 
ion that  he  should  be  decreed  to  convey  the  lands  undisposed 
of  towards  the  satisfiu^tion  of  the  creditors  mentioned  in  hii 
answer.  As  the  extent,  situation  and  amount  of  these  could 
not  be  satisfibctorily  collected  f)om  the  answer,  it  was  referred 
to  a  master  to  ascertain  those  circumstances. 

*The  deposition  of  George  Tibhits  went  to  show  the  exer- 
cise of  acts  of  ownership  of  Comfort  Sands,  as  to  the  Schaticoke 
Eroperty,  after  the  conveyance  to  Henry ;  but  on  the  ground  I 
ave  taken,  in  my  view  of  the  subject,  it  could  not  have  much 
influence  on  the  question. 

The  MinisinJc  property  was  charged  to  have  been  conveyed 
by  Comfort  Sands  to  Henry  Sands,  for  the  consideration  of 
1,000  dollars.  [Here  his  honor  stated  the  facts  relative  to  this 
estate.] 

As  far  as  those  lands  were  destined  to  the  satisfaction  of  ex- 
isting debts,  and  were  so  applied,  there  could  be  no  pretence 
for  chsturbing  the  title  thus  acquired.  But  the  circumstances 
developed  rendered  it  a  proper  subject  to,  be  referred  to  a  mas- 
ter, to  ascertain  what  proportion  of  those  lands  had  been  so 
applied,  and  when ;  at  what  time  the  final  settlement  respecting 
them  was  made  between  the  defendants  Comfort  Sands  and 
Henry  Sands,  and  whether  the  notes  given  to  Clayton,  and 
mentioned  in  the  answer  of  Henry  Sands,  were  satisfied,  and 
how,  and  when.  A  report  on  these  subjects  was  requisite  to 
ascertain  what  proportion  of  the  Schaticoke  estate  was  to  be 
considered  as  proper  to  be  disposed  of  to  the  uses  for  which 
the  complainants  contend. 

As  to  the  lands  in   Washington,  the  bill  stated  that  Ihey 
were  in  November,  1800,  conveyed  by  the  defendant  Comfort 
Sands,  to  his  son,  Lewis  Sands,  also  a  defendant,  for  9,000 
dollars. 
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The  persons  aamed  id  the  answers  as  having  received  con- 
veyances for  parcels  of  the  Washington  property,  were  essen- 
tial parties,  but  they  have  not  been  made  parties ;  as  to  the 
surplus,  which  appears  to  exceed  390  acres,  the  complainants 
were  entitled  to  an  account  of  it 

Another  branch  of  the  complainants'  claim  extended  to  the 
demand  of  Comfort  Sands  against  the  United  States.  [Here 
his  honor  stated  the  facts  relative  to  this  claim.] 

*No  depositions  were  taken  as  to  this  point  It  was  there- 
fore to  be  determined  on  the  bill  and  answers. 

As  far  as  related  to  this  debt,  I  was  of  opinion  that  the  bill 
could  only  be  sustained  on  the  ground  that  the  defendant 
Isaac  Kxbbe  had  not  urged  the  prosecution  of  the  claim  on  the 
United  States  with  due  diligence ;  for  if  the  defendant  Na- 
thaniel Prime  had  done  every  thing  incumbent  on  him  to  ob- 
tain a  liquidation  of  the  demand ;  or  if  the  defendant  Isaac 
Eibbe  had  not  grossly  neglected  his  duty  as  assignee,  the  lat- 
ter must  of  course,  as  the  legal  organ,  constituted  under  the 
laws  of  the  United  States  to  manage  the  interests  of  the  credit- 
ors, retain  the  power  of  managing  it  in  his  discretion,  for  the 
benefit  of  those  creditors  generally ;  for  the  right  of  the  com- 
plainants to  prosecute  must  originate  in  some  palpable  neglect 
or  positive  refusal  of  the  assignee  to  perform  a  duty  apparent- 
ly in  advancement  of  the  trust,  as  to  the  precise  subject  in 
which  the  creditors  collectively  seek  to  establish  their  rights ; 
which  they  must  always  do  at  the  peril  of  costs. 

It  was  not  pretended  that  the  Court  of  Chancery  could 
chimge  the  assignee.  All  that  could  be  expected  was,  to  ena« 
ble  the  parties  in  interest  to  enforce  the  rights  which  the  as- 
signee was  disinclined,  either  fix>m  negligent  or  sinister  mo- 
tives, to  give  effect  to. 

The  demand,  in  this  instance,  was  not  admitted  by  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  to  be  a  claim  on  its  justice.  It 
is  not  a  debt  Several  other  persons  were  originally  interested 
in  it,  and  the  persons  who  claim  under  the  assignment  have 
added  to  the  number  interested  in  procuring  the  allowance  of 
the  claim.  None  of  these  persons,  for  aught  that  appeared, 
were  dissatisfied.  The  fund  had  not  been  realized.  Blended 
as  the  original  interests  of  Comfort  Sands  were  with  those  of 
others,  it  was  difficult  so  to  separate  them  as  to  attribute  fault 
to  the  assignee ;  and  I  could  not  discover  that  species  *of  neg- 
lect which  would  constitute  a  proper  ground  for  my  inter- 
ference. Besides,  the  time  elapsed  between  the  period  when 
Comfort  Sands  was  declared  a  bankrupt,  and  the  month  of 
August,  in  the  same  year,  the  time  the  application  was  made 
to  Uie  assignee  to  prosecute  the  claim,  afforded  no  opportunity 
to  apply  to  Congress  on  the  occasion,  as  it  was  well  knowa 
that  Congress  was  not  in  session  between  those  days. 

I  was  satisfied,  from  these  views  of  the  subject,  that  the  bOl) 
as  to  this  point,  could  not  be  sustained. 
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The  Frenchr  debt,  assigned  to  Joseph  Sandt^  was  id  a  some- 
what similar  situation ;  but  the  persons  for  whose  benefit  the 
assignment  was  intended  were  not  parties,  and  therefore  no 
eflfective  decree  could  be  pronounced. 

Next,  as  to  the  notes  delivered  to  John  Havens.  [Here  his 
honor  stated  the  allegations  and  facts  relative  to  them.] 

The  circumstances  stated  as  to  him,  as  to  the  gist  of  the  bill; 
are,  that  he  offered  to  prove  his  debt  before  the  commission- 
ers ;  that  Comfort  Sands,  Nathaniel  Prime,  or  some  other  of 
the  firiends  of  the  former,  pending  the  examination  before  the 
commissioners,  found  means  satisfactorily  to  secure  him,  and 
procure  him  to  assign  the  debt  in  question  to  Nathaniel  Prime, 
and  that  he  afterwards  offered  to  prove  the  debt 

I  know  of  no  legal  restraint  on  the  assignment  of  the  debts 
of  a  bankrupt,  not  interfering  with  the  general  and  equal  dis- 
tribution of  his  effects  among  his  creditors.  Like  all  other 
choses  in  action,  they  are  transferable,  so  as  to  entitle  the  as- 
signee to  the  dividends  of  the  original  creditors.  The  circum- 
stances stated  afforded  probable  cause  for  suspecting  improper 
practice  on  the  subject ;  and  as  far  as  the  bill  operated  as  a 
bill  of  discovery,  it  was  calculated  to  draw  the  necessary  dis- 
coveries from  the  defendant.  But  though  all  the  facts  are  ad- 
mitted, they  formed  no  ground  for  a  decree  against  the  defend- 
ant *Havens ;  for  the  charge  against  him  as  deduced  fi^om  the 
facts  is,  that  he  assigned  his  debt,  and  of  consequence  the 
dividends  to  accrue  therefrom,  to  Nathaniel  Prime. 

The  answer  of  Letais  Sands  was  silent  as  to  the  whole  rf 
this  transaction ;  the  making  the  notes  for  the  consideraticHi 
money  for  the  Washington  lots  to  Comfort  Sands  excepted. 

There  was  no  evidence  to  this  point,  and  the  whole  rested 
upon  the  bill  and  answers,  which  did  not  make  out  a  case  for 
relief 

The  complainants  alleged,  that  the  whole  amount  of  the 
consideration  money  for  the  Washington  property  sold  to  Lewis 
Sands,  was  9,000  dollars ;  that  Levns  Sands  gave  notes  to  the 
amount  of  19,000  dollars.  The  inference  attempted  to  be 
drawn  was,  that  he  has  received  more  than  he  has  disclosed. 
There  was,  however,  no  circumstance  to  be  collected  from  the 
pleadings  which  would  warrant  that  inference.  The  collusion 
charged  was  denied.  The  consideration  for  the  notes  was  not 
deduced  from  the  property  of  Comfort  Sands.  For  aught  that 
appears,  they  may  have  been  made  by  Lietcis  Semds  for  an- 
other, or  without  any  consideration;  but  unless  they  were 
made  in  firaud  of  the  creditors,  there  was  no  room  to  questi^Mi 
them.  I 

Whether  these  notes  o(  Lewis  Sands  existed  or  not,  was  to- 
tally immaterial  to  the  creditors  of  Comfort  Sands.  As  they 
are  stated  to  have  been  made  after  the  bankruptcy  of  Comfort 
Sands,  his  endorsements  are  of  course  void ;  and  the  only 
ground  upon  which  it  was  contended  they  ought  to  be  can* 
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ee«ed  was  their  supposed  connection  with  the  property  of 
Comfort  Sands.  This,  however,  has  not  been  made  out  be- 
yond the  Washington  estate ;  and  on  that  they  cannot  operate 
as  a  lien.  Besides,  the  strict  d\Uy  of  the  assignee,  as  to  these 
debts,  was  rather  that  of  resistance  than  prosecution ;  and  no 
*part  of  the  interest  confided  to  him  could  be  withdrawn  from 
the  discretionary  control  with  which  he  is  legally  invested, 
unless  either  laches  or  &ult  was  made  out  against  him;  or 
unless  the  laches  should  be  of  a  nature  to  enable  the  court 
to  impute  to  him  neglect  generally,  as  to  the  whole  concern. 
But  he  has  not  been  required  to  do  any  act  to  repel  the 
claim. 

The  notes  in  the  hands  of  the  defendant  Blagge  are  in  the 
same  situation.  They  are  the  notes  of  Lewis  Sands ;  and  the 
complainant^  could  not  allege  that  the  giving  those  notes  was 
prejudicial  to  their  interests,  unless  it  appears  that  they  de- 
tracted from  the  common  fhnd.  This,  however,  is  not  the 
case ;  for  it  does  not  appear  when  they  were  made  payable. 
If  payable  heretofore,  it  did  not  appear  that  any  measures  had 
been  taken  to  fix  Comfort  Sands  as  the  endorser.  If  payable 
after  the  bankruptcy,  as  the  notes  never  were  delivered  to  the 
persons  who  were  intended  to  be  thereby  benefited,  and 
Blagge^s  interference  cannot  be  resolved  into  an  agency  for 
them,  they  must,  after  the  bankruptcy  intervened,  b^  legally 
inoperative ;  for  the  consummation  of  the  contract  being  sus- 
pended, and  an  event  occurring  destructive  of  the  endorser's 
po#er  to  bind  himself,  so  as  to  afiect  the  interest  of  his  credit- 
ors, the  capacity  of  clothing  it  with  the  legal  essentials  of  con- 
summation, were  as  efiectually,  to  all  legal  purposes,  lost,  as 
in  case  of  death.  In  either  alternative,  it  would  be  useless  to 
decree  their  delivery. 

As  to  the  houses  and  lots  in  James  street^  conveyed  to  the 
defendant  Robert  Sands,  and  by  him  to  John  Jackson ;  both 
Comfort  and  Robert  Sands  concurred  in  stating  them  to  have 
been  &irly  conveyed,  before  the  bankruptcy  of  Comfort  Sands, 
in  consideration  of  3,200  dollars,  to  John  Jackson,  who  was 
not  a  party,  but  was  examined  as  a  witness,  and  whose  testi- 
mony corroborated  those  answers.  But  a  decisive  point  is,  it 
was  *essential  to  make  him  a  party  to  the  suit,  to  bind  his 
interest,  and  he  has  not  been  made  a  party. 

If  the  complainants  succeeded  in  establishing  their  right  to  a 
portion  of  the  common  fund,  which  the  assignee  had  either 
despaired  of,  or  neglected,  it  seemed  reasonable  that  it  should 
be  converted  into  money  under  their  management,  as  parties 
materially  interested  in  making  it  as  productive  to  the  credit- 
ors generally,  as  po8s\)[)le ;  and  as  to  that  point,  the  assignee 
ought  to  have  it  in  his  power  to  execute  the  trust  reposed  in 
him  by  the  bankrupt  law,  by  giving  to  the  fimd  thus  recovered 
the  destination  prescribed  by  that  kw. 
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IN  ERROR.  I  thought,  however,  that  for  this  pnrpote,  it  was  not  neces- 
sary to  appoint  a  receiver ;  a  master  being  competent  to  dis- 
charge the  duty  required,  in  order  to  give  the  decree  effect. 

There  were  many  other  questions  necessary  to  be  determin- 
ed in  the  cause,  before  a  final  decree  could  be  made.  On  aU 
the  other  matters  pursued  by  the  bill,  I  was  of  opinion  it 
ought  to  be  dismissed ;  but  whether  with  or  without  costs,  and 
how  far  the  dismissal  ought  to  extend,  or  how  modified,  it  was 
not  then  necessary  to  determine.  These  were,  therefore^  i^ 
served  for  further  directions. 

Pendleton  and  T.  A,  Emmet,  for  the  appellants.  The  several 
conveyances  from  Comfort  Sands,  which  are  stated  in  the  case, 
Being  for  a  valuable  consideration,  are  good  and  valid,  as  be- 
tween the  parties.  If  they  are  void  in  regard  to  third  persons^ 
it  must  be  either  under  the  bankrupt  law  of  the  Vhiied  States, 
{Laws  of  U.  S.  vol.  5.  p.  45.)  or  the  statute  of  this  state  fbi 
the  prevention  of  frauds.  {Laws  of  N.  Y.  vol.  1.  p.  75.  s.  2. 
10  Sess.  c.  44.) 

This  is  a  controversy  between  creditors  and  purchasers  ;  noC 
between  some  creditors  and  other  creditors,  who  have  obtain- 
ed an  undue  preference  on  the  eve  of,  and  in  contemplation 
r  *  577  ]  of,  bankruptcy.  The  10th  section  *of  the  bankrupt  law  pro- 
vides, '<  that  in  case  of  a  bona  fide  purchase  made  from  or  under 
(he  bankrupt,  for  a  valuable  consideration,  before  the  issuing 
of  the  commission,  by  any  person  having  no  knowledge,  in- 
formation or  notice  of  any  act  of  bankruptcy  ccMnmitted,  such 
purchase  shall  not  be  invaUdated  or  impeached."  This  just 
and  equitable  provision  is  not  to  be  found  in  the  English  stat- 
utes of  bankruptcy.  Again,  by  one  of  the  English  statutes, 
(1  Jac,  c.  15.  s.  5.)  all  voluntary  conveyances  by  the  bankru|tf 
are  void  as  against  the  assignees  ;  but  the  law  of  the  United 
States  (Sect.  17.)  declares  them  void  only  if  made  "  with  intent 
to  defi^ud  creditors."  If  the  conveyances  of  Comfort  Sands 
to  his  children  were  for  a  good  consideration,  and  without  anv 
mtent  to  defraud  his  creditors,  they  must  be  valid.  (1  Atk.  93.) 
Any  person,  without  notice  of  an  act  of  bankruptcy,  and  be- 
fore issuing  the  conmiission,  may  become  a  purchaser;  for  it 
would  be  not  only  unjust,  but  extremely  inconvenient,  in  a 
commercial  country,  if  conveyances  made  bona  fide^  and  with- 
out notice,  could  be  overreached  and  avoided,  by  any  secret 
act  of  bankruptcy. 

Any  man  may  convey  his  own  goods  to  another  for  nooney, 
at  any  time  before  execution,  though  he  mav  fear  executions 
for  debts,  provided  there  be  no  secret  trust  between  him  and 
the  vendee.  {Bac.  Use  of  the  Law,  63.  Law  TVacts,  166. 
13  Viner,  517-  Cowp.  427.  1  Atk.  93.  10  Ves.  jun.  139.) 
^  A  debtor  may  bona  fide  prefer  one  creditor  to  another.     (6 

Term  Rep.  285.     Free,  in  Chdmc.  105.    13  Vin.  522.    2  AnsL 
381.     1  Ves,  jun.  280.) 
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The  house  and  lot  in  Pine  street  were  sold  for  a  valuable 
consideratioii,  and  before  any  act  o(  bankruptcy.  The  execu- 
tion was  on  a  bona  fide  and  ralid  judgment.  The  conveyance 
of  the  27th  Aprily  1801,  to  Letois  Smde,  was  for  notes,  which 
were,  afterwards,  paid  away  to  creditors  of  Comfort  Sands.  The 
price  was  adequate.  It  was  a  sale  at  public  auction,  where 
there  was  a  competition  of  bidders.  Mere  inadequacy  of  price 
18  not,  of  itself  evidence  of  fraud ;  but  is  a  circumstance  of 
^suspicion  to  be  confirmed  by  other  jMroofs.  (2  Ves.  518, 
Rob.  on  Fraud.  Conv.  373.  170.)  The  acts  of  ownership,  when 
explained  by  the  answers,  are  too  trifling  to  furnish  evidence 
of  any  secret  trust  foi'  Comfort  Sands. 

It  is  admitted,  that  if  the  convejrances  were  afler  an  act  of 
bankruptcy,  or  notice  of  it,  they  were  void.  An  act  of  bank- 
ruptcy cannot  exist  by  implication.  The  debtor  must  do  some 
one  of  the  acts  enumerated  in  the  statute ;  as  lying  in  prison 
two  months  without  giving  bail ;  and  the  act  of  bankruptcy  is 
not  complete,  until  that  time  is  expired.  In  England  it  is  dif- 
ferent, and  has  relation  back  to  the  day  of  arrest.  The  com- 
misaoners  state  that  Comfort  Sands  began  trading  on  the  21st 
March.  But  their  declaration  is  not  conclusive ;  the  act  does 
not  intend  that  any  such  judicial  power  should  be  exercised  by 
them.  The  production  of  the  commission  and  assignment  is 
evidence  merely,  that  the  party  was  a  bankrupt  when  the  com- 
mission issued.  If  the  time  was  doubtful,  there  ought  to  have 
been  an  issue  to  ascertain  the  fact.  But  if  the  act  was  com- 
mitted on  the  21st  March,  yet  if  Lewis  Sands  had  no  notice 
of  it,  the  conveyance  to  him  would  be  valid. 

The  Brooklyn  estate  was  conveyed  to  Henry  Sandsy  prior  to 
any  act  of  bankruptcy  ;  and  the  only  question  is,  whether  the 
convejrance  was  made  with  a  view  to  defraud  creditors.  Where 
a  bill  calls  upon  a  defendant  to  answer  as  to  certain  fects,  it 
makes  the  answer  evidence  as  to  such  fects.  If  the  answer  is 
to  be  taken  as  feet,  then  there  was  no  fraud.  The  acts  of 
Comfort  Sands,  said  to  be  evidence  of  ownership,  were  done 
by  him  as  agent  for  his  son.  He  could  act  from  a  mere  parol 
authority.  (Rob.  on  Fraud.  Conv.  113.  9  Ves.  jun.  251.) 
The  answers  expressly  deny  any  fraud,  and  they  are  confirmed 
by  the  proofs  in  the  cause. 

But  supposing  that  the  conveyances  were  not  valid ;  vet  the 
decree  is  erroneous  in  not  directing  the  money  paid  by  the 
grantees  to  be  refunded ;  and  the  conveyances  ^o  stand  as 
security,  until  the  money  was  repaid.  A  court  of  equity  does 
not  undertake  to  inflict  a  punishment;  it  merely  aflords  com- 
pensation, or  prevents  fiiiud  from  producing  any  injuir. 
Where  a  deed  is  valid  between  the  parties,  and  fraudulent  only 
as  against  creditors,  the  money  paid  by  the  purchaser  is  to  be 
refunded.  (4  Bro.  C.  C.  112.  1  Ves.  jun.  206.  Free,  in 
Chan.  80.  142.  1  Ves.  35.  Rob.  on  Fraud.  Conv.  451.  658.  1 
Bro.  C.  a  420.    8  Ves.  jun.  283.    3  Bro.  C.  C.  156.     1  Ves. 
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518.  2  VeB,  217.  2  Atk.  296.  3  Bl  Com.  437.  2  Bob.  tf  PvH  59.) 
The  conveyances  are  set  aside,  on  payment  of  the  purchase 
money  and  interest.  The  right  of  the  creditors  to  set  aside 
the  conveyance,  is  in  the  nature  of  an  equity  of  redemption, 
and  the  property  is  considered  as  a  mortgage  for  the  money 
paid. 

Again,  the  decree  directs  Comfort  Sands  to  account  for  the 
rents  and  profits  of  the  Brooklyn  estate  from  1798  to  the  time, 
of  the  bankruptcy.  This  is  clearly  erroneous  and  unjust*  He 
can  never  be  called  to  account  for  acts  done  prior  to  bis  bank- 
ruptcy. If  he  could  be  made  accountable  for  one  year,  he 
might  be  for  his  whole  previous  life.         *     *    ' 

Again,  Henry  Sands  is  required  to  account  for  the  rents  and 
profits  from  the  4th  April,  1800.  It  is  true  the  bankrupt  law 
was  passed  on  that  day ;  but  that  is  no  reason  for  making  him 
accountable  prior  to  any  act  of  bankruptcy.  He  is  also  made 
accountable  for  the  value  of  the  lots  sold,  taken  at  the  time  of 
the  decree,  though  sold  several  years  before,  when  they  were  of 
much  less  value  ;  and  no  allowance  is  made  for  taxes,  or  sums 
paid  to  Comfort  Sandsj  prior  to  his  bankruptcy.  (9  Mod.  412. 
3  Atk.  401.     2  Atk.  107.     1  Ves.  jun.  161.) 

As  to  the  Greentvich  lots,  conveyed  to  his  daughters,  it  dip- 
pears  that  Comfort  Sands  was,  in  1796  and  1797,  a  man  of 
large  property.  Where  a  man  is  not  so  much  in  debt  as  to 
render  it  probable,  that  his  voluntary  settlements  and  provisions 
are  made  with  a  view  to  defraud  his  creditors,  they  will  be  valid. 
(Rob.  on  Fraud.  Com.  17,  18,  19.  3  Atk.  410.)  The  debtor 
should  appear  to  be  absolutely  insolvent  at  the  time,  to  render 
♦such  settlements  for  children,  which  are  regarded  with  fiivor, 
void.  {Rob.  on  Fraud.  Conv.  452.  2  Ves.  10.  2  Atk.  520. 
Cro.  Car.  550.  2  Bro.  C.  C.  90.  Cowp.  434.  2  Vem.  44. 
Ca.  temp.  King,  C.  78.  5  Ves.  jun.  387.  Newland  on  Cont. 
384.)  ^ 

Again,  the  chancellor  has  thought  proper  to  take  the  prop- 
erty out  of  the  hands  of  the  assignees  of  the  bankrupt,  and 
place  it  in  the  hands  of  a  master.  If  the  creditors  were  dis- 
satisfied, they  might  appoint  new  assignees.  To  put  the  prop- 
erty into  the  hands  of  a  master,  creates  useless  expense,  is  a 
violation  of  the  bankrupt  law,  and  an  infiringement  of  the  rights 
of  a  majority  of  the  creditors. 

Riggs  and  Hoffman,  contra.  The  respondents  appear  as 
creditors  suing  for  themselves,  and  for  those  creditors  who  will 
contribute  to  the  expense.  The  other  creditors  are  not  to  be 
considered  as  those  who  have,  by  their  vigilance,  obtained  a 
satisfaction  for  their  debts ;  but  as  combined  with  Comfort 
Sands,  in  his  attempt  to  defraud  the  respondents.  This  is  not 
the  case  of  a  grantor  applying  to  have  conveyances  set  aside, 
in  which  the  maxim  is  to  be  applied,  that  the  party  claiming 
equity  must  first  do  equity.  The  only  grounds  on  which  the 
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bankruptcy  of  Comfort  Sands  can  have  any  influence  on  the  m  error, 
questions  raised  in  the  cause  are, 

1.  That  his  assignee  became  a  necessary  party : 

2.  That  if  the  conveyance  of  any  of  the  property  conveyed, 
independent  of  the  bankrupt  law,  should  be  valid,  the  respond- 
ents, as  standing  in  the  placa  of  the  assignee,  may  have  the 
benefit  of  the  bankrupt  laws : 

3.  As  to  bringing  the  money  into  court,  and  the  distribution 
of  the  fund. 

The  cases  which  have  been  cited,  if  examined,  will  be  found 
not  to  contain  the  doctrine  to  support  which  they  were  ad- 
duced, or  are  wholly  inappUcable.  An  attentive  examination 
of  them  will  show,  that  Lewis  Sands  and  Henry  Sands  can  be 
entitled  to  no  indemnity  for  their  advances  or  responsibilities. 

♦We  contend  that  the  conveyances  by  Comfort  Sands  are 
fraudulent  and  void,  at  common  law,  independent  of  any  stat- 
ute of  bankruptcy.  We  shall  first  exhibit  the  conduct  of 
Comfort  Sands  from  the  beginning  of  these  transactions,  which 
are  throughout  marked  with  that  want  of  candor  and  honesty, 
as  to  leave  no  doubt  of  the  fraud.  [Here  the  counsel  went 
into  a  minute  examination  of  the  facts.] 

Conveyances  of  property  with  a  fraudulent  intent,  either 
pass  no  estate,  or  are  void  against  the  persons  intended  to  be 
defrauded.  (Rob.  on  Fraud.  Com.  591 — 596.)  This  is  either 
by  common  law,  or  the  statute  of  13  Eliz.  c.  5.  (3  Co.  78.  b. 
iJyer^  294.  b.  Hoh.  72.)  A  gratuitous  conveyance  is  always 
void,  as  against  creditors.  {Rob.  on  Fraud,  Conv.  450,  451, 
452.)  The  relationship  between  the  grantor  and  grantee  is  a 
strong  circumstance  of  suspicion ;  and  the  possession  of  the 
grantor,  and  acts  of  owneVship  by  him  inconsistent  with  the 
pretended  sale,  are  evidence  of  firaud.  (Rob.  ib.  198,  199. 
554.  558.     2  Bulst.  225.     1  Fonb.  270.  and  notes.) 

Again,  in  cases  of  alleged  fraud,  the  answer  of  the  party  is 
not  to  be  rdied  on  as  to  any  advances  ;  but  positive  proof  of 
the  pa]rment  of  the  money  is  required.  The  mere  responsi- 
bility is  not  sufficient.     (3  P.  Wms.  288.     2  Ves.  516.) 

Whoever  comes  into  possession  of  an  estate  conveyed  by 
fraud,  must  account  for  the  rents  and  profits,  when  the  con- 
veyance is  set  aside.  f2  Rep.  in  Ch.  30.  Langton  v.  TVacy, 
RidgwayU  Rep.  temp.  Hardw.  176.  9  Mod.  ^.)  The  case 
of  Stacicpole  v.  Davoren  (1  Bro.  P.  C.  9.  1  AtTc.  13.  2  Atlc. 
107.)  is  a  very  strong  authority  on  this  point. 

As  to  the  disposition  of  the  fund,  the  Court  of  Chancery, 
having  jurisdiction  of  the  cause,  ought  also  to  have  the  dispo- 
sition of  the  property.  It  will  not  jeopardize  it,  by  putting  it 
in  the  hands  of  the  assignee.  It  is  more  consistent  with  the 
dignity  of  the  court,  that  it  .should  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  a 
master,  before  whom  all  the  creditors  should  exhibit  their 
claims,  that  they  may  be  contested  or  verified.  In  equity,  all 
the  creditors  are  equals  and  no  preference  is  to  be  given  to 
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INEBROSL  judgment  cr^ditora,  or  such  as  have  legal  liens.  The  ^pioper 
Inode  is  to  declare  that  the  creditors  should  prove  their  dd>t8 
before  the  master,  and  that  they  should  be  paid  pro  rata.  A 
receiver  may  be  appointed  to  receive  ,tbe  rents  and  profits, 
until  the  final  end  of  the  suit.  {WyaU,  355,  356.   3  Aik.  564.) 

Yates,  J.  In  stating  this  case,  for  the  purpose  of  giving  an 
opinion,  I  shall  confine  myself  to  such  &cts  as  are  immediately 
connected  with  the  subjects,  mentioned  in  the  petition  of  ap- 
peal as  exceptionable  in  the  decree  of  his  honor  the  chancel- 
lor, beyond  which  it  is  understood  this  couil,  according  to  an 
established  rule,  will  not  proceed  in  their  adjudication,  unless 
it  be  to  extend  and  modify  the  decree,  in  &vor  of  the  respond- 
ents, according  to  such  equitable  rules  as,  in  furtherance  of 
justice,  may  be  adjudged  necessary;  and  I  shall  have  a  due  re- 
gard to  such  acts  of  the  parties  generally,  as  tend  to  explain  or 
establish  important  facts,  connected  with  the  subjects  which 
are  immediately  before  the  court  for  adjudication. 

FHere  his  honor  stated  the  &cts.] 

The  first  question  will  be  as  to  the  validity  of  the  convey- 
ances. 

1.  With  r^ard  to  the  deed  for  the  houses  and  lots  in  Pint 
and  Ckdar  ttreets. 

It  is  contended  that  a  valid  consideration  was  paid  for  this 
property,  and  that  the  proceeds  have  been  properly  disposed 
of;  that  the  sale,  being  public  and  by  virtue  of  several  execu- 
tions of  contending  creditors,  is  sufficient  to  test  the  adequacy 
of  the  price. 

No  doubt  can  be  entertained,  that  from  the  commencement 
of  this  transaction.  Comfort  Sands  has  been  actuated  by  mo- 
tives to  continue  this  property  under  his  control,  particularly 
while  Mr.  Sioartwout  was  connected  with  it.  What  he  intended 
should  be  the  ultimate  disposition  of  it,  remains  to  be  inquired 
into.  Whenever  a  person,  in  the  embarrassed  situation  in, 
which  Comfort  Sands  ^appears  to  have  been  at  this  time,  volun- 
tarily executes  a  bond  and  warrant  to  enter  judgment  in  favor 
of  particular  creditors,  it  must,  from  the  nature  of  the  transac- 
tion, create  suspicion ;  and  his  conduct  immediately  becomes  a 
proper  subject  for  the  most  scrupulous  investigation. 

It  is  true,  as  has  been  remarked,  that  there  are  creditors 
who,  in  honor,  and  perhaps  in  conscience,  ought  to  be  prefer- 
red ;  and  I  shall  not  undertake  to  say,  that  127  and  &  Johnson^ 
together  with  Johi  Swartwottt,  were  not  of  this  description. 
Had,  therefore,  this  property  been  sold  for  its  real  value,  to  a 
bona  fide  purchaser,  and  the  avails  appropriated  to  dischaii^ 
the  debts  and  responsibilities  assumed  by  those  persons  for 
Comfort  Sands,  it  might  perhaps  be  justified ;  but  as  they  were 
satisfied  by  him  in  a  different  manner,  this  property  virtually 
*  continued  in  his  hands,  and  under  his  control ;  for  it  is  admit- 
ted that  SwartwotU  must  be  deemed  the  trustee  of  Comfort 
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Sands  J  having  at  his  instance  and  request  pmchased  from  the  inermo§l 
sheriff.  Notwithstanding  his  situation  as  trustee,  Swatiwmty 
on  being  requested  by  Comfort  SantU  to  convey  to  his  son 
Letcisf  hesitates  to  do  it  The  reluctance  evinced  by  him 
ahows  his  impression  of  the  impropriety  of  the  proposed  con- 
veyance. Hd  hesitated,  certainly  not  from  a  desire  to  retain 
the  property,  and  convert  it  to  his  own  use.  It  must  have  been 
from  the  suspicious  aspect  of  the  conduct  of  C.  Sands,  with 
which  he,  in  this  particular,  was  fully  acquainted  from  the 
conunencement.  On  being  informed,  however,  that  he  would 
talte  a  note  for  11,000  dollars  from  Letcis  Sandsy  and  pass  the 
same  to  his  creditors,  Swartwouty  on  the  27th  Apru^  1901, 
conveyed  this  property  to  Letois  Sandsy  subject  to  a  lien  of 
2,500  dollars,  amounting  in  the  whole,  to  13,500  dollars.  This 
is  the  period  it  passed  out  of  the  hands  of  Comfort  Swndsy  if 
the  conveyance  executed  by  John  *Swartwout  is  to  be  consid- 
ered valid :  and  as  this,  in  fact,  is  a  sale  made  by  the  fiither  to 
the  son  at  a  time  when  his  circumstances  were  much  embar- 
rassed, it  must  undergo  a  strict  examination  :  for,  independent 
of  other  circumstances,  as  observed  by  Roberts^  on  Fraudulent 
Conveyances^  (p.  452.)  "  the  very  proximity  of  blood  raises 
rather  the  idea  of  confederacy  than  affection." 

It  cannot  reasonably  be  supposed,  that  Lewis  Sands  was  not 
in  possession  of  sufficient  information  respecting  the  circum- 
stances of  his  father,  to  be  convinced  that  he  was  at  this  time 
about  becoming  a  bankrupt,  and  had  already  committed  the 
act  of  bankruptcy  upon  which  the  commission  was  to  be  issued; 
and  that  a  purchase  made  by  him  must  be  intended  either  for 
bis  immediate  benefit,  or  for  the  ultimate  advantage  of  his 
father.  This  is  by  no  means  «n  unwarrantable  presumption, 
particularly  when  aided  by  the  extraordinary  situation  of  this 
property;  that  John  Swartwo^  was  the  grantor,  and  his  father 
the  actual  vendor,  and  exclusive  manager  of  the  business,  both 
before  and  at  the  time  of  the  sale,  and  who  took  his  note  in 
the  first  instance  payable  to  bearer. 

As  to  the  amount  of  the  consideration  alleged  to  be  paid  for 
this  property,  I  am  not  surprised  that  the  true  value  could  not 
be  obtained  at  the  sheriff's  sale.  On  such  occasions  there  will 
always  exist  a  reluctance  on  the  part  of  the  purchaser  of  an 
estate  owned  by  a  person  so  extensively  involved  as  Comfort 
Sands  must  have  been  at  the  time  of  the  sale.  This  inade- 
quacy of  price  appears  evident  by  the  testimony  of  Swartwouty 
the  purchaser  in  the  first  instance.  He  states  the  value  at 
16,000  dollars,  making  a  difference  of  upwards  of  2,000  dol- 
lars between  the  amount  alleged  to  be  paid  by  Lewis  Sandsy 
and  his  valuation.  When  the  peculiar  situation  of  the  witness 
is  considered,  we  cannot  but  place  reliance  on  his  judgment. 
He  asserts  that  his  interference  *was  for  his  own  indemnity, 
and  consequently  the  value  of  this  property  must  have  been  a 
subject  of  interest  and  inquiry  to  him.    Besides,  the  other  wit- 
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FN  ERROR,  Desses  do  not  testify  to  the  aggregate  amount,  but  to  the  an* 
nual  value.  This  is  not  a  just  rule.  Many  estates  in  this 
country  sell  for  an  amount,  the  lawful  interest  of  which  6r 
exceeds  the  annual  income.  As  this  might,  perhaps,  be  con- 
sidered a  mere  matter  of  opinion,  and  that  too  much  reliance 
ought  not  to  be  placed  on  it,  I  shall  regard  it  oiily  of  import- 
ance when  connected  with  the  possession  and  acts  of  owner- 
ship. These  are  proved  by  his  residing  for  some  time  in  one 
of  the  houses,  and  by  the  testimony  of  Isaac  Pierson  and  John 
Gibson,  to  whom,  as  owner,  he  let  the  house  in  Cedar  street, 
gave  receipts  in  his  own  name  for  the  rent,  and  ordered  repsSrs 
to  be  made.  Add  to  this,  the  extraordinary  appUcation  of  the 
pretended  consideration-notes  to  creditors,  without  their  ap- 
parent consent  or  acquiescence. 

From  all  these  acts,- the  conduct  of  the  parties  appears  to  be 
so  strongly  marked  with  collusion,  to  the  injury  of  the  creditors 
of  Comfort  Sand^,  that  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying,  that  the 
deed  from  John  Swartwout  to  Lewis  Sands,  for  the  houses  and 
lots  in  Pine  and  Cedar  streets,  is  void. 

The  principles  upon  which  this  deed  is  adjudged  void,  can- 
not admit  of  a  reimbursement,  or  an  indemnification  to  Lewis 
'Sands,  against  the  consequences  of  his  own  fraudulent  acts. 
There  can  be  no  doubt  of  his  knowledge  of  the  whole  busi- 
ness, and  an  understanding  that  he  was  to  participate  in  the 
expected  advantages  to  be  secured  by  this  iniquity.  Not  a 
cent  has  ever  been  paid  by  himself;  and  the  notes  in 
the  hands  of  John  Blagge,  we  have  reason  to  believe,  remain 
under  the  control  of  his  father.  No  equitable  claim  can  con- 
sequently exist  for  reimbursement  or  indemnity,  especially  in 
favor  of  a  person  deemed  a  party  to  the  transaction.  *I  am, 
therefore,  of  opinion,  that  the  decree  in  this  respect  is  correct, 
being  grounded  on  the  fraudulent  intentions  of  both  Comfort 
and  Letfds  Sands ;  and  governed  by  principles  different  from 
those  on  which  most  of  the  cases  adduced  by  the  appellants, 
were  decided,  where  deeds  were  avoided,  or  set  aside  on  par- 
ticular terms  or  conditions,  founded  on  hard  or  unconscientious 
bargains. 

It  appears  that  the  debt  due  to  the  bank  of  New-York  of 
56,000  dollars,  without  the  addition  of  interest  to  accrue,  was 
the  true  consideration  to  be  paid  for  the  Brooklyn  property, 
and  to  which  amount  I  shall  confine  my  observations  on  the 
question  respecting  the  adequacy  of  price. 

The  estate  was  held  in  common  with  Joshua  Sands,  the 
brother  of  Comfort  Sands,  who  must  be  well  acquainted  with  its 
value,  and  who  considered  it  as  worth,  at  the  time  of  the  sale, 
75,000  dollars.  A  collector  of  taxes  at  Brooklyn  states  the 
value  to  be'  from  60,000  to  100,000  dollars.  The  averaj^'e  i 
value.,  according  to  his  estimation,  would  be  80,000  dollars. 

I  believe  there  is  not  one  witness  who  puts  it  at  less  than 
70,000  dollars ;  so  that,  on  the  most  moderate  valuation,  there 
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existed  a  difference  of  14,000  dollars,  and  hj  the  testimony  of 
Joshua  Sand$y  19,000  dollars.  This  is  a  strong  circumstance  to 
presume  the  sale  fraudulent 

The  acts  of  ownership  exercised  over  this  property  i4>pear 
from  the  testimony  of  several  witnesses.  The  ^allegation  that 
those  were  the  acts  of  an  agent  for  Henry  Sands,  does  not  pre- 
vent the  effect  produced  by  the  evidence  on  the  vahdity  of  the 
whole  transaction.  No  acts  of  ownership  can  be  more  striking 
than  the  receiving  of  rent,  the  pa3rment  of  taxes,  and,  in  some 
measure,  managing  and  directing  the  sales  and  disposition  of 
the  property.  Aluiough  it  will  not  be  questioned  that  an  agent 
may  be  appointed  hj parol;  yet  it  is  somewhat  extraordinary 
there  did  not  exist  some  written  authority,  *particularly  be- 
tween parties  who,  at  the  time  of  the  sale  of  this  very  property, 
evinced  the  greatest  care  and, caution,  by  entering  into  written 
articles,  when  the  deeds  were  to  be  executed  a  few  days  there- 
after. No  particular  accounts  as  to  this  agency  have  ever  been 
exhibited  between  them  ;  and  on  other  occasions,  different  and 
extensive  pa3rment8  are  alleged  to  have  been  made  on  an  ad- 
justment of  accounts  ;  but  no  books  were  produced.  These 
are  evidently  mere  pretences  to  cover  improper  designs.  I 
cannot  doubt,  therefore,  but  that  the  sale  of  this  property  was 
fraudulent,  and  the  deed  consequently  void. 

It  does  not  appear  that  any  money  has  been  paid,  except 
out  of  the  sales  of  this  property,  nor  that  Henry  Sands  can 
have  a  claim  for  reimbursement  and  indemnity,  for  the  reasons 
already  assigned,  in  considering  the  same  subject,  respecting 
the  Pme  and  Cedar  street  property.  No  doubt  of  a  combina- 
tion between  Comfort  Sands  and  Henry  Sands  can  possibly 
exist  There  evidently  appears  to  be  a  deliberate  system  adopt- 
ed by  Comfort  Sands,  to  put  a  large,  if  not  the  greatest,  portion 
of  his  property  into  the  hands  of  his  children,  for  the  avowed 
purpose  of  effecting  an  odious  discrimination  between  his 
creditors,  not  disconnected  with  improper  views  and  inten- 
tions to  benefit  himself,  and  wholly  to  defeat  some  of  the 
creditors. 

I  shall  next  proceed  to  inquire  into  the  account  ordered  of 
the  rents  and  profits  of  this  estate.  ' 

The  decree  in  the  Court  of  Chancery  does  not  interfere  with 
the  purchasers  from  Henry  Sands.  Those  persons  are,  per- 
haps, properly  left  in  the  undisturbed  enjoyment,  of  the  rights 
obtained  under  that  conveyance  :  but  an  account  of  the  rents 
and  profits  of  all  the  real  estate  conveyed  by  Comfort  Sands  to 
Henry  Sands  from  the  9th  day  of  July,  1798,  is  directed. 

*The  peculiar  province  of  a  court  of  equity  is  to  detect  and 

Eursue  fraudulent  alienations,  and  arrest  the  property,  particu- 
irly  while  in  the  hands  of  any  of  the  parties  to  the  transaction. 
This  interference,  however,  must  be  grounded  on  an  existing 
right  in  the  party  claiming  redress,  and  can  only  take  effect 
from  the  period  when  that  right  accrued  in  relation  to  the  prop- 
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ertj.  The  title  to  loch  parts  as  are  found  in  their  hands  must 
be  considered  as  continuing  in  Comfort  Sands,  until  the  act  of 
bankruptcy  committed  by  him.  I  cannot,  therefore,  discover 
in  what  manner  either  Comfort  Smids  or  Henry  Sands  can  pos- 
sibly be  liable  for  the  rents  and  profits  of  tins  estate^  before 
that  period. 

It  cannot  be  contended,  th^t  Comfort  Sands  had  no  right, 
before  that  time,  to  expend  the  avails  or  annual  income,  at  hk 
discretion,  without  responsibility  to  any  one. 

On  a  review,  therefore,  of  the  whole  transaction  between  him 
and  Henry  Sandsy  and  a  recurrence  to  the  reasons  stated  for 
the  avoidance  of  the  deed  from  him,  the  property  being  con- 
sidered under  his  control  and  management,  the  demajui  on 
Henry  Sands  for  the  rents  and  profits  previous  to  the  acts  of 
bankruptcy,  ought  not  to  be  made.  The  decree  ought,  there- 
fore, to  be  so  modified,  that  no  accounts  of  the  rents  and  profits 
be  required  6rom  either  of  them,  until  that  event. 

It  is,  undoubtedly,  the  duty  of  tliis  court,  in  making  up  their 
opinion,  to  notice  every  incident  connected  with  the  cause,  and 
consequendy,  that  part  of  the  decree  ordering  those  parties  who 
are  out  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court,  to  join  in  a  conveyance 
with  the  master,  ought  to  be  so  modified  as  to  enable  the  court 
to  enforce  the  decree,  and  secure  an  effectual  /emedy  to  the 
parties. 

Upon  the  whole,  my  opinion  is,  that  the  decree  of  his  honor 
the  chancellor  be  affirmed,  except  as  to  the  time  when  the  ac- 
counts of  the  rents  and  profits  in  relation  to  the  Brooklyn  estate 
ought  to  commence. 

^Van  Ness,  J.,  not  having  heard  the  argument  of  the  cause, 
gave  no  opinion. 

Spencer,  J.,  was  for  affirming  the  decree  below,  except  as  to 
the  person  who  was  to  receive  and  distribute  the  fund.  He 
observed,  that  whenever  an  assignee  declines  to  act,  the  cred- 
itors have  a  right  to  institute  a  suit  for  the  benefit  of  al!  the 
creditors.  By  the  law  of  the  United  States,  the  property  of  the 
l^ankrupt  is  vested  in  his  assignees.  The  conveyances  being 
adjudged  fi^audulent  and  void,  the  property  remained  in  Comr 
fort  Sands,  and  by  the  bankrupt  law  became  vested  in  his 
assignees.  The  conveyances  were  void  at  common  law ;  but 
the  Court  of  Chancery  had  a  concurrent  jurisdiction,  it  being 
a  case  of  fraud  ;  and  the  application  to  that  court  was  merely 
for  the  purpose  of  avoiding  the  conveyances.  It  does  not  fol- 
low, that  because  the  Court  of  Chancery  had  this  cognizance  of 
the  cause,  it  is  to  take  the  property  out  of  the  hands  of  the  as- 
signee, and  place  it  in  the  hands  of  a  master.  Having  disen- 
cumbered the  estate  of  the  conveyances,  the  property  remain- 
ed as  if  those  deeds  had  never  existed  ;  and  being  vested,  by 
the  law  of  the  United  States,  in  the  assigness,  no  court  can 
divest  it. 
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Kent,  Ch.  J.  The  first  and  principal  question  in  this  cause 
arises  upon  two  deeds  of  conveyance  of  the  estate  of  Comfort 
Sandt ;  the  one  from  him  to  his  son  Henry y  for  the  Brooklyn 
estate,  and  the  other  firom  John  Swartwout  to  Lewis  Sands^  K>r 
the  houses  and  lots  in  Pine  and  Cedar  streets,  in  the  city  of 
New-Tork. 

Comfort  Sands  stopped  payment  and  became  insolvent,  in 
the  year  1797.  He  had  bc^n  very  extensively  engaged  in 
trade,  and  at  the  time  of  his  failure,  he  was  possessed  ^*of 
a  large  real  and  personal  estate,  and  owed  debts  to  a  great 
amount. 

Instead  of  calling  his  creditors  together,  and  exhibiting  to 
them  a  full  and  fair  account  of  his  debts  and  estate,  according 
to  the  usual  course  with  unfortunate  merchants,  he  refused  or 
neglected  to  exhibit  any  statement  of  his  afiairs,  or'  to  give 
them  any  satisfaction  on  the  subject.  He  declared  that  he 
would  prefer  those  creditors  who  did  not  sue  him ;  and  just 
before  the  commission  of  bankruptcy  had  issued,  he  went  so 
fiur  as  to  declare  in  writing,  that  his  hostile  creditors  would 
suffer  for  their  conduct,  and  not  get  five  per  cent,  for  their 
demands. 

With  such  a  temper  of  mind  under  his  misfortunes,  it  was 
very  natural  that  the  general  disposition  of  his  estate  to  his 
children  should  destroy  the  confidence,  and  awaken  the  appre- 
nensions  of  his  creditors. 

In  Junej  1798,  he  conveyed  his  Schaticoke  estate  ;  in  «7uZy, 
1798,  his  Brooklyn  estate ;  and  in  September,  1799,  his  iUtni- 
Hnlc  estate,  to  his  son  Henry,  In  November,  1798,  hisr  house- 
hold furniture  was  seized  under  an  execution  issued  in  fitvor  of 
two  friendly  creditors,  and  sold  to  Nathaniel  Prime,  his  son-in- 
law,  who  left  the  same  to  continue  in  his  possession  and  enjoy- 
ment. In  April,  1801,  his  houses  in  Pine  and  Cedar  streets 
were,  by  arrangement  with  Swartwout,  his  trustee,  conveyed  to 
his  son  Lewis,  and  in  June  following  he  conveyed  to  the  same 
son  his  lots  in  the  city  of  Washington, 

These  sons,  at  the  time  of  their  respective  purchases,  were 
not  men  of  reputed  property,  or  by  any  means  competent  to 
pay  for  such  great  estates.  His  son  Henry,  in  1798,  had  just 
quitted  his  clerkship  in  an  attorney's  office,  and  was  not  in 
much  business,  and  possessed  little  pecuniary  credit.  His  son 
Lewis  was  also  a  member  of  his  family  in  1801,  and  of  no  re- 
puted responsibility.  These  were  the  two  sons  to  whom  Mr. 
Sands  thought  *proper  to  convey  real  estate  worth,  according 
to  his  own  valuation,  nearly  100,000  dollars :  and  he  declared, 
before  the  commissioners  of  bankrupt,  that  these  sales  were 
made  to  prevent  the  operation  of  judgments,  and  to  save  his 
property  from  being  sacrificed. 

.  The  general  aspect  of  the  business  must  at  once  excite  in  the 
mind  a  well-grounded  distrust  of  the  probity  of  the  transactions ; 
and  when  we  connect  with  it  this  confession  of  the  party,  the 
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conclusion  must  press  very  strongly  upon  us,  that  these  sales 
were  not  &ir  and  honest,  but  were  fraudulently  intended  to  se- 
cure a  very  considerable  share  of  the  property,  for  the  fhtare 
benefit  of  himself  and  his  children.  A  sale  made,  with  the  in- 
tent avowed  by  C  Sands^  comes  almost  within  the  very  words 
of  the  statute  of  13  Eliz.  which  we  have  adofjted,  {Laws  ofN. 
Y.  vol.  1.  p.  75.)  which  declares,  that  eveiy  conveyance  of 
lands  made  with  the  purpose  or  intent,  to  delay,  hinder,  or  de- 
fraud creditors  of  their  lawful  actions  and  demands,  shall  be 
utterly  void.     (2  Rev.  Stat.  137.) 

I  shall  first  look  more  particularly  into  the  circumstances  at- 
tending the  sale  of  the  Brooklyn  estate. 

Comfort  Sands,  on  the  5th  day  of  July,  1798,  entered  into  a 
formal  written  agreement  with  his  son  Henry,  to  convey  to  him 
the  Brooklyn  estate  for  60,000  dollars ;  and  this  agreement  was 
carried  into  effect,  in  four  days  thereafter,  by  the  deed  of  the 
9th  of  July.  Such  a  studied  formaUty  in  the  n^otiation,  such 
a  preliminary  precaution  without  any  apparent  use  or  necessity, 
and  that,  too,  between  a  father  and  a  boy,  just  then  emerged 
from  school,  and,  as  we  may  very  well  infer  m>m  the  facts,  still 
much  dependent  upon  his  father,  and  when  the  sale  was  avow- 
edly intended  by  the  father  as  a  benefit  to  the  son,  is,  to  say 
the  least  of  it,  very  extraordinary.  It  was  out  of  the  usual  and 
natural  course,  as  between  such  parties,  and  it  therefore  betrays 
contrivance,  in  order  to  give  color  to  the  transaction.  The 
estate  was  "^estimated  at  ^,000  dollars,  which  was  the  nominal 
consideration  in  the  deed.  To  make  up  this  sum,  the  mortgage 
to  the  bank  of  New-York,  amounting,  in  principal  and  interest, 
to  53,000  dollars,  was  taken  into  the  estimate,  and  another 
year's  interest  to  the  bank,  to  the  amount  of  3,000  dollars,  was 
anticipated.  The  residue  of  the  purchase  money,  after  deduct- 
ing the  mortgage  upon  the  premises,  with  this  anticipated  in- 
terest, was  4,000  dollars,  and  that  sum  was  to  be  paid  to  Com- 
fort Sands ;  and  he  was  authorized  by  Henry  to  receive  it,  and 
he  afterwards  did  receive  it,  out  of  the  rents  and  profits.  The 
estate  was  thus  sold  for  3,000  dollars  less  than  the  reputed 
value  in  the  deed  ;  for  the  rents  and  profits  for  the  year  ensuing 
the  sale,  were  a  complete  set-off  against  the  interest  which  was 
to  grow  due  in  that  year  upon  the  mortgage..  The  considera- 
tion sum,  as  agreed  upon  by  the  parties  at  the  time  of  the  sale, 
is  thus  reduced  to  57,000  dollars;  and  yet  the  parties  contrived, 
without  any  justifiable  or  even  plausible  pretext,  to  give  the 
consideration  in  the  deed  an  artificial  and  nominal  rise  to  60,000 
dollars. 

But  the  reputed  value  in  the  deed  was  not  the  real  value  of 
the  estate.  It  was  the  minimum,  or  least  sum  at  which  any 
person  had  ever  computed  its  value.  The  value,  in  July,  1798, 
according  to  the  weight  of  testimony,  was  at  least  75,000  dol- 
lars. This  was  the  positive  testimony  of  Joshua  Sands,  who 
was  perfectly  acquainted  with  the  property,  and  very  compe- 
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tent  to  determine  its  value ;  and  this  was  even  below  the  aver- 
a^  price,  according  to  the  opinion  of  the  collector  of  taxes  at 
Brooklyn.  We  may  then  very  fairly  consider,  that  the  price  of 
the  Brooklyn  estate,  as  estimated  in  the  sale  from  C.  Sands  to 
his  son,  was  at  least  18,000  dollars  below  the  real  value.  Here 
was  then  a  great  inadequacy  of  price. 

But  as  the  4,000  dollars,  coming  to  Comfort  Sands  upon  this 
sale,  were  paid  out  of  the  rents  and  profits,  the  *son  never  paid 
a  cent  out  of  his  own  pocket,  nor  is  it  probable  that  the  father 
ever  looked  to'  him  as  personally  responsible.  The  sale  has 
every  appearance  of  a  settled  design  to  save  the  residuum  of 
the  estate,  after  the  discharge  of  the  mortgage  to  the  bank,  from 
the  grasp  of  the  creditors,  and  to  reserve  it  either  for  the  use 
of  the  father,  or,  as  he  himself  expresses  it,  for  the  benefit  of 
his  son. 

These  very  striking  circumstances  attending  the  execution 
and  consideration  of  the  deed,  were  followed  by  acts  of  Com" 
fort  Sands,  with  the  knowledge  and  privity  of  the  son,  which 
confirm  the  inference  that  the  sale  was  intended  as  a  mere  cover 
to  protect  the  estate,  and  defraud  the  creditors.  He  continued 
in  the  exercise  of  acts  of  ownership,  by  selling  and  leasing  lots, 
and  holding  himself  out  to  the  world  as  the  real  owner.  For 
the  evidence  of  this  fapt,  I  need  only  refer  generally  to  the  tes- 
timony of  the  witnesses,  and  especially  to  the  deed  from  C. 
Sands  to  Annett,  in  March,  1802,  the  agreement  to  sell  lots  to 
Shelzel  in  the  same  year,  and  the  lease  from  C  Sands  to  Brit- 
ten in  April,  1804 ;  and  none  of  the  lots  specified  in  these  sales 
were  included  in  the  reconveyance  from  the  son.  C.  Sands 
also  continued  his  former  attentions,  and  bestowed  all  his  care 
upon  the  property.  His  son  Henry  did  little  or  nothing.  He 
made  few  (if  any)  contracts,  and  he  took  upon  himself  neither 
trouble  nor  responsibiUtv. 

I  am  aware  of  the  allegation  that  C  Sands  acted  all  this 
while  as  the  agent  of  his  son ;  but  this  allegation,  although  easi- 
ly made,  is  not  supported  by  proof.  We  have  no  evidence  of 
any  regular  appointment  or  instructions  from  the  son,  or  of  any 
regular  account  kept  and  rendered  by  the  father  of  his  receipts 
and  expenditures,  as  agent.  The  attempt  to  screen  these  con- 
stant, essential  and  conclusive  acts  of  ownership,  under  the 
♦authority  of  an  agent,  is  a  shallow  artifice,  destitute  even  of  the 
merit  of  plausibiUty. 

The  next  subject  of  examination  is  the  deed  from  Swart- 
» wont  to  Lewis  Sands. 

The  Pine  and  Cedar  streets  lots  were  sold  at  a  sheriff's  sale, 
in  1798,  upon  the  judgment  in  favor  of  H.  and  S.  Johnson ; 
and  John  Swartwout  purchased  them  for  about  11,000  dollars. 
He  became  the  purchaser,  at  the  request  of  C.  Sands;  he 
says,  that  he  was  also  induced  to  make  the  purchase  for  his 
own  eventual  indemnity,  as  a  surety.  C.  Sands  told  Swart- 
wout, at  the  time  of  making  the  request,  that  it  would  be  the 
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means  of  preventing  a  sacrifice  of  the  property,  and  that  the 
plaintiffs  in  the  execution  would  enable  him  to  pay  the  pur- 
chase money  to  the  sheriff.  This  was  accordingly  done  by  C. 
Sandsj  who  put  into  his  hands  certain  notes  of  the  plaintiffi, 
which  the  sheriff  received  as  payment.  The  sale  to  Swarttoout 
was,  therefore,  made  in  consequence  of  an  amicable  arrange- 
ment between  all  parties ;  and  it  was  manifestly  a  mere  cover 
of  the  property  for  the  benefit  of  C.  Sands.  Swartwout  con- 
tinued the  nominal,  and  C.  Sands  the  real  owner,  until  Amilj 
1801,  when  Swaritvout,  being  exonerated  flt>m  his  responsmili- 
ties,  did,  at  the  request  of  Comfort  Sands,  convey  the  houses 
and  lots  to  his  son  Lewis  Sands,  and  took  a  note  from  Letns, 
payable  to  bearer  for  the  consideration  sum,  and  delivered  the 
same  over  to  the  fiither.  If,  then,  we  view  this  act  in  its  true 
and  genuine  light,  here  was  a  sale  of  these  lots  by  Comfort 
Sands  to  his  son  Lewis;  and  the  question  is,  whether  that 
sale  was  not  a  palpable  firaud  attempted  to  be  committed 
upon  the  creditors. 

The  contrivance  by  which  this  property  had,  for  the  three 
preceding  years,  been  covered  under  the  name  of  SwartwotU, 
prepares  the  mind  to  anticipate  fraud  in  the  sale  to  the  son. 

*It  was  stated,  in  the  argument,  that  this  deed  was  fraudu- 
lent and  void  under  the  late  bankrupt  law,  and  I  incline  strong- 
ly to  this  opinion.  C.  Sands  had  been  in  gaol  upwards  of  03 
days,  when  the  deed  was  executed ;  and  from  the  testimony 
of  John  Jackson,  he  was  engaged  in  actual  trade  in  the  month 
of  March,  preceding  the  date  of  the  deed.  The  commence- 
ment of  his  trading  does  not  appear.  Jackson  proves  only 
acts  done,  as  a  trader,  in  March,  But  from  his  former  general 
chso'acter  and  business  as  a  merchant,  and  from  those  acts  in 
March,  may  we  not  fairly  presume,  that  in  February  preceding 
he  was  equally  a  trader?  If  so,  C  Sands  had  clearly  commit- 
ted an  act  of  bankruptcy,  within  the  express  words  of  the 
bankrupt  law,  at  the  time  of  the  sale  to  Lewis ;  and  can  it  be 
possible  that  Lewis  Sands  was  a  bona  fide  purchaser,  without 
notice  of  that  act  of  bankruptcy  ?  He  was  then  a  member  of 
his  Other's  family ;  and  coula  he  have  been  ignorant  that  his 
father  had  been  in  Kin^^s  county  gaol,  since  January  of  that 
year;  and  could  his  father  have  carried  on  trade  without  his 
knowledge?    The  thing  is  to  me  incredible. 

But  admitting  that  the  acts  of  bankruptcy  mentioned  by 
John  Jackson,  were  the  only  solitary  instances  in  which  Com- 
fort Sands  assumed  the  character  of  a  merchant  while  in  gaol, 
another  and  a  more  serious  question  then  arises,  With  what 
motive  could  C.  Sands  have  engaged  in  the  petty  business  of 
shipping  50  barrels  of  flour  to  Europe  ?  Was  it  really  for  the 
sake  of  mercantile  profit,  and  of  renewing  his  connections  and 
operations  abroad?  He  was  at  that  time  completely  insolvent, 
at  war  with  his  creditors,  lost  as  to  credit,  and  actually  in 
prison.  Was  it  not  then  rather  for  the  purpose  of  becoming  a 
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trader,  merely  to  bring  himself  within  the  purview  of  the  jdv  error. 
bankrupt  law,  to  which  he  soon  after  reaorted  ?  My  mind  is  ' 
overcome  by  the  irresistible  pressure  of  circumstances  which 
carry  it  to  this  conclusion ;  and  those  circumstances  ^outweigh 
his  assertion  to  the  contrary.  The  question  then  is.  Was  not 
this  sale  to  Levns  Sands  made  under  a  contemplation  of  bank- 
ruptcy, and  with  the  privity  of  the  son  as  to  that  intention? 
The  deed,  in  either  alternative  which  I  have  mentioned,  was 
void,  as  made  infraudem  legis,  and  to  defeat  the  equality  and 
equity  of  the  bankrupt  law. 

The  validity  of  tne  deed  does  not,  however,  rest  on  the 
ground  {^constructive  fraud,  by  being  made  against  the  policy 
of  the  statute.  The  deed  was  fraudulent  in  &ct,  by  being 
made  under  the  influence  of  corrupt  motives,  to  cheat  credit- 
ors, and  it  was,  therefore,  void  at  common  law,  and  as  against 
the  statute  of  Elizabtthj  which  we  have  reenacted,  and  which 
is  only  in  affirmance  of  the  princ^>le8  of  the  common  law. 

The  sale  to  Lewis  Sands  was  for  11,000  dollars,  and  subject 
to  a  mortgage  to  Jones  fy  Haring  for  2,312  dollars.  The  prop- 
erty, near  three  years  before,  was,  in  the  opinion  of  Sivart' 
woHt^  worth  16,000  dollars.  The  price  was  therefore  inade- 
quate, though  not  grossly  so.  What  became  of  the  large  note 
for  11,000  dollars  does  not  appear,  except  from  the  answers 
of  Comfort  and  Lends  Sands;  and  as  the  fricts  in  those  an- 
swers were  put  in  issue,  they  ought  to  have  been  supported  by 
proof.  But  assuming  the  account  of  the  disposition  of  the 
note  for  11,000  dollars  to  be  correct,  it  then  appears  that  the 
note  was  soon  after  exchanged,  by  arrangement  between  Leans 
and  his  father,  for  several  small  notes,  and  most  of  them  were 
deposited  with  John  Blag^e^  an  agent  of  C.  Sandsy  where  they 
remained  (for  any  thing  that  appears  to  the  contrary)  unknown 
to  the  creditors,  and  where  they  remain  still.  Blagge  says, 
that  he  was  not  the  agent  of  the  creditors  for  whose  use  these 
notes  were  alleged  to  have  been  lodged,  nor  was  he  acquaint- 
ed with  but  one  of  them.  It  b  exceedingly  probable  that  C 
Sands  never  gave  any  information  to  the  creditors  concerned, 
of  the  deposit  *of  those  notes,  because  no  application  was  made 
by  the  creditors  to  Blagge  for  the  possession  of  them.  The 
notes  of  Leiois  Sandsy  which  were  not  deposited  with  Blagge^ 
but  endorsed  by  Comfort  Sands^  and  delivered  over  to  the  cred- 
itors, Grade  and  Heyer^  were  attended  with  these  singular 
circumstances.  They  fell  due  after  the  discharge  of  Comfort 
Sands  under  the  bankrupt  law,  and  yet  he  interferes  in  the 
first  instance  voluntarily,  between  the  creditors  and  Levfis 
Sands,  and  assumes  to  pay  them  himself.  Can  there  be  more 
convincing  testimony  that  the  notes  were  considered  by  Com- 
fort  Sands  as  his  proper  debt,  and  that  his  son's  name  upon 
the  paper  was  legaided  by  him  as  a  matter  of  form?  The  his^ 
tory  of  these  notes  is  alone  sufficient  to  satisfy  me  of  the  fraud- 
ulent collusion  between  Comfort  Sands  and  his  son  Lewis, 
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and  that  the  notes  were  never  considered  by  either  of  the  pur 
ties,  as  being  given  for  a  valuable  consideration.  Comfort 
Sands^  at  the  time  of  this  pretended  sale,  was  in  IRti^$  coun- 
ty gaol,  and  upon  his  discharge  in  JWy,  he  returned  and  oc- 
cupied, as  his  own,  the  estate  in  question.  He  resided  in  the 
house  in  Pine  streety  and  he  continued  to  let  the  house  in  Ce- 
dar street y  first  to  PiertoHy  and  afterwards  to  Gibson ;  and  he 
held  himself  out  to  those  tenants,  as  the  real  owner.  He 
speaks  of  acting  all  the  time  as  agent  for  Levns  Sands,  and  of 
having  settled  with  him ;  and  he  rests  contented  with  this 
naked  allegation,  without  the  exhibition  of  a  single  document  or 
voucher  which  might  have  afforded  color  for  his  inference,  or 
apology  for  his  pretension.  But  we  have  a  right  to  require 
soiiie  definite  and  specific  evidence  of  his  having  acted  and  ac- 
counted as  the  authorized  agent  of  his  son.  His  acts  and  his 
declarations  were  in  the  character  of  owner,  not  of  agent;  and 
the  law  will  not  allow  him'  to  assume  in  succession  the  one 
character  or  the  other,  as  best  suits  his  convenience.  Such  an 
ever  varying  attitude  is  destructive  of  all  simplicity  *and  sin- 
cerity in  dealing.     Quo  teneam  vtUtus  mutantem  Protea  nodal 

I  forbear  to  dwell  longer  on  this  subject.  The  general 
character  of  the  transactions  before  us,  the  conclusions  which 
I  have  been  obliged  to  draw,  and  the  contrast  between  those 
conclusions  and  the  answers  of  the  parties  to  the  deed,  natu- 
rally give  birth  to  painful  reflections.  I  will,  therefore,  only 
observe,  that  for  the  reasons  which  have  been  suggested,  I  hold 
the  two  deeds  to  be  grossly  fraudulent,  and  absolutely  void ; 
and  this  brings  me  to  consider  the  next  question  in  this  case, 
which  was,  whether  the  deeds  ought  not  to  stand  as  security  to 
reimburse  the  sons  for  their  advances,  and  to  indemnify  them 
against  their  outstanding  paper. 

The  denial  of  this  prayer  appears  to  me  to  result  necessari- 
ly from  a  decision  against  the  validity  of  the  deeds.  On  the 
ground  of  absolute  fraud,  the  deeds  were  void  to  all  intents 
and  purposes.  It  is  the  same  thing  as  if  no  such  deeds  had 
ever  been  executed.  A  fraudulent  conveyance  is  no  convey- 
ance, as  against  the  interest  intended  to  be  defrauded.  This  is 
the  plain  language  and  intelligent  sense  of  the  rule  of  the  com- 
mon law.  (Itoberts  on  Fraudulent  Conveyances^  591.  596,  597. 
Hoh.  72.  Humberton  v.  Hengil,  Dyer,  194.  294.  296.  pi.  8.  3 
Co.  78.  b.)  It  is  impossible  that  those  deeds  can  be  permit- 
ted to  stand  as  a  security,  if  they  are  to  be  adjudged  void  ab 
initio.  If  they  have  no  lawful  existence,  it  would  be  inconsis- 
tent and  absurd  to  recognize  them  for  any  lawful  purpose.  I 
presume  there  is  no  instance  to  be  met  with  of  any  reimburse- 
ment or  indemnity  afforded  by  a  court  of  chancery  to  a  ptafu- 
ceps  criminisy  in  a  case  of  positive  fraud.  In  ISmith  v.  Loader^ 
{Prec,  in  Chan,  80.)  the  party  advancing  money  to  an  agent, 
under  a  combination  with  him  to  cheat  the  principal,  lost  his 
whole  security  fi-om  the  principal  for  the  money  actually  ad- 
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vanced  to  his  agent.  It  is  fit  and  proper  that  *this  result 
should  take  place,  as  a  contrary  course  might  afford  counte- 
nance to  firaud  by  giving  it  a  partial  effect.  It  would  not  be- 
come a  court  of  equity  to  take  a  single  step  to  save  harmless 
a  party  detected  in  a  fraudulent  combination  to  cheat  No 
rifiht  can  be  deduced  from  an  act  founded  in  actual  fraud. 
Isemo  exproprio  doh  comeqyitur  actionem.  The  cases  in  which 
a  deed  is  set  aside  on  terms,  are  not  at  all  analogous  to  the  one 
before  us.*'  They  are  usually  those  in  which  one  of  the  parties 
comes  in  for  help  against  a  hard  or  unconscientious  bargain, 
or  when  a  contract  is  firaudulent  by  construction  of  law  only, 
as  being  against  the  policy  or  provisions  of  some  particular 
statute.  When  one  of  the  parties  to  a  bargain'  asks  to  be  re- 
lieved, the  rule  very  properly  applies,  that  he  who  demands 
equity  under  his  own  contract,  must  give  equity.  (\  Ch.  Ca. 
97.)  But  the  rule  has  no  manner  of  application  to  tlie  present 
case. 

The  refusal  to  aid  the  purchasers  here  by  means  of  the 
deeds,  will  not  only  be  proceeding  upon  plain  and  sound  prin- 
ciples, but  we  can  do  it  without  any  actual  loss  to  the  party ; 
for  what  is  there  to  refund  to  these  sons  ?  Henry  Sands  made 
no  payments,  except  out  of  the  proceeds  of  the  Brooklyn  es- 
tate ;  and  as  &r  as  the  sales  of  lots  in  that  estate  were  made  bona 
Me,  and  the  moneys  paid  in  discharge  of  the  mortgage  to  the 
Dank,  the  decree  does  not  disturb  them.  It  only  directs  a  sale 
of  the  property  not  so  disposed  of.  Nor  is  there  evidence  that 
Lewis  Sands  ever  paid  a  cent  upon  the  notes,  which  he  gave 
to  his  father  upon  the  purchase  of  the  lots  in  New^York;  and 
he  runs  but  very  little  hazard  upon  the  outstanding  notes. 
Most  of  them  remain  still  under  the  control  of  his  father,  in 
the  hands  of  Blagge,  and  he  has  his  defence,  if  his  fiither 
should  attempt  to  enforce  them  at  law ;  and  as  to  the  two 
notes  which  were  delivered  into  the  hands  of  the  creditors,  the 
payment  *of  them  was  expressly  assumed  by  Comfort  Sands, 
und  the  creditors  were  taught  to  look  only  to  him. 

Having  thus  examined  the  principal  questions  in  the  cause, 
I  shall  proceed  briefly  to  consider  some  minor  points  which 
have  bc^n  submitted. 

The  decree  touching  an  account  of  the  rents  and  profits  is 
complained  of;  and  I  am  of  opinion,  that  upon  this  point  it 
ought  to  receive  some  modification. 

Levns  Sands  is  to  account  only  for  the  rents  and  profits 
which  he  received  subsequent  to  his  deed ;  and  so  &r  the  de- 
cree is  undoubtedly  correct  But  in  respect  to  the  Brooklyn 
estate,  the  decree  ouffht  to  be  so  modified  as  to  make  Henry 
Sands  account  only  wt  the  rents  and  profits  received  since  the 
act  of  bankruptcy  of  his  father,  and  that  Comfort  Sands  be  re- 
quired to  account  only  for  the  rents  and  profits  subsequent  to 
that  event.  The  right  of  the  complainants  to  call  him  to  ac- 
count cannot  be  extended  beyond  the  time  of  his  bankruptcy, 
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tNSRMOR.  because  their  title  as  creditCNrs  to  an  account  accrued  then,  aad 
not  before.  Clmncery  never  decrees  an  account  of  rents  and 
profits,  but  from  the  time  that  the  right  of  the  comptainant  ac- 
crued. {Ridgw.  Rep.  180.  182, 183.  187.)  In  other  respects 
the  decree  as  to  this  estate  is  correct 

The  only  remaining  point  appealed  from  is  respecting  the 
disposition  of  the  fund  arising  imder  the  decree.  The  d^ 
lots  are  directed  to  be  sold  by  a  master,  and  Letois  Sand$  is  di- 
rected to  join  with  him  in  the  conveyances  to  be  made;  and 
out  of  the  proceeds  the  master  is  first  to  satisfy  the  mortgage 
of  Jones  and  Having^  and  then  bring  the  surplus  money  into 
court,  to  be  distributed  among  the  creditors,  as  should  there- 
after be  directed.  In  Uke  manner,  the  Brooklyn  estate  is  or- 
dered to  be  sold  by  a  master;  and  Comfort  and  Henry  Sands^ 
and  all  other  proper  parties,  are  to  join  in  the  conveyances, 
and  the  moneys  arising  fi'om  the  sales  are  to  be  also  brought 
into  court,  to  be  distributed.  The  petition  of  appeal  com- 
plains, that  by  'ii'this  decree  the  management  of  this  estate  is 
taken  out  of  the  hands  of  the  assignee.  The  original  assignee, 
Kibbe^  was  a  party  to  this  suit;  and  in  his  answer  he  ad- 
mits, that  upon  the  application  of  the  complainants,  he  had  re- 
fiised  to  prosecute  the  suit.  This  being  the  case,  there  can  be 
no  doubt  ihsX  the  creditors  had  a  right  to  seek  justice  for 
themselves ;  for  it  was  ruled  in  the  Court  of  Chancery,  so  long 
as  the  year  1740,  in  the  case  of  Frahklyn  and  Fern,  (^ 
Ca,  Ahr.  103. )  that  if  the  assignees  refuse  to  bring  a  bill 
for  the  benefit  of  tne  bankrupt's  estate,  any  creditor  has  a  right 
to  bring  such  bill.  Kibbe,  the  a^ignee,  in  his  answer,  insists, 
however,  that  if  the  deeds  should  l^  set  aside,  the  proceeds  of 
these  estates  should  be  paid  to  him,  to  be  distributed  accord- 
ing to  law.  The  contest  then  here  is,  who  is  to  distribute  the 
e£cts  of  the  estate  so  recovered  by  the  decree ;  and  in  this 
respect  the  petition  of  appeal  has  proceeded  without  any  real 
foundation  for  complaint.  The  chancellor  has  made  no  de- 
cree as  to  the  distribution.  He  does  by  the  decree  expressly 
reserve  that  point  to  be  determined  when  the  money  shall  be 
brought  into  court ;  and  there  is  no  reason  to  presume  that  be 
does  not  mean  to  place  the  moneys  in  the  hands  of  the  as- 
signee for  distribution.  Having  gone  so  far  without  the  aid  of 
the  assignee,  and  against  his  will,  I  think  the  Court  of  Cbao' 
eery  was  bound  to  render  the  remedy  to  the  creditor  efiectual, 
by  commanding  possession  of  the  fund.  This  power  follows 
incidentally  fi'om  the  acknowledged  jurisdiction  which  the  court 
has  in  the  first  instance  to  sustain  the  bill.  If  the  decree  was 
to  contain  nothing  more  than  the  judgment  of  the  court,  that 
the  deeds  were  fitiudulent  and  void,  it  would  be  a  suit  without 
relief;  for  execution  is  the  fruit  and  end  of  the  law.  The  as- 
signee does  not  ask  for  the  privilege  of  selling  the  estates,  at 
his  own  time  and  pleasure.  He  only  claims  the  proceeds  for 
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the  purpose  of  distribution.  I  *8ee  no  objection  to  the  decree  mKRs,09L 
in  directing  a  sale  of  the  estates.  It  is  the  consummation  of  Albany^  ' 
the  remedy  sought  for.  A  sale  by  the  master  is  a  judickJ 
sale,  and  binds  all  the  parties  to  the  suit  who  have  riffht  or 
claim.  It  would,  accordingly,  bind  the  assignee ;  and  uough 
it  has  been  suggested  that  there  has  been  a  change  of  the  as- 
signee, and  this  fact  was  admitted  in  the  proceedings  which 
iook  place  in  this  cause  the  last  winter  ;v  (2  Johm.  lUp.  487.) 
yet  from  those  proceedings  it  appears  that  this  change  did  not 
take  place  until  subsequent  to  the  decree ;  and  the  new  as- 
signee is  equally  bound  by  that  decree  with  his  predecessor,  for 
he  stands  precisely  in  his  place,  and  is  subject  to  all  his  obli- 
gations. 

I  have  now  finished  the  consideration  of  all  the  points  in  the 
decree  upon  which  the  appeal  was  brought ;  and  I  think  it  is  a 
rule  of  practice  from  which  w»  ought  not  to  depart,  that  when 
the  petition  of  appeal  recites  specifically  the  parts  of  the  decree 
of  which  it  comfdains,  and  from  which  the  appeal  is  made,  the 
appellant  is  to  be  confined  to  those  parts  of  the  decree.  I  have 
not,  therefore,  examined  the  question  made  respecting  the 
feigned  issue ;  for  that  issue  was  no  part  of  the  decree  appealed 
from  ;  and  it  was  very  properly  omitted,  as  the  chancellor  ob- 
served, in  stating  his  reasons  to  this  court,  that  both  parties 
suggested  the  propriety  of  that  issue. 

The  result  of  my  opinion,  accordingly,  is,  that,  except  as  to 
the  rents  and  profits  of  the  Brooklyn  estate,  the  decree,  as  ap- 
pealed firom,  was  in  all  other  respects  ccurect,  and  ought  to  be 
affirmed.  But  some  modifications  of  the  decree  of  affirmance, 
if  any  are  to  be  made  by  this  court,  have  been  suggested  by 
the  respondents'  counsel.  As  Henry  Sands  is  out  of  the  juris- 
diction of  the  court,  he  ought  not  to  be  required  to  make  any 
conveyance  of  the  Brooklyn  estate.  This  modification,  I  think, 
is  necessary.     The  assignee  may,  also,  perhaps,  be  required  to 

{'oin  in  the  conveyances,  before  the  proceeds  ^are  paid  over  to 
lim,  though  I  do  not  believe  that  act  requisite  to  perfect  the 
title ;  and  all  costs  and  charges  attending  the  suit  in  this  court 
and  in  the  court  below,  and  for  which  the  respondents  might 
otherwise  be  responsible,  ought  to  be  previously  deducted  be- 
fore they  are  paid  over. 

There  were  also  some  additions  to  the  decree  prayed  for. 
One  was  respecting  the  balance,  if  any,  of  the  demand  of  Sands 
against  the  United  States^  and  assigned  to  Prime^  and  which 
would  remain  due  after  the  claims  under  that  assignment  were 
satisfied ;  and  also  respecting  the  balance,  if  any,  due  from  If. 
and  S.  Johnson  to  Sands.  These  balances  ought  undoubtedly 
to  be  ascertained,  brought  into  court,  aibd  distributed  in  like 
manner  as  the  other  funds ;  and  I  see  no  reason  why  decrees 
to  this  efiect  ought  not  to  be  made,  when  the  final  decree 
comes  to  be  completed  in  the  Court  of  Chancery.    The  decree 
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iNERROit,  before  ts  does*not  touch  these  questions;  but  the  chanoeOory 

ALBANY     ^^  tP^^S  ^^^  opinion,  seemed  to  intimate,  that,  as  to  these  ob- 

Mvcb;  im.   jects,  the  bill  ought  to  be  dismissed ;  and  it  becomes,  therefore, 

E roper,  that  an  expression  of  the  opinion  of  this  court  should 
e  made,  that  these  objects  ought  to  be  embraced  in  the  final 
decree. 

The  rest  of  the  court  were  also  of  opinion,  that  the  decree 
below  ought  to  be  affirmed,  except  as  to  the  part  which  directs 
the  sale  of  the  estates  by  the  master ;  and  it  was  thereupon 

ORDERED,  ADJUDGED  RUd  DECREED,  aS  folloWS,  tO  wit  : 

That  the  .conveyance  made  by  the  sheriff  of  the  city  and 
county  of  New-York  to  John  Swartwout^  mentioned  in  the 
pleadings  in  this  cause,  for  the  house  and  lots  of  ground,  situate 
adjoining  Pint  and  Cedar  streets^  in  the  city  of  New-York; 
and  also  the  deed  in  the  said  pleadings  mentioned,  for  the  said 

[  *  604  ]  houses  and  lots  of  Aground,  from  the  said  John  Swarttoaut^  to 
the  appellant  Levns  Sands^  having  been  made  with  intent  to 
delay  and  defraud  the  respondents  and  others,  the  creditors  of 
the  appellant  Comfort  &tndSf  are  void,  as  against  the  said 
creditors :  And  it  is  further  declared  and  decreed,  that  the 
said  houses  and  lots  of  ground,  adjoining  Pine  and  Cedar  streets 
aforesaid,  belonged  to  the  appellant  Comfort  Sands,  at  the 
time  he  became  a  bankrupt,  as  in  the  pleadings  and  proofs 
mentioned,  and  passed  to,  and  became  vested  in  the  assignee 
of  his  estate  and  effects,  as  such  bankrupt,  subject  to  the  mort- 
gage thereon  mentioned  in  the  pleadinj^  in  this  cause  to  the 
defendants  Samuel  Jones  and  John  Hartng,  in  the  same  man- 
ner as  though  the  said  conveyances  had  not  been  made :  And 
is  is  further  ordered,  decreed  and  adjudged,  that  the  said 
appellants.  Comfort  Sands* Biid  Lewis  Sands y  respectively,  ac- 
count before  one  of  the  masters  in  chancery,  for  the  rents  and 
profits  of  the  said  houses  and  lots  of  ground,  adjoining  Pine 
and  Cedar  streets,  from  the  twenty-second  day  oi  Jtme,  1801, 
which  they,  the  said  Comfort  Sands  and  Letois  Sands,  have 
respectively  received,  or  without  wilful  default  might  have  re- 
ceived ;  and  that  in  taking  such  accounts,  allowances  for  taxes, 
repairs  and  improvements,  permanently  useful,  be  made  to  the 
said  Comfort  Sands  and  Lewis  Sands ;  and  tfaie  balance  of  the 
said  accounts  for  the  said  rents  and  profits,  when  received,  shall 
be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  assignee  or  assignees  of  the  estate 
and  effects  of  the  said  Comfort  Sands,  as  such  bankrupt:  And 
this  court  doth  further  order,  adjudge  and  decree,  that  the 
deed  of  conveyance,  made  by  the  said  Comfort  Sands  to  the 
appellant  Henry  Sands,  (bearing  date  on  or  about  the  ninth 
day  of  July,  in  the  year  1796,)  mentioned  in  the  pleadings,  of 
the  lands,  tenements,  hereditaments  and  real  estate,  situate  at 
Brooklyn,  in  King*s  county,  in  the  pleadings  also  mentioned ; 

r  *605 1  and  also  the  *deed,  which  appears  by  the  proofe  in  the  cause, 
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for  part  of  the  said  lands,  tenements  and  hereditaments,  dated  IN  error. 
on  or  at>out  the  fifteenth  day  of  September^  in  the  year  of  oar     alb  any. 
Lord,  1801,  fix>m  the  said  Htnry  Sandsy  to  the  said  Comfort   AUidi,  ivoe. 
Sandiy  having  been  made  with  intent  to  delay  and  defraud  the  ^"^'s^Jl^^ 
resp>ondents,  and  others,  the  creditors  of  the  appellant  Comfort 
Sandsy  are  void  as  against  the  said  creditors :  And  it  is  further 
DECLARED  and  DECREED,  that  the  said  lands,  tenements,  here- 
ditaments and  real  estate,  situate  at  Brooklyn  aforesaid,  and 
which,  on  a  partition  thereof,  between  the  said  Henry  Saiidsy 
as  grantee  of  the  said  Comfort  Sandsy  and  Joshua  Sandsy  as 
mentioned  in  the  pleadings  and  [Mroofs  in  this  cause,  were  as- 
si^ed,  or  fell  to  the  share  of  the  said  Henry  Sandsy  belonged 
to   the  said   Comfort  Sandsy  at  the  time  he  became  a  bank- 
rupt as  aforesaid;  and  passed  to,  and  became  vested  in,  the 
assignee  of  his  estate  and  effects,  as  such  bankrupt,  subject  to 
the  mortgage   thereon,  mentioned  in   the   pleadings  m  this 
cause,  to  the  president,  directors  and  company  of  the  bank  of 
NetD-  YorJc. 

And  it  is  further  ordered,  adjudged  aiid  decreed,  that  the 
appellants  Comfort  Sands  and  Henry  Sandsy  respectively  ac- 
count, before  one  of  the  masters  in  chancery,  for  the  rents  and 
profits  of  the  said  last-mentioned  lands,  tenements,  heredita- 
ments and  real  estate,  situate  at  Brooklyny  firom  the  twenty- 
second  day  ofJuney  ih  the  year  of  our  Lord,  1801,  which  they, 
the  said  Comfort  Sands  and  Henry  Sandsy  have  respectively 
received,  or  without  wilful  default  might  have  received ;  and 
that,  in  taking  such  accounts,  allowances  be  made  to  the  said 
Comfort  Sands  and  Henry  Sandsy  for  taxes,  repairs  and  im- 
provements, permanently  useful,  and  the  balance  of  the  ac- 
counts for  the  said  last-mentioned  rents  and  profits,  when 
received,  shall  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  ^the  assignee  or  as-  [*606] 
signees  of  the  estate  and  effects  of  the  said  Comfort  Sandsy  as 
such  bankrupt : 

And  it  is  fiirther  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  out 
of  the  said  estates,  situate  adjoining  Pine  and  Cedar  streets,  in 
the  city  of  New- York y  and  at  Brooklyn,  or  out  of  the  proceeds 
of  the  sales  thereof,  or  any  part  thereof,  which  has  or  may  be 
brought  into  the  Court  of  Chancery,  by  virtue  of  any  decree 
or  order  thereof,  or  out  of  the  scud  rents  and  profits,  the  re- 
spondents in  the  first  place  be  reimbursed  and  satisfied  all 
costs,  charts  and  expenses,  in  and  about  the  prosecution  of 
the  said  suit,  in  the  Court  of  Chancery,  and  the  proceedings 
in  this  court,  the  amount  whereof  is  to  be  ascertained  by  the 
Court  of  Chancery,  which  court  b  to  give  proper  directions 
herein : 

And  it  is  further  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the 
said  decree  of  the  Court  of  Chancery,  so  far  as  the  same  is  not 
hereby  modified  and  altered,  be  and  the  same  is,  hereby,  af- 
firmed ;  And  that  the  said  decree,  so  far  as  the  same  directs  any 
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INBKROR.  oonreyance  to,  or  tale  by,  a  mailer  in  cbaac^,  of  the  said 

ALBANY  estates,  or  either  of  them,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  reversed ; 

March,  im.  and  tluit  the  record  and  proceedings  brought  here  with  this 

^•^■J^I^^  decree,  be  remitted  to  the  Court  of  Chaaceiy,  to  be  executed 

ndoihon  accordmg  to  kw. 

0^^^„  Judgment  of  affiiraanoe. 
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A. 


ABATEMENT. 

A  defendant  cannot  plead  in  abatement, 
becauae  of  an  aUias  dictus  subjoin- 
ed to  his  name.  The  true  name 
is  that  which  precedes  the  aHas 
dictus.    Reid  t.  Lord,  118 


ACCOUNTS. 

,.  Where  an  account  has  been  settled, 
thoogh  it  cannot  be  opened  ffener- 
ally,  yet  it  may  be  opened  fer  the 
purpose  of  falsifying  particular 
Items.  Manhattan  Company  v. 
Ly^.  377 

L  If  a  dealer  with  the  bank  sends  his 
bank  book,  with  money  to  be  de- 
posited, and  the  clerk  of  the  bank 
enters  the  amount  to  his  credit  in 
such  bank  book,  at  the  time  the 
deposit  is  made,  it  is  condunve  on 
the  bank.  ih, 

L  AMter,  if  the  deposit  is  first  made, 
and  the  entry  is  afterwards  eaoied 
from  the  ledger  into  the  dealer's 
bankbook.  A. 

ACKNOWLEDGMENT  OP  A 
DEBT. 

8u  LnoTATioN  OF  Actions. 
Vol.  IV.  60 


ACKNOWLEDGMENT  OP  A 
DEED. 

Su  DBEn,  2. 

ACTION. 

No  action  lies  against  a  plaintiff  or  his 
attorney,  for  not  countermanding 
an  execution  after  the  return  day. 
Vail  Y.  Lewis  and  Livingston,  450 

ACTION  ON  STATUTE. 

1.  Where  an  action  qui  tarn,  d&c.  is 
brought  by  a  common  informer,  far 
treble  damages,  under  the  second 
section  of  the  **  act  to  prerent 
excessiTe  and  deceitful  gaming," 
a  declaration  in  assumpsit,  for  so 
much  money  had  and  received  to 
the  use  of  the  plaintiff  is  not  suffi* 
cient    That  form  of  declaring  is 

fiven  to  the  losing  party  only. 
*he  statute  gives  no  form  of  de^ 
daring  where  the  common  informer 
is  plaintiff.  Cole,  qui  tarn,  ^c.  v. 
Smith,  193 

3.  In  an  action  founded  on  a  statute, 
the  plaintiff  must  state  specially 
the  cause  of  action  arising  under 
the  statute.  %b 

ACTION  POR  MONET  HAD  AND 
RECEIVED. 

8u  Assumpsit,  3. 
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ACTION   FOR   FALSE    IBIPRIS- 
ONMENT. 

An  action  for  ftlse  imprisonment  wiO 
not  lie  against  a  sheriff,  who  refuies 
a  discharge  to  a  prisoner  within 
the  liberties,  who  has  obtained  a 
mpersedeasy  hot  continued  within 
the  limits,  volontarily,  because  the 
sheriff  refused  his  discharge,  until 
his  fees  were  paid.  Wamt  v. 
Qmstani,  32 

ACTION  ON  THE  CASE. 

J.  Where  A.  granted  86  acres  of 
land  to  B.,  reserving  the  streams 
of  water  and  the  soU  under  them, 
with  the  right  of  erecting  mill- 
dams,  and  such  part  of  the  land  as 
should  be  overflowed  with  water, 
for  the  use  of  the  mills  for  the 
grantor,  and  B.  sold  forty  acres  of 
Uie  land  to  C,  with  the  like  excep* 
tions;  it  was  held,  that  B.  might 
maintain  an  action  on  the  case 
against  C,  for  erecting  a  dam  so 
near  the  land  of  B.,  as  to  overflow 
it ;  and  that  a  parol  permission  by 
A.  to  C,  was  no  defence  in  the 
suit     Thompson  v.  Gregory,      81 

2.  Where  A.  and  B.  were  joint  owners 
of  a  vessel,  and  A.  voluntarily  un- 
dertook to  get  the  vessel  insured, 
but  neglected  to  do  so,  and  the 
vessel  was  lost;  it  was  held,  that 
no  action  would  lie  against  A.  for 
the  non-performance  of  his  prom- 
ise, though  B.  sustained  a  damage 
by  the  non-feasance;  there  being 
no  consideration  for  the  promise. 
Thorn  v.  Deas,  84 

3.  But  a  factor  or  commercial  agent, 
who  is  entitled  to  a  commission, 
will  be  liable  for  not  executing  an 
order  to  insure.  t^. 

4.  An  action  on  the  case  will  not  lie 
against  a  sheriff  who  serves  an 
execution  after  it  has  expired ;  it 
should  be  trespass.  Vail  v.  Ijewis 
and  Livingston,  450 

ACT  OF  THE  LEGISLATURE. 

An  act  of  the  legislature   contrary  to 
476 


the  treaty  between  Cheat  Briiam 
and  the  United  States,  of  17M, 
was  held  to  be  inoperative.  Jaek» 
JOfi,  ex  dem,  IhUiard  and  IVattaee^ 
V.  Wright,  76 

ACT  TO  PREVENT  FORCIBLE 
ENTRIES  AND  DETAINERS. 

8u  FoRciBLs  Entry  and  Dbtainkk 

AN  ACT  TO  PREVENT  EXCES- 
SIVE  AND  DECEITFUL  GAM- 
ING. 

See  Action  on  Statute. 

ACT   TO  PREVENT  CHAMFER. 
TY  AND  MAINTENANCE. 

In  an  action  on  the  8th  section  of  the 
act  to  prevent  champerty  and  main- 
tenance, the  plaintiff  in  his  declara- 
tion need  not  negative  the  proviso. 
Teel  V.  Fonda,  304 

ADVERSE  POSSESSION. 
See  Possession  of  Land. 

AGENT. 

A  clerk  of  the  bank,  who  acted  as  a 
book-keeper,  and  whose  particular 
duty  it  was  to  keep  the  ledger,  into 
which  the  entries  are  copied  from 
the  teUer^s  cash  book,  received 
money  from  A.,  who  was  a  dealer 
with  the  bank,  for  the  purpose  of 
having  the  same  deposited  in  the 
bank,  and  which  he  entered  m  the 
ledger,  and,  afterwards,  into  the  * 
dealer's  bank  book,  but  which  was 
not  received  by  the  teller,  nor  en* 
tered  into  his  cash  book,  and  was 
supposed  to  be  embezzled  with 
other  moneys  by  the  clerk,  who 
absconded ;  it  was  held,  that  the 
clerk,  in  making  the  deposit,  was 
the  agent  of  A.,  and  not  of  the 
bank ;  and  that  A.  must  be  answer- 
able  for  the  defdt  in  the  deposit 
Manhattan  Company  v.  Lydig,  377 

Su  Chancery,   1.     Action  on  the 
Case,  2,  3. 
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AQEEEMENT. 

In  an  action  on  a  written  agreement  to 
ffive  the  plaintiff  the  refusal  of  a 
hxm,  &c.,  it  was  held,  that  it  was 
necessary  to  prove  a  consideration 
ibr  the  promise,  where  the  agree- 
ment is  m  writing,  as  well  as  where 
it  is  by  parol  Burnet  ?.  Bisco,  235 

AUEN. 

N.,  a  native  of  Lrdand^  emigrated  to 
the  United  States  in  1778  or  1779. 
In  1784,  he  purchased  a  lot  of  land 
in  this  state,  and  died  in  1798, 
without  issue,  leaving  a  brother 
and  three  sisteris,  living  in  Ireland, 
In  1804,  an  act  of  the  legislature 
was  passed,  vesting  the  real  estate 
of  which  N.  died  seised,  in  L.,  one 
of  his  sisters,  who  had  married  an 
alien,  in  like  manner  as  if  she  had 
been  a  citizen  of  this  state,  at  the 
death  of  N.  In  an  action  of  eject- 
ment, it  was  held,  that  N.,  having 
emigrated  to  this  country  after  the 
^  declaration  of  independence,  was 
to  be  considered  as  an  aUen^  and 
that  the  land  held  by  him  was,  by 
the  9th  article  of  the  treaty  of  1794, 
between  Great  Britain  and  the 
United  States,  vested  in  him  and 
his  heirs,  notwithstanding  they  were 
aUens;  and  that  the  act  of  the 
legislature  of  1804,  giving  the 
whole  of  hb  real  estate  to  ll,  one 
of  his  four  heirs,  in  exclusion  of 
the  rest,  bein^  contrary  to  the  treaty, 
was  inoperative.  Jackson,  ex  dem. 
FolHard  and  WaUace,  v.  Wright, 

76 

AMENDMENT. 

A  void  writ  cannot  be  amended.  Buck 
V.  Barnard,  309 

8u  Practicb  in  thb  Court  of  Eaaoiui, 
1,2,3,4. 

APPEAL. 
Bee  Practicb  in  the  Court  of  Ebrorj. 


ASSIGNEE. 

Notice  from  the  assignee  of  a  bond  to 
the  oUigor,  of  the  failure  of  the 
condition,  is  suflkient.  Van  Veek^ 
ten  V.  Qra»e$,  403 

8u  Bond. 


ASSUMPSIT. 

1.  A  declaration  on  a  pr^miise  to  pay 
the  debt  of  another,  need  not  state 
that  the  promise  was  in  writing; 
that  is  matter  of  evidence;  and 
after  the  verdict,  the  court  will 
presume  that  it  was  proved  to  be 
m  writing.    EUing  v.  Vanderlyn, 

237 

2.  A  forbearance  to  sue  generally  is  a 
good  consideration  for  a  promise  to 
pay  the  debt  of  another.  ib, 

3.  Where  A.  agreed  to  buy  the  land 
of  B.,  which  was  to  be  sold  on 
execution,  and  reconvey  it  to  him, 
on  payment  of  the  money  advanced, 
and  a  reasonable  compensation  for 
his  trouble ;  and  A.,  having  bought 
the  land,  refused  to  reconvey  it, 
unless  B.  paid  him  300  dollars,  in 
addition  to  the  principal  and  inter- 
est of  the  sum  advanced  by  A.,  and 
B.,  in  order  to  obtain  his  land,  paid 
A.  the  300  dollars ;  it  was  held,  B. 
could  not  recover  back  the  money 
in  an  action  for  money  had  and 
received  to  his  use.  HaU  v. 
SchuUz,  240 

4.  A  promise  without  a  consideration, 
even  though  it  be  in  writing,  is  a 
nudum  pactum.  The  People  v. 
HoweU,  296 

5.  Where  A.  executed  a  bond  with 
sureties,  to  the  United  States  for 
duties,  and  A.  was  mentioned  as 
the  importer  of  the  goods,  and  B., 
the  surety,  paid  the  bond,  it.  was 
held,  that  he  might  maintain  as' 
sumpsit  against  A.,  though  in  fact, 
a  third  person  was  the  real  owner 
of  the  goods  imported.  Sbtbjf  v. 
Chan^n,  461 
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ATTORNEYS  AND  COUNSEL- 
LORS AT  LAW. 

h  An  altoraey'scertifieaie  of  clerkship 
thfU  A.  B.  had  studied  in  Ins  office, 
at  a  different  plaoe  torn  that  in 
which  the  attorney  resided,  nnder 
his  direction  and  mdvice,  was  held 
irregular ;  and  that  the  practice  of 
having  different  offices  in  different 
places  is  imprqier.  191 

2.  A  partnership  may  exist  between  a 
counsellor  at  law  and  an  attorney, 
in  their  professional  business ;  but 
the  attorney  must  hare  the  sole 
and  entire  superintendence  of  the 
attorney's  business,  for  which  he  is 
responsible ;  and  no  person,  on  the 
ground  of  such  copartnership,  can 
take  any  part  in  the  conduct  of  a 
suit,  whose  office  is  at  a  different 
place  from  that  of  the  attorney. 
In  tie  matter  of  John  Woodnoard^ 

289 

B. 

BAIL. 

1  Where  a  capias  ad  respondendum 
against  bail  was  made  returnable 
on  the  third  day  of  the  term,  and 
on  the  12th  day  of  the  term,  the 
bail  made  affidavit,  that  until  the 
6th  day  of  the  term,  he  had  sup- 
posed the  writ  returnable  en  the 
last  day  of  the  term,  so  that  he 
should  have  eight  days  in  the  next 
term  to  surrender  the  principal, 
and  that  after  discovering  his  mis- 
take, it  became  impossible  to  make 
the  surrender  in  time,  as  the  bail 
was  out  of  the  state,  and  more  than 
150  miles  from  Albany;  it  was 
held,  that  the  application  for  relief 
was  too  late,  and  that  the  excuse 
was  not  sufficient  Rathhone  v. 
Warren,  .  310 

2.  After  the  return  of  ca,  sa,  against 
the  principal,  and  the  bail  have 
become  fixed,  the  court  will  not 
relieve  the  bafl  where  the  principal 
is  dead.     OkoH  v.  Lilfy,         407 

8.  Bail  are  relieved  only  to  enable 
them  to  surrender  the  principal,  or 
478 


where  the  prlncipil  is  cimvicted  of 
felony,  or  sent  abroad  as  an  alieo^ 
or  discharged  under  the  bankrupt 
and  insolvent  laws,  which  is  re- 
garded as  equivalent  to  a  surrender, 

ib. 
4.  Where  bail  have  been  lulled  into 
security  by  the  conduct  of  the 
plaintiff,  and  are  taken  by  surprise, 
the  court  will  relieve  them,  by 
allowing  a  surrender,  though  more 
than  eight  days  in  full  term  havB 
elapsed  after  the  return  of  the 
capias  against  bail.  Ldmngstam  v. 
Bartles,  478 

BANK. 

1.  A  clerk  in  the  bank,  who  acted  as 
a  book-keeper,  and  whose  particu- 
lar duty  it  was  to  keep  the  ledger 
into  which  the  entries  are  copied 
fifom  the  telier^s  cash  book,  re- 
ceived money  from  A.,  who  was 
a  dealer  with  the  bank,  for  the 
purpose  of  having  the  same  depo»> 
ited  in  the  bank,  and  which  he 
entered  in  the  ledger,  and  after- 
wards into  the  dealM^s  bank  book ; 
but  the  money  was  not  received  by 
the  teller,  or  entered  in  his  cash 
book,  and  was  supposed  to  be  em- 
bezzled with  other  money  by  the 
clerk,  who  absconded ;  it  was  held, 
that  the  clerk,  in  making  the  de- 
posit, was  the  agent  of  A.,  and  not 
of  the  bank  ;  and  that  A.  roust  be 
answerable  for  the  dejidt  in  the 
deposit  T^e  Manhattan  Compa- 
ny V.  Lydig,  377 

H,  Whether  the  bank  used  due  dili- 
gence to  detect  the  ft^aud  in  the 
clerk,  is  a  question  of  law  ;  if  the 
bank  takes  the  nsual  and  customary 
mode  to  detect  the  ft^auds  or  mis* 
takes  of  its  clerks,  it  will  be  suffi- 
cient evidence  of  due  diligence,  ib, 

3.  If  a  dealer  with  the  bank  sends  his 
bank  book,  with  the  money  to  be 
deposited,  and  the  receiving  clerk 
or  teller  enters  the  amount  to  his 
credit,  in  such  bank  book,  at  the 
time  the  deposit  is  made,  it  is 
conclusive  on  the  bank;  aUter, 
if  the  deposit  is  first  made,  and  the 
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entry  is  afterwards  copied  from  the 
ledirer  into  the  dealer's  bank  book. 
^  ib. 

BANKRUPT. 

1  Where  the  grantor  of  a  deed,  made 
to  defeat  creditors,  afterwards  be- 
came a  bankrupt,  the  deed  being 
declared  void,  the  grantee  was  held 
accountable  for  the  rents  and  profits, 
subsequent  to  the  act  of  bankruptcy, 
or  from  the  time  when  the  right  of 
the  creditors  to  call  him  to  account 
accrued,  and  not  before.  Sands 
and  others  v.  Codwise  and  others, 

536 

2  Where  a  court  of  chancery  sets 
aside  the  deeds  of  a  bankrupt,  on 
the  ground  of  fraud,  the  property 
if  not  to  be  placed  in  the  hands  of 
a  master,  but  is  to  be  disposed  of 
by  the  assignees  of  the  bankrupt, 
according  to  the  bankrupt  law  of 
the  United  States.  ib. 


BILLS  OF  EXCHANGE,  CHECKS, 
AND  PROMISSORY  NOTES. 

1  The  person  to  whom  a  bill  of  ex- 
change is  remitted,  in  payment  of 
a  precedent  debt,  cannot,  in  case 
of  a  protest,  recover  the  20  per 
cent,  damages  from  the  remitter. 
Thompson  v.  Robertson  4*  Browne, 

27 

2.  A  bill  was  remitted  by  A.  to  B.  in 
payment  of  a  precedent  debt,  and 
was  specially  endorsed  to  B.  The 
bill  having  been  protested  for  non- 
payment, B.  afterwards  endorsed  it 
to  C,  who  paid  him  the  amount 
C.  struck  out  all  the  intermediate 
endorsements  on  the  bill,  and 
brought  his  action  as  first  endorsee 
against  the  first  endorser,  to  recover 
the  amount  with  damages.  It  was 
held,  that  after  the  protest,  B.  was 
the  mere  agent  of  A.  in  regard  to 
the  bill,  and  ought  to  have  returned 
it  to  him ;  that  C,  having  taken 
the  bill,  with  full  knowledge  of  the 
situation  of  B.,  must  stand  in  hb 
place,  and  be  entitled  to  the  same 


rights,  and  no  more;  and  could 
not,  therefore,  recover  the  20  per 
cent,  damages;  and  thai  A.  was 
the  only  person  entitled  to  dam- 
ages. t6. 

3.  Where  a  bill  is  first  endorsed  in 
blank,  and  afterwards  specially 
endorsed,  whether  the  subsequent 
holder  can  strike  out  the  special 
endorsement,  and  bring  his  action 
as  first  endorsee  1  Quere.  ib. 

4.  The  holder  of  a  bill  of  exchange, 
drawn  in  New 'York  on  Crreat 
Britain,  or  any  other  part  of 
Europe,  and  returned  protested  for 
non-payment,  can  recover  no  more 
than  the  contents  of  the  bill,  and 
20  per  cent,  damages,  with  the 
interest,  or  at  the  par  of  exchange. 
He  can  recover  nothing  for  the 
difference  between  the  price  of  bills 
at  the  time  the  bill  was  returned, 
and  the  time  it  was  drawn.  Hen^ 
dricks  V.  Franklin,  1 19 

5.  When  a  person  in  NeuhYork  pur- 
chases goods  in  England,  and  is 
sued  here,  the  creditor  can  recover 
the  amount  at  the  par  of  exchange 
only;  he  is  not  entitled  to  any 
allowance  for  the  rate  of  exchange, 
or  the  price  of  bills  on  Englcmd. 
Martin  and  others  v.  FrankUn  and 
others,  124 

6.  Where  a  foreign  bill  of  exchange 
b  protested  for  nonracceptance,  the 
holder,  on  giving  due  notice  tnereof, 
may  commence  an  action  against 
the  drawer  and  endorser,  on  such 
protest  for  non-acceptance,  without 
waiting  for  a  protest  for  non-pay- 
ment, and  may  recover,  besides 
the  amount  of  the  bill,  20  per  cent. 
damages,  with  the  usual  interest 
and  charges  of  protest  Weldon 
and  Fumiss  v.  Buck,  144 

7.  Where  a  bill  of  exchange  is  drawn 
in  England  and  payable  there,  the 
holder  here  can  recover  only  5  per 
cent,  interest  Foden  and  Slater 
V.  Sharp,  183 

8.  The  acceptor  of  a  bill  of  exchange, 
in  an  action  against  him,  cannot 
object  to  a  protest  for  non-payment, 
that  it  does  not  state  that  the  de- 
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mand  was  made  on  him  peraonall  j ; 
it  18  sufficient  if  it  be  stated  that 
payment  was  demanded  at  the 
house  or  place  where  the  bill  was 
accepted  to  be  paid.  ib. 

9.  Where  a  note,  payable  on  demand, 
was  negotiated  j^9f  months  after  its 
date,  and  there  were  several  pay- 
ments prior  to  its  transfer,  in  an 
action  by  the  endorsee,  the  maker 
was  not  allowed  to  set  up  any 
defence,  as  against  the  payee,  or 
to  impeach  the  amount  due  on  the 
face  of  the  note,  at  the  time  of  its 
transfer.  Sanford  v.  Miekles  and 
Forman,  224 

10.  Where  a  promissory  note  was  made 
at  Jamaiea,  payable  in  New-York, 
it  was  held,  that  the  contract  was 
to  be  governed  by  the  laws  of  New- 
York.    Thompson  v.  Ketcham,  285 

11.  Where  no  place  is  mentioned  in  a 
note,  at  which  the  money  is  to  be 
paid,  it  seems,  that  parol  evidence 
is  admissible  to  show  at  what  place 
it  was  agreed  that  the  note  should 
be  paid.  ,  ib, 

12.  Where  C.  received  a  check  on  the 
bank,  drawn  by  B.,  it  was  held, 
that  in  an  action  by  C.  against  B., 
on  the  check,  the  consideration  for 
which  the  check  was  given  might 
be  inquired  into.  7^  People  v. 
HoweU,  296 

13.  If  a  check,  given  in  payment  of  a 
preexistent  debt,  proves  bad,  the 
party  giving  the  check  in  payment, 
remains  liable  for  the  original  debt 

.*. 

14.  Where  a  check,  purporting  to  be 
drawn  by  B.,  was  presented  by  A., 
the  agent  of  C,  to  the  bank,  and 
paid ;  but  the  bank,  afterwards  sus- 

'  pecting  the  check  to  be  a  forgery, 
stopped  the  money,  in  transitu,  it 
was  held,  that  B.,  admittinjr  the 
check  to  be  genuine,  was  not 
answerable  to  C.  for  the  amount, 
the  bank  having  acted  without  the 
direction  or  authority  of  B.  ib, 

BILL  OF  SALE. 

A  bin  of  sale  of  a  ship,  containing  blanks 
480 


for  the  recital  of  the  register,  wax 
executed  and  delivered,  and  after- 
wards the  blanks  were  filled  up  by 
the  vendor  and  vendee;  it  was 
held,  that  the  bill  of  sale  was  valid. 
WooUey  and  others  v.  Constant,  54 

BOND. 

1.  Where  A.  gave  a  bond  to  B.  con- 
ditioned to  rebuild  the  walls  of  a 
certain  house,  in  case  they  gave 
way  or  fell  down  in  a  certain  time, 
and  pay  the  damages;  and  the 
walls  did  give  way  within  the  time, 
and  the  obligee,  haying  sdd  the 
house  to  C,  assigned  the  bond  to 
him,  who  gave  notice  to  A.  of  the 
failure  of  the  walls,  and  requested 
him  to  rebuild,  6i4i.,  it  was  held, 
that  the  notice  from  the  assignee 
was  sufficient  Van  Veckten  t. 
Cfraves,  403 

2.  Where  A.,  an  insolvent  debtor, 
petitioned  for  his  discharge  und^ 
the  insolvent  act,  and  on  the  day 
appointed  to  show  cause,  6lc.,  B., 
one  of  the  creditors,  appeared  and 
showed  cause  against  the  discharge ; 
and  it  was  then  agreed  between  A. 
and  B.,  that  if  the  latter  would  with- 
draw all  opposition  to  the  discharge, 
dDC.,  C.  and  D.  should  execute  a 
bond  to  him,  conditioned  to  deliver 
to  him  A.'s  notes  with  approved 
endorsers,  in  15  days  after  A.'s 
discharge ;  and  the  bond  by  C 
and  D.  was  accordingly  executed 
and  delivered  to  B.  It  was  held, 
that  the  bond  was  illegal  and  Toid. 
Bruce  v.  Lee  and  MuSikin,       410 

3.  Where  A.  gave  a  bond  with  sureties 
to  the  United  States,  for  duties, 
and  A.  was  mentioned  in  the  bond 
as  the  importer  of  the  goods,  and 
B.,  the  surety,  paid  the  bond;  it 
was  held,  that  he  might  maintain 
assumpsit  against  A.,  though  in 
fact,  a  third  person  was  the  real 
owner  of  the  goods.  SbAy  v. 
ChampUn,  461 

BURGLARY. 
The  breaking  o^n,  in  the  night  time, 
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of  a  store,  at  the  distance  of  20 
feet  from  a  dwelliDg-house,  but  not 
connected  with  it,  by  any  fence  or 
enclosure,  Js  not  burglary.  The 
People  Y.  Parker,  424 


c. 

CANADA  GRANTS. 

This  court  will  not  take  notice  of 
claims  to  lands  within  this  state, 
under  grants  made  by  the  French 
government  in  Canada,  prior  to 
Uie  treaty  between  Great  Britain 
and  France,  in  1763 ;  those  claims 
being,  at  most,  but  equitable,  and 
affording  no  evidence  of  a  legal 
title  that  can  be  recognized  by  a 
court  of  law,  which  looks  only  to 
titles  under  patents  from  this  state 
or  the  former  colonial  govern- 
ment of  the  province  o^  New-Yorh, 
Jackson,  ex  dem.  Winthrop,  v.  In- 
graham,  163 

It  seems,  that  those  Canadian  claims 
were  pronounced  by  the  colonial 
assembly  of  NeuhYork,  in  1773,  to 
be  wholly  unfounded  ib. 


CERTIORARI. 
Su  Practice,  6. 


held,  that  it  is  not  a  sufficient 
ground  for  maintaining  a  bill  in 
chancery,  and  continuing  an  in- 
junction against  proceeding  at  law; 
that  A.  was  the  agent  of  C,  for 
whose  use  the  suit  was  prosecuted, 
and  against  whom  B.  could  make 
a  good  defence,  for  B.  might  make 
the  same  defence  at  law  against 
A.  as  if  the  suit  had  been  brought 
py  C.  JkPVickar  and  others  v. 
Wolcott  and  others,  510 

2.  Where  a  defendant  neglects  to  set 
up  matters  in-  his  defence  at  law, 
either  before  arbitrators  or  a  jury, 
he  cannot,  afterwards,  make  such 
matter  the  ba^is  of  a  suit  in  equity, 
unless  there  was  some  accident  or 
fraud  of  which  the  party  could  not 

avail  himself  at  law.  »6. 

3.  A  court  of  chancery  will  aid  a 
defendant  in  obtaining  a  discovery, 
before  a  trial  at  law,  but  not  after^ 
wards.  t6. 

4.  Where  a  court  of  chancery  directs 
the  conveyances  made  by  a  bank- 
rupt to  be  set  aside,  as  fraudulent, 
the  property  is  not  to  be  placed  in, 
the  hands  of  a  master,  to  b^  distrib- 
uted ;  but  is  to  be  disposed  of  by 
the  assignee  of  the  bankrupt,  ac- 
cording to  the  bankrupt  law  of  the 
United  States.  Sands  and  others 
V.  Codwise  and  others,  536 

8u  Contempt. 


CHALLENGE  OF  JURORS. 

A  person  indicted  for  forging  an  order 
for  the  payment  of  uMmey,  is  not 
entitled  to  a  peremptory  challenge, 
it  being  an  offence  punishable  by 
imprisonment  for  years  only.  The 
People  ▼.  HoweU,  296 


CHANCERY. 

1.  Where  a  suit  at  law  was  brought 
by  A.  against  B.,  and  they  agreed 
to  submit  the  same  to  the  arbitra- 
tion of  persons  mutually 'chosen, 
who  decided  in  favor  of  A.,  it  was 


COMMISSION  TO  EXAMINE 
WITNESSES. 

A  return  to  a  commission,  in  which  it 
was  stated  that  the  witness  was 
sworn  and  examined  by  virtue  of 
the  commission  directed  to  commis- 
sioners by  name,  on  interrogatories 
to  him,  administered  by  virtue  of 
and  under  a  commission,  dtc,  and 
the  names  of  the  commissioners 
were  subscribed,  as  such,  to  the 
depositfon,  it  was  held,  that  the 
commission  was  executed  in  due 
form,  and  that  the  deposition  might 
be  read.  Bolfe  v.  Van  Rooten,  130 
481 
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COMMITMENT. 
See  CoNTBiirr,  1.  8,  4. 

CONSIDERATION. 

1.  A  promise,  without  a  consideration, 
though  in  writing,  is  a  nudttm  pao 
turn.    People  v.  Howell,  296 

2.  A  forbearance  to  sue  generally,  is 
a  good  consideration  for  a  promise 
to  pay  the  debt  of  another.  EUing 
V.  Vanderlyn,  '  237 

3.  A  covenant  of  itself  imports  a  con- 
sideration, and  is  not  within  the 
statute  of  frauds.  Livingston  v. 
Tremper,  416 

4.  A  promise  to  pay  the  debt  of  a 
third  person,  though  made  on  a 
sufficient  consideration,  must  be  in 
writing.     Simpson  v.  Patten^    422 

See  Agreement.    Assumpsit,  2.  4, 5. 

CONSIGNOR   AND   CONSIGNEE. 
See  Factor. 

CONTEMPT. 

1.  Where  A.  B.,  who  was  a  master  in 
chancery,  was  committed  by  the 
chancellor,  and  the  order  of  com* 
mitment  stated  that  A.  fi.,  while  he 
was  master,  tiled  a  bill  to  which  he 
subscribed  the  name  of  C.  D/,  one 
of  the  solicitors  of  the  court,  with- 
out his  knowledge  or  consent,  and 
prosecuted  the  cause  in  his  name, 
<' contrary  to  the  statute  in  such 
case  made  and  provided,  in  wilful 
violation  of  his  duty  as  master,  and 
in  contempt  of  the  authority  of  the 
court,"  and  the  said  A.  B.  was 
ordered  to  be  committed  to  gaol, 
**  ibr  the  said  malpractice  and  con- 
tempt, there  to  remain  until  the 
further  order  of  the  court ;"  it  was 
held,  that  this  was  a  legal  and  valid 
commitment  for  a  contempt,  even 
if  the  party  might  have  been  in- 
482 


dieted  fiir  an  oftoee  against  the 
statute,  concerning  counaellors,  so- 
licitors and  attorneys.  In  the  ease 
of  J.  V,  N.  Yates,  317 

%  But  was  this  an  indictable  dSetkce 
under  the  statute  ?  Quere,  ib. 

3.  This  court  has  no  power  to  dis- 
charge a  person  committed  by  the 
Court  of  Chancery  for  a  contempt ; 
and  it  will  presume  that  the  pro> 
ceedings  of  that  court  were  legal ; 
and  that  the  conviction  for  the 
contempt  was  on  sufficient  and 
legal  evidence.  ib, 

4.  A  commitment  for  a  contempt, 
''until  the. further  order  of  the 
court,"  is  good.  ib. 


COVENANT. 

1.  In  an  action  for  breach  of  the 
covenant  of  seisin  and  for  qmei 
enjoyment,  in  a  deed,  the  plaintiff 
can  recover  only  the  consideration 
money  paid,  with  interest  and  the 
costs  of  ejectment  Pitcher  v. 
Livingston,  1 

2.  He  cannot  recover  damages  for  the 
improvements  he  has  made,  or  the 
increased  value  of  the  land.  ib, 

3.  In  an  action  for  a  breach  of  the 
covenant  of  seisin^  in  a  deed, 
brought  by  the  heirs  of  the  grantee 
against  the  grantor,  it  was  held, 
that  there  being  a  failure  of  title, 
the  covenant  was  broken  as  soon 
as  it  was  made,  and  the  grantee 
had  an  immediate  and  perfect  right 
of  action  in  his  life-time,  which 
went  to  his  personal  representatives 
on  his  death,  and  did  not  descend 
to  his  heirs,  who  could  not,  there- 
fore, maintain  the  action.  HamH- 
ton  and  others  v.  Wilson,  72 

4.  A  covenant  of  itself  imports  a  con- 

sideration, and  is  not  within  the 
statute  of  frauds.  Livingston  v. 
Tremper,  416 


COURTS  OF  COMMON  PLEAS. 

A  court  of  common  pleas  may  set  aside 
a    regular   judgment,   by  default, 
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where  there  hts  been  tnj  fraud  or 
sarprise,  especially  m  a  bail-bond 
•iiit     DeUmcy  ▼.  BrawneU,      136 


COURT  OF  GENERAL  SESSIONS 
OF  THE  PEACE. 

In  proceedings  under  the  serenth  section 
of  the  *'  act  declaring  the  powers  of 
the  courts  of  general  sessions  of  the 
peace,"  &c.  the  record  of  convic- 
tion ought  to  state  sufficient  to  show 
(hat  the  justices  had  jurisdiction. 
The  value  of  the  thing  stolen  ought 
to  be  stated,  and  that  the  partj 
convicted  had  not  given  bail,  within 
48  hours  after  b^ing  committed, 
or  had  consented  to  a  trial  before 
the  expiration  of  that  time.  Pow- 
ers y.  The  People, 


COSTS. 

*.  Executors  and  administrators  must 
pay  costs  on  a  judgment  of  nonsuit. 
Executors  of  Cable  v.  Long^     190 

S.  Costs  of  attendance  of  witnesses  from 
Mother  state,  how  taxed.  How- 
land  V.  Lenox  and  Mcdtland,  311 

9  Where  an  insolvent  has  assigned 
over  all  his  estate  for  the  benefit 
of  his  creditors,  and  a  judgment 
was  recovered  in  his  name  in  the 
Court  of  Common  Pleas  for  a  less 
sum  than  25  dollars,  on  which  a  writ 
of  error  was  brought,  the  assignees, 
for  whose  benefit  the  suit  was 
prosecuted,  were  ordered  to  give 
security  for  costs.  Ketcham  and 
Blake  V.  Clark,  484 

4.  On  a  motion  to  change  the  venue, 
no  costs  are  allowed  against  either 
side.     Worthy  v.  Gilbert,        492 


D. 


DEBTORS,  INSOLVENT. 

See  Insolysnt  Dbbtoim. 
Vol.  IV.  61 


DEED. 
See  Grant. 

1.  A  deed,  after  it  has  been  executed, 
may  be  altered  in  a  material  part^ 
with  the  consent  of  the  parties^ 
without  affecting  its  validity. 
WooHeif  cmd  others    v.  Constant, 

54 

2  The  certificate  of  the  proof  or  ac- 
knowledgment of  a  deed,  taken 
before  a  judge,  is  not  conclusive ; 
but  the  party  affected  by  the  deed 
may  contest  its  validity,  and  the 
force  and  effect  of  the  formal  proof. 
Jackson,  ex  dem.  Hardenhergh,  r. 
Schoonmaker,  161 

3.  A  deed  may  in  its  operation  be 
made  to  relate  back  to  the  time  of 
the  contract  for  the  purchase  of 
the  land,  as  between  the  same 
parties,  and  for  the  furtherance  of 
justice ;  but  not  so  as  to  do  wrong 
to  strangers.  Jackson,  ex  dem.  Cfris- 
wold,  V.  Bard,  230 

4  Where  G.,  by  a  writing  under  his 
hand  and  seal,  gave  to  H.  the 
privilege,  during  his  pleasure,  to 
occupy  a  certain  piece  of  land,  and 
H.  afterwards  sold  the  land  to  C, 
it  wae  held  that  the  instrument 
given  by  G.  was  a  mere  personal 
license  or  privilege  to  occupy, 
which  was  determined,  as  soon  as 
H.  undertook  to  convey  the  prem- 
ises. Jackson,  ex  dem.  Hull,  v. 
Babcock,  418 


DEVISR 

1.  P.  devised  lands  to  his  daughter  C. 
**  during  the  term  of  her  Ivk,  and 
immediately  after  her  death,  unto 
and  among  all  and  every  such  child 
and  children  as  the  said  C.  shall 
have,  lawftilly  begotten,  at  the  time 
of  her  death,  in  fee  simple,  equally  to 
be  divided  between  them,  share  and 
share  alike."  It  was  held,  that  the 
four  children  of  C,  who  were  Kving 
at  the  time  of  the  devise,  and  at  the 
death  of  the  tesUtor,  took  a  vested 
483 
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remainder  in  fee ;  and  that  in  caae 
there  had  been  any  children  bohi 
afterwards,  the  estate  would  have 
opened  for  their  benefit ;  and  that 
the  children  of  a  daughter  of  C, 
who  died  in  the  hfe-time  of  her 
mother,  were,  therefore,  entitled  to 
the  share  of  the  di^ughter  of,  C, 
who  was  living,  at  the  death  of  the 
testator.  Doe,  ex  dem.  Barnes  and 
others,  v.  Provoost,  61 

2.  A  devise  to  a  witness  to  a  will  is 
absolutely  void.  Jackson,  ex  dem. 
Denniston,  v.  Denmston,  311 


DISCOVERY. 
See  Chancery,  3. 

DISSEISIN. 
Su  Ejectment,  11. 

E. 

EJECTMENT. 

1.  A  lessor  of  the  plaintiff  in  ejectment 
cannot  be  a  witness  in  the  cause. 
Jackson,  ex  dem.  Goodrich  and 
others,  v.  Ogden,  140 

2.  Evidence  of  the  acts  of  the  lessor, 
which  tend  to  conclude  him  and 
those  who  derive  title  under  him, 
is  admissible.  ih. 

3.  A  person  who  has  been  in  posses- 
sion of  land  8  or  10  years,  under 
color  of  title,  was  held  entitled  to 
recover  in  ejectment  against  a 
mere  intruder  or  trespasser.  Jack- 
son,  ex  dem.  Duncan  and  others,  v. 
Harder,  202 

4.  A  mere  intruder  on  land  will  not 
be  allowed  to  protect  himself  in 
the  possession,  by  setting  up  an 
outstanding  title  in  a  stranger,    ih. 

5    An  outstanding  title  in  a  stranger 

cannot  be  set  up,  where  there  has 

been  an  adverse  possession  for  20 

years.  t6. 

484 


6.  A  daim  or  title  which  coold  not  be 
set  up  by  a  person,  while  in  posses- 
sion of  land,  caniiot  be  set  up  by 
another  person,  who  comes  into 
possession  of  the  land  under  him.  ik. 

7.  Where  A.  went  into  possession  of 
land  under  an  agreement  with  B. 
for  the  purchase ;  and  C.  afterwards 
took  possession  under  an  agree> 
ment  with  A.  for  the  purchase,  the 
possession  of  C.  was  held  not  to  be 
adverse  to  the  title  of  B.  >  Jackson 
ex  dem.  Cfriswold,  v.  Bard,       230 

8.  If  a  defendant  in  ejectment  claims 
title,  as  tenant  in  common,  he 
ought  to  enter  into  the  common 
rule  specially;  otherwise,  if  he 
enters  into  the  usual  consent  rule, 
he  cannot  object  that  no  actual 
ouster  was  proved  at  the  trial. 
Jackson,  ex  dem.  Denniston,  v.  Denr 
niston,  311 

9.  Neither  a  descent  cast,  nor  the 
statute  of  limitations,  will  bar  or 
affect  the  right  of  a  remainder 
man  or  reversioner,  during  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  particular  estates ; 
nor  will  the  acts  or  laches  of  the 
tenant  in  possession  affect  the  party 
entitled  in  remainder.  Jackson,  ex 
dem.  Hardenbergh,  v.  Schoonmaker^ 

390 

10.  An  entry,  to  avoid  the  statute, 
must  be  an  entry  for  the  purpose 
of  taking  possession.  ib. 

11.  What  acts  amount  to  an  adverse 
possession  or  disseisin.  ih. 

12.  In  ejectment,  a  person  who  has 
no  claim,  nor  any  subsisting  title 
to  the  premises  in  question,  cannot 
be  made  lessor.  Jackson,  ex  dem. 
Starr  and  wife,  v.  Richmond,    483 

13.  In    ejectment,    where   the    tenant 

swears  to  merits,  and  no  trial  has 
been  lost,  a  regular  default  will  be 
set  aside,  to  let  in  the  tenant  to  de- 
fend his  possession.  Jackson,  ez 
dem.  Mentz,  v.  SHles,  489 

14.  Afier  a  judgment  by  default, 
against  the  casual  ejector,  in  eject- 
ment, the  landlord  may  be  let  in  to 
a|^ar  and  defend :  and  if  he  be 
an  alien,  he  is,  at  the  time  when  be 
is  let  in  to  defend,  in  season  to 
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petition  for  the  removal  of  his 
cause  into  the  Court  of.  the  Vniied 
States.  Jackson^  ex  dem.  Ckmtine 
tmd  others,  t.  Stiles,  493 

15.  Where  actions  of  ejectment,  after 
'judgment  by  default  against  the 
casual  ejector,  are  removed  into 
the  Circuit  G>urt  of  the  United 
States,  this  court  will  order  all 
further  proceedings  on  such  judg- 
ment to  stay,  until  the  further  order 
of  the  court  t6. 

Su  Mortgage,  2, 3. 


ENTRY  ON  LAND. 

Neither  a  descent  cast,  nor  the 
statute  of  limitations,  will  bar  or 
affect  the  right  of  a  remainder-man 
or  reversioner,  during  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  particular  estate; 
nor  will  the  acts  or  laches  of  the 
tenant  of  the  particular  estate, 
affect  the  party  entitled  in  remain- 
der. Jackson,  ex  dem,  Hardenr 
bergh,  v.  Schoonmaker,  390 

An  entry,  to  avoid  the  statute  of 
limitations,  must  be  an  entry  for 
the  purpose  of  taking  possession,  ib. 


EVIDENCK 

1.  Evidence  of  the  acts  of  the  lessor 
of  the  plaintiff  in  ejectment,  which 
tend  to  conclude  him,  and  those 
who  derive  title  under  him,  is  ad- 
missible. Jackson,  ex  dem,  Chod- 
rich  and  others,  v.  Ogden,        140 

2.  The  declarations  of  a  person  in 
the  possession  of  land,  as  to  his 
title,  are  admissible  evidence 
against  him  and  all  persons  claim- 
ing under  him.  Jackson,  ex  dem. 
Griswold,  v.  Bard,  330 

3.  Where  no  place  is  mentioned  in  a 
promissory  note,  at  which  it  is  to 
be  paid,  it  ^eems,  that  parol  evi- 
dence is  admissible,  to  show  at 
what  place  it  was  agreed  'that  the 
note  should  be  paid.  Thompson  v. 
Ketcham,  285 

4.  Where  the  witnesses  to  a  bond  are 
absent  out  of  the  state,  proof  of  their 
hand-writing  is  sufficient,  without 
proving  the  hand-writing  of  the 
obligor.     Slubv  v  ChampUn,    461 

5.  Where  a  bond,  with  sureties,  was 
given  to  the  United  States  for 
duties,  the  possession  of  the  bond 
and  the  collector's  receipt,  were 
held  to  be  sufficient  evidence  of 
the  payment  by  the  surety.  ib» 

Su  Witness. 


ESCAPR 

Where  a  prisoner  in  execution,  who  has 
given  security  for  the  liberties, 
according  to  the  statute,  goes  be- 
yond the  limits,  and  returns  before 
an  action  brought,  though  the 
sheriff  could  not  restrain  him,  and 
this  is  neither  a  negligent  nor 
voluntary  escape,  yet  the  sheriff, 
under  the  statute,  is  liable  to  an 
action  for  an  escape,  in  the  first 
instance;  and  must  look  to  the 
bail  he  has  taken  for  his  indemnity, 
the  bond  not  having  been  made 
assignable.     Tillman  v.  Lansing, 

45 

Su  Sheriff,  3,  4. 


EXECUTION. 

1.  Lands  mortgaged  cannot  be  soid 
on  an  execution  against  the  mort- 
gagee, before  a  foreclosure  of  the 
equity  of  redemption,  though  the 
debt  is  due,  and  the  estate  of  the 
mortgagee  has  become  absolute  at 
law.  Jackson,  ex  dem.  Norton  and 
Burt,  V.  WiUard,  41 

2.  Where  a  plaintiff  has  obtained  a 
judgment,  he  may  first  issue  a^/Sm 
facias,  and  if  the  whole  debt  is  not 
levied  on  that  execution,  he  may 
issue  a  ca.  sa.  or  bring  an  acdos 
of  debt  on  the  judgment  for  the 
renidue ;  and  if  a  non  est  inventus 
is  revi^rned  to  such  a  ca.  sa.^  he 
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may  proceed  agaioit  the  bail.  OU 
cott  y.  Lilly,  407 

8.  A  Jieri  faciat  cannot  be  levied 
after  the  return  day  thereof.  Vail 
▼.  jLei/)u  and  Livingston,  450 

4    If  a  sheriff  levy  tL^trifacioM  after 

.  the  return  day,  by  the  direction  of 

the  plaintiCTs  attorney,  both  he  and 

the  attorney  are  trespaaaers.        ib. 

5.  No  action  will  lie  against  a  plain- 
tiff or  his  attorney,  for  neglecting 
to  countermand  an  execution,  after 
the  return  day.  ib. 

See  Sheriff,  1,  2,  3,  4.    Gaol  Libxr- 
TIES,  1,  2. 


EXECUTORS  AND  ADMINISTRA- 
TORS. 

Blxecutors  and  administrators  must  pay 
costs  on  a  judgment  of  non  pros, 
Rudd  and  Everett,  Executors  of 
CabU,  V.  Long,  190 


FACTOR. 

1.  Where  A.,  of  Wilmington,  North 
Carolina,  wrote  to  B.,  of  Liverpool, 
enclosing  an  invoice  and  bill  of 
lading  of  a  cargo  consigned  to  B., 
and  informed  him,  that  he  had 
drawn  bills  to  a  certain  amount, 
and  B.,  in  his  answer,  agreed  to 
receive  the  consignment,  and  ac- 
cept the  bills;  but,  afterwards, 
refused  to  accept  one  of  the  bills, 
which  was  returned  protested;  it 
was  held,  that  B.  was  answerable 
to  A.  for  all  the  damages  and  costs, 
paid  by  him  oH  the  protested  bill. 
Urquhart  v.  Mlver,  103 

2  A.  consigned  a  vessel  and  cargo  to 
-R,  at  Liverpool^  and  advised  him 
that  he  should  make  him  secure 
for  the  acceptance  of  his  bills,  and 
sent  him  a  power  of  attorney  to 
aell  the  vessel,  with  directions  to 
486 


sell  her  m  England;  bat  if  that 
could  not  be  done,  to  procure  a 
freight,  or  load  her  with  as  much 
salt  as  the  funds  of  A.  were  equal 
to  purchase,  and  send  her  to  iViev- 
Yorks  and  B.  loaded  the  vessel 
with  coals ;  and  having,  under  the 
power  fiom  A.,  executed  a  bill  of 
sale  of  the  vessel  to  C,  of  iVcv- 
York,  he  sent  the  vessd  and  cargo 
to  C,  with  directions  to  reconvey 
and  deliver  them  to  A.,  on  his 
paying  the  balance  due  to  B.,  for 
advances,  otherwise,  to  sell  them 
and  place  the  proceeds  to  the  credit 
of  B.,  paying  over  the  balance, 
which  might  remain,  to  A.,  who 
was  also  informed  by  B.,  of  the 
transfer  and  consignment  of  the 
vessel  and  cargo  to  C.  A.  refused 
to  accept  the  vessel  and  cargo  from 
C,  contending  that  B.  had  made 
the  vessel  his  own.  It  was  held, 
that  B.  not  having  f6llowed  the 
orders  of  A.,  in  relation  to  the 
cargo,  it  belonged  to  B.,  and  A. 
was  not  bound  to  accept  it,  nor 
liable  to  any  charges  attending  it : 
that  the  vessel  being  intended  as  a 
security  to  B.,  he  had  a  Hen  upon 
her  for  his  advances,  and  that  the 
assignment  to  C,  being  for  the 
purpose  of  preserving  that  Ken,  and 
not  an  absolute  sale,  A.  was  bound 
to  accept  the  vessel  and  pay  the 
premium  of  insurance,  and  ail  the 
advances  made  by  B.  for  repairs, 
&c.  Urquhart  v.  if /rcr,  105i 
3.  Though  vl  factor  c^imoi  pledge  the 
goods  of  his  principal,  as  his  own, 
yet  he  may  deliver  them  to  a  third 
person,  as  security,  with  notice  of 
his  Hen,  and  as  his  agent,  to  keep 
the  possession  for  him,  in  order  to 
preserve  his  Uen,  tb. 


FEME  COVERT. 

A  feme  covert,  who  had  executed  a  deed 
with  her  husband,  was  h^ld  to  be 
a  competent  witness,  to  prove  that 
the    deed    had    been    antedated 
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Jackson^   ex    iem»    Oriswold,   ▼. 
Bard,  «     230 


PENCE-VIEWERS.  ' 

1.  "How  far  the  decision  of  the  fence- 
riewers  is  conclusive  t  Quere.  Bur- 
ger T.  Kortrigki,  414 

fL  It  is  enongh,  if  any  dispute  exists 
about  a  partition  fence,  to  enable 
the  fence-viewers  to  interpose,    ib. 


FORCIBLE  ENTRY  AND  DE- 
TAINER. 

1.  Where  a  justice  proceeds  under 
the  third  section  of  the  *'  act  to 
prevent  forcible  entries  and  detain* 
ers,"  it  is  not  necessary  that  the 
justice  should  previously  go  in  per- 
son to  view  and  record  the  force. 
The  People,  ex  relat.  Corless,  v. 
Anthony,  196 

2.  H  seems  that  the  traverse  to  an 
indictment  for  a  forcible  entry  and 
detainer,  need  not  be  in  writing. 

ib. 

3.  On  an  indictment  for  a  forcible 
entry  and  detainer,  the  jury  may 
find  the  defendant  guilty  of  the 
detainer  only.  ib. 

4.  A  fine  is  required  to  be  imposed  on 
the  party,  in  a  case  of  forcible 
entry  and  detainer,  only  where 
there  is  a  conviction  upon  view, 
according  to  the  first  section  of  the 
act  t6. 


FOREIGN  LAWS. 

Where  a  note  was  made  in  Jamaica, 
payable  in  New-York,  it  was  held, 
that  the  contract  was  to  be  gov- 
erned by  tlie  laws  of  New-York. 
Thompson  v.  Ketcham,  285 


FRAUDS   AND  FRAUDULENT 
CONVEYANCES. 

1.   Where  A.  granted  86  acres  of  land 


to  B.,  reserving  the  streams  of 
water  and  the  soil  under  them, 
and  the  right  of  erecting  mill-dams, 
and  such  part  of  the  land  as  should 
be  overflowed  bv  water,  for  the  use* 
of  the  mills,  for  the  grantor;  it 
was  held,  that  the  right  reserved 
by  the  grantor,  being  an  incorpo- 
real hereditament,  must  pass,  by 
deed  ;  at  least,  an  assignment  of  it 
must  be  in  writing,  and  a  parol 
assignment  would  be  void  by  the 
statute  of  frauds.  Thon^son  v. 
Gregory,  81 

2.  A  covenant  to  pay  the  debt  of 
another  is  not  within  the  statute 
of  frauds,  which  does  not  apply  to 
writings  under  seal.  A  covenant, 
of  itself,  imports  a  consideration. 
Livingston  v.  Tremper,  416 

3.  A  promise  to  pay  the  debt  of  a 
third  person,  though  made  on  a 
sufficient  consideration,  must  be  in 
writing.    Simpson  v.  Patten,    422 

4.  What  acts  and  circumstances  of  a 
fraudulent  nature  will  avoid  con- 
veyances as  against  creditors. 
Sands  and  others  v.  Codwise  and 
others,  536 

5.  Conveyances  made  to  defeat  cred- 
itors, are  void  by  common  law,  as 
well  as  by  the  statute  of  frauds,  ib. 

6.  Where  deeds  are  void  on  the 
ground  of  absolute  fraud,  they  are 
to  be  considered  as  void,  aib  initio ; 
and  are  not  allowed  to  stand  as 
security  to  the  grantee  for  any 
advances  he  may  have  made,  or 
responsibilities  he  may  have  entered 
into,  on  account  of  them.  ib. 

7.  Where  the  grantor  of  a  deed  made 
to  defeat  creditors,  afterwards  be- 
comes a  bankrupt,  the  grantee  b 
accountable  for  the  rents  and  profits 
subsequent  to  the  act  of  bankruptcy, 
or  from  the  time  when  the  right 
of  the  creditcvs  to  call  him  to  an 
account,  accrued ;  and  not  before. 

ih. 
6.  Where  a  bill  in  chancery  was  filed 
by  creditors,  to  set  aside  the  deeds 
of  a  bankrupt,  on  the  ground  of 
fraud,  it  was  held,  that  the  property 
was  not  to  be  placed  in  the  handia 
48- 
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of  a  master,  to  be  distiibated,  bat 
was  to  be  disposed  of  by  the  <u- 
signees  of  the  bankrupt,  according 
to  the  bankrupt  law  of  the  Vnii^ 
States  ih. 


G. 


GAOL  LIBERTIES. 

1  A  prisoner  in  execution,  having 
given  security  for  the  liberties, 
resided,  with  his  family,  within  the 
limits,  and  having  afterwards  ob- 
tained a  writ  of  supersedeas,  which 
was  delivered  to  the  sheriff,  de- 
manded his  discharge,  which  was 
refused  by  the  sheriff,  unless  his 
poundage  fees  were  paid.  He,  a^ 
terwards,  continued  to  reside  within 
the  limits  for  two  or  three  months, 
and  brought  his  action  for  false 
imprisonment,  against  the  sheriff. 
It  was  held,  that  after  the  superse- 
deas, no  formal  discharge  from  the 
sheriff  was  necessary :  and  that  the 
party  having  continued  within  the 
limits  voluntarily,  under  a  mistaken 
apprehension,  that  such  a  discharge 
was  requisite,  no  action  would  lie 
against  the  sheriff.  Wame  v.  Om- 
starU,  Sheriff,  &c.  32 

2.  Where  a  prisoner  in  execution,  on 
giving  security  to  the  sheriff,  was 
allowed  the  liberties  of  ^e  gaol, 
and  went  beyond  the  limits  on 
Sundays,  returning  again  in  the 
evening,  it  was  held,  that  the  sheriff 
had  no  power  to  restrain  the  pris- 
oner, after  he  had  given  the  securi- 
ty required  by  the  statute;  and 
though  this  was  not  a  voluntary  or 
negUigent  escape,  yet  it  was  such 
an  escape  under  the  statute  relative 
to  gaol  liberties,  as  could  not  be 
purged  by  a  voluntary  return  of  the 
prisoner,  before  a  suit  brought,  and 
rendered  the  sheriff  liable  in  the 
first  instance,  who  must  resort  to 
the  bail  for  his  indemnity,  as  the 
bond  was   not   made    assignable. 

/       TUhnan  v.  Lansing,  45 
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GRANT. 

1.  Where  A.  granted  86  acres  of  land 
to  B.,  reserving  the  streams  of 
water,  and  the  soil  under  them, 
with  the  right  of  erecting  mill- 
dams,  and  all  such  part  of  the  land 
as  shall  be  overflowed  by  water,  for 
the  use  of  the  mills  for  Uie  grantor, 
and  B.  sold  40  acres  of  the  prem- 
ises to  C,  with  the  like  exceptions, 
and  G.  erected  a  dam  on  his  part 
of  the  land,  by  which  the  land  of 
B.  was  overflowed ;  it  was  held, 
that  until  A.  exercised  his  right 
and  erected  dams,  the  reservation 
was  inoperative ;  if  considered 
strictly  as  an  exception,  it  would 
be  void  for  uncertainty.  Thompson 
V.  Cfregory,  81 

2.  B.  may  maintain  an  action  on  the 
case,  against  G.  for  erecting  a  dam 
so  near  the  land  of  B.  as  to  overflow 
it  ib. 

3.  The  right  reserred  by  A.,  being 
an  incorporeal  hereditament,  could 
pass  only  by  deed.  ib. 

4.  A  parol  permission,  given  to  G.  by 
A.  to  erect  the  dam,  was  no  de- 
fence against  the  action  brought 
by  B.  for  the  assignment  of  such 
an  interest,  since  the  statute  of 
frauds,  must  be  in  writing.  ib 


u. 


HABEAS  GORPUS. 

1.  Where  a  sheriff  returned  to  a  wrrt 
of  habeas  corpus,  that  he  held  the 
prisoner  by  virtue  of  an  order  of 
the  Gourt  of  Ghancery,  which  order 
referred  to  a  former  writ  of  attach- 
ment, setting  forth  the  grounds  of 
commitment,  and  from  which  the 
prisoner  had  been  discharged  by  a 
judge  of  this  court  in  vacation,  oi« 
another  habeas  corpus,  and  the 
sheriff  also  returned  the  attach^ 
ment  and  proceedings  prior  to  the 
last  order  of  commitment :  it  was 
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held,  that  the  sheriff  could  not 
return  the  true  cause  of  caption, 
without  also  stating  the  original 
attachment  and  sul»equent  orders, 
and  that  the  whole  return  might 
be  received  and  examined  bj  the 
court  in  the  case  of  John  V,  N, 
Yates,  317 

2.  A  discharge  of  a  prisoner,  commit- 
ted by  an  order  of  the  Court  of 
Chancery,  by  a  judge  of  this  court, 
in  vacation,  on  M>eas  corpus,  is 
not  conclusive,  either  on  the  Court 
of  Chancery,  or  this  court:  and 
the  prisoner  may,  after  such  dis- 
charge, be  again  committed  for 
the  same  cause.  t6. 


HEIR. 
8u  Plsas  and  Plbadinos,  6. 

HUSBAND  AND  WIPE. 
Su  MimBiAOB. 


I. 

INDICTMENT. 

1.  Where  a  jury  was  sworn  and  em- 
panneled,  to  try  a  prisoner  on 
several  indictments,  after  giving  a 
verdict  of  not  guilty  on  the  first 
indictment,  they  separated  and 
went  to  a  uvem,  and  then  return- 
ed into  court,  when  the  prisoner 
was  tried  by  the  same  jury  on  the 
other  indictment,  the  proceedings 
as  to  the  other  indictments  were 
held  irregular;  but  whether  the 
prisoner  is  to  be  discharged^  or  a 
new  trial  granted?  Quere,  The 
People  T.  Meany,  294 

2.  A  person  indicted  for  forging  **  an 
order  for  the  payment  of  money," 
b  not  entitled  to  a  peremptory 
challenge,  it  being  an  offence  pun- 
ishable only  by  imprisonment  for 
years.     The  People  v.  HoweU,  296 

8.   in  all  cases  where  a  right  of  p^ 


remptory  challenge  does  not  exist, 
two  or  more  per^ns  may  be  indict- 
ed and  tried  jointly,  or  separately, 
at  the  discretion  of  the  court,  ih. 
Whether  two  persons  indicted  for 
a  capital  offence,  and  entitled  to  a 
peremptory  challenge,  can  be  tried 
together  against  their  consent! 
Quere.  ih. 


INSOLVENT  DEBTORS. 

Where  A.,  an  insolvent  debtor, 
petitioned  for  his  discharge  under 
the  insolvent  act,  and  on  the  day 
appointed  for  the  creditors  to  show 
cause,  d&c.  B.,  one  of  the  creditors, 
appeared  and  showed  cause  against 
the  discharge ;  and  it  was  then 
agreed  between  A.  and  B.  that  if 
the  latter  would  withdraw  all  oppo- 
sition to  the  discharge,  d&c.,  C.  and 
D.  should  execute  a  bond  to  B., 
conditioned  to  deliver  him  A.'s 
notes,  with  approved  endorsements, 
in  15  days  after  A.'s  discharge, 
payable  in  instalments,  which  bond 
was  accordingly  executed  and  de- 
livered to  B.,  who,  afterwards, 
brought  an  action  on  the  bond 
against  C.  and  D.  It  was  held, 
that  the  bond  was  illegal  and  void, 
as  against  the  policy  and  intent  of 
the  insolvent  act.  Bruce  v.  Lee 
and  MuUikin,  410 

Where  a  suit  was  brought  in  the 
name  of  an  insolvent,  in  a  court  of 
common  pleas,  but  for  the  benefit 
of  the  assignees,  and  the  plaintiff 
recovered  less  than  25  dollars ;  on 
bringing  a  writ  of  error  to  this 
court,  the  assignees  were  ordered 
to  give  security  for  the  costs. 
Ketcham  and  Blake  v.  Clark,  484 

INSURANCR 

Where  a  vessel  was  insured,  an4 
the  policy  contained  a  clause,  ''that 
if  the  vessel,  upon  a  regular  survey, 
should  be  declared  unseaworthy, 
by  reason  of  her  being  unsound  or 
rotten,  or  incapable  of  prosecuting 
489 
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her  voyage,  oa  account  of  her  be- 
ing unsound  or  rotteo,  the  iiuurers 
should  not  be  bound  to  pay/'  6^0., 
and  during  the  voyage,  the  vessel 
was  surveyed  and  condemned,  as 
not  worth  the  expense  of  repairs, 
and  the  insured  offered  to  abuidon 
her  lor  a  total  loss;  it  was  held,  that 
the  survey  was  a  necessary  part  of 
the  preliminary  proof,  to  be  exhib- 
ited to  the  insurers,  and  ought  to 
have  been  produced  to  them  with 
the  other  documents,  before  the 
commencement  of  the  action,  or 
some  account  given  why  it  was  not 
produced.  Haff  v.  The  Marine 
Insurance  Company,  ld2 

2  A  vessel  was  insured,  '<  at  and  from 
Calcutta  to  New- York,  with  liberty 
to  touch  at  Madras  hr  trade,  and 
to  take  in  part  of  her  cargo  there." 
The  vessel  went  to  Madras,  and 
sailed  from  thence  direct  for  Neuh 
York,  without  ever  going  to  Cb/- 
eutta.  In  an  action  brought  by 
the  insured,  to  recover  back  the 
premium,  it  was  held,  that  the 
voyage  insured, did  not  commence; 
and  that,  as  the  policy  did  not 
attach,  the  insured  was  entitled  to 
a  return  of  the  premium.  Murray 
V.  The  Columbian  Insuranu  Com^ 
pony,  443 

INTEREST 

1.  Interest  is  allowable  in  an  action 
of  covenant  for  a  certain  sum  due 
for  rent,  and  payable  in  money. 
Clark  V.  Barlow,  183 

2L  Where  a  bill  of  exchange  is  drawn 
in  England  and  payable  there,  the 
holder  can  recover  here  only^oe 
per  cent,  interest  Foden  and 
Slater  v.  Sharp,  183 


J. 

JURY. 

The  affidavits  of  jurors  cannot  be  re- 
Cfiivedy  to  impeach  their  verdict; 
490 


but  they  oaay  be  Mceived  (oexcal- 
pate  the  jurors,  or  in  support  of 
their  verdict.      Dana  v.  Tucker^ 

See  IiOMCTMsirr.    Spxcial  Jnnr. 


JUSTICES  COURT. 

1.  Where  a  defondant  was  saBunooed 
to  appear  before  a  justice,  on  a  cer- 
tain day,  at  a  certain  plaoe,  and 
the  parties  appeared  at  the  time 
and  place,  but  the  justioe  did  not 
attend,  and  sent  a  wncten  note, 
adjourning  the  eaose  to  a  future 
day,  on  which  day  he  attended 
with  the  plaintiff,  and  the  defend- 
ant not  appearing,'  the  canse  was 
heard  on  the  part  of  the  plaintiff, 
and  judgment  given  in  his  ikvor ; 
It  was  held,  that  the  adjournment 
was  irregular,  and  the  defendant 
was  not  bound  to  attend  further, 
and  that  the  subsequent  proceedings 
by  the  justice  were  noU  and  void. 
Wiest  V.  Critsinger,  117 

2.  Where  a  justice  issued  a  warrant 
against  two  defendants,  one  of 
whom  was  taken,  and  the  other 
not  found,  and  the  defendant  taken 
pleaded  to  the  action,  and  a  venire 
was  issued  which  named  hira  alone, 
without  taking  notice  of  the  other 
defendant,  it  was  held  sufficient. 
The  statute  merely  requires  that 
the  judgment  should  be  against  the 
Joint  debtors,  but  is  silent  as  to  the 
mtermediate  proceedings.  Hutck^ 
ins  and  Cory  v.  Fitch,  222 

3.  A  justice  cannot  permit  a  party  to 
appear  by  attorney,  from  his  own 
knowledge  of  the  fact,  that  the 
party  is  .absent  at  the  time,  and 
out  of  the  county.  He  must  ha?e 
proof  of  the  fact  Rosekrans  v. 
Van  Antioerp,  228 

4.  Where  the  jury,  in  an  action  before 
a  justice,  gave  a  verdict  for  the 
defendant  for  25  cents,  and  the 
defendant  remitted  the  damages, 
and  the  justice  entered  the  remitti- 
tur,  and  gave  judgment  generaltv 
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for  the  defendant,  it  was  held  to  be 
correct  Burger  ▼•  KmfriglU,  414 
A  judgment  entered  by  a  justice, 
on  the  confession  of  the  party  for 
such  sum  as  A«  and  B.  should 
award,  made  before  the  award  was 
declared,  is  bad.  A  confession  of 
judgment  must  be  for  a  sum  cer- 
tain.   Niekob  Y.  Hewitt,  4aQ 

8u  Pbacticb,  6. 


LANDLORD  AND  TENANT. 

^  Where  a  tenant  holds  orer  the  term, 
and  the  landlord  enters  hy  force^ 
and  turns  him  out,  he  cannot  main- 
tain trespass  against  the  landlord. 
Hyatt  y.  Wood,  150 

%  Where  A.,  having  been  in  possession 
of  land  about  ten  years,  ailerwards, 
on  the  7th  of  November ^  sold  all  his 
right,  interest  and  improvements  to 
B.,  and  promised  to  deliver  the  pos- 
session to  him  on  the  Ist  of  March 
following,  and  acknowledged  that  he 
held  the  possession  of  the  land  un- 
der B. ;  it  was  held  that  A.  was  the 
tenant  of  B.  and  having  continued 
in  possession  after  the  1st  of  March, 
he  became  a  tenant  at  sufferance ; 
and  that  the  entry  of  B.,  afterwards, 
put  an  end  to  the  tenancy ;  so  that 
B.  might  maintain  trespass  against 
%  person  claiming  to  hold  under  A. 

,     Wood  V.  Hyatt,  313 

\  Such  a  title  in  B.  is  sufficient 
gainst  all  but  the  rightful  owner. 

ib. 

LETTER  OF  CREDIT. 

Wt  e  A.  gave  a  letter  of  credit  to  B. 
.6r  go^s  to  the  amount  of  800  dol- 
lars, addressed  to  C,  who  delivered 
to  B.  part  of  the  goods»  and  the 
tt»idue  was  deliver^  to  him  by  D. 
and  R,  on  the  same  letter  of  credit  ; 
in  an  action  brought  by  G.  against 
A.  for  the  whole,  it  was  held,  that 
Vol-  IV.  6B 


he  was  responsible  only  for  the 
goods  delivered  by  C,  such  a  letter 
Zi  credit  not  being  assignable. 
RoMns  V.  BiMgham,  476 


UEN. 
See  Factor,  2,  a 

UMITATION  QF  ACTIONS. 

If  the  defendant,  on  being  arrested  by 
the  sheriff,  promises  to  settle  with 
the  plaintiff,  if  he  will  give  time  for 
payment,  it  is  a  sufficient  acknowl- 
edgment, to  prevent  the  q>eration 
of  the  statute  of  limitations.  Sluby 
v«  Chan^Un,  461 


2. 


M. 


MARRIAGE. 

An  actual  marriage  may  be  in- 
ferred, in  ordinary  cases,  from 
cohabitation,  acknowledgment  of 
the  parties,  dl&c.  No  formal  sol- 
emnization of  marriage  is  required. 
Fenton  v.  Reed,  52 

A  contract  of  marriage  madej^er 
verba  de  presenti  is  as  valid,  as  if 
made  in  facie  ecclesite,  ib. 


MORTGAGE. 


1 


The  interest  of  a  mortgagee  can- 
not be  sold  on  an  execution,  be- 
fore a  foreclosure  of  the  equity 
of  redemption,  though  the  estate 
of  the  mortgage  may  have  become 
absolute  at  law.  Jackson,  ex  dem. 
Norton  and  Burt,  v.  WiUard,  41 
2.  Where  a  lease  i^ras  assigned,  and  by 
a  bond  executed  at  the  same  time 
the  assignment  was  declared  to  be 
made  to  secure  a  debt  due  to  the  as- 
signee, and  an  agreement  to  re-as- 
sign the  lease  and  premises  on 
payment  of  the  money  and  interest ; 
491 
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it  was  held  to  be  a  mortgage,  and 
that  the  mortgagor  was  entitled  to 
a  notice  to  quit,  before  bringing  an 
action  of  ejectment  against  nim. 
Jackson,  ez  dem,  Ckarr,  ▼•   Grun, 

186 

3.  No  notice  to  quit  is  necessary  pre- 
vious to  bringing  an  action  of  eject- 
ment by  a  mortgagee  against  a 
purchaser  of  the  interest  of  the 
mortgagor,  or  against  a  third  person, 
between  whom  and  the  mortgagee 
there  is  no  privity  of  contract  or 
estate.  Jackson,  ez  dan,  Ferris,  ▼. 
FuOer,  215 

4.  Though  the  interest  of  a  mortgagee 
cannot  be  sold  on  execution,  yet  he 
may  maintain  an  action  of  ejectment 
against  the  mortgagor,  and  those 
who  claim  under  him.  Jackson, 
ex  dem,  Tuthill,  v.  Dubois,        216 

5.  A  mortgage  not  registered  has  a 
preference  over  a  subsequent  judg^ 
ment  docketed;  but  if  the  land 
should  be  sold  by  the  sheriff  on  an 
execution,  under  the  judgment, 
prior  to  the  registry  of  the  mort- 
gage, a  bona  fide  purchaser,  at  the 
sheriffs  sale,  would  be  protected 
against  the  mortgage.  t6. 

6.  Where  A.  mortgaged  land,  in  1800, 
and  a  judgment  was  obtained 
against  him  and  docketed  in  1801, 
and  the  mortgage  was  afterwards 
registered  in  1802,  and  the  land 
having  been  seized  under  an  exe- 
cution issued  on  the  judgment,  the 
mortgagee  attended  at  the  sheriffs 
sales,  in  1806,  and  bid,  without 
mentioning  his  mortgage;  it  was 
held  that  the  registry  of  the  mort- 
gage was  notice  to  all  the  world, 
and  that  the  interest  of  the  mortgap 
gee  was  not  affected  by  his  silence 
or  bidding  at  the  sheriffs  sale,  nor 
could  it  be  defeated  by  the  sale 
under  the  judgment,  subsequent  to 
the  registry.  t6. 

N. 

NEW  TRIAL. 

I.  A  new  trial  will  not  be  granted,  on 
492 


the  discovery  of  new  evidence  which 
would  merely  impeach  the  'charac- 
ter of  a  witness  at  the  trial.  iSSba»- 
way  V.  Fowler,  ^S& 

A  new  trial  will  not  be  granted,  oo 
the  account  of  newly  discovered 
evidence,  where  the  affidavit  states 
only  that  a  person  had  told  the 
party  what  he  would  say.  f6. 


NONFEASANCE. 
8u  Action  on  thb  Casx.  2 

NOTICR 
8u  Bond. 

NOTICE  TO  OUIT. 

8U  MOBTGAOB,  2,  3. 


o. 

ONONDAGA  COMMISSIONERS 

Where  the  heirs  of  N.,  a  native  of  /ra- 
land,  and  living  in  Ireland,  neglect- 
ed to  enter  their  dissent  to  the  award 
of  the  Onondaga  commissioners, 
in  relation  to  a  lot  of  land  of  which 
N.  died  seised,  within  the  two  years 
limited  by  the  act^  they  were  held 
for  ever  barred  and  concluded  by 
the  award,  except  L.,  who  was  a 
feme  covert,  and  within  the  saving 
of  the  act,  there  being  no  saving 
on  account  of  absence  from  the  state. 
Jackson,  ex  dem,  FoQiard  and 
Wallace,  v.  Wrigki,  75 


PARTNERSraP 

One  partner,  after  a  dissolution  of 
the  co-partnership,  cannot  endorse 
notes  or  bills  given  before  to  the 
firm,  though  he  is  authorized  to 
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•etde  the  copartnership  oonoems. 
SanfordY.  BBckUsandForman.'Xli 
3.  In  1803,  A.  and  B.  entered  into 
partnersldp,  as  sugar-refiners,  and 
published  in  two  of  the  gazettes 
printed  in  the  oitj  of  New^Yark, 
(and  which  were  taken  by  O.,)  that 
they  had  so  entered  into  partnership 
in  the  sugar-refining  business,  un- 
der the  firm  of  A.  d&  Co.  In  April, 
1805,  B.,  without  the  knowledge  or 
consent  of  A.,  purchased  a  quantity 
of  brandy  of  C.,  for  which  he  gave 
his  individual  note,  payable  to  the 
firm,  and  endorsed  by  him  with  the 
name  of  the  firm.  The  bill  of  par- 
cels, by  direction  of  B.,  was  made 
out  in  his  name  only,  and  the 
brandy  was  shipped  to  the  West 
Indies  in  a  vessel  belonging  to  him, 
and  on  his  own  account ;  and  C,  in 
order  to  obtain  the  drawback,  made 
oath  at  the  custom-house  that  the 
brandy  was  sold  to  B.  A.  and  B. 
had  entered  the  name  of  their  firm 
in  two  of  the  banks  in  the  city  of 
NewhYorkyZXiA  B.  drew  checks  and 
made  and  endorsed  notes  in  the 
name  of  the  firm,  which  were  regu- 
larly received  and  paid,  the  banks 
supposing  them  to  be  general  part- 
ners. C.  when  he  sold  the  brandy, 
required  the  partnership  security, 
and  it  did  not  appear  that  he  knew 
of  the  limited  nature  of  the  partner- 
ship, until  after,  its  dissolution  in 
June,  1805,  notice  of  which  was 
published  in  two  of  the  newspapers. 
It  was  held  that  the  copartnership 
were  not  liable  on  the  note.  Lto- 
ingsUm  ▼.  Roosevelt  and  another, 

251 

3.  Where  a  person  ta^  a  partner- 
ship security  from  one  of  several 
partners,  for  what  is  known,  at  the 
time,  to  be  a  particular  debt  of  the 
partner  giving  the  security,  the  co- 
partnership is  not  liable.  t6. 

4.  Where  there  is  a  special  or  limited 
partnership,  in  any  particular  trade 
or  business,  one  partner  cannot 
bind  his  copartner,  by  any  contract 
not  connected  with  such  trade  or 
business ;  and  a  knowledge  in  third 


persons  of  the  limited  nature  of  the 
partnership  will  be  inferred  from 
circumstances.  ib. 

5.  //  seems,  that  a  publication  in  the 
gazette,  of  ,the  nature  of  a  ,copart» 
nership,  at  the  time  of  its  com- 
mencement, is  constructive  notice 
to  all  those  who  may,  afterwards^ 
take  the  partnership  security.      i6. 

6.  A  partnership  may  exist  between 
attorneys  and  counsellors  at  law. 
In  the  matter  of  Woodward,     280 


PARTITION  OF  LAND. 

A  parol  partition  of  land,  carried  into 
effect,  by  possession  taken  by  each 
party  of  his  respective  share,  accord- 
ing to  the  partition,  will  be  valid 
and  binding  on  the  parties.  Jack' 
son,  ex  dem.  Duncan  and  others, 
Y.  Harder,  202 


PLEAS  AND  PLEADINGS. 

1.  If  the  defendant,  in  an  action  of 
trespass  quare  clausumf regit,  pleads 
liherum  tenementum,  the  plaintiff 
cannot  reply  de  injuria  sua  propria, 
but  must  traverse  the  title ;  but  if 
the  defence  is  set  up  by  way  of 
excuse,  and  not  in  justification, 
then  the  plaintiff  may  reply  €le  in- 

juria  sua  propria,    Hyatt  v.  Wood, 

150 

2.  In  an  action  of  debt  on  a  bond  for 
the  performance  of  a  covenant,  or 
with  a  condition  to  convey  land, 
the  plaintiff  must  assign  breaches, 
and  have  his  damages  assessed  by 
a  jury.  If  he  takes  issue  generally 
on  the  plea  of  performance,  and  a 
jury  find  a  verdict  for  6  cents 
damages,  and  he  enters  judgment 
for  the  penalty,  he  cannot  issue 
execution  for  the  penalty.  Caverfy 
V.  Nichols,  189 

3.  In  suits  on  bonds  for  the  perform- 

ance of  covenants,  it  is  compulsory 
on  the  plaintiff  to  assign  breaches, 
and  have  his  damages  assessed, 
and  if  no  damages  are  assessed  on 
493 
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the  breaches  an^ned,  h  will  be 
error.  VamBenikuytemmtdanoth' 
er,  T.  De  Witt  mnd  aika-i,        213 

4  Wi»re  a.8uit  wat  brought  on  a  note 
to  A.  or  bearer,  and  the  defendant 
pleaded  a  former  sait  on  the  same 
note  against  him  by  H.,  and  a  judg- 
ment in  favor  of  the  defendant,  it 
was  held  not  to  be  a  bar  to  the  sec- 
ond suit,  unless  the  defendant  also 
proved  that  A.  was  the  rightful 
owner  or  possessor  of  the  note. 
Hytckins  and  Caary  v.  Fitch,    222 

6.  A  declaration  on  a  promise  to  pay 
the  debt  of  another  need  not  state, 
that  the  promise  was  in  writing. 
That  is  matter  of  evidence  at  tb» 
trial ;  and  after  a  verdict,  the  court 
will  presume  that  it  was  proved  to 
be  in  writing.  Eking  v.  VandeP' 
lyn,  237 

6.  Where  one  of  several  heirs  is 
sued  on  his  promise  to  pay  the 
debt  of  his  ancestor,  the  plaintiff 
need  not  allege  in  his  declaration, 
that  the  defendant  or  the  heirs  had 
assets,  t6. 

7.  In  an  action  brought  against  A.,  on 
his  guaranty  of  the  performance  by 
B.  of  his  agreement  made  with  C, 
it  was  held  that  the  declaration 
ought  to  state  a  consideration  for 
the  undertaking  of  A.  Bailey  and 
Bogert  V.  Fretman,  280 

8b  Several  of  the  common  counts  on 
different  contracts  may  be  included 
in  one  count ;  and  the  plaintiff  is 
not  bound  to  prove  all  the  causes 
of  action  stated,  in  order  to  entitle 

'  him  to  recover.  It  is  enough  if  he 
proves  any  one  of  the  causes  of 
action,  and  he  will  recover  pro 
tanto,  ib. 

9.  Where  a  clause  or  section  of  a 
statute  giving  an  action  for  any 
offence,  contains  ^proviso  or  exc^ 
tion,  which  is  against  the  plaintiff, 
or  is  matter  of  defence  or  justifica- 
tion, for  the  defendant,  the  plain- 
tiff need  not  negative  the  proviso  in 
his  declaration.     Teel  v.  Fonda, 

304 
iOi  Where  the  time  laid  in  a  declara- 
tion under  a  sdUcet  is  maieriai, 
494 


aad  the  gist  of  tiie  aetioii,  it  shall 
be  taken  to  be  the  true  time,  and 
the  teiiieet,  if  repugnant,  is  to  be 
rejected  as  void,  or  if  oimsislenty  is 
to  be  held  as  a  direct  affirmation. 
Vma  V.  Lewis  and  Lkfingsiam,  450 


PCN3SESSION  OF  LAND. 

Where  A.  went  into  the  possession  of 
land  under  an  j^rreemeat  made 
with  B.  for  the  purchase;  and  C. 
afterwards  took  possession  under 
an  agreement  with  A.  for  the 
pure^se,  the  poesesoon  of  C  was 
held  not  to  be  adwrse  to  the  title 
of  B.  Jackson,  ez  dem.  Griswold, 
y.Bard,  230 

8u  EjECTMsmr,  3,  4,  5,  6,  7.  Tres- 
pass QvARB  Olavsvic  Fregit. 


PRACTICE. 

1.  A  motion  to  set  aside  a  verdict  for 
irregularity,  and  also  on  the  merits, 
is  an  enumerated  motion.  Foden 
and  Slater  v.  Sharp,  183 

2.  Where  bail  was  put  in,  and  the 
plaintiff  entered  an  exception  on 
the  bail-piece,  and  afterwards  pro> 
ceeded  in  the  cause,  without  any 
justification  of  bail,  and  obtained 
a  judgment,  it  was  hekl  to  amount 
to  a  waiver  of  the  bail;  and  that 
he  covid  not  proceed  against  the 
bail  to  whom  he  had  excepted. 
Flaek  v.  E€^gtr,  185 

8.  No  formal  notice  of  a  waiver  of  bail 
is  necessary.  ih, 

4.  Whero  the  subject  matter  of  a  libel 
related  to  a  remote  transaction,  and 
though  concerning  the  conduct  of 
a  foreign  minister  resident  here, 
but  w1k>  had  long  nnce  be«:i  su- 
perseded, a  struck  jury  was  refused. 
Genet  v.  Jif^cheU,  186 

5.  Where  a  lease  was  assigned,  and 
by  a  bond  executed  at  the  same 
time,  the  assignment  was  declared 
to  be  made  to  secure  a  debt,  it  was 
held  to  be  a  mortgage,  %md  the 
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mortgagor  entitled  to  a  notice  to 
quit  Jacks&n,  ex  dem.  Carr,  t. 
Green,  186 

M  Where  a  judgment  waa  obtained 
in  the  Justices'  Court  in  Neuh  York, 
on  which  a  eertiorari  was  brought 
to  this  court,  and  the  defendant, 
being  taken  on  a  co.  so.  in  the  court 
below,  paid  the  money  into  that 
court,  and  was  discharged;  and 
afterwards,  the  judgment  below, 
being  affirmed  in  this  court,  the 
attorney  for  the  defendant  in  error 
issued  a  ca,  so.  on  the  judgment  in 
this  court,  against  the  plaintiff  in 
error,  for  the  amount  of  the  dam- 
ages and  costs  recorered  in  the 
court  below,  and  the  costs  in  error, 
which  were  paid  to  the  sheriff; 
this  court  ordered  the  money  to  be 
refunded,  with  costs  to  be  paid  by 
the  attorney,  and  a  satisfaction  to 
be  endorsed  on  the  ca,  so,  Hoyt  ▼. 
Peterson,  186 

7  In  an  action  of  debt  on  a  bond, 
conditioned  to  convey  land,  &c., 
the  defendant  pleaded  performance, 
and  the  plaintiff  replied  generally, 
that  the  defendant  did  not  perform ; 
and  the  jury  found  a  rerdict  for 
the  plaintiff  for  six  cents  damages 
and  six  cents  costs,  and  the  plain- 
tiff entered  up  judgment  and  issued 
execution  for  the  penalty  in  the 
bond,  the  court  set  aside  the  execu- 
tion with  costs.  The  plaintiff  ought 
to  have  assigned  breaches,  and  had 
his  damages  assessed  by  the  jury. 
Caoerly  v.  NichQls  and  Brawn,  109^ 

8k  Pledges  of  prosecution  to  a  declara- 
tion are  mere  form,  and  may  be 
added  any  time  before  judgment. 
Baker  and  others  v.  Philips,     190 

9  Where  the  defendant,  in  a  suit  in 
a  court  of  common  pleas,  obtained 
his  discharge  under  the  insolvent 
act,  on  the  same  day  that  a  judg- 
ment was  rendered  against  him,  in 
that  court,  and  being  brought  up 
on  hca,  so.  the  Court  of  Common 
Pleas  discharged  him,  it  was  held 
to  be  regular.  A  party  entitled  to 
relief  by  an  audita  quereia,  may  be 


relieved  on  motion.    Sodber  v.  The 
Judges  of  Ulster,  191 

10.  In  suits  on  bonds  for  the  perform- 
ance of  covenants,  it  is  compulses 
ry  on  the  plaintiff  to  assign  breaches, 

•  and  have  his  damages  assessed; 
and  if  no  damages  are  assessed  on 
the  breaches  assigned,  it  will  be 
error.  Van  Benthmyseny.De  Witt 
and  others,  213 

11.  What  is  a  sufficient  affidavit  of  a 
cause  of  action,  on  a  motion  to  dis- 
charge a  defendant,  on  common 
bail.     WatkuisoHyf.LaughtonfWT 

12.  In  an  action  of  dower,  it  is  a  matter 
of  course,  afler  the  demandant  has 
count«Ml,  to  grant  the  defendant  a 
special  imparlance  to  the  next  term. 
Haoiland  v.  Bond,  309 

13.  On  a  motion  to  set  aside  a  nonsuit, 
the  court  will  not  take  notice  of 
objections  to  the  sufficiency  of  the 
declaration :  they  properly  arise  on 
a  motion  in  arrest  of  judgment 
Van  Vechien  v.  Graoes,  403 

14.  Afier  the  return  of  a  co.  la.  against 
the  principal,  and  the  bail  has  be- 
come fixed,  the  court  will  not  re- 
lieve the  bail,  when  the  principal  is 
dead.     Olcott  v.  LiUy,  407 

15.  The  court  affords  relief  to  bail,  only 
to  enable  them  to  surrender  the  prin- 
cipal; and  where  the  principal  is 
convicted  of  fefony,  sent  abroad  as 
an  alien,  or  discharged  under  the 
bankrupt  or  insc^vent  laws,  it  is  re- 
garded as  equivalent  to  a  surrender. 

t6. 

16.  Where  a  plaintiff  has  obtained  a 
judgment,  he  may  first  issue  ^fi.fa 
and  if  the  whole  of  the  debt  is  not 
levied  under  that  execution,  he  may 
then  issue  a  ca  sa.  or  bring  an 
action  of  debt  on  the  judgment  for 
the  residue ;  and  if  a  non  est  inven- 
tus is  returned  on  such  a  ca.  so.  he 
may  then  proceed  against  the  bail 

t6. 

17.  A  confession  of  judgment  must  be 
for  a  certain  specific  sum.  Nichols 
V.  HewiU,  423 

18.  A  new  trial  will  not  be  granted  on 
an  affidavit  of  newly  discovered  evi* 
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dence,  which  stales  onlj,  that  & 
person  told  the  party  what  he  would 
say,  nor  to  impeach  the  character 
of  a  witness  at  the  trial.  Skumway 
y.Fowkr,  425 

19.  Where  bail  have  been  lolled  into 
security  by  the  plaintiff,  and  are 
taken  by  surprise,  the  court  will 
relieve  them,  by  allowing  a  surren- 
der, though  more  than  eight  days 
have  ela|Med  in  full  term,  after  the 
return  of  the  capias  against  the 
bail.     Lmngston  v.  Bartles,    478 

90.  On  a  motion  to  change  the  venue 
on  account  of  material  witnesses  re- 
siding in  another  county,  the  de- 
fendant ought  to  state  the  number 
of  his  witnesses,  otherwise  the  court 
cannot  intend  that  he  has  more 
than  one.  Minor  v.  Garrison  and 
Baker,  481 

31.  Where  a  representative  in  Congress 
is  libelled,  in  respect  to  his  official 
conduct,  a  special  jury  may  be 
awarded.     Thomas  v.  Rtimsetf,  482 

82.  In  ejectment,  a  person  who  has  no 
claim  or  any  subsisting  title  to  the 
premises  in  question,  cannot  be 
made  lessor.  Jetcksan,  ex  dem, 
Starr  and  wife,  v.  Richmond,  483 

28.  Where  an  ac  etiam  clause  in  os- 
sumpsit  was  inserted  in  a  capias, 
and  the  plaintiff  afterwards  de- 
clared in  account,  the  proceedings 
were  set  aside  for  irregularity. 
Rogers  v.  Rogers,  485 

24.  Where  the  defendant  is  held  to  bail 
by  an  ac  etiam  clause  in  a  capicu, 
the  plaintiff  is  bound  to  pursue  the 
nature  of  the  action  so  stated  in  the 
writ,  or  an  exaneretwr  may  be  or- 
dered to  be  entered  in  the  bail- 
piece.  t6. 

25.  It  seems,  that  where  a  sheriff  is 
plaintiff,  he  may  serve  his  own 
writ     Bennet  v.  FkOler,  486 

26.  Where  the  defendant,  in  such  case, 
was  under  a  mistake  as  to  the  arrest, 
a  default  entered  for  want  of  a 
plea,  was  set  aside,  on  aif  affidavit 
of  merits.  t6. 

27.  The  affidavits  of  jurors  cannot  be 
received  to  impeach  their  verdict; 
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bat  they  may  be  received  to  excul- 
pate the  jurors,  or  in  support  of  their 
verdict     Dana  v.  Tucker,        4S7 

26.  In  an  action  of  ejectment,  where 
the  tenant  swears  to  merits^  and  no 
trial  has  beenr lost,  a  regular  default 
will  be  set  aside,  to  let  in  the  ten- 
ant to  defend  his  possession.  Jack- 
son, ex  dem.  Mentz,-  v.  8tiles,     489 

29.  A  special  jury  will  not  be  allowed, 
in  an  action  for  a  libel  on  a  person 
who  is  a  public  officer,  unleiss  the 
libel  relates  to  his  official  conduct 
Thomas  v.  CrosweU,  491 

80.  Where  the  plaintiff  undertook  to 
bear  all  the  expenses  of  bringing 
the  defendant's  witnesses  to  the 
place  where  the  venue  was  laid,  a 
moti<m  to  change  the  venue  was 
denied.     Worthy  v.  Gilbert,     492 

31.  On  a  motion  to  change  the  venue, 
no  costs  are  aUowed  on  either  side. 

ih. 

32.  Afler  a  judgment  by  default  against 
the  casual  ejector  in  ejectment,  the 
landlord  will  be  let  in  to  appear 
and  defend  ;  and  if  he  be  an  cdien, 
he  is,  at  the  time  when  he  b  let  in 
to  defend,  in  season  to  petition  the 
court  for  the  removal  of  his  cause 
to  the-Court  of  the  United  States. 
Jackson,  ex  dem.  Cantine  and  otk- 
ers,  V.  Stiies,  493 

33.  Where  actions  of  ejectment,  after 
a  judgment  against  the  casual  eject- 
or, are  removed  into  the  Circuit 
Court  of  the  United  States,  this 
court  will  order  all  further  proceed- 
ings on  such  judgment  to  be  stayed, 
until  the  further  order  of  the  court 

ib. 
8u  Bail.    Ejectment. 


PRACTICE  IN  THE  COURT  OP 
ERRORS. 

1.  Afler  an  assignment  of  errors,  and 
joinder  thereon,  this  court  wiU  not 
send  the  transcript  of  the  record 
back  to  the  Supreme  Court  to  be 
amended,  by  the  record  in  that 
court,  which  had  been  amended  bj 
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that  court,  sinoe  the  joinder  in  error 
in  the  Court  of  Errors.  Cheetkam 
V.  TiUotson,  499 

2  All  defects,  or  errors  properly 
amendable,  may  be  amended  in 
the  Court  of  Errors,  who  will 
disregard  all  defects  or  errors  in 
matters  of  form  which  may  be 
amended,  or  which  are  cored  by 
the  statute  ofjeofcdh.  ib. 

3.  If  a  party ,  wishes  to  have  a  tran- 
script amended,  the  proper  coarse 
is  to  allege  diminution,  and  pray  a 
certiorari  to  the  court  below.       ib. 

4.  After  the  defendant  in  error  has 
pleaded  in  nuUo  est  erratum^  he 
cannot  allege  diminution,  for  by 
his  plea  he  admits  the  record  to  be 
perfect ;  so  that  after  a  joinder  in 
error,  neither  party  can  allege  dim- 
inution, or  pray  a  certiorari,       ib, 

6  An  appeal  lies  to  this  court  from 
an  order  of  the  Court  of  Chancery, 
for  continuing  an  injunction  and 
awarding  costs  against  the  defend- 
ant jfVickar  and  others  ▼.  Wol' 
cott  and  others,  510 

6.  Where  a  bill  in  chancery  was  filed 
by  creditors  to  set  aside  the  deeds 
of  a  bankrupt,  on  the  ground  of 
fraud,  it  was  held,  that* the  property 
was  not  to  be  placed  in  the  hands 
of  a  master,  to  be  distributed  ;  but 
was  to  be  disposed  of  by  the  m- 
signees  of  the  bankrupt,  according 
to  the  bankrupt  law  of  the  United 
States,  Sands  and  others  ▼.  Cod- 
wise  and  others,  536 

7.  On  an  appeal,  this  court  will  decide 
on  those  parts  only  of  the  decree 
of  the  court  below,  which  are 
complained  of  in  the  petition  of 
a]^;>ea].  ib. 


R. 


REMAINDER  AND  REVERSION. 

1.  The  right  of  a  remainder-man  or 
reversioner,  will  not  be  barred  or 
taken  away  by  a  descent  cast,  or 
the  statute  of  limitations,  during 


the  coDtinnance  of  the  pairticalar 
estate.  Jackson^  ex  dem.  Harden^ 
bergh,  T.  Schoonmaker,  390 

TIm  acts  or  laches  of  the  tenant  of 
the  particular  estate,  will  not  affect 
the  party  entitled  in  remainder.  i6. 

See  Devise 


RESERVATION 

SuQKJiHT. 

s. 


SALE. 

sold  to  B.  a  quantity  of  paints  for 
good  i^cEitt5A  brown  and  white 
lead,  and  for  a  full  price;  the 
paints  proved  to  be  bad,  and  of  no 
value.  It  was  held,  there  was  no 
warranty  in  the  case,  and  to  make 
A.  liable,  there  must  be  either  an 
express  warranty  or  fraud.  Holdem 
V.  Dakin,  421 

Su  Trover.    Bill  of  Sale. 


SHERIFF. 

A  sheriff  has  no  authority  to  act 
under  Siji.fa.  after  the  return  day 
thereof.  Vail  v.  Lewis  and  Liv^ 
ingston,  450 

If  a  sheriff  levy  9,  Jieri  facias,  aftei 
the  return  has  expired,  by  the 
direction  of  the  plaintiffs  attorney, 
he  and  the  attorney  are  both 
trespassers.  ib 

If  a  new  sheriff  receives  a  prisoner 
from  his  predecessor,  he  is  answer- 
able for  his  escape,  though  a  vol- 
untary escape  may  have  existed  in 
the  time  of  his  predecessor.  Raw- 
son  V.  Turner,  469 

But  the  plaintiff  has  his  election 
either  to  consider  the  prisoner  in 
execution,  and  so  charge  the  new 
sheriff  for  the  last  escape,  or  as  oat 
497 
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of  execQtkm,  and  charge  Hie  dd 
BherilT.  f6. 

6.  If  the  plahktifr  has  once  made  his 
election  and  sned  the  old  sheriff^ 
and  recovered  judgment  against 
him,  it  is  coBclnsiTe,  and  a  bar  to 
any  action  against  the  new  sheriff. 

f6. 

6.  It  seems,  that  where  a  sheriff  is 
plaintiff  in  a  cause,  he  may  senre 
his  own  writ    Beimei  v.  FuUer, 

486 

Su  Gaol  Libbrtibs,  1, 2.    Ezboution. 


SPECIAL  JURY. 

L  Where  a  representatife  in  Congress 
is  libelled  in  respect  to  his  official 
conduct,  a  special  jury  may  be 
awardedL    Thomas  t.  Rumsty,  463 

2.  A  speciiil  jury  will  not  be  aUowed 
in  an  action  for  a  libel  on  a  public 
officer,  unless  the  libel  relates  to 
his  oficial  conduct  401 


STATUTE  OF  FRAUDa 
See  Fraud  and  Fraudulbht  Cobttbt* 

ANCBS. 


TIME. 

Where  the  time  laid  in  a  declaration 
under  a  sciKcet  is  materia),  and 
the  gist  of  the  action,  it  shall  be 
taken  to  be  the  true  time,  and  the 
seiUcet,  if  repugnant,  is  to  be  re- 
jected as  Toid.  Vail  r.  Lewis  cmd 
Livingston,  450 


TREATY  BETWEEN  GREAT 
BRITAIN  AND  FRANCE,  IN 
176S. 

Bee  Canada  Gramts. 


TREATY  OF  1794,  BFTWEE?! 
GREAT  BRITAIN  AND  THE 
UNITED  STATES. 

By  the  9th  article  of  this  treaty,  British 
subjects  and  their  heirs,  though 
aliens, may  hold  lands  in  this  state; 
and  an  act  of  the  legislature.  Test- 
ing the  lands  of  which  a  native  of 
Ireland  died  seised,  in  this  state, 
in  one  of  his  heirs,  in  exclusion 
of  the  rest,  was  heM  inoperative. 
Jackson,  ex  iem,  FoJMard  and 
Wedlace,  ▼.  Wright,  75 


SUPERSEDEAS. 

After  a  supersedeas  to  eL  ca.  so,,  the 
prisoner  in  execution  need  not 
have  a  formal  discharge  from  the 
sheriff;  and  if  he  stays  within  the 
limits,  because  the  sheriff  refused 
to  give  him  a  discharge,  he  cannot 
maintain  an  action  for  &lse  impris- 
cmment  against  the  sheriC  IVame 
Y.Qmstaat,  82 

Su  Gaol  Libbrtibs. 


T. 

TENANT. 

Su  Landlord  and  Tenant. 
498 


TRESPASS. 

An  action  of  trespass,  and  not  an  action 
on  the  case,  lies  against  a  sheriff 
who  serves  an  execution  afier  it 
has  expired.  Vail  r.  Lewis  and 
Livingston,  450 


TRESPASS  aUARE  CLAUSUH 
FREGIT. 

1.  If  a  person,  having  9l  possessory  title 
to  land,  enters  by  force,  and  turns 
out  a  person  who  has  a  naked 
possession  only,  the  latter  cannot 
maintain  trespass  against  the  person 
so  entering  under  color  of  title. 
Hyatt  V.  Wood,  l^- 

S.   If  a  person,  having  a  legal  rigbt 
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of  entry  on  land,  enters  hy  force, 
though  he  may  be  indicted  for  a 
breach  of  the  peace,  yet  he  is  not 
liable  to  a  private  action  of  trespass, 
at  the  suit  of  the  person  who  has 
no  right,  and  is  turned  out  of  pos- 
session, ib, 

3  Where  a  tenant  holds  over  the 
term,  and  the  landlord  enters  hy 
force f  and  turns  him  out,  he  cannot 
maintain  trespass  against  the  land- 
lord, ih, 

4.  If  the  defendant,  in  an  action  of 
trespass  qnare  clausum  fregit, 
pleads  Uberum  tenementum,  the 
plaintiff  cannot  reply  de  injuria 
sua  propria,  but  must  traverse  the 
title  ;  otherwise,  where  the  defence 
is  set  up  by  way  of  excuse,  and  not 
in  justification.  ib, 

6.  Where  A.,  having  been  in  posses- 
sion of  land  about  ten  years,  after- 
wards, on  the  7th  of  November, 
sold  all  his  right,  interest,  and 
improvements  to  B.,  and  promised 
to  deliver  up  the  possession  on*  the 
1st  day  of  March  following,  and 
acknowledged  that  he  held  posses- 
sion under  B.,  it  was  held,  that  A. 
was  the  tenant  of  B.,  and  having 
continued  in  possession  ailer  the 
1st  of  March,  he  became  a  tenant 
at  sufferance,  and  that  by  the  entry 
of  B.,  an  end  was  put  to  the  ten- 
ancy, so  that  B.  might  maintain 
trespass  quare  clausum  fregit, 
against  one  claiming  to  hold  under 
A.     Wood  V.  Hyatt,  313 

6  Such  a  title  in  B.  is  sufficient  to 
support  the  plea  of  Uberum  tene- 
mentum, in  an  action  of  trespass 
against  him.  ib. 


stranded  on  the  beach,  was,  some 
months  after,  sold  at  auction  by 
the  commanding  officer  of  the  port, 
and  purchased  by  sm  American, 
who,  afterwards,  repaired  her  at  a 
great  expense,  and  brought  her  to 
New-York,  where  she  was  claimed 
by  the  original  owner.  In  an  ac- 
tion of  trover,  brought  by  the  ori- 
ginal owner,  it  was  held,  that  the 
vessel  being  abandoned  and  a 
wreck,  and  having  been  sold  by 
the  government  of  Barracoa,  ac- 
cording to  the  laws  of  Spain,  in 
cases  of  wreck  or  derelict,  the 
property  was  transferred  by  the 
sale  to  the  purchaser,  who,  thereby, 
acquired  a  valid  title  against  all 
the  world.  Grant  and  Sunft  v. 
MLachUn,  34 


TRUSTEES. 

Where  two  trustees  for  the  sale  of  an 
estate,  joined  in  a  conveyance,  and 
both  acknowledged  the  receipt  of 
the  consideration  money,  but  the 
money  went  into  the  hunds  of  one 
of  the  trustees  only ;  it  was  held, 
that  the  other  was  not  answerable 
for  the  money  so  received  by  his 
co-trustee,  and  misapplied.  Kip^s 
Adm'rs,  v.  Deniston,  23 


V. 

VENUE. 
See  Practice,  10.  80,  31 


TROVER. 

An  American  ship  was  captured  by  a 
French  privateer,  and  carried  into 
Porto  Rico,  a  Spanish  port,  and 
from  thence  to  Samana,  where  she 
was  put  in  requisition  by  the  French 
government,  and  sent  to  Barracoa, 
where  she  was  dismantled  and 
abandoned.  The  vessel  having 
Vol.  IV.  63 


VERDICT 

Su  JVRY 

w. 

WAGER. 

An  action  for  a  wager  is  maintainable 
at  the  common  law ;  but  a  wager 
499 
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which  is  against  the  principles  of 
aound  policy,  d&c.  is  void,  and  can- 
not be  recovered.    Bunn  v.  Riker^ 

426 

WILL. 
See  Devise. 

WITNESS. 

D.  and  M.  being  indebted  to  C, 
he  attached  money  in  the  hands  of 
B.,  at  New  Orleans,  belonging  to 
M.  In  an  action  brought  by  C. 
against  B.,  for  the  money  so  at- 
tached and  held  by  him  to  answer 
to  C,  it  was  held,  that  D.  was  a 
competent  witness  for  the  plaintiff; 
for  though  the  recovery  of  the 
plaintiff  would  go  so  far  in  dis- 
charge of  the  debt  due  by  the 
witness,  yet  he  would  be  liable 
over  for  the  same  amount  to  M.,  so 
that  his  interest  was  halanced  be- 
tween the  parties.  JfLeod  v. 
Johnaton,  126 

Whether  M.  is  a  competent  witness, 
in  such  a  case,  for  the  plaintiff? 
Quere,  ih, 

A  lessor  of  the  plaintiff  in  eject- 
ment cannot  be  a  witness  in  the 
cause  ;  if  his  name  is  used  without 
his  consent,  it  may  be  struck  out 
of  the  declaration,  on  application 
to  the  court  Jackson,  ex  dem. 
Goodrich  and  others,  v.  Ogden,  140 
A  feme  covert,  who  has  executed  a 
deed  with  her  husband,  was  held  a 
competent  witness    to  prove  that 


die  deed  had  been  antedated. 
Jackson,  ex  detn,  Griswold,  v. 
Bard,  230 

5.  Where  a  witness  is  interested*  in 
any  part  of  the  demand  of  the 
plaintiff,  he  cannot  be  admitted  as 
a  witness  to  another  part  Gag^e 
V.  Stewart,  293 

6.  A  check  in  the  name  of  B.,  on  the 
bank,  was  passed  by  C.  to  D.,  who 
received  the  money  and  remitted  it 
to  C.  as  his  agent  The  check 
was  afterwards  discovered  to  be  a 
forgery,  and  the  bank  got  posses- 
sion of  the  money  remitted  by  D., 
before  it  reached  the  hands  of  C. 
On  an  indictment  of  C.  for  forgery, 
B.,  whose  name  was  forged,  was 
held  to  be  a  competent  witness  to 
prove  the  forgery,  having  received 
a  release  from  the  bank.  Tlu 
People  V.  Howell,  296 

7.  Whether,  in  every  criminal  case,  a 
witness,  who  is  not  interested  in 
the  event  of  the  cause,  is  not  a 

'competent  witness  1  Q^ere.         ib. 


WRECK 

Where  a  vessel  was  abandoned  and  a 
wreck  in  a  foreign  port,  and  was 
sold  by  the  government  of  the 
place,  according  to  the  laws  of  the 
country,  in  cases  of  wreck  or  dere- 
lict, and  was  purchased  by  an 
American ;  it  was  held,  that  the 
purchaser  acquires  a  valid  title 
against  all  the  world,  and  was  not 
liable  to  an  action  of  trover  by  the 
original  owner.  Grant  and  Swift 
V.  Jttl^ldin,  34 


END  OF  THE  FOURTH  YOLUME. 
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